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RESPONSIBLE AGENCY: U. S. Department of Energy 

TITLE: Final Environmental Impact Statement, Special Isotope Separation Project, Idaho National 

Engineering Laboratory, Idaho Falls, Idaho 

CONTACT: Additional information concerning this statement can be obtained from: 

Mr. J. P. Hamric 

SIS Project Manager 

Idaho Operations Office 

U.S. Department of Energy 

785 DOE Place 

Idaho Falls, ID 83402-1133 

(208) 526-0306 

For general information on the Department of Energy's EIS process, contact: 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Environment, Safety and Health 

U. S. Department of Energy 

Attention: Ms. Carol Borgstrom (EH-25) 

Director, Office of NEPA Project Assistance 

Room 3E-080, Forrestal Building 

1000 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, DC 20585 

(202) 586-4600 

ABSTRACT: The purpose of this Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is to provide environmental 

input into a U. S. Department of Energy (DOE) decision on the proposed construction and oper

ation of a Special Isotope Separation (SIS) Project using the Atomic Vapor Laser Isotope 

Separation (AVLIS) process technology and on the selection of a site for such a project. 

The SIS Project would provide DOE with the capability of segregating the isotopes of DOE

owned plutonium into specific isotopic concentrations. This capability is needed to pro

vide a contingent capability in DOE's production of nuclear materials for national defense. 

The alternatives considered in detail in this EIS include (1) constructing and operating 

the SIS Project at the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory (INEL) near Idaho Falls, 

Idaho; (2) constructing and operating the SIS Project at the Hanford Site near Richland, 

Washington; (3) constructing and operating the SIS Project at the Savannah River Plant 

(SRP) near Aiken, South Carolina; and (4) no action, or not constructing and operating the 

SIS Project. 

This EIS includes discussion of the SIS facilities and processes; the environmental 

consequences of constructing and operating the facilities at the alternative sites; the 

environmental consequences of no action; and the potential environmental consequences 

caused by postulated accidents. 
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FOREWORD TO VOLUMES 3 THROUGH 6 

The comment/response and comment (reproduced public input) volumes of the Special Isotope 

Separation (SIS) Project Final EIS have been prepared in compliance with the Council of Environmental 

Quality (CEQ) regulations 40 CFR 1503.4 and 1506.6. These volumes contain the reproduced public input 

and DOE's responses to the comments received during the public comment period on the Draft EIS. 

Notice of availability of the Draft EIS for the Special Isotope Separation (SIS) Project appeared 

in the Federal on February 19, 1988. The Federal Register notice invited comment on the 

Draft EIS within the 60-day comment period, which ended April 21 , 1988. Six public hearings were 

held, as follows: 

Idaho Falls, Idaho 

Twin Falls, Idaho 

Boise, Idaho 

March 25 and 30, 1988 

March 28 and 31, 1988 

March 26 and 29, 1988 

At the beginning of the public comment period, a procedure was established to receive, document. 

identify, and prepare responses to public comments. Each comment (written, oral, or an exhibit) was 

assigned an identification number and is reproduced in Volumes 3 through 6 of the Final EIS. 

The identification numbers assigned were as follows: 

IXXX 

I5XX 

TXXX 

T5XX 

BXXX 

B2XX 

WXXX 

Ora 1 testimony given at the March 25 

Oral testimony given at the March 30 

Ora 1 testimony given at the March 28 

Oral testimony given at the March 31 

Ora 1 testimony given at the March 26 

Oral testimony given at the March 29 

= Written testimony sent to DOE during 

Idaho Fa lls hearing. 

Idaho Fa 11 s hearing. 

Twin Falls hearing. 

Twin Falls hearing. 

Boise hearing. 

Boise hearing. 

the comment period. 

EXXX Exhibits (i.e., written testimony, letters, pictures, poems) submitted at the hearings. 

XXX Number designating order in which the testimony was received. 

Note: The Moscow City Council Commission on Health and the Environment held a public hearing to 

obtain comment on the Draft EIS for the proposed SIS Project. The transcripts and exhibits 

received by DOE from this hearing have been entered into the record as written comment W284. 

All letters, transcripts of oral testimony, and accompanying exhibits were photostatically 

reproduced and are included in Volumes 3 through 6 of the Final EIS. Specifically, Volume 3 contains 

transcripts of the oral testimony, Volumes 4 and 5 contain exhibits submitted during the public 

hearings, and Volume 6 contains written comments received by DOE. Volume 2 addresses the specific 

comments contained in Volumes 3 through 6 designated by a comment summary number placed in the margins 

next to the testimony, as applicable. This number refers to the associated Volume 2 comment summary 

and response. The introduction in the front of Volume 2 contains guidance for locating specific 

public testimony, summary comments, and the associated responses to the comments. Appendices A 

through E at the end of Volume 2 provide cross-references between the reproduced public input 

contained in Volumes 3 through 6, and the corresponding summary comments and responses comprising 

Volume 2. 

In reviewing the unedited transcript of the oral testimony, DOE has exercised its judgement to 

interpret the intent of the comment when the transcription is obviously in error (e.g., RIFT is 

interpreted to mean WIPP on pages 310-313, Melinda Kassen's name was misspelled on pages 320-323, 

etc. ) 
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Order 

No. 

BOOI 

B002 

B003 

B004 

BOOS 

B005 

B007 

B008 

B009 

BOlO 

BOll 

B012 

B013 

B014 

BOIS 

B016 

B017 

B018 

B019 

B020 

B021 

B022 

B023 

B024 

VOLUME 3 - ORAL TESTIMONY 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Name 

McClure, James, Senator 

Craig, Larry, Congressman 

Jores, Jim, Attorney General 

R1cks, Mark, State Senator 

Kennevick, Jack, Representative 

Rydalch, Ann, State Senator 

Davis, Jackson 

Ha\Vk ins, James 

Donovan, Richard 

Kiebert, Kermit 

Richardson, Mack 

Broscious, Chuck 

Casey, Gregory 

Kerns, James E 

Eschen, Thomas B 

Audin, Lindsay 

Eschelin, Chris 

Davis, Spencer 

Farber, Jason 

BatJ!llan, Mari lyn 

W i lso�, Monte 

Stauts, Robert 

Biwman, Lois 

Bachelder, Carol 

vii 

Location No. 

Washington DC 8 

Washington, DC 11 

Boise, 10 12 

Rexburg, 10 14 

Boise, 10 15 

Idaho Falls, 10 15 

Santa Cruz, CA 19 

Boise, 10 23 

Boise, 10 24 

Boise, 10 25 

Boise, 10 27 

Moscow, 10 28 

Boise, 10 31 

Boise, 10 34 

Boise, 10 35 

Osslning, NY 3S 

Boise, 10 42 

Boise, 10 43 

Bosie, 10 44 

Ca ldwe 11, 10 44 

Boise, 10 48 

Boise, 10 50 

Boise, 10 51 

Boise, r 0 52 

Page

34

43

44

44



Order 

No. Name Location Pa� 
B025 McLuskie, Ed Boise, ID 53 

B026 Russell, Shelley McCa 11, ID 55 

B027 Hausrath, Anne Sites Boise, ID 57 

B028 Tackman, Keith Boise, ID 57 

B029 Balsley, Ronald Pocate 110, ID 58 

B030 Hauder, Larry Boise, ID 59 

B031 Burnes ( Cepren ) , Fr. Sergus Boise, ID 61 

B032 Kirgis, Ga i 1 Boise, ID 63 

B033 Mattell, Walt Idaho City, ID 65 

B034 Ostermiller, Lisa McCall, ID 66 

B035 Hansen, Dorothy Boise, ID 67 

B036 Clark, Patricia Boise, ID 68 

B037 Carter, Jerry Boise, ID 68 

B038 McMurtrie, Mary Eagle, ID 70 

B039 Lel"ii s, Suzanne Boise, ID 72 

B040 Ronayne, Diane Boise, ID 73 

B041 Bartholomew, Rory Nampa, ID 74 

B042 Sedgwick, Allison Boise, ID 74 

B043 Tobias, Ne lle McCa 11, I D  75 

B044 Neff , Steve Boise, I D  76 

B045 Nebelsick-Carter, Becky Boise, ID 79 

B046 McClaran, Don McCa 11, ID 81 

B047 Young, Lois Boise, ID 81 

B048 Brewer, Tim Boise, ID 81 

B049 L iebentha 1, Deanah Boise, ID 83 

B050 Odmark, Jean McCa 11, I D  84 

v;;; 
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Order 

No. Name Location No. 

B051 Hesselbarth, Woody McCa 11, ID 84 

B052 Eschen, Maria Boise, ID 85 

B053 Bude 11, Carl Nampa, ID 95 

B054 Butters, Mary Moscow, ID 97 

BOSS Ha 11, Patricia Boise, ID 100 

B055 McElhinney, Gwynne Boise, ID 103 

B057 Coon, Maggie Boise, ID 107 

B058 Kreider, C. Fuji LaGrande, OR III 

B059 Skoro, Charles Boise, ID 113 

B050 Sutton, Robert B. Boise, ID 115 

B051 Conley, Pamela Boise, 1 D 118 

B052 No It, Leonard Bo i se, I D 119 

B053 Blain, Michael J. Boise, 1 D 120 

B054 Wardwe 11, Ed Boise, ID 122 

B055 Keener, Margaret Boise, ID 123 

B055 Baker, Dick Boise , ID 1 24 

B057 Carpenter, Rocky Boise, 1 D 125 

B058 Daci'lby, John Boise, 1 D 127 

B059 Douglas, David Bo i se, ID 128 

B070 Stolz, Randy Boise, ID 129 

BOll Bjornsen, Robert Lind Boise, ID 131 

B072 Teater, Timothy Boise, ID 132 

B073 Eccles, Eloise Ann Boise, ID 134 

B074 Loft, Andrea Boise 1 D 135 

B075 Brovmsmi th, Cynthia BOlse ID 135 

B076 Roberts, Debra Boise ID 138 

ix 

No.

6053

Hall,

B057 Coon,

Carl

J.

B064 Ed

B066

B067

ID

OR

Page

96

97

116

124

126

132
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Order 

No. Name Location No. 
B077 Jones, Michael R. Boise, 10  140 

B078 Parkin, Kate Boise, 10  142 

B079 Casler, Sa lly Boi se, 1 0  1 43 

B080 Tod, Mark Boise, 10  145 

B081 Van Valkenburgh, Jack Boise, 10  147 

B082 Leisk, Alan Boise, 10  149 

B083 Silva, Karen L. Boise, 10  ISO 

B084 Sali, Gregory Boise, 10  lSI 

B085 McGlinsky, Alfred M. Boise, 10  153 

B086 Reaci, Heidi Boise, 10 156 

B087 Eastlake, Susan Boise, IO 158 

B088 Moore, Co lleen Boise, 10  159 

B089 Falconer, Mark Boise, 10  168 

B090 Myers, Edie Boise, IO 170 

B091 McCo llum, Lyn Boise, IO III 

B092 Keyes, Oav id Boise, 10 172 

B093 Burgess, J. Roger Boise, IO 174 

B094 Hahn, Ri chard Boise, IO 175 

B095 Harker, Barbara Boise, lD 177 

B096 Leeson, Jane Boise, 10  1 79 

B097 Harker, Dan Boise, IO 182 

B098 Hemmingway, Ruth Boise, 1 0  183 

B099 Ha rms, John Boise, IO 183 

B100 Ho It, Jane Boise, IO 184 

B101 Miller, Beverly Boise, 10 185 

B102 Cosho, Janet Boi se, lD 186 

x 
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Order 

No. Name Location No. 

B103 Strait, Dorothy Boise, ID 187 

B104 Bennett , Virginia Boise, I D  189 

BIOS Gundersen, Lorraine Nampa, ID 190 

B106 Heberger, Roy Boise, ID 191 

B107 Nelson, Martin Boise, ID 193 

B108 Moore, Patrick Boise, ID 194 

B109 Sprague, Mark Boise, ID 195 

B110 Ben�ett, George Boise, ID 197 

BIll Fothergi 11, Al Boise, 1 0  198 

Bl12 Baker, Alicia Boise, I D 200 

Bl 13 Ce 1 ick, Janet R. Boise, I D 200 

Bl14 Garvin, Chuck Boise, I D  202 

B115 Heylmun, Ga i 1 Boise, I D 203 

Bl16 Thompson, David Boise I D 206 

Bl17 Emberton, David Boise, 10 206 

B201 Johnston, Jeff Boise, 1 0  215 

B202 Rikoon, Robert Eagle, ID 216 

B203 Bradley, Katherine Ketchum, ID 218 

B204 Warner, Liz Boise, I D 221 

B205 Turner, Claire Boise, ID 221 

B206 Kaye, Scott Boise, ID 223 

B207 Bartholomew, Rory Nampa, ID 224 

B208 Joslyn, Alvin W. Meridian, 1 0  224 

B209 Cooke, Kerry Boise, ID 226 

B210 Gehrke, Craig Boise, I D 228 

B211 Barringer, John Boise, ID 229 

xi 
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Order 

No. Name Location No. 
B212 Culhane, Timothy Boise, I D  230 

B213 Eschen, Chris Boise, I D 231 

B214 Hayes, Roger Boise, ID 232 

B215 Gu i 1es, Peggy Boise, ID 234 

B216 Merr ill, Liz Boise, ID 234 

B217 Ha 11, Dale O. Boise, ID 235 

B218 Kriz, John Boise, I D 236 

B219 Ha'n i Hon, Curtis Boise, ID 237 

B220 Spoff ord, Pauline Bo i se, ID 238 

B221 Scharf, Lee Boise, ID 239 

B222 Kruskopf, Mark Boi se, ID 240 

B223 Peavey, John, State Senator Arco, I D 242 

B224 Brown, Scott Boise, ID 244 

B225 Morris, Wayne Boise, I D 246 

B226 Corke, Patricia Boise, ID 248 

B227 Crowe, Diane Boise, ID 249 

B228 Kavanagh, Ken Boise, ID 250 

B229 Yount, Stuart Boise, ID 250 

B230 Ross, Jeanette Boise, ID 251 

B231 Von A lten, Tom Boise, I D 252 

B232 Cannon, Joanne Boise, ID 253 

B233 Jackson, Andrea Boise, ID 254 

B234 Finn, Rebeca Boise, ID 255 

B235 Jones, Teresa Boise, I D 256 

B236 Wright, Richard Boise, ID 257 

B237 McMuni ga1, Caro 1 Boise, ID 257 

xii 
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Order 

No. Name Location Pa� 
B238 Oion, J. J. Boise , 1 0  257 

B239 Jones, Glenn Boise, 10  258 

B240 Hatab, Christine Boise, 1 0  259 

B241 Acilnlre, Patricia Boise, 1 0  261 

B242 Matzek, Betty Eagle, 1 0  263 

B243 Siever, Dick Boise, 1 0  264 

B244 Hoefnagels, Cees Boise, 1 0  265 

B245 Ga 1 indo, Valerie Boise, 1 0  266 

B246 Knapp, Jon Eagle, 10  267 

B247 Boyles, Jean Bo i se, 1 0  269 

B248 Ga 1 indo, Luiz Boise, 1 0  269 

B249 Bjornsen, Fritz Boise, 1 0  270 

B250 Bernatas, Susan Boise, 1 0  271 

B251 Hoppie, Kim Gaarclner Boise, 1 0  273 

B252 Wooten, Kathie Boise. 10  274 

B253 Flinn. Alicia Boise, 1 0  274 

B254 Truman. Pat Boise, 1 0  275 

B255 Orr, Michael C. Boise. 1 0  276 

B256 Lundquist , Nathan Boise , 1 0  277 

B257 Thlebert, Deanna Boise. 10  279 

B258 OuFosse, Bryan Boise, 10  279 

B259 Carriveau, Lori Boise. 1 0  280 

B260 Pilotte, Dan Boise. 1 0  281 

B261 SI'ianstrum. Jeff Boise, 1 0  282 

B262 Fease. James Boise, 1 0  283 

B263 Wooe!, Jim Boise, 1 0  283 

xi i i 

J.

274

274

275



Order 

No. Name Location �ilg� 
B254 Brockett . Jason Boise. 10 284 

B255 Harry. Jeff Boise. 10 284 

B255 Carlson. Bette Boise. 10 285 

B257 Spain. Stacy Boise. 10 286 

B258 Clifford. Kevin Boise. 10 287 

1001 Andrus. Cecil. Governor Boise. 10 299 

1002 Stallings. Richard Boise. 10 301 

1003 Car"pbe 11. Thomas. Mayor Idaho Fa 11 s. ID 305 

1004 Burtenshaw. Clyde Idaho Fa 11 s. 10 306 

1005 Cochran. Thomas Washington. DC 307 

1005 Reicher. Dan W. Washington. DC 310 

1007 Weida. Wi 1 1  i am Colorado Springs. CO 314 

1008 Hall. Blake Idaho Fa 11s. 10 317 

1009 Kassen. Me 1 i nda Denver. CO 320 

1010 Koplow. Ira Ida ho Fall s , 10 324 

1011 Albright. David Washington. DC 326 

101 2 Co 11 ins. Clark Poe ate 110. 10 329 

1013 Miller. Roy. Sr. Pocate 110. ID 330 

1014 Walters. Jon F. Blackfoot. ID 332 

1015 Sagness. Richard L. Pocate 110. 10 335 

1015 Watkins. Dane Idaho Fa lls. 10 337 

1017 Horan. John Idaho Falls. 10 340 

101 8 Richtsmeier. Jean Idaho Falls. 10 343 

1019 Conroy. Richard A. McCammon. 10 344 

1020 McKinley. Ted Arco. 10 347 

1021 Turner. Roger Pocate 110. 10 350 

xiv 

343

344

347



Order 

No. Name Location No. 

1022 Fann. Robert Idaho Falls. 10 352 

1023 Wh i te. James R. Idaho Falls. 10 352 

1024 Ritchie. Ada Idaho Fa lls. 10 353 

1025 McLaine. Fred Blackfoot. 10 355 

1026 Scrwendig. Lee Idaho Fa lls 10 356 

1027 Philipson. James Idaho Falls. 10 358 

1028 Saucerman. John Idaho Falls. 10 360 

1029 Russell. Darre 1 Idaho Falls. 10 361 

1030 Weiss. Thomas Idaho Falls. 10 362 

1031 Cheney. Kelly Rigby. 10 362 

1032 Crerry. Rex Rigby. 10 363 

1033 Anderson. Phi 1 i P A. Pocate 110. 10 364 

1034 Jones. Ross Idaho Falls. 10 366 

1035 Sealancler. David Idaho Falls. 10 367 

1036 Jackson. Tim Idaho Falls. ID 369 

1037 Autry. Vern Idaho Falis. 10 370 

1038 Cutting. Apri 1 Ha 11 Pocate 110. 10 370 

1039 Benson. Lanie Driggs. ID 371 

1040 Byrorn. John P. Idaho Falls. 10 373 

1041 Webb. Russ Idaho Falls. 10 374 

1042 Crockett . Gregory Idaho Falls. 10 376 

1043 Feuerborn. Pat Pocate 110. I D 378 

1044 Pehrson. Joe Idaho Fa lIs. 10 379 

1045 BrA i lsford. Beatrice Pocate 110. 10 390 

1046 Phillips. Birney Arco. 10 391 

1047 Bonnett . Maris ( Sister ) Idaho Fa lls. 10 393 

xv 
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373
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379

390

393



Order 

No. Nilme Location £'il� 
1048 Dro 11 inger, Larry Pocate 110, ID 394 

1049 Beilrd, James Seattle, WA 396 

1050 Wade, Troy, Assistant Secretary Washington, DC 399 

1051 S yrnrns , Steve, Senator Washington, DC 401 

1052 P0\1ell, Paul Idaho Falls, ID 406 

1053 Allen, Duane Shelley, I D 407 

1054 L iebentha 1, Jack Idaho Falls, ID 408 

1055 La rsen, Donn Idaho Falls, ID 409 

1056 Allgood, Lane Idaho Falls, ID 410 

1057 Burke, Linda Pocate 110, I D 412 

1058 Butikofer, Robert Idaho Fa 11 s, ID 414 

1059 Langer, Sidney Idaho Falls, ID 418 

1060 Rchertson, Robert L. Pocate 110, ID 420 

1061 Reed, Jim Idaho Falls, I D  421 

1062 Jensen, J. Allen Idaho Fa lls, ID 422 

1063 Hayward, LaMa r Idaho Fa lls ID 424 

1064 Martin, Linda S. Idaho Falls, ID 425 

1065 Porter, John, Mayor Rexburg, ID 426 

1066 Buch 1 i. Shirley Pocate 110, ID 428 

1067 Buch 1 i , Lavonna Pocate 110, ID 430 

1068 Haddon, Verlow Boise, ID 432 

1069 Geery, Daniel Shelley, ID 433 

1070 Turner, Kaye Pocate 110, ID 436 

lOll DeBow, Brad Idaho Falls, ID 437 

1072 Tornsic, Joan Idaho Falls, ID 439 

1073 Daly, Katherine Pocate 110, ID 440 
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437
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Order 

No. Name Location Paq� 
1074 Price, Rick Pocate 110, 10 441 

1075 May, Mary Teton Valley, 10 443 

1076 Jull, Paula Pocate 110, 10 445 

1077 Stoelt ing, Tom Pocate 110, 10 447 

1078 Nevlt on, Rachel Pocate 110, 10 448 

1079 Norton, Tim Pocate 110, 10 450 

1080 Proksa, Margo Pocate 110, 10 451 

1081 Jergins, Colvin Ida ho Fall s , 10 451 

1082 Cantrell. Ric Rexburg. 10 453 

1083 Kunz. Sam Moreland. 10 455 

1084 Patla. Debra Victor. 10 457 

1085 Aho. Margaret Pocate 110, I D 458 

1086 Miller. Bert Pocate 110. 10 459 

1087 Cartee, Bertha M. Idaho Falls. ID 470 

1088 E lle. Jean Pocate 110. I D 472 

1089 HO\"le 11. Dennis Pocatello. I D .� 7 4 

1090 Cartee. L T. Idaho ta lls. 10 476 

1091 CaIT'obell. Bruce Rigby. ID 477 

1092 Ritchie. Stephen J. Idaho Falls. ID 480 

1093 St. Clair. Barbilra M. Idaho Falls. ID 482 

1094 Goere 1. David Pocate 110. ID 485 

1095 Ne!leker. Vaughn S. K. Rigby. 10 487 

1096 Ke lly. Christine t� . Logan. UT 488 

1097 Erben. John Idaho Falls. 10 490 

1098 Ba,nherry. Ed Pocate 110. I D 491 

1099 Morrison. Bill Arco. 10 493 

xvii 

445

447

453

455

493



Order 

No. Name Location No. 
1100 Clark, Robert B. Idaho Falls, ID 494 

1101 Brady, Cliff Idaho Falls, ID 495 

1102 Park, Charles V. Idaho Falls, I D 497 

1103 Wor ley, Ta 1 Idaho Falls, I D 498 

1501 French, Lexie Idaho Falls, I D 506 

1502 Hunter, Ed Idaho Fa lls, I D 507 

1503 Tanner, John Idaho Falls, ID 509 

1504 Weiker, Grant Helena, MT 511 

1505 Park, Gary Idaho Falls, ID 513 

1506 Bra i lsford, Beatrice Pocate 110, ID 515 

1507 Biggers, Homer Bel levue, ID 518 

1508 Carter, Linda Ida ho Fall s , ID 519 

1509 Freeman, Lyle Rigby, ID 522 

1510 Pau 1 ,  Elizabeth Ketchum, ID 523 

1511 Edgley, Ronald Pocate 11 0, ID 524 

1512 Kirkham, Kathy Chicago, IL 526 

1513 Day, Nick Ida ho Fall s , 10 528 

1514 Proksa, Dennis Pocate 110, 10 531 

1515 Proksa, Jessie Pocate 110, 10 533 

1516 Horan, John Idaho Falls, 10 534 

1517 Minshall, Judy Inkom, 10 536 

1518 Wi lbur, Dave L. Rexburg, 10 538 

1519 Ancierson, Jack P. Idaho Falls, 10 540 

1520 Fleischmann, Gary Idaho Falls, 10 542 

1521 Burke, Linda Pocate 110, ID 544 

1522 Gagner, Lee Ida ho Fall s , 10 545 

xviii 

No.

John

ID

ID

ID

ID

ID

Page
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544



Order 

No. Name Location No. 

1523 Reale, Carta Pocate 110, ID 546 

1524 Turner, Kaye Pocate 110, ID 548 

1525 Jayne, Gerald Ida ho Fall s , ID 548 

1526 Asay, Larry Blackfoot, ID 551 

1527 Lap io 1 i, Max Rigby, ID 552 

1528 Daly, Kathrine Pocate 110, I D 554 

1529 Beuscher, Brent Idaho Fa lls, ID 555 

1530 Mu 11 in, Brian I daho Falls, ID 556 

1531 Anderson, Reid Idaho Falls, I D 558 

1532 Johnson, Melissa Rexburg, I D  559 

1533 Sucher, Dennis I da ho Fall s , ID 560 

1534 Watters, Donald A. Shelley, I D 562 

1535 Sessions, Ron Ammon, ID 564 

1536 Wa lters, Steven J. Blackfoot, ID 565 

1537 Olsen, Cheryl Pocate 110, I D 567 

1538 Snoderly, Rick Idaho Falls, ID 569 

1539 Olsen, James Keith Pocate 110, ID 571 

1540 White, C. E. Ida ho Fall s , 1 D 573 

1541 Meredith, J. Casey Pocate 110, ID 575 

1542 Brailsford, Beatrice Pocate 110, ID 577 

1543 Wi lson, Kathy Idaho Falls, ID 578 

1544 Chilckee, Al Idaho Fa 11s, 1 D 579 

1545 Whitfield, Michile 1 Driggs, I D S80 

1546 Whitfield, M iche lle Dubois, ID 582 

1547 Breed, Michael S. Blackfoot, ID 584 

1548 Norman, Kelly Ammon, ID 584 

xix 

Page

555

559

575

577



Order 

No. Name Location £'il� 
1549 Norman, Randy Chubbuck, 1 0  585 

1550 Wixom, Bryan Blackfoot, 10  586 

1551 Dcasen, Ben Idaho Falls, 10 586 

1552 Kunz, Thayne Moreland, 1 0  587 

1553 Gauchay, Vickie Dubois, 10 589 

1554 Breiter, Edward Ida ho Fall s , 1 0  589 

TOOl Lieder, Ruth Sun Valley, 10  599 

T002 Young, Lawrence, Mayor Ketchum, I D  601 

T003 Miller, Jack Twin Falls, I D 603 

T004 Moorman, Mark Burley, 1 0  604 

T005 Cates, Garth Boise, 10 605 

T006 Douglas, Norma Sun Valley, 1 0  606 

T007 Stoke, Jonathan Ha i ley, 10  607 

T008 McCann, An ita Twin Falls, 10  611 

T009 Massoth, Nick Twin Falls, 10  613 

T010 Harmon, J. Frank Pocate 110, 10 615 

TOll France, Ernest Jerome, 10  616 

T012 Ruprecht, Fami ly Twin Fa lls, 10 617 

T013 Stennet, Clint Twin Falls, 10  618 

T014 McDorman, Bill Twin Falls, 1 0  620 

T015 Walker, Benjamin Twin Fa lls, 1 0  622 

T016 Mahr, Monica Sun Valley, 10  623 

T017 Salzman, Jason Washington, DC 625 

T018 Freitas, Frank Idaho Falls, 10 527 

T019 Amrit, Fami ly Ketchum, 1 0  527 

T020 Lafey, Kevin Ha i ley, 1 0  628 

xx 

599



Order 

No. Name Location No. 

T021 Lever, Thane Ketchum, ID 629 

T022 Wiethorn, Ju 1 ie Ha i ley, ID 630 

T023 Bates, Dale Ketchum, ID 632 

T024 Alban, Daniel L. Ketchum, ID 632 

T025 Ne ill, DeWitt T. Pocate 110, ID 635 

T026 McLain, Elaine Bellevue, ID 637 

T027 Huston, Joan Twin Falls, ID 639 

T028 Gilmour, Bridget Wood River Valley, ID 640 

T029 McCann, Michael Twin Falls, ID 641 

T030 Greathouse, Lowe 11 Filer, ID 641 

T031 Alban, Susan Ketchum, ID 643 

T032 Fa llowfield, Susan Rutt Ketchum, I D 644 

T033 Hedge, David Twin Falls, ID 645 

T034 Green, Sylvia Ha i ley, ID 646 

T035 Laverty, Denise Salmon, ID 647 

T036 Hall, Rick Twin Falls, ID 649 

T037 Edgers, Debbie Ketchum, ID 649 

T038 Kincannon, Linn Sun Valley, ID 650 

T039 Glaccum, Ellen Ketchum, ID 651 

T040 Pearson, Brad Twin Falls, ID 652 

T041 Charlson, Kirk Twin Falls, ID 653 

T042 Ivory, Don B. Meridian, ID 655 

T043 Marve 1, Jonathan Ha i ley, ID 657 

T044 Munter, Andy Ketchum, I D 658 

T045 Stevenson, John Gannett, ID 660 

T046 Casbeau, Max Twin Falls, ID 660 

xxi 
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Order 

No. Name Location �a.� 
T047 Keresty, Laura Washington, OC 661 

T048 Lufkin, Elise Ketchum, TO 662 

T049 Stevenson, Eli zabeth Bellevue, TO 664 

T050 Thiede, Cindy Ketchum, TO 664 

T051 Backstatter, S t ua rt Ha i ley, TO 665 

T052 Jones, Mary Ketchum, TO 666 

T053 Hedge, Anne L. Sun Valley, TO 667 

T054 Whiting, Lee Ha i ley, TO 668 

T055 Harding, Chris Ketchum, IO 669 

T056 Biggers, Homer Bellevue, TO 670 

T057 Harding, Andrew Ketchum, TO 671 

T058 Burks, Oiane Twin Falls, IO 672 

T059 McGinl ey, Kathleen Be llevue, TO 673 

T060 Chisholm, Wi 11 iam K. Buh 1, TO 674 

T061 Ward, Mary Ann Ha i ley, TO 675 

T062 Randell, Ju 1 ie Kimberly, TO 677 

T063 McMahan, Jeff Ketchum, TO 677 

T064 Hanawa It, Vance Ha i ley IO 686 

T065 Wiethorn, Richard Ha i ley, TO 689 

T066 West, L ita Bellevue, TO 690 

T067 Wiethorn, Edith Ha i ley, TO 692 

T068 Green, Judie Jerome, TO 694 

T069 Moore, Gilbert R. Twin Fa lls, TO 696 

T070 Ransom, Bob Filer, TO 697 

T071 Kent, Arlo Twin Falls, TO 699 

T072 Ash, Virginia Buh 1, IO 699 

xxii 

No.

TO47

T049

TO54

TO59

T071

ID

ID

ID

ID

.P_Ne No. 



Order 

No. Name Location No. 

T073 Shoka 1, Edward C. Hagerman, 10 701 

T074 Fa irchi ld, Doris Buh 1, I D  704 

T075 Bell, Jock Ha i ley, 10 706 

T076 Beasley, Marlese Blackfoot, 10 707 

T077 Fritz, Jane Sandpoint, 10 708 

T078 Brower, Bi 11 10 708 

T079 Ti lley, Ray Hansen, I D  709 

T080 McNevin, Anne E. Jerome, 10 710 

T081 Davis, Donna Hansen, 10 712 

T082 Berntha 1, E. J. Twin Falls, 10 712 

T083 McA 11 i ster, Judy Twin Falls, 10 714 

T084 West, Chris 10 716 

T085 McCarthy, Michael Boise, 10 717 

T 501 Be llem, Clarence Rupert, 10 725 

T502 Pau 1, Elizabeth Ketchum, 10 727 

T503 Hawkes, Judith Ketchum, I D  730 

T504 O'Crowley, Janet Picabo, 10 733 

T505 McNevin, Tony E. Jerome, 10 736 

T506 Rodman, Ju 1 ie Bellevue, 10 738 

T507 Von Lindern, I an Moscow, 10 738 

T508 Marshall, Quay Ha i ley, I D  740 

T509 Sullivan, Mike Ha i ley, 10 741 

T510 Cole, Tina Sun Va lley, 10 743 

T511 Batchelder, Patsy Twin Fa lls, 10 743 

T512 Meyer, Richard S. Sun Valley, 10 744 

T513 Lagergren, Ken Ha i ley, 10 747 

xxiii 

Page

704



Order 

No. Name Location �� 
T514 Houston, Irv Twin Fa 1 1  s, ID 748 

T515 Persons, Lewis Ketchum, ID 749 

T516 McCarty, Wi lly Twin Falls, ID 750 

T517 ChAndler, Asa Ketchum, ID 751 

T518 Flood, Katie and John Picabo, ID 752 

T519 Barnes, Alison Ha i ley, ID 753 

T520 Ahlberg, Jerry Idaho Fa lls, ID 753 

T 521 Blunt, Andrew Ha i ley, ID 754 

T522 Landon, Janice L. Idaho Falls, ID 756 

T523 Laverty, Kent Ha i ley, ID 757 

T524 Murphy, Ke lly Castleford, ID 759 

T525 Hunter, Ed Ida ho Fall s , ID 761 

T526 Murphey, Suzanne Castleford, ID 761 

T527 Combe, Robert Idaho Falls, ID 762 

T528 Breen, Mike Ha i ley, ID 764 

T529 Belson, Janice Sun Valley, I D  765 

T530 We lch, Chery 1 Ha i ley, ID 768 

T531 Sursely, Kathleen Buh 1 ,  I D  768 

T532 Davis, Michele Ketchum, ID 769 

T533 Shatterly, Frances Twin Falls, ID 770 

T534 Piotter, Karl F. Ketchum, ID 771 

T535 Schneider, Betty H. Ketchum, ID 771 

T536 Bi lle, Donna Ketchum, ID 772 

T537 Jones, Mary Filer, ID 773 

T538 Pomeroy, C. W. Ketchum, 10 774 

T539 Siemon, Mark Ketchum, 10 775 
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Order 

No. Name Location No. 

T540 Ashcom, Ken Ketchum, ID 780 

T 541 Bergerson, Linda Ketchum, ID 781 

T542 Pomeroy, Tom Ketchum, ID 782 

T543 We 11 s, Matthew Ha i ley, ID 785 

T544 Ma cdonald-Steward, Margaret Twin Falls, ID 785 

T545 Mikesell, Dana Twin Fa lls, ID 787 

T546 U lahwt i , Ms. Twin Falls, ID 788 

T547 Salonya, Cal Ha i ley, I D 790 

T548 Paul, Taul Ketchum, ID 790 

T549 Emery, Dr. A C. Twin Falls, I D  798 

T550 MacMurran, Donald Twin Falls, ID 801 

T551 Sma 11, Wi 11 Picabo, ID 802 

T552 Deue 1, Herb Buh 1, ID 804 

T553 Beezley, Carrie Twin Fa lls, ID 805 

T554 Gabr i nett i , Tom Ketchum, I D 805 

T555 Ti lley, Martin Hansen, ID 805 

T555 Johnson, Al B. Buh 1, ID 809 

T557 Rowe, Carl Ketchum, ID 809 

T558 Brown, Carolyn Ketchum, ID 811 

T559 Donart, Sa lly Ketchum, ID 813 

T550 Anthony, George W. Filer, ID 815 

T551 Chisholm, Wi 11 iam K. Buhl ID 81 7 

T552 Pace, Charles Blackfoot, I D 817 

T553 Chupa, Marge Twin Falls, ID 821 

T564 Rickards, Peter Twin Falls, ID 823 

T555 Hoene, Phi 1 Ha i ley, I D 825 

xxv 
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No. Name Location No. 

T566 Nielsen, Garry M. Hansen, I D  826 

T567 Haynes, Catherine Twin Falls, I D 830 

T568 Chapman, Charles J. Twin Falls, ID 832 

T569 Richardson, Regina Twin Fa lls, ID 833 

T570 Di llard, Sherry Buh 1, ID 834 

T571 Drown, Teresa Ketchum, ID 836 

T572 Shockey, Carla Burley, ID 837 

T573 Hondo, Carolyn Burley, ID 839 

T574 Jarvis, Jeff Twin Falls, ID 840 

T575 Knaup, George Jerome, ID 842 

T576 Sellers, Ed Ketchum, ID 842 

T577 Krei lkamp, Korrine Buh 1 ,  ID 844 

T578 Gardner, Kathyrn Ann Twi n Falls, ID 844 

T579 McGinnis, Mary Twin Fall s, ID 846 

T580 Walker, Amy B 1 iss, ID 847 

T581 Pau 1, El izabeth Ketchum, ID 848 
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BOISE , IDAHO, SATURDAY , MARCH 2 6 ,  1 9 8 8 , 2 : 00  P .  lL 

�R.  EIGUREN : Good afternoon, ladies and 

gentlemen . I will now formal ly commence this public 

hc·aring concerning the re';'-iew of the Draft Environmental 

Impact Sta tement relative to the United States Department 

of Energy ' s  proposed Special I sotope Separation Project . 

This proceeding is officially designated 

as the Boise , Icaho ·public hearing , under Department of 

Energy Document No . DOE/EIS-0136 held on the 2 6th day of 

March , 1 9 8 8 ,  commencing at 2 : 02 p . m. in the afternoon , in 

Boise . 

My name is Roy Eiguren: I am the Hearing 

Officer for this and subsequent public hearings held to 

receive comnents �n the Draft Environmental I�pact 

Statement in the proposed siting , construction and 

operation by the Department of Energy of a Special 

Isotope Separation Project , utilizing Atomic Vapor Laser 

Isotope Separation process technology . will refer to 

this and in subsequent proceedings as the DOE/DEIS T'ublic 

Hearings on the SIS Project . 

I 'm an attorney engaged in private practice 

here in Boi s e .  I have been retained b y  the Department of 

Energy to conduct thi s series of public hearings as an 

independent and unbiased party to as sure the opportunity 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING BOISE. IO"HOI!l370' (�Ol!l) 33�HI�oe 
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for all  interested organizations and individuals , the 

opportunity to comment on the DEIS .  Accordingly , I am not 

the advocate for or against the proposed position taken 

by the Department in this proceeding ; rathe r ,  I am a 

neutral third party who has coordinated the development 

of the procedures to be followed in the conduct of these 

hearings , and wi l l  conduct all the hearings in these 

proceedings .  

The issue that i s  the subject of this 

proceeding is the Department ' s  proposal to site , construct 

and operate an SIS facility at one of three locations 

in the United States; The DOE ' s  Idaho National Engineering 

Laboratory near Idaho Fal l s ,  the DOE ' s  Hanford Reservation 

near Richland , Washington , or the DOE ' s  Savannah River 

Plant near Aiken , South Carolina . Each of these three 

sites i s  designated as an alternative as considered in 

the DEIS . 

The fourth and fina l alternative under 

consideration in the DEIS is the No Action Alternative , 

which would be a departmental decision not to site , 

construct and operate an SIS i'acility .  

As stated in the DEIS ,  the Department ' s  

preferred alternative i s  to site , construct and operate 

the SIS Project at the Idaho National Engineering 

Laboratory . 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

5

6

9

19

6

9

17

18

24

25

2

• 0 11011

•0151,10/.1.10 0370.

1200, 33•420e



N 

10 

II 

1 2  

1 3  

I. 

IS 

I. 

11 

I. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2. 

25 

To put this  hearing in perspective , I think 

it ' s  important that you first understand the key elements 

of the federal law that requires that the Department ' s  

final decision i n  this matter be preceded by a 

comprehensive review of the environmental factors 

associated with each of the alternatives being considered 

by the Department . 

The National Environmental Policy Act of 

1 9 6 9 , Public Law 91-910, generally known as NEPA , requires 

that all federal agencies develop procedures that "ensure 

environmental arnenities or values are given appropriate 

consideration in federal government decision making , along 

with technical considerations . "  

This law also require5 rec8mmendations for 

major federal actions significantly affecting the quality 

of human environment be first preceded by the development 

and completion of an Environmental Impact Statement ,  or 

EIS , that fully and carefully examines the potential 

envlronmental impact of the proposed federal action . 

The Department of Energy ha s determined that 

its proposed action in siting , constructin� and operating 

an SIS Plant is a major federal action tha t ,  under NEPA, 

requires the development and completion of an E I S .  

Accordingly,  b y  publication o n  October 3 1 ,  1 9 8 6 ,  a notice 

of intent to prepare an EIS in the Federal Register was 

3 
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denominated �s 51 FR 3 9 765, 

The Department of Energy has commenced the 

�rocess that has led to the development and publication 

of the Draft Envirorunental Impact Statement that. is the 

subject of this hearing . The DEIS was prepared by the 

Departrr.ent with the assistance of an independent 

contractor , the NUS rorporation , after an extens ive process 

of receiving public comment through scoping , or the 

initial input phase of this EIS development proceeding. 

During scoping, pub l i c  comment on the scope 

or magnitude of issues to be addressed in the EIS was 

received , as well as specific comment on particular issues 

themselves . Scoping included receipt of extensive 

written public comment as well  as oral comments from two 

lengthy public meetings or hearing , one held in Idaho 

Fa l l s ,  Idaho on February 24th,  1 9 8 7 ,  and one held here 

in Boise on February 2 6th , 1 9 8 7 .  

As a result o f  the input received during 

scoping , the following issues were analyzed in the DEIS 

relat.ive to each of the alternatives identified above : 

Off-s ite general population radiological �nd 

nonradiological effects resulting from potential accidents 

at an SIS fac i l i t y .  

I s sue No . 2 'The effect on the general 

pOl"ulation from emiss ions of radiological and 
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nonrad iological releases caused by normal operations a t  

such a facility . 

I s sue No . 3 .  Expo sure of operating personnel 

to radiological sources and nonradiological releases 

during normal operat ions o f  an SIS Plant . 

No . 4 .  Incremental differenc e s ,  involvement 

or impacts between the operation of the exi si:ing chemical 

processing faciljties and the proposed act ion 

alternative s .  

Issue No . 5 .  Effects on a j r  and water 

qua l ity and other environmental consequences during 

construction and opera t i on o f  an SIS �aci l i ty . 

I ssue No . 6 .  The cumu lative effec t s  o f  

operation of such a fac i l i ty ,  inc luding changes in 

support operations related to i t .  

Issue No . 7 .  The on-site and of f-s i te 

transportation impacts of nuclear mater ia l s .  

I ssue No . 8 .  A n  analysis o f  applicable 

federal , s tate and local regulations applying to the 

construction and operation o f  an SIS Plant . 

I s sue No . 9 .  Decontamination and 

decommission of such a plant . 

Issue 1 0 .  Irretrievable and irreversible 

cominitment of resources in the us"e of land , mater ials and 

scarce mater ials relative to the plant . 
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And , finally,  Issue No . 1 1 :  M itigation 

measures necessary to respond to any environmental 

consequences associated with each of the a lternatives . 

The EJS preparation review process i s  

governed b y  federal regulations estab l i shed b y  the Counc il 

on Environmental Qual ity , or CEQ , a n  agency within the 

Executive Office of the President of the United State s ,  

and b y  the Department o f  Energy ' s  own guidelines . 

The Council on Environmental Qua l ity 

regu lations that govArn these proceed i ng s  are found i n  

40 Federal Regu la t ions , P a r t  1 5 0 0  through 1 5 0 8 . T h e  DOE 

guidelines are found a t  45 Federal Register 2069 4 .  

These regulations and gu ide l ines have been previously 

marked by me as Exhibit 1 and have been introduced 

forrr.ally into the record of t h i s  proceed ing . 

The relevant CEQ regu lat ions requ i re that , 

and I quote , "After prepa ring a Draft Environment a l  

Impact Statement a n d  before preparing a Final Impact 

Statement , a federal agency must f irst obtain comments of 

any federal agency which has j urisd i ct ion by law or 

spec ial expertise w.Lth respect to any environmental 

impac t ,  and request the comments of appropriate state and 

local agenc ies which develop and enforce environmental 

standard s ,  a l so obtain the comments of Indian t r ibes and 

the public , with a particular obligation to a f f irmatively 
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solicit comments from persons or organizations who may 

be interested or affected by the proposed federal 

decision . Public meetings or hearings are to be held 

where the Department determines that substantial 

enviroronental controversy exists concerning the propv::ed 

action . " 

Accordingl y ,  today ' s  hear i ng , as we l l  a s  

t h e  other hearings in t h i s  ser i e s ,  a r e  being held pursuant 

to these regulations that I just quoted . 

The purpose again is to receive pub l i c ,  

Indian tribe a n d  governmental comment on the various 

i ssues iden t i f ied in the Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement .  

Notice o f  these public hearings are provided 

i n  the Federal Register notice dated February 19th,  1 9 8 8 , 

and denominated as 5 3  FR 5 03 2 ,  and on March 4 t h ,  1 9 8 8 ,  

which is l i sted i n  the Federal Register a s  5 3  F R  7 2 2 7 .  

Add itional public notice was provided i n  

publication i.n numerous newspapers throughout the �tate 

of these hearing s .  The Federal Register not ice s ,  the text 

of the newspaper n(" tj ces and the publication dates of 

each has been marked a s  EXhibit 2 i n  this proceeding and 

and has been submitted for the record by me . 

The public comments on the Draft 

Environmental Impact Statement will be received through 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 
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this and subsequent hearings held next week in Boise 

aga i n ,  Twin Falls and Idaho Fal ls . Wr i t ten comments , 

which receive the same weight and consideration by the 

Department in this proceeding , may be submitted by the 

public to me today and at the subsequent hearings , or may 

be mailed to Mr . -- to Dr . Clay Nicho l s ,  the SIS Project 

Manager at the Idaho Operations Office of DOE . vle 

can provide to you , i f  you ' d  l ike , the address is in the 

back of the room. 

Oral and wr i tten comments wi l l  be ccmpiled 

into a comprehensive record and in turn will be considered 

by the Department i n  maki ng a f i na l dec i sion in this 

matter . 

CEQ regulations that I referenced earl ier 

a l so provide that comments on Environmental Impact 

Statements or on a proposed action " shall be as spec ific 

as possible and may address the accuracy of the proposed 

Environmental Impact Statement or the merits of the 

a lternatives or both . "  

Al though the Department has determined in 

this proceeding that certain issues such a s  the need for 

a n  SIS  Project are beyond the scope of tnis environmental 

proceeding , I will al low comments on that issue as wel l 

as other i ssues related to the pro j ect individual 

comrnenters feel are relevant . However ,  a s  the Hearings 
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Off icer , I do reserve the r i ght to ask comrnenters to keep 

their comments relative to the subject matter of this 

proceeding when determined necessary to do so . 

Moving on to the proce s s .  After reviewing 

the record that we ' re comp i l i ng here in this h�aring as 

well as the other hearing s ,  the Department then may choose 

to mod i f y ,  supplement or rei ssue the Dra f t  Environmental 

Impact Sta tement prior to issuing a final E I S .  It may 

a l so choose to i s sue the DEIS as written as the fina l .  

The r�cord o f  Decis ion which wi l l  identify 

the envi ronmenta l l y  preferred a lternative chosen by the 

Depart.:��en t ,  along with any pr actical means to avoid nr 

m i nimize envi ronme ntal harm in the a l ternative selected , 

wi l l  also be issued subsequent to the i s suance of the 

final EIS . 

The Department , as a matter of federal 

regula tion , cannot proceed with its proposed ac d .on as 

ident i f ied in the Record of Dec i s ion until a minimum of 

3 0  days has passed from the date of i s suance of the final 

E I S .  

Under current schedule s ,  the Department o f  

Energy i ntends to i s sue a f i nal E I S  and a record o f  

dec i s i on later t h i s  sUlruner , tentatively the month o f  

Augu s t .  

T o  govern the conduct of t h i s  and subsequent 
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hearings in this proceed i ng ,  I have developed several 

procedures , in consultation with the Department of Energy 

as we l l  a s  representatives of public interest groups who 

have either participated in the public scoping meetings 

or have indicated the i r  desire to partic ipate i n  these 

hearings . 

These procedures were f i n a l i z ed between and 

amongst the various parties on March the 2 4 th and have 

been di stributed to interested parties along with a l i st 

of orga nizational representatives and individua ls who had 

registered to corrnnent at these hear. ings prior to �1arch 1 8 ,  

1 9 8 8  - - this i s  the dead l ine for the close of 

prereg i stratio n .  These procedures have been marked a s  

Exhibit 3 a n d  were previously submitted f o r  t h e  record . 

A l so previously submi tted for the record by 

me as Exhibit No . 4 was a complete l isting of a l l  pUblic 

involvement activ ities engaged in by the Department of 

Energy rela tive to the development of this Draft 

Environmen tal Impact Statemen t .  

A t  this poi nt , I would br iefly now l i ke to 

turn to the procedural guidelines that we are following 

not on ly in this proceeding but a l so in the otherhearings 

in this ser i e s .  I wi l l  b e  very b r i e f  and go through them. 

I think most of you are a lready aware of them, but I think 

it ' s  important to note them once again £or the record . 

10 
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Other than my opening statemen t ,  which I am 

preparins -- presenting at this time , and a s ide from 

remarks rece ived yesterday even ing from Mr . Troy Wade , the 

Assistant Secretary of Energy for defense programs , there 

w i l l  not be any other opening remarks or other remark� 

by the Department of Energy or i t s  contractors in this 

proceed ing . 

However ,  I would l ike to reference the 

fact that senior departmental staff i s  presen t ,  including 

10  Mr . Don Ofte , ,yho i s  the Idaho Operations Manager for 

1 1  the Department o f  Energy . Mr . afte and h i s  staff are 

12 seated in the front of the room. 

G> 
1 3  Comments in this proceeding will be 

1 4  received i n  the fol lowing order : Elected and appointed 

1 5  federa l ,  state and local governmental officials wi l l  

present their commen t s ,  followed by representatives of 

1 7  national , state and l o c a l  organiza tions ""ho a:r:e 

" participating in the proceeding , fol lowed by members o f  

,. the public who were prereg i s tered to speak prior to the 

20 end of bu siness on March 1 8 t h ,  1 9 8 8 .  

21 As opposed to prereg i s tration , the order 

22 of public commenters was randomly chosen by a computer , 

23 and those l i s t s  of commenters are publi shed in the back 

24 of the room on the sheet.  

25  Fina l l y ,  we wi l l  accept comment s  from 

1 1  
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members of the public who register at the door at this 

a nd subsequent hearings . 

Orga n i zational representatives and offic i a l s  

will b e  a l l owed 1 0  mi nutes f o r  o r a l  commen t .  fnn ividua l s  

wi l l  b e  a llowed f ive m inutes . I am the timekeeper in 

these proceed i n g s ,  so I ' m the official judge as to how 

long you have . I have been ask ing peop l e  to keep within 

the strict guidel ines I have listed , because we have at 

this point ovcr 832 total commenters in this series of 

hearing s .  

To a s s i s t  you i n  p l ann ing your t ime , I have 

a series of signa l ing devices here in the front . If you 

are an organ izati onal commenter and you have spoken f.or 

nine minute s ,  we ' l l g ive you a green light , and at 1 0  

minutes o r  close o f  commen t ,  we ' l l  give you t h e  red l ight . 

If yOll are an individua l ,  we ' l l g i ve you a ':lreen l iqht 

a t  four minutes and the red l ight at five . If you keep 

talk ing past the red J ight: , many terribl e ,  horrible thin<]s 

will happen to you . 

Due to the s igni ficant number of commcnters 

who have regi stered to speak , once again I reiter,lt e ,  

please keep withi n t h e  a l lot.ted time peri od s .  

I would also once again mention the fact 

that if you have written commen t. s ,  you may submit thDfic 

Coc "," c,coc' , 00' - "O n oc'oo n, o",cono', 

1 2  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING aO'SF 'OAHO aJ7C' 

1208) 336·92C8 

2

3

4

6

7

9

16

17

24

P 0 BOX 3715

BOIXE. IDAHO 83701

12081 336 9200

2

3

4

5

6

7

8 1

9

15

16

17

that. Tt's

P 0 BOX 578



-.....J 

10 

11  

12 

1 3  

1 4  

" 

, .  

1 7  

1 8  

, .  

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2' 

of great a s s istance to u s ,  because oftent imes people wi l l  

summar ize written comments and not give u s  the entire 

text o f  their mater ia l .  So i f  you have written comment s ,  

please bring them forward t o  m e  and I ' l l mark them a s  a n  

exhibit , a n d  they wi l l  b e  inc luded in t h e  .record . 

To accommodate the exceptional number of 

individuals who have requested to provide ora l  public 

commen t ,  and given the Department of Energy ' s  continued 

commitment to a l low all interested individual s  and 

organizations the opportunity to mean ingfully comment in 

this EIS development proceeding , this afternoon ' s  session 

a s  we l l  a s  this evening ' s  hearing will recess at 1 1 : 0 0 p . m .  

and w i l l  resume at 2 : 0 0 p . m .  and 7 : 0 0 p . m .  respectively 

on the fol lowing dat e ,  that i s  to say . what we ' re doing 

i s  resuming both the Idaho Falls as well as the Boise 

hearing s ,  

So those of you that have signed up today 

or are preregistered to testify and have not been 

accommodated the opportunity to publicly offer ora l  

comment ,  you w i l l  automatically b e  registered t o  speak 

at the continuation of this heari n g ,  which will commence 

next Tuesday , March the 2 9 t h ,  at the Red Lion River side 

Hote l ,  at 2 : 0 0 o ' clock and also again at 7 : 0 0 o ' clock in 

the evening . 

Any individual who i �  prereg i s tered to 
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comment at th i s  or any of the hearings or is registered 

a t  the door at this or any other hearing and has not had 

the opportunity to comment by 1 1 : 0 0  will in fact be given 

the opportunity to comment either today , i f  we can 

accommodate you , or , i f  not , next Tuesday here and next 

Wednesday in Idaho Fal l s .  

We are going t o  receive questions from those 

of you in the audience who would l i ke to ask the 

question s .  Due to l imita tion of tiffie , we can ' t  take oral 

question s ,  unfortunate l y ,  so we do have question cards 

tha t  are in the back of the room, and there are 

departmental folks i n  the back that can help you with 

the s e ,  if you would fill out your name and what group you 

are representing , plus give us your address , and write 

out your question a s  concisely a s  you can , and we will 

provide a written response back to you at a later date . 

A l l  questions and answers will be inc luded in the formal 

hearing record in this proceeding . 

Fina l l y ,  in terms of decorum that we ' re 

going to follow in these meetings , would ask you wherever 

possible to be as quiet as you can . This is a fairly 

sma l l  room, and noise carries rather e a s i ly . So , to the 

extent that you can , please be quiet . 

We are not going to a l low any combin ing of 

speaker time . If you have an a llotted time to speak , 

1 4  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

4

9

14

23

24

25

P 00P 570

130150 10.010 a5701

120131 35.041.208

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

25

P 150E 5719

0015E. i0p510

IPOSI 5010.920E



10 
1 1 

12 

co 
1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

, .  

1 7  

1 8  
19 

20 

2 1  

22 

23 
24 

2S 

that 1 S your time solely for you to speak , and we I· re gOing 

to leave it that way . You can ' t  combine with someone 

e l se .  

I f  you have charts o r  other visua l aids that 

you want to use , you may do so,  provided that you have 

that same material that ' s  on the chart in a form that we 

can accept here for the record , because , after a l l , this 

i s  a record , and i t ' s  not going to do �uch good to refer 

to a chart if you can ' t  get it into the record . 

Finally , as I mentioned , this is a record 

proceed ing . Everything that i s  said is being recorded , 

and accordingly when it comes your time to comment , we ' re 

going to ask you to step forward here at the podium , speak 

clearly into the microphone after first giving your name 

and address for the record . 

If you should h�ve any questions or comments 

about the procedures we ' re going to fol l ow ,  there are 

departmental spokesmen and depart-nental people i n  the back 

of the room who can help you with any questions you may 

have . 

We will  periodically be taking breaks 

throughout the course of these hearings , and i f  you have 

any question s ,  you "may step forward and ask them. 

With tha t ,  that closes my opening comments . 

So at this point we ' l l  go ahead and turn to our speaker 
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l i s t  for our afternoon sessio n .  And the f irst camrnenter 

today i s  the senior United States Senator from the State 

o f  Idaho , the Honorable James McClure . 

Senator McClure? 

SENATOR McCLURE : Thank you very muc h ,  

M r .  Chairma n . I would be very brie f ,  because I understand 

that this hearing i s  designed to a l low the Department to 

hear comments from people with respect to what should be 

l�one on the SIS Project . And the Department we l l  knows 

what my views are .  

But this i s  a unique responsibi l i ty for me 

as we l l  as an opportun ity,  because as a member of the 

Energy and Natural Resourc e s  Commi ttee , and a s  a memb�r 

of the Defense Subcommittee , the Appropriations Committee , 

I have been expo sed , perhaps , to a broader range of 

mater i a l  over a longer period of time than most of the 

witnesses who wi l l  testify . 

And I think, too ,  the people of Idaho are 

entitled to understand , at least i n  par t ,  what my reasoning 

i s  and why I made the dec i sions tha t I have and why I make 

the statement I make . 

Mr . Eiguren , I a s k  that my prepared 

statement be made a part of the record in ful l .  

MR . EIGUREN : It wi l l .  

SENATOR McCLURE : And let me summarize as 
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best that I can in the time that is available . F irst of 

a l l ,  the S I S  will be bui l t ,  in my view, because it is 

needed , not because it is needed to creale jobs in Idaho , 

which it wi l l  do , but because it is needed , r e :  defense 

for our coun try . And those are inexorable facts solicited 

from a whole range of test imony over the last  several 

yea rs , that there is a need for pluton ium producing 

fac i l i t i e s  in the Un ited States . 

I don ' t  know whether Secretary Waite 

told you or not tha t he was at - - left the hearing 

ye�terday morning - - a class if ied hearing before the 

Appropr iations Committee , on the very subject of whether 

there is need . And he left that before the end of the 

proceedings , because he had to catch the plane to come to 

Idaho to testify . 

But I want -- I use that as a means o f  

saying that the information i s  current ; i t  is not 

50mp th i ng t h a t  i s  oerived from f i ve or s ix seven yea r s  

ago ; i t  is current informa tion . 

There are a number of people tha t have 

suggested that with the revis ion of the defense budget ,  

with the negotiation o f  new agreements with the Sov i e t  

Union , and with t h e  hope t.hat indeed we wi l l  have further 

agreements with the Soviet Union with respect to nuclear 

weapons , that the need for a plutonium producing f ac i l i ty 

17 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

'. 

10 

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

14 

15 

,.  

,.  

20 

2 1  

22 

23 

24 

2S 

is somehow so drastically changed that there i s  no reason 

now to invest the money i n  production faci litie s .  

I ' m here t o  t e l l  you that based upon 

everything that I know and everything that I have been 

told and everything that I believe , a pluton ium produc t ion 

fac i l i ty is necessary for the security of this country, 

and a s  a result it w i l l  be bui lt . 

The second question that must necessarily 

be addressed i s  "1-Jhy Idaho ? "  

Wel l ,  because Idaho ' s  the best s i te , that ' s  

why . And i t  isn ' t  j ust my pride i n  Idaho or the people 

tha t are involved i n  Idaho , it is bec:=!use tha t ' s  the 

official  evaluation which confirms what many of us 

believe about the Idaho National Engineering Laborator y .  

The safety record a t  INEL i s  better than the 

national average , three times better .  I t  is exemplary i n  

t h e  approach to t h e  prob lems that are confronted i n  

technolog ies , t h a t  a r e  i nherently d i f ficult to work with . 

And yet it has a fine record of :-;afety , and that I s one of 

the reasons why INEL was chosen i n i t i a l l y .  

I want to t a l k  a moment about the hazard s ,  

because I think they were overstated by those who fear , 

and I think they are a l so overstated by those who don ' t  

want u s  t o  have a nuclear weapons program, for the results 

they hope to achieve rather than for the reasons which 
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they state . 

There is no danger to the aquifer ,  there is 

no danger to the aquifer from th is particular i n stallation . 

I would also l i ke to indicate that certa inly transportation 

i s  a matter of concern -- has to be , anyt ime you ' re 

transporting anything . Very recently we had two events 

in Idaho that should underscore something about 

transportation of nuc lear mater ial s .  

One was when a truck carrying some 

radioactive material went into the Snake River . Now, 

there was a great deal of concern almost immediately that 

there was going to be widespread devastation a s  a result 

of it. The only contamination from that particular 

accident was oil from the crankcase -- the only 

contamina tion . 

Recently we had a truck carrying agricultura l 

chemicals that went into the Middle Salmon River , and 

there was widespread damage downstream from that rather 

ordinary daily occurrenc e .  

I f  you want t o  put your concerns , let ' s  

order them i n  the priorities that really are justified 

by the dangers which are inheren t .  And let ' s  recognize , 

yes , indeed , radioactive mater ials have peculiar ha zard s ,  

and because they have peculiar hazard s ,  they have very 

spec ial safety requirements and safety steps taken to 

19 
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M r .  Eiguren , I want to conclude, knowing 

that you have a very long schedule ahead of you , and being 

somewhat famil iar with long hearing schedules , I ' l l  not 

burden you unduly , but I want to a s sure the people of Idaho 

that this Senator would not vote in favor of anything that 

I thought had a hazard for the State of Idaho that did 

not a l so have a tremendous demand from national secur ity _ 

I am a f i scal conservat ive , and I think 

most people know tha t ,  and I would not casually vote for 

the expend iture of up to $ l-bill ion of taxpayer s '  funds 

unless I thought that expend iture was necessary for this 

nation . Surely this pro j ect does have economic benefits 

to Idaho , but that alone i s  not the reason to support the 

SIS i n  Idaho . We ' r e  not doing this to create j obs ; we ' re 

16 doing it because it ' s  necessary for national security and 

17 its siting in Idaho has benefits to Idaho ' s  economy , and 

18 it 1 S in tha t order and in that context that we ought to 

19 continue the d i scussion about the trade-o f f s .  

20 Very hone stly,  I ' m very proud of the men 

21 and women that work at INEL , I ' m very proud of the 

22 tradesmen , the craftsmen , the laborers that contribute to 

23 the labor pool in the construction fac i l i t i e s ,  and of 

24 those who operate those fac i l it i e s .  We have an unmatched 

25 record anywhere in the world for ach ievement in safety 
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and for doing what is necessary and right for the 

taxpayers of this country, and I commend this particular 

3 I proj ect and hope there w ill  he many more . 

Thank you very much . 

MR. EIGUREN : Thank you , Senator . Your 

written comments have been received as Exhibit No.  1 6 0  

for inclusion i n  the record a s  having been received by u s .  

Thank you for coming . 

(Exhibit No . 1 6 0  was marked and entered . )  

1 0  :M R .  EIGUREN : A t  this point,  I ' ll g o  o f f  

1 1  the record . 

1 2  (Discussion o f f  the record . )  

1 3  MR . EIGUREN : \-ve ' re back on the record . 

14 At this point,  I would like to recognize the 

15  fact that the junior United States Senator from the State 

16 of Idaho , Steve Symm s ,  is here with us in the front row . 

17 Senator Symms spoke yesterday at the Idaho Falls hearing , 

1 8  and his written comments were entered into the record a s  

, .  Exhibit No . 8 2  of the Senator ' s  -- for the first 

20 alternative , which is to site ,  construct and operate the 

21 facility at INEL. 

22 Our next commenter this afternoon will  be 

23 the Congressman from the First District of Idaho, the 

2S Congressman 

""."0 .". �n, CO"', . 

Craig? 

2 1  
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CONGRESSMAN CRAIG : Thank you very �uc h ,  

Mr . Eiguren . I would first of all  like to associate myself 

with the remarks of Senator McClure . am Larry Craig , 

representing the First Congressional District of Idaho. 

I appreciate the opportunity to be here today , to test5 fy 

on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement on the 

Special Isotope Separation Proj ect . 

As we are all aware ,  the Draft State."'[,ent 

was designed to determine the environmental impacts of the 

Department of Energy ' s  proposed action to construct the 

SIS at the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory . 

As we also know, the DOE ' s  preferred 

a lternative is to build the project at INEL rather than 

the two other locations studied - �  both the Hanford site 

and the Savannah River Plant. , as you mentioned in your 

opening remark s ,  Mr . Eiguren . 

My Senator outlined very clearly the 

advantages of why Idaho deserves to be the location for 

the siting of this project.  Not only have we a historic 

record of the type of quality of work and production , most 

importantly , the safety records that have gone on at INEL, 

but a record that I thin� all of us can be proud of . 

It is an important component in our defense 

arsenal to have a new facility in the refinement of 

plutonium. We believe , based on all the possible knowledge 

2 2  
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that ' s  availabl e ,  that it ' s  clearly in this nation ' s  best 

interest to proceed with this project . 

Recogniz ing the time factor involved and 

a l l  of the people that are here to testify today , 

Mr . Chairman,  I would ask unanimous consent that my entire 

statement be entered into the record . And I would only 

conclude by saying that of all of the sites , Idaho and 

the reputation of the INEL clearly demonstrate the decision 

that the first alternative for siting in the Idaho Fall s  

area on that s ite is clearly to the advantage o f  the 

ensurance of a safe operating project for the employee s ,  

but certainly for a quality production facil ity that only 

Idaho is known for . 

MR . EIGUREN: Thank you , Congressma n .  

The written comments of Congressman Craig 

will be included in the hearing record as Exhibit No . 1 6 1  

as previously provided t o  u s .  

(Exhibit No.  1 6 1  was marked and entered . )  

MR.  EIGUREN: I note, Congressman , that one 

of the nice things of the executive branch as opposed to 

the congressional branch is that it doesn ' t  require 

unanimous consent to introduce it on the record ; it only 

requires my consent . We are officially at that point . 

At this time, I would like to call  our next 

commenter , who is the Attorney General of the State of 

2 3  
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Idaho , Mr . Jim Jones . 

MR . JONES : Thank you , Mr . Chairman , My 

name is Jim Jone s .  I 'm the Idaho Attorney Genera l .  

Presently I live here i n  Boise , originally from Eden , 

however ,  if anybody knows where that is . 

Mr . Chairman , I have reviewed the Draft 

Environmental Impact Statement for the Special Isotope 

Separation Project and find it to be a reasonable and 

credible piece of work , particularly as it pertains to the 

preferred location at the Idaho National Engineering 

Laboratory . 

It appears that construction and operation 

of the proj ect in accordance with the proposed procedures 

and safeguards set forth in the Draft EIS would not pose 

serious health and safety consequences for Idaho citizen s .  

Therefor e ,  I would urge that the E I S  b e  finally approved 

and adopted and that the project move forward at the INEL. 

As Idaho Attorney General , I have taken an 

active interest ln nuclear transportation , safety and 

storage issues over the last several year s .  For a period 

of two and a half years,  I served as chairman of the 

Energy Committee of the National Association of Attorneys 

General . As a result ,  I became acquainted with 

transportation procedures required under federal law for 

transportation of high level and transuranic nuclear 
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wa stes and with i s sues relat ing to high level waste 

storage . 

vJhi ] e  I have generC'llly been a supporter of 

the nuclear indu stry , part i cularly the work at the Idaho 

National Engineering Laborator y ,  I have a l so been concerned 

with safety issue s . When it appeared that the proposed 

Hanford high level waste repository might pose unacceptable 

r i s k s  both from the tran sportation and storage standpoint , 

my office inst ituted lit igation against the Department of 

Energy to bring about a reconsideratj on of the Hanford 

s ite . 

We a l s o  in tervened in a lawsuit f i led by 

t,he Environmental Pol icy Institute against the Department 

of Energy , cal l ed the Guideline Su i t ,  chal lenging the 

nuclear waste repository guidel ines and urging that they 

be recons idered . 

I have appeared before the United States 

Senate to present testimony on the P r i ce-Anderson Act and 

to urge that feder a l  activities , par t icularly waste 

repository activities by the federal government and 

transportation activities by the federal government , be 

covered under the l i abil ity prov i s ions of the 

23 Prl.ce -Ander son . 

24l Th is background is provided to indicate that 

25 I have revl ewed the Draft EIS with a crit ical eye towards 
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safety i s sues . My review of the Draf t EIS indicates that 

construction and operation of the SIS fac i l i ti e s  at the 

INEL in accordance with the proposed procedures and 

safeguards would not pose serious nealth and safety r i sks . 

It appears that adequate safeguards are proposed for 

handling and transportation of nuclear mater i a l s  and for 

disposa l  o f  waste product s .  

I note that the amount of transuranic waste 

that would be generated each year by operation of the S I S  

would represent a max imum increase of 1 0  percent of the 

volume of transuranic waste presently generated at the 

INEL. The report states that under normal transuranic 

waste hand l ing , process ing , and storage condit ion s ,  the 

poten tial environmenta l  consequences of the add it ional 

quantity of transuranic wa ste generated by SIS operation 

would be neg l ig ible . The report indicates that a maximum 

of nine add i tional r a i l  s hipments per year of transuranic 

waste would be transported from the INEL to the HIPP 

storage facil ity i n  New Mexico.  

The EIS indicates tha t there would be no 

significant expose of Idaho citi zens to risks e i ther from 

operation of the S I S  £aciJ i ties or from transportation 

of mater ials to or from the INEL. My review of the 

document leads me to concur . 

Going beyond the safety consideration s ,  
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however , and I think that has to be the primary 

consideration , but going beyond those , it appears that the 

construction and operation of the SIS facilities at the 

INEL would produce signif icant benefits for Idaho . 

Estimates indicate that it would provide up to 4 0 0  j obs 

during the peak construction phase .  I t  is predicted that 

plant operation will provide 4 1 0  di rect j obs and 3 4 0  

support position s .  

The project would add a new d imension to 

technicological advancement at the INEL, putting Idaho 

in a leadership position in the application of this 

advanced laser technology.  

So , Mr . Chairman , based upon my review of 

the matte r ,  I would support proceeding with the SIS Proj ect 

at the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory . 

Thank you . 

MR. EIGUREN : Thank you , Mr . Attorney 

General .  Your written comments wi l l  be entered into the 

record as Exhibit No . 1 6 2 .  

(Exhibit No . 1 6 2  was marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : Our next scheduled commenter 

is the President Pro Tern of the Idaho State Senate , 

Senator James Ri sch . I understand he will not be here 

but has a written statement for the record . 

Thank you . 
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The written statement of  the President 

Pro Tern of the Senate will be marked as Exhibit No . 1 6 3  

and included in the record . 

( Exhibit No.  1 6 3  was marked and entered . )  

MR. EIGUREN : Our next scheduled commenter 

is the Majority Leader of the Idaho State Senate , the 

Honorable Mark Rick s .  

MR . RICKS:  Mr . Cha irman , our national 

congre ssional delegation , ladies and gentleme n .  I would 

l ike to express my appreciation to you for this opportuni ty 

to appear at this forum and express my views . 

I commend the Department of Energy for 

establish ing and implementing procedures to assure that 

the requirements of the National Envj ronmental Policy Act. 

are adequately addressed at this public forum. 

It is  my belief that Idaho people have 

pursued the benefits at INEL because there is a hi story 

of safe and responsible managEment of nuclear activitie s .  

There i s  a proven track record o f  INEL ' s  ability to meet 

the demanding requirements while  maintaining the h ighest 

standards of safety and re liability . 

It is also my belief that those high 

standards of safety and reliabil ity not only inc lude 

activities at INEL , but also in transportation of 

materials to and from the INEL site . The primary goal , I 
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believe, of the transportation system is public safety . 

l i ve been impressed with the cooperation between the 

Department of Energy , the Department of Transportation , 

as well  as the Nuclear Regulatory Commission . 

Transportation safety records are excellent and clearly 

show to me that the protection of the public and the 

environment is of utmost importance . 

I know that liaisons have been maintained 

with state police organizations for years .  And now as  

the transportation safeguard systems have expanded and 

more formal arrangements were establi shed at the Governor ' s  

office level and the sta f f s ,  a s  wel l  a s  the staff o f  our 

Idaho State Polic e ,  escorts are armed and trained to 

specific criter i a .  I have been impressed with the 

tracking system, the qualified carrier s ,  the rigorous 

maintenance and emergency response . 

INEL has been a good neighbor and citizen 

for about 3 5  year s .  They have often played the part of  the 

"good samaritan " in a variety of ways . They have responded 

as a good neighbor , for example ,  on highway spills , even 

though they were not involved , but responded to requests 

for help because of their experti s e .  

INEL h a s  responded t o  government and civic 

organizations with orientations and training programs . The 

INEL is an outstanding partner . And I urn impressed by the 
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openness of INEL management with data that i s  requested 

from them . 

am confident that INEL can handle this 

SIS Projec t .  I commend and recommend and encourage the 

siting of thi s  project and that the Department of Energy 

is required (sic)  to designate Idaho as the location for 

the facility at the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory . 

Thank you . 

MR . EIGUREN : Thank you , Senator Ricks . 

Your written comments will be entered into the record as 

Exhibit No . 164 . 

(Exhibit No . 1 6 4  was" marked and entered . )  

Our next scheduled commenter is the Majority 

Leader in the House of Representative s ,  the Honorable 

Jack Kennevic k .  

MR . KENNEVICK:  Mr.  Eiguren , ladies and 

gentlemen . Thank you for the opportunity to testify on 

the Environmenta l Impact Statement on the SIS Separation 

Project being considered by the U . S .  Department of Energy . 

I support Alternative No . 1 ,  as stated in 

the Executive SUmmary . This alternative would place the 

project at the INEL laboratory near Idaho Falls . The 

existing facilities at the s ite have been a positive 

factor in the community and the state . \'1e value the 

expertise and the social concerns of the professionals 
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I feel that the SIS Project would be a 

contribution to stability and growth of our state ' s  

economy . O f  the estimated $ 9 3 7 -rnillion budget , the actual 

facility cost is projected at $ 5 0 5-rnil lion. The estimates 

are that a peak construe.tion work force of 440 direct and 

indirect personnel would be required . Since Idaho can 

readily supply this work force, the in-migration of 

construction workers would not be necessary . 

It is my understanding that the construction 

of  this project would entail a Laser Support Facility 

consis ting of a Laser Support Build ing, a Dye Pump 

Building, a Load Center Building , a Plutonium Processing 

Facility with a Plutonium Processing Building and an 

Administration Building . 

Idaho welcomed the initial research 

facilities many years ago and was proud to be the location 

for the first production of electricity from nuclear power . 

We have found the safety level enforced at INEL in both 

construction and operations superior to the national 

averages for construction of nuclear industries . 

We would be pleased for the opportunity to 

participate in the development of this project . The 

economic benefits and the scientific information that w i l l  

be gained from t h e  various components of the project will 
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have a beneficial impact fox many year s .  I encourage 

the selection of Idaho as the site for this project . 

Thank you , Mr . Chairman . 

MR . EIGUREN ; Thank you . The written 

comments of Representative Kennevick will be entered into 

the record as Exhibit No . 1 6 5 .  

(Exhibit No . 1 6 5  was marked and entered � )  

MR . EIGUREN: At this time I would like to 

call Idaho Senator Ann Ryda lch . 

MS . RYDALCH :  Mr.  Chairman , ladies and 

gentlemen . Thank you for allowing me this opportunity in 

this forum to express my opinion . 

Idahoans , for the most part , I believe , have 

always been proud concerned citizens . We have played an 

important role in the development of many first s .  That 

role has been led by a work force that is second to none . 

The Idaho National Engineering Laboratory 

contractors in eastern Idaho are the largest private 

employers in Idaho , and a total work force of somewhere 

in the neighborhood of l O , O O O -plus people work at INEL 

keeping in mind that ' s  about two and a half percent of 

Idaho ' s  total work force . 

And if I may, Mr . Chairman , I would like to 

point out a bit more as to jobs , and that the commerce 

end l  as I do chair the Commerce�Labor Committee in the 
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Idaho State Senate , that was one of my primary goals is 

the concern for job s .  Approximately $SO-million annually 

is awarded by DOE in construction contracts to Idaho firms . 

EG&G Idaho, the largest site contractor , 

spends about thirty and a half , thirty and a half million 

dollars annually with 900 Idaho businesses and individuals . 

The SIS Project is expected to require a 

peak construction work force of about 4 4 0  persons and a 

long-term operating work force of about 7 5 0  peopl e .  

Becomes a n  even more important factor when you stop and 

think that during the past few years ,  some of the major 

projects at the site have been completed without follow-on 

major projects to take their place . Needless to say , that 

does cause concern and does cause the potential for loss 

of a significant number of jobs . 

One of the foremost concerns of many 

Idahoans is the creation and retention of job opportunities 

The atomic vapor laser isotope separation process used in 

the SIS Project is a new high technology with potential 

commercial application which could be transferred to 

industry in Idaho and other states . 

Lasers are not new. We know that . Lasers 

were invented in 1 9 6 0 . However , the research and 

development seems to be taking giant step s .  Over a 

b i l l ion dollars was spent on laser research and development 

3 3  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

10 

1 1  

" 

13  

14 

15  

16 

17 

18 

in 198 5 .  \>Je all see lasers at work today --. supermarket 

scanners , laser printers , missile guidance , cornea shaping , 

repairing detached corneas , repairing detached retinas , 

compact audio disc players -- just to menion a few. 

What all is in store for this type of laser 

or its spinoffs? We know a few of the answers , but I 

suspect we don ' t  know them a l l .  

I suspect when the PBF Reactor was first 

built years ago at the INEL , they did not know that it 

would be eventual l y  used for the BNCT Project , which is 

a possible brain cancer radiation therapy that just may 

have the potential for saving thousands and thousands of 

l ives every year . 

Idaho and INEL have a strong reliable 

partnership . It is my belief that INEL wil l  do anything 

and everything to make sure a strong partnership is 

maintained . And equally,  I believe Idaho will do anything 

and everything to make sure a strong partnership is 

19 maintained . 

20 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I am confident INEL can handle this SIS 

Project . I recommend and encourage the siting of this 

project and that the Department of Energy is requested to 

designate Idaho as the location for this facil i ty at the 

Idaho National Engineering Laboratory. 

Thank you . 
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MR. ElGUREN : Thank you , Senator . Your 

written comments will be entered into the record as 

Exhibit No . 1 6 6 . 

(Exhibit No , 166 was narked and entered . )  

MR.  EIGUREN : The next scheduled commenter 

is  State Senator Lee Staker . 

Senator Staker? 

He is not here? 

Our next scheduled comrnenter will be Idaho 

Representative Con Mahoney . 

We are told that Representative Mahoney i s  

ill  and will not be able t o  b e  present . 

The next scheduled cornmenter is Joanne Wood , 

member of the State House of Representatives . Is  

Representative �lood here; 

Representative �lood is  apparently not here , 

so that concludes the list of all  the elected officials 

who have preregistered to testify this afternoon . 

Ladies and gentleme n ,  we ' re going to go in 

recess for about five minutes to take care of a couple 

of quick matter s .  We ' l l  resume in five minutes.  

(A  short recess was taken . )  

MR . E IGUREN;  will call this public 

hearing back to order at this particular point in time. 

Before we proceed further , I do want 
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everyone to clearly understand that because of the 

extraordinary number of people that have signed up to 

comment , we are going to accommodate a l l  of you. The 

way we ' re going to do that is at the end of the 

organizational representatives ' comments which we ' re 

going to now, we ' l l  start down the speakers ' list as it ' s  

published on those sheets in the back of the room . 

It ' s  roy intent to continue this afternoon ' s  

session until the hour of 6 : 3 0 .  We ' ll take a brief recess 

and then resume again at 7 : 00 .  

To the extent that you have been 

preregistered to speak this afternoon and have not bc�n 

accommodated by 6 : 3 0 ,  we will accommodate you on a priority 

basis this evening . So you would go on right after the 

evening organizational commenters speak , and there are 

only six of them. So there is a decided possibility that 

a great number of our a fternoon commenters here will have 

a chance to comment this evening . 

NOW, in addition to that ,  to the extent that 

you have either preregistered or signed up at the door to 

comment at this hearing or the evening hearing , and you 

have not been accommodated by 11 : 0 0  o ' clock tonight , you 

will automatical ly be registered to comment at the 

continuation of this hearing that begins next Tuesday at 

2 : 00 p . m .  at the Red Lion Riverside . We ' l l go from 2 : 0 0  
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until 6 : 3 0 ,  i f  neces sary , and from 7 : 0 0  until whenever ,  

to accommodate all of our speakers . 

So those are the rules of the game . Our 

intent is to accommodate everybody that wants to comment . 

The only thing is , if you do want to comment and you have 

not yet reg istered , you need to do tha t .  We will not be 

taking sign-ins at the door on Tuesday . 

So with that,  we ' ll go ahead and resume our 

l i s t  of cornmenters th is afternoon . Before we do that, 

i t ' s  awful ly noisy up her e .  Can we have quiet , please? 

I may ask that the door be closed in the back . It ' s  

difficult to hear . 

Thank you . 

Due to a scheduling confl ict , Dr . Jackson 

Davis of the Environmental studies Institute , who was 

scheduled to speak as our 2 0th commenter this afternoon , 

has requested that he be brought up in time . And I have 

discussed that with the next commenters ,  and that ' s  

agreeable to them . 

So at this point we ' l l  have Dr . Jackson Davis 

present his co�ents .  Dr . Davis is representing an 

organization . He ' s  entitled to up to 1 0  minutes for 

comment . 

DR.  DAV I S ;  Thank you very muc h ,  Mr . Chairman 

I appreciate your flexibility in accommodating my airl ine 
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Ladies and gentlemen ! my n�me is Jackson 

Davis . I am a professor at biology at the University of 

California at Santa Cruz , where I am also the co-founder 

of the university I 5 i\,uc!ear Policy Drograrn . 

The �uclear policy �rogram is a collection 

of faculty and students who are concerned about the 

scientific and technical aspects of nuclear issues insofar 

as they relate to policy questions . I have a long 

background in nuclear issue s .  I have testified before 

Congress on numerous occasion s ,  I have served as scientific 

advisor to numerous heads of state throughout the Pac ific 

region on nuclear issue s .  

Because of this long involvement with nuclear 

issue s ,  I 've been asked to comment on the Draft 

Environmental Impact Statement that has been prepared for 

the Special I sotope Separation Technology by the Department 

1 8  of Energy . 

19 I would l ike to emphasize that the analysis 

20 which I performed , which have here and would like 

21  entered into the written testimony, Mr . Chairman -- will 

22 deliver this to you at the end of my testimony -- is 

23 

24 

25 

entitled Safety IssUes Related to 

Separation and subtitled A Critical 

of the Draft Environmental Statement the 
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U . S .  Department of Energy.  

want to empha size that this report was 

prepared independently of my a f f i l iation with the 

University of Califor ni a .  I mentioned my affil iat ion 

only by way of description of my background and 

qualif ications in this  area . 

My analysis of the Draft Environmental 

Impact Statement focused upon health and safety issues 

and a l so upon environmental i s sue s .  To summarize my 

conclusion s ,  I find that the Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement is an inadequate asses sment of the potential 

environmental hea lth , safety and economic consequences 

of this fac i l ity to the people of the State of Idaho . 

I would l ike to document this general 

conclusion by describing for you three spec ific 

conclusions that my analysis ha s led me to . Firs t ,  the 

SIS technology and in particular the Draft Environmental 

Impact Statement I ana lyzed does not make clear that the 

proposed f ac i l i ty is based on a technology that is only 

partially developed and i s  highly experimental in nature . 

The technology would entai l  the handling o f  

large quantities of highly toxic plutonium b y  untested 

technologies in an experimental contex t .  In � y  judgment , 

the intrinsic level of hazard with a fac i l ity like this 

i s  substantial , I would estimate substant ially greater 

39 
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tha n ,  for example, with mature nuclear technologie� such 

a nuclear power genera tion . 

Second l y ,  the second genera l criticism of 

the Draft Envirorul�ental Impact Statement :  The Impact 

Sta tement relies upon design basis acciden t s ,  DBA ' s ,  as 

one of its principal methods for methods of asses sing the 

impact of possible accident scenar i o s .  A design has i s  

accident i s  o n e  t h a t  c a n  b e  controlled within t h e  design 

and engineering criteria of the plant i n  which the process 

technology takes place. 

The fact i s  that the design basis accident 

cannot be analyzed properly for the SIS facility because 

engineering c r i teria do not pre sently exi s t .  S o  t o  base 

a n  analysis upon design bas i s  accidents i s  a t  best 

specula t ive and at worst m i sleading . 

Third l y ,  and roost importantly , my analysis 

shows that the number of assumptions which unde r l ie the 

Department of Energy ' s  analysis signi ficantly understate 

potential risks o f  this fac i l i t y .  And I would l ike to 

l i s t  just a couple o f  these highly nonconservative 

a s sumptio n s .  

A nonconservative a s sumpt ion i s  one that 

does not adequately incorporate safety feaLures . First 

o f  a l l , the Draft Environmental Impact Statement assumes 

that only 2 5  k ilograms of plutonium at most will be 
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ava ilable for dispersion in the event of a significant 

acc ident . 25 kilograms , tha t ' s  about 60 pounds of 

plutonium , is a tiny fraction of the total plutonium that 

would have to be in process in such a facility .  

Just a s  a basi s for compar ison , a t.ypical 

nuclear power reactor contains roughly 3 5 0  kilogram s ,  or 

eight or nine hundred pounds of plutonium .  A mixed oxide 

fuel fabrication p lant contains 1 , 000  to 3 , 000  kilograms 

of p lutonium -- tha t ' s  perhaps 2 , 20 0  to 6 , 60 0  pounds of 

plutonium , of which perhaps halt is "in process and al:out half 

of that again is subject to dispersion in the event of an 

accident . 

So to c laim that 25 kilograms is the maximum 

amount that could be di spersed in the event of an accident 

i s ,  in my view, not credible . 

Furthermore ,  the Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement relies  upon release fractions that are abnormally 

1 would say absurdly,  low - - in some cases a fraction o[ 

a m i l l ionth of a percentag e .  I n  fac t, the largest percent 

release that is con�idered in the Draft Environmental 

Impact Statement is 25jlOO Oths of one percent . 

I went to the trouble of looking back into 

the documentation upon which these release fractions are 

allegedly based and discovered in that documentation that 

the range of release fractions considered credible by the 

4 1  
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industry range from . 0 1  percent to 1 0 0  percent , depending 

upon the particular form that the plutonium is  contained 

in that.  So  to claim that the release fraction would be  

2 5jlOOOths of a percent is,  in my view, again highly 

nonconservative in the sense that it understates the 

potential hazard associated with this facility . 

There are a number of other nonconservative 

assumptions upon which the Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement is based . For exampl e ,  propagated accident 

sequences are omitted on the basis of unattributed , 

uncited and unmentioned stud i e s .  The propagated accident 

sequence is one in which one event triggers a second, 

which triggers a third . 

The SIS technology would entail a number of 

subtechnologies under· the same roof , each of which have 

their own potential for acciden t .  For example , the 

hydriding and dehydriding processes that would remove 

plutonium from the collector plates j nvolve large 

quantities of hydrogen gas . Hydrogen is very explosive , 

and it would be in the same facil ity as large quantities 

of plutonium . The pos sibi lity of an explosion which 

releases lot of plutonium, followed by a fire , is just 

one example of a propagated accident sequence which has 

been dismissed in the Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement . 
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Another significant omission is the 

inadequate consideration of external initi.ator s .  An 

external initiator i s  something that is outside of the 

process technology which triggers an acc ident , such a s  a 

tornado , an earthquake and so o n .  The f a c t  i s  that a n  

earthquake of Richter .magnitude 7 . 3  took place within 6 0  

miles of this faci lity 1 5  years ago . If such an earthquake 

were to happen at INEL when an SIS facil ity were 

constructed there , the resulting ground shear could 

destroy the facil i ty and resu lt i n  a fac ility-wide fire , 

which in turn would have untold environmenta l ,  health and 

environmental impact� upon the State of Idaho . 

Owing to the what in my j udgment are 

inadequate analyses of the potential hazard of this 

plant, I performed a preliminary and very brief analysis 

which ut i l i z e s  the same exact d i spersion and consequence 

methodology that was allegedly used in the Department of 

Energy ' s  repor t .  This methodology i s  a methodology 

developed and promulgated by the Nuclear Regulatory 

Comm ission of the United state s ,  well establ ished , f ir s t  

published i n  t h e  Rasmussen Repor t nvASH- 1 4 0 0 ;  1 9 7 5 )  and 

has since been refined and upda ted . 

I used the same methodology to calculate 

the potential impacts of an accident u s ing conservative 

a s sumptions rather than the nonconservative ones that are 
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used in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement , and I 

found that the surface deposition from fal lout that would 

result from such an accident -- I as sumed that there was 

a hundred ki lograms of plutonium ava i lable for release, 

and that of this �rount , five percent i s  released to the 

environment i n  the form of a c loud fol lowing a fire . 

I then a s sumed preva i l ing wind direct ions . 

The most cornmon direct ion was to the northeast of the 

INEIJ fac i l ity . I calculated the depos it ion , the surface 

deposition of fal lout of plutonium onto the ground 

fol lowing such an acciden t .  What I found was that the 

level of contamination would exceed existing NRC maximum 

permissible concentrations by up to 1 , 0 0 0  times up to 

3 0  kilometers -- that ' s  roughly 1 8 �  miles - - from the 

site o f  the accident . 

I found that there would be significant 

contamination , almost a hundred t imes the NRC l imit s ,  up 

to 6 0  m i les from the s i te of the accident . That wou l d ,  

therefore, include t h e  c i t i e s ,  i f  my measurements a r e  

r ig h t ,  t h e  c ities of Rexburg , Idaho Fa l l s ,  Twin Fa l l s  and 

a var iety of other c it ies which are within range of this 

k i nd of an accident . 

I found that signi ficant contamination from 

this accident scenario would take place up to 1 6 0  miles 

from the source of a n  accident . Should such an accident 

4 4  
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take place , a l l  farmland in the path of the radioactive 

c loud would have to be e i ther abandoned or decontaminated . 

Ski resorts in the path of such a c loud would have to be 

abandoned or decontaminated . Cities i n  the path of such 

a cloud would have to be abandoned or decontaminated , or 

both . 

The econom i c  costs of these activities are 

not taken into account in the Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement , and I think that they should be before it ' s  

considered . 

And I see that the red l ight is up . So , 

in l i eu of something ter r ible happening to me , I would 

l ike to rel in(!uish the f loor and hand over this document. 

for inclus ion in the written record . 

Thank you very muc h ,  M r . Chairma n .  

MR . EIGUREN ; Thank you , D r .  Davi s .  

The document referencing D r .  Jackson Dav i s ' 

oral comments will be marked as Exhibit No . 1 7 1  and will 

19  be included in its  total ity in the record . 

20 Thank you . 

21 (Exhibit No . 1 7 1  was marked and entered . )  

22 

23 

24 

2S 

M R .  EIGUREN ; At this poi n t ,  I would l i ke t.o 

indicate to you that yesterday at the Idaho Falls hear ing , 

Governor Andrus testi fied . His wr i tten comments were 

entered into the record as Exh ibit N o . 5 .  He indicated 

4 5  
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t h a t  he h a d  ass igned to various state departments the 

task of reviewing the DE IS a s  required by the CEQ 

regulations that I spoke of ear lier . To present the 

f ind ings from the state and present comments in that 

regard are the four director s of the departments the 

Governor assigned to review the D E I S :  t h e  Departments 

of commerce, Health and Welfar e ,  Transportat ion , Law 

Enforcement .  �'1e ' 11 call upon each of those directors in 

turn for their commen t s .  

F i r s t  wi l l  b e  the Director of the Department 

of Commerce , Mr. J im  Hawk i n s .  

MR . HAWKINS: Thank you , Mr . Chairman . 

My name is James V .  Hawkins , Director of the Idaho 

Department of Commerce . and I reside in Boise , Idaho . 

The economic impact of the SIS Project 

appears predominantly positive . The project will create 

new markets and oppor tun ities for Idaho that will reach 

into the next century . Success in these markets will go 

a long way toward making Idaho a compet i t ive player i n  the 

arena of world technolog y .  

The SIS Project w i l l  produce many j obs and 

opportunities for bus iness , education , research,  and 

23 vocational training . Conservative -- I underline the 

24 woxd conservative -- estimates show the following on- s i te ,  

2S and I add to it off-site regional employment gains � During 

4 6  
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the annual construction per i od -- or on an annual bas i s  

dur ing t h e  construction period , there w i l l  b e  between 3 5 0  

a n d  6 5 0  employed both on-site and off-site , with an 

annual payroll to exceed S a -m i l l ion . 

During the operation of the SIS , there will 

be somewhat over 1 , 0 0 0  employed on-site and off-s ite , 

with an annual payrol l  to exceed $ 2 3-mi l l ion . 

�le a l so estimate there is a potential for 

increased technology support and spin-of f business that 

could lead to additional regional employment of 600 j obs 

with an annual payroll of $ 2 0-m i llion by the year 2 0 0 0 . 

To realize these opportunities , the 

Department of Commerce will pursue cooperative arrangements 

between the private sector and government at a l l  levels . 

The Department OT Commerce continues to 

e n j oy a true spirit of cooperation with the INEL . This 

relationship will have positive results i n  enhancing the 

economic development and technolog ical diversif ication 

efIorts Ior the State of Idaho . 

And in closing , I would like to say that 

prospects for substantial employment should not detract 

fram the efforts to e lleviate environmental concerns . 

am certain my colleagues from other state department s 

will assure these eIforts are successfu l .  

Thank you , M r .  Chairma n .  

4 7  
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MR . EIGUREN : Thank you . 

The comments of Mr . Hawkins will be 

included in the record as Exhibit No , 1 7 2 . 

(Exhibit No . 1 7 2  ';olaS JTlar}�ed and entered . )  

�·m . EIGUREN : The next one cal led i s  the 

Director of the Department of Heal t h  and Welfare , which 

includes the Divis ion of Environmental Qua l i t y ,  

Mr . Richard Donovan . 

MR . DONOVAN : Thank you ,  Mr . Eiguren . 

Good afternoon . My name is Richard Donovan . 

I ' m here in my capacity as Director of the Department o f  

Hea lth a n d  We lfare f o r  t h e  State of Idaho . M y  comments 

today wi l l  cover the i s sues related to public hea l t h ,  

t h e  envirorunen t ,  as they pertain to the proposed 

Spec ial Isotope Separation Project at the INEL . 

The Department has not analyzed a l ternative 

sites or the option of not building the fac i l ity ,  because 

we bel ieve and know that those are federal re spon sibilities , 

I wou ld like to offer some prel iminary 

f ind ings arod observations from the Department . We are 

plann ing to submit a more detailed COF.!:l ent that Hi l l  be 

available on or before Apr i l  21st . 

We have some concer n s ,  and our concerns l i e  

in three m a j o r  areas . Those are emergency planning and 

response , SIS monitoring and oversight , and the need for 

4 8  
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technical and f inanc i a l  assi stanc e .  

I n  reviewing the Draft Environmental Impact 

S t.atemen t ,  we have iden tif ied many questions and concerns 

about emergency plann ing , tra ining and response . 

v-le are particular ly concerned about the need 

to coordinate and develop appropr iate responses to 

poten t i a )  off-s ite accidents and o f f - s i te impacts from 

on-site incidents . Response plans should involve federa l ,  

state and local personnel . That may require an expl icit 

S I S  agreement for trai n ing and response to incident5 

inside and out sid� the boundar ies of INEL . 

Likewise , there should be comprehensive 

monitoring on and around the site during each phase of 

the SIS Project . The Divis ion o f  Health is concerned 

about ongoing exposure to rad iat ion and its cumu ) a t ive 

e f fects . We need assurances that releases do not 

exceed projection s .  Regular monitoring o f  anima l s ,  

aquifer , vegetat ion , emi s s ions and d i scharges w i l l  be 

required to provide that a s surance . 

State staff will seek max imum involvement 

i n  monitoring every phase of this proj ect , both on- and 

o f f - s i te . In add it ion , we will see�( max imum disclosure 

o f  i n formation and data for our staff and for the public . 

If the SIS project is approved , it will 

place a great. demand on a l l  state agencie s .  We will need 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING BO'SE IDAHO 8�70' 

12081 3:)�·9208 

to negotiate agreements for technical and f inanc i a l  

a s si stance from the Department o f  Energy . 

I have g iven yr)u overview. Now I will 

turn to more spe c i f i c  concerns . In the environmental 

area , we think waste minimization i s  an essential 

management policy for the SIS . P.educing the amount of 

wastes generated must be empha s i zed over waste disposal 

and storage . 

Other i s sues s t i l l  under scrutiny include 

10  routine and accidental atmospheric emi ssion s ,  by-product 

1 1  storage , aqui fer contamination , ·mixed waste s ,  percolation 

12  ponds and inject ion wel l s .  We bel ieve every effort should 

1 3  b e  made to preclude a n y  future use of inj ection wel l s .  

1 4  The Department o f  Agriculture h a s  brought 

15 another omission to our attention . The Draft EIS does 

,. not contain enough informa t ion about the ef fect of 1 7 1 radionucleids on a n ima l s ,  birds , and fish in the areas 

,.  

, .  

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

around INEL. There is some question about the impact on 

people who would eat these anima l s .  

P l an s  for monitoring dome stic and wild 

species in the INEL impact area could a llay that concern . 

Those plans should be spelled out in the F inal E I S .  

A t  t h i s  poi n t ,  I would like t o  take a 

minute to mention something that I know the Governor 

attested to ye�terday . He would lik� to emphasize that 

50 
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we think the Department of Energy should consider the 

establ i shment of a permanent commiss ion that will enable 

the state to be a full partner in mana�ing the potent i a l  

environmental a n d  h e a l t h  consequences of t h i s  particular 

projec t .  

Hhat I have given you today i s  r,lerely a n  

out l i ne o f  how we view the Draft E I S  a t  this time . As 

you can see , we will conti nue to scrutinize this pro j ec t .  

W e  wi l l  pay close attention t o  t h e  information presented 

in these public hearing s ,  and we wi l l  be i n  close contact 

with DOE as the pro j ect develops , 

Thank you . 

MR . EIGUREN : Thank: you , Hr . Donovan .  

The written comments o f  t·!r . Donovan wi l l  

be inc luded i n  the record a s  Exhibit No . 173 . 

( Exhibit no . 1 7 3  was- marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : At this time , we would l i ke 

to call  upon the D i rector of the Idaho Department of 

Transportation, Mr. Kermit Kiebert . 

MR . KIEBERT : Thank: you , Mr . Chairman . 

Lad ies and �entlemen , my name is 

Kermit Kieber t ,  and I ' m here to testify on behalf o� the 

Idaho Department o f  Transportation . My testimony will 

reflect the Department ' s  response to the Draft 

Environmental Impact StateQent regarding the Spec i a l  

S l  
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Isotope Separation Project proposed for the Idaho 

Nuclear (si c )  Engineering Laboratory . The Draft 

5 . 2 9 . 2  Environmental Impact State�ent for the Spec ial Isotope 

separation Project in general has provided a good analysis 

of the transportation element of the subject proj ect , 

and it ident i f ies the stringent safety precautions to be 

followed . 

5 . 2 9 . 9 7 The movement of transuranic waste and h igh 

level material does not appear to pose a greater risk 

to S I S  over the activities that currently are associated 

with the INEL . The calcula ted rad iological r i sk involved 

with the transportation element of S I S  is extremely low . 

However , there needs to be a commitment to 5 . 7 . 2  
support additional emergency planning and preparednes s ,  

particularly i n  the area of t h e  f i r s t  responder tra ining 

of state and local �ransportation offic i a l s . The 

training should not only address the potential radiological 5 . 2 9 . 69 
ha zard , but a l so "ITleasures to minimize any safety hazard 

wi th dete�TEnt devices used in the safe and secure 

transpor t .  

This concludes my r emar ks , Mr . Chairman , 

and I appreciate the opportunity to testify . 

MR . EIGUREN : Thank you . 

The final commenter on behalf of the state 

wi l l  be the Di rector of the Department of Law Enforcement,  

5 2  
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Mr . Mack Richarason . 

MR.  RIC}mRDSQN : Mr . Cha irman , lad ies and 

gent lemen . As the Director of the Department of Law 

Enforcemen t ,  I submit the fol lowing statemen t :  Upon 

rev iew of the Enviro�ental Impact Statement prepared by 

the Department of Energy, and speak ing on beha l f  of the 

Idaho Department of Law Enforcement , our interests are 

l imited to the transporting of hazardous mater ials and to 

the training of law enforcement personnel a s  f i rst 

responders to any accident involving these materia l s .  

I t  appears the track record establ i shed thus 

far by DOE is impeccabl e .  'I'here have been no major 

prob lems , and we would have no reason to anticipate any . 

Should this f ac i l i ty be located i n  Idaho , 

the Department of Law Enforcement w i l l  be consultin9 with 

DOE on the following : 

wi thin Idaho ; 

] .  Informa t ion on DOE transportation routes 

2 .  I nformat ion regarding trip schedu l e s ;  

1 I compromise s .  This is acceptable and we will  be qlli.te 

1 0 1 
I I  1 2  1 3 
" 

I S  

I . 1 7  1 8 11 19 

will ing to work with DOE relative to ma intain ing security 

of routes and trip schedu l e s .  

F amiliarization and response training [or 

state pol ice and local agencies i s  o f  great importance . 

He believe it is e s sential to provide expertise which 

could be cal led upon in the event of an accident ; 

to educate loca] resTonse units to the actual risks 

involved in responding to such acclden� ; to reduce 

panic i n  event of an accident by making people aware of 

the way �hey can help themselves ; and provide an 

opportunity to "de-my s t i f y "  some o f  the rumors regarding 

DOE transport activity . 

Should this facility be located i n  Idaho , 

the Department of Law Enforcement would expect to ma intain 

an ongoing work relat ionship with DOE author i t ies toward 

development of further safeguards in transport of these 

mater i a l s . 

M r .  Chairma n ,  that concludes my remarks . 

coHcc ""' ,"c" .. ""dOO U,., '", '0 ,""ohco '0 <OO�"' I :: I " " odoo 

and 

3 .  Informa tion on training for Idaho State 

MR . F.IGUREN : Thank you , s i r .  

The written comments of M r .  M a c k  Richardso n ,  

o f  the Department o f  Law Enforcement , w i l )  �e 

in the record as Exhibit No . 17 4 .  

(Exhibit No.  174 was marked and entered . )  

to an accident involving a transporter . I 23 
It I S  understandable that or'E ' s response to J 2' 

the first two pO Ints may be sketchy because of sccurLty 25 MR . EIGUREN : We would l Ike to 

5 3  5 4  
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four directors for being here today to provide the 

requested comments a s  provided by the CEQ regulations 

I spoke of ear l ier . 

That concludes the comments from members 

o f  the federal , state and local governments that we ' ve 

a sked to comment on this  particular document . 

At this  po int , we wi l l  now turn lo the 

comments which w i l l  also be up to 10 minutes for various 

organizations who are participating in the proceed ing . 

The f ir s t  organization representative ... ,ho will be here 

i s  Mr . Chuck Brosciou s ,  who represents the Idaho 

Organizations for Nuclear Safety . 

MR . BROSCIOUS : My name is Chuck Brosciou s ;  

I l ive at 64 Whitepines Flat Road i n  Troy , Idaho . I am 

a board member and representat ive for the Idaho 

Organ izations for Nuclear Safety , or ION S .  I t ' s  a 

coa l ition of organizations that ' s  dedicated to nuclear 

safety issues i n  Idaho . There are seven member 

organi zation s .  They include CANWE in Coeur d ' Alene , 

Idaho, Groundwater All iance in Ketchum, Idaho, 1'1oscow 

Chapter of the Idaho Conservation League , Moscow, 

Pa louse-Clearwater HANFORD WATCH ,  MOSCOW, a l so ,  the 

Snake River A l l iance , the Wood River Chapter of the Idaho 

Conservation League , and the Palouse-Clearwater 

25 Envi rorunental Institute in Moscow. 
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Northern Idaho is very much affected by 
INEL operations environmental ly , economica l ly and 
pol itica l ly .  The Department of Energy refused to grant 
a hearing in northern Idaho , and this ignores the fact 
that even the effects of the INEL operation have 
anything to do with the northern part of the sta t e .  The 
fact i s  that the way the water systems operate in the 
state , the water tends to flow north , and we are very 
much concerned about it . 

The Environmental Protection Agency has 
determined that the INEL has contaminated the Snake River 
aquifer . The Snake River aquifer provides the entire 
flow of the Snake River during the summer west of 
Twin Falls , because the f low upriver east of Twin Falls 
i s  diverted for irr igation . The Snake River is an 
essent i a l  part of northern Idaho ' s  economy . 

The c i ty of Moscow sponsored an SIS hearing 
on March lath . They formed a panel of 10 regional 
elec t ive officials and government off ic ials to receive 
public testimony . The C i ty Counc i l  chambers were packed , 
and even after extending the time period �o!" an addit ional 
hour , there s t i l l  was not enough time to receive all the 
test imony . 

Not one single individual spoke in favor 
of the S I S . The testimony was recorded and sent to the 
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determined that the INEL has contaminated the Snake River
aquifer. The Snake River aquifer provides the entire
flow of the Snake River during the summer west of
Twin Falls, because the flow upriver east of Twin Palls
is diverted for irrigation. The Snake River is an
essential part of northern Idaho's economy.

The city of Moscow sponsored an SIS hearing
on March 10th. They formed a panel of 10 regional
elective officials and gavernment officials to receive
public testimony. The City Council chambers were packed,
and even after extending the time period or an additional
hour, there still was not enough time to receive all the23 testimony.

24
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Not one single individual spoke in favor
of the SIS. The testimony was recorded and sent to the
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Department of Energy as official public comment on the 

SIS . Clearly northern Idaho does not want the S I S .  

Northern Idaho i s  already downwind of Hanford and we ' re 

downstream of INEL. Both DOE reservations have 

unconscionable records on their emissions . The Department 

of Energy promised to run its nuclear weapons production 

fac i l ities safely . They promise in the SIS Environmental 

Impact Statement that the health and safety of the 

genera] public and facility workers will  be protected . 

The truth of the matter is that the federal 

government established the Atomic Energy Act ,  which 

exempts them from any liability due to injuries sustained 

by their  nuclear weapons production and testing . The 

Price-Anderson legislat ion goes on to exempt contractors 

working for DOE from l iabi lity even if injuries are c::!.used 

by gros s negligence or f a i lure to fol low safety 

regulations . 

Witness the Tenth U . S .  Circuit Court of 

Appeals ' decision to overturn U . S .  D istrict Judge 

Bruce Jenkins ' finding in 1 9 8 4  that the government 

negligently fai led to warn or educate downwind residents 

of radiation hazards from tests conducted by the Atomic 

Energy Commission at the Nevada Test Site froTI' 1 9 5 1  to 

1 9 6 2 .  Jenkins ' earl ier ruling came after a trial of 

2 4  "bellwether" claims which represented nearly 1 , 2 0 0  

5 7  
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plaintiffs suing the government for some 5 0 0  deaths and 

inj ur i e s .  

There was no question that the government 

was negligent in conducting the tests and that it gave 

false and m i s leading informat ion at the tria l s .  The 

legal bottom line is  that Congress created laws which 

specifically exempt the government and any contractors 

who work for the government from l ia b i lity . 

Radiation victims from INEL can find no 

compensation for their injuries . Not only can they not 

sue the government or the contractors  whom they work for , 

but Idaho law does not recognize long-term radiation 

injuries . Typically it takes 1 0  to 20  years for 

radiation-related injuries to surface after exposur e .  

Aga i n ,  the legal bottom l ine exempts even t h e  state 

Workmen ' s  Compensation Commission from covering long-term 

radiation injur ies .  

Promises made i n  the SIS  Draft Environmental 

Impact Statement must consequently be v iewed as hol low 

promises . Individuals or communities have no legal 

standing in cour t .  Safety would by definition have a 

low priority because there is no accountabi l ity . 

Production goals  for the government and profits for the 

contractors will dominate the pr iority l ists . 

High level nuclear wastes will be transported 

5 8  
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from Hanford to INEL for processing at the proposed S I S  

facility and then o n  to Colorado ' s  Rocky Flats .  Idaho 

is not prepared today to deal with existing hazardous 

materials on its roads ,  despite some of the earlier 

tes timony that ' s  been given . Emergency Response Teams 

with adequate training and equipmen t  are virtually 

nonex i stent in Idaho. Due to powerful trucking and 

industry lobby , the state is unable to generate hazardous 

materials permit fees to provide funding for appropriate 

enforcement or emergency response services . The state 

has seen a dramatic increase in ha zardous materials 

accidents . 

The S I S  would dramatically increase 

hazardous materials traffic without any DOE provision 

for increasing the safety net necessary to protect the 

general publ ic . The ca3ks the DOE uses to transport 

plutonium and other radioactive material s  have flunked 

even the lenient Department of Transportion and Nuclear 

Regulatory commission criteria . DOE continues to use the 

casks because by law it is not required to comply with 

any other agency regulations . Even if one percent of the 

contents of one irradiated fuel cask were to escape in 

respirable form in an urban area, according to the latl?st 

and most authoritative federal health effects studies , 

thousands of latent cancer fatalities could resu l t ,  as well  
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High level nuclear wastes used a l l U  

generated by the SIS must be transported either by rail 

or by road . To date , DOE has not been able to build a 

cask that will pa ss any criteria other than its own . 

Inc luded is its most recent S I O O -million Trupact design 

which gradua lly leaks gases which bui ld up due to 

radiological bombardment within the wa stes .  

The DOE ' s  actions expose its  dangerous 

and mistaken view that the nuclear transportation issue 

is  not a serious issue . Such an agency cannot be a llowed 

to oversee the next generation of cask design , testing 

and handling , as  delegated under present pOlicy . I t  

is  essential that all  cask certification powers b e  removed 

from DOE and vested in the NRC , the Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission, to avoid repetition of these dangerous 

events .  

Similar l y ,  the SIS must not be bui lt  until 

such transportation ri sks are adequately addressed for 

both road and rail shipments and a final geologic 

repository is  built  and tested to receive the wastes .  

DOE ' s  waste management practices a t  INEL are incredible . 

Due to recent fai lure of the v.laste Isolation 

Proj ect in New Mexico , which was to  reo�ive SIS wastes,  

the  INEL will presumably continue to be  a de facto nuclear 
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dump . One-fourth of a l l  m i litary nuclear wastes are 

dumped at INEL as well as a l l  of the Three Mile Island 

contaminated reactor components . Over 7 . 1  m i l l ion cubic 

feet of radioactive waste has been dumped here on top 

of the Snake River aquifer . Over 69 billion gallons of 

rad ioactive water was inj ected directly into the aquifer 

between 1 9 53 and 197 4 .  These discharges contained 7 , 577  

curies of radioactive materials , according to federal 

repor t s .  Officials estimate that . 008  of a curie would 

k i l l  a person within a month if ingested . 

Even the timid Environmental Protection 

Agency was forced to f ind INEL in violation of the 

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act ,  which was 

originally established to police private industry waste 

management . Substantive corrective action is yet to occur 

because EPA will not shut down any INEL facil ity . 

Consequently,  violations are interpreted 

as a peer review without being binding . No civilian 

industry would be a l lowed to operate a s ingle day under 

the current federal environmental law us ing INEL waste 

management practices .  

MR . EIr�UREN : The comments , the written 

comment s ,  I 'm sorry , by Mr . Chuck Broscious on behalf of 

the Idaho Organi zations for Nuclear Safety will be marked 

as Exhibit No . 175 and submitted to the record. 
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[30 1 3  

(Exhibit No . 175  was marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN: The next scheduled commenter 

is }1r . Greg Casey I President of the Idaho Association of 

Commerce and Industry . 

MR . CASEY : Mr . Chairma n ,  my name i s  

Greg Casey , and 1 1m President o f  the Idaho Association of 

Commerce and Industry , and I resice right here in Boise . 

By way of explanation , IACI is a state-wide 

business organization formed in 1 9 7 4  by the merger of the 

State Chamber of Commerce , the Associated Industries of 

Idaho, the Idaho Safety Counc il and the Idaho Potato 

Processors Association . 

Today our membership , excluding associations , 

chambers and trade groups ,  employs roughly , directly 

employs roughly 7 0 , 0 0 0  Idahoans with an annual Idaho 

payroll of roughly $2 -billion . In 1 9 8 6 , the Idaho-only 

economic activity of our IACI membership was $7-bi l l ion, 

which is roughly equivalent to 50 �ercent of the annual 

sales activity in the state , as estimated by the Department 

of Commerce . 

In March of 1 9 8 7 , our board voted without 

d i ssention to endorse and actively support location of the 

SIS f ac i l ity at the INEL , barring any unforeseen major 

problems that m ight arise from the DEI S .  

Subsequent to the issuance of that report , 
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we have revi ewed the DEIS and now support the pro j ect ' s  

location at the INEL without reservation . I am here today 

to represent that on behalf of lAC ! .  

We have not been a n  idle bystander i n  this 

process . Last summer lAC! formed a Technology Committee 

tha t ,  among other thing s ,  v i sited the site and reviewed 

the ent ire project . We have a l so attended briefings 

regardiny the transportation o f  mate r i a l  to and from the 

s i te and have appeared at public forums regarding the S I S  

t h a t  were organized b y  both opponents a n d  proponents . 

And our rationale is thi s :  The National 

Weapons Stockpile Memorandum submitted by the Secretaries 

o f  Defense and Energy to,  and subsequently approved by , 

the President of the United States , addresses the need 

for addi t iona l ,  non-reactor redundancy in the production 

o f  weapons grade plutonium. 

Ba sed on the findings o f  that c lassified 

document ,  the U . S .  Congress has authorized and appropriated 

moneys to further that project . 

Therefore, it is our belief that the question 

is not whether to bui l d  the S I S ,  but where . Questions 

dealing with the f indings o f.  that memorandum would seem 

outside the scope of these hearing s .  

After a careful review o f  the DEIS , i t  seems 

c lear to us that the Department of Energy ' s  preferred 
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choice of the INEL for the SIS  i s  both environmenta l l y  

a n d  economica l l y  sound . 

Natura l l y ,  we are very enthu siastic about 

the economic benefits to be der ived by location of this 

project in Idah o .  The INEL has long been one of Idaho ' s  

largest and most stable employer s .  This proj ect wi l l  

continue to af ford us that employment sta b i l i ty and add 

that stabil i ty to our Idaho tax ba s e .  

W e  see very minima l ,  i f  any , economic i l l  

effects relating t o  the location o f  the S I S  a t  the INEL . 

Envi ronmental l y ,  the site is wel l  suited for location of 

the proj ect . Its obvious advantages are a l so enhanced 

by the relatively sma l l  surround ing populat ion . 

l'le have a l so determined that the non-reactor 

nature of this pro j ect , combined with the relatively 

sma l l  amounts of plutonium used a t  any one time , and the 

impressive nature of the containment procedur e ,  �;eans 

the addition of this  project to the INEL poses l i tt le 

add i tional on-site dangers to e i ther the environment or 

the work forc e .  

Our concerns regarding t h e  transportation 

o f  material from Hanford to the INEL, or from INEL to 

Rocky Flats in Colorado, have been minimized by a better 

understanding of the procedures a lready in use by the 

Department of Energy . I t  i s  evident that transportation 
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of thi s material is something that the Department must 

deal with effectively no ·matter where the SIS might 

eventually be located . We are satisfied that a l l  that 

can be done to ensure safe transportation is  being done . 

Also, it seems evident to us that the material will  

occasionally be  transported through Idaho even i f  the 

SIS were to be bui l t  elsewhere . 

We are also excited about the downstream 

potential of this project on the state ' s  economy and the 

educational system . The technology that accompanies the 

SIS wil l  no doubt bring with it add it ional scientific 

and educational spin-of f s  beyond that that the state or 

the INEL can presently provide . 

For that reason , we think the alarm expressed 

by SO�le at the relatively short project duration i s ,  

itself , shortsighted . For example , the Boron-Neutron 

Capture Therapy, presently under deve lopment at the INEL 

s i t e ,  uses fac i l ities never intended for use in furthering 

medical research or treatment . We think the SIS holds 

potential for similar opportunities downstream . 

And if there is anything that Idaho needs 

right now, it ' s  increased opportunitie s . 

We believe the DEIS makes appropriate and 

adequate u se of the existing NEPA regulations in 

developing this document , and the drafters are to be 
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commended for providing a DEIS that is c l ear , conci se and 

understandable . We are deeply troubled by attempts by 5 . 2 7 . 3 . 1  
some to propagate rumors that the addition of the SIS to 

the INEL will damage the reputation of Idaho ' s  

agricultural crops . There i s  absolutely no evidence 

that would j ustify that assertion . 

In conclusion , let me again state that the 

8
' Idaho Association of Commerce and Industry and those 

we represent , urge that the SIS be bui l t  and be bui lt a t  

1 0  the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory near Idaho 

1 1  Falls . 

1 2  MR . EIGUREN ; The written comments o f  

1 3  Mr . Casey wil l  be inc luded in the record as  Exhibit 

14 No . 17 6 .  

1 5  ( Exhibit No . 1 7 6  was marked and entered . )  

16  MR . EIGUREN : An organization entitled 

17 Health Care Professionals for Social  Responsibility have 

18 requested the opportunity to comment this afternoon . 

" However , they have yet to provide me the name of the 

20 individual to comment for them . 

21 Is there anyone here representing the 

22 Health Care Professionals  for Social Responsibility? 

23 We are informed by Liz  that they wi ll  be 

24 here later . We pass them over at this point . 

25 \ole call  upon ..Mr. Ji:m Kerns , who is the 
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[30 1 4  

President of the AFL-C I O .  

MR . KERN S :  Mr . Hedring Officer Eiguren , 

good afternoon . Hy name is James E. Kern s ,  and I reside 

here in  Boi s e ,  Idaho, and I 'm an Idaho native. I am 

here representing the 1 6 , 1 2 6  union members who belong 

to 117 local unions and councils that have joined together 

to establ ish the Idaho State AFL-CIO,  and I am its 

e lected President . 

Our federations of unions support the s iting 

of the Special Isotope Separator (SIS) at the Idaho 

Nuclear (sic)  Energy ( s i c )  Laboratory (INEL) in 

southeastern Idaho. The Department of Energy has 

designated the INEL as  its preferred site for the SIS 

production fac i l i ty . 

As you have heard and seen today, and 

yesterday , and certainly next Monday d nd the hearings to 

follow, the siting of the SIS in  Idaho is an emotional 

i ssue , and being such an  emotional i ssue , I believe it 

is  important for the committee and for the public to 

understand how the Idaho trade union arrives a t  our 

policy decisions . 

Each year , delegates representing their 

own unions and counci ls attend the Idaho State AFL-CIO 

convention . At these convention s ,  resolutions are 

introduced and ass igned to the germane committees where 
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hearings are held on these resolutions .  After the 

hearings , the committee chairs report to the convention 

floor the resolutions with recommendation s ;  the 

recommendations being do pas s ,  no recommendation 

do not pass . The resolutions are the.n debated on the 

f loor of the convention until the is sue is  voted upon.  

A majority of  votes either passes or rejects the 

resolution . 

The Idaho State AFL-CIO has passed and 

adopted resolutions support ing the s i ting of addi tional 

projects at the INEL, including the SSC Project , which 

Idaho was unsuccessful in attracting,  and the S I S .  Aga i n ,  

with the DOE designating the INEL as the preferred site 

for the SIS fac i lity -- we believe we have a chance to 

win the project for Idaho -- and we urge the DOE to 

award the project to the INEI, wi t.h the proper fund inq . 

It has been said by some that labor supports 

the SIS because of the cons truction j ob s ,  the operation 

and support personnel j obs and the spin-of f jobs from 

laser technology to additional service j obs that will be 

created on the short term and long term. So, i t  should 

come as  no surprise to anyone -- organized labor in Idaho 

is for good paying j ob s ,  safe jobs and union jobs . 

vIe are for j obs that pay wel l  enough so t.hat 

Idaho working fami lies  can have a sense of 
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securi ty ;  we are for safe jobs so that the agony of injury 

or death does not stop the worker in  the family when 

that worker goes to work ; we are for union jobs that 

insures and support s  the previous two job requisites and 

gives the worker a solid and loud voice in determining 

their working conditions . 

We bel ieve the long track record of 

excellent labor/management relations at the INEL between 

Idaho contractors and Idaho workers reinforces our 

support for the SIS fac i li ty to be sited in southeastern 

Idaho . 

Expp.rienced and competent Idaho contractors 

are a lready in  place and can do the j ob safely . A pool 

of highly skilled and trained Idaho workers are available 

to man the project and can do the j ob safely . 

A stable relationship exists ,  and has for 

years under a stab i l i z at ion agreement between labor and 

management at the INEL . This stable relationship does 

not exist everywhere in Idaho -- and I can say with some 

confidence -- that i f  this  project was going to be bui l t  

in  -- let ' s  s a y ,  Boise -- Boise , Idaho trade unions 

probably would look at this project with somewhat of a 

j aundiced eye . 

Let me draw you a comparison between 

construction projects in Boise and those at the INEL , over 
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the past several years . 

Now, before I am accused of starting a 

sectional conf lict between southwestern and southeastern 

Idaho -- I will tell  you that there are highly skilled 

and trained workers in Boise ready to do the job -- and 

to do the job safely -- in fact many of the workers in 

Boise and those at the INEL att.end the same apprenticeship 

schools , funded by the workers and their employers at no 

cost to the state . 

But , the construction phi losophy in Boi s e ,  

over the past two years ,  h a s  been to h ire out-of-state 

contractor s ,  using predominantly out-of-state workers and 

paying non-union substandard wag e s .  The result -- five 

construction workers are dead -- and many injured , some 

permanently d isabled -- in fact a Boise City building 

inspector fell 1 5  feet through a hole and injured his  

back last  week at one of the  construction sites here in 

Boise . 

As I said ear lier , organized labor in Idaho 

wants good paying j obs , safe j obs and union jobs . Almost 

none of the requi�_i tes exist at these current construction 

sites in Boise for the past two year s .  

What ' s  the record at the INEL for the past 

f ive year s ,  where we have Idaho companies employing Idaho 

workers? 
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Not one construction death -- one death did 

occur to a protective force employee when his weapon 

accidentally d ischarged . 

Has there been accidents at the INEL? 

Certainl:'.�, construction work is cangerous work , but death 

and injuries do not have to be cold-bloodedly added into 

the cost if proper car e ,  consideration and enforcement of 

safety is a priority -- as  it is at the INEL . The lost 

workday accidents at the INEL is 1 . 1  per 200 , 000  man-hours 

10 worked -- compared to 3 . 6  lost workday accidents in the 

I I  industry, nation-wide . 

1 2  The Idaho State AFL-CIO firmly believes the 

Il priority of safety will remain number one at the SIS site 

1 4  and at the INEL. 

15  We bel ieve ,  since the DOE has selected the 

INEL as the preferred site , it should be built ther e .  

1 7  We believe the current labor/management 

1 8  relations will continue . 

We believe this new project at the INEL 

20 will provide good paying j obs,  safe j obs and union j obs 

21 for Idaho workers .  

22 In conclusion , .Mr . HeAring Officer, it has 

23 

24 

2S 

been my honor and privilege to address you and the public 

and to urge you to convey to Congress  and to the President 

of the United States that Idaho ' s  union workers recommend 
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that the SIS  be properly funded and built at the INEL 

in southeastern Idaho . 

Thank you very muc h .  

MR.  EIGUREN : Thank you , Mr . Kerns . Your 

written statement will  be included in the record as 

Exhibit No . 1 7 7 .  

(Exhibit No . 1 7 7  was marked and entered . )  

MR.  EIGUREN : At this time , I am informed 

that the spokesman for the Health Care Professionals for 

Social Responsibility is here . His name is Dr . Thomas B .  

Eschen of  Boise . 

Dr . Eschen , you have 10 minutes , s i r .  

DR.  ESCHEN : Thank you , 

l1r . Hearing Office r ,  friends , I am Thomas B .  

Eschen , M . D . , Ph . D .  I am here rerresenting Idaho Health 

Professionals for Social Responsibility . We are a local 

organization with 5 6  member s .  I am also here representing 

Physicians for Social Responsibi l ity, which has 50  members 

state-wide in the State of Idaho . 

We are a f f i l iated with the International 

Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War ,  which i s  

the single largest medical organization world-wide . 

I speak in opposition to the SIS . I tm coming 

to you as a physician , and in my practice I deal mainly 

with the problems of substance abuse and mental health . 
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And there are a couple things that, come out of that 

practice that I would l ike to share with you this 

afternoon . 

The first  big problem that I deal with when 

I talk to a patient is denia l .  Basical ly I 'm talking to 

good people , honest people who have a d isease that they 

don ' t  want to face up to , and it doesn ' t  -- this disease 

d isturbs their thinking to the point that they don ' t  want 

to recognize that i t ' s  ther e ,  and the disease may be 

alcoho l i sm ,  it may be depression, it may be schizophrenia , 

it may be other drug abuse , it could be a whole spectrum 

of th ing s .  But for some reason they are unwilling to face 

it . So my job is to find a way to hBlp that person 

real i z e  that the disease is  there and that there is  a form 

of treatment that gives some hope for a better future . 

The second thing I do when I deal with such 

a patient is work with a risk/benef i t  decision. I often 

offer medicine . Medicine is poison , it changes the way 

the body works . And I have to work out with that patient 

a judgment as to v,hether the treatment is more dangerous 

or less dangerous than the disease that they are trying 

to deal with . And I would like to apply those two themes 

to the current situation that we are looking at . 

The nuclear arsenal of the United States 

is already sufficient to completely d i srupt the abil i ty of 
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our enemies  to support an  army . We  will  completely 

destroy with the arsenal we have their transportation , 

their communication , their manufacturing . The Soviet 

Union has the capability today to do that to us as wel l .  

Indeed , i f  w e  and the Soviet Union were t o  use the weapons 

we have already , ".,e would probably end up with a war 

between weapons and co�puter s .  I t  i s  questionable whether 

there would be anybody left to know who won . 

But those alive would be struggling ".,ith 

starvation , disease and social integration to a level 

never seen before , and that they really wouldn ' t  care who 

won because it would be a whole new wor ld . 

In addition , if they would face the problems 

that have been described by Carl Sagan and others in 

1S The Nuclear Winter that the dust and smoke from these 

1 6  bombs would circle the world and completely change our 

17 c l imate for an unknown period of time . 

1 8  Now, when we look at this particular 

19  proj ect , let ' s  look at the environmenta l impact . That ' s  

20 the kind of thing that I do when I go to a patient and 

21 look at the impact of the medicine that I am offering . 

22 And when I do i t ,  I look at the benefits versus the 

23 

20 

" 

problems that might come with that . And let ' s  do the 

same thing with this project we ' r e  looking at today _ 

We are talking about a fac ility for the 
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separation of plutonium- 23 9 ,  which has a half-life of 

2 4 , 3 9 0  year s .  I t  wi l l  be brought across Idaho i n  the 

form o f  plutonium oxide and transported out , apparen tly , 

as pluton ium metal . 

The ma j or health threat of this is from 

inhalation , causing lung cancer and deposition in the 

bones after transportation from the lung s ,  causing 

osteogenic sarcoma . The major concentration of this , 

of course,  will be at the site . There is a poten tiRl of 

it getting into our aqui fer , there is a potential for 

volcanism in the air spreading it around , it will 

certainly be transported on our highways . 

Now, we know that there ' s  been an extensive 

and well intentioned plan developed to present any -- to 

prevent any accidental spread of this dangerous material 

into our environment . But , what is the benefit of having 

this in our environment , even though they have minimized 

the potential for cost and problems? Environmentally,  as 

best I can te l l ,  the benefit is zero , if not negat ive . 

Indeed , m i l itar i l y  we have enough weapons to destroy our 

enemy . The only thing that wi l l  happen with additional 

weapons is that we will overki l l ,  and the fal lout and dUst 

from the weapons that we use on the other side of the 

wor l d  will c ircle the globe and come back and attack u s .  

These weapons wi l l  not be used t o  k i l l  our enemi e s ,  al though 

75 
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may at tempt to do SO ; these weapons wi l l  come back a n d  

g e t  u s .  

Now, m y  friends , as I s e e  i t ,  there a r e  n o  

environmen tal benefi t s ;  there a r c  only dangers t o  us from 

the materials in our state , on our highways and our wate r .  

They wi l l  be used t o  produce weapons which are not needed 

in add it ion to those which we a lready have , and if used 

would produce materials th,lt wou ld circle the world and 
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attack u s .  

I t  seems t o  me that recovery and recyc l ing 

of the already exis t ing weapons grade pluton ium is a 

preferred a lternative l i sted in this  Environmental Tmpact 

Sta tement . 

As a phys ician , environmentally it seems to 

me that to proceed with this project is insane . 

1'hank you . 

MR . EIGUREN : We will incl ude in the record 

a s  Exhibit No . 1 7 8  a ser ies of references used by 

Dr. Eschen in his comments to us today . 

(Exhibit No . 1 7 8  was marked and entered . )  

MR.  EIGUREN : Our next scheduled commenter 

is Mr . Robert Terry Hatc h ,  who represents Local 7 6 4  of I the I . B . P . A . T .  Is Mr . IIal:ch here? Mr . Hatch? :J 
Pass him over for the moment and call 

upon Miss Lindsay Aud in of the Plutonium Challenge 
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HR . AUOTN : That 1 s l1 i s ter , by the way . 

MR . EIGUREN : I apolog i ze . It ' s  Mr . L j ndsay 

Audi n ,  obviously . 

MR . AUOIN : A common error of a unisex name . 

Hy name is Lindsay Aud i n .  I a m  a mechan ical 

engineer employed by a NevI York City consu l t ina f i rm .  

a m  testifying today o n  the transport�ttion o f  nuclear 

mater i a l s  as i t  relates to the Spec i a l  Isotope Separa t ion 

Plant . 

I ' ve been involved in the hand l ing and 

shipping of nuclear mater ials as a consultant to members 

of Congress , several states and to the 'f;ederal cfficR 

of t.echnology ,} ssessrnent . I co-authored a book on the 

subj ect i n  1 9 8 3  and presently contracted to the State O F  

Nevada and to Clark U n iversi ty as a consultant on this 

i s sue . 

I speak to you today as a member of the 

Plutonium Challenge Coa l ition , which consists of several 

national c i t i z ens groups concerned about plutonium 

product.ion . 

Resources Defense Counc i l , Federation of American 

Sci8ntist. s ,  Union of Concerned Scient. i s t s ,  Envi ronmental 

l'1cmbers o f  the coalition include The Natura 1 

7 7  

P o l i c y  Institut e ,  Greenpeace, EnRrgy Research Foundat ion , 

--- ------------- -------
HEDRICK COURT REPORTING BOISE IDAHO 9 3 / 0 1  (20el 33fi 9ZOO 

10  

1 1  

1 2  

" 

14  

15  

1 6  

1 7  

1 8  

19  

20 

21 

22 

13 

24 

15 

Physicians for Soc ial  Responsibil ity and Environmental 

Action . 

I have read the revi ew of the Draft 

Envi ronmenta l Impact Statement with regard to the 

transportation of plutonium out s ide into the INEL and 

plutonium metal in transuranic wastes out of INEL. In 

genera l ,  I am disappointed a t  the lack of depth of 

i nformation on the basics of nuclear transportation , 

but I ' m more seriously concerned about possible technical 

deficiencies i n  its analy s i s . 

Such defic iencies are di scussed at length 

in my written testimony . They f a l l  into three general 

categori es . 

The f i r s t  item that concerns me is the 

amount of shipping that would occur if the SIS were to 

exist at INEL . My cal culat ions indicate that the national 

shipment rate for plutonium could increase by 50 percen t ,  

but i t  wou ld b e  concentrated o n  only one o r  two corridors 

i n  the Northwest state s .  

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

never addre sses this fact and a l so f a i l s  to rea l i stically 

assess the potent.ial number of shipments from such sources 

a s  decommissionins of a f a c l l i t y ,  a weapons c leanup 

program, use of other fuel stockpi le s ,  and cleanup of 

any accidents that occur a t  the plant itse l f .  

7 8  
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I bel ieve the DEIS significantly 

underestimates the total number of shipments likely to 

resu l t  from the SIS . Such an underestimation then 

impacts on overall r i sk calculations , while misrepresenting 

the chal langes to emergency preparedness and accidents 

happening that this venture may create . 

The second problem area concerns the 

containers and the vehicles to be used in shipping 

plutonium. The Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

c laims that only safe , secure transport trucks , cal led 

SST I 5, ... , i l l  be u sed . And why the DOE can make such 

claim is that it is under no requirement to do so, and 

other demands for such vehicles may not a l l ow i t .  

The same holds true for t h e  claim that only 

containers approved by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

or the federal Department of Transportation will be used . 

Nothing requires that DOE utilize only those containers . 

It may not do so . And there are questions about the 

safety of those containers .  

NOW , one might ask , "Why doesn ' t  the DOE 

use containers that DOE certifies? It has the power to do 

s o .  l' There is a very good rea son why no DOE approved 

containers will be use d ,  and that ' s  because ·virtually a l l  

o f  them were recal led f o r  safety defects in t h e  l a s t  three 

year s .  Now, nothing bars DOE from certi fying those 
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recal led containers again and reusing them. 

Since many of the assumptions regarding 

accident consequences only involve use of the SST, some 

of the as sumptions ,-1.1."e made about containers . The DFIS 

is deficient because it does not ana lyze situations 

involving standard truck s r  which are often used to move 

plutonium , and does not address the pa st problems with 

those plutonium containers that i t  d i scus sed . 

There are many problems involving those 

container s ,  not j ust the ones that I was discussing about 

the DOE ' s  own , but also others .  One of the :�uclear 

Regulatory Commission ' s  own containers was a l so recalled 

for defec t s .  In 1 9 7 9 ,  all  plutonium sh ipments were 

suspended because of a near mis s .  

There are also appi':ll'ent discrepancies and 

omissions in the crush and criticality analysis of the 

6M container which is d iscussed i n  the DEI S .  

should discuss very hriefly why the DOE ' s  

containers were recalled . I first becCl.me i nvolved i n  

this issue i n  1 9 7 4  when t h e  Department of Energy was 

a llowing plutonium to be transported in one of those 

containers through New York City , after being f lown into 

the United States from Belgium . 

We wade qu ite a ruckus about that because 

we d idn ' t  appreciate the shipments going acro ss the center 

8 0  
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of Manhattan -- i t ' s  a very urban sensi tive area . We 

were as sured again and again that there was no chance of 

anything happen ing , and absolutely no chance of a nuclear 

rc�ction . Even I bel ieved them. They were wrong . 

The reason that the LLD-l container was 

reca l l ed after being used for over 18 years was because 

if involved in a crush envi ronment a vehicle crashing 

into another veh icl e ,  crashing into a wa l l ,  whatever , it 

would be possible for enough containers to be crushed for 

a n",;c lear crit ica l it y  to occur , caus ing the containers to 

explode . That 1 s why they were \.,Ji thdrawn . 

But human error entered into it in a very 

i nteresting way . The DOE never notif ied all of its 

fac i l ities to withdraw the container s ,  :-::0 they continued 

using them for 19 months after they were recal led . 

personally ver if ied n i ne shipments l'nvo lving 1 7 0  packages 

with the LLD-l . It was withdrawn in 1 9 8 2  officially ; i t  

was n o t  f i n a l l y  withdr awn until  1 9 8 6 .  

The t h ird problem area involves the General 

Risk and Consequence Assessments . Human error has been 

found to be a signif ica'nt problem in nuclear energy 

opera t ions . You a l l  reca l l  Chernobl , and the Three Mile 

Island accident . But i t ' s  completely ignored in the DEI S '

J S im i l a r l y ,  potential damage from plutonlum 

d i spersement lS d l scussed only wlth reference to health 

8 1  
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2 1  

effec t s .  Other studies done b y  DOE ' s  own labs o f  

radioactive contamir.ation plus actual incidents indicate 

that the cost and problems associated with accidents can 

go far beyond death and i n j ur y . Property may be 

rendered valueless,  lands and bui ld ings abandoned , water 

resources poisone� , and essential services cut off . 

NOw, those other studies done by DOE were 

never uti l i zed or even re ferenced in the DE I S .  Such 

damages that do not cause health ef fects should be 

addressed , because much of the plutonium movement will pass 

through sensitive urban and resource areas . ( S i c )  

T h e  DE1S  a l s o  underestimates , according to 

a past DOE study , the amoun t  of plutonium powder that 

could be released in breathable size range - - that ' s  

1 0  microns or under . That means that more could be 

breathed in and cause human damage than is estimated i n  

t h e  DEIS . 

Now, whi l e  it may not be appropriate to an 

Environmental Impact Statement , there is also a need for 

attent ion to one more issue . I ' ve t a lked a little bit 

about tha t already , and that ' s  DOE l s  track record o n  

handling of radioactive material s .  I t  includes some 

23 dis turbing evidence of disdain for safety rules . 

24 Not only did DOE u t i l ize potent ially 

2� dangerous containers for many years before finally 
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recal l in g  them , but it has resisted efforts to oversee 

and critique its activitie s .  This problem has now become 

of su£ficient concern t o ,  at my urg ing , to prompt the 

Federal Department of Transportation t.wo weeks ago to 

cons ider a formal audit of a l l  of DOE ' s  transportation 

act ivit ies . 

All such questions should be dea l t  with 

and re solved before DOE can be allowed to signif icantly 

increase t he volume and hazardousness of those activit ies . 

I personally believe that the only way to assure adherence 

to minimally accepted standards i s  t o  place all of DOE ' s  

transportation activities under the control o f  the 

Nuclear Regu latory Commis sion . 

S im i lary , there is a need for over sight by 

state agencies in the areas of rout ing , vehicle 

maintenanc e ,  shipping conditions and emergency 

preparedne s s .  States should consider levying shipping 

fees on the Department of Energy for such services as 

has been approved i n  the rulings by the Federal Departm�nt 

of Transportation . 

In conclusion , the DEIS f a i l s  to meet even 

minimal requirements £or transportation an a l y�is . A major 

effor t i s  needed to address these def iciencies before the 

document can be taken seriously . 

The people of Idaho don ' t  need a Chernobl 
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in their own back yar d .  

Thank you . 

HR . E IGUREN : The comp lete text of 

�I 

M r . Aud i n ' s  corrments has been submitted to the record 

Exhibit No . 1 7 9 .  I would note that a rather extensive 

study , apparent l y ,  has been submi tted for the record . 

(Exhibit No . 1 7 9  was marked und entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : The next organ i z a t i on that i s  

scheduled , or requested to be scheduled , for the 

org anizational time s lot is Students for World Peace . 

Is there anyone here on beha lf of that 

o rgan i z ation , Students for World Peace? 

Just a moment . We need to take a break for 

the Court Reporter . 

(A recess was taken . )  

M R .  EIGUREN : The Court Hcporter has 

indicated we ' re ready to go back on t.he record . 

Gentlemen , before we begin , I would like �o 

have each of you introduce yourselves for the record . 

a s sume you ' re all  speaking for the same organ i zation? 

M R .  ESCHELIN : We are , 

My name i!" Chris Esche l i r : .  T l ive here in 

Bo i s e . I go to Doise High School and I am a member of 

Students for Wor l d  Peace , which is a c l ub recently f ormed 

there . 
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MR.  DAVIS : My name is Spencer Davis from 

Boise High . I am from the same organization . 

MR . FARBER : I ' m Jason Farber . I 'm from 

the same organization . 

MR . ESCHELIN : We are the students , the 

future generation of America . I see many times , looking 

back on i t ,  how things were in  the ' 6 0 s .  So I tried to 

think , " How can I help influence these things and really 

try and get the voters and the people that know about 

this? " 

So I looked up , I found this Impact Statement 

put out by the Department of Energy , and I was very 

astounded when I found this statemen t .  This is a quote 

from the specific safety issue s :  "Because the technology 

is  in the development statje and the S I S  facil ity has not 

yet reached the design stage i t ' s  saying it ' s  not 

even in the design stage ye� the risks associated 

with the facility cannot be predicted with the quantitative 

accuracies suggested by the DEIS . "  

All those figures and facts that you heard 

earl ier today , we don ' t  know , they ' r e  j ust thoughts , they 

don ' t  know that for sure . I was quite surprised that they 

were putting out all those figures ear lier , when they 

COUldn ' t  even base them upon anything , and they really 

contradict themselves by putting out this report . 

8 5  
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So then I started think ing , "Why are we 

building this? To .make more :money . " 

It seems to most peop le that Idaho wants 

jobs , Idaho wants the economy , that ' s  a great idea . Why 

not put the money into education? What would $ 4-bil lion 

do for the Idaho education? It would not only help us 

out now so that to .make a lot more j obs and a lot more 

teaching position s ,  but help us in the future . We don ' t  

need a bunch more bombs ; we need education . All  that 

money that ' s  going into the bombs is  being wasted . And 

why not just take it into education? 

Thank you . 

M R .  EIGUREN : Re-introduce yourself for the 

record . Remember , this is going into the record . So your 

name again when you speak . 

MR.  DAVIS : My name is Spencer Davis . 

MR . EIGUREN : Thank you . Go ahead . 

MR . DAVIS : I '.m not as familiar with the 

SIS program as  I would like to b e ,  but I was reading the 

text that Chris  was just talking about , and a fact came 

up that kind of startled me , that 6 . 6  pounds of plutonium 

would,  if  evenly di str ibuted between every member of the 

United States , it would be enough to k i l l  the entire 

American population . And I don ' t  want this kind of power 

in my back yard . 
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I speak for a lot of other young people i n  

saying that. And there are a l o t  of better things w e  can 

do with the money. 

So that ' s  a l l .  Thank you , 

MR . ESCHELIN : Just one more statement .  We 

had a petition that went around Boise High , and we had 

about 250  people that came over and signed that, 2 5 0  

students that were against that . W e  only had i t  out for 

one week and about a fifth of all  the kids in Boise High 

are against it . 

So please consider the children. 

MR . FARBER : My name is Jason Farbe r .  Okay . 

I would l ike to start by saying I ' m  against the SIS 

program . And wrote a poem to summarize my feelings 

on it -- it ' s  entitled Our Last Land of True America : 

"This deadly gas is of no u s e ,  instead of 

Apocalypse , we ask for a truce . Useless triggers f i l l  

our state ; after Idaho there i s  n o  escape . 

"What about the produce ,  mountains and 

trees? What about our most majestic peace? 

"The habitats are stricken and poi�oned , 

poisoned with dump fram this unwanted curse .  

"The deer , the antelope , the bald eagle,  

all  the animals  sick by useless  technology . 

" Roads and tra i l s  l ike to h igh mounta in 
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lake s ,  this is  what the money should g o  t o .  

"Silent majority sit and wa i t ,  trying to 

f igure out why this is  needed. 

"Authority figure s not caring about the 

people ' s  voices , using this newfound destruction for the 

sole reason that it exists . "  

Thank you . 

�R.  E IGUREN : Thank you , gentlemen . 

Our final organizational cornmenter this 

afternoon is representing the Church Women United , 

Marilyn Bowman .  

MS . BOWMAN : Church Women United is a peace 

and j ustice movement within the Chris tian congregation , 

24 Protestant and Catholic faith groups . 

Our 48-year history includes the adoption 

by the Common Council of State Presidents of more than 

25 separate policy statements ca lling for an end to the 

production , testing, deployment and exportation of atomic 

and nuclear weapons .  

Our f irst statement was dra�ted i n  1946 . 

Additionally , we advocate in behalf o� a clean and safe 

environment through the development of benign energy 

resources . 

Today we say "No SIS in Idaho or Tennessee 

or Washington or anywhere . "  Excessive expend itures on 
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i nadequate medical care . 

The buman cost connection between the 

Arms Race and poverty among the world ' s  chi ldren has been 

we l l  documented . 

And the poor child no lOD<)er ] j v� s  "over 

there . "  One of every three c h i ldren i n  t he United S tate�i 

is poo r ,  because their family i s  poor . America ' s  women 

and their chi ldren arc full of rage over the nat ion ' s  

I)rior i t i e s .  I s  this poverty and this rage i n  the best 

interests of our nat ional security? 

So now, under the guise of the Department 

of Energy , our m i l i tary wants taxpayers to bribe Idahoans 

with dollars and a few temporary j obs , to accept a 

plutoniwn reproc e s s i ng plant , to be l ocated on an 

earthquake-pronc rift , a natural s ieve of fractured 

basu l t ,  above one of the greatest underground aqu ifers 

in the world . 

�'Ihere were the geolog i s t s  when INET, was 

pos i t ioned over this l iquid gold? There i s  much 

tragic-comedy in the reported plan of Superfund 

Expenditure of Thirty H i l l ion or So Dollars lo C lean Up 

8 9  -------
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the Soil and Groundwater Pollution from INEL ' s  Past 

Projects . We should invite the world , and charge 

adm i ssion , to view this futile venture . 

There is no evidence that the nuclear 

indust r y ,  the DOE or the Nuclear Regulatory Comm ission 

I _ _ _ _ 
6 I knows what �t l S  coll ect�vely do�ng . Like a cra z ed 
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carrier of a dead ly di sease , i t  has run amuck contaminating 

every partner ",,lith which i t  becomes int imate . Now the 

sick partners know the truth , nuc l ear condoms leak ! The 

offspring of these s ick al liances are being kept a l ive 

on the Department of Energy respirator o f  government 

sub s id i e s  in outri ght bribes of money and jobs to a 

state w i l l ing to prost itute themselves and their 

envi ronmen t .  

The government-granted immunity from 

l iabi l i ty through the Price-Anderson Ac t ,  and the 

c l a s s i fied status of information for government and 

propr ietary indust r i a l  project s ,  t e l l s  us tha t our 

government knows that. i t  is up to its ears in dangerous 

bu s i ne s s , that would be scrapped i f  only the public knew. 

The Governor of Idaho has suggested that we 

m i g h t  have some considera tion given to u s  for independent 

oversight of the DOE ' s  activi tie s .  Tha t  has not happened 

:i n 1f7ashington state . They have been lobbying for many 

year s ,  not only for over sight but for some c l eanup moneys 
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which have been -- to c l ean up the dumps that have been 

placed on their re serva t ion . 

The probable r i s k s ,  redundancy safeguards 

and a l l  the otLer prognostication s  are conceded by many 

to be invalid i n  the l ight of ant iquated D()E m i l i tary 

reactor s ,  poorly trained manager s ,  and the Department ' s  

absence o f  requirement o f  i ndustry liabi l i ty .  

Policies o f  ignor i ng scient i f i c  c r i t i c i sm 

even from i t s  own members and Senator s .  Probable r i sk 

assessments and other predictions by experts have been 

blown out of the water by the "man made , man-machine 

inter face , "  acc idents a sslUTIe catastrophic proportions 

because all the negative aspects of reactor de�ign can be 

brought about by the operator s .  

U . S .  and German government sponsored stud ies 

estimated that with the expected 5 0 0  nuclear reactors in 

place by 1 9 9 0 ,  we could expect one core-damaging 

accident every 20 year s .  That estimate has been revised 

upwards to one every e ight year s .  

Swed ish and West German scientists estimate 

a 70 percent probabi l i t y  that another Chernobl w i l l  occur 

in the next 5 . 4  year s .  

We are being held hostage by the Department 

of Energy _ There is an adverse relationship between 

liabi l ity or responsibi l i t y ,  those who have the least to 

9 1  
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say,  have wound up paying the �os t .  

Based upon the legal experiences o f  Three 

Mile I s land , i n  the event of a major nuclear accident i n  

Idaho , the involved corporations c a n  bankrupt each other 

to recover los s e s ,  but the public i s  strictly denied the 

r i ght to sue anyone . 

The State of Idaho has a hi story of 

advocacy in behalf of its people and resourc e s .  Today 

we have confidence in our better j udg@ent and ask that we 

not be forced to sell our environment for a "redundancy . "  

Senator McClur e ,  a rank ing member of the 

energy commi ttee , puts more value on unneeded weapons 

programs for the DOE than on Idaho ' s  resources , its 

water , land and people .  

Idahoans have a habit of denying , 

restra i n i ng the po licies and actions of those who would 

manipulate the biocornmunities in such a way a s  to i n j ure 

them . Therefor e ,  we can act pol i t ica l l y ,  and i t  appears 

tha t we will have to act a s  the people of Idaho , 

certainly the congres sional delega tions and the agencies 

of Idaho are not speaking for the peop l e .  You wj l l  have 

to speak for yoursel f .  

Idaho people do not even know where their 

nuclear children a r e ;  52 reactors ,  who has used them? And 

for what purpose? Who is u s i ng the 1 5  that are act ive 

9 2  
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c lu e .  I maybe know f ive . And what harm is being created 

on our soi l ,  above our prec,ious water? Who se children 

will be k i l led by products made in our state? Our 

children? Our enemie s '  children? Does i t  real ly matter? 

Church Women united i n  Idaho and in the 

united States say , "No to S IS . "  

MR . E I GUREN: The wr itten comments of 

Mar i lyn Bowman i n  her capacity a s  northwest regional 

coordinator for Church Women united will be entered i n  

t h e  record a s  Exhibit No . 1 8 0 . 

(Exhibit No . 180  was marked and entered . )  

MR. EIGUREN : At this t ime , ladies and 

gent leme n ,  i t ' s  the chair ' s  intent to take a f ive-minute 

rece ss . Before we do t ha t ,  you need to understand how 

we ' re going to proceed when we come bac k . 

We now have had a l l  of our organi zat i onal 

representatives spea k ,  a s  we l l  a s  the elected offic i a l s .  

We w i l l  now g o  into the next phase and receive the public 

c omment s .  

Anyone who has preregistered or registered 

at the door , as I ' ve said many times befor e ,  will have 

the opportunity to comment .  You ' l l have up to five 

minute s .  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING B01$E. IDAHO 9370' 

12081 338·9209 

10 

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  

18 

, .  

20 

2 1  

22 

23 

24 

25 

What we would like to do is have you during 

the recess take a look a t  the list that ' s  posted on the 

wall over ther e ,  which is the order o f  speakers , or you 

can corne up here and talk to one of u s ,  and see where you 

are at on that l i s t . If you are anywhere between 

Order No . I or 5 0 ,  let ' s  say to 5 0 , I ask that you would 

assemble back up here when the recess i s  over , so that we 

can move through th i s  proce s s  more rapid l y .  

Thank you . W e  a r e  in recess f o r  f ive minutes 

(A recess was taken . )  

M R .  EIGUREN : I would like to call this 

hearing back to order , pleas e .  

W e  a r e  now forma l ly back o n  the record . 

At this point in time , we will commence with the receipt 

o f  t e s t ilnony from ind.iv idu a l s  who have preregistered to 

speak a t  this afternoon ' s  public hea r i ng . 

I ' ve been i n formed during the break that 

through over sigh t ,  Dr . Monte �li lson , who is a member of 

the Snake River A l l i a nce ' s  S I S  Techni c a l  Review Board , 

was not included with the l i s t  of orga n i zational speaker s .  

However , I am told that h e  i s  able t o  keep h i s  wr i t ten 

comment s ,  h i s  oral comments within the five-minute t ime 

l imita t ion . 

So in order to accommodate h iln ,  we ' l l  bring 

him to the top of the list a t  this po int , and have 
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8 0 2 1  

Dr . Monte Wilson , who i s  a nember of the Snake River 

Alliance SIS Technical Review Board , present his comments . 

Dr . Wilson? 

D R .  WILSON : Thank you . I am Monte Wilson. 

I res ide i n  Boi s e , Idaho . I was asked to review the 

Draft Environmental Impac� Statement with regard to the 

completeness and accuracy o f  the geological information . 

f i nd several shortcomings in the Draft EIS 

and l I d l ike to verba l l y  mention four of them and request 

that my e n t i re review be entered into the permanent 

recor d .  

to make - -

MR . EIGUREN : It wi-I I . 

DR . WILSON : The f i r s t  point I would like 

MR . EIGUREN : Excuse me , Dr . Wil son . I ' m 

sorry . Let me take away £rom your time here . 

d i stract ing . 

Can we close the door , please? I t ' s  very 

Thank you . I appreciate that . 

D R .  WILSON : The f ir s t  point I ' d l ike to 

make is that the Draft E I S  includes an unrea l i stically 

low e s t imate of potential impact of earthquake s ,  There 

is a substantial r i sk of high magnitude earthquakes along 

the major faul t s  which bound mountains north of the 

Snake River Plain and extend southeastward beneath the 

95 
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INEL . Epicenters of such earthquakes could in tact be 

very close to the proposed SIS facil ity . 

The Design Bas i s  Earthquake used in the 

OEIS i s  unre a l i s t i c a l ly low ,  i n  l ight of the fact that 

those fault zones extend beneath the Snake River Plain 

and have been determined to be the source of volcanic 

activity , and probably a l so the source o.f micro seismic 

act i v i ty . 

The second point I would l ike to make i s  

tha t  t h e  unprecedented 1 9 8 1  downgrad i ng o f  t h e  Uniform 

Bui ld i ng Code Seismic R i sk Zone for the INEL from Zone 3 ,  

which i s  a zone with major r i s k ,  to Zone 2 ,  which i s  a 

zone with moderate r i s k ,  is inappropriate in l ight of the 

s e i smic r i sk in the area . 

This unprecedented change of the Uni form 

Bui ld i ng Code Seismic Risk Zone was done in response to 

a request by EG&G personn e l . But I think in the interest 

of public safety and in the interest of f i scal 

respons i b i l ity , the Department of Energy should manage 

the INEL a s  being in seismic r i sk Zone 3 and should 

therefore reevaluate whether the Special Isotope 

or r i sk of major seismic damage . 

separator should in fact be bui l t  in a zone of major r i sk , 

The third po int I would l ike to make is that 

the Draft Environmental Impac t  Statement understates and 
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misrepresents important facts and interpretations 

relative to the volcanic hazards a t  INEL . The area in 

which the Idaho Nation a l  Engineering Laboratory is 

located has experienced a great deal of volcanic activity 

in the very recent geologic past and it will almost 

certainly be the location of future volcanic eruption s .  

It i s  not acceptable that o n  one page of 

the Draft EIS that the faci lity is proposed to be sited 

on top of a pile of bedrocK that is a result of recent 

volcanism, and on the fol lowing page point out that 

because of the location of the fac il ity , volcanic hazards 

are not to be expected . 

Addition a l ly , within a restricted area of 

the eastern Snake River Plain , known as the Areo Big Seven 

Butte area -- and this is the area in which the SIS is 

proposed -- the frequency of volcanism has been determined 

to be one eruption every 3 , 0 00 years ,  or one eruption 

every 2 , 0 0 0  years.  

The  Draft EIS states that  the frequency of 

volcanic eruption is one eruption every 3 0 , 0 0 0  to 

1 0 0 , 0 0 0  year s .  That is an error b y  a magni tude of a t  

least 10 and c learly should b e  a drastic difference in 

deciding whether or not to put long half-life and 

radioactive materials in such an p.nvironment . 

The final point I ' d like to make is that i t  

9 7  
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is not acceptable that the Draft Environmental lmpact 

Statement and the supporting documents do not realistically 

evaluate the volcanic hazards nor do they even develop 

a volcanic " accident" scenario. 

If the Department of Energy builds the 

proposed SIS facility at the site , it will be subjected 

to major volcanic hazards , and these hazards include lava 

f lows , violent steam eruptions , c louds of steam, hot ash 

and cinders . These hazards could cause explosive 

dispersal of radioactive materials and they could cause 

severe pollution of an extensive area . 

In addition , the DEIS states that radioactive 

waste may be stored , at least on an interim ba sis , a t  

INEL . The possible consequences of an earthquake or a 

15 volcano on a waste facil ity must also be examined . 

16 Thank you . 

17 MR . EIGUREN : The entire written text of 

18 Dr . Monte Wilson I s comment will be included in the record 

19 as Exhibit 1 8 1 . 

20 (Exhibit No . l Bl was marked and entered . )  

21 MR . E IGUREN : Very briefly , during the 

77 recess the chair received a number of written comments of 

individuals that asked to be included in the record, and 

74 I wi l l  read those in the record at this poin t .  

25 The written comments of Marsha and Robert 
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Lucches i ,  of Boise , Exhibit 167 . 

The written comments of Karen L .  S i lva, 

of Boise , will be Exhibit 168 . 

The written comments of Alvin Joslyn, 

of Meridian , Idaho , Exhibit 169 . 

The written comments of Dr . Charles M .  

Fisher , i s  Exhibit 17 0 .  Dr . Fisher i s  from Boise .  

Exhibit 1 8 2 , the written comments of 

Kermit Leir , Twin Fal l s ,  Idaho . 

In addition to tha t ,  we have some other 

ones here very quickl y .  

Written comments o f  Matthew C .  Mathia s ,  

of Boi s e ,  Exhibit 1 8 3 .  

The written comments o f  Paul Montgomery , 

of Boi s e ,  Exhibit 184 . 

The written comments of Virgil Lee Jones ,  

of Boise , Exhibit 1 8 5 . 

And the written comments of Patricia Corke , 

of Boise,  Exhibit 1 8 6 .  

(Exhibits Nos .  1 6 7  through 1 7 0 ;  and 

Exhibits Nos . 1 8 2  through 186  were marked and entered . )  

At this time I will go ahead and go down 

the witness list of public commenter s this afternoon . 

As I call your name, I would ask you to step forward into 

the microphone , state your name and address for the record , 
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and a t  that point w e  w i l l  begin the time . 

Mr . Bob Stauts .  

MR. STAUTS : I am Robert Stauts of 3 3 17 

Morris H i l l  here in Boise , Idaho . 

As a Boise businessman and Idaho resident,  

I would like to go on record as oppos ing construction of  

the  SIS  at  INEL and favoring a no  action alternative . 

The areas of my concern are many . The ones 

I wish to address here now primarily deal with safety . 

First is the transportation of feed 

plutonium into Idaho and waste and product material out 

of Idaho . Thi s ,  I fee l ,  is the time of greatest exposure 

to accidents . The name coined by DOE for its 

transportation vehicle , the SST or Safe Secure Transport 

has a n ice ring to i t ,  but so did the name T i tanic , a 

name that gave its passengers a truly false feeling of 

security . 

Accidents are j ust that , unpredictable 

happening s .  With SST vehicles traveling the roadways 

shared by a huge cross section of �r ivers with varying 

driving ski l l s ,  the DOE driver ' s  skill alone is far too 

narrow a margin of insurance against the many pos sibi lities 

for accidents . Causes ranging from a sleepy commerc ial 

trucker to a DUI motorist veerin'J off course to 

w8ather-related accidents all  could bring about a worst 
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case scenari o .  

I n  m y  next area of concern , I direct you t o  

t h e  EElS i t se l f ,  Section 3 ,  Charact e r i z a t ions of the 

INEL, subhead ing S e i smic and Volcanic Jl:.c t ivity on 

Page 11 , the second paragraph . I quot e :  "Because the 

INEL is located i n  a province bui l t  principally by 

volcanic eruptions , there is a potent ial for the 

resumption of volcanic activitie s .  Volcanic proce sses 

that might affect f a c i l i t ies a t  the INEL are lava f lows , 

earthquakes assoc i a ted with volcan i s m ,  ground deforma t io n ,  

explosive eruptions . "  

Then i n  the summary sentence of the 

following paragraph it say s ,  " Safety-related problems due 

to lava f lows are not antic ipated . "  

The next paragraph ends s t a t ing , 

;' Safety-re lated problems due to sympathetic tectonic 

earthquakes and earthquakes due to magma movement are 

not antic ipated . "  

Hust we test Mother Nature ' s  patience by 

not antic ipating safety-related problems caused by her 

always unpredictable nature? 

W i th a DEIS document which sports a 

disclaimer for compl e t e ,  accurate or useful informa t ion 

printed i ns ide its very cove r ,  how can the DOE expect us 

to hold it a s  a credible source for safety predictions? 

1 0 1  
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urge those persons i n  our government with 

dec i s ion-mak ing powers to consid�r the testimony of 

concerned c i t i zens vying for the no action alternative . 

In closing,  let us Idahoans not forget that 

a nuclear weapons production fac i l i ty such a s  SIS a t  INEL 

places us in the enemy ' s  crossha irs as a strategic 

target for nuc lear agre::·:;sion . 

MR . EIGUREN : The wr i t ten comments of 

Mr . Bob Stauts will be included in the record a s  

Exh ib i t  1 8 7 . 

Thank you , s i r . 

( Exhibit No . 1 8 7  was marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : The next commenter i s  

Ms . Lois Bauman . 

How are we going to do this? 

MS.  BAUMAN : They ' re my exhibits . 

MR . EIGUREN ; Are they going to speak? 

M S .  BAUMAN : No . 

I ' m Lois Bauman . I 'm here for two reason s ,  

Valerie Bauman a n d  Tamara .  I want them t o  grow up . Please 

don t t  build the SIS . 

MR . EIGUREN ; Next on the speaker ' s  l i s t  i s  

M s .  Ruth Hemingway .  Ruth Hemingway? 

A�a i n  1 1 1 1  note for the record that just 

because I ' ve called your name does not mean that you have 

1 0 2  
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lost the opportunity t o  comment . Our as sumption is that 

if any of these cammenters whom I ' ve cal led do not step 

f orward , they will be commenting at Tuesday ' s  continuation 

of this heari ng . 

Ms . Ruth Herrington . Ruth Herrington} 

Beth Cogswe l l .  Beth Cogswe l l ?  

Jason Farber . Jason Farber? 

Carol Bachelde r .  Could you state your narr.e 

and address for the record , please? 

MS . BACHELDER : Street address or j u s t  Boise? 

MR . EIGUREN : Whatever you ' d  l ike . 

M S .  BACHELDER ; My name is Carol Bachelder 

and I reside in Boise . 

I don ' t  want this SIS in southern Idaho and 

I don ' t  want the nuclear cargo being transported across 

our state . The proposed SIS facil ity is one more step 

in what I call the militarization of Idaho . 

Gowen Field has its grand expansion 

schemes ,  Mountain Harne has its sophisticated over the 

horizon radar system, and now we might have the SIS .:�t 

the INEL . What i s  happening to our pristine state? 

If I weren ' t  so horr i f i ed , I would almost 

be amused at this �ttitude . We don ' t  need any more 

wilderne ss area in Idaho , but if you want to build a 

nuclear weapons fuel plant her e ,  that ' s  okay . 
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Idaho i s  being ushered , or should I say 

pressured , into the _r..rms Race . Maybe the powers in 

Washington , D . C .  f i gure that the rest. of the country 

doesn ' t  even know where Idaho is , so a l l  this m i l itary 

hardware will be safe here . But I would l i ke to 

concentrate for the moment on how much all this nuclear 

m i l i tary activity is costing . 

A l l  these projects are paid for with 

mill ions o f  taxpayer dollars . Have you ever noticed the 

extravagance of the conservatives when it comes to 

national defense? Their motto seems to be "Spare no 

expense for national defense . "  Conservatives give the 

m i l itary blanket approval for everything they say , d o ,  

bui l d  o r  deploy . I am beginning to see the m i l itary a s  

a gigantic form of national welfare , o r  should I say 

warfarp.? 

The construction�l j obs that would result 

from bui ld i ng the SIS would be paid for with red 

dollar s .  I don ' t  mean C01TOTlunist dollar s ,  I mean d e f i c i t  

dollar s .  W e  have in thi s country a t h r e e  t r i l lion dollar 

d e f ic i t .  We have lost control of our nationa l budget , and 

s t i l l  we give the m i l i tary a blank check . S I S  today , sor tomorrow . 

24 Everyone seems to be intimidated when 

25 comes to standing up to the m i l i tary , but I am l ike 
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l i tt l e  c h i ld who said , "The Emperor does n ' t  have any 

c lothes o n . "  I am saying we don ' t  want ,  don ' t  need and 

c a n ' t  a f ford the S I S . Ha l f  the r e a sons for wanting to 

b u i ld the S I S  in Idaho have to do with national defens e , 

and the other h a l f  of the reasons seem to have dollar 

s i g n s  in them . 

U n t i l  the necess i t y  for building the S I S  

i s  e st.:-t b l i shed beyond t h e  shadow o f  a doub t ,  I would 

urge you to exer c i s e  r e s t r a i nt in spending and not 

con t i nue to b l indly support the m i l itary i n  everything 

they s a y ,  do , build or deploy . 

Thank you . 

MR . EIGUREN : Thank you . 

The chair i s  now in receipt of �n additional 

set of written commen t s  from Mr . G lenn Starke�1 of Har:lpa , 

Idaho . We ' l l mark tha t  as Exhibit No . 1 8 8  for inclusion 

in the record . 

He have a l so r e c e ived comments from 

Agnes Burkholder from Boi s e . and we ' l l mark that a s  

Exhibit 1 8 9  for i n c lus ion i n  t h e  record . 

( E x h i b i t s  Nos . 1 8 8  and 1 8 9  were marked and 

entered . ) 

MR . E I GUREN : Moving down the witness l i s t  

f o r  t h i s  a fternoon, w e  c a l l  E d  McLusk i e .  

MR . McLUSKIE : My name i s  Ed McLu s k i e ,  and 
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I l ive at 1 9 1 9  Corona Lane . 

The Department of Energy needs to know, and 

I think they know, that the people o f  Idaho see SIS in 

terms o f  i ssue s these hearings d e f ine a s  irreleva n t .  The 

p r e s s  i s  loaded with comments concer n i ng the moral 

i s sue o f  nuclear prol i f e r a tion . 

Secondly , the nec e s s i t y  i s sue , in the wake 

o f  d i sarmament and the federa l  d e f ic i t . 

And third , and perhaps the mos t  pol i t i c i z ed 

in the l a s t  two week s ,  the j ob s  i s sue . 

On s a fety i s s u e s , I ' l l have something to 

say at the end of my time here toda y .  But I urge ynu t o  

take t h i s  message t o  Wa shingto n ,  that t h e  people o f  Idaho , 

no matter where they s t a nd on the i s s u e s  I ' v e  mentioned , 

consider the scope of these considerations to be a l l  too 

na rrow and to be m i s s ing the mark . 

Whether for or a g a i n s t  arms stockp i l i n g ,  t h i s  

i s sue animates t h e  natives o f  Idaho . Nhether w e  accept or 

reject Senator Symms ' a r gument that he knows better than 

the rest of u s  about the nature o f  deterrence and the need 

for deterrenc e ,  thi s  i s sue a n im a t e s  the natives o f  t h i s  

state . Whether w e  accept or r e j e c t  the argument t h a t  

Idahoans wi l l  h a v e  j o b s  t h a n k s  to S I S ,  this i s sue 

animates the natives �nd the ir representa tives . 

So wh i l e  these hearings in t h i s  state d e a l  

1 0 6  
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with environmental impact in perhaps the narrowe s t  o f  

p o s s i b l e  s e ns e s ,  p l e a s e  let your col leagues know that 

Idaho c i t izens and their representatives will continue 

to act in ways that w i l l  determine the scope of these 

hea r i n g s  to be irrelev an t .  

I n  other word s ,  the people of Idaho are 

send i ng this message to Washington : We , not the 

Department of Energy, not the Department of Defense , not 

the Department o f  Transpor t a t ion , wi l l  continue to 

determine for ourselves just what the i s su e s  are . 

So here are some of these things that a r e  

d e f ined a s  irrelevant by the Dra f t  Enyi ronmental 

S t atement : 

F i r s t , the moral i s sue . The moral issue 

a s  i t ' s  been called i s  the u l timate environmental impact 

i s sue , i n  my op inion . Wh i l e  INEL awa i t s  Superfund money 

to clean up earlier hazardous was te s , me and my l l -year-old 

daughter face the prospect o f  a nuc l ear winter . That ,  

t o  me , i s  a n  u l t imate environmental impact . I t ' s  wrong 

and 2ven mean spirited to suppose t h a t  arguments a g a i n s t  

n u c l e a r  war a n d  preparation f o r  s u c h  w a r f a r e  are n o t  

arguments about environmental impa c t .  

The Environmen t a l  Impact S t atement , 

regar d le s s  of who is in charge of i t s  scope , i s  

fundamenta l l y  f l awed f o r  ignoring concern s  about the 
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consequences of arms buildup . So don '-t m i s t a k e  our 

repre s e nt a t ive s ' votes on the arms reduction treaty to 

be the expression o f  the w i l l  of Idaho c i t i z en s . 

Oppos i tion to the Arms Race and S I S ' s  role in it i s  

growing in t h i s  state , and I a m  convinced w e  c a n  count on 

i t .  

The second i ssue , n e c e s s ity , j u s t  won ' t  go 

away . I c a l I on the DOE to recommend further study 

beyond these hearing s ,  at leasl u n t i l  your department has 

a new chief executive in Congr e s s . In Idaho , we are 

a s k i ng you to �·ed e f ine your concept o f  r i sk . I s  the r i sk 

of transporting , r e f i n i ng and storing plutonium a r i s k  

worth t a k i ng when we ' re c l early on t h e  p a t h  o f  arms 

reduction? Is i t  a risk worth taking when the next 

President and Conyress are a t  l e a s t  50 percent likely to 

say , " Th i s  production of the most deadly o f  e l ements i s  

unnec e s s a r y ,  maybe even a threat t o  further arms reduction 

t a lk s " ?  

Th ird , j ob s . My c o l l eague a t  Boi s e  S t a t e ,  

Chairman of t h e  Economics Departme n t ,  Chuck Skoro , h a s  

s a i d  i n  m a n y  forums t h i s  w e e k  tha t , b a s e d  o n  h i s  a n a l y s i s  

of t h e  j obs prom i s ed f o r  S I S ,  w e  know that over 400  o f  

t h o s e  750 j o b s  w i l l  go to out-of - stater s . W e  knov,' t h a t  the 

rest w i l l  go to food services and other very low wage 

j ob s . We know that if SIS happe n s , our oppone nt s ,  who 
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wanted S I S ,  w i l l  suffer once a g a i n  f rom high hopes now 

broken . 

I 'm j u s t  saying that I ' m not wi l l ing to have 

my l i f e  threatened , my daughter ' s  l i f e  threatened , over 

3 0 0 -plus odd j ob s ,  low wage temporary j ob s ,  the price of 

which i s  the risk of the h a l f- l i fe o f  2 4 , 0 0 0  years . 

As to the scope of your hear ing s ,  I have 

j u s t  a couple o f  thing s to say . 

MR . E I GUREN : S i r ,  make it very br ie f . 

MR . McLU SK I E : Rea l quic k .  

F i rs t ,  your Department o f  Transportation 

transport vehic le s ,  i n  spite o f  the conta i ners hauled , 

carry dangerous weapo n s , M - 1 6 ' s ,  I 'm told , and an equa l ly 

dangerous license to k i l l ,  even our own state ' s  o f f i c i al s . 

Wh a t ' s  going to happen if there ' s  an accident and , for 

example , a Caldwe l l  cop stops one o f  those commer c i a l  

v e h i c l e s  in t h e  course o f  performing h i s  d u t i e s ?  W h a t  if 

the Department of Transportation ' s  crack shooters think 

that the accident i s  a f ake , when i t  i s n ' t? I think the 

h a zards o f  transportation extend beyond plutonium . 

MR . E I GUREN : You have gone we l l  beyond five 

minutes . I ' m sorry . I hate to cut you o f f .  

MR . McLUSKIE :  Oka y .  

MR . E I GUREN : Our next scheduled cornmentcr 

is Richard P l att . 

1 0 9  
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MS . SHELLEY RUSSELL : Richard P l a t t  wa s 

unable to come , and asked roe to speak in h i s  place . 

fiR . E IGUREN : State your name and address 

for the record , p l e a s e . 

MS . RUSSELL : Shelley Rus se l l ,  McCa l l ,  Idaho . 

MR . E I GUREN : You may proceed. 

MS . RUSSELL : I n  1 8 0 8 , Thomas J e f ferson s a id , 

"The care of human l i f e  and happine s s ,  and not t h e i r  

destruc tion , i s  t h e  f ir s t  a n d  only l e g i t imate object o f  

good governmen t . "  

What we are considering i n  the S I S  cannot 

be judged to be a d e c i s ion in the i n t e r e s t s  o f  the l i f e  

a n d  happ i n e s s  o f  the peop l e . It is economic a l ly tenuou S ,  

environmenta lly hazardou s , psycho l o g i c a l l y  harmful and 

morally wrong . 

Each of us must struggle throughout our 

l ives with what is good or bad , what is right or wrong . 

Often we must t a k e  a closer look when we make dec i s ion s .  

I t  may seem good for the economy t o  have a b i ll i o n  d o l l a r s  

added to Idaho . And i t  m a y  seem g o o d  to have these j o b s  

avai lable f o r  the unemployed . I t  -may s e em good , b u t  o n l y  

22 at a f ir s t  and cursory glance . 

23 In th e private sector , $ l-bi l l ion could nean 

24 5 9 , 0 0 0  jobs instead o f  a few hundred . Not o n ly is the 

2S S I S  a temporary and short-ranging boo s t , it jeopard i z e s  

n o  
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Idaho ' s  two strongest econom i e s  because it i s  an accident 

wai t i ng to happen , either at the s i te or on the highways . 

S o ,  i t  may seem good to have this money spent here , but 

looking closer , it is not good . 

Not only is it not good , it is mora l l y  

wrong . To manufacture more plutonium for weapons when 

we already have enough to d e stroy the ent ire creation 

foreve r ,  to fund an Arms Race in the face of growing 

problems and opportunities for advances i n  medical and 

social arena s ,  t h i s  is wrong . VIe are not a strong 

country when we divert funds from soc i a l  program s ,  we ' re 

not a strong country when our people are hungry and 

homeles s .  

l']e have a n  incredible federal d e f i c i t , 

m a i n l y  due to the demands of security hunger that i s  out 

of contro l ,  and that wi l l  not be s a t i sf ied by more nuclear 

weapons .  

We are not a strong country when we ignore 

the eterna l l y  d i s a s t rous effects on the g lobal 

environment . The DEIS indicates w i s hful thinking that 

borders on deceit when it suggests that the r i sks of 

transpor t ing , proc e s s i n g  and storing plutonium contaR�nated 

m a t e r i a l  are m i n ima l ,  and then s ug g e s t s  that they are 

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  i n s i g n ificant and within the acceptable 

r a ng e .  
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Clay N i c ho l s  states the S I S  is " l ike a 

hospi ta l ,  not a grubby factor y . "  Mr . Nicho l s ,  what are 

you thinking of - - a Nazi hospi ta l ,  where pa t i e n t s  were 

experimented with regard l e s s  of their unw i l l i n g n e s s  to be 

there , to d i e ?  T h i s  is a very pecu l ia r  compari son , I 

think -- one that endeavors to conceal the nature of t h i s  

factory of w a r  and death , a production p l a n t  w i t h  one 

purpose : Producing the deadl i e s t  component of nuclear 

weapon s . 

It i s  not at a l l  like a hospi ta l ,  it i s  only 

a death factory , an industry that we don ' t  need . We 

a lready have enough nuclear weapons to destroy a l l  of l i f e ,  

a l l  of u s , a l l  of our chi ldren , a l l  of t h e  Russ i an s , a l l  

of their c h i ldre n ,  a l l  people o n  earth , a l l  of t h e  c h i l dren 

of eart h ,  all anima l s , all plants and a l l  l i f e .  

P l e a s e  don ' t  pretend t o  yourselves that 

using one b i l l ion d�llars i n  Idaho and creating a few 

hundred temporary j o b s  i s  worth adding to the a lready 

intolerable burden of fear that we have created with our 

m i sguided prior i t ie s .  

The DOE could l ive up t o  i t s  name _ _  

Department of Energy - - d nd spend 3. b i l l ion dol lars i n  our 

s tate on renewable energy research, contribute to a future 

for our state and for our children , and avoid the r i s k  

of permanent contamination of our env i ronment a n d  answer 

1 1 2  
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with conf idence to the moral imperative of l i ving i n  the 

nuclear age . 

MR . EIGUREN : The written comments o f  

Shel ley Ru s s e l l  w i l l  be marked a s  Exh ibit No . 1 9 0  and 

inc luded i n  the record as suc h .  

(Exhibit No . 1 9 0  wa s marked and en tered . )  

MR . E I(;(JRE N :  She h a s  a l so provided f o r  the 

record s t a tement s  from the f o l l oW'inS individua l s ,  and 

we ' l l mark them i n  sequence : 

Dee Bra z i l , McCa l l ,  Exhibit 1 9 1 .  

Richard P l a t t , from McCa l l ,  Exhibit 1 9 2 . 

The j oi n t  comments of Robert Newcomer and 

Emily Newcomer , from McC a l l ,  Exhibi t 1 9 3 . 

and entered . )  

( Ex h i b i t s  Nos . 1 9 1  through 193  were marked 

Our next scheduled cornmenter i s  Ann Hausrat h .  

M S .  HAUSRATH :  I am not a n  expert. . I am a 

mother of three c h i ldren and I am here today because of 

them . We are a conservative f am i l y . J.Jike a l l  mother s ,  I 

want to keep my c h i ldren s a f e . I worry about Lhings l ik e  

whooping cough when they ' r e  l it t l e  a n d  drugs when they 

get older . 

1f.Je are opposed to the S I S  for many reasons I 

and I ' l l mention two important one s . P l u tonium i s  a n  

extremely haz ardous substance . "�e d o n  I t want i t  being 

1 1 3  
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an accident? We are told it would be transported s a f e l y , 

to trust the neVi technolog y .  But what about the supposed l y  

s a f e  v a c c i n e s  t h a t  m a i m ,  t h e  colored T V  tll�tt explod e s , 

and the new car that m a l functions and parts have to be 

reca l l ed ?  What about the Cha l lenger explosion or Three 

M i l e  I s land? Most of those m i s t ak e s ,  whi l e  tra g i c , 

a f fected only a few individu a l s  . An accident with 

plutonium would r i sk generations o f  Idahoans for more than 

2 4 , 0 0 0  yea r s .  That ' s  s o  long , i t ' s  impo s sible to imag i n e .  

I a m  opposed to the S I S  f o r  anothe r ,  

deeper r e a so n .  I a m  a Chr i s t i a n  and my f a i t h  causes me 

to seek peace fu l ,  non-violent s o lu t i o n s  to con f l ic t .  

cannot support a n y  project which propose s t o  improve the 

short-term economy of our state through product ion of 

material whose only goal i s  the tot a l  destruction of 

everything I hold dear - - my c h i ldre n ,  the entire human 

race , and indeed perhaps our l i f e  on t h i s  planet . 

MR . EIGUREN ; We w i l l  inc lude in the record 

as Exh i b i t  194 the comments of Ann Hausrat h .  

( Exhibi t No . 1 9 4  wa s marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : 'l'he next scheduled commenter 

i s  Kei th Tackma n .  

MR . TACKMAN : M y  name i s  Keith Tackman ; I 

l ive at 7 7 0 1  U s t i c k  Road , Boi s e ,  Idaho . I am a c h i l d  o f  

114  
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God . S I S  mean s  produc ing more plutonium . T h i s  means 

making more nuclear weapons . Nuclear weapons a r e  immoral . 

These weapons wi l l  one day destroy a l l  l i f e . Therefore , 

these weapons must be destroyed , not made . 

Handling plutonium is very dangerou s .  One 

part i c l e  of plutonium can k i l l  you -- j u s t  ask the 

residents who l ive near Rocky F la t s  in Colorado who are 

dying of cancer , whose c h i ldren are born deformed . 

You propose transporting t h i s  plutonium 

from Hanford to INEL on Interstate 8 4 . What happens i f  

there i s  an accident near Bo i s e ?  D o  you evacuate the 

city? Do we become another Chernobl? 

I would l ike to po i n t  out t o  the 

construction industry in Idaho that SIS is a federal 

proj e c t . I f  t h i s  f a c i l i t y  is bui l t , an out-of -state 

contractor does not have to use Idaho construction 

workers . Case i n  point - - the Broadway-Chinden Connector 

here in Boise . The Salt Lake contractor is using mostly 

i t s  own people f rom Salt Lake on the j ob .  Let me remind 

you that Idaho i s  a r ight -to-work s t ate . 

I urJe the Department of Energy not to 

bu i ld t h i s  project anywher e .  S I S  is one step c loser to 

nuclear war , not peac e .  And i n  the words o f  the s inger , 

John Denv e r ,  I would l i ke to sing t h i s :  

" T e l l  m e  what a r e  we m a k i ng weapons f o r ?  

1 1 5  
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Have we forgotten a l l  the l ives that were given , a l l  the 

vows that were taken? Say never a ga i n .  

" Now f o r  the f i r s t  time , t h i s  could b e  the 

last time . 

" I f peace is our m i s s ion , then l e t  us begin . "  

Thank you . 

MR . EIGUREN : Thank you , Hr . Tackman . 

Our next cornrnenter j s  Dr . Ron B a l s l e y . 

D R .  BALSLEY : My name is Ron B a l s l e y . I ' m 

here today because I was on jury duty y e sterday and a l so 

tomor row . I was unable to t e s t i f y  there . 

The Draft Environment S t a t ement for the S I S  

Project i s  concerned w i t h  econom i c , environment a l , and 

safety concern s .  I am s a t i s f ied w i t h  t h e  conc l u s ions i n  

that document . In add i t ion , I am in favor of s i t inq the 

SIS Proj e c t  at the INEL for the fol lowing reason s :  

'I'he l e g i s l a tive and executive branches o f  

t h e  federal government have determined t h a t  needs for 

a dd j t ional m i l i ta r y  plutonium e x i s t . The AVLIS proc e s s , 

which the S I S  is a special c a se , is the l e a s t  expe n s iv e  

method we have of providing f o r  that need . 

The INEL contractors over the pa st 40 years 

have amassed a n  excel lent record for sa fety i n  t h e i r  

h a nd l i ng o f  nuclear materia l s .  I b e l i ev e  I 
cOo'coc'oc "' "  0'0',. " . " ,  'co, oc , " ' , '  
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greater degree of concern and sa fety . Furth ermore ,  the 

pro j e c t  represents only a sma l l  increase in the amoun t  and 

burden o f  nuclear mater i a l s  handled a t  the s j te .  

The j ob s  represented by the ope r a t i ng s t a f f.  

of t h e  S I S  wi l l ,  a s  h a s  b e e n  stated , i n  t h e  )Ila i.n , be 

replacements for jobs t h a t  are being phased out as the 

proj ec t s  end . '-J i t hout the SIS , total employme nt a t. t h e  

INEI, w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  d e c r e a s e  and t h e  a l ready depressed 

economy of southeast Idaho wi ll s u f f e r . 

1 0  T h e  S I S  o f f e r s  a s i g n i f i c a nt opportunity for 

1 1  t he manufacturing economy o f  the region . Many o f  the 

1 2  parts a n d  sub a s s emb l i e s  f o r  t h e  proj ect are w i t h i n  the 

13 current capab i l i t i e s  o f  the stat e ' s  f irms . With t h i s  

14  opportu n i t y ,  a n d  with federal a n d  s t a l e  coope r a tion and 

" a s s i stanc e ,  Idaho vendors can upgrade t h e i r  capabi l i t i e s  

1 6  t o  supply mor e ,  n o t  o n l y  f o r  t h i s  pro j e c t  but f o r  other s . 

1 7  Laser i sotope separation , upon which the 

18 l\VLlS technology is based , holds g r e a t  prom i se for 

1 9 indu s t r i a l  and commerci a l  u s e .  T h i s  pro j ec t  repr e s e n t s  

20 the f i r s t  u s e  of the techno logy in a production s i tua t i on . 

2 1  Individuals a n d  organi z a t i ons involved a t  t h i s  ear l y  

22 stage �hould have a s i g n i f icant compr: t i t ive advantagE:; a s  

23 the lechnology grows towards commerc i d l i :l a t ion . 

24 Thank you VAry muc h .  

25 MR . EJGUREN : The comments of �on Bal s ] ey 
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o f  Poca te l l o ,  Idaho wi l l  be inc luded a s  Exhibit No . 1 9 5  

i n  t h e  record . 

(Exhibit No . 1 9 5  was marked and entered . )  

MR . E I GUREN : Our next scheduled commenter 

is J im Bal lantyne . 

M R . HAUDER : My name is Larry Bauder . I ' m 

s t a nding in for Jim B a l l antyn e ,  who i s  unable to be here . 

MR . EIGUREN : Would you give your name and 

addr e s s  for the record , p l e a s e ?  

MR . HAUDER : Larry Bauder , 2028 North 1 6 th , 

Boise , Idaho . 

I do not come to these hearings today to 

speak about the economic impact nor the environment a l  

e f fe c t  of t h e  S I S  Proj e c t  to the S t a t e  of I d a h o .  Ne ither 

do I come to bear t e s t imony a s  to the m i l i tary relevance 

o f  S I S  to the national security of the nation . Rather ,  

I come t o  bear t e s t imony to the impact o f  thi s pro j e c t  

o n  t h e  soul of t h e  nation a n d  o f  the s tate . 

The soul i s  that mor a l  fiber which binds 

people together . It is that commu n a l  s e n s e  of r ig h t  and 

wrong which we bel ieve in a s  a soc iety . To " s e l l  one ' s  

sou l "  a s  the c l iche goes , imp l i e s  that one h a s  lost or 

given up the integrity of choo s i n g  r ightne s s  and 

wrongnes s .  I t  is the soul or the conscience which i s  

viol ated when certain atroc i t i e s  a r e  comm i t ted such a s  

1 1 8  
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c h i ld abuse , violent k i l l ings , or gross negligence in 

bu s i n e s s  when environment a l  concerns are ignored . 

I b e lieve very deeply that the construction 

of this plant , with its primary purpose being to further 

the proliferation of nuclear arm s ,  w i l l  be a deadly blow 

to the soul of our state . 

No person c a n , with integrity and conviction 

and f a i th in a divine creator , argue for the production 

and deployment of nuclear a rms . There i s  a fundamental 

contradiction in the terms between s a y i ng "I have f a i t h  

i n  the divin e "  a n d  building o n e  more nuclear weapons 

f a c i l ity . 

T h i s  contradiction is no more plainly 

exh i b i t ed and evident than in the i n s ignia printed on our 

coins -- and each one I spend d a i ly . It says " In God we 

trus t . "  It i s  a bold reminder to where our national 

security is supposed to be placed , and y e t  in the rea l i ty 

i t  seems to be " In nuclear weapons we trust . "  

When a nation and a s t a t e  lives with th i s  

contrad iction , there beg i n s  to be a loss of the integrity 

o f  the soul . 

The p a s s ion by which proponen t s  argue for 

the need of SIS produc t i on can be compared to the pa s sion 

by which Hindus in Benglidesh ( s i c )  wor ship their primary 

God , V i sh n u .  The dedication to this God is so great that 
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a huge replica was bu i l t  and mounted on huge whee l s , and 

devotees tug and pu l l  this rep l i c a  around shouting 

pra i s e s  and paying homage to i t . All i s  f i ne unt i l  V i shnu 

and thi s huge wagon beg i n s  to r i s e  to the top of the h i l l  

a n d  b e g i n s  t o  r o l l  down , a n d  hundreds a T e  crushed under 

its whee l s . But that ' s  okay , s i n c e  i t  is a sacrif ice to 

the God of protec tion , V i shnu . Most of u s  look a t  this 

a s  primitive . 

The rea l i ty is that thi s worship of V i shnu 

is a d i r ect para l l e l  to our own n a t ional obsession with 

secur i t y  and preservation through nuc lear arms . 

Arnold Toynbee h a s  s a i d  "The cult of 

national sovereignty h a s  become mankind ' s  major r e l ig ion . 

Today the national state is God . " 

M i l itary strateg i s t s , l ik e  wor shipers of 

V i shnu , are per f e c t l y  wi l l ing to o f fer up lives of the 

i nnocent to the God of m i l itary preparednes s .  Terms such 

as " acceptable l o s s e s " are used to descr ibe the thousands 

who w i l l  innocently die in a nuclear war . 

1'1c have become dehwna n i z ed and have lost 

the e l ementary s e n s e  o f  horror and a n gu i sh t h a t  nuclear 

war could bring to t h i s  country and to the world . 

Psycholog i s t s  would c a l l  thi s f a i lure to look rea l i s t ic a l l y  I at our condition as " de n i a l . "  Most of us have a ment a l  

b l o c k  to t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  consequences o f  an S I S  ProJ ect 

1 2 0  
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and its l ink to nuclear war .  

Thirty years ago a huge t ida l wave 

approached the Hawaiian I sland s .  People were warned of 

a great -- of a 3D-foot wave that was going to approach .  

Nany fled . But mnny stayed behind, refusing to believe . 

In fac t ,  one school teacher even took her children to 

the water ' s  edge to watch it come i n .  

I get the distinct feel ing , when I hear 

of the great resources this plant wil l  have to Idaho , 

that people are refusing to l isten to the voice of 

their soul and are rushing to the water ' s  edge of 

nuclear disaster . Does Idaho want to be a part of 

this tidal wave and rolling jaggernaut ( s i c )  of 

nuclear proliferation . I ,  for one , do not , and neither 

do many of the people in the Christian tradition which 

I represent . 

Thank you , 

MR . EIGUREN : Thank you , sir . 

Our next scheduled commenter is A . J .  BUrnes . 

Excuse �e , s i r .  The wri tten comments of 

Larry Hauder wil l  be Exhibit 1 8 6  in the record -- 1 9 6 .  

(Exhibit N o .  1 9 6  was marked and entered . )  

j,m . EIGUREN : Mr . Burne s ,  you may proceed , 

s i r .  

M R .  BURNE S :  Hy secular name is  A . J .  Burnes , 
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and roy vocational name is Sergus (phonetic s ) . I am a 

native born American and staunch anti-Communist,  and I 

think i t ' s  a wonderful thing that a person l ike myself 

can stand here only a few hours at the same podium where 

stood before international civil terrorists,  l ike 

Senator Symms and Senator McClure , and not be shot. 

Because up until five years ago I used to be the same 

kind of international c iv i l  terrorist -- wealthy execu t ive , 

senior executive in the mil itary industrial complex . And 

as I think you nm.,' can see , I am not that anymore . 

There is only one way that you can argue 

aga inst the precise and deta iled nature of the SIS Pro j ect.  

Take it from one who has been there . You ' d  have to be 

associated directly with the plutonium bomb factory , you ' d  

have to violate your oath o f  secrecy , you ' d  have to 

violate your vow not to tell the people of this great 

democracy what is  really going on . And if  you are part 

of the propaganda effort, like in the Environmental Impact 

Report I you say " The SIS is safe and i t ' s  good for j obs 

and for the economy , "  and you damned well better not put 

your career on the l ine . 

But if you ' re l ike most of the rest of us 

plain citizens , you cannot oppose SIS on technical 

ground s .  You don ' t  have access t o  the prec ise classified 

information . No matter how hard you try, no natter how 
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earnest you are , you can ' t  make a comp e l l i ng rational case . 

And the whole thing i s  j u s t  Catch-2 2 ,  i t ' s  j u s t  that 

simple . 

But suppose we the peop l e , including the 

ones on this s ide who clap at differ ent times than I do, 

took a d i f ferent tack . Suppose we !-�aid forget that the 

s ite for S I S  was actua l l y  settled more than two years a g o ,  

a n d  forget t h a t  thi s meeting i s  simply a n  empty ritua l ,  

suppose we said that instead what r e a l l y  matters i s  i f  we 

have adequate reason to trust the people who w i l l  lead 

and run the SIS Pro j e c t ,  tru s t i n g  them , l et ' s  say , f i r s t  

w i t h  o u r  democratic her itage , trus t i n g  them with our 

con s t i tu � ional righ t s ; and then if we absolu tely knew that 

we could n ' t  trust them with these t h i ng s ,  could we trust 

them in anything else? Nould we t r u s t  them, for examp l e , 

with our own personal safety or with the health and 

genetic legacy of our loved ones or with the posterity 

o f  t h i s  world? 

Now, I came prepared to make more accusations 

based on fact . But s i nce I came h er e ,  I ' v e  been told that 

there were no moral crimes , that there were no moral 

d e f e c t s , that i t  all was an accident . Let me tell you 

what the accident was , It was an accident that people 

i n  S I S , i n  the proj e c t , having a non-violent peaceful 

protest letter in hand , secured the unlawful cooperation 

123 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

1 I 

10  

1 1  

12 

1 3  

14  

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  

1 8  

1 9  

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

" 

of the Boi se c i t y  administration and pol ice , i n c l u d i ng , 

by the way ,  Chr i st i a n  pol ice chapl a in s ,  and sponsored 

a criminal inve s t i g a t ion , in open d i s regard for the 

F i rs t  Amendment o f  the Uni ted Sta t e s  Cons t i tut ion , total 

d i sregard for the c iv i l  rights prov i s i o n s  of the 

4 2  u . s .  Code 1 9 8 3  - - postal privacy o f  a person e n t i r e l y  

unrelated to the p r o t e s t  wa s viola ted . 

The person who wrote the letter wa s 

interrogated in the street by the pol ic e  in p l a i n  s i g h t . 

A r e l i gious sanctuary was violated by po l ice bang ing on 

the door at great len� t h . Neighbors to the sanctuary were 

interrogated at length about those who r e s ided there . A l l  

o f  t h i s  beiny done by means o f t e n  u s ed to suppress lawful 

d i s sent a s  is guaranteed by the Constitution o f  the 

U n i ted States . 

And had that been acceptable to my genetic 

forbearer s ,  I would be l iv ing today i n  the Soviet Union . 

And in the l a s t  week of Februar y ,  I have a d i s ti n c t  

f e e l i ng t h a t  I wa s .  

So t h i s  was a l l  a n  accident with our 

heritage and cons t i tutional right s .  If you can ' t  trust 

the people with our heri tage and cons t i tu t ional r i gh t s , 

are you going to t r u s t  them w i t h  weapons grade plutonium? I And i f  we don ' t  help ourselve s ,  God help u s . Amen . 

M R ,  EIGURE N :  Our next scheduled commenter 
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are you going to trust them with weapons grade plutonium?

And if we don't help ourselves, Cod help us. Amen.

MR, EIGUREN: Our next scheduled commenter
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i s  Margaret Hulme . !>1argaret Hulme? 

Gail Kirg i s .  

MS . K I RG I S ; M y  name i s  Gai l  Kirg i s , and 

I am a r e s ident of Boi s e ,  Idaho . 

have a r iddle for you : What one word 

would Idahoans respond to , a lmost automa t ic a l ly? My 

answer i s ,  "Jobs . II And after reading the Dra f t  

Environmen t a l  Impact Statement a n d  l i s tening to the 

public relat ions work the Department of Energy has been 

doing in the pa s t  few week s ,  I have to think that the 

Department o f  Energy a nswered the riddle that way . 

Jobs -- ye s ,  our state economy is depressed 

r ight now . We a l l  know that a g r i cu lture , lumber , and 

m i n ing h a s  been hit hard . And so when someone wiggles 

the offer o f  jobs i n  front o f  u s  I vie tend to act l ike a 

trout going for a f l y .  However , as those of you who are 

f i shermen - - or f i s herwomen - �  know , a smart trout ts 

a wary and suspicious creature . So we would do we l l  to 

look a t  the supposed job oppor tun i t i e s  from the S I S  

Project l i k e  a trout i n specting a f l y , a n d  a s k  some 

que s t i on s .  

Que s t i o n s  l ike how many j o b s  w i l l  t h i s  

pro j e c t  rea l ly open u p  for Idahoans? 

We l l ,  the DEIS says that a t  peak construction 

time they will require about 4 4 0  worke r s , and one-hal f ,  or 
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220 o f  those , w i l l  be s k i l l ed construction workers . S o ,  

f o r  those in the construction trade s ,  e lectr icia n s ,  

carpenter s ,  S I S  o f f e r s  about 2 2 0  j o b s  for about two y e ar s .  

And they e s t imate that about one-fourth o f  those w i l l  be 

brought in from out of s ta t e . Now that leaves us with 

165 j obs - - for about two years . 

For the r e s t  of the time , the rest of the 

time being seven or e i ght year s ,  s ince . th a t 1 s  the expected 

life o f  the SIS Plant , SIS would employ about 150 workers 

in construction -- and when we subtract the out - o f - s ta t e  

worker s ,  t h a t  l e a v e s  with 1 1 2  j obs f o r  about seven o r  

eight years . 

So what does S I S  rea l ly o f fer the 

construction workers of Idaho? 1 6 5  j obs for two years 

and about 112 j ob s  for about seven y e ar s .  

We l l ,  what about the operating personnel 

when the SIS is up and running? I n  the DEI S ,  they 

e s t imate that plant operation w i l l  require 440 people . 

And gue s s  what -- they e s t imate in the DEIS on Page 4 - 6  

t h a t  a l l , every one , o f  those j o o s  w i l l  be f i l led by 

out-of-state people . 

vle l l ,  the S I S  promoter s  have a l so been 

t e l l ing u s  to consider all the jobs that w i l l  be created 

because of the economic boom started by the S I S . The 

number used by the DOE to gue s s  how many extra jobs w i l l  
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be created i s ,  in f a c t ,  a most hopeful if not totally 

inaccurate figur e .  I won ' t  bore you with statistics _ _  

that was my major in college but I ' ve come to appreciate 

that not everybody is fascinated by statistics - - let me 

j u s t  say, that the number DOE uses to produce their 

f i gure on new jobs might be the right one if - - and only 

i f  -- the Idaho Falls area has no available housing , had 

already crowded school s ,  and had shopping and service 

industries just barely adequate for the people who 

a l ready l ive there . And that i s n ' t  the case . 

So when we look carefully and a l i ttle 

suspiciously a t  the SIS proposa l ,  it appears to offer 

u s  slightly over 100 jobs for about seven year s ,  and 

perhaps between 100 to 2 0 0  more service j obs for that 

period of time . As Senator Syrnms has often said , there 

aren ' t  any free lunches around here . So what do we have 

to give up in order to get these j o b s ?  

Wel l ,  a s  taxpayers we have to help p a y  for 

thi s plant -- at the moment , the price tag is set for 

about $ l -billion . And considering the size of the national 

d e f i c i t ,  building the SIS Plant makes about as much 

economic sense as a fa'mily buying a Ferrar i on their way 

to bankruptcy hearing s .  

And , nore importantly, w e  Idahoans have to 

be willing to expose those who live in the INEL area , as 
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well as those who l ive along the transportation route 

used to carry the pluton ium feed and plutonium-contaminated 

wastes to all the possible dangers that come with working 

with plutonium. We have to be w i l l ing to r i sk losing our 

recreational industry in southern Idaho i f  there i s  on ly 

one trucking accident l ike the one l a s t  year near Riggins . 

We have to be willing to r i sk losing our 

agricultural industry if there are any contamination 

accidents . And we have to pray for a very long time , l ike 

about 2 0 , 0 0 0  year s ,  that there are n o  more severe 

earthquakes in the INEL area . 

Wel l , the trout who l ives long knows he 

doesn ' t  have to go for every fly he ' s  offered . And 

frankly , this is one Idahoan who is w i l l i ng to take the 

time to search for some other offers that look a l i ttle 

l e s s  poisonous and are perhaps a l i t t le more honestly 

dressed . 

Thank you . 

MR . EIGUREN : The written comments of 

G a i l  Kirgis w i l l  be inc luded in the record as Exhibit 1 9 7 . 

(Exhibit No . 1 9 7  was marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN ; The next witness on our 

scheduled cornmenter l i s t  i s  Ms . Raven Gudge l l . Raven 

Gudgel! ? 

MS . OSTERMILLER : I have her testimony . 
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MR . EIGUREN : Whi l e  you ' re getting that , 

we ' l l go to the next witness . 

h'a J t  Matte l l ?  

HR.  MATTELL : I 'm Wa l t  Mattel of Idaho C ity . 

We ' ve heard people testify here today about the incredible 

hazards of plutonium, about terror i s t  sabotage, becau�e 

they can use the plutonium to bu i l d  crude and effective 

atomic bombs . 

You have heard about INEL very gradua l l y ,  

very gradua l ly becoming anoth' '-lanford , d e  facto nuclear 

waste dump . And , o f  cou r se , we ' ve heard about the 

insanity and immora l i ty o f  continuing to build more and 

more and more nuclear weapons . 

Others have testi fied today about Idaho ' s  

poor economy, and they see the plutonium refiner y ,  the 

S I S ,  bringing more j obs to our state . I agree that we 

need more j ob s ,  but i t ' s  l i ke ly that the plutonium 

refi nery in Idaho would actually decrea se the total number 

of jobs in the state . Why? Because , once the word gets 

out that Idaho is where plutonium i s  refined and processed , 

and certa i n ly once there is an acciden t .  And the 

insurance companies wi l l  testify to tha t .  

Why i s  it that m y  homeowner ' s  pOlicy does 

not insure against nuclear hazards o f  any k ind , whether 

controlled or uncontrolled? �'7hy does the federal 

1 2 9  
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government set a $ 5 0 0 -� i l l ion l iabi l i ty on any sort of 

damages paid to people who are affected by nuclear power? 

Or speci f ically i n  this case by a Department of Energy 

nuclear contract? Why doe s the Department o f  Energy 

indemni f y  its contractors so that i f  there were an 

acciden t ,  the $ 5 0 0-mi l l ion would be paid out of the 

taxpayer s '  pockets? That ' s  not dn incentive for safety 

whateve r .  

Anyway ,  once there i s  a n  accident - - and I 

think the Challenger and Chernobl inc idents w i l l  t e l l  us 

that there can be accidents involving h igh tech -- then 

who ' s  going to eat Idaho ' s  hot potatoes? Who ' s  going to 

want to ski at nearby resorts? v.lhat companies want to 

relocate to Idaho? ( Indicating . )  

Seven and a ha lf b i l l ion dollars was spent 

in - - was spent in 1 9 8 7  by the Depart�ent of Energy for 

nuclear weapons . That ' s  56 percent of their total 

budget . General science and research got 5 . 3  percent. 

The Bonnev i l l e  Power Administration got 3 . 2  percen t .  

Energy conservation g o t  1 . 7  percen t .  Err:ergency 

preparedness got 5/l00ths of one percent of their 

budge t .  That i ndicates the screwed prior ities o f  this  

government .  

I f  we want real jobs , j obs that are l i fe 

affirming in Idah o ,  we 've got to rearrange our priori tie s .  
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Imagine a l l  the j obs at INEL and el sewhere if these 

b i l l ions were spent on superconductiv i ty , alternative 

energy , po llution solutions ,  renewable energy , instead? 

Today i t  would do us well to heed the words 

of Dwight David Eisenhower -- for some of us who are too 

young to r emember , he was President of the United States 

who , in 1 9 5 3 , said , " Every gun that i s  made , every 

warship launched , every rocket fired siqnifies in the 

f inal sense a theft from those who hunger and are not 

fed , from those who are cold and are not clothed . "  

This wor ld , i n  arm s ,  is not spending money 

a lone ; it is spend ing the s'.teat of i t s  laborers , the 

genius of its scient i s t s ,  the hopes of its c h i ldren . 

Therefor e ,  I say yes to the no action a l ternative, and 

no to the plutonium r e f i nery at INEL, Hanford , Savannah 

River or anywhere e l se . 

Thank you . 

M R .  EIGUREN ; I called earl ier the name 

of Raven Gudgel l .  And I understand there is someone here 

whc has a statement .  

MS . OSTERMILLE R :  M y  name i s  L i sa 

Ostermi ller , and I 'm from McCa l l ,  Idah o , and I am speaking 

for Raven Gudgell . 

M R .  EIGUREN : All right . 

M S .  OSTERMILLER : Her daughter had a 
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ton s i llectomy l a s t  n ight , so I 'm here in h e r  plac e ,  and 

we both have a test imony later to make . We are both 

against the SIS Pro j ec t .  

UR . E IGUREN : Excuse me j u s t  for a momen t .  

Are you going t o  b e  reading h e r  tes timony? 

H S .  OSTER11ILLER : I am reading her testimony . 

MR . EIGUREN : Okay , fine . Go ahead . 

M S .  OSTERMILLER : Raven says : " I ' m i n  

strong opposit ion t o  t h e  SIS Project . M y  reasons a r e  

many a n d  t h e  time is shor t ,  so 1 w i l l  mention o n l y  a few . "  

She says , "Just one mi stake , one acc iden t ,  

and i t  w i l l  b e  forever . Idaho ' s  h ighways are in need of 

13 repair in order to provide safer travel for: dome stic 

1 4  need s ,  rather than for mater ials of a catastrophic 

1 5 1 nature . Idaho welcomes thousands of tour ists each year 

,. 

17 
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to her p r i s tine forests and abundant lakes and waterways .  

They come to f i s h ,  hunt and enjoy what they might not 

have in their state or country . How w i l l  these people 

feel about a proj ect such a s  the S I S ?  

" Un t i l  w e  can safely neutra lize toxic 

wast e ,  why support it? I s  the short-l ived economic 

boost worth the overall cost to us a s  a people of une 

earth ? I hope and pray the people who will  make this 

decis ion on the S I S  have the integr ity and the guts to 

say ' not in Idaho . ' 
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" Let the people o f  our state l ive i n  

pride , knowing we a r e  contributing t o  world peac e ,  and 

for the world to know that Idaho rema ins beautiful and 

safe for generations to come . "  

MR . EIGUREN : Our next scheduled commenter 

is Dorothy Hansen . 

MS . HANSEN: I ' m Dorothy Hansen of Bo i s e ,  

speaking i n  cppos i t ion . 

The nuclear genie h a s  been out of the bottle 

for a long time . No one is going to put it back i n .  

The quest f o r  scient i f i c  knowledge , however , should be 

encouraged by society . On the other hand , as c i t i zens 

we do have the obl igation and the r ight to question the 

u se s  that the knowledge i s  put to . 

SIS i s  a produc tion facil i ty to produce 

weapons grade plutonium . At the present time we are told 

there is a glut o f  plutonium in the United State s .  I f  

we limit the number o f  strategic weapons by treaty , there 

will be even more plutonium avai lable . If the facil ity i s  

t o  b e  in admitted redundancy , why build i t ?  

The nuclear genie has not been trained t o  

handle its own waste effectively . I f ,  as our state 

officials tell u s ,  " Idaho i s  too great to l i tter , "  then 

why are they will ing to l itter i t  with nuclear by-produc t s ?  

I don ' t  want Idaho to become an ever-expanding waste dump 
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Ioea tion for some of the nastiest stuff on the face of 

the earth . 

If the mater i a l s  are not stored in Idaho , 

then they wi l l  be traveling our h iqhways along with the 

plutonium oxide raw mater iai from Washington s tate and 

the weapons grade plutonium going to Colorado or 

e l sewhere . A highway accident could have serious 

environmental impac t s .  

The earth i s  a n  enclosed system where 

everything we do affects not just  ourselves but the entire 

system . 

\ve need to look beyond what is good for 

Idaho Fal l s ,  for the State of Idaho , toward what is good 

for the entire wor ld . The Chernobl .disaster showed u s  

that we c a n  b e  affected by a d iaster half the world away . 

Nat iona l l y  we are cutting funding for soc ial programs i n  

order t o  balance t h e  budg e t .  C a n  y o u  justify the 

expend i ture for SIS i n  terms of long-term benefit to 

c i v i l i zation through improved qua l ity of l i fe , scien t i f ic 

advances , protection from death in a nuclear war? I s  

the short- term f inanc i a l  gain for the State o f  Idaho worth 

the po ssi ble long-term cost? 

MR . EIGUREN : The written comments o f  

Dorothy Hansen will be inc luded i n  t h e  record as 

Exh ibit 1 9 8 .  
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( Exhibit No . 1 9 8  was marked and entered . )  

The next scheduled commenter is Patricia 

Clar k .  

MS . CLARK: I a m  Patricia Clark . I l ive at 

2415  Mountain View Drive here in Boise . 

I am here to testify against the S I S .  But 

f irst o f  a l l , I ' d like to say I ' m very d i sappointed that 

our public officia l s , our elected officials who were here 

didn ' t  elect to stay and hear what we had to say . 

First of a l l ,  we don ' t  need any more 

plutonium. According to Newsweek, we ' re awash in the 

stuff now. The U . S .  and Soviet agreement , of course , 

further reduced the need . 

I hate to be redundan t ,  but since redundant 

seems to be a good word now, this economic development 

carrot is loaded with hazards and a stagger ing price tag , 

of course, of $l-billion . 

Money doesn ' t  seem to be any problem at the 

Department of Energy . For example , an assistant 

comptroller general of the U . S .  Gene ral Accounting Office 

said , "Cleaning up the Energy Department ' s  existing 

nuclear production plants may cost as much as 

S l O O '7b i l l ion . "  

Joseph Salgado , Undersecretary of the 

Energy Department said , "This figure is probably in the 
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bal lpark . " 

Whose ballpark? Not mine . Where do you 

put the waste? The salt caverns in New Mexico are leaking 

water . The DOE ' s  plan to store 1 2 5 , 0 0 0  barrels there 

ha s been scaled back to one-fourth of that amount .  

And speaking o f  wa ste , a l l  o f  the Three Mile 

I s land waste wi l l  be i n  Idaho i n  one more year , all 

1 5 0  tons of it,  coming by tra in over 2 , 0 0 0  m i le s .  This 

will cost about $ 9 6 5 -m i l l ion , a mere baqatelle , and this 

is for temporary storage . 

This project should have a national E I S ,  

t h e  impact is nation a l .  Along with the dangers o f  

transportation , waste aqu i fer contamination and possible 

accident s ,  the product itself and its purpose i s  the 

biggest threat of a l l .  

The S I S  shouldn ' t  be bui lt here o r  anywhere . 

These ongoing proj ects of the Department of Energy w i l l  

bankrupt t h e  whole country , n o t  protect i t .  It ' s  time 

to get our priorities straight . The SIS is no bonanza 

i t ' s  a bomb . 

MR . EIGUREN : Thank you . 

Our next scheduled commenter is Edie Myer s .  

Ed ie Myers? 

Jerry Carter . 

HR.  CARTER : My name is ,Jerry Carte r ,  and I 
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l ive here in Boise . 

I would l ike to thank you , Mr . Eigure n ,  for 

being her e .  And again echo Pat ' s  statement about the 

rest of the panel . I think i t ' s  an inj ustice that they 

departed without their presence ( s ic ) . I t ' s  fortunate 

that this forum was mandated by law; otherwi s e ,  I doubt 

that we would have the opportunity to be her e .  

I wou l d  like t o  read a quote from the Draft 

E 1 S :  " I f the S I S  Proj ect i s  not constr ucted and operated , 

the f lexibil ity and contingency in the produc tion of 

weapon-grade plutonium that wou l d  be provided by the SIS 

Proj ect wou ld not be achieved . The operat ion of DOE ' s  

nuclear ma teri a l s  production comp lex for weapon-grade 

pluton ium would con t i nue to be d e l i neated on an annua l 

bas i s . The no action alternative would not result i n  

changes to continuing operations at the IIanford s i t e ,  

t h e  Savannah River Plant , or a n y  other DOE s i t e .  

"Blending fuel -grade pluton ium with newly 

produced p lutonium of higher than weapon-grade purity 

would continue to provide an option for the production 

of weapon-grade plutonium irrespective of whether the SIS 

Project i s  constructed and operated . "  

It seems to me that when the Department of 

Energy l i s t s  no action as a via ble option , i L  is beyond 

me why we need the SIS . Aga i n ,  redundanc y .  I just  can ' t  
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understand i t .  Are there no other outlets in our 

country to spend $ l-bi l l ion , or $ 9 0 0 -rn i l l ion , a s  a quote? 

Not to mention any cost overrun s .  Are there no more 

useful projects for scientific minds under our employ 

than to deve lop a technology whose on l y  use can result 

in death and destruction? 

Are we a s  a nation so paranoid and insecure 

about our national security and defense that we have to 

bury ourselves in the rut of nuclear proli feration in 

our wor ld? 

If anyone can an swer yes to any of those 

question s ,  we might a s  we l l  all j ump out the window now, 

because our situation is tota lly hopele s s .  

Our Governor a s  well a s  our entire 

congressional d e l egation backs the SIS Proj ect as some 

sort of golden egg for our state , forgetting it seems 

the morality behind what this stands for and the potential 

for dj saste r ,  as well a s  the short-term benefits for the 

state compared to the long-term drawback s .  

Organized labor backs t h i s  project trying 

to regain some d ignity after the right-to-work slap in the 

face , and seeing only their own narrow benefits which 

will f a i l  to help any other people outside their group in 

the state . 

I must applaud the Department of Energy ' s  

1 3 0  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

6 . 3  

3 . 4  

6 . 2  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 2  

2

4

6

7

9

P 0 BOP 3711

013158. 10280 93701

12081336-9208

2

4

5

6

7

8

9

13

15

50198. 10.10 82701

12081 336-9208



""'--I 
o 

5 . 2 9 . 1 1 1  

3 . 2 . 2 

1 . 1  

\0 

11  

" 

\3  

\ 4  

. .  

\6 

\7  

\ 8  

\9 

20 

2\  

22 

23 

24 

25 

attempt to reassure an u n j ustly , I 'm sure , hyper sens i t ive 

public tha t there i s  no danger i n  transportation across 

our roads of one of the most deadly agents kno·,·:n to 

mankind . In fac t ,  the r i s k  of rad iological exposure from 

these shipments i s  l e s s  than l/l O O O t h s  of a percent of 

an annual dose from natural background rad i ation . 

Under ideal cond itions , that sounds very 

saf e ,  but what worries me i s  the cond i t i o n s  that happen 

beyond DOE ' s  contr o l .  A l s o ,  their p o l i c y  to proceed at 

all c o s t s  of the fafe Secure Transports and the 

accompa nying couriers . 

I t l s  enough to think about sharing the road 

with plutonium, but when the Department of Energy can 

operate above the law with license to k i l l  to i n sure that 

these t r a n sports proceed , there is something deadly wrong 

with such policy and practice s .  

don ' t  feel s a f e  for m y s e l f  or m y  family 

I would have my kids here , but they wou l d n ' t  stand and 

endure the proce s s .  And given the p a s t  h i story o f  the 

Department of Energy and our shadow governmen t ,  I can ' t  

feel s a f e  knowing that their inter e s t s  are i n  agreemen t  

w i t h  m y  own, whether t h e y  be legal or sa f e . 

I am vehemently opposed to the construction 

of the SIS Pro j ect , with hopes tha t ,  for a chang e ,  reason 

w i l l  win out . I had i n tended before I came to cut o f f  my 
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ha ir j u s t  t o  drama t i z e  the point o f  what happens when 

people are poisoned by radiolog ica l w a s te s . I d idn ' t  have 

time , or e l se I would have . 

But a g a i n  we can ' t  forget that the i s sue 

here is not jobs , i t ' s  not secur i ty , but i t ' s  of morality 

and what ' s  right and wha t ' s  wrong , not only for the 

people o f  this s tate but for the country and for the 

people of the world . 

Thank you . 

HR . EIGUREN : The written comments o f  

J e r r y  Carter w i l l  b e  i ncluded i n  t h e  record a s  E x h i b i t  

No . 1 9 9 . 

( Ex h i b i t No . 1 9 9  was marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : Moving on . Dee Braz i l . 

Dee Bra z i l ?  

1'1ary McMu r t r i e ?  

M S .  Hd1URTRIE : I ' m .�1ary r:cMu r t r i e  1 I l ive 

in Eag l e ,  Idaho . 

every day . 

present . 

A poem for pl' b l i c  hearing . 

" l � and 1 3  year olds f i l e  i n L o  �I\y c la s sroom 

" 1 5 0  or s o  o f  them . 

" We study word s ,  ideas and idea l s . 

"We look at the world around u s , past and 

We try not to look too c lo s e l y  a t  the future . 
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"l\ simple un i t  of study c a lled , ' Earth as 

Horne ' -- required for the 7 t h  grade .  

"Yes , they say , i t  i s  our home , but we ' re 

a fraid to live in i t .  

" Y e s ,  they say , w e  know we share i t  with 

the creature s ,  but they don ' t  seem to be surviving . 
I • I 

que s t i on s .  

"We dare not s t a y  too long t o  ponder those 

"We don ' t  have t h e  answers . 

"They see and smel l our fear 

"Then return to the h a i r -do , 

liThe movi e s  and the p a r t i e s  . 

"And what of u s ?  they a s k . Can we survive? 7 "They do not be l ieve in pre·�)aring for the 

" I s  this r e a l l y  home? 8 real wor ld . I t  is too fanta s ti c .  

"They a s k  the quest i on s ,  but not too loud l y . 

"They turn instead, to the newe s t  hulr-do 

or shade of denim . 

"And t a l k  of movies and mu s i c  and part i e s . 

"Want to takl? the p u l s e  of America tomorrow? 

"I .. ive in an adolescent.. c la s sroom tOday . 

" Notice the skeptical expression of a 

d i strusting gener a t ion . 

" We teach them about the Constitution and 

t..he Bill of Rights . 

"We read to them from the great thi nk!?rs 

a nd wr iters of the wor l d . 

"We ponder the poetry of visionar i e s .  

"They look up from the i r  books and a s k , 

"1jrJhy , then , do we b u i .l.d the bomt·s to b l ow i t ?  

"We stand w i t h  l e s son plans a t  t h e  ready _ 

ready to move on to the next chapter . 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING BO'S!'; '0 ...... 0 e370' I;/Oe1 335·92oa 

"They are not concerned with the future . 

10  They a r e  not. convinced t h e r e  i s  one . 

1 1  " nnd a l l  t h i s  time , 

" "They k n ow there is nothing they c a n  do 

13 aJ..,out it . 

" It doesn ' t  matter how many spe l l ing words 

15 they memor i z e ,  

, .  " The i sotopes s t i l l  a r e  separated . 

1 7  "The a lgebraic formulae seems t o  m a k e  a 

1 8  c l e a r  d i f f erenc e ,  ,. 
20 

"But what d i fference can it make 

" C ompared to water we c a n ' t  drink ! 

" "They l i s ten to our lectures on drug abuse 

" and overuse 

23 "Then turn to see u s  p o l l u t e  their home . 

2. "They know there is nothing they can do 

25 about i t ,  
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" And they don ' t  see that any o f  u s  i s  

trying . " 

M R .  EIGUREN : The wr i tten comments o f  

Mary McMurtrie wi l l  be submitted for the record a s  

Exhibit N o .  200 . 

(Exhibit No . 200  was marked and entered . )  

MR.  EIGUREN : The next scheduled commenter 

is Suzanne Lewi s .  

MS . LEWI S ;  I " m Suzanne Lewi s ,  live in 

Boi s e ,  Idaho . I ' m a f if t h  generation Idahoan . 

As a who l i s t i c  health therapi s t ,  I a s s i st 

indiv idua l s  to ta,ke respon sibility for their personal 

well-being . I speak today to a s k  that the government , 

which represents the peop l e , take r e spon sibi l i ty for t h i s  

good earth ' s  health and well-being . 

In my stud i e s  and train ing , I have been 

greatly influenced by the earth and its healing capac ity . 

In f ac t ,  I c a l l  Idaho the healing state . Nhy? Because 

o f  i t s  water s .  The native American l..lent so far a s  to 

i nd icate that we ' r e  a l l  the earth ' s  fami l y ,  the roc k s ,  

the water , t h e  t r ee s ,  t h e  two legged , the four legged , 

the wind , the rock s .  We ' r e  a l l  f am i l y .  C e l lularly we are 

common . 

Currently at the INEL locat ion , nuclear 

wa stes are not b e i ng d i sposed o f  properly . vIe have a lot 
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o f  c h i e f s  who want to use only their bra ins to understand 

the impact of nuclear systems , but few, few conscientious 

c l eaner-uppers actua l ly removing the dangers from Ollt 

precious water system s .  

The simple location o f  the INEL site over 

our v i t a l  water aquifer should automa t i ca l ly necess itate 

relocation of such e.;>.rthly hazard s ,  not building them up . 

As a hea l th consu l tant , I know of the i l l s  

plaguing many of our two-legged brothers and s i sters 

which d i rectly relate to impure water s .  Why are we so 

unab l e  to have hindsight? Our waters must be protected 

now . 

As a f i fth genera t i on Idahoan whose roots 

stem to southeast Idaho , know of the psychological 

wounds which were incurred by many o f  my peer group a s  a 

result of seeing the nuclear mushroom in the s k i e s  over 

Nevada a s  a young chi ld . 

The nig htma r i sh rememb e r i n g s  hurt s t i l l .  

Ch ildren today a r e  waking , startled with preoccupied 

thoughts of nuclear-type wasting o f  this earth . 

I have to breathe deep , otherwise I g e t  

nervous . 

"\.oJ'e should view our land and the waters 

below a s  sacred . One further i n s i g h t  to i n t e l l igence 

concerns the f a c t  that the INEL is l oc a t ed on an 

1 4 4  
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earthquake fault l i ne . Ou.r water qua l i ty is of primary 

importance to a l l  of u s .  

A S  you consider a s s igning the respon s i b i l i ty 

for a c t iv e  creation of a substance that indi scriminately 

k i l l s  . . .  all the earth ' 5 family . . .  study the 

sta t i s t i c s  o f  wife abuse , sexua l misconduct with c h i ldren 

in our southeastern count ie s ,  study the suicide ra t e ,  and 

the depr e s s ion , and the rage that i s  down there right 

now . If we have extra moneys , let ' s  start healing the 

people who tend that precious land around INEL and around 

i t .  

People who are s e n s i t ive , patr ioti c ,  

freedom lovers f e e l  w i t h  t h e  earth , w i t h  t h e  violence 

r e l a ted produc t ,  that i t ' s  one natur a l  phenomena white man 

cannot control . If it ' s  j obs and money that equates 

acceptance of the S I S , i t ' s  not enough . Who l i s t i c a l l y  

i t  i s  imperative to f ee l  what i t ' s  l ike n o t  t o  be a b l e  

to d r i nk t h e  water s .  

Some say we have inher ited this land from 

our parents ; but that ' s  mi staken . Actua l l y  we are 

borrowing i t  f rom our chi ldren . We are responsible for 

tomorrow . We cannot l ive without c l ean water . 

For hea l t h ' s  sake , say no . 

MR . E I GUREN : We ' l l include in the formal 

record a s  Exhibit 2 0 1  the written commen t s  of Suzanne Lewis 

145 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING BOI5� IOAHO &3701 

12081 33<5 'n08 

1 0  

1 1  

1 2  

13  

14 

" 

,.  

17  

I .  

1 .  

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

804 0 

of Boise . 

( Exhibit N o .  2 0 1  was marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : Our next scheduled commenter 

i s  D ianne Ronayne . 

MS . RONAYNE : !1y name is Dianne Ronayne . 

I live at 7 4 6  Santa Paula Court , B o i s e . 

I ' m a g a i n st construction of the Spec i a l  

Isotope Separator anywhere i n  t h e  U n ited State s ,  but 

espe c i a l l y  at the INEL in Idaho . 

During my working wee k ,  I promote the State 

o f  Idaho as a place where people come to live because 

o f  the outdoor s ,  because of our f a bulous hunting and 

f i shing , and the opportun ity to e n j oy these a c t i v i t i e s  

in a c lea n ,  pr i s t i ne s t a t e . How c a n  we expect Idaho ' s  

tour i sm and outdoor recreation economy to grow a s  i t  has 

been in the past few y e ar s ,  wh i l e  other a spects of our 

economy have been d e c l i n i ng , if we have radioactive 

wastes contaminating our r iver s and streams from spi l l s  

or leak,lge i n t o  t h e  underground a qu i fer? How c a n  w e  t e l l  

people i t ' s  sa f e  to eat t h e  f i sh from the s e  waters o r  

the water fowl t h a t  swir.� on t h e  surface? How can w e  

expect tour i s t s  t o  want t o  share highways in nost areas 

with truckloads of radioactive waste? 

Mr . Ron Bal s l ey just said , and I quote , 

" Th i s  wi l l  be the f ir s t  u s e  of laser technology in a 

1 4 6  
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production state . How do the engineers know that t h i s  

p r o c e s s  wi l l  be safe? T h e  few construction jobs t h a t  

w i l l  b e  g iven t o  Idahoans are n o t  e n o u g h  to o f fset the 

long- term loss t o  the state ' s  prominent image a s  the 

und i scovered Amer i c a  that people come to get away from 

it a l l ?  

" S ince there i s  n o  need for more nuclear 

armament capab i l i t y ,  i t ' s  foolhardy to r i sk the c l ea n , 

safe environment we already have . "  

Re j ect the S I S .  

Thank you . 

MR . EIGUREN : Thank you . 'l'he next schedul ed 

CQI11:I,enter is Cory Bartho lomew . 

MR . BARTHOL0!1EW : Hi , my name is Roy 

Bartholomew . That ' s  Roy with an R, and not Cory . 

I am for the S I S .  That ' s  r igh t .  Yes , ye s ,  

S I S .  The S I S  Proj ect w i l l  bring c lose to 1 , 2 0 0  j obs to 

the State o f  Idaho . 

At the INEL s i t e ,  this is the only thing 

that i s  keeping east Idaho going a t  the time . 

We ' re having a hard t ime in Idaho right now 

and we need the money and we need j o b s  in Idaho . 

Thi s  is where I l ive and t h i s  is where I 

want my k i d s  to l ive , t h i s  is where I want my grand k i d s  

to l i v e .  . ___ _ � 
HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 
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I don ' t  want Idaho t o  f a l l off the map .  

Be s i d e s  a l l  o f  th i s ,  the S I S  has many 

pos s i b i l i t i e s  that wi l l  keep Idaho going for my k i d s  and 

for my grandkids to have a good education and a j ob in 

Ida ho . 

Thank you . 

MR . E I GUREN : The wr i tten commen ts o f  

R O Y  Bartholomew w i l l  b e  included in the record a s  

E x h i b i t  202 . 

(Exhibit No . 2 0 2  was marked a n d  entered . )  

MR . E I GUREN : The next scheduled commenter 

i s  � l l ison Sedgwick . 

M S .  SEDGWICK : I ' m addre s s i nq this -- my 

name is A l l i son Sedgwi c k , and I 'm addre s s i ng th€se 

remarks to the representatives of the U n i ted Slates 

Department of Energy . You have accepted a rea l ly 

horrendous respon s i b i l ity . Your d ec i s i on s  w i l l  be 

evaluated by generations and generations yet to come . 

My elected government representat ives do 

not represent me on this i s s u e  that we are d i sc u s s ing 

tod a y . We a l l  recog n i z e  the po l i t i c i a n s  become addicted 

to living i n  Washington , D . C . ,  and the use of the pork 

barre ling teChnique helps them buy vote s to subs i d i z e  

the i r  addiction . 

In order to help us make a wise decis ion 

L. 
1 4 8  
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today , we can bene�it from reviewing past h i s tory . The 

Uni ted States has had two presidents named Roosevelt --

both very dynamic leader s . Franklin Roosevelt for over 

50 years , who was -- f i n ished his term 50 years a g o ,  who 

was President for over 50 years ( s i c )  - - sponsored the 

New Deal , which created a large nQmber of socialized 

control enti tlements . 

The New Deal programs have created ever 

growing government controls and ever growing numbers of 

c i t i z en s  who constantly ch"nt " 1 'm entitled, 1 'm entitled , 

I ' m entitled to that . "  The dedication to this " I 'm 

e n t i t l ed "  has crea ted a decadent nation that we are 

recognized as being in today . 

The other Roosevel t ,  of cour se , was 

Theodore Roosevel t .  Probably the far most reaching 

influence of his admini stration is the input that 

Theodore Roosevel t  gave to the conservation of natural 

resources in forests , water power and other national forms 

of wealth. 

I want to quote a statement that he made 

in a message to Congress on December the 3rd in 1 9 0 7 , 

which is most appropriate to what we are discussing today, 

in which he said , "To waste, to destroy our natural 

resources i s  to sk i n  and exhaust the land instead of using 

it so a s  to increase its usefulne s s . It will result in 

1 4 9  
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undermining i n  the days o f  our children the very 

prosperity which we ought by right hand down to them 

amp l i f ied and developed . "  

hope that you will seriously consider 

what we are all doing . What we are all doing can 

undermine the prosperity of your c h i ldren and your 

grandchildren and my chi ldren and my grandc h i ldren . 

I am vehemently opposed to the building 

of SIS anywhere , and particularly i n  Idaho , because I 

live here . 

Thank you , 

M R .  EIGUREN : Our next scheduled comrnenter 

is Nelle Tobias . 

MS . TOBIAS : I 'm Nelle Tobias ,  McCa l l , Idaho . 

It is reported that there is enough 

available pluton ium to trigger the planned nuclear 

weapons , of which the world is trying to r id itself . So 

why are we even considering this dangerous SIS facility? 

Regard l e s s  of where i t  would be bu i l t ,  the nation would 

be contaminated by i t .  There i s  n o  such thing a s  "away . "  

The INEL , reportedly operating for peaceful 

purpose s ,  woul� be violated by this munitions factory , 

the research having been done el sewhere . 

Last f a l l  the town of Riggins lost tourist 

dollars when t h ere was a chemical spill in the Little 
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Salmon R ive r .  Idaho ' s  tourist industry i s  thriving and 

we look forward to continued growth , but what tourist 

would willingly put himself or herself and fam i l y  i n  

j eopardy from radiation Mishap s ,  and mishaps there are . 

M i shaps grew from over 2 , 3 00 in 1 9 7 9  to 

over 5 , 0 0 0  i n  1 9 83 . Since that t im e ,  the operatins 

groups are permitted to report only those mishaps they 

see f i t  to cons ider seriou s .  I have learned t o  have no 

faith i n  these self- serving evaluation s .  We are all at 

r isk as this materi&l is hauled in unmarked vehicles 

on secret various h ighway routes and wasted into our 

streams and aqui fer s .  

It i s  beyond reason that the submitted DEIS 

would ask us to accept a s  " insignificant" its predicted 

increase in radioactive vapor s and wa ste , along with 

increased tran sportation of thi s  material with a killing 

half-life of 2 4 , 0 0 0  year s .  

To offer the SIS  a s  benef ically lucrative 

to community a nd state amounts to camouflaged lUre to 

hook the jobless and those predators with dollar signs 

in their eye s .  Only a small proportion o f  the j obs would 

go to new local people and the "boom , "  if any , would 

repeat the " boom and bus t �' cycle of other short-term 

project s .  

People deplore· the threat o f  AIDS . They go 

1 5 1  
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t o  great lengths to promote the "Right t o  Life" and d ig 

deep for a cancer cur e .  To reward thei r  concern for l i fe 

by fouling their nest with the SIS is a savage way 

to solve the ever-population problem . 

MR . EIGUREN : Marked and put into the 

record as Exhibit 2 0 3  will be the written COITUTIents o f  

Nelle Tobias . 

(Exhibit No . 203  was marked and entered . )  

M R .  EIGUREN : The next scheduled comrnenter 

i s  Luis Galindo . Lu i s  Galindo? 

Steve Neff . 

MR.  NEFF : My name is Steve Ne f f ,  I ' m from 

Bois e ,  Idaho . 

As a combat d i sabled veteran of the Vietnam 

War and L i fe Member of the D i sabled American veterans , 4 . 1 3 
I was thinking about this SIS Project the other day . Why 

do we need i t ,  i f  we do , and what i s  the purpose of a l l  

these nuclear weapon s w e  a r e  bui ld ing? I s  i t  t o  protect 

u s  from the Soviet threat that we perceive? Is i t  to 

retaliate in case of an attack from some nation that we 

are not getting along with? Why would we need all  o f  

these m i s s i les , when w e  already have enough to k i l l  the 

world many times over? 

It has caused me some sleep loss worrying 6 . 3  
about how e can afford to spend $ l O l-bil lion on it l Ne 

1 5 2  
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cannot a f f ord to take care of the vets we have now, yet 

we have the money to create ma s s ive amounts o f  new ones . 

I ' v e  got a pair of spurs at home . They 

aren ' t  fancy or nothi n g ;  they I ;�e j u s t  Some plain pewter 

j obs . But one o f  my kinfolk from Culpeper , Virg i n i a  

wore them at V a l l e y  Forge w i  th General vlashington . 

wonder how he ' d  feel about wha t ' s  g o i n g  on today? 

vIe had some peace for a wh i le and then the 

Great C i v i l  Nar carne along agai n .  And my clan once again 

ran out and enli sted . My great granddaddy Tawny d ied 

at Gettysburg f ighting for the 1'�orth . My great 

granddaddy Cole d i ed i n  a place c a l l ed Vicksburg , fighting 

for the South . They both d i ed fighting for belief i n  a 

cause that could not be settled by diplomatic mean s .  They 

weren ' t  famous men , by h i storical standard s , but I looked 

up to them for yea r s . What would they have thought of 

all of t h i s ?  

Some of my k i n  j o i ne d  Teddy Roosevel t ' s  men 

and fought i n  the Spa n ish-American confl i c t .  Now \"Ie f i nd 

it ... ras a newspaper war that got a l l  of those folks ki lled 

for not h i n g . What would they think about today? 

In 19 1 7 ,  my granddaddy ' s  brother j oined the 

American exped i t i onary force and s a i l ed off to France to 

fight f o r  freedom once aga i n .  After he came home , he 

coughed out h i s  lungs from some newfangled stuff c a l l ed 

1 5 3  
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"lustard gas that wa s being used over there . What would he 

think about wha t ' s  going on today? 

Then Wor ld War II came along and my k i n  

o n c e  again ran o u t  a n d  j o i ned up . T h e y  f e l t  they could 

help keep the world free and t o  help our a l l ies i n  need 

across the great water . My dad fought a s  a t a i lgunner 

i n  a B-17 over Germany . He flew 2 5  m i s sions , including 

the Schwe i nfurt ba l l  bear i n g  oil f i e ld r a id s ,  and the 

shuttle m i s sions to North Africa , and many othe r s . He 

earned the D i s t i nguished Flying Cros s .  He a l so learned 

what i t  was l ike to have five planes shot out from under 

him . He was one of the lucky one s ,  i n  that he came home 

in one piec e .  H e  s t i l l  c a n ' t  talk ahout i t  because of 

the tears and the emotional b l ocks . 

My unc l e  Norm j oined the Army as a flame 

thrower operator , and to this day he throws up i.f he 

sme l l s  a piece o f  burnt mea t .  

M y  unc le Dick j o i ned the Navy and fought on 

a d e s troyer . He died a few years ago . Him and I shared 

a time a t  the VA Hos p i t a l  togethe r .  He should have been 

t h i n k i ng of r e t i r i n g  instead of dying from war wound s .  

M y  uncle B i l l  wa s a l so a s a i lor . H e  s t i l l  

h a s  coral scars on h i s  l e g s  where he h a d  to crawl over the 

s t u f f  t o  get to land a f ter his ship was sunk during the 

night battles of Midway .  I ' v e  never heard him say one 

1 5 4  
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wonder how he'd feel about what's going on today?
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word about what it was like to be shot out of the water 

on a dark n ight by a Jap battlesh ip . 

My unc le Pete fought in Korea with the Army . 

He said it wasn t t  bad.  I f  it wasn ' t  so bad , why won ' t  he 

t a lk about it? I can still remember when he come home from 

there : drying dishes at night , l istening to the radio 

broadcasts wondering how he \"las doing . He I 5 a third 

generation dairy farmer now and his boys are taking over . 

Then c arne vietnam. I guess it was my turn 

to be a fish . I t  was my turn to go and I joined the 

Marines .  I wen t  in-country in Vietnam in 1 9 6 5 . I s erved 

for 14 months as a radio operator , part of the t ime as a 

recan team . After coming home , I found I couldn ' t  deal 

with life back horne very wel l . Three marr i ages later 

and a hundred different jobs , I found out my mind had n ' t  

dealt with the horror o f  war ·very wel l .  I finally 

f igured out why my kinfolk wouldn ' t  talk about the war� 

they had been involved in . I t  was too terrible to reca l l .  

All o f  the lost lives and friends that carne home a l l  

mes sed up . I know what I think about nuclear war . No 

one would be safe from the effects . 

The one thing that we a l l  had in common 

before was that we believe d ,  rightly or wrong ly , that our 

fam i l ie s  were safe at home whi le we did the f ighting i n  

some far-off plac e ,  but not w i t h  nuclear weapon s .  
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My k infolk have been fight ing this country ' s  

war s for 2 0 0  years and have never quest ioned the validity 

of our doing so . We have always taken great pride in 

the fact that we went to do our country ' s  bidding . But 

what i s  there now? There are no more great causes . Our 

country has lied to us and cheated us for many year s .  

Ne have b led for a f i nancial consideration . 

In the Guadalcanal campai9n ! the Navy sh.ips 

that shelled the beach for the 1-1arines ended up paying 

Goodyear Rubber m i l l ions of dollars for the trees that 

they blew up,  wh ile everyone else was making sacr i f ices 

at home and abroad . 

In Vietnam, I rode shotgun on convoys that 

had no purpose except to guide She l l  Oil trucks safely 

up and down Route 1 .  The Johnson fami l y  owned 5 1  percent 

of a l l  the She l l  Oil r ights in southeast Asia and it was 

cheaper to let Amer ican soldiers and Mar ines guard the 

trucks than to pay taxes to the Viet Cong o 

Wel l , you have lied to us before , and I am 

convinced you are lying to us now as to the need for this 

S I S  plant . A l l  we , as taxpayer s ,  are doing i s  to a l low 

a few more rich people make a few more bucks on our 

misery . 

I for one am saying no to you and your 

project . '''e do not need more nuclear weapon s ,  nor do we 
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need more projects like this one . 

If the be st this country can do to create 

jobs is to spend S 3 5 0 -m i l l ion per j ob ,  then there is 

something we as cit izens aren It doing r ight . 'i"7e cannot 

continue to fund these pork barrel extravaganzas at this 

rate . It i s  a sham and a shame to have this country 

continue to not be able to provide jobs for people that 

want them , c lothe people that need clothes , feed people 

that are hungry , and to e l iminate the hugest debt this 

country has ever seen . 

have? 

left . 

I personally 

MR . E I GUREN : Mr . Neff , how much do you 

MR . NEFF : I ' ve just got about a paragraph 

I personally am a shamed of my country . We 

need j obs very badly in this state and you people are 

well aware of it. You manipulate these facts to your 

own benef i t .  

My son h a s  decided not t o  serve h i s  country, 

and I ' m damned glad . My country doesn ' t  deserve him.  

MR . E IGUREN ; Mr . Neff ' s  written comments 

will be submitted for the record a s  Exhibit No . 2 0 4 ,  and 

the comments of his wife , Rickie Nef f , will be submitted 

as Exhibit No . 2 0 5 . 
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(Exhibits Nos . 2 0 4  and 205  were marked 

and entered . )  

MR . E IGUREN : The next scheduled cornmenter 

is Becky Nebe l sick-Carter . 

MS . NEBELSICK-CARTER: My name is Becky 

Nebelsick-Carter . I l ive at 1 2 2 4  East Bannock in 
' Boi se . 

1 'm a bookkeeper and a homemaker . 

1 'm here today thankful that I can 

participate in these hearing s and thankful that I can 

l ive i n  a country where these proceedings can happen . 

I was hoping , like some others of you , that 

I would have the elected offici a l s  here to hear me , but 

we ' 11 move on . 

I thought before I came up here that I would 

l ike to bring my children up to introduce you . I have a 

son , Gabr ie l ,  he will be seven in Apr i l ,  and Ri:\che l , who 

i s  one and a half . And they are my reason for being here 

today . 

I am opposed to bui lding the Spec ial 

I sotope Separator because , i n  part because of them , and 

in part for other reason s .  

yes ,  arms are for hugging ; ye s ,  the nuclear 

legacy is too great already ; yes , chi ldren shouldn ' t  have 

to l ive i n  the shadow of nuclear war , in fear of nuclear 

war . 
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But my children have taught me a more 

bas i c ,  much more basic and much more common sense but 

very important lesson. 

I said before that I am a homemaker .  

take , I choose to be very serious i n  my pursuit o f  

building a happy , s a f e  a n d  secure home f o r  m y  chi ldren . 

And as chief engineer on-sit e ,  my motto i s  

" safety firs t . " But t r y  as I may , accidents d o  happen . 

Even in the best of c ircumstances with the 

best laid plans , with the most carefully chosen toy s ,  

accidents do happen . 

Why? Because even under very controlled 

s ituations there are variables . 

NOw, generally accidents on the home site 

can be dealt with in one way or another and usually 

without maj or ramifications that only affect the genera l ,  

the immediate family . 

But we are all �embers of a larger fami ly , 

that need to honestly look at all the variables that this 

plant holds i n  its proposed form, not to mention the 

variabi lity ;  var iabi lity if this were to be bu i l t .  

Let m e  mention a few : 

Transportation of plutonium across our 

highways --

Adequately trained emergency response 
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personnel , something that needs to be addressed very 

importantly . 

Decaying roads and bridges . 

Drunken driver s .  

Trucks , are they always i n  good r8pair? 

Truck dr ivers using controlled substances . 

D i sposal site for waste from this plan t :  

A site that - - there i s  n o  site right now 

that is secure nor is it likely to be in the future . 

Aga i n , transportation questions for moving 

this wa ste . 

Existing unresolved storage prob lems at INEL. 

The nuclear waste pile i n  this country is 

already at levels beyond our abi l i ty f inancially or 

otherwise to deal with . 

Money to build this plant : 

Are we going to deficit spend again to 

build this plant? 

What i s  the true price tag? 

keep hearing many d i f ferent f i gures for 

it . If these variables are not suffic ient reason for u s  

to choose the fourth alternative of n o  action on t h i s  

plant , of cour se , there i s  t h e  nuclear weapons issue , 

which we can probably stand around and talk about that one 

for a while . 
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Let ' s  not d o  exactly what we accuse other 

countries of doing . Let ' s  not talk peace on this hand 

whi le this hand is building the nuclear arsenal i n  our 

countr y .  

Let ' s  be honest with ourselves about this 

DElS and look at it clearly and let ' s  choose no action on 

this proposa l .  

MR . EIGUREN : The written comments of 

Becky Nebel s ick-Carter will be included as Exhibit 

No. 206 for the record . 

(Exhibit No.  2 0 6  was �arked and entered , )  

MR . E IGUREN ; Our next scheduled cornmenter 

is Don McClaran . 

MR.  McCLARA N :  Thank you for the opportunity 

to speak. My name is Don McClaran and I l ive i n  McCall , 

Idaho . Let the record show that I 'm against SIS in Idaho 

and anywhere on this planet, for that matter . There are 

good reasons well , reasons for and against SIS. The 

yes proponents strike me as shortsighted , interest in 

shor t-term gains a nd totally void of any concern for a 

safe futur e .  

The elected officials i n  this state I don ' t  

bel ieve are a true barometer o f  \.'1ur feel ings a s  Idahoans.  

Th is present administration is one that i s  geared toward 

short-term gains and very limited long-range goa l s  and 
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vision s .  Pol iticians , of cour se , need these gains , even 

at the expense of our future. 

The no SIS proponents are making a more 

difficult choice . These people are wi l l ing to say no in 

spite of the obvious potential for d i rect and indrect 

gains . 

So the fac t s  are that we have nine tons of 

pluton ium -- a cupful makes a bomb, and about 20 or 3 0  

cups destroys the world as i t  i s .  So we need more? 

I ·take issue with Senator McClure , with a l l  

the knowledge that h e  po ssesse s ,  that w e  need more 

plutonium. I say enough is enoug h .  I say no more 

plutonium, and I say let Idaho take a stand against 

plutonium and the SIS �enta lity . 

MR . EIGUREN : The next scheduled comrnenter 

is Lois Young . 

MS . YOUNG : I 'm Lois Young , 3 1 0 0  Crescent 

Rim Drive , Boise . 

I t ' s  been said so logical l y  and so wel l  by 

so many, and I just want to add my "no S IS . "  

�1R .  EIGUREN: Tim Brewe r .  

MR . BREWER:  Good afternoo n .  M y  name i s  

Tim Brewer . I am a resident of Boi se , Idaho. 

My testimony will be fairly short and to 

the point, much like its author . 
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As a businessman and taxpaye r ,  I support 

the creation of new j obs in our state . Our own Department 

o f  Commerce has made s ome good headway i n  bringing in 

new outside companies , CUrrent l y  about a dozen companies 

have chosen to site themselves in Idaho, probably with 

about 1 2  or 1 3  more very near being signed u p .  

However , I would l ike to go on record a s  

being very much against the construction of the Special 

Isotope Separation project . And many objections can be 

rai sed concerning the socia l ,  environ��ental , psycholog ical , 

moral and ethical issues of this proposal . We have heard 

numbers of those this afternoon . 

But from an economic viewpoint , the question 

is not whether to locate the project in Idaho , Washington 

or South Caro l ina , but rather , why do we need it at a l l ?  

The answer l ie s  in an ana lysis of t h e  supply a n d  demand 

of weapons grade plutonium. 

The U . S .  currently has approximately 1 2 0  

tons of weapon grade plutonium with a shelf l i fe o f  over 

2 0 , 0 0 0  year s .  

l>le currently have 2 5 , 0 0 0  nuclear weapons ,  

enough to destroy the world several times over . 

Also , the Department of Energy publicly 

admits that there i s  no current demand for this plutonium .  

With such strong efforts t o  reduce the budget deficit , we 
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should not pour American taxpayer s '  dollars into 

manufacturing a product with no current demand . 

Not only is there no current demand for this 

product , but we are actively engaged in arms negotiations 

to reduce the number o f  nuclear weapons . 

There is no public informa tion supporting 

the theory of an increased need for plu tonium i n  the 

future . 

In essenc e ,  we are working towards reducing 

the future demand for this product . 

Obv iousl y ,  by applying a simple supply and 

demand approach to this proposal , i t  is obvious that we 

w i l l  be producing a product that is high in suppl y ,  low 

current demand , and has a future outlook of further 

reduction in demand . So the S I S  Proj ect makes no economic 

sen s e .  The Department o f  Energy should choose Option No.  4 

and not build the proj ec t  at al l .  

In fact , I believe that the American people 

are sick and t ired of. having our taxpayer dollars spent 

on governmental boondoggles that bene f i t  no one . 

I t ' s  time for our government to become more 

fiscally responsible and stop throwing money down a hol e .  

Yes , I 'm for more jobs i n  Idaho , but 

production o f  nuclear weapons is not an industry that i s  

welcomed i n  our stat e .  
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Thank you . 

MR . EIGUREN : Thank you . The written 

comments o f  Tim Brewer wi l l  be adm i t ted into the record 

a s  Ex hibit No . 2 0 7 . 

(Exhibit No.  207 �arked and �ntered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : The next scheduled comrnenter 

is Rick Ander son . Rick Anderson . 

Deanah Liebenthal . 

MS . L I EBENTHAL : �y name is Deanah 

Liebenth a l , and I live i n  Boi s e .  I 'm not here as a n  

engineer or biologi s t  or an econom i s t ; I ' m h e r e  simply 

as a concerned c i t i zen and a parent . 

I find it very disturbing that we are here 

at all having to debate this i s sue.  But l ike so many of 

you others have stated , I ' m more concerned that our 

elected o f f icials have deemed i t  unnecessary to stay and 

hear the opinion� of their constitup.nt s ,  either pro or 

con . 

I ' ve been offered many is sues we all 

have been offered many issues �- with which to consider . 

And because of c onflicting information , I feel that i n  

the data and the opinion offered , that w e  should at 

least have cause to doubt , at least doubt the SIS and 

the proposal and the DOE statement and a l l  that . 

As I said before , I ' m a paren t .  
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of the most beautiful four-year -old daughters , and 1 1 m  

trying to teach my daughter non-violent methods of 

conflict resolution . 1 1 m trying to teach her that she is 

to share and respect other human being s .  And i t ' s  my 

opinion that my be,�.utiful four-year-old daughter i s  

acting w i t h  more maturity than o u r  2 0 0-year-old-plus 

government . Our government seems more concerned , i n  my 

opinion , with public image , with some macho need to be 

better and more powerful , than with human l ives . And 

to ne that ' s  the i ssue human lives . How many human 

l ives are going to pay for this project? 

am very much opposed to this proposa l ,  

t h i s  S I S  construction . W e  have , a s  was so c l early 

articu lated earl i er , so many bombs in our nuclear arsena l ,  

enough t o  k i l l  every child , every woma n ,  and every man 

who , in my opinion , are the major proponents of bomb 

production i n  the entire wor ld . Bombs don ' t  create 

peace -- they create panic and paranoi a .  And I ' m afraid . 

Yes , the S I S  may create some j obs . But I 

was outside earl ier , and somebody was carrying a s ign 

that said something to the effect of , "SIS w i l l  create 

j obs . "  But so did the Nazi death camps . It i s  my 

opinion that we should give peace a chanc e ,  we should try 

it j u s t  once , for a chang e ,  and we should put our 

c h i ldren , yours and mine , before any dollar signs and 
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before any pride . 

I want my daughter to grow up in a world 

that ' s  free and peaceful and one that ' s  not full of 

c on f l ic t  and hypoc r l s y . 

Thank you , 

M R .  EIGUREN : The next scheduled commenter 

i s  Jean Odmar k .  

M S .  ODMARK: I 'm Jean Odmark and I 'm from 

McCa l l ,  Idaho . 

I am very appalled that the pol i t i c i a n s  

tha t I h a v e  worked s o  hard to elect s e e m  to ;'tpparently 

be s e l l ing Idaho and Idaho ' s  image down the drain for 

a few jobs . 

I w i l l  not reiterate what has already been 

said already . I object to the S I S  Project . I t ' s  been 

said very wel l  by many . I tm going to take a short minute 

to make two economic poin t s , one at the national level 

and one at the Ida ho level . 

With the return of plutonium -f i l led arms 

from Europe and the proposed reduction i n  this country ' s  

need for nuc lear weapons , it i s  not proven that the 

production of more plutonium is needed . The national 

debt has now reached two and a half t r i l l ion dollars , and 

I object to the additional spending o f  $ l -bil lion for 

the construction of a controver s i a l  nuclear fac i l it y  i n  
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this state or any state . 

The tour i s t  industry is one of Idaho ' s ,  i s  

one of our brightest economic hope s .  The adve r t i s ing 

and pursuit o f  the tourist has been done by creating the 

image o f  our qua l ity of l i f e  in a p r i s t i ne area . The 

image o f  nuclear wast e , potential storage and/or 

accident problem s ,  along with the use of our h i ghways for 

the shipment of lethal substances , is a negative approach 

to a long-term economic investment plan f o r  Idaho ' s  

future development .  

I wonder , have any o f  you ever thought of 

spending a vacation boating or fishing near Three M i l e  

I s land? 

MR . E IGUREN : Thank you .  Y7e ' l l mark as 

Exhibit 208 for inclusion in the record the written 

camrnents of Jean Odmark .  

(Exhibit No . 2 0 8  was marked and entered . )  

M R .  E I GUREN : The next scheduled cornmenter 

is Woody Hesselbarth . 

M R .  HESSELBARTH: I 'm Woody Hesselbarth from 

McCa l l , Ida ho . I ' d l i k e  to thank the DOE and my tax 

dollars for this opportunity to t e s t i fy . 

I would l ike to preface my remarks by saying 

that I oppose the proposed SIS fac i l ity being built a t  

a l l . Anywhe r e .  I d o  s o  o n  �oral grounds a s  a n  evang i c a l  
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Chri s t ian . My understanding of the call of Je sus , to 

be pe«cernakers precludes suppor ting the construction 

and use of a fac i l i ty that i s  dedicated to the produc tion 

of components for nuclear weapons , 

As I said , 1 1 m concerned that the backers 

of the SIS are sell ing Idaho short in the realm of 

economi c s .  The proponents say that the pro j ect wi l l  

consume about one bil lion taxpayer dol lars over its 

operating l i fe .  That works out to about 1 . 3  m i l l ion 

dollars expended for each j ob supported by the plant when 

it is functiona l .  

I t  i s  a fact that fewer j obs are created 

by moneys spent on capital intensive defense related 

projects than by the same amounts spent outside that 

industry . As one currently unemployed , who has spent 

the past 25 years working in the outdoor recreation and 

natural resource field s ,  I 'ro outraged at the suggestion 

that the SIS wil l  help the people of Idaho economica l ly 

in the long run . 

I n  fact , the potential damage to our 

traditional industries of tourism, agriculture , and 

forest products would be deva stat ing should a pluton ium 

related accident occur or even be rumored to have 

occurred . No one wants to play in a contamina ted 

landscape , eat radioactive food , or build with forest 
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products they fear are potentia l ly dead l y .  Having lived 

downwind of your Rocky F lats plant , I know what kind of 

damage pluton ium leaks are capable of creating . J\ single 

pluton ium related transportation accident in the 

vic inity o f  my town , McCal l ,  would turn it into an 

economic ghost town . 

Alternat ive 4 .  

Please do not build this plant . Select 

Thank you . 

MR . EIGUREN : The written comments of 

Woody Hesselbarth w i l l  be included in the record as 

Exhibit 2 0 9 .  

(Exhibi t No . 2 0 9  W.1S marked and entered . )  

\ole w i l l  take one add itional cornrnenter before 

we break, and that w i l l  be Maria Eschen . And after that 

I will explain what some of the options the rest of you 

have to testify in Boise . 

MS . ESCHEN : Thank you very muc h .  I am 

Maria Eschen , and Boise has been my horne for the last 1 0  

years . My Ph . D .  degree is in public health and human 

ecology . And my hat is off to those people who oppose 

the SIS . 

I see no greater threat to the health of 

the human species than a nuclear arms race . Using 

probabil ity theory alone , we can calculate the chances of 
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Christian. My understanding o
f the call of Jesu

s, 0

be peacemakers pre
cludes supporting 

the construction

2 and use of a facil
ity that is dedica

ted to the product
ion

3 of components for 
nuclear weapons.

4 As I said, I'm con
cerned that the ba

ckers

5 of the SIB are sel
ling Idaho short i

n the realm of

6 economics. The proponents say
 that the project 

will

7 consume about one 
billion taxpayer d

ollars over its

4 operating life. That works out to 
about 1.3 million

9 dollars expended fo
r each job support

ed by the plant wh
en

it is functional.

It is a fact that 
fewer jobs are cre

ated

by moneys spent on
 capital intensive 

defense related

projects than by th
e same amounts spe

nt outside that

14 industry. As one currently 
unemployed, who has 

spent

the past 25 years 
working in the outdo

or recreation and

natural resource f
ields, I'm outraged

 at the suggestion

that the SIB will 
help the people of 

Idaho economically

" in the long run.

29 In fact, the poten
tial damage to our

21 traditional industr
ies of tourism, ag

riculture, and

22 forest products wo
uld be devastating 

should a plutonium

23 related accident o
ccur or even be ru

mored to have

24 occurred. No one wants to pl
ay in a contaminat

ed

25 landscape, eat radi
oactive food, or b

uild with forest
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fear are potential
ly deadly. Having lived

downwind of your R
ocky Flats plant, 

I know what kind o

damage plutonium le
aks are capable of

 creating. P. single

2 plutonium related 
transportation acc

ident in the

3 vicinity of my town
, McCa11, would tu

rn it into an

4 economic ghost town
.

Please do not buil
d this plant. Select

Alternative 4.

Thank you.

MR. EIGUREN: The written commen
ts of

Woody Hesselbarth 
will be included i

n the record as

Exhibit 209.

(Exhibit No. 209 m
is marked and ente

red.)

We will take one a
dditional commente

r before

we break, and that
 will be Maria Esc

hen. And after that

I will explain what
 some of the optio

ns the rest of you

have to testify in
 Boise.

MS. ESCHEN: Thank you very muc
h. I am

Maria Eschen, and Bo
ise has been my ho

me for the last 10

years. My Ph.D. degree is
 in public health 

and human

ecology. And my hat is off 
to those people wh

o oppose

the BIS.

23 probability theory
 alone, we can cal

culate the chances
 of
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an acciden� of a nuclear confrontat ion as they increase 

every year with every new method des igned to produce 

plutonium. Likewis e ,  the probabil ity of accidents i n  

Section 4 . 1 . 3 . 3  on RADTRAIN I I I  in your text does not 

include cumulative r i sks and d i scussion of probabi l ity 

over a period of the future . You talk about annual events 

and how incorrectly estimated the danger and r i sk to the 

futur e .  

How fool i sh o f  us to produce new plutonium 

when the DOE now admits that our stockpi le already meets 

existing need s .  1 1 m i n  favor of n o  action and I oppose 

the construction of the S I S  in Idaho or anywhere . 

oppose the insanity of building and testing nuclear 

weapons systems , knowing that there are only 2 , 3 0 0  c i t ies 

on this planet in excess of 100 , 0 0 0  people . Us ing the 

arsenal s  of the U . S .  and the U . S . S . R .  and g ive two nuclear 

weapons to each city , every city could be destroyed , 

leaving 2 0 , 0 0 0  strategic nuclear weapons left over . 

Nothing is said about the 3 5 , 0 0 0  tactical weapons that 

would be left over i n  a confrontation such as tha t .  

Never h a s  huma nkind held in i t s  control 

the existence of the species and the extinction of the 

spec ie s .  You know, a s  I was looking through the Death 

Valley Gateway Gazette , a newspaper o f  our neighbor ing 

stat.e , I came acro s s  some information I would l ike to share 
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with you . The editor had the Jollowing to say , as we 

con s ider our relationship with DOE . " I t  seems to us that 

DOE owes to u s ,  both the government and the pub l i c ,  some 

straight answers to a lot of unan swered questions i n  

t h e  months ahead . "  He was discussing two weeks a g o  the 

Yucca Mountain s i tuation . 

An add it ional head l ine in the Las Vega s ,  

Nevada Sun talks about "dangled Fed ba i t ,  Fed nuclear 

bai t .  Just more broken promise s . "  

Governor Richard Bryant has appealed to 

President Ronald Reagan to hand over reports critical of 

the Yucca Mountains becoming this country ' s  high level 

nuclear waste dump . Those who think that that ' s  far 

fetched should take a look at New Mex ico . Bryant 

requested government studies criticiz ing Nevada ' s  volcan iC' 

mountain after he unve iled a Department of Energy report 

i n  January that said Yucca cracks might force water i n s ide 

the depository to corrode nuclear cask s .  

Then he wrote t o  Secretary John Herrington 

and asked for other studies critical of Yucca Mountain ' s  

abi l i ty t o  contain radiation for 1 0 , 0 0 0  year s .  But 

Herrington d id n ' t  send documents or explanations as 

required under the Nuc lear 'Yla ste Pol icy Act . So Bryant 

sent h i s  request to the President . 

There was a similar reque s t  from Governor 
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Gary Carothers of New Mexico . Carothers threatened to 

sue the federal government , delaying the opening of the 

Waste Isolation P i lot Plant Project near Carl sbad if 

several administrators did not stop their squabbling over 

who ' s  paying for the broken land . 

I j u s t  offer theSe to you as considerations 

from our neighboring state s .  

Third , your E I S  statement i s  woefully 

deficient in its  socioeconomic analy s i s ,  as mentioned by 

other s ,  and Section 3 . 1 . 5 . 3  f a i l s  to l i s t  the human s?ec ies 

a s  one of those threatened and endangered . 

F inallYI  I woul d  l ike to say that this time 

i s  the exact time two weeks ago I was in handcuf f s  in a 

bu s .  I was under arrest . I had been arre sted at a 

nuclear test s i te in Nevada . trespassed , along with 

about 1 3  other i ndividual s ,  who felt that the testing o f  

nuclear weapons i s  wron g .  And this w a s  our way to cast 

our votes . 

I and others wi l l  continue to risk personal 

comfort and cast our votes against the means of nuclear 

war . vJe will speak up again and again and agai n ,  until 

our }overnment hears u s .  

Thank you . 

MR . EIGUREN : Thank you . We are now at 

Order No.  4 1  on the afternoon session speakers l i s t . We 
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have in total on our prer.egistered l i s t  1 3 1  coromenter s .  

Our intent at this point i n  time would be 

to recess for half an hour , return at 7 : 0 0  o ' cloc k ,  a t  

which time I wi l l  once again go through m y  opening 

statement s .  

We have seven individuals who are speaking 

on behalf of organ ization s ,  so we i l l take all or most of 

the t ime left to them . That should put us into the next 

sess ion about 8 : 1 5 ,  8 : 2 0 .  

A t  that poin t ,  i t  would be m y  intent to 

re sume taking speakers at Order No . 4 1  on the afternoon 

session and continue to work forward through that a s  late 

into the night as we can possibly g o .  It wi l l  probably 

be about 1 1 : 0 0 o ' clock . 

As I mentioned earl ier , for those of you 

who have prereg istered or registered at the door , to 

the extent that we can ' t  accommodate you by 1 1 : 0 0  o ' c lock 

tonight ,  we w i l l  include you for either the afternoon or 

evening sess ion that is the continuation of these 

hear ings scheduled for next Tuesday , the 2 9 th o f  Marc h ,  

at the Red Lion -River side . 

If you have a particular preference as to 

the continuation , that i s  to say , that it looks probable 

that you will be heard at the continuation of these 

hearing s ,  and you would l ike to speak at the af ternoon 
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session versus the evening sess ion , or vice versa , please 

so indicate on one of these forms which we have out at 

the desk so we can accommodate you i n  that regard . 

If you are here at this point and you would 

like to leave and have a written statement , I would be 

glad to have you step forward at this point and include 

i t  for the record . If not , we ' ll go ahead and re sume at 

Order 41 at or about 8 : 1 5  this even ing . 

Is there anyone here that has a written 

statement you would l ike to submit for the record? I f  

you d o ,  please step forward . Just give us your name , and 

we ' ll a s sign you an exhibit number . 

MR.  A IRHART : David Airhart . 

MR . EIGUREN : Exhibit 2 1 0 .  

M S .  DURBIN : Elaine Durbin .  

M R .  EI GUREN : Elaine Durbin , Exhibit 2 1 1 .  

MS . DURBIN : Thank you . 

MR . CRA)1 : Ole Cram. 

MR. EIGUREN: 210 - - 2 1 2 .  Excuse me . 

M S .  DeFOGGI : Virginia DeFogg i .  

MR. EIGUREN : Virginia DeFogg i ,  2 1 3 . 

MR. DOW: Barry Dow. 

MR . EIGUREN : Barry Dow, Exhibit 2 1 4 . 

M S .  CHASE : Patsy Chase . 

MR . EIGUREN : Patsy Chase , Exhibit 2 1 5 .  
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and entered . )  

MS . RONAYNE : Dianne Ronayne . 

MR.  EIGUREN : Dianne Ronayne , Exhibit 2 1 6 .  

M S .  PYLE : Barbara Pyle . 

MR.  EIGUREN : Barbara Pyle would be 2 1 7 . 

M S .  WILLIAMSO N ;  Darcy Will iamson . 

MR . EIGUREN : Darcy W i l liamson , Exhibit 2 1 8 .  

I s  there anyone else? Okay . 

MR . MILLS : David .Hi l l s .  

M R .  EIGUREN : David M i l l s ,  2 1 9 . 

Anyone else? 

With tha t ,  we ' ll stand in recess until 

(Exhibits Nos . 2 10 through 2 1 9  were marked 

(A recess was taken . )  
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MR . E IGUREN : Ladies and gentlemen; I will 

now formally commence this public hearing concerning the 

review of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

relative to the Vnited States Department of Energy ' s  

proposed Spec ial Isotope Separation Proj ect . 

Th i s  proceeding is officially des j gnated 

a s  the Boise , Idaho puhlic meeting , public hearing under 

Department of Energy Document N o .  00E/E 1S-01 3 6 ,  held 

on the 2 6 th day of March,  1 9 8 8  and commencing at 7 : 0 5 p . m .  

i n  the even ing . 

My name is Roy Eiguren ; T am the Hearing 

Officer for this and the subsequent public hearings held 

to receive comments on the Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement in the proposed s iting , construction and 

operation by the Department of Energy of a Special 

I sotope Separation Proj ect ut i l i z ing Atomic Vapr)r Laser 

Isotope Separation process technology . J will refer to 

this and in subsequent proceed ings as the DOE/DEIS public 

hearings on the S I S  Proj ect . 

I am an attorney engaged in private practice 

here i n  Boise . I have been reta ined by the Department of 

Energy to conduct this series of public hearings as an 

independent and unbiased party to assure the opportun ity 

1 7 7  
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for a l l  interested organizations and individua l s  to 

comment on the DEI S .  Accord ingly,  I am not an advocate 

for or against the proposed action taken by the Department 

i n  this matter . Rather { I am a neutral third party who 

has coordinated the development of the procedures to be 

followed in the conduct of the hear ing s ,  and wi l l  a lso 

be the Hearings Officer for all the hea rings i n  this 

series . 

The issue that is the sUbject of this 

proceed i ng i s  the Department ' s  proposal to site , construct 

and operate the SIS facility at one of three locations 

i n  the United State s ;  The Department o f  Energy l s  Idaho 

National Engineering Laboratory located near Idaho Fa l l s ,  

the DOE ' s  Hanford Reservation near Richland , Washington , 

or the DOE ' s  Savannah River P l ant near Aiken, South 

Carolina . Each of these three sites i s  designated as 

a n  alternative a s  considered i n  the DEI S .  

The fourth and £inal a lternative under 

considering in the DEIS i s  the No Action Alternat ive , 

which would be a departmental deci sion not to s i t e ,  

construct and operate a n  SIS f a c i l ity . 

As stated in the Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement , the Department ' s  preferred alternative is to 

z ite , construct and operate this fac i l ity at the Idaho 

National Engineering Laboratory . 
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To put this hearing i n  per spective, I think 

i t ' s  important that you first understand the key elements 

of the federa l  law that requires that the Department ' s  

f inal dec i s ion in this matter be preceded by a 

comprehens ive review of the environmental factors 

a s sociated with each of the alternatives being cons idered 

by the Department . 

The National Environmental Policy Act of 

1 9 6 9 , Public Law 9 1 - 9 1 0 ,  generally known as NEPA, requires 

that all federal agencies develop procedures that "en sure 

environmental ameni ties or values are g iven appropriate 

consideration i n  federal government dec i s ion making . "  

This law also requires that recommendations 

for ma jor federa l  actions significantly affecting the 

qual ity of human environment be f i r s t  preceded by the 

development and completion of an Environmental Impact 

Statement , or EIS,  that fully and carefully examines the 

potential environmental impact s  of the proposed federal 

action . 

The Department of Energy has determined that 

its proposed action i n  s i ting ,  constructing and operating 

an SIS Plant is a major federal action that , under NEPA , 

requires the development and comp letion of an E I S .  

Accord ingly , b y  publication on October 3 1 ,  1 9 8 6 , a notice 

of intent to prepare an EIS in the Federal was 
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found at 5 1  FR 3 9 7 6 5 .  

The Department o f  Energy ccm'lOenced the 

proce s s  that ha s led to the development and publication 

of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement that i s  the 

subj ect of this hear ing . The DEIS was prepared by tt,e 

Department with the � s s i s tance of an independent 

contractor , the NUS Corpor ation , after an extensive 

process of receiving public comment through scop i ng , or 

the i n i t i al input pha se of this EIS deve lopment proceed ing . 

During scoping , public comment on the scope 

or magnitude of the i s sues to De addr es sed in the E I S  was 

received , as we l l  as specific comment on particular ite�s 

themselves . The scoping included receipt of extensive 

wr itten comment a s  we l l  as cral comments from two 

lengthy public meetings or hearing s ,  one held in Idaho 

F a l l s , Idaho on February 2 4 t h ,  1 9 8 7 , and one held here 

in Boi se on February 2 6 t h ,  1 9 8 7 . 

As a result of the input rece ived dur i ng 

scop i ng , the following i s sues were analyzed in the DEIS 

re lative to the al ternatives identif ied above - - that is 

to say , the i s sues that are i n  the scope of this DEIS are 

the fol lowing ; 

I s sue N o . 1 .  Off-site general popu lation 

radiological and nonradiological effects resul ting from 

potential accidents at an SIS fac i l ity . 
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I s sue 2 .  The effects on the general 

population from emi ss ions of radiological and 

nonradiological releases caused by normal operations of 

an SIS fac i l ity . 

3 .  Exposure of operating personnel to 

radiolog ical sources and nonradiological releases during 

normal operations of an SIS fac i l ity . 

Issue 4 .  Incremental d i fferences and 

involvement or impacts between operation of the exist ing 

chemical processing faci l ities located at the s ite and 

the proposed action alternatives . 

Issue 5 .  The effects on air and water 

qua l i ty and other environmenta l consequences during 

construction and operation of an SIS p lant . 

I s sue NO . 6 .  Cumulative effects of 

operation of such a fac i l ity , including changes in 

support operations re lated to i t .  

Issue 7 .  On-s ite and o f f - s i te transportation 

impacts of nuclear materia l s .  

I s sue 8 .  A n  analysis o f  applicable federal ,  

state and local regulations applying to the construction 

and operation of an SIS p lant . 

I s sue 9 :  Decontamination and decommiss ioning 

of such a fac i l ity . 

I s sue 1 0 . Irretr ievable and irreversible 

1 8 1  
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commi tment of resources in the use of land , materia l s ,  

scarce and strategic material s ,  fuels and other resources 

related to the construction as well as the operation of 

such a facil ity . 

And , finally , Issue 1 1 .  Mitigation measures 

necessary to respond to the environmental consequences 

assoc i ated with each of the alternative s .  

The EIS preparation review process in the 

U nited States is governed by federal' regulations 

e s tab l ished by the Counc i l  on Environmental Qua lity,  CE0, 

agency wi thin the Executive Office of the President 

of the Uni ted State s ,  and i n  th i s  case official 

regulati ons -- excuse me - - gu j d eJ ines of the Department 

of Energy . 

The Counc i l  on Environmental Qua l i ty 

regulations are found at 40 Federal Regu lations , Parts 

1 5 0 0  to 1 5 0 8 . The DOE guidelines that apply are found at 

45 Federal Reg i ster 2 0 6 9 4 .  These regula tions and 

guidel ines have been previously marked by me as Exhibit 

and have been included in the formal record in this 

proceed ing . 

The relevent CEQ regulat j ons require that 

after first preparing the Draft Environmental Impact 

Sta tement and before preparing a Final Environmental 

Impact Stateme n t ,  a federal agency must first obtain the 
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comment s  of any federal agency with j ur i sdiction by law 

or special exper t i se with respect to any environmental 

impact ,  and a l so request the comments of appropr iate 

s tate and local agenc ies which develop and enforce 

environmental standard s ,  as wel l  as comments from Indian 

tribes and the pub l ic , with particular obligation on the 

agency to a f firmatively solicit comment fram persons or 

organ izations who may be interested or a f fected by the 

proposed federal decis ion . 

Public meetings or hearing s are to be held 

where the Department determines that substantial 

environmental controversy concerning the proposed action 

exi s t s .  

Accordingly , today ' s ,  a s  we l l  a s  the 

subsequent hearing s ,  as wel l  as the one yesterday, are 

being held pursuant to these regulat ions to receive pub l i c ,  

Indian tribes and governmental comments o n  various i s sues 

identified in the DEIS . 

Notice of these public hearings was 

provided in the Federal Register by notice dated 

February 9th,  1 9 8 8  as found in S 3  FR 5 0 3 2 , and on 

March 4 t h ,  1 9 8 8 , as found in 53 FR 7 2 2 7 .  

Addi t ional pub lic notice was provided 

through pUblication in numerous newspapers throughout the 

s tate . The Federal Register notic e s ,  the text of the 
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newspaper notices and pUblication dates of each have been 

marked as Exhibit 2 i n  these proceeding s ,  and I have 

previously entered them into the record . 

Public comment on the Draft Environmental 

Impact S tatement will  be received through this and 

subsequent hea rings held next week in Bo i s e ,  Twin Fal l s  

and Idaho Fal l s .  As I mentioned, there were public 

comments heard yesterday at hearings conducted in Idaho 

Fall s .  Written comments will receive the same weight 

and consideration by the Department i n  th i s  proceeding 

and may be submitted by the public to me today at this  

proceeding and at subsequent hearing s ,  or may be ma i led 

to Clay Nicho l s , the SIS Project Manager , at the Idaho 

Operat ions Office of DOE . If you would l i ke to ma i l  

written comment s ,  you may d o  so . As I mentioned , we d o  

have the addre s s  at the back of the room . 

The close of comment in this  proceed i ng , a s  

I mentioned , wi l l  be Apr i l  2 1 ,  1 9 8 8 .  S o  i f  i n  fact you 

do intend to provide written comment s ,  ynu need to do so 

before that date . Oral and written comments wil l be 

compiled into a comprehensive record and i n  tUrn wi l l  be 

cons idered by the Department in making i t s  final decision 

in thi s proceed ing . 

The CEQ regulations that I had �entioned 

earlier provide that comments on an Environmental Impact 
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Statement on a proposed action sha l l  be as spec i f ic as 

2 I possible and may address the accuracy of the statement , 

1 0  
1 1  
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of the proposed E I S  or the mer its of the al ternatives 

proposed . 

Although the Department has determined i n  

thi s particular c a s e  t h a t  certa i n  is sues such as the 

need for the SIS Project are beyond the scope of the 

EIS proceeding ,  I wi l l  al low comment on that issue as 

well as other issues related to this proj ect individual 

comroentcrs feel are relevant . However , a s  the Hearings 

Off icer , I do reserve tne r ight to ask commenters to keep 

the i r  comments relative to the subject matter in the 

proceeding when I determine it necessary to do so . 

Moving on to the proce s s .  After the 

Department reviews the record that we ' re compiling i n  

these proceeding s ,  the Department may choose t o  modify,  

supplement or reissue the DEIS prior to i s suing the final 

Environmental Impact Statement . It may a l so choose to 

i s sue the DEIS as a final E I S  without mod i f ication . 

The Record of Dec i sion w i l l  identify the 

environmentally preferred alternative chosen by the 

Departmen t ,  along with any practical means to avoid or 

minimize environmental concerns in the a l ternative 

selected . 

The Department , as a matter of federal 

1 8 5  
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regulation , cannot proceed with i t s  proposed action , 

which w i l l  be contained in the Record of Dec i s io n , unti l  

a min imum of 3 0  days has passed from the date of i ssuance 

of the final Environmental Impact Statement .  

Under current schedu le s ,  the Department o f  

Energy intends to issue a final EIS a n d  a �ecord of 

Decision later this yea r ,  tentatively scheduled for the 

month of Augu st .  

To govern the conduct o f  this and subsequent 

public hearings as well as the ones held yesterday , I 

have developed a number of procedure s ,  in consultation 

both with the Department of Energy a s  we l l  a s  

represen tatives o f  various public interest groups wilo 

e ither have participated in the scoping meetings in this 

process or have indicated their intent to participate i n  

these hearings . 

The procedure s ,  the hearing procedures we ' re 

fol lowing were f inali zed on March 2 4 t h ,  earlier this week , 

and in turn were distributed to interested part i e s ,  along 

with a list of organizational representatives and 

individua l s  who had registered to comment at these 

hearings prior to March 1 8 t h ,  1 9 8 8 ,  which was the deadline 

set for the close of registration . These procedures have 

been marked as Exhibit 3 and have been submitted for the 

record . 
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J have � lso submitted for the record as 

Exhibit 4 the total l i s t  of the DOE pub lic i nvolvement 

activities related to the developmen t  of this DEIS . 

Now, turning to the procedural rules that 

we ' l l  fol l ow thi s even ing as well as the SUbsequent 

hea rings . Let me briefly go through them , First and 

foremost ,  I would l i ke to i nd icate , other than my opening 

stateme n t ,  aside from remarks received yesterday from 

Mr . Troy Wade , Assistant Secretary of Energy for Defense 

Programs , there w i l l  not be any r emarks by the Department 

of Energy or its contractors in the proceeding s .  

I w i l l , however , reference the fact that 

the senior Department of Energy staff are her e ,  including 

:·:r . Don Oft e ,  who is the Idaho Operations Officer for 

the Department of Energy . They are here to l i sten to 

your comments . 

The comments wi l l  be received in the 

f ol lowing order : Elected and appointed federa l ,  state 

and local government officials . A s  a practical matter , 

that w i l l  not be applicable ton igh t .  I take i t  back .  We 

do have one public official speaking . I ' m sorry . 

Following the public off icia l s  are 

representatives of nationa l ,  state and local organi zations 

who are participating i n  this proceeding . What we did i s  

w e  s imply went through the l i s t  o f  those organi zations 
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that had preregistered to participate and asked that they 

identify an individual to speak on behalf of their 

3 particular organi zation . And we have given those 
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individua l s  on behalf of the organi zations 10 minutes in 

which to comment . 

Fol lowing tha t ,  we ' l l have members of the 

public who have preregistered to speak prior to the end 

of bus iness on March 18th , Hhich was the c lose of 

preregistration . The order of public commenters was 

randomly chosen by computer , actually chose not to put 

them i n  any part icular orde r .  

Fina l l y ,  w e  w i l l  accept comments from 

member s o f  the public who have reg i stered at the door at 

this hearing . Let me indicate that the organ izational 

representatives and public officials are going to be 

a l lowed to speak 1 0  -minutes , and individua l s  \,i l 1  be 

a l lowed f ive minutes . I am the timekeeper , and I 'm 

asking people to keep within the time limits because of 

the large numbers of individua l s  as well as organizations 

20 I who are part icipa t i ng . 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I have a signal ing device up here that wi l l  

help you i n  terms o f  keeping track o f  your time . A t  the 

end of four minut e s ,  for individua l s ,  there w i l l  be a green 

ligll t ,  and if you are speaking for a n  organ izat ion , j t  

w i l l  be at the end of nine -minute s ,  and when time i s  up , 
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will g ive you the red light . Again I ' d ask that you 

strictly adhere to the time frame . 

\']e a l so strongly urge you to submit any 

statements that you have in writing if you have them with 

you . So we ' d  like you to use your oral comment time to 

summari ze those and then hand in for the record as an 

exhibit the written comments in tota l .  

Speaker lists are posted i n  the back of 

the room along side here as we ll as the front. They give 

the approximate times when you ' re to speak . And because 

of the s ignificant number of individuals who have signed 

up,  we are currently at a point where we ' re sti l l  trying 

to accommodate this evening individua l s  who were signed 

up to speak thi s afternoon . 

As a consequence of tha t ,  it may be 

d i f f icult , if not impos s i ble , to get to those individuals 

who were preresistered to speak this evenin g . In order 

to accommodate the excep tional number of individuals who 

have requested , to provide for a l l  public commen t ,  the 

Department has decided to continue this hearing until  

next Tuesday to a l low i nterested individua l s  or 

organizat ions the opportunity to meet and comment i n  the 

E I S  development proceed i ng . 

So the rule basically is going to be that 

if we have not been able to accommodate those who 

1 8 9  
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prereg i s tered to speak this afternoon or this evening , 

or those who have s igned up at the door today by 1 1 : 0 0 

o ' cloc k ,  we will go ahead automatically and include you 

in the hearing scheduled for next Tuesday , to beg i n  at the 

same hou r s ,  2 : 0 0 i n  the a fternoon and 7 : 0 0  in the evening 

at the Red Lion-River side . 

As I mentioned , any individual who wa s 

prereg i stered to come in at this or any of the hea r i ng s  

o r  who registered at the door a t  this o r  other hear ing s ,  

10 will be given the opportunity to comment e i ther here i n  

\ I  Boise , i f  you s o  desire , o r  if you s o  choose , i n  Idaho 

12 Falls . There will be a continuation o f  the Idaho Falls 

13  hearing on t-J'ednesday , March 30th,  at the University Place . 

1 4  Because of t h e  large number of commenter s ,  

1 5  we ' ve not been able t o  a llow for any time during the 

I. ".meeting or the hearing for questions to be a sked orally 

17  and responded to ora lly . But in order to accommodate 

1 8  those o f  you who may have a question about a n y  p a r t  of the 

I. project or the environmental process that pertains to i t ,  

20 we do have public hearing question cards that are 

21 ava i lable a t  the registration desk . 

22 If you would like to ask a que stion , p l ea se 

23 f i l l  this out with your name and address and write down 

24 your question as succinctly as you can . Written answers 

2S will be provided a t  a later date by the Department to those 
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ques tions , and the questions and answers will be inc luded 

in the hearing record of this proceed ing . 

Finally , i n  terms of procedure s ,  I would 

indicate that we ' re not allowing individuals to combine 

speaking time . The time that ' s  been a ssigned to you is 

for your use only . If you have charts or other v i sual 

aids that you want to use, that ' s  t i n e ,  provided that you 

can lnclude that material in the public record in some 

meaningful way and it is not particular d isruptive . 

However , the setup time you need to put together your 

charts and whatnot wi l l  be taken against your speaking 

time . 

Finally , this is a record proceeding . 

Everything you say is being recorded by the Court Reporter 

here in the front . According l y ,  if you are going to 

comment , we need �o have you come to the podium here in 

the front and speak clearly in the microphone after f ir s t  

giving your name and address for t h e  record . 

If you have questions about the procedures 

or other issue s ,  there are departmental people in the 

back o f  the room here . Seek one of them out , and they ' l l 

be glad to respond to your question s .  

We take breaks throughout the course o f  the 

hearing , and i f  you have questions o f  me , please step 

forward and introduce them at that time . 
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So,  thank you f o r  youx patience i n  

l istening t o  the opening comment s .  

A t  this ti�e we ' l l g o  ahead and begin the 

receipt of public comment for this even ing ' s  session . We 

h�ve seven organizational speakers who we will accommodate 

at this point . Th.ey wil l  have 1 0  minutes in which to 

present their comment s .  

Following tha t ,  we ' l l g o  back t o  the l i s t  

o f  the afternoon speaker s .  The f i r s t  commenter this 

evening wi l l  be Mr.  Car l Bude l l  of the Nampa Chamber of 

Corn."':lerce . 

MR . BUDELL : Thank you , Mr . Chairman . 

have a letter written March 2 2nd , 1 9 8 8 , directed to 

D r .  Clay Nichol s ,  Idaho Opera tions Offic e ,  U . S .  Department 

of Energy , from the Nampa Board o f  Directors and general 

membership of the Nampa Chamber of Commerc e ,  

The Nampa Chamber of Commerce Board o f  

Directors went on record June the 3 r d ,  1 9 8 7  in unanimous 

support of the Spec ial Isotope Separat ion Project being 

located at the Idaho Fal l s ,  at the Idaho National 

Engineering Laboratory i n  Idaho Fa l l s .  

Thank you . 

MR. EIGUREN : We wi l l  receive the resolution 

o f  the Nampa Chamber of Commerce and mark it in the 

record a s  Exhihit No . 2 2 7 . 
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(Exhibit No . 2 2 7  was .marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : My l i s t  indicates that 

Senator 1�i l l iam Rinker of the Idaho State Senate was 

scheduled to spea k ,  and ! don ' t  see the Senator . I assume 

he ' s  not going to be here . We ' l l  accommodate him when 

he shows up . 

The next commenter is Mary Butters of 

the Palouse-Clearwater Environmental Institute . 

MS . BUTTERS : On Harch 1 4th , two weeks ago, the 

Idaho Association o f  Commerce and Industry sent a letter 

to Chambers of Commerce throughout Idaho . It said 

" Help ! Your assi stance is reque sted . The SIS Project 

needs your help . "  Enclosed was an SIS "Hyth verus 

Rea l i t y "  fact sheet contributed by Senator Steve Symms . 

One of Mr . SymJTJ,s ' myths was "Transport<.1tion 

of wa stes w i l l  be a danger to our highways . "  

His real ity rebuttal was "Nuclear material 

will be transported to a repository i n  heavily shielded 

metal casks . In the event of a severe acciden t ,  the 

exterior of the cask may be s l ightly damaged . However , 

l i tt l e  if any radioactivity would be released . There are 

two drivers at all times who are e specially trained in 

safety and emergency procedure s .  Because o f  the wej ght , 

the seal plug on each cask would be impossible to r emove 

in the event of a h i j acking or terrorist attac k .  1\ 

1 9 3  
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I f  the SIS is bu i l t  in Idaho, plutonium 

must be shipped safely to and from the S I S .  Most of the 

p lutonium needed wi l l  come from Hanford in Washington 

state , and thus travel through Idaho . 

Mr . Symrns ' reality is faulty for four 

reasons : 

F ir s t . To date , DOE has been unable to 

even build a cask that wi l l  pa ss anyone e l se ' s  c r i teria 

other than i t s  own . 

Second . In the last year,  Idaho has seen 

a 70 percent increase in hazardous mater i a l s  acciden t s .  

Very few shipments o f  spent f u e l  and a lmost n o  shipments 

of high level nuclear liquid waste have been made in the 

U . S .  The vast majority are stored on s i t e .  So , the 

experience ba s i s  is too slim to say "Look , we haven ' t  

had any accident s . "  

S I S  wi l l  increase the transportion o f  

plu tonium and increase t h e  chance o f an acciden t .  

Third . According t o  federal health studie s ,  

i f  e".ren one percent or , a s Mr . Symms points. out ,  "Howeve r ,  

l it t l e  i f  any , " if even one percent of t h e  contents o f  

t h e  c a sk was t o  e scape in  an urban are a , thousands o f  

latent cancer f a t a l i t i e s  could occur , with a $ 2 � b i l lion 

price tag for c leanup . 

�ourth . Local emergency response personnel 
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are clearly not prepared for hazardous materials 

accidents , l e t  alone radioactive emergenc ie s ,  Let me 

t e l l  you why I know thi s .  One week after the truck 

accident that occurred this year on the Little Salmon 

River , a meeting was cal l ed in New Meadows . Thirty 

people were in attendance . The 30 included a l l  good 

people who responded to the wreck , the deputy who was 

contaminated , the ambulance driver s ,  the police officers , 

fire fighter s ,  county commissione r s ,  Environmental 

Protection Agency, one evacuee and myse l f . 

As they looked back and critiqued their 

response to this spill that k i l l ed all the f i sh in the 

r iver , they openly and honestly said, "We were not 

prepared . We are s t i l l  not prepared . We had and s t i l l  

have no system fox evacuation . OUr commun ication system 

wouldn ' t  ·work in the canyon bottom . We couldn ' t  decide 

who was in charg e ,  and we sti l l  can ' t .  There were too 

many boxes and conf l icting instruct ions . Hours later 

we wexe still unsure what the chemical that turned the 

river red even was . "  

The one evacuee in attendance a l s o  works 

as a rural mai l  carrier for that area . After the wreck 

�he was told that she shouldn ' t  go home . She was told to 

hurxy home and shut a l l  her doors and windows and not to 

drink her water . She was then later told to leave 
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immed i a te l y .  She w a s  sti l l  a week later very upset about 

the confusion and lack of proper equipment and 

instructions . 

After much d i scussion about how they would 

respond next tim e ,  she asked at the end o f the meet i n g ,  

"Okay , then , next time who wi l l  be i r .  charge? T h e  EPA 

or the county? " 

Both the EPA and the county simultaneously 

pointed to each other . To this , the evacuee respon�led f 

"Hy God . What if this had been something radioact ive ? "  

Just how safe are these shipping casks that 

the DOE and Mr . Symms have so :r!Uch confidence in? E l even 

types of spent fuel and plutonium shipping casks have 

been suspended af ter serious questions were raised about 

their safety . The casks were licensed by the U . S .  

Department o f  Energy , which has jurisdict ion over 

containers serving federal nuclear laboratories and 

nuclear weapons faci l i t ie s .  The reca l l s  covered virtual ly 

a l l  spent fuel casks certified sole ly by the Department 

of Energy . Host were des igned and manufactured i n  the 

early or mid 1 9 7 0 ' s  and have been used in hundreds of 

shipments throughout our country . 

The safety problems came to l ight when the 

Department of Energy requested the Nuclear Regulatory 

Commiss ion approval of the containers so that they could 
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be used by Comrniscion licensees , primarily private and 

univer sity research reactors . 

The Commission refused , c i t i ng numerous 

d e f i c i encies in cask designs , testing and/or documen t a t ion . 

The Department of Energy was unab l e  to 

f ul l y answer the Comm i s s ion ' s  questions , and i n  mid 1 9 8 3  

t h e  two agenc ies agreed t o  drop the matter . The Department 

o f  Energy withdrew i t s  request for approv a l ,  and the NRC 

said no more about its concerns . 

A year later , however , C i t i zens Against 

Nuclear Trucking , CANT, came across a memo d i scussing the 

c a sks , when i t  was investigating a particular type of 

cask s l ated to move sh ipments through New York City . 

CANT exposed the problems with the c a sks at a public 

hearing in late 1 9 8 4 . The cask was then mod i f ied and 

the Department of Energy began u s ing it i n  January 1 9 8 5 ,  

despite outstanding questions raised by the NRC . 

F ive months later , continued pressure by 

New York C it y and congressional representa t ives resul ted 

in the suspension of the cask by the U . S .  DOT , Department 

o f  Transporta t i on , which has final authority over a l l  

hazardous �ateri a l s  containe r s .  

The Transportation Department d i d  not , 

however , take any action on the other 10 c a sk s ,  believing 

instead that the Department of Energy had volunta r i ly 
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stopped u s i ng them a f ter the New york C i t y  cask was 

suspended . 

The cask problems were brought before a 

congressional committee by the group CANT in August of 

1 9 8 5 .  Despite strenuOUS a t t empts by the u . s .  Department 

o f  Energy to block their tes timony , over the next 16 

months the Department of Energy o f f i c i a l s  began slowly 

terminating the l icenses of some of the casks , u nt il  

January 1 9 8 7 , wherein th re e  c a s ks  we re  terminated , 

followed by another in Apr i l  and the l a s t  in mid 1 9 8 7 .  

Incredibly,  u p  to that point , the Department 

of Energy had continued u sing a t  least two of the casks , 

despite potential safety problems and d e spite what i t  

told t h e  Department o f  Tran sportation . 

One potentially defect ive container was used 

7 9  more time s .  The pluton ium container i n  question 

continued in use for 1 8  months between 1 9 8 2  and ' 8 4 ,  

a f ter the Department o f  Energy told i t s  laboratories to 

d i scontinue its u s e .  

During that period , a t  l e a s t  nine shipments 

involving 1 7 0  containers were made . A similar d i sregard 

for safety was evidenced by the Department of Energy ' s  

recent attempts to skirt regulations r equiring no release 

of xqdioactive ma ter ials  from transura n ic  waste 

containers in trans i t .  
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The Department of Energy handled 

transuranic contaminated wastes which contained plutonium 

and similarly dangerous i sotopes originating in weapons 

fabrication . To d i spose of them in i t s  waste isolation 

project plant in New Mexico, the Department designed 

something c a l l ed Trupack, a container with vents which 

gradually leaks gases that build up due to r3diological 

bombardment within the waste s .  

The U . S .  Department o f  Transportation rules 

do not allow such release s ,  so the Energy Department 

tried to obtain a spec ial waiver so as to be able to use 

Trupack , 

Technical questioning by New Mexico 

environmental o f f i c i a l s  and citizen activists drew so 

much attention to this ploy, however , that transportation 

o f f i c i a l s  backed away from granting the reque st . 

The Department of Energy then abandoned 

the $ I O O -mill ion Trupak design and is now starting over 

again , this time seeking a design that won ' t  leak . 

While the Department of Energy has stated 

tha t i t  will only use casks certified by the NRC , a 

Commi s sion legal opinion indicates that the Energy 

Department is not bound to do so by any law . 

The Department of Energy issued a si�ilar 

opinion i n  1 98 0 .  At this time it wa s seeking to continue 
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a particular plutonium cask a f ter it was suspended by 

the NRC because of a near m i s s  involving improper 

packaging . The Energy Department ' s  action _ _  I th ink 

my time i s  up . 

think it ' s  time for Mr . Syrnms , our 

Senator, to begin to protect and look out for Idahoan s ,  

a l l  Idahoan s ,  not j u s t  those who want a few short-term 

jobs . Senator Syrnms needs to face up to true reality 

and get his mytholog i e s  right . 

MR . EIGUREN: Thank you , Mary . 

OUr next scheduled organizational commenter 

is Mr . Shine Henslee . Shine Henslee? 

He ' s  not her e . Pass him over for the 

moment and go to the next commenter on our l i s t .  

Pat Hal l ,  Ada County Citizens f o r  Peace and 

Ju stic e .  

l1S . HALL : Distinguished pane l ,  ladi e s  

and gentlemen ; m y  name I s  Patricia Hal l ,  and I live at  

410 Parkway Drive, Boi s e ,  Idaho . I am here representing 

Ada County Citizens for Peace and Justice . 

I read in the current Treasure 7his 

Neek an article concerning the SIS hearing s .  I t  stated , 

" Idaho is considered a leading contender in the Department 

of Energy ' s  search for a home for the S I S ,  in part 

because of the existing support facilities a t  INEL and i n 
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part because of the lack of any signi ficant anti-nuclear 

movement ir. the state . "  

I would l ike to point out to our 

d i s t i nguished hearing panel that there is a very 

significant gras sroots anti-nuclear movement in Idaho . 

Idahoans not only support Snake River A l l iance , but such 

organi z a t ions as Beyond War ,  Phy s j c j an� for Social 

Respons ibl Ii  ty , Better War Id Soc iety , Sane-�'r8cze, 

Ground Zero, Nukewatc h ,  American Peace Test , Plowshare s ,  

and many other church and soc ially concerned endeavors 

that promote peace and j ustice . 

Ada County Citizens for Peace and Justice 

has a ma i l ing l i s t  of 250 suppor ters . 

The pos s i bi lity of a nuclear weapons 

plant in Idaho raises serious moral and ethical questions 

which I will attempt to addre s s .  I f  you w i l l  reflect 

for a moment , you wi l l  realize all l ivins things are 

inter- connected and inter-related through our planet home . 

\oJe a l l  have the same l i f e  support system . 

No matter what culture , r e l i g ion or political beliefs , 

a l l  humanity survives because we breathe the air 

surrounding our planet , drink the earth ' s  water and l ive 

from our world ' s  resources . 

There now exi s t s  the real pos sibi l i ty of 

a l ternate human and ecological d i saster -- through the 
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impending use of nuclear warhead s .  We have enough to 

destroy our world many times over . The stockpiling of 

these weapons has created the real potential for the 

death of our Mother Earth, her total destruction.  

Ne continue to strive for our rights and 

freedom s .  Our �ost fundamental right is the right for 

continuing l i f e ,  which is totally tied to the �;urvival 

of our earth . The pro l i f eration of nuc lear arms threatens 

this r ight . !fIe �ust vigorously demand our right to l i fe 

and strive to nurture it , so we can r e a l i z e  our goa l s  for 

the futu! e a digni f i ed existence for a l l  humankind , 

with adequate food , housing , c lothing , medical care and 

educational opportunitie s .  

Thi s goal can b e  obtained b y  acting o n  the 

positive human qua l i t i e s  of gene r o sity ,  goodwi l l ,  wi sdoM , 

compa ssion and love . The antithesis of these qua l ities 

are greed , paranoia ,  ignorance and hatred . We know that 

each person has the potential for a l l  these qua l ities . 

We need to strengthen the positive side of our nature and 

to recognize the negat ive for what it i s .  

I believe the nuclear weapons proliferation 

i s  an expression o f  our negative qua l ities . The continued 

development , production and testing of these deadly bombs 

is a crime against humanity and our beloved earth . We 

have a moral obligation to resist the forces that 

2 0 2  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

4 . 1 3 1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

19

P 0 SOX 5,8

001SE IDAHO 03701

1200, 3.36-0208

3

4

6

9

14

9

• 0 ROM 5,1

•015,10.0.10 03701

MOW 3304)208



I-' 
C> 
N 

6 . 5 . 5  

6 . 3  

5 . 2 . 1  

10 

1 1  

1 2  

" 

" 

1 5  

,. 

1 7  

1 8  

, .  

20 

21 

22 

23 

2. 

2S 

perpetuate these activit i e s ,  

W e  need t o  recogni z e  the complexity o f  our 

humanness and understand our l im i t a t ions and shortcoming s ,  

as we l l  as our s trengths . W e  need to recognize that we , 

as taxpayer s ,  are responsibl e  for supporting the nuclear 

weapons buildup and the possible eventual demise of our 

plane t .  

Those we place i n  political leadership are 

a l so respons ibl e .  Some u s e  their power for questionable 

motives instead of the greater good . Some think primar ily 

o f  short-term economic gains rather than the wel fare of 

future generat i ons . 

Norman Cousin s ,  a professor of medical 

hwnanities a, t  the Unive r s i ty of Cali fornia said , "The 

weapons merchants have a strong hold on U . S .  pol icy . They 

have an open channel to the U , S .  Treasury and have no 

intent ion of letting go . "  

The S I S  wi l l  cost we taxpayers $ 8 6 2-mi l l ion . 

I believe our tax money would be better spent on 

humani tarian proj ects . 

According to Dan Reiche r ,  a proj ect attorney 

for the National Resources Defense Counc i l ,  " S I S  i s  

perhaps the poore s t  alternative available to meet 

whatever need for wea,pons grade plutonium that may ex i s t . 

There are ,-,ther a l ternatives chea,per and safer 

203 
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Plutonium is an extremely toxic material and r i s k s  of 

radiation exposure to workers and the public may be 

relatively high because it i s  d i f f icult to handle and 

process . . .  P lu tonium reacts wi th both air and water 

to form oxides which can easily enter the environment . "  

The serious danger to  the environDcnt is 

addressed by Liz Paul , Director of the S I S  Education 

Proj ect in Ketchum . She say s ,  "The marketability of our 

agricultural produc t s  w i l l  be threatened because of a 

world market that is increasingly sens i t ive to low level 

radioactive contamination . Tour i sm ,  one of Idaho ' s  few 

growth industr i e s ,  w i l l  be adversely a f fected by the 

proximity of a nuclear weapons factory . Craters o f the 

Moon National Monwnent , 20 m i l e s  from th� INEL boundary , is 

on Highway 2 0 ,  which wi l l  be heav i l y  traveled by 

plutonium tr.:;.n sport veh ic l e s . World famous Sun Valley 

is j u s t  60 m i l e s  from the INEL. 

I don ' t  th in k  we need a plutonium factory. 

"The Reagc.n Admin istr a tion ' s  budget requests 

$ 8 . 2 -b i l lion for developing new nuclear weapon s .  Spending 

for nuclear weapons systems has more than doubled since 

Reagan took o f f ice . The Administra t i on has received 

23 approval for a new $ l . 9 - b l l l lon program I 24 expand and upgrade the nuclear weapons produc tlon 

" h" oc . """ ",',c.' ,.'c U,' '000"","00 '"' 00" ,>co 
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more and more bombs for decades to come . The Pentagon 

is planning to produce 17 , 0 0 0  new nuclear bombs in the 

next 1 0  years . "  I have this information from CortU:littee 

for a Sane Nuclear Pol icy . 

No one wi l l  survive a nuclear holocaust . 

It would mean the extinction of our species . Hi l l ions of 

people would be destroyed in a fraction of a second , the 

remaining would d ie slowly and painfully of radiation 

si ckness . The entire life support system of the planet 

would be destroyed . "le must stop playing this suicidal 

game . The thinking that has created this reality is 

absolutely insane . What can we do to put a stop to i t ?  

W e  c a n  s a y  no t o  t h e  plutonium refinery in 

Idaho. My friend Kerry Cook said it so wel l ,  "By saying 

no to the S I S ,  we are saying that we wi l l  not accept 

a polluting industry that i s  ri sky to human and 

environmen tal hea l t h ,  grossly expensive , and an escalation 

of the nuclear Arms Race . "  

Thank you . 

MS . MATZEK : I urge you to say !' insane . " 

want you good people to know I got out tonight to speak 

i n  favor of the ETS by the NIlS for the S I S .  I j u st love 

those S ' s .  

My n ame i s  Betty R .  !�a tzek , and somet imes 

I live at - -
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M S .  l-iATZEK: 7 9 8  Dalsen Lan e ,  Eagle . 

: I Excuse m e .  

M R .  EIGUREN : Ma ' am .  You ' re out of l in e .  
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t1S . MATZEK : I am? 

MR. EIGUREN : You are . 

Our next scheduled speaker is Ms . Gwynne 

McElhinney of the Boise Peace Qu i l t  Projec t .  

The wri tten comments o f  P a tr ic ia  Ha l l  w i l l  

be marked as Exhibit 2 2 8  f o r  t h e  recor d ,  included a s  

received . 

(Exhibit No . 2 2 8  was marked and entered . )  

MS . McELHINNEY : D i s tinguished panel , ladies 

and gentlemen ; my name i s  Gwynne McElhinney . I am a 

representative of the Boise Peace Qui l t  Projec t , as are 

these women and men here with m e .  Ne come tonight to 

express our unqua l i f ied oppos it ion to the proposed SIS 

Projec t .  vle stand united in a f firming our common 

respon s i b i l i ty for bequeathing a positive legacy to  

future generation s .  The inheritance w e  wish t o  l eave 

includes : fer t i le soi l ,  clean a ir , pure wate r ,  and a 

balanced , healthy ecosystem. We wish to leave safe 

h ighway s ,  a sound econom y ,  and peace of mind -- the peace 

of mind that comes with the global security created by 

de-fusing nuclear a r senal s .  
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Six years ago , a sma l l  group of us began to 

wage peace from the qui l t ing frame . Now, 18 qui l t s  later, 

hundreds of local quilters share our commitment to create 

a peaceful and secure future jor our children . 

Ne had hoped to have with us tonight the 

actual joint Soviet and American c h i ldren ' s  qui lt . 

Unfortunately,  it ' s  en route at this time from Los Angeles . 

In the slides , you will see one of our peace gui l ters 

with Ambassador }1ax Kappelman . This gu i l t  was taken to 

Geneva i n  the spring oj 1 9 8 6  and presented to the j oint 

arms negotiators . 

This qui l t  represents an international 

cooperative effor t .  Those are the faces of real Soviet 

and American children you see . lvomen carried this quilt 

to Geneva t o  speak to the negotiator s ,  and when they made 

their presentation , the qui l t  went on an international 

tour . It has been seen by l iterally hundreds of thousands 

of j ndividua l s  around the world within the past two year s .  

I t  h a s  hung in a s  lofty a setting as Westminster Abbey 

and in tiny country churches as wel l .  Everywhere i t  has 

been seen , we have d iscovered women and men who share our 

concern for the physical and psychological well-being 

of our children . 

With this background in mind , let me 

describe to you why we members of the Boise Peace Quilt 
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Program adamantly oppose the S IS  Proj ect . We obj ect to 

construction of the SIS because it is antithetical to 

a l l  we cherish as worthy of our children ' s  inheritanc e .  

PEACE QU ILT MEMBERS : �le a f f irm our 

chi ldren ' s  right to inherit fer t i l e  so il which will 

produce abundant nutritious food . 

MS . McELHINNEY; The SIS Proj ect threatens 

contamination of agricultural produ c ts and the very soil 

from which they spring . 

PEACE QU ILT MEMBERS :  We a f firm our 

chi ldren ' s  right to inherit clean a ir  to breathe and 

pure water to drink . 

MS . McELHINNEY; The S IS  Project could 

j eopardize both of these natural resourc e s .  Across the 

country other commun ities which host DOE sit e s are 

di scovering contamination rates which cause increased 

cancer incidence and higher nor t a l i ty rate . 

The DEIS does not adequately address waste 

disposal for the SIS Project i t se l f . In addition , 

locating the SIS here in Idaho could cause Idaho to 

become the permanent toxic waste dump for other national 

jac i l i t i e s .  The INEL proposed site of the S IS  i s  located 

directly above the Snake River aqu i fe r , the major source 

of drinking water and irrigation for southern Idaho and 

our entire agricultural industry . Based or. their record , 
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the DOE cannot be depended upon to protect these vital 

natural resourc e s .  We must do i t  ourselves . 

PEACE QUILT MEMBERS : i"]e aff irm our 

children ' s  right to inherit a balanced and healthy 

ecosystem, which can only be guaranteed i f  adequate 

protection for soi l , air and water qua l ity are mainta ined . 

MS . McELHINNEY: The SIS Project 

destabi l i z e s  all of these critical parameters . The DOE 

has a poor safety record at sites nationa l l y .  The INEL 

i s  no except ion . Mi l l ions of curies have been released 

into the air I ground water and soil in et!stern Idaho 

to dat e .  

PEACE QUILT MEMBERS : yle a f f irm our 

children ' s  right to inherit a sound economy that affords 

reasonable growth without sacrificing the guality of l i fe 

which we treasure here in Idaho . 

MS . McELHINNEY : The S I S  Project would 

induce a boom-bust economic cycle which would not be i n  

t h e  best interest of Idahoans .  A n  influx of people woul d  

cause taxes t o  g o  u p  t o  support additional public service s ,  

including expanded school systems . Yet , the limited seven 

to e ight-year l i fe of the SIS Project would preclude any 

lasting economic benefit to the state . 

The impact of the SIS shutdown on local and 

regional economies would be undoubtedly negative . 
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Add i t iona l l y ,  the DEIS does not address the potential 

cost of lost economic opportun ities for Idaho because 

of the presence of a nuclear bomb factory . He feel the 

DEIS has fa iled to support its cla ims that the SIS could 

provide economic spin -of f s  or technology trans fer . 

The editors of the Ylood River Journal have 

stated it well : "What ' s  left is the question of whether 

the 7 5 0  j obs created by the SIS are worth furthering the 

Arms Race and changing the role of the INEL from 

scien t i f ic to m i l itary What ' s  left i s  for the peorle 

in this financial ly-strapped region to acknowledge that 

there is such a thing a s  ' bad j obs ' and that the DOE i s  

offering a handful of them t o  Idaho a t a very high price . "  

PEACE QUILT MEMBERS : We a f f irm our 

children ' s  right to inherit an Idaho upon whose h ighways 

i t  is safe to travel . 

MS . McELHINNEY: The S I S  Project would 

threaten the safety of Idaho ' s  highways because the DOE 

has said that every road between Hanford and the INEL is 

a potential plutonium highway . Had the truck spill o f  

Vitavax into the L i t t l e  Salmon River l a s t  December been 

plutonium, Riggins ' water would not have been fit to drink 

for 2 4 0 , 0 0 0  years and the fish kill could have extended 

throughout the entire Salmon and Columbia River s .  

Liz Pau l ,  Project Coordinator of L if e  Guard 
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Idaho , makes a compel l ing observation when she states , 

" 7 5 0  eight .... year jobs is an impoverished prosperity indeed 

when the poten t i a l  cost is 2 4 0 , 0 0 0  years of dead f i sh 

and bad water . "  

PEACE QUILT MEMBERS : v1e aff irm the right 

of our chi ldren to inher.�l t the peace of mind which comes 

from the global secu r ity of de-fusing existing nuclear 

arsena l s . 

MS . McELHINNEY : The sole m i s s ion of the SIS 

i s  the production o f  plutonium for use in nuclear 

weapons . If construc ted , the SIS would transfer the INEL 

from a facil ity focused on peac e f u l  research to a factory 

producing bombs capable of destroying the ea rth . The 

OEIS does not address the moral and psychological impact , 

especially on children , of l iving in a state or 

commun ity which is bui l t  around weapons production . 

Children should be free of nuclear 

destruction and contamination . Our chi ldren can never 

know peace of �ind if they are liv ing in a nuclear 

shadow cast by the S I S .  

The children pictured o n  t h i s  quilt and a l l  

o f  their brothers and s i s ters deserve to inherit a world 

in which they can develop to their f u l l  potent ial . Thi s 

can only happen if cooperative efforts such as this quilt 

are nouri shed and a llowed to bear fruit . 
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White House and the DOE , in a pre s s  release on February 1 7 ,  

1988 , stated that adequate supp l i e s  o f  plutonium for 

future strategic defense needs ex i s t  at presen t ,  without 

the development of the SIS P ro je c t . 

We of the Boise Peace Qu ilt  Project are 

here to bear witness for the inheritance of our children . 

PEACE QUILT NEMBERS : l':e charge you and a l l  

t h e  men a n d  women who w i l l  decide t h e  fate 0= t.he S I S  to 

r e j ect construct ion of this project in Idaho or anywhere 

e l s e ;  as unnece ssar y ,  unwarranted and immor a l . 

MS . McELHINNEY: Protect our children and 

this precious planet . 

Serve the generations of our futur e ,  the 

l i f e  blood we che r i sh . 

Transform your power to preserve the earth 

i n  its wholeness and beauty . 

Heal a race torn by warfare and the 

�achinery of death . 

We each -- we a l l  must meet the wise eyes 

of our children . 2 1 2  
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President Reagan and Secretary Gorbachev,

backed up by their people's desire for accord between

the superpowers, have given us hope that one day we will

develop more sane and secure methods for resolving our

conflicts. Even if deterrence remains an issue, the

of our children. 212
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W e  share this respon s i b i l i ty . 

The children are waiting . 

MR . EIGUREN : The receipt of the written 

testimony of Gwynne McElhinney on beha l f  of the Boise 

Peace Qu i l t  Proj ect , we wi l l  mark i t  as two exhibi ts , 

Exhibit 2 2 9  wi l l  be the actual written text of what you 

just heard , includIng the subparts , as I fol low along , 

that wa s included her e ;  and · second l y ,  we do have for the 

record as Exhibit 230 a document which represents the 

qui lt , a picture o f  the guilt , which we ,d l l  put in the 

record . 

(Exhibi ts Nos . 2 2 9  and 2 3 0  were marked and 

entered . ) 

MR . EIGUREN : Our next scheduled speaker 

is the Reverend Bud Kline of the Peace and Jus tice 

Commi ttee . Reverend Bud K l ine? 

F i n a l l y ,  our last scheduled organizational 

cornrnenter is Maggie Coon , from the Boise Chapter of the 

Idaho Conservation League . 

You have 10 minute s .  

MS . COON : Ladies and gentl emen of the 

pane l ;  I would l ike to begin by expressing my deepest 

appreciation to the Boise Peace Qu i l t  Project for 

expres s j ng many of the emotions that I ,  too, fee l .  

My name i s  Maggie Coon . I am here today 
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representing the Idaho Conservation League , a state-wide 

conservation organization with about 1 , 2 0 0  member s .  

hold a Bachelor o f  Science degree i n  geology and 

geophysics from Yale University and a Master o f Forestry 

degree f rom the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental 

Stud ies . 

For the past 10 year s ,  I have worked as a 

natural resources consultant in the Pac ific Northwest , 

with a special focus on water qua l i ty issues . 

I would l ike to d i scuss two major flaws 

of the Draft EI� including , fir s t ,  it s failure to meet 

full disclosure requirements of the National Environmental 

Policy Act and , second , its failure to acknowledge the 

true uncertainties and hazards a s sociated with transuranic 

waste d i sposa l .  

The Idaho Conservation League stands for 

the right of all Idaho c i t izens to a healthful 

environment .  YJe also firmly uphold the importance of 

informed decision mak ing . Congress passed the National 

Environmental Policy Act in 1969 to ensure that f u l l  

d isc losure . B y  requiring t h e  "responsible o f f i c i a l "  t o  

prepare a n  Environmental Impact Statement , Congr e s s  

c learly meant t o  g ive l a y  persons a s w e l l  as technical 

expert s  the bas i s  for intell igent commen t  on a proposed 

action . 
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The document now before us taIls far short 

in its f a i lure to take responsib i l ity for an unnecessary 

and dangerous proj ect . 

Attached to the Draft EIS is an unprecedented 

d i sc l a imer , the l ikes of which I have never seen in a l l  

t h e  time I have worked with such documents . This 

disclaimer stat e s ,  among other things ,  that neither the DOE 

nQr any other federal agency is respons ible for the 

accuracy of the E I S .  It  a l so says that the document does 

not necessarily represent the views of any federal agency . 

IncredJbly , the public is being asked to 

comment on an EIS for which there is no responsible 

agency and to accept a s  factual several hundred pages of 

information for which no one i s  answerable .  

What i s  the DOE hiding';' I n  my view, this' 

d isclaimer inval idates the entire document as satisfying 

requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act .  

Secondl y ,  I would l i ke to address the 

question of the need for the proj ect . The mos t  

egregious omi s s ion of data from the EIS is openly admitted 

by the DOE . F a i ling completely to explain the need for 

the SIS Project ,  the agency relies on the classified 

nature of the Nuclear Weapons Stockpile Memorandum in the 

following vague and contorted statement , and I quote .from 

the E I S ,  which say s :  

2 1 5  
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"The SIS Proj ect is needed by DOE to 

provide redundancy in production capability and 

technolog ical diversity with respect to the current 

dependence on weapon-grade plutonium production 

and to provide a timely response to potential increases 

in approved needs for weapon-grade pluton ium in the 

per iod commencing in the mid 1 9 9 0 ' s . "  

This is j u s t  a fancy way of saying " We want 

to have more weapon-grade plutonium around in case we 

decide to build more nuc lear warhead s . "  Surely the public 

is enti tled to a more thorough explanation than thi s .  

After a l l ,  the decision t o  build the S I S  would 

dramatically i n f luence deci sions to construct more 

nuclear warhead s .  

At a minimum, the E I S  should include 

reference to a c l a s s i f ied appendix which addresses in 

detail the question of need for this fac i l i ty . Congress 

at least should have access to this information in  

deciding whether or not to fund t h e  proj ect . 

Lastly , I would l ike to address the fa ilure 

o f  this document to acknowledge waste d i sposal plans 

and hazards . 

In terms of the Ions-term sa fe ty of the 

proposed SIS, one of our organization '· s gravest concerns 

centers around waste di sposal .  According to this 

2 1 6  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

4 . 7 . 1  

4 . 1 1 . 1  

5 . 3 0 . 3 . 8  

2

3

4

5

6

7

9

19

24

P 0 BOX 376

13010 336.9208

3

4

6

7

9

P 0 BOX 3711

BOIS, IDAHO 63701

13013/ 336,92011



....... 
o 
1.0 

5 . 3 0 . 3 . 1  

5 . 3 0 . 2 . 1  

5 . 3 0 . 2 . 5  

10 

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

,. 

15 

,. 

17 

1 8 1 
1 9  

20 

21 

22 

23 

2. 

25 

docume nt , an unspe c i f ied amount of very concentrated 

plutonium by-produc t s  (primarily Nos . 2 3 8 , 2 4 0  and 2 4 1 )  

must b e  dealt with . Th is extremely toxic by-product 

material would be s tored on- s i te i n  spec ial stand-alone 

storage vaults " u n t i l  such t ime as DOE evaluates its 

potential app l icability for other possible miss ions . "  

I f  the DOE d i scovers no other use for them , 

these wa stes are supposed to be deposited at the vla stc 

Isolation Pi lot Plant in Carlsbad , New Mexico , along wi th 

other transuranic w.l, s te s .  I n  e f f ec t ,  the DOE i s  asking 

the public to sanct ion proliferation of some of the most 

dangerous substances kno�n to mankind wi thout even t e l l ing 

us the ir eventual d e s t ination . 

INEL has long been the recipient of other 

types of transuranic wastes from around the country and 

now hold s huge quan t i t i e s  in suppose d ly temporary storage . 

These awa it shipment to the New Mexico fac i l i ty .  I f  the 

SIS is bu i l t ,  it would add an es timated 4 4 0  ton� annually 

to th is stockp il e .  Yet t h e  New Mexico plant i s  not even 

in full operation and is suspected to have seriou s 

leakage problems . 

From our perspective , de facto long-term 

st.orage of both the highly concentrated and other 

,.""'"."",. """'0" " '  '"" ' "  '"'" ' "  """00",'"" ' _  " ." '  

of a l l ,  this scenario is not d i scussed as part of any 
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alternative in the E I S .  Neverthel e s s ,  there ' s  plenty of 

evidence to show the folly of thi s  action . The document 

admits major earthquake act i v i ty (ranking a s high a s  

7 . 3  o n  the Richter s c a l e )  that ha s been experienced a s  

recently as 1 9 8 3  in an adj acent se ismic b e l t  j u s t  1 0  

m i l e s  from the site . This was c lose enough to cause 

perceptible tremors at INEL. 

S i tuated i n  a region bu i lt by volcanic 

act.ion , INEL has the potential to reexperience earth 

movement s  at any t :iJne .  Brushed aside as " l o� magnitude" 

and " loca l ized " in the E I S ,  these danqers remain latent 

in the terrain . 

even if transport of wa s t e s  to a fa c ility  

of uncertain safety in New Mexico we r e  pos sible , it solves 

nothing . It merely translocates a terrible hazard from 

one state to another , �ith a deadly tr a il in bet�een , 

The Idaho Conservation League believes the 

DOE should know with certa i n ty how wa stes will be d i sposed 

of before turning a single spade of earth for new facility 

construc t i on .  Neither Idahoans nor New Mexicans nor 

VJashingtonians nor Georgians can accept the undocumented 

as sumptions on which this i l l-conceived project is 

founded . 

Thank you very much for th is opportun i t y ·  to 

comment .  
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MR . EIGUREN : The cha i r  will note that the 

wr i t ten comments of Maggie Coon , made on behalf of the 

Idaho Conservation Leagu e �  wi l l  be entered into the record 

a s  Exhibit No . 2 3 1 .  

{Exhibit N o .  2 3 1  was marked and entered , }  

MR . E I GUREN : The cha i r  would a l so note that 

the same i s sue relative to the disclaimer of the E1S, the 

OEI S ,  was r a i sed yesterday by Mr. Riker from NRDC . 

Based upon discussions with Department counse l ,  i t  

appears the d i sc l a imer was included i n  the document by 

inadvertency, and it should not be there . 

(Public commotion.  1 

MR. EIGUREN : Er.ouqh r p l ea s e .  

W e  have n o  other orga n i z a t ion�l speakers 

scheduled a t  this point . I wi l l  c a l l  their names one more 

time to see if they l re her e .  

Senator William F .  Rin�e r ?  

Mr . Shine Henslee? 

Reverend Bud Kline? 

They a r e  not her e .  v1ha t we ' ll do now is go 

back to the afternoon schedule . I ' m going to take a brief 

recess and ask those of you who are preregistered to speak 

t h i s  a fternoon and didn ' t  have a chance to be heard , to 

come to this s t a t ion r i g h t  over here so we know how many 

comrnenters 'tie have from that group . 

2 1 9  
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Vole wi l l  be in recess for f ive minute s .  

( A  recess was taken , )  

MR . EIGUREN : We are now a t  No . 4 1  in  the 

order of speakers from th is a f ternoon ' s  sess ion . As I 

ment ioned at the outset of this hear ing , we ' r e  going to 

try to accommodate a l l  of those from the aft ernoon session 

that didn ' t  have a chance to comment . I have asked a l l  

those people to s i t  in t h l S  area s o  w e  have a n  idea a s  t o  

t h e  numbers that we ' re going to d e a l  with . It appears a s  

though w e  have about 1 5  or � o  individua l s .  

{.Jha t  I ' m going t o  d o  is s t a r t  a t  Order No . 4 1  

o n  the speakers l i s t  fram the a f ternoon sess ion and c a l l  

o u t  name s .  And i f  you h e a r  your name , p l e a s e  s t e p  forward , 

restate it for the record and give us your addre s s ,  and 

then you ' l l have f i ve minutes to comment .  

At the conclusion o f going through the 

a fternoon l i s t , I will then go t o  the top of the evening 

l i s t ,  and we ' l l go to 1 1 : 0 0 o ' c loc k .  

I t  w i l l  a l so b e  the intent of the cha i r  a t  

or about 1 0 : 3 0  or 1 0 : 4 5  t h i s  evening , those folks who 

are here that have wr itten statements and that would like 

those included in the record , you may do so . And that 

way you won ' t  have to come back a t  a l a t er date here to 

t e s t i f y .  

25 Now star ting with individual No . 41 on the 
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afternoon session , Mr , Bob Kiel . 

Fuji Kreider7 Your name and addre s s ,  pleas e ,  

f o r  t h e  record. 

�1S . KREIDER : :My naJTle is Fuj i Kreide r ,  and 

I l ive at 2 2 0 4  Gekeler Lane , LaGra nde ,  Oregon . 

Back in February 1 9 8 6 , I l ived in Boise . 

I t e s t i f i ed at your seoping hearings . Myself and others 

from the Snake River A l l ianc e ,  the Coalition for the Safe 

Transport a t ion of Nuclear and Hazardous Mat er i a l s ,  and 

Idaho Organi z a tions for Nuclear Safety all addressed and 

requested that you research transportation safety and 

routes , emergency response preparedne s s ,  and medical 

facili ties capab i l i t i e s  to deal with accident victims in 

Idaho and anywhere in the United States where 

transportat ion \'.'ould occur for the SIS Pro j ec t .  

I believed in NEPA and t h e  d emocratic 

proce s s  at those scoping hearings ,  and contrary to my 

colleagu e s ,  I rea l ly felt you \\.'ould use our input a s  a 

Iramework in the research. Wel l ,  I \o,as either naive or 

on the wrong side of the i s sue , because I ' m appalled a t  

the research done regarding these i ssues in t h e  Draft 

Environmental Impact Statemen t .  

People ' s  health , secur i t y ,  livelihood , 

environment are a l l  at stake when you prepare an Impact 

Statement . Thi s is why it is i�per a t ive that you r research 
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must be the mos t thorough and rea l i s t i c ,  practical �nd 

technical study as possible . 

Using your computer mod e l to determine t h e  

probabi lity of transportat ion accidents m a y  be f u n  - - and 

I was pleased that the chance is low -- but the model 

is flawed because it only considers probabi l i t y . F i r s t  

i t  presumes t h a t  t h e  c a s k s  are saf e .  The Department of 

Transportation has not approved the cask design for the 

s hipment of transuranic wastes , and until th�y do , how 

can you truly assess the probabi l i t y ?  

Second . The model presumes that there i s  

adequate emergency response personnel which have adequate 

equipment and train ing , and pre sumes that these f i r s t  

responders know what the y 're  dealing with , i t  presumes 

that there wi l l  be adequate and cohesive coordination 

among inter -gov�rnmental agencies handling an accident ,  

Now, let ' s  talk the reality of research in 

emergency re sponse . For exampl e ,  investigating the route 

between Hanford and INEL, one would simply need to research 

what the emergency response preparedness situation i s  for 

a 12 county area , and could the med ical faci l i t ie s  in 

these counties handle accident victims? 

you Jre relying on these coun tie s J  

cooperation and resources for transport a t ion and emergency 

read iness e s sential for the S I S ;  yet you won ' t  rely on 

2 2 2  
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a phone call or a l e tt e� to dete�ine it they can handle 

an accident? Are you a,f;ratd of the answer you will 

receive? Or do you know that the wor s t  case "postulated 

accident " cannot be c leaned up? 

I am sorry to report that accoTcing to our 

Emergency Response Manager in Union Count y ,  Oregon , where 

I currently live , the eme;rgency response personnel will 

not be able to handle even the sma l lest amount of 

plutonium released from an accident , and other hazardous 

materials cleanups are even questionabl e .  

N o t  only are they not trained and prepared 

they did not even know this process was occurring . I t  

'Wa s me , a fonner Idaho c i t i zen, who informed t h e  County 

Commission , the City Counc il people , and emergency 

response personnel that t h i s  DEI S  was conduc ted . 

Now, was that a guarantee , or a probab i l ity,  

that there would be inter-governmental cooperation? 

Let ' s  face i t ;  the researchers never left 

their office or their computer terminal s .  They never even 

lifted up the phone . 

Let ' s  talk practica l i ty about medical 

treatment fac i l i t ie s .  The only -medical fac i l ities 

d i scussed in the DEIS 'Were near the site . Again , there 

was a lack of real ity here � How do you intend on 

initially treating and then transporting hundred s ,  dozens , 

2 23 
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or even one person, to the Idaho F q l l s  medical facil ity 

when the accident occurs hundreds of miles or so from 

the site? 

So you see , I am frustrated . Your 

conclusions are based on one big proba b i l i t y .  A technical 

stud y ,  yes - - a practical study , no . 

Th i s  probab i l ity is costing us a guaranteed 

$ 8 6 2-m i l l ion, not to mention the in0vitable cost overrun s .  

Plus, t h e  probabi l i ty o f  add i t ional costs o f  a 

transportation or s i t e  accident , such as cleanup and 

decontaminat ion , emergency re sponse , e f fects on 

indu strie s ,  health costs and l ia b i l ity to workers , 

community members and their dependents , for their hea lth , 

loss of wages , livelihood s ,  land , mental anguish , and 

on and on , which were not calculated in the DEI S .  Or 

is the DOE not going to accept t h i s  l i a b i l ity? 

Granted, our national polic ies value 

nat ional defen s e ,  but they are also trying to balance 

the bUdget . The S I S  Project is tugging on both of these 

pol itical values . 

So we do our best asse ssment pos s ible 

technical folk s l ike yourselves would probably do a 

cost-benefit analysi s .  

When I weigh the costs o f  the project r the 

actual and the probable , qnd weigh these against the 

2 2 4  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

5 . 2 9 . 8 1 

6 . 2  

2

3

4

5.29.66 6

7

9

10

11

111

15

16

1/

111

10

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

1 3

16

P. 0 OOP 575

50155. IDAHO 113701

12051 330.92011



........ 
........ 

w 

l . 1  

10 

1 1  

1 2  

13  

14 

15 

1. 

1 7  

1 8  

1 .  

'0 

21 

" 

'3 

,4 

25 

probabi lity of a full scale nuclear war where we would 

need more stockpiles of plutonium because we ran out of 

our weapons , I would be quite pu z z l e d .  Why? 

Wel l ,  for one , I can ' t  imagine us running 

out of weapon s ,  but a l s o  because a l l  of the alternatives 

being weighed in the cost-bene f i t  analysis are 

probabil i t i e s . A l l  - - except one - - the no action 

a l ternativ e .  The no action a l ternative is the only 

a lternative with sure economic facts and complete health 

and transportation risk data . 

So according to my "probable cost-benefit 

ana lysis " which takes in more probable data than the 

DOE ' s , there i s  only one choice - - the no action 

alternative -- Idaho ' s  cho ice,  which many ci tizens of 

the Grande Ronde Val l e y  of Oregon a l so choose . 

Here are the voices of another 32 eastern 

10 

11 

1 2  

13 

I' 

1> 

16 

Oregon c it i z ens who could not be here today (indicating ) . 17 

We are the c i tizens a long the transportation I I  

route who have n o t  been notifip-d o f  t h i s  proces s ,  who 19 

have plenty to lose and do not have one tax dollar to '0 

gain . " 

Thank you . " 

MR . EIGUREN : 7he written comment s  received 23 

from Fuj i Kreider as wel l  as the additional documents she ,. 

provided for the record w i l l  be labeled as Exhibit No . 2 3 6  " 

2 2 5  
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and inc luded i n  the record a s  suc h . 

(Exhibit No . 2 3 6  was .marked and entered . )  

For the purpose of keeping the record 

accurate , need to go back and mention that we up a t  

the front here have received t h e  following comments from 

these individua l s  and have been marked as exhibi t s : 

Exhibit 2 2 0 ,  Carlyle Br igg s .  

Exhibit 2 2 1 ,  David Simmonds . 

Exhibit 2 2 2 ,  Daniel Ostermi l ler . 

Exhibit 2 2 3 , Connie McClaran . 

Exhibit 2 2 4 ,  Lisa Osterm i l ler . 

Exhibit 2 2 5 ,  Raven Gudg e l l . 

Exhibit 2 2 6 ,  Don McC lara n .  

Exhibit 2 3 2 ,  Roger Rosentreter . 

Exhibit 2 3 3 ,  Robert Sutton . 

Exhibit 2 3 4 ,  Paul Montgomer y ,  

Exhibit 2 3 5 ,  Robert Koger . 

( Exh ibits No s .  2 2 0  through 2 2 6 ;  and Exhibits 

Nos . 232 through 235 were marked and entered . )  

UR.  EIGUREN : Going back to our commenters 

l ist from this afternoon, Order No . 4 3 ,  Barbara pyl e .  

Order No . 4 4 ,  Joey Pietr i . 

Chuck Skor o .  

MR . SKORO : M y  name i s  Chuck Skoro; I l ive 

at 416 Ada Street here in Boise . I am the chairman of the 

2 2 6  
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Economics Department , Boise State Univer sity . Of cours e ,  

I ' m not here speaking tor the Univer s i ty ;  I ' m speaking 

for myse lf . 

I am a native Idahoan , graduated from Boise 

3 I High . I hold a Bachelor ' s  and Master ' s  and Doctorate 
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degree from Columbia Univer sity . I taught for six years 

at Rutgers Univer s i ty , before joining the Economics 

Department at Boise State univer s ity . I talked to you 

about my qual i f ications because I think they ' ll help you 

understand why I was asked to be one of the people who 

would put together the socioeconomic impact statement for 

t h i s  Draft Environmental Statement .  I agreed immed iately, 

because I thought it would be very interesting and very 

useful for the people of Idaho to partic ipate on this 

need . And second l y ,  frankly , because i t  was a very large 

amount o f  amount of money that I could earn in a very 

short time . 

Then I began thinking about why I should be 

able to earn that much money in such a short time, so I 

c a lled the contact person back and said , "Well , of course, 

we ' ll consider in thi s ,  won 1 t  we , the danger to Idaho 

agriculture? We ' ll consider in thi s ,  won ' t  we , the 

danger to Idaho tourism? We ' ll consider in thi s ,  won ' t  

we , the socioeconomic and moral e!fect s  on the people 

in the local commun�ty who get up every �orning and go to 

227  

H EDRICK COURT REPORTING .0" •. 10AHO .l70, 

(1l08IU8·n08 

I. 

1 1  

1 2  

13 

14 

" 

, .  

17  

1 8  

,. 

2. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2' 

work preparing for World War I I I ;  we ' l l do a l l  tha t ,  

won ' t  we ? "  

I never g o t  a return ca l l . 

My worst fears about the socioeconomic 

impact part of t h i s  statement have been rea l i zed _ _  it ' s  

simply an exercise which confirms what the people who 

hired the socioeconomic impa c t  statement team wanted to 

hear . It doesn ' t  address the real i s sues , i t ' s  an 

incompetent and incomplete statemen t .  

1 .  The j o b  bene f i t s  a l leged i n  the 

s tatement are overestimated . They are overestimated 

largely because of a thing called a mul t ip l ier that was 

used to estimate the spin-off job effects . The number 

2 . 3 6 was taken by a study that had been done for INEL by 

some researchers at I SU .  More recent work by the federal 

government would put the number , a mul t i p l ier , c loser to 

something like 1 . 9 .  I realize that this is kind of 

technical for people who are not into multiplier s ,  but 

that would reduce signif icantly the number of spin-off 

j obs that would be produced by this proce s s .  But neither 

of those are the proper number to use . They ' re both 

what economi sts call averages . 

The proper number to use is wha t ' s  called 

a marginal number , the number that would say, " How many 

additional jobs would come when additional jobs are put 

2 2 8  
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on the INEL site? " Those number s are certainly a lot 

smaller than the 1 . 9  that i s  a more reasonable number 

than the number that was used here . And I would point 

out that few of the jobs , especially the jbbs in 

operation s ,  would go to Idahoans at a l l . The jobs that 

would go to Idahoans from this are low wag e ,  service 

sector j ob s ,  f l ipping hamburgers at McDonald ' s .  

I f  we are going to sell out ,  i t  seems to 

me at least reasonable to s e l l out high . Whatever costs 

we have to bear are going to come at a very smal l  

bene f i t . 

What costs do we have to bear or might we 

have to bear? A competent socioeconomic impact 

statement would have addressed the i s sue of transporting 

this waste through the largest populat ion centers in 

Idaho or through the biggest industrial area in Idaho or 

through , most important , the agricultural areas in Idaho . 

It would have addressed the process· of these mater ials at 

the top of the Snake River system. It would have addressed 

the possible consequences of any k i nd s  of releases or 

accidents in terms of b i l l ions of dollars lost to farme r s ,  

b i l l ions o f  dol l a r s  l o s t  t o  other industries , b i l l ions o f  

dollars lost t o  t h e  tourism industry . 

These i s sues are not addressed at a l l . I n  

add ition , a compe tent soc ioeconomic impact sta tement would 

2 2 9  
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h ave addressed the problem of s t oring waste for long 

periods of time when the a l ternative waste storage places 

were not available . 

Fina l l y ,  a competent socioeconomic impact 

statement would have addressed the i s sue that I brought 

up a moment ago: Many , many organization s ,  including 

the National Conference of Catholic Bishops , have c a l l ed 

into question whether any person of conscience can 

par t icipate in any way in the manufacture , deployment , or 

use of nuclear weapons . 

The generations since vlorld War II have been 

under more stress than any other generation befor e ,  and 

this i s  ea s i ly documented by psycholog i s t s ,  as  they 

wonder about whether they w i l l  have a future at a l l . 

Will the local commu nit ies  suffer the 

results of the increased stre s s ?  That i s ,  higher drug 

abu s e ,  higher child abu s e ,  higher marital di s solutions , 

more suicides . Those are reasonable questions to ask 

about an area where people are going to participate in 

the construction of nuc lear weapons . Those questions 

weren ' t  asked . They weren � t  asked , because this economic 

environmental impact statement has not researched -- i t ' s  

so r i tu a l .  And a s  a r itual , i t  s imply reflects 

i ncompetent work . 

I would suggest that at least  the 
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socioeconomic part be redone from t h e  ground up . 

MR . EIGUREN : Our next scheduled commenter 

is Richard Hahn . Richard Hahn? 

Denn i s . 

Dan Parker? Dan Parker? 

�ike Estes . Mike E s t e s ?  

B e n  Walker . B e n  �Jalker? 

Barbara Harpe r . Barbara Harper? 

Darcy Wi l l iamson . Darcy Williamson? 

Jane Leeson . Jane Leeson? 

Patsy Cha s e .  Patsy Chase? 

Lisa Denn i s .  Lisa? 

MR . SUTTON : I 'm speaking in place of Lisa 

MR . EIGUREN : Can we have your name , s i r ,  

for the record? 

MR . SUTTON : Bruce Sutton , and you already 

have my name . It was under Robert B. Sutton . 

MR . EIGUREN: Ri9ht . 

MR. SUTTON: I see I have some friends out 

there . 

I would like to address my remarks to 

Ron and Steve and Jim McClur e ,  and i n  particular to the 

INEL professi ona l s ,  engineers and scientists . My name i s  

Bruce Sutton , a n d  r 'm a Boise bUsine ssman . I work with 

:ma.nagement in engineering . I am in private prac tice . My 
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background i s  research and stati s t ics . have 24 years ' 

experience in this f i e l d ,  and bel ieve me , i t ' s  hard work . 

My son Scott , who is a graduate in chemistry 

and physics from the University of Vashington , has helped 

me prepare my written statement which I have submitted , 

and has a s s i s ted me in preparing my thoug ht s .  

Since I contract with c l ient s ,  I want to take 

you inside my brain when I ' m s i t t ing in  front of a c l ient 

negot i a ting . Let us suppose that the c l ient is possibly 

the DOE , the Department of Energy , the United States 

Department of Energy . 

The t h i n g s  I look for when I am negotiating 

w i th a contra c t ,  contract with a c l ient , are quite simple : 

Among others :  

1 .  Wr itten goals , which translates into 

pol i cY r pol icie s .  No . 1 ,  wri tten goa l s .  

No . 2 ,  A desire t o  improve their produc t .  

No . 3 .  A real commitment to solve problems . 

NOW, those are very important to me . Why; 

Becau s e ,  you see , if the c l ient does not make improvements , 

the consu ltant is often blamed or said to be ineffective . 

I am the consu l tant . See; Okay . 

Now, if the c l ient fa ils to move forward , I 

am unsuccessful . If that continue s ,  I am soon out of 

busine ss . Do you remember , you ' r e  inside my head and we ' re 

2 3 2  
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sitting in the o f f i ce negotiating with a possible contract 

with a c l ient , and the c l ient nay or may not be the 

Department of Energy . Hmmm ! Okay . 

You see , these are very important things to 

me,  because if I don ' t  have a l l  three of those wr itten 

goa l s  -- polic ies , desixe to improve the produc t ,  a real 

commitment to solve problems -- I am not qoing to succeed . 

That i s ,  the c l ient is not going to succeed . And if the 

c l ient doesn ' t  sllcceed , I don ' t  succeed . I 'm soon out of 

busines s .  I have t o  g o  back to the steel mill in 

Cleveland, and you can tel l I 'm not rea l ly in any shape 

for that . 

Okay . I '� very serious about t h i s ,  a lthough 

my presentation , hope fully , is  in a humorous mode . My 

feel ing is that the DOE does not seem to be able to manage 

t h e i r  own busine s s . My reading t e l l s  me that the DOE 

would be , indeed , a very d i f f icult cl ient for me to work 

with . And I consider mys e l f  to be very good at my trade . 

I have a lot of references loca l l y ,  a l l  the way coa s t  to 

coa s t . I am doing qu ite well . 

But in spite of that , and as you can tel l ,  

I lack not self-confidence . But I s t i l J  consider the DOE 

wou ld be a very d i ff ic u l t  c l ient . 

My written stateiilent which I have submitted 

i s  a c r i t i c i sm of the DOE i n  four area s :  

2 3 3  
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I ' ve been in Boise 16 years and I have a lot 

o f  friends in this room. Most of you know that I am not 

a negative person . am very proud to be from an I ta l ian 

heritage -- we laug h ,  we sing , we eat lots of spaghe tt i ,  

and occasionally drink wine . And I ' m known a s a very 

positive person . But in t h i s  case , I ' m afraid I have to 

speak out as a c i t i zen . Okay? 

My written statement is a c r i t i c i sm in four 

area s ,  i t ' s  not technica l .  We won ' t  go into any o f the 

probabi l i ty statements that you may or may not have mad e .  

I ' l l take that up at a later t ime . 

Fir st of a l l ,  scale . The size  of the scale 

of a nuclear reactor i s  very significant as regards cost s ,  

operating co s t s ,  and safety . The Amer ican reactor 

builders have never gone through the early stages of 

perfecting their craft a t the sma l l  sca l e ,  a s  have the 

French and other s .  Okay? Y ' al l  have n ' t  done your 

homework , number one . 

Standard i z a tion . Y ' a l l  haven ' t  done any 

work in standard i z ation . There are hardly two of those 

things out there that are made a l ike , so how could you 

expect to have standards in terms of safety and po licies 

okay? -- when every time you have an itch, you scratch it 

with a dif ferent reactor? 

(Aud ience laughter . )  
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MR . SUTTON : NO , no, that ' s  not at all 

funny . In engineering we look for standardi z ation , it ' s  

an absolute mus t ,  espe c i a lly if you ' re going t o  minim i z e  

costs and i f  you ' re ever going to know how to handle 

saiety . Okay? Because , if you don ' t  have standardi z ation , 

you ' re always starting from zero . Every t i:ne you have a 

new design , it ' s  "We l l , I wonder what could go wrong this 

t im e ? "  You can ' t  ever learn from your past , because 

you ' r e  always creating something new . 

i t  to a close . 

MR.  EIGUREN : Mr . Sutton? 

MR . SUTTON : Yes . 

MR.  E I GUREN : I 'm going to ask you to bring 

MR. SUTTON : And the l a s t  two are - - I got 

carried away, i t ' s  my I ta lian nature -- the safety record 

and the policy are all tied together . The SIS is a bad 

bu siness venture . If I was a bank e r ,  I wouldn ' t  lend 

you guys a dime . 

MR . EIGUREN : We are in receipt of 

Dr . Skoro ' s  written commen t s ,  and they w i l l  be 

Exhibit No.  2 3 7  in the record . Thank you , D r .  Skor o .  

(Exhibit No . 2 3 7  was marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : Our next commenter i s  

P am  Conley . P am  Conley? 

MS . CONLEY : My name i s  Pam Conley . I live 
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at 9 1 7  W. Highland View Drive , Boise , Idaho . 

I would l ike to see an expanion of the 

fourth option , that i s  the no act ion on S I S ,  in the f inal 

E I S .  Many factors concerning th i s option and how it 

compares to the others w e r e  le ft  out . And I ",�()uld like 

to go through some of those . 

The first would be the health of the workers . 

It must do somet h i ng to a person ' s  m i nd to work on a 

pro j e c t  that has the potential to destroy themselves, 

their loved ones and the world . The angu i s h  and stress 

they must undergo to accept such a job, and the more 

accepting they will be if i t ' s  the only job around , 

should be researched . This mental s t a t e  doesn ' t  occur 

under the option of no action on the S I S .  And if you 

want a group of people to researc h ,  you mig ht go to the 

Tri-Ci t i e s  and check that out . 

If j obs are the main push for Idahoans to 

accept SIS , a better approach would be to have INEL study 

and develop ways to decommission the present nuclear 

plants that we have , process and contain nuclear wa stes , 

and study safer transportation of wa s te s .  

Second l y ,  there i s  n o  mention of how option 

no action on SIS would help encourage and support our 

national effort t o  rid the world of nuclear weapon s ,  whi c h ,  

supposed l y ,  President Reagan i s  wor k i ng o n  r ight n o w .  The 
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environmental impact of this would be wor ld-wide , and 

i t  would be of world-wide environmenta l benef i t .  

Thirdly , there would be n o  new radioactive 

wastes to deal with at INEL or on our roaqs ,  with the 

no action alternative . The DOE ' s  - - their track record 

for deal ing with nuclear wastes is not a good one . In 

19 8 5 ,  I had an opportunity to see how DOE operated its 

nuclear waste dump s it e  a t  Hanford . It was appal l ing 

with its half-buried and corroded jumble of barre l s . It  

turns out that no government agency has the authority to 

oversee DOE ' s  dumping operations , u n l ike the private 

sector that i s  more c losely monitor e d .  

I don t t  trust DOE t o  be any more 

conscientious at INEL . With INEL a lready a probable 

Superfund site , I don ' t  trust the DOE to protect the 

Snake River aqui fer , no matter wha t the DEIS says . We 

will be sorry if we do . 

So it stands on the bene f i t s  of option 

no action on the S I S  and then compare the other options to 

i t ,  and no action on SIS wi l l  stand out as the clear 

winner for a l ivab l e ,  economica l ly stable and safe Idaho . 

Thank you . 

MR . EIGUREN : The written comments of 

Ms . Conley wi l l  be Exhibit 238 in the hearing record . 

(Exhib i t  No.  2 3 8  was marked and entered . )  
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MR . EIGUREN : The next scheduled commenter 

is Barry Dow. Barry Dow? 

Leonard NaIt . 

MR. NOLT : My name is Leonard Nal t .  I l ive 

a t  3 0 1 6  Arthur Street in Bo i s e .  

A n  a r t i c l e  in yesterday ' s  Idaho Statesman 

commented on the large number of chi ldren receiving DPT 

shots in Ada County . There is an epidemic of whooping 

cough in this area , and responsible parents are acting 

to protect the health of t heir chi ldren by having them 

immunized against that potential k i l le r . 

There is a l so an epidemic of nuclear 

weapons in the wor l d ,  and responsible c i tizens everywhere 

are acting to protect the health of their generation and 

o f  future generations by saying " No "  to the production 

o f  more .  

Idahoans a l so must say "No " to those who 

practice the idolatry of trusting in nuclear weapons for 

their secur i ty , There is no cure for nuclear war . Like 

AIDS,  i t  can only be avoided or prevented . Only a couple 

hundred warheads are needed to wipe out every large c i ty 

on the earth . The U . S . , a llegedly a civi l i z ed , Chri stian 

nation, a lready has over 2 5 / 0 0 0 . If nuclear warheads are 

such a great source of security , why do we need so many? 

I f , a s  the number we have suggest s ,  they don ' t  provide 
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much security at a l l ,  why do we want to make more? 

Members of the Idaho congress ional 

delegation are stumbling a l l over themselves in their 

eagerness to give the m i l i tary industrial complex another 

blank check of the taxpayer s '  dollar s .  I don ' t  believe 

that the taxpayer s of this country OWe the people of 

eastern Idaho yovernment jobs . But if we d o ,  as those 

who argue in support of SIS because of the jobs it wi l l  

provide are implying , let ' s  pay them to d o  something that 

supports and nurtures human life rather than something 

that threatens to destroy l ife . Let ' s  pay them to do 

something that enhances the process of arms control 

instead of work that undermines the credibility of recent 

arms control agreements that the U � S .  and the Soviet Union 

have si gned . 

If no such jobs are available, I would sti l l  

rather see m y  tax dollars g o  to pay them t o  d o  nothing - -

somewhat l ike we pay our Senators and Representatives --

rather than produce a product tha t ,  i f  i t ' s  never used , 

wi l l  s t i l l  be an ongoing threat to the health and security 

of our nation and its peop le ,  and i f  it i s  used , it wil l  

bring about the end o f  civili zation a s  we know i t .  

Thank you , 

MR . EIGUREN : The written comments of 

Leonard Nolt wi l l  be marked as Exhibit 239 and entered 
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into the record . 

(Exhibit No , 2 3 9  was marked and entered . ). 

MR . EIGUREN: The next scheduled commenter 

is Laura Carson . Laura Carson? 

Jenny OeFogg i . Jenny OeFog g i ?  

Claire Turner . Cla ire Turner? 

Jennie Thomas . Jennie Thomas? 

Mike Blain . 

MR . BLA 1 N :  M y  name is Michael Blain ; I live 

in Boi s e ,  Idaho at 1 0 1 2  Fort Street . I am a sociologist 

and a concerned citi zen . I would l ike to comment on the 

OEIS from both perspec tives . 

Host of my research as a sociologist , I do 

rhetor ical studies of political propaganda . And in :r..y 

judgment , this OBIS is pol i t ical propaganda . It is not 

a real rationa l ,  real i s t ic e f fort to assess the effec t s  

of t h i s  program . Tha t ' s  m y  conclusion,  to start wit h ,  as 

a sociolog i s t .  

As a concerned c iti zen , I r.ave done a lot 

of reading on the heal t h  e f fects o f radiation and 

radionuc lides on human being s ,  and I would l ike to address 

that po i nt tonight . 

L a s t  spring I asked that the OEIS address 

three d i f ferent areas of radiological impac t :  on the 

wild l i f e ,  on the worker s ,  and on the pUblic . The OEIS 
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doesn ' t  address the rqdiological impacts on the animals 

a t  a l l ,  in spite of the tact that I have tables from the 

scient i f i c , scientific documents published in Health 

Phys ics , Journal of Wildlife which shows that 

the animals -- pronghorn ,  j ack rabbi t s ,  bird s ,  every thing -

have been exposed at INEL and are permanently exposed 

because the environment of JNEL is permanently exposed 

to plutonium and radioiodine for the next 1 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  

years . W e  already know that from t h e  pa s t .  There is no 

a s s (; ssment of that impa c t  in the DEIS . 

I would like to see an assessment of the 

radiological impact on the wildlife downwind of the SIS 

done . 

Second l y ,  on the worker s .  They d i d  do 

a hea lth analysis on both workers and the pub l i c .  I n  

fac t ,  J would argue that t h i s  is t h e  most technologically 

d iff icult part of t h i s  DEIS to come to terms with . nut 

I recommend a l l  of you go to the appendix of this document 

and make the effor t ,  because you can find some things , 

some interesting things to note about their ana lys i s .  

And I would l ike t o  spend some time with the public health 

analysis with you , just to give you an idea . 

These two mod e l s  to ana lyze the radiological 

impacts to the hea l t h .  F irst of a l l ,  you have to have a 

mode l  on the migration of the rad i a t i on from the plants 

2 4 1  
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to the popula tion . So they used a model cal led 

"AIRDOS-EPA . "  I t ' s  a very soph i s t icated model . They have 

a computer program for i t .  I would subm i t  t o  you that we 

as citiz ens trying to come to terms with this DEIS 

documen t have not had a fair amount of time to do the 

same kind of ana lysis tha t took the Department of Energy 

to do for a year , and 1 1 m expected to try and understand 

this model in a month ,  and I ' m trained in the sciences 

and so on, and i t ' s  very difficult without access to 

computer mod e l s  and the data that are used , which are not 

provided to the public to  use to see if the numbers are 

righ t .  

t-\'ho knows? Maybe their names a r e  wrong . 

They should be checked out ,  they should be checked out 

independently . 

Second l y ,  when we look at the assumptions 

that the models that they use on dose -r e sponse , y'au know, 

how much radiation do you have to  be exposed to  before 

you get cancer . Righ t .  They make a l l  kinds o f  

as sumptions . They u s e  t h e  a s sumptions t ha t  a r e  bui l t  into 

the BEIR - I I I  Mod e l ,  biological effects of ion i z i ng 

radiation , the report produced by the National Academy 

of Science in 1 9 8 0 .  I t ' s  outdated , i t ' s  a sham. 

The mod e l , the a s sumptions they u se  don ' t  

even take into account the effects o f  radiation on 
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children , for examp le , from one to ten years of age . 

They ' re the most radio-sensi tive of a l l  of the human 

beings that are going to be exposed to t h i s  operation . 

So they claim, they go on to make the c laim, they imbed 

their argument that t h i s  is a hea l t h y ,  safe , k ind of 

report or program, using assumptions tha� don ' t  even take 

into account the e f fects of rad i a t ion on the young . Okay? 

Tha t ' s  j u s t  one area . 

If you look at the assumptions that they 

talk about - - and an earl ier person ment ioned th i s ,  but 

I want to mention this again - - their he�lth r i sk analy s i s  

o n l y  takes i n t o  account one year o f  exposure . Okay? One 

year of exposure . And then they run it out over 50 year s ,  

"vlell , i f  you were exposed for one year , this is what 

the probabilities would be for 50 years . "  Okay . I could 

go on . There are at least two or three more thought s .  

Thi s  i s  a n  incompetently done health 

assessment by contemporary epidemiolog ical standard s .  

And I recommend you a l l  look i n  the Journal o f  Epidemiology 

over the last year to find stu d i e s  that show there have 

been health effects all around Hanford -- congenital 

health effects on the young around Hanford , and a l so an 

excess of a variety of kinds of cancp.rs i n  people who 

�ork in these faci l i t ie s .  

Thank you very �ch .  
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MR . EIGUREN: }lr . Blain l s  extensive written 

comment s  and c r i t ique w i l l  be included i n  the record 

a s  Exh ibit No . 2 4 0 .  

(Exhibit No . 2 4 0  was marked and entered , )  

MR . EIGUREN : Moving on down the l i s t .  

John Harms . John Harms? 

Jane Hol t .  Jane Hol t ?  

M r .  Richardson . Mr . Richardson? 

Ed Wardwel l .  

MR . WARDWEL L :  My name i s  Ed Wardwe l l ;  I 

l ive at 9 7 2 1  Telfair Drive here in Boise . I am a school 

teacher and have taugh t science and social stud i e s . 

Hy purpose here tonight in speaking is to 

hopefully inspire DOE to l i s ten to those of us who 

be l i eve that there is a h igher purpose in l i fe than to 

make more nuclear trigger s .  

The Pentagon and the DOE remind m e  very 

much of the drug add icts -- their rat ionale of the 

consequences of their action s .  �u s t  l ike the add ic t , the 

Pentagon and the DOE face their addictions on a lack 

of self-assurance and the fear of the unknown . The 

perceived security i s  reflected by the current perverted 

level of nuclear weapons , a fear a s  that of the 

so-ca l led " Ev i l  Emp ir e "  which Ronald Reagan is about to 

v i s i t . 
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2 I to feed i t s  addiction of insecurity and fear with a new 

3 1 dose of short-term j ob s .  This addiction saps our mor a l , 

4 our soc i a l ,  our economic strength . In order to get the 

5 1 next on weapon s ,  

. 

he has m i s led us in this DEIS about the 6 1 needs t economics and safeguards for the pub l i c .  
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The DOE and the m i l itary-industrial complex 

i s  pushing this S I S  like -- i t ' s  like the add ict that 

w i l l  l ie ,  cheat and stea l  for its s e l f i s h  purposes . The 

one bright not e ,  as i t  i s  with any add ict , j s  the c a l l  

f o r  h e l p  -- your d i sclaimer statement did such a thing . 

It says that you are not re spons i b l e  for the accuracy of 

the D E l S  contents in thi s repor t .  A Freudian s l ip as i t  

m i g h t  be , w e  take i t  a c a l l  for h e lp . We are here t o  

h e l p  you . Just s a y  no . 

Tha nk you . 

MR . E I GUREN : We have marked as Exhibit 2 4 1  

t h e  writ ten comments of Mr . E d  Wardwe l l .  

( Exhibit No . 2 4 1  was marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGOREN : Mov ing on down the speakers 

l i st . Warren Cornwa l l .  Warren Cornwa l l ?  

M i k e  Hugh e s .  7'Hke j;'"u<J he s ?  

Ole Cram . Ole Cram? 

2S Margaret Keener , 3 4 2 3  North I 
Margaret Keener . 

MS _ KEENER : I ' m 

2 4 5  
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3 9 t h , Bo i s e ,  Idaho . 

Native Idahoan, former school teacher , a 

housewife and gardener . 

I am opposed to the construction of the S I S .  

When I received t h e  b i g  Impact Statement book for study 

with my name printed in i t ,  I tried to f igure out why . 

Was it because I went on the Church Women United tour o f 

the INEL? But ,  i t  seemed t hat none of the r e s t  o f t he 

lad i e s  got one . I decided it was because I chaired the 

Peace and Ju stice Commi t te e  of the Bo ise F ir s t  

Presbyterian Church . Our group h a d  studied the i s sue 

and written a letter to the INEL executive ·voicing our 

opposition .  

Our National Presbyterian General Assembly 

had just made a clear statement against diverting our 

manpower and resources from constructive use , r i sking 

the annihi lat ion of mankind . 

As I was studying the manna 1 ,  my husband 

ca lled my attention to a l it t le blurb on the bottom o f 

the inside cover saying that the government takes no  

respon s i b i l i t y  for ar.ything printed inside t h i s  book . 

That real ly did it for me . I put it down and picked up 

the latest magaz ine , and there was an article 

ent i t led IlWh i l e  the EPA f iddle-didd l e s ,  the town o f 

Jacksonvi lle , Arkansas i s  being poisoned - - o nly a wire 
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fence that divides a school ground Yrom the most toxic 

dump -- 2 , 8 0 0  barre l s  of unused Agent Orange in uncovered , 

leaking barre l s .  The sUffering and death those c i t i zens 

i n  Arkansas have endured is unbelievable . A study 

suggests i t  may take $ 2 2 -b i l lion to clean up our dumps 

around the Uni ted States . "  

A few years ago my husband was deer hunting 

in the INEL-Arco area when the earthquake s�ruck and 

k i l l ed a child . How can we even think of placing the 

roo st toxic chemical known to mankind on an earthquake 

fault? 

One of the enjoyable parts of my l ife i s  

seeing the wonders of growing plants in our garden . 

know what even pesticides can do to ruin plants . I also 

know the wind and the water carry poisons and vapor s .  

want our generation to enjoy the wonders o f  God ' s  creation . 

Idaho has such nature that few other states can boas t .  

Let ' s  keep i t  that way . 

MR . EIGUREN : The written comments of 

Margaret Keener wil l  be entered into the record as 

Exhibit No . 2 4 2 .  

( Exhibit No . 2 4 2  was �narked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN: Mov ing down the witness l i s t . 

Jean Boyles? 

Lest you all be concerned , this is already 

2 4 7  
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cleared with the chair . 

F i r st state your name and address for the 

record . 

MR . BAKER: Ye s .  My name is Dick Baker , 

and I live at 4 1 7  North Garden , and I am a professor 

of sociology at Boise State Univer s i t y ,  and have been 

there for 15 yea r s .  

You might think these creatures alongs�de 

of me are workers Irom the INEL , but I would l i ke to make 

a mode st proposal -- I would like to make a proposal to 

an a lternative to the S I S ,  that there is really a more 

serious danger to Amer ican society . 

Scient ists and astronomers have found in 

a d i s tant ga laxy a planet c a lled Vermiculus , and on the 

planet Vermiculus , these creatures have destroyed their 

own environmen t and now are looking for a new place to 

live.  These two were captured in Wyoming . We have been 

inve stigating them for some time, and the most terrible 

thing about them i s  that they eat human bein g s .  

NOW, luc k i ly , a t  the W i l ly Wonka laboratory 

in W i l l y ,  Wyoming , we have been trying to f i nd a solution 

to this problem; and we have a proposal for the Depar t�r;ent 

of Energy : We have a prototype . We have devel oped a 

new Mini Laser Cannon M i s s i le , and we propose that the 

Department of Energy use the MMLCM to build the VKD at the 

2 4 8  
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One of the enjoyable parts of my life is

seeing the wonders of growing plants in our garden. I

know what even pesticides can do to ruin plants. I also

know the wind and the water carry poisons and vapors. I
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INEL . The VKD is the \,"errniculus· Kan i t  Destroyer . 

NOw, one might think that we can j us t  use 

the nuclear bombs from the SIS to s top these Verrniculus 

Kanits as they try to enter our planet and take over the 

planet earth . But , in our research we have found that the 

Vermiculus Kanit in fact eats plutonium as a vitamin 

supplement . 

Now , we propos e ,  the Willy {-Janka research 

team proposes to put a t  the INEL a hundred thousand of 

our m i s s i le cannons and shoot our lasers into outer space . 

But to do that e ffective l y ,  Willy Nonka had to find 

something that was e f fective to eliminate them, and I have 

it here with me -- the acronym is SPUD , and it is in fact 

the Idaho potato ( indicating ) . 

NOW, if you ' re with me , the proposal that 

I have is that the INEL shoot o f f  hundreds of mill ions 

of potatoes into outer space for the next five year s .  

And look at the advantages o f  this proposal over the SIS : 

It w i l l  create twice as many j cbs . Some 

of my colle agues m e t  this a f t ernoon with Senator Symms 

and -- wha t ' s  our other Senator -- McClur e ,  and with 

Craig . And it ' s  only rumors now , but we told them we 

have the VKD and would employ twice as many people . 

And they said , " Say no more . We '. re for i t . " 

Syroms had one condition -- he said you have 

2 4 9  
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to teach them to speak Eng l i s h  and then k i l l  them . "  

Can you picture t h i s ?  Next week I 'm going 

over to Idaho Falls ; I plan to have a ra l l y .  1 ' 1 1  have them 

marching them down the streets of Idaho F a l l s  saying , 

"Yes , ye s ,  VKD . "  

There ' s  some other important aspects that 

we should take more serious l y ,  and one of those that is 

the most serious i s  that the Russians are far ahead of us 

-- they have bigger laser s ,  they have bigger missi l e s .  

And s o ,  we ' re i n  very serious trouble o n  t h a t  count .  And 

one of the things that ' s  r e a l ly an advantage of our 

program is that we ' l l  have some endless technological 

spin-offs : We ' l l have the potato soft drink , potato 

j e l l o ,  potato fudge , and you might be able to think of 

several more . 

NOw , there may be some doubte r s ,  "Thi s i s  

going t o  c o s t  t o o  much . I t ' s  a was te of our tax dollar s .  

It ' s  a waste o f  our resources . I t ' s  going to k i l l  the 

deficit , "  

But ,  remember , a l l  o f  that applies to the 

SIS .  

NOW , some of you may think t h a t  this 

proposal i s  foolish , and dumb , and s i lly . But I 'm t e l lin g  

you , to me i t  makes a h e l l  of a lot more se n se  to shoot 

m i l lions of potatoes into outer space than to have those 

2 5 0  
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crackpots build the SIS . 

MR .  EIGUREN : Dick , do you want to �ntroduce 

your two a s s i stants? 

l-lR . BAKER : I only have Verrniculus Kan i t s .  

Th i s  i s  m y  wi f e ,  A l ic i a ,  and m y  son , Nichola s .  

MR.  EIGUREN : Thank you . I do appreciate 

the fact you kept it within f ive ninut e s . 

Our next cornrnenter is Rocky Carpenter . 

MR . CARPENTER : Howdy ! I ' m Rocky Carpenter 

and I am opposed to the SIS Proj ect . I have lived in 

Idaho all but the first six months of my l i f e ,  and that ' s  

4 0  years now. 

I make my livel ihood by being a contractor , 

and I love jobs , and I love big jobs because they g ive 

me security and pay for a l l  the things that I like and 

need . 

Bein? in the construction bu siness now s i nce 

1 9 7 5 , you wi l l  find my ads in the Yel low Pages , the 

Statesma n ,  and several other areas of advert ising . 

like exposure . I l ike j ob s . 

What I have exper ienced is t h i s ,  that I have 

not been called once to bid on any of the many big j obs 

that are now going on i n  the Boise area . Having talked 

to the owner of a local lumber company recent l y ,  I asked 

i f  his business had picked u p .  And his response was that 
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and they order mos t  of their mater i a l s  from out of sta te . 

The bulk of the labor force is a lso  brought i n .  

So , as you can see , the construction of the 

SIS more than l i kely w i l l  do very l i t t l e  to help the 

local worker s ,  the ones that are need ing the work and 

money _ In fact , yesterday, as I got t h i s  paper out of 

my ma i lbox dated March 2 3 rd ,  1 9 8 8 ,  on the very front page 

I noticed " Local workers miss out on j ob s . "  This i s  i n  

r e f erence t o  the Broadway-Chinden connec tor . 

But I would l ike to quote in here that 

Mark Brigg s ,  who serves as the head o f the local 

Carpenters Union and who hand les much of the build ing 

trade business for the l ocal AFL-CIO o f f ice sa i d ,  

"out-of-state contractors are not even h i r ing Idaho 

worker s ,  whether they are members of the union or not , "  

He a l so goes on to say , " So I guess the 

t h i ng that rea l ly burns me up is them u s i ng Sa l t  Lake 

City worke r s ,  who are going to be sending the vast bulk 

of the ir paychecks back to Utah , wh i le we ' ve got people 

r ight here who need work , "  both union and non-un ion . 

"The local economy i s  being r ipped o f f  b i g  t im e .  

" I  know for a fact , "  h e  says , "a  lot 

of the carpenters who tr ied t o  get on t he r e ,  but they 

j u st d idn ' t  get h i r ed . "  
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I am a lso opposed to the SIS Project because 

I see no reason to transport the hazardous wastes from 

a l l over the country . The experts say that everything 

wi l l  be okay , but isn ' t  that what they have told us a l l  

along about toxic wa ste . 

Remember the toxic spi l l  that occurred last 

December on the Sal�on River . What it that had been 

plutonium not sealed properly? Human error happens .  I t  

happens every day . Tha t ' s  what happened to the Challenger 

and her crew . It could happen here in Idaho with 

plutonium or its waste product s .  

The long-term dangers are : Idaho could 

become an endangered state by storing plutonium wastes . 

An accident en route is l i ke ly to happen as we witnessed 

with the Sa lmon River spi l l .  Our Snake River aquifer 

could very easily become contaminated and therefore affect 

most of southern Idaho ' s  farmers and their crops . Tourism 

would cease because of the contaminated waterways . The 

dangers far outwe igh the short-term monetary pocketbooks 

that only a very few individuals would exper ienc e .  

I don ' t  want plutonium shipped into Idaho 

from a l l over the country . I don ' t  want plutonium 

shipped through Boi s e . I don ' t  want plutonium recycled 

into any more warheads that this world does not need . 

Let us here in Idaho be an example to the rest of the 
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world and not prostitute ourselves for the short-term 

money . Let us enjoy our pristine Idaho . Idaho needs 

c lean i ndustry , not plutonium i ndustry . Idaho should not 

be labeled as the state that has a lot of land and 

therefore should be a storage place for plutonium wa ste .  

Thank you . 

MR.  EIGUREN : Included in the record w i l l  

be Exh ibit 2 4 3 ,  wh ich is t h e  written comments of 

Rocky Carpenter as we l l  a s the newspaper article he 

refe renced in his comments . 

(Exh i b i t  No . 243 was marked and entered . )  

MR.  EIGUREN : Moving on down the witness 

l ist . 

John Sti nson-Wi lge . John S t in son-Hi lge? 

John Dadaby . 

MR . DADABY : My name is John Dadaby ; and I 

l ive here in Boise at 2005  North 17th . I have a famil y .  

I 'm a businessman, and I need more jobs . I am a 

taxpayer . I am for no SIS act ion . 

From 1963 through 196 5 ,  I lived in a smal l  

town i n  the north Indian state of Punj a b ,  Indi a ,  near 

the border of Pak i stan . A war was in progress between 

these two countrie s ,  and tension and hatred ran hot . 

Indians against Pakista n i s ,  Moslems aqainst Hindu s ,  Sikhs 

against the Ind ian government .  I am not a '-Iar veteran , 

254 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 1 7 

5 . 3 0 . 2 . 5  

1 . 1  

2

3

4

6

7

9

19

73

25

0 00x 578

BOISE 103,40 B0701

120BI 3301.0208

2

3

4

6

7

9

25

P 0 BOX 37.11

0013E,103110 03701

13010 336-9208



....... 
N 
co 

6 . 3  

10 

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

14 

,.  

, .  

1 7  

18  

1 9  

20 

21 

22 

23 

2' 

25 

but as a child living here in a war zone , this experience 

gave me a real aversion to war . 

These people s t i l l  hate each other today . 

The war d id not solve anything . India has the bomb; 

Pakistan probably has the bomb . Can you imagine Iran 

and Iraq today with the bomb? The powerful countries of 

the world have become addicted to a very dangerous drug 

called "l'lutonium . "  And like most junkies , they always 

have an excuse as to why they cannot kick the habi t .  

How long are we going to l isten t o  their 

empty promises to quit the habit? When will they get an 

overdose? 

We need to spend our resource s ,  our tax 

dollars on rehabilitation of our dangerous national habit .  

I 'm not a n  economist , but I do know that pluton ium and 

nuclear weapons do not produce goods and services needed 

for a healthy economy . They sit in storage, waiting for 

the day they w i l l  be use d .  

I f  you are a n  Idahoan with any IDoral 

integrity at al l ,  you cannot support the SIS Project 

anywhere on our beautiful planet . 

MR , E IGUREN : We ' re at Order No. 77 on the 

a f ternoon l i s t .  

Ms . Beverly Miller . Beverly Miller? 

David Mills . David Mills? 
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Janet Cosho . Janet Cosho? 

David Doug las . 

HR . DOUGLAS : Her e .  

HR . EIGUREN: Thank you . 

HR . DOUGLAS : My name is David Doug la s ;  and 

I live at 3025 Hillway Drive , Boise . I speak from my 

I would like to comment on my impressions here . I thought 

I ' d sit here . I saw no need to speak . But I found that 

I can only f e e l  humbl e  before the e f forts of so many 

people to put over , to cooperat8 with the Department of 

Energy . I ' ve been entertained , educated , impressed, I 

think conVinced , and I hope that at least to some degree 

the Department of Energy people have the same reaction . 

am here to voice my objections to the 

SIS Project now being proposed to be located in Idaho . 

I don ' t  pretend to be an expert on atomic matter s ,  but I 

am here as a concerned Idaho c i t i z en worried that the S I S  

scheme brings closer t o  my h orn e  even more of the problems 

of the atomic arms industry . 

The very fact that t h i s  widespread and well 

advert i sed series of hearings sponsored by the Depart:nent 

of Energy are being held convinced me that the problem 

i s  not of the run of the m i l l  variety but one of such 

magnitude that respon sible people in high places want 

input from such as me . 
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And further , it is not only because it i s  

required b y  l aw ,  but because they are wary i f  the proposed 

SIS Project is the proper step to take . 

In order to proceed with the plan,  it i s  

necessary t o  bring quantities o f  plu tonium into our 

community . Exper ts a s sure us that precautions are in 

place to permit safe transpor t ,  holding , and processing 

of tis recognized , extremely dangerous mater ia l .  

The very elaboratene s s  of their effor t s  to 

assure reasonable safe�y in this enterprise raises more 

questions in my mind than it answer s .  

I t  i s  evident many others have the same kind 

of questions as there does not seem to be the usual 

scramble among states and ci ties to locate the SIS 

installat ion in their commu n i ty .  As far as I know, the 

Department of Energy has never considered placing the 

plant close to any densely populated area s .  

have lived long enough t o  know that life 

for individuals and communities i s  f i lled with r i sk s .  

The question then i s ,  d o  the r i sks taken promise a better 

fu ture for you and you r s ?  

In v i e w  of t h e  already agreed upon Arms 

Control Treaty and the promise in the near future of a 

more far-reaching control treaty and the consequent 

redundancy of existing bomb s ,  the need to add bomb-qu a l i ty 
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pluton ium to our exis t i ng stores i s  less than zero i n  the 

view of many expert s .  

Indeed the problem now i s  what t o  do with 

the tons of plutonium we now have on hand . Were the 

Department of Energy to launch a rea l serious program to  

put plutonium back where i t  came fr o m,  i t  would entai l  

the spending of b i l l ions o f  dollar s , creating hundreds or 

thousands of jobs , and taking enormous r i sk s ,  which I for 

one would be only too wi l l ing to take . 

MR . EIGUREN : The wr i tten comments of 

David Doug las w i l l  be marked a s  Exhibit 2 4 4  and entered 

into the record . 

(Exhibit No . 2 4 4  was marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUR:CN : N'e are now at Order No . 0 1  

on t h e  after noon witne s s  l i s t .  

Alvin W .  Joslyn . A:vin W .  Joslyn? 

Order No . 82 has a lr eady been passed over ; 

that was Monte W i l son who spoke earl ier . 

8 3 ,  .Hr . Paul B .  Pulsy . Paul B .  Pul sy '? 

Order 3 4 ,  Chr i s  DuPon t .  Chr i s  DuPont ?  

Shirley Stetson . Shirley Stetson? 

Randy Stol t z . 

MR . STOLTZ : Ladies and gent lemen, my name 

i s  Randy Stol t z . I live at 1 5 1 5  Campus Lane, Boi s e .  I am 

22 years old and a senior at Boise State Univer sity . 
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Two years ago I did a term paper for a 

geology class on the impact of the Hanford Nuclear 

Reservation on the ground water of the Columbia River 

Ba s in . Based on that research and on my knowledge of 

INEL and Savannah River , I have serious concerns about 

the effect of the Special I sotope Separator on the health 

and safety of the people of southern Idaho . 

would l ike to take a moment and recount a 

few of the more infamous moments in U . S .  nuclear h i s tory . 

Accidental E'JTIiss ions from the Hanfnrd 

Reservation have been contaminating the Columbia Basin 

for nearly half a century . 25 years ago a ser ies of 

mishaps at the Hanford Complex may have released up to 

1 , 20 0  curies of radioactive material apiece according to 

Hanford record s .  B y  comparison , Three M i l e  I s land emitted 

12  to 16 cur ies . 

In 1 9 7 3 ,  a sustained leak in liquid storage 

tanks at Hanford totaling 115 , 0 0 0  gallons went undetected 

for 5 5  days even though levels i n  those tanks were being 

recorded daily . No one compared current readings with 

those from the previous day . 

Last year it was reported that the location 

o f  55 nuclear waste dumps on the Hanford Reservation 

remain a mystery due to m i s sing maps , careless disposal 

pract ice s ,  and missing signs . In one case a dump site 
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""'as found under a parking lot when excavation began for 

some power poles . The m is s ing dump s ites contained 

undetermined amounts of pluton ium , c e s ium , stront ium and 

uran ium . 

The ground water at the Savannah River Plant 

in Macon ( s i c ) , South Carolina , i s  so contaminated with 

trit ium that the plant will have to be kept off l imits  

to the public for at least 100  year s .  Stront ium 9 0  

contamination adds another 2 0 0  year s ,  and i s  creeping 

into surface streams at concentra t ions 4 2 , 5 0 0  t imes the 

EPA standards and about 1 , 0 0 0  times the DOE standard . 

Due to the Savannah River Plant , the 

Tusca loosa aquifer , one of the nation ' s  most important , 

is contaminated . 

Contractors are often unchal lenged by the 

DOE.  For example , the draft performance assessment o f  

t h e  DuPont �operated Savannah River bur ial ground showed 

that every theoretical pred iction of the migration of 

radionuclide contamination in ground water made by DuPont 

was i n  error . 

For examp l e ,  in 1 9 7 7  DuPont predicted that 

t r i t ium leaks from buried radioactive materiills downward 

into the ground water would not outcrop into a surface 

stream for 7 0  yea r s ,  and when i t  did outcrop, i t  would be 

very d i luted and quite safe . The f i r s t  outcrop actua l ly 
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occurred one year later at a concentration 3 0 0  times the 

EPA drinking water standards .  

DuPont found out i n  1 9 8 1  that the ground 

water around the Savannah River P lant was contaminated , 

but it kept this i n formation from the DOE , from its own 

employees until an investigation by the South Carolina 

Health and Environmental Control led to shutting down 

four drink ing water wel l s .  

Toxic waste pollution i s  extremely hazardous 

to the food chai n .  According to former DOE waste 

management spec i a l i s t  'i'li lliaro Lawle ss , " Hanford has the 

worst soil contamination problem i n  America , and 

radioactive contamination of ground water is staggering . "  

Such contamination i n  agricultural areas 

affects the populace of entire region s .  For exampl e ,  

most o f  the alfalfa grown i n  the Columbia River Ba sin goes 

to feed dairy herds west of the Cascad e s .  The milk from 

these cows fed tainted hay is then sold in urban areas 

l ike Seattle and Portland . 

Pollut ion from the S I S  obviously would 

pose a threat to the Snake River aquifer and the entire 

southern half of the state . We are told that the j obs 

Idaho would get from this project are worth the r i sks to 

our quality of l i f e .  I could not d i sagree more . 

The state of the art in the nuclear industry 
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s t i l l  encompa sses too many unknown s .  I don ' t  be l i eve 

the unknowns provide any greater margin of protection 

from human error now than they did 10 or 15 years ago . 

People make mistakes . They did 20 years ago , they do 

today , and they wi l l  continue to tomorrow . SIS represents 

another round in the game of nuclear roulette . 

Today in The Statesman there was an article 

about a survey showing that Idaho has the fourth largest 

rate of out-migration in the country . S I S  proponents 

claim their pet project would reduce this trend . But 

I believe that turning Idaho into the armpit of the 

21st  century would i ncrease the l ikelihood of people 

leaving . 

Ladies and gentleme n ,  as a l i felong Idahoa n ,  

I argue that we should rej ect S I S  because the r i sks 

outweigh any foreseeable benefits . There are better 

projects out there . 

MR . EIGUREN : The wr itten comments of 

Randy Stoltz wi l l  be included in the record as 

Exh ibit No,  2 4 5 .  

(Exhibit No . 2 4 5  was marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : We ' re nm." a t  Order 8 7  i n  the 

afternoon session list . 

Mar sha l l  F .  Priess . Mar shal l  F .  Priess? 

Order 8 8 . Lind Bj ornse n .  
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MASTER LIND BJORNSEN : My name is Lind 

Bjorn sen, and I live at 707 O ' Farrell in Bo ise . 

I am against the proposed S I S  for several 

reason s .  The f irst start s out in Hanford , Washington 

where semi ' s  are loaded with plutonium and then these 

semi ' s  travel on open roads where they are susceptible 

to road hazard s ,  or other vehicles wrecking into them. 

I f  they were to have an accident similar to the herbicide 

accident on the Little Salmon Rive r ,  then there would be 

lethal amounts of plutonium in that river for 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  

yea r s .  

I f  t h e  plutonium were t o  successfull:' reach 

the S I S , there is an earthquake r i s k .  A few years back 

the seismic zone was changed from 3 down to 2 .  I t  i s  the 

policy of the Department of Energy not to build in 

seismic zones of 3 or �ore . This was the first downgrade 

of a seismic zone in h i story . 

Then in 1983  there was a serious earthquake . 

Another such quake could potentially release airborne 

plutonium, which i s  its most dangerous state , 

If it got by a l l  of those risks , then i t  

would travel t o  Rocky Flats , Colorado where they would 

make it into nuclear bombs . Even t hough the United States 

already has 2 5 , 0 0 0  nUClear warhead s .  

MR . EIGUREN : The written comments of 
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Lind Bjornsen will b e  inc luded i n  the record of 

Exhibit No . 2 4 6 .  

(Exhibit No . 2 4 6  was marked and entered . )  

HR . EIGUREN: Order 8 9  in the afternoon 

l i s t . Lynn E l l i s . Lynn E l l i s ?  

P a u l  Montgomery . Paul Montgomery? 

Tim Teater . 

MR.  TEATER : I would like to t!lank the DOE 

for a l lowing me to be here . Five minutes is cer tainly 

better than Senator McClure ' s  two-minute Democracy in 

the Wi lderness Hearings . 

The f ir st thing I would l ike to say is that 

I simply can 1 t  see any rational j u s t i ficat ion for further 

weapons grade plutonium. The current supply is 

stunn ingly adequate for the destruction o f  our planet . 

I am not indifferent to the defense needs 

of America . As a combat vet , I have a sensitivity to 

that concern . However , our rel iance on a defense system 

that i s  useful only for self-destruction i s  not in the 

best inter ests of this country . 

It would seem that if there is a weakness 

i n  our nuclear defense,  it would be in the area o f  

mutual inability t o  negotiate an e ffective nuclear arms 

treaty with the Sov ie t  Union . 

Second ly , I absolutely do not want plutonium 
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t ransported over Idaho road s ,  The constant series of 

jackknifed semi -trailer trucks every winter on 

Interstate 84 and the recent pesticide spi l l  i l lustrates 

some of the dangers of this practi c e .  Furthe r ,  the idea 

excuse me . Furthe r ,  has the idea o f  plutonium theft from 

a terror ist h i j acking been given consideration? I know 

it ha s .  It ' s  a rhetorical question . The proposed long 

interstate transport of weapons grade plu tonium presents 

a very real danger of this happening . 

Thi r d ,  while I think that a severe accident 

at the SIS fac i l ity is fairly unlikely,  the fact that the 

INEL i s  over the Snake River aquifer should negate any 

further development at the site . In the event of an 

accident resul ting in plutonium in the aquifer , the 

consequences would be devastating to Idaho . 

Wh ile there have been no catastrophes of 

this nature , the number of close cal l s  and the fact that 

the DOB cannot �ccount for all the plutonium it has 

already produced gives me l ittle comfort in the DOE ' s  

abil i ty to conduct these activities safel y .  

F i nal l y ,  jobs are cited as a benefit of 

this pro j ec t .  I am unconvinced . F i r s t ,  there i s  no 

guarantee that the construct ion f i rms w i l l  be from Idaho 

or tha t many or any of the construction j obs w i l l  be g iven 

to Idahoa n s .  As the gentleman previously had mentioned , 
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you can go right out here and look a t  the overpass 

construction , and unless I 'm mis taken , U tah is not part 

o f  Idaho. 

As I understand it, the useful l i fe o f  the 

project i s  seven or eight years . Then what happens to the 

people tha t are idled out there? Will the DOE help pay 

the unemployment bene f i ts? 

I n  any even t ,  no amoun t  of j obs can j ustify 

this i l l-conceived and dangerous proj ect . After a l l ,  we 

could set people to work growing coca leaves and o!",iUJT'. 

poppies but , of course , that is pretty unaccepta ble . So 

is the S I S .  

Just one thing I would l ike to say about 

thi s .  I know that this get into a pretty emotional 

thing , but as i t ' s  been stated, we ' ve got 2 2 - or 2 5 , 0 0 0  

nuclear warhead s .  I can ' t  help i t .  This i s  tota l ,  

complete and utter insanity . What in the name of God do 

we need more nuclear warheads for? 

You know, I would j u st l i ke to say that I 

hope that Senator McClure ' s  comments this morn ing , which 

were l ike his comments in the Wilderness Hearings , are 

not going to be the way it i s ,  and that i s ,  "It w i l l  be 

built , and it wi l l  be bu ilt in Idaho . "  I hope to God 

that there is some democracy in this country and that the 

w i l l  of the people i s  going to be heard . You might take 
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notice o f  the fact that i t  i s  the people that are speaking 

here, the people that live in Idaho are opposed to i t .  

The m i l i tary-industrial complex , 

Senator McClur e ,  Senator Syrorns and h i s  cronies are for 

i t ,  but the people don ' t  want i t .  

Thank you .  

MR . E IGUREN : Marked and entered into the 

record a s  Exhibit 247 will be the written comments of 

Timothy Teater . 

(Exhibit No . 247 was marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : We are at Order 9 2  on the 

afternoon witness l i s t .  

Joanne Cannon . Joanne Cannon? 

Lisa Osterm i l ler . L i sa Osterm i l ler ? 

Eloise Eccle s .  

M S .  ECCLES :  Hi . M y  name is Eloise Ecc l e s ;  

I 'm an engineer for t h e  C i ty of Bo i s e ,  and I speak for 

myse l f .  

One of m y  duties for t h e  C i t y  is t h e  review 

and approval of industrial accidental spill prevention 

plan s .  S o  I reviewed t h e  portion of t h e  Draft E I S  which 

dealt with facility accidents at the INEL . The 

introduction l isted d i f ferent categories of accidents 

which might occur . Among them was a category called 

Accidents of External Or ig i n .  This category was 
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conspicuously omitted from the f in a l analysis of the 

supposedly wor s t  case accidents . The analys i s  focused 

on only four postulated accidents includ ing : a fire , 

a nuclear c r i t i c a l i t y ,  an uncontrolled chemical react ion, 

and an earthquake . 

The analysis also included a f i fth c a se  

c a l led a " Severe l'�ac i l i t y  Acc ident " in wh ic h  some 

sel ected safety features were a ssumed to fa iJ_ . 'rhe 

analy s i s  of the other four postulated accidents a s sumed 

that c r i tical safety systems were to f u l f i l l  their 

safety functions and mdintain the ir integr i t y .  

Pred ictabl y ,  t h e  reported e f fect o f these 

postulated accidents on people outside the fac i l ity was 

neg l i g ible , with calculated rad i a t ion r e l eases a t  levels 

less than one -m i l lionth o f normal annual background 

radiation for the surrounding popu lation - - which was 

amazing . 

So ba sically the DOE is c laiming they will 

build safety features i n t o  t h e  SIS f a c i l ity which will 

provide essentia l ly complete protection to the p u b lic  in  

the event of one of their five pos t u l a ted a cc ident s .  But , 

do these postulated accidents represent the worst case 

scenario of a l l  the pos s ible accidents which could occur 

having comparable probabil ity of occurrence? I don ' t  

know, and neither docs the DOE . 
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I request that the final EIS include an 

analysis  of an explosion of external orig i n ,  with fai lure 

of a l l ,  rather than selected safety feature s . R�sults 

should be tabulated in numbers of dead , injured , or 

birth defective people . We deserve to know the 

consequences of such an accident even though the DOE may 

estimate i t s  probability to be very low , because that 

probabi l ity is based on a series  of a s sumpt ions --

i n formed guesses - - and there i s  too Much at stake here 

to rely on that . 

I bel ieve that once the consequences of 

such an accident are publici zed , people will  decide in 

thp.ir own self-interest that pluton ium i s  not -just a 

material with pecul iar hazards as described by 

Senator McClur e .  Rathe r ,  it i s  a mater i a l  wj Lh 

unacceptable ha zards in these quan t i t ies . 

There is one thing we can say with 

certainty of the SIS  Proj ect and its effect on the 

probabil ity of a catastrophic accj dent , regard l e s s  of 

where it i s  bui lt . It will enabl e the U n ited Statcs to 

build more nuclear weapon s . Each add i t i onal nuclear 

weapon bu i l t  wi l l  incH'!ase the probabi l ity that one wi l l  'I be accidentally detonated someday . Each add itional nucl ear 

weapon built will shorten the lengt.h of t ime we can "" O J  expect to play the game of g lobal nuclear roulette . 
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is the overriding env ironmental i s sue here and i t  i s  

v e r y  re levant t o  t h i s  EIS . Thi s  i s  w h y  I believe the 

no action alterna�ivc should be chosen . 

Thank you . 

MR , EIGUREN : Harked as Exhibit 2 4 8  for 

thc record w i l l  be the written comments of Eloise Eccle s .  

Terry Dennis? 

earl ier toda y .  

I ' m No . 9 7 .  

( Exhibit No . 248  was marked and entered . )  

Order 9 5  on the witness list . Terry Dennis . 

Connie McCl aran . Connie McClaran? 

Thomas B. Eschen . Thomas Eschen spoke 

MS . LOFT ; I think that I took hJ s plac e .  

MR . EIGUREN : �nd your name i s ?  

l-1.S .  LOFT : Andrea Loft . I live at 1 5 1 3  

N .  Front Stree t ,  h e r e  in Bois e .  

I think there ' s  some serious questions that 

have not been an svlcred in the DE I S .  I don ' t  think that 

the adequacy of the containment really has been delved 

into.  We �ve had a l l  sorts of trucking accidents here . 

I don ' t  know that the abil ity of the emergency response 

people here can dea l with plutonium accident s .  Ve ha',,-e 

some pretty substantial windstorms , and we saw in the 

paper about some telephone poles being blown down . 't'1hat 
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if this blows a truck carrying this plutonium, blows it 

i nto a bridge? Is it pos s ible to explode that? I know 

that I at least unders tand that DOE is already aUd i ting 

their containment procedures , because they are recal l ing 

many of them for repair . 

I f  there was one of these windstorms and a 

container broke ope n ,  how far would this contamination go? 

Chernobl contaminated Lapland so that the people can ' t  

even eat their reindeer anymore .  How far would this 

contamination go? 

I am concerned that it ' s  bu ilt at an 

earthquake zone . It also seems to me that this is a fairly 

short pro j e c t ,  over five or seven years it ' s  supposed to 

be bu i l t . I t ' s  going to be funded year by yea r .  We ' re 

going to have people that say, " Oh ,  yes,  we want jobs . 

We are going to buy a hou s e ,  we 're going to buy a new 

refrigera,tor " on t im e .  A l l  of a sudden it ' s  not funded 

for the second or third year , and they can no longer 

afford these thing s .  Are they going to lose everyth ing 

tha t they ' ve a,lready put down into i t ?  The boom or bUst 

economy , that wor r i e s  me, too . 

I was especially impressed with the need 

or the reason to build the SIS,  that it ' s  a redundancy 

factor . That mea,ns there i s  a l ready plenty of supp l i e s ,  

a n d  w e  already know w e  c a n  k i l l  t h e  earth however many 
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times over . There wi l l  certainly be plenty o f  pluton ium 

around at least for the next 2 5 , 000 years , already. We 4 . 7 . 2  
do not need a so-called f lexibi lity of producing on 

demand such a deadly tox i n .  We have plenty already . 

It seems like it ' s  been tac itly assessed 

that we are expected to annihi late one another i n  the 

future . We can see that assessment of annihilating l i fe 

on earth in the IQpact Statemen t .  

I would l ike to be o n  record that the no 1 . 1  
10 bu i ld option i s  the only viable option , viable for l i fe 

I I  o n  earth and viable i n  terms o f  ever increasing federal 6 . 3  
1 2  defic i t . W e  can ' t  afford t o  build this , w e  don ' t  need it . 

13  Thank you . 

14  MR . EIGUREN : We are now at witness 

" Order 9 8 .  Cynthia Brownsmith . 

1 6  DR . BRm'VNSMITH : M y  name i s  Dr . Cynthia 

17 Drownsrnith ; I live at 2 8 0 1  White Pine Lan e ,  Boise . I ' m 

1 8  a mother , I ' m a c l i n ical psycholog i s t , a n d  I have to corne 

19  to talk to you as both . 

2 . 7 . 2  20 I hove read the Environmental Impact 

21 Statement from the Department of Energy , and there is one 

22 g laring omi s sion from the E I S ,  and it i s  the issue of 

23 the psychological and sociological impacts on peopl e ,  

24 don ' t  know if the psychological health of the public i s  

25 irrelevant to the DOE , or they don ' t  care about it , or 
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they ' re so naive as to think that the mental health of 

Americans is not j eopard i z ed by the production of nuclear 

weapon s .  

S ince the DOE has failed to completely 

address the emotional and mental health i ssues of all of 

us , I would first of a l l  cal l for a comp lete rev i s ion Of 

the Environmental Impact Statement , which takes into 

account not on ly the myriad safety conc(�rns which have 

been woe fully a nd inadequately addressed , but also the 

i s sues of mental health of the people - - that ' s  u s .  

I ' m  here t o  represent t o  you that the 

Amer ican Psycholog ical Association , the American 

Psychiatric Assoc iation , the Amer ican Orthopsychiatry 

Assoc iation ,  and the National Associ a t i on of Soc i n l  

Workers have taken very strong positions some years ago 

opposing the development of nuclear weapon s .  

And now I would l i ke to talk to you for a 

few m i nutes about the psychological aspects of build ing 

nuclear weapon s .  F i r s t ,  I would l i ke to talk to you about 

how we are being seduced into a false sense of secu r i t y  

w i t h  nuclear weapo n s .  There is an ever escalat ing 

production of nuclear arm s ,  and it a r i ses from a deep 

sense of fcar i n  the people and a desperate need for power 

in our leader s .  'I'he need for power in our leaders i s  

s o  glaringly apparent t o  you that I ' m not going t o  comment 
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about i t ,  except to say obviously it ' s  there and you 

should look at it . 

The fear is quite another issue , s ince we 

a l l  have that . Fear is perhaps the most nega tive , 

corrosive , perva sive force on this eart h .  If there i s  

an enemy in a l l  of u s ,  i t  i s  o u r  fear . I t ' s  maintained 

by a delus ion about how to achieve n;.I tional security . 

I t ' s  widely accepted that the U . S .  has the 

power to v i rtually destroy Ru s s i a ,  and vice versa . \�e 

have sought a b�lance of not power but terror in the 

product ion of nuclear weapon s .  We reassure ourselves 

of our safety by continuing to produce nuclear weapon s ,  

so we will have the power t o  retaliate i n  case o f  a 

surprise attac k .  

There is a difference between a balance o f  

terror in which o n e  s ide c a n  obliterate t h e  other , and 

one in which both s ides can do so . It is not the balance 

or equa l ity in such a s ituation that constitutes a 

deterrent to nuclear war ,  but is in fact the stabi l i ty o f  

the balance that i s  t h e  deterrent . If indeed stabi l i ty 

of this balance of "power " or terror , as I refer to i t ,  

i s  the only security we have i n  preventing a nuclear war ,  

then we are l iteral ly sel f-destructing t o  ,l. l low the 

ever increasing produc tion o f  nuclear arm s .  The Arms Race 

i s  obviously a tension -increasing spiral of terror . 
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I n  our delusion that we are protecting 

ourselves , we qre in fact q s suring our own destruction 

by destabi l i z ing the balance and increasing the fear . 

And now I ' d like to turn to the actual 

psychological impqct on the people of Idaho . Research 

has sho' .. 'n that when people think of nuclear war ,  they 

say they do not expect to survive it . They report 

feelings of fear , of terror , of worry , 01 sadness . vJomen 

show higher levels of anxiety than men . However , 

tragical l y ,  our children show the highest level of 

anxiety of a l l .  

Surveys o n  the effec ts o f  seeing the f i lm 

'I'he Day After showed that people felt disturbed , 

fr ightened , depressed , numb; some people said they were 

worried and felt a sense o f  hopelessness about the worl d .  

I f  a single viewing of a movie can produce such negative 

pervasive emotions which were reported to last for up to 

two weeks , one can only guess at the ongoing effects on 

the worke r s ,  the community and the people of the State of 

Idaho when actually being confronted daily with weapons 

product ion . 

The increase in stress for the worker s ,  for 

the adult community , and the tortuous effects on our 

chi ldren , are inescapabl e .  The terror exists among 

children world-wide . 
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And now I ' ro going to review for you some 

sta tements from a study pub l i s hed j n  the Journal of the 

American Orthopsychiatry by Russian chi ldren . 

These ar� not chi ldren who l ive in a commun ity where 

nuclear weapons are produced ; they are j u s t  Rus s ian 

chi ldren .  Elcven-year-old Sveta �ay have been re ferring 

to c iv i l  defense i n structions that she had rece ived , and 

that she ma intains that she did not believe i n ,  when she 

said , "They told u s  what we could do to save ourselve s ,  

but I think you can try , but you won ' t  b e  saved from 

nuclear war . "  

Another child named Sveta , age 1 1 ,  in a 

translated med ia account about the personal threat of 

nuclear war sa i d ,  "I watch f i lms or l i s ten to radio . 

can imag ine how bombs will  f a l l on my v i l lage , and 

sometimes at night I cover my self �ith blankets because 

I am afraid . "  

I do not believe the c h i ldren of Idaho or 

this world should be sUbjected to such ni9htly terror , 

Both as a mother and as a psycholog i s t ,  I 

don ' t  want the children of this world to go to bed a t  

n ight to cover themselves w i t h  blankets a n d  with s leepless 

fear i n  the dead of n ight . 

HR . EIGUREN : Speaker Order No.  9 9 .  

Debrq Roberts . 
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M S .  ROBERTS :  My name is Debra Robert s ;  

I l ive at 1 8 1 5  Good in Boise , I am here as an individual 

and not as a representative of any group or organization , 

but I ' d l ike to speak as a member of several groups : 

The first one , a l l  of the creatures that l ive on the face 

of the earth . I really don l t  think we have the r ight 

to pollute Mother Earth that su stai n s  us and gives us 

l i f e . 

Second l y ,  I wou ld l ike to speak as a mother . 

I don ' t  l ike it that �y c h i ldren l ive in fear of nuclear 

war . But ,  listen ing to the testimony today , I thought 

over and over of what unique contribution can I give to 

thi s hearing? And I was reminded of my j ob - - I 'm a 

student at Boise State Univer sity , I will  be an hi storian 

when I graduate . I have been offered and al lowed the 

unique opportunity to work in the Frank Church Senatorial 

Collection . 

Due to my feel i ng s  about the nuclear Arms 

Rac e ,  the nuclear i ndustry , I was a l lowed to proce�s the 

section of Senator Church ' s  papers which covered the 

development of the National Reactor Testing Stat ion , 

which grew up to be INEL . I watched the deve lopment of 

the Atomic Energy Commis sion . I saw the separation into 

URDA , Energy Research and Development Admini stration . 

I watched the Nuclear Regulatory Commission evolve . 
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even watched when Jimmy Carter made the Department of 

Energ y .  

B u t  vhat I want to t a l k  about tOday are 

the f i le after f i le , letter after letter that I read i n  

those paper s ,  that talk about promised jobs t o  Idahoans 

a t  INEL that did n ' t  materialize , people who wrote the i r  

Senator because they were broken promises . People had 

promised them j obs , they had promised them contract s ,  

they were going t o  bui ld the fac i l i ty a t  INEL , and Idaho ' s  

going to get the job.  And it didn I t happen . 1flhere are 

the guarantees of these promised j obs for Idahoans? 

haven ' t  seen any . 

The third group, the last group that I want 

to include myself in and voice my feel ing ror , i s  as an 

Idahoa n .  I ' m a native Idahoan, I w a s  born and rai sed i n  

Idaho . P lease , don ' t  turn my home into a bomb factor y .  

Exercise Option 4 .  

MR . EIGUREN : We are now at witness 

Order No . 100 on the afternoon sess ion l i s t .  We a�e 

going to recess for five �inute s .  

(A recess was taken . )  

MR.  E IGUREN : vle ' re going to resume a t  

witness Order No . 100  in the afternoon session . We ' re 

back on the record . 

The next scheduled comrnenter is Mr . Mike 
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Jones . 

M R .  JONE S :  Thank you , Nr . Chairman . 

Friend s ,  I bel ieve there ' s  something ominous about me 

being the lOOth speaker . I reca l l  a book I recently 

reviewed again , i t ' s  called The 

Hope fully,  I am the hundredth monkey . 

My name is Michael Jones , and I reside at 

5 6 8 6  Bonnie Lane in Bois e ,  Idaho . 

I wish to assure you that I ' m an Iaahoa n ,  

an Idaho native , w i t h  frj.ends in Moscowt Idaho, not 

Moscow, U . S . S . R .  Maybe someday we can a l l  have fr iends 

i n  the U . S . S . R .  But I 'm here to speak about morality , 

common sense, f i scal and environmental re spon s ibi l i t y .  

In other word s ,  I ' m here to discuss those things which 

the SIS Project i s  not , 

If this SJS were truly needed for national 

defense , were clearly environmentally safe , and really 

provided safe and long-term economic gro ... .rth for Idaho, 

I would fully support the SIS. But SIS is not needed , 

it is not c learly saf e ,  nor does it provide for a stable 

economy . Look at the boom and bust of Hanford , 

Washington . 

To say that SIS provides all  these things 

is a myth . And at the r i sk of being didactic , I wish to 

share with you another myt h ,  a myth I remember from my 
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chi ldhood . It ' s  Most reminiscent o,f what we are 

experiencing a s  an American nation i n  our nuclear madness 

that we are fac ing . 

The my-Lh is about the !'hrY9ian King , Kiw; 

Mida s ,  and his desire for a secure and prosperous and 

wealthy k i ngdom . You may reca l l  the Kine; ' s wish "'ias 

granted , and the K i n 9  was able to turn everyday ob j ects 

into gold by his touc h .  His Hida!S touch provided wealth 

and prosper ity,  until that one fateful day, the day when 

his golden touch des troyed his most precious treasur e ,  

h i s  daughter , his  future youth . H i s  golden touch turned 

her into gold . 

The power ful atom and nuclear physics are 

much like the !1 idas touch - - initially promised , it 

provided u s  with security , peace and prosper ity . HoweveL ,  

i t  was a fa iry ta l e .  We were awakened and found this 

truth was only a myt h .  We are not l iving happily ever 

after . 

Nuclear weapon s ,  the unleased power of the 

atom, can and does k i l l .  Look what occurred at Chernoal , 

a peaceful use , and again at Nagasak i ,  a defensive use . 

The sole purpose of the SIS is to create 

bomb s .  The S I S  Project i s  " needed by DOE t o  provide a 

redundancy in the production capacity and technolol}i.cal 

d iver s i ty with respect to the cur�ent dependence of 
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weapons grade plutonium production on the reuctor 

a v a i l a b i l ity to provide a timely response to poten t i a l  

increases in approved needs f o r  weapons grade plutoniwn . " 

How awful and terr i b ly frightening are 

these words in this statement ! What a prospect . The 

SIS is i nsupportabl e .  There is no documented need for 

SIS . 

I have reviewed and I have read the 

Environmental Impact Statement or its oro. f t ;  "I f i nd i t  

is  myopic in i t s  f a i l ing to address key items . I l  r a i l s  

to adequately addr e s s  t h e  long-term d i f ficult i(·? s 0: 

di spos ing of hazardous wastes , let a l one the transport 

of this mater ial through sever a l  state s .  

T t  f a i l s  t o  provide a s surance of the abi l i ty 

of DOE to contain a nuclear incident . There i s  l i ttl e 

in the document to support a conc l u s ion t h � t  there are 

exi s t i ng safeguards in place or eVl2n pos s i b l e  to protect 

the Snake River aquifer or the Columb i a  Ba s i n .  There is  

no emp irical data provider] regar ding earthqudke , volcan.i c  

studies o r  activi t y .  

INEL i s  not t h e  s i te f o r  S I S ,  nor i s  Hanford , 

or Savannah Rive r .  Each of these s i t e s  have t h e  same 

environmental concerns , each suffers the same fatal 

f l aws . S I S  i s  simply unneeded , it i s  an unreasonable 

risky bu s i ne s s . In other word s ,  S I S  is tota l l y  
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i rr.esponsible , i t  i s  immor a l ,  and it i � wrong . 

I further question if the envis ioned 

appropriation of DOE in the Department of Defense which 

may extend for more than two years may fatefully and 

fully be inconsistent with Article 1 ,  Section 8 ,  Clause 

1 2  o f  the United States Con stitution . 

I ask that to see if anybody from DOE h as 

done tha t .  I think it ' s  subver�ion o n  the part o f  the 

Department of Defense to circumvent the United States 

Con s t i tution . The only supportabl e item conta ined in the 

E 1 S ,  and there is something to support in the EIS dra f t ,  

and i t  i s  presented o n  Page 1 . 4 ,  and i t ' s  labeled 

Item 3 :  Take no action . 

I bel ieve no ·action is the best action , i t  

i s  the only a c t i on i n  the best interes t  of a l l  par t i e s  

concerned -- entire hwnanity . 

No draft or final review or rev i s i on o f 

the S I S  docwnent or the E I �  is acceptable . Don ' t  even 

consider i t .  

J ' m afraid w e  may soon be known a s  the 

people who committed mass suicide by destroying our 

world . Let us a l l  remember that a l l  that g lows is not 

gol d .  

Wouldn 1 t  it b e  f a r  wi ser t o  spend t h e  untold 

m i l l ions of dollars that this project would incur on 
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something that would benefit most Idahoans? Wouldn ' t  i t  

make better sensp. to do something m o s t  Idahoans would 

support ?  Wou ldn ' t  it be far better to have the Department 

of Energy cooperate with the Department of Transportation , 

for instance , rather than the Department of Defense? 

Wouldn ' t  it be far wiser and fiscally more defensible and 

prudent to spend m i l l ions of dollars improv ing Idaho ' s  

Highway 9 5 ?  

I know I ' d rather have good highways and 

the ability to swim in the clean wa ters of the Snake and 

the Columbia River s than swim in the nuclear wasted 

dollars that the S I S  Proj ect would need lessly expend . 

I reque s t  you as intell igent individuals 

that you w i l l  reconsider and review your proce s s .  

request that our congressmen who support this dump hol e  

reconsider their support o f  this continued nuclear 

madne s s . We must avoid nuclear de struction a s  an addict 

must avoid poisonous drug s .  And like any nuclear addict , 

we must heed the first lady ' s  advice and "Just learn to 

say no . "  And today I say no , no to SIS . And I ask a l l  

o f  you t o  s a y  n o  to S I S . 

Thank you very much . 

MR . EIGUREN : We ' re in receipt of the 

written c omments of Michael Jones .  They ' ll be marked 

a s  Exhibit 2 5 1  for the record . 
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( Exhibit No . 2 5 1  was marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : Also handed to me by Mr . Jones 

is the written statement of Helen Ostrogorsky, 

O-s-t-r -o-g-o-r-s-k -y ,  of Boise . We ' l l mark that as 

Exhibit No . 252 and put i t  into the record . 

{Exhibit No . 2 5 2  was marked and entered . }  

MR . EIGUREN : We ' re now at witness Order 

Virginia Benne t t .  Virginia Bennett? 

Daniel Fell . Daniel  Fell?  

Ann Hutchinson. Ann Hutchinson? 

Mikc Kobe . Mike Kobe? 

Kate Park i n .  

M S .  PARKIN : Here . 

MR . EIGUREN : P l ease step forward . 

M S .  PARKIN : My name is Kate Park i n ;  I live 

at 1 9 0 5  Dora here in Boise . And I am totally opposed to 

the building of the SIS here in IdailO . Actually , I dare 

to hope that it will not be bui lt at a l l ,  ever . 

The r i sks from trunspcrtotion, refinement 

and storage of plutonium and its W<)St8 l)roducts are 

unacceptable . The fact �:hat the DOl� "\\-2.nts to make fuel 

for nucle3.r f,'ev.pons in rr,y home state i s  unacceptable . 

If the S I S  is built. here , I fear for our 

a i r , our soi l ,  and ground water . I fear for our hea lth , 

safety , and pcace of mind . I fear for our agricultural 
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and tourism industr ies .  

I t  i s  a sorry piece of politicking when the 

promise of jobs is used to gain the support of 

economically troubled people for an unsupportable 

proiect . The needs of these people are rea l .  However , 

it's much less apparent that the need for an SIS is real . 

$ 9 0 0-mill ion could be used to develop and 

sustain many more long-lasting , socially and 

environmentally enhancing jobs than this project ever 

wil l .  

DOE wants u s  to risk permanent environmental 

and economic damage , and relinquish another chunk of 

our state ' s  rights and more of our personal security for 

very short-term and quest ionable economic gai n .  I find 

this to be a horrifying propos ition and say , "NO thanks , "  

HR . EIGUREN : Marked a s  Exhibit No . 2 5 3  

for the record i s  a written comment o f  Kate Parkin . 

(Exhibit No . 2 5 3  was marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : Moving on to witness Order 

No. 106 , David Emberton . David £wberton? 

Order 1 0 7 ,  Jane Houston . 

(A discussion was had off the record , )  

MR . EIGUREN : Please state your name and 

address for the record . 

1'-1S . CASLER : Sally Casler , Boise , Idaho. My 
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testimony says good afternoon , but I ' l l  say good evening . 

As a partner in a small business in Boise,  

I have some concerns about the existence of  the SIS .  

have some personal concerns and I have some that go beyond 

the parameters of my l ife and busin e s s .  I a m  speaking 

today from the point of view of a businesswoman choosing 

to be in Idaho and being a part of creating Idaho ' s  

future . My business supports and promotes two o f  Idaho ' s  

strongest resource s :  agriculture and tourism. 

Our nation is  exper iencing many changes and 

because of these change s ,  there is probably nnt one facet 

of our l ives that is not affected . Just a few days ago , 

I received an issue of a nationally-circulated magazine 

in which an article appears on "The Rise of New America . "  

Within this lengthy article is a map carefully dissecting 

and rating sections of our nation according to the 

strongest long-term growth in the decades ahead and the 

quality of life which will emerge in them . 

I was p leased , yet not surprised , to 

discover that many large sections of Idaho rate the 

highest and most ideal for the future migration of 

individual s  from declining suburbia to rural sections 

of the country with high potential . 

Idaho ' s  geography, h i s tory and growth 

patterns have protected it from hav i ng to make quick 
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decision s .  The people of Idaho have worked very hard to 

promote and maintain a state with high quality 

agricultural products and tourism opportunities .  I am 

no � denying that Idaho does not have problem s ,  but 

fortunately , much of the pristine Idaho is still in 

existence . 

I have some questions to ask the people of 

Idaho: 'What will make Idaho attractive to individuals 

l iving outside of our state so that they will want to 

vacation here or bring their talents and skills and live 

here?" Aside from the many potential hazard s ,  I also a sk ,  

"What would j ust the mere placement of a plutonium plant 

do to that hard-earned reputation? Why do we want to 

j eopardize what many individuals and other states wish 

they stil l  had? 

"Why does it seem so easy to select demise 

rather than life-giving options with a potential of 

building health and prosperity? Why is it that as  a 

people we continuously choose solutions that tempt 

self-destruction? vlliy not build on the fabulous resources 

we have and attract activities that will a ssist in that 

building process rather than to destroy? Why is  there 

even a question of what to do? "  

The SIS i s  an economic as  wel l  as  a moral 

issue , but I see Idaho grasping for economic solutions in 
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the name of "JOBS . "  Unfortunately , in my opinion, the 

SIS is  a hasty solution . I also view the SIS as a 

solution for the Old American Way of solving things .  

hear people justifying their support saying,  "Let ' 5 do 

it because it is an economic opportunity , no matter what 

the cos t "  or "Let ' s  make the big stick of deterrence 

bigger . "  

The people of Idaho have an opportunity to 

make a choice of building its future with the resources 

it  has now . Part of the New America is having a vision 

of what our existence could be and taKing steps toward 

that dream . This might range from picking up litter , 

speaking more kindly to another person , and giving 

something no longer needed to someone e l se , to not having 

a plutonium plant in Idaho ' s  back yar d .  

It 1 S  very simple . v1hy can ' t  Idaho carry 

the dream of being an attractive , thriving and prime 

resource for this nation? 

Unfortunately, part of the legacy of 

building a new, alive America is  also careful l y  weighing 

our decisions . We can no longer get away with quick 

decisions and j ustifying that we just have to suffer the 

consequences or that the short-term gain will help for 

the time being . We can no longer keep patching the hole s .  

I f  w e  r emove the labels  we cal l ourselves ,  
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and each other , and our ways o f  organiz ing , and our 

j ustif ications for the choices we make , what we simply 

are are human beings l iving on this planet , consuming and 

abusing the resources that this land provides . As humans , 

we have no problem to be the caretakers of our homes , 

our personal property , our children , our car s ,  et cetera;  

but we often forget that we are also caretakers of  the 

earth . As a whole , we are doing a pretty poor j ob of it . 

As political figures , business people , 

res idents ,  children , we are all human beings who must make 

our dai ly decisions with a conscienc e .  I cannot afford 

the S I S .  Idaho cannot afford the S I S .  American cannot 

afford SIS . 

MR . EIGUREN : Marked as Exhibit No . 254  for 

inclusion in the record will be the written comments of 

Sally Casler . 

(Exhibit No. 254  was marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGU REN : We ' re at witness No.  1 0 8 , 

Chuck Hansen . Chuck Hansen? 

Kit Bradley . Kit Bradley? 

Mark Tor f .  

MR. TORF : Good evening . My name is 

Mark Torf ; I reside in Boise , Idaho . I appreciate the 

opportunity to present a list of concerns and questions 

regarding the Draft EIS for the Special I sotope Separation 
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Proj ect . 

I am a consultant emphasizing hazardous 

materials management. Formerly , I was the Compliance 

Section Manager for the Idaho Department of Health and 

Welfare ' s  Hazardous Materials Bureau . My responsibilities 

included managing the Bureau ' s  permitting and enforcement 

of radioactive materials and hazardous wa ste . 

Prior to thi s ,  I was employed by the 

State of Idaho as a Senior vi'ater Qua lity Specialist and 

of the State of Ohio as the lead chemist for the Ohio 

Environmental Protection Agency ' s  Office of Emergency 

Response .  

Furthe r ,  I have initiated and managed the 

cleanup of contaminated soil and ground water at numerous 

governmental and private facilitie s .  Thu s ,  I am very 

familiar with state and federal environmental laws 

concerning waste generation and management .  

I will focus roy testimony on same o f  the 

environmental and regulatory consequences of siting the 

Spec ial Isotope Separator at the INEL , and emphasize 

issues which should be reexamined in finalizing the 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement . 

The SIS facility would discharge an 

additional 7 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  gal lons of waste water annually to 

the existing Chemical Processing P lant percolation ponds , 
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according to the DEIS . Section 4 . 5 . 1 . 3  includes the 

waste water discharge in a list of possible cumulative 

impacts on ground water . Thi s  represents a 12 percent 

increase in the total volume of waste disposed in these 

pond s .  

I n  the past, the u . s .  DOE has repeatedly 

stressed that the percolation ponds were constructed 

simply as a temporary alternative to deep well injection 

of radioactive and chemical waste s .  Yet ,  construction 

of the SIS would increase reliance on these pond s .  

Currently,  approximately 1 0 , 000  gallons 

o£ waste water containing radioisotopes and residual 

chemicals are combined with nearly 2 , 0 00 , 000  gallons of 

relatively clean waste water and dumped into the pond 

each day . Even with this massive dilution , the waste 

water seeping toward the aquifer still exceeds the 

State of Idaho ' s  proposed ground water protection 

standards . The addition o£ SIS waste water could 

complicate matters further .  

Downward percolation of waste water has 

likely dispersed contaminants through the soil  and 

fractured rock toward the aquifer . Ch�micals bound to 

the soi l s  could be di spered further with the addition 

of SIS waste water to the pond s ,  depending on the 

ultimate characteristics of the waste water . A similar 
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plume has already been identified beneath the TRA 

radioactive waste percolation ponds at the INEI� . 

In effect,  while public concern may have 

been minimized by substituting the percolation ponds for 

wel l  injection , the ponds have created a larger zone of 

contamination . The waste s imply takes longer to reach 

the aquifer . 

The U . S .  DOE has not specifically 

characteri zed the nature and concentr�tions of 

radioisotopes and chemical s  expected in the SIS liquid 

waste water . According to the DEIS ,  the effluent would 

fall below federal standards for rad ionuclides in drinking 

water and chemica ls defined as hazardous wastes . This 

does not mean the effluent is not radioactive or does not 

contain hazardous constituents . A more detailed 

description of the SIS waste water constituents should 

be provided in order to evaluate possible cumulative 

impacts from combining SIS effluents with those from the 

Chemical Processing Plant . 

'I�hat if the proposed SIS waste water 

treatment is less e£fective than expected? Will  SIS 

waste water simply be diluted and di scharged to the 

percolation ponds l ike the Chemical Processing Plant 

waste water? 

The U . S .  DOE discounts the cumulative impact 
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of adding SIS waste water to the percolation ponds , 

noting that a new waste water evaporator is planned for 

the CPP . This  will reduce the total volume of waste 

water by only 1 0 , 0 0 0  gallons per day . ylhi le it could 

reduce the concentrat ion of contaminants discharging to 

the percolation pond s ,  it will not significantly reduce 

the volume of waste water disposed in the ponds . 

The S I S ,  a lone , would contribute 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  

gallons per day. Further , the proposed evarorator has 

not been approved or funded, nor has the design been 

f inal ized .  What if the evaporator is not built or 

delayed? The U . S .  DOE should c larify the possible 

cumulative impacts imposed by SIS generated waste water 

given a functioning and nonfunctioning CPP evaporator . 

According to the u . s .  DOE , the SIS would 

produce 2 2 0  cubic meters of transuranic radioactive waste 

annual l y .  In 1 9 8 6 , t h e  most recent period for which 

data is  avai lable , the INEL generated only about 8 . 2  cubic 

meters of transuranic waste . This represents a 2 , 7 0 0  

;:,er cent increase . S l ightly different from what, was 

discussed ear l ier . 

While a transuranic waste d isposal 

facility is  scheduled to open near Carl sbad , New Mexico, 

serious engineering questions have been raised which could 

slow or halt its use . The long-lived radioactive waste 
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could be left to accumulate at the INEL with no other 

disposal options . Construction of the S I S  should be 

contingent upon a fully operational transuranic waste 

disposal facility . The disposal facility should be shown 

to be environmentally sound prior to generating or storing 

more transuranic waste in Idaho. 

A fuller summary of my comments o,.,ill be 

inc luded in my written testimony . 

Thank you . 

MR . EIGUREN : The chair is in receipt of the 

written comments of Mark Torf . As he mentionerl , they are 

rather extensive and deal with the various issues . 

We ' ll mark those as Exhibit No. 2 5 5 ,  to 

be included in the record as received . 

( Exhibit No. 2 5 5  was marked and entered . )  

MR .  EIGUREN : We ' ll move on down the list.  

We ' r e  now at witness Order 1 0 8 . 

Sir? 

MR . VAN VALKENBURGH:  I 'm for  Chuck Hansen . 

My name is Jack Van Valkenburgh . 

t-!R . EIGUREN : P lease step forward . Go ahed . 

MR . VAN VALKENBURGH : For a number of 

reasons , I bel ieve the no action a lternative is the best 

of the five alternative possible cour�es of action 

identified by the Department of Energy in its February 

2 9 4  

H EDRICK COURT REPORTING 

5 . 3 0 . 2 . 5  

1 . 1  

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

14

16

P 0 POP 570

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

24

I O. POP 57.

BOISE. 10.040 ewo

(POP/ 3364/200



1 9 8 8  Draft Environmental Impact Statement on the SIS 

Project . 

2 . 1 3 . 1 7 3 Actually , better alternatives exist -- some 

very popular and pragmatic alternatives which the DOE 

failed to consider in the DEl S .  Chief amongst these is 

the proposal of nine national membership organization s .  

These organizations include as members many eminent 

scientist s ,  lawye r s ,  statesmen , and Americans of virtually 

every walk of l i f e .  

10  The proposal is  dubbed "'fhe Plutonium 

1 1  Challenge . "  It is offered by the Environmental Policy 

12 Institut e ,  the Energy Research Foundation, the Federation 
....... 
.+:>0 
CO 

13  of American Scientist s ,  Friends of the Earth , Greenpeace , 

, . the National Resources Defense Council , Physicians for 

1 5  Soc ial Respons ibility , and the Union of Concerned 

1. Scientists . 

1 7  Signatories also include William Colby , 

1 8  former Director of  the CIA, retired Vice Admiral John 

Marshall Lee , and Ambassador Gerard Smith , Chief of the 

20 SALT I delegation and former Ambassador to the 

21 International Atomic Energy Agency . 

22 Very simply, "The Plutonium Challenge" is  
23 to declare an immediate two-year moratorium on the 
2. further production of plutonium for nuclear weapons .  

In addition , it would challenge the Soviet Union to 

2 9 5  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

10  

1 1  

12 

13 

, . 

15 

, . 

17 

18 

1. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2. 

25 

negotiate a bilater a l ,  verifiable cutoff of the production 

of  plutonium -- as  we ll  as highly-enriched uranium -- for 

nuclear weapons .  

There are good reasons to believe that the 

Soviets would be responsive to an  American initiat ive . 

In recent years ,  the Soviets have indicated an interest 

in a cutoff .  They too have aging production reactors and 

heightened awareness  of their hazards in the wake of 

Chernobl . The Soviets also have demonstrated 

openness towards the presence of American and international 

inspectors to monitor nuclear weapons activitie s .  

Not many years ago , The Plutonium Challenge 

would have been considered unrealistic . Neither the 

Soviet Union nor the United States showed willingness 

to budge from seemingly irreconci lable positions as to 

the s i ze of their nuclear arsensl s .  

Now that has changed . Recently the Soviet 

Union and the Uni ted States have agreed to a signif icant 

arms reduction treaty, and there are now beginning dates 

for talks between our respective leaders to further 

reduce what we all agree are excessive nuclear stockpiles . 

Idaho should be in the forefront,  

encouraging such peace-promoting possibi lities . The INEL 

facil ity should be exclus ively operated for non-mil itary 

research and development purposes .  Job creation , 
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especially long-term steady employment , would be best 

promoted by such an exclusive dedication of INEL for 

civ i l ian research purposes .  The state ' s  reputation would 

be enhanced and its waters and people protected from the 

real possibi lities of contamination by plutonium. 

But the DEIS evidences no consideration of 

this alternative . The DOE proposes to transform INEL 

from a facil ity pr imari ly devoted to peaceful applications 

of nuclear technology to a facility principally involved 

with nuclear weapons production . 

The DOE ' S  preferred alternative is offered 

despite the fact that the signing of the INF Treaty will 

free up two tons of weapon grade plutonium and , as 

reported in the March 1 4th issue of Newsweek , that the 

United States is already awash in plutonium. If current 

negotiations on a 50  percent strategic force cutback are 

successfu l ,  plutonium equaling eight times the amount to 

be produced by the SIS will be made available for new 

weapons production . 

The only way the SIS could continue to 

provide weapon grade plutonium after six to eight years 

of operation is  if plutonium recovered from commercial 

nuclear power plant spent fuel were used as feed . This 

would violate the spirit of the Nuclear Nonproliferation 

Treaty and set a dangerous world precedent . 
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In effect ,  the DOE proposes t o  make Idaho 

the vehicle for international treaty violation s .  For 

Idaho to be so use d ,  simply for the unnecessary , costly 

and dangerous production of additional nuclear weapons --

is  an outrag e .  

Thank you . 

MR . EIGUREN : The written comments of 

Jack Van Valkenburgh will be included in the record as 

Exhibit 2 5 6 .  

( Exhibit No . 2 5 6  was marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : Turning to the afternoon 

session witness orde r ,  speaker order , we ' re now at 

Speaker No . 1 0 9 ,  Kit Bradley . 

I called Mark Tor f .  

Alan Leisk.  

MR.  LEISK:  My name is Alan Leisk . I am a 

labor relations consultant and I reside at 

3 1 0 5  Fall ingbrook Lane , Boise , Idaho 8 3 7 0 6 . 

My career in labor relations in the 

construction industry has g iven me the opportunity to be 

indirectly or directly involved with the INEL site for 

the last 25  yea r s .  From this vantage point, I have been 

able to observe many positive change s  in the construction 

labor relations at the INEL complex . 

During the past decad e ,  the construction 
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labor disputes between management and labor and the 

j urisdictional disputes between unions , which often 

resulted in disruptive work stoppages ,  have totally 

disappeared . 

This improved labor relations climate has 

been due to the execution and implementation of an 

excellent labor agreement -- known as the Site 

Stabilization Agreement which covers all construction 

at INEL, the employment of  the si�e labor coordinator , 

a professional who adjudicates j urisdictional disputes 

and administers the Site Stabilization Agreement , and 

the formation and participation of the labor/management 

committee , a forum composed equally of labor and 

management representative s ,  which meets regularly to 

resolve problems and to promote mutual cooperation . 

The effectiveness of these cooperative 

efforts is evidenced by the fact that during the last 

two years there have been 52 contractual and 

j uri sdictional di sputes resolved without a single work 

stoppag e .  

Another important statistic is the high 

level of  safety which is enforced and maintained on 

construction operations at the INEL site . This is 

demonstrated by the fact that the severity rate for 

construction at INEL is 33 . 2  compared to 134 . 5  for all 
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U . S .  construction , as reported b y  the Bureau o f  Labor 

Statistics . These figures  indicate INEL is a very safe 

place to work . 

In addition , I have ohserved that there is 

a strong work ethic present in the labor forces employed 

at INEL which results in above-average productivity . 

For the reasons of labor stability and 

cooperation , an excellent safety record , and a productive 

labor force , I feel that INEL is the ideal site fOl" the 

SIS faci lity . 

I appreciate having the opportunity of 

testifying on this matter , and I would like to leave a 

printed copy of my oral testimony for the record . 

Thank you . 

MR . EIGUREN : Written comments o� Alan Leisk 

wil l  be included jn the record as Exhibit 2 5 7 .  

(Exhibit No . 2 5 7  marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN: We are at witness Crder 1 1 2 . 

Rebecca Finn . Rebecca Finn? 

Karen Edwards . Karen Ed.,..1ards? 

Michael Peck . Michael Peck? 

Lorraine Gundersen . Lorraine Gunderson? 

Karen Silva . 

MS . SILVA : My name is Karen Silva ; I live 

at 5 0 4  Warren Street ,  Boise . I 'm not a professional about 

3 0 0  
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nuclear proliferat ion ; 1 1m just speaking as a mother and 

Idahoan,  and I ' d  like to stress that in Idaho we have a 

quality of life here that few people in other states 

enjoy . 

I know that many people say that j obs are 

really important and that we really need this project for 

jobs . agree that j obs are important , but I don ' t  feel 

that our quality of l i f e ,  to endanger it is worth the 

cost of a few short-term gains . I think that we 

spend our money more effectively and create jobs in other 

areas . 

The cost of Sl-billion to fund this project 

paid by taxpayers i s  money that can be used for many 

other purposes, such as health care for the elderly , 

education for our youth , and helping the homeless and 

other social concerns as that .  feel that with the 

budget deficit that we have , that we cannot afford to 

spend this kind of money on a project that is not needed, 

that is destructive to humanity, and it  will  likely 

endanger our quality of life that we enjoy . 

I don ' t  want to live near a nuclear 

refining plant , and I don ' t  think many people here do . 

I would l ike to go on record as objecting to the S I S ,  and 

I feel that it should not be put at INEL or anywhere else 

25 [o n this country . 
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Thank you very much . 

MR . EIGUREN : We ' re at Order 117 on the 

speakers list , J . J .  Dian . J . J .  Dion? 

David Sinunonds .  David Simmonds?  

Valerie Galindo. Valerie Galindo? 

Patsy Corke . Patsy Corke? 

Nancy Brossman . Nancy Brossman? 

Greg Sali .  

MR . SAL! : My name i s  Gregory Sal i  and I am 

a physicist and I have worked in the nuclear business for 

a number of years . I have worked at the Savannah River 

Projec t .  I was o n  a l l  o f  the different areas of the site .  

I was the site superintendent for the d iffusion plant 

at Portsmouth, Ohio . I saw 4 2 , 00 0  people hired at the 

Savannah River Project . I saw the benefits that came 

ther e .  I saw 2 7 , 00 0  people hired at the Portsmouth 

plant -- and incidental l y ,  that plant was f inished within 

budget and three months ahead of schedul e .  I 've worked 

in Rickover ' s  Nuclear Navy. I was the Superintendent of 

Plant Engineering and Testing on the SIC Hunter Killer 

Submarine nuclear reactor . So I think I know something 

about what happens with projects of this type of the SIS 

when they come into an area and what can happen in that 

area with its benefit s .  

It ' s  a terrible thing that we have t o  build 
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weapons at al l .  I would say this to you , that our 

adversary position in the world today is the reason that 

we are here today to talk about the SIS program. I stand 

for bringing you the SIS program into Idaho . I believe 

the scientific developments that have been made in the 

l aser technology, et cetera , go far beyond any of the 

things I ' ve heard here today about death and destruction, 

et cetera . 

I bel ieve that plutonium is as dangerous 

as anyone has said here today , but I don ' t  hear anybody 

say how we ' re going to get rid of it . Everything that ' s  

been said i s  "Don ' t  build another faci l ity so that we 

can purify for nuclear warheads . "  

I ask a l l  of you to support me in a program 

where we can get rid o� all  nuclear warhead materials in 

all the world . Then we can have a reasonable chance at 

peace in the future for ourselves and our children and 

their children and those yet to come . We can ' t  do it by 

just being in opposition . We have to have a plan on what 

we 're going to do with the nuclear warhead materials . 

And I say to you this : That the technology 

that ' s  involved in the SIS program is the greatest 

advancement for getting rid of those materials that the 

humanity can possibly have, and that ' s  why it needs to be 

built in Idaho at the INEL. That facil ity should be 
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expanded not j ust to do plutonium isotope separation , 

because you can separate the isotopes of every element 

in the Periodic Table . Therefore , the future of high 

technology is involved . And if we don ' t  do it, then 

Japan wil l ,  and Germany w i l l ,  and Russia wil l ,  and God 

knows that we want them to have that kind of capability , 

when we need to take leadership action, so that we have 

a fac il ity so we can get rid of al l of the nuclear 

warhead materials in the world. Then we won ' t  have to 

worry about it, because the SIS facility wil l  do several 

thing s :  

It  wi l l  not only bring u s  into the new era 

of the third J eap of technology by separating the new 

mater ials of our future technological age , but it can 

help us be the facility for getting rid of the nuclear 

warhead materials and putting them behind u s ,  once and 

for al l .  And that ' s  a greater task , that ' s  a greater 

challenge than anybody here has stated today . The SIS  

has that technological capability ,  and I urge you , I beg 

you to join together so that we can take the advantages 

of the SIS facility and its technology , and we expand it 

so that we can indeed be a part of the leadersh j p  t.hat 

gets rid of all the nuclear warhead mater ials . The 

advantage of this  facility -- oops . I ' m going to run 

over . 
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There are four reasons that we should do 

thi s :  

No . 1 i s ,  o f  cour se , s o  we can have a 

fac i l i t y  that ' s  expanded so we can get. rid of t.he warhead 

material . 

No . 2 is so \.le can have the advantage o f  

t h e  technology o f  i sotope separation . Remember , every 

element of the Periodic Table has �lready been separated 

into its i sotope . That research work has alre�dy been 

done . This will  be the forerunner of the technological 

capability of making the mater ials for our third leap 

technology . We cannot afford to m i s s  that . 

The next reason is that the jobs that w i l l  

b e  made i n  the industrial and commercial complex t h a t  w i l l  

b e  associated with these new ma terials i n  our high 

technology future wi l l  provide the k i nd of jobs I hear 

the Governor talking abou t ,  I hear everybody talking 

about . I hear everybody talking about what we can do for 

our chi ldren . 

A PUBLIC WITNESS : Not everybody . 

MR . E IGUREN : Quiet , p l ea se . 

Mr . Sal i ,  could you bring it to a close? 

MR . SAL I : Yes . 

So I urge you to j oin me , j oin together with 

me in a high technology val l ey a s soc i ation so we can get 
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r i d  of the warhead materials and enter into t h e  third 

leap of technology and provide jobs for our children and 

education for our children, because i t  can all come with 

the SIS Proj ect . 

A PUBLIC WITNES S :  Nhere do you l ive? 

MR . EIGUREN : We don ' t  need any comments 

from the audience . We ' l l  let the commenters speak . 

Our next comrnen ter is Chr i s  Eschen . 

MR . McGLINSKY : I ' m taking the place of 

Chris Eschen . My name is Alfred M .  McGlinsky . I have 

taken the place of Chr i s . 

While I have worked and l ived near Nampa , 

Idaho for 10 year s ,  have a l so l ived i n  Idaho F a l l s ,  where 

for eight years worked a s  a phys i c i s t  at the INEL . Out 

on the desert , the SPERT Proj ect provided employment for 

about 1 0 0  of us . We were involved in conducting safety 

studies on a variety of reactor type s .  We did that i n  

some c a s e s  by carefully approaching and , eventually , 

exceeding the damage thresholds for either reactor 

components such a s  fuel rods and a s semblies or , in 

several experiments which have received much pUblicity 

world-wide, even for entire reactors themselves. Some of 

you may remember the destructive test ing of the SPERT 

reactor i n  the mid 1 9 6 0 ' s  in which the reactor was 

intentionally "blown up . "  
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Our miss ion in these experiments was to 

provide exper imental data which could be used to test 

calculational Ir.odels being developed for predicting the 

behavior o f  th e reactors which might depart from normal 

to accident condi t ion s .  

I have botherec t o  mention a l l  o f  this at 

t h i s  hearing only because it relates to one of two 

concerns I wish to address in conjunction with the 

�pecial  Isotope Separation Proj ect . It may help us think 

critically about work and working and j obs , which have 

a l l  been mentioned as important reasons £or encouraging 

the construction of the SIS Project at the INEL. 

However , it is not enough to be working 

for work ' s  sake . We must br ing those j ob s  to Idaho which 

a l low u s  to do work that i s  iInportant to do. vJe have the 

potential to work in ways that not only enhance our 

l ives in a monetary sense but that a lso enhance the lives 

o£ others now and those who will l ive after us on this  

beauti£ul planet . A few i l lustrations of jobs which fail 

in this regard w i l l  help me make my point more clear . 

Example No. 1 :  The Naz i guards who 

marshaled Jews into inc inera tors at Auschwitz and 

e l sewhere during World War II were on the payro l l ,  but 

none of u s ,  I suspec t ,  would envy them because of the 

nature of their work . It lacked worthwh i le purpose -- it 
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was morally corrupt . 

Example No . 2 :  While most of us believe 

in the free expression of ideas and are tolerant of those 

with views quite d i f ferent from our own , we each tend to 

draw the l ine at some point , even i f  it costs us to do s o .  

We tend to exercise such restraint at t h e  state level too : 

Witness the reluctance to permit a state-run lottery a s  

a means t o  create both revenue a n d  j obs . And how many of 

us would encourage , say , legaized gumbling or legalized 

prostitution in Idaho or proclaiming that the state should 

become a welco�ing haven for Neo-Na z i s ?  Yet any o f  the s e ,  

it could b e  argued , m i g h t  bring n e w  j o b s  a n d  income t o  

help rel ieve our state ' s  f inanc ial needs . But there a r e  

some things that w e  would n o t  do . Ne need income , yes . 

Ne need jobs , ye s ,  and the independence that comes from 

working , you be t .  But we need t o  b e  proud o f  ourselves 

and of our work , too . 

Unfortunately , the idea of building the SIS  

Project i s  not one that can honestly fill  us with prid e ,  

though it c a n  b e  argued it would bring dollars into the 

state - - l ike lega l i zed gambling or prostitution cou ld . 

As far as I know, the work being done at the site during 

my days of working there was related to the peaceful uses 

of the atom. The SIS departs signi f icantly from that . 

My two daughters used to greet me when I got 
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off the bus coming back from the desert and ask me what 

I had done that day . I have to say I ' m g l ad that I 

d id n ' t  have to explain to them that I had helped build 

new triggers by bui ld i ng triggers for nuclear bombs 

which k i l l  people . They would know that . I can think of 

no answer that could be g iven truthful ly about the need 

for an even larger stockpile of bombs , espec i a l l y  a s  we 

continue to negotiate for further arms reduction . 

Yet there are dozens of scient i f ic qu<:.�st ions 

of critical importance to man ' s  survival on this planet 

which we are not pursuing because of a lack of fund i ng . 

And how can we think of spending precious tax dollars on 

warheads in the face of the shortages faced by the 

home less people l iving i n  the streets? There i s  no sense 

and no pride in tha t .  

I ,  for one , am even ashamed that we find 

ourselves here today hav5.ng to protect ourselves from 

such misd irected intention on the par t  o f  our government .  

That leads d i rect. ly t o  my second ma j or concern .  

My hope , of course , i s  that you who are 

charged with these processe s ,  are s i nc�re i n  wishing to 

hear from the publ i c  i n  order to make a better decision 

for all of us. But I ' m skeptical . The reason for my 

skept i c i sm is that I have read quite carefully the Draft 

Environmental Impact Statement , and I find that it i s  not 

3 0 9  
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an unbia sed document as I believe it should have been . 

Rather , its intent is on finding the INEL the best place 

to construct the project . That ' s  j u s t  not good scienc e ,  

a s  w e  a l l  deserve . This is pork barrel pol i t i c s ,  pure 

and simple , offered up as science . 

6 I I have some other statemen t s ,  but I ' m not 

7 1 going to have time to read them . But I want to move on 

8 down . I was the co-author of severa l  publications 

10  

1 1  

1 2  

1 3 

14  

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  

describing t h e  reactor safety work w e  were doing at the 

s i t e .  I assure you 1 'm thinking about the d i sclaimer 

tha t ' s  in the front of the document -- I a s sure you that 

accuracy and completeness were our goa l s  i n  wr it ing and 

producing pub l ications for sharing our e f forts with the 

regulating and scientific communities who depended on our 

v.'ork .  

To conclude . Yes , Idaho needs j obs and 

employment oppor tun i t ie s .  But we need a l so to b e  honest 

1 8 1 with ourselves about our intentions and our motives . 

, .  W e  m u s t  b e  able to justify t h e  expend itures of scarce 

20 tax dollars at a l l  level s .  We must be able to look 

21 our sel ves a nd our chi ldren di rectly i n  the eye and be 

22 proud of the choices we have made in a l l ocating precious 

23 resources . A b i l l ion dollars to build the S I S  in Idaho 

24 anywhere at this time cannot be j u s t i f ied , in the face 

25 of far more pressing need s .  
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There are many j obs that w e  could bring to 

Idaho , even to Idaho ' s  INEL, that are worth doing . Let l s  

work towards them, and avoid the r i sK s  of trucking 

plutonium across our highways , of accidental releases 

of this extremely toxic substance into an already 

burdened environment , only to add to the stockpile o f  

nuclear weapons w e  are trying hard to e l iminate . 

Yes , stop th i s  charade , please. 

Thank you . 

}1R .  EIGUREN : Alfred M .  McGlinsky ' s  written 

statement wi l l  be entered into the record as Exhibit 

No.  2 5 9 .  

Heidi Read . 

(Exhibit No . 2 5 9  was marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : We are now at Order 1 2 5 ,  

MS . READ : I am grat i f ied to see so many 

people awake and alert after my bedtime . 

Ny name is Heidi Read and I am opposed to 

the construction of the S I S  Project . 

As I understand it , the sole purpose of 

this proposed fac i lity is to refine weapons grade 

pluton ium for use in a nuclear arsenal already poi sed 

to destroy the earth over and over and over agai n .  The 

destructive poten t i a l  of our already existing stockpile 

o f  weapons must ca l l  every person who loves life on this 
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beaut iful planet to the work of reclaiming true global 

security constructed of coo�eration and mutual 

understanding rather than a security blanket of nuclear 

warheads which we are waking up to f i nd an uncomfortably 

i nsecure substitute . 

Even those s t i l l  deriving comfort from the 4 . 2 . 1 

nuclear arsenals feel we have more than enough plutonium . 

The White House and the Department of Energy i s sued a 

j oint press release on February 17th of this year 

10 stating that adequate supplies of pluton ium for future 

1 1  defense needs already exist without t h e  development o f  

1 2  t h e  SIS . DOE secretary Herrington , speaking before the 

13 Department of Inter ior and Related Agencies Committee 

14 hearing on the 1 9 8 9  appropriations , a s serted a l so i n  

15  February , " P lutonium . We ' re awash i n  pluton ium . We have 

16 more plutonium thun we need . "  There i s  no j us t i f ication 

11  for the construction of a dangerous and deadly fac i l i ty 

1 8  in o u r  state . 

19 I am proud to be an Idahoan and I am 

20 particularly opposed to the idea of an SIS  her e .  I feel 2 . 1 . 1  
21  the many facets of the SIS  threat to the environment have 

22 not been adequately cons idered . The threat to the prime 
6 . 1 . 4 

23 water source and the r ich soil are heightened by the 

24 h i s tory of earthquake and volcanic activity in this area . 
5 . 2 9 . 8 5  

25 I rej ect the unconscionable transportation 
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of toxic wastes on our public highways . 

In addition , the SIS promises increased 

dangers of air pol lution at INEL and attendant health 

4 I hazards posed to the surrounding community in terms of 

the increased cancer rates , higher Eortal ity rate s ,  lung 

d i sease and other statistically sign i f icant problems that 

have been experienced at other DOE sites . 

On a broader sca l e ,  I fee l the DE IS d id not 

pay adequate attention to the fact that the eventual use 

10  of the nuclear warheads that the S I S  would help create 

1 1  would have a natur a l l y  catastrophic and lethal effect on 

1 2  our entire environment . When we support t h e  machinery 

13 of death with our tax dollar s ,  our land , and even our 

14 passive lack of opposition, we must be prepared to deal 

15  with the results of a nuclear holocaust and the loss of 

1 .  a l l  t h a t  we hold dear . 

17 I am particularly concerned that the 

5 . 3 0 . 2 . 1 '·  problem o f  waste d i sposal h a s  n o t  been adequately 

1. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2S 

addre s sed . New Mexico ' s  Waste Isolation p i lot Plant , 

the DOE ' s  hope for a place to safely house the nuclear 

wastes from the S I S , has sprung a leak , and this failur e ,  

i n  t h e  absence of other DOE a lternative plans , could 

leave Idaho the dump ing ground for the entire nation ' s  

pluton ium wast e ,  with a noxious and terrifying radioact ive 

life of over 2 4 0 , 0 0 0  year s .  
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How many of us would l ike to vacation near 

the Chernobl accident site? Why should we want to impor t  

a fac i l ity pregnant with similar disaster t o  our back 

yard? The 750 j obs for a total of seven to eight years 

are a laughable benefit when compared to 2 4 0 , 0 0 0  years 

of radioactive tap water , radioactive campgrounds , 

radioactive Idaho spud s .  

I remember driving through Idaho i n  the 

mid ' 6 0 s ,  an easterner drinking in the beautiful empt iness 

and wi ld west wondex . The Stinker Stations had placed 

huge b i l lboards out in the Eiddle of nowhere with simple 

unadorned messages l ike : " Idaho sa.gebrush . Take some 

horne to your mother-in.-law . "  

Another s ign in a forsaken spot with nothing 

but the rhythmica l l y  dipping phone l ines to keep a 

traveler company announced : " Lonely Hearts Club picnic 

area . "  I bel ieve the S I S  could make that last s ign 

tragically true for a l l  o f  Idaho . 

I stand for an Idaho with a safe and healthy 

future . I stand against construction of the SIS . 

,r.m. EIGUREN: The wr i t ten comments of 

Heidi Read will be included i n  the record as Exhibit 

No.  2 6 0 .  

(Exhibit No . 2 6 0  was marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : We are at commenter Order 

3 1 4  
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No . 2 6 ,  Wayne Mor r i s .  Wayne Morris? 

Roger Rosentreter . Roger Rosentreter? 

Jim Kreider .  Jim Kreider? 

Lee Scharf . Lee Scharf? 

Dan Ostermiller . Dan Ostermil l er? 

Susan Eastlake . Susan Eastlake? 

MS . EASTLAKE : My name is Susan Eastlake ; 

I res ide at 1 1 0 7  North 1 8th Street in Boise . 

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to 

express my views on thi s important topic . 

I am a certified public accountan t .  I am 

married . I have three teenaged childre n .  My husband , 

Bil l ,  is an economist for the Idaho State Department of 

Water Resources . My son Dane turned 18 this month and 

registered for the Draf t .  H e  and m y  19-year-old daughter , 

Liesl , will vote this year in their first presidential 

election . My family has lived in Idaho since 196 9 .  We 

have worked and studied and played in Idaho . 

�1e fish the Boise River , the Payette River , 

the Henry ' s  Fork of the Snake , Silver Creek , the Big Wood , 

and many, many others .  We walk and ski the hills of 

Boise and NcCal l  and Ketchum and I sland Park. Our trips 

to Yellowstone Park or I s land Park or the Henry ' s  Fork 

are always traveled by way of Highway 2 0  through the Idaho 

desert and Arco . We often discuss the amaz ing fact that 

3 15 
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20 
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24 

Areo was the first city in the world l ighted by nuclear 

power . It always reminds mc of the incredible 

accornplis��ents that we human beings have made toward 

improving the quality of life . 

The possibility that this Idaho city may 

be seen by future generations as the site of a nuclear 

weapons production facility makes me very sad . From the 

height of human accomplishment to the depth of human 

devastation,  a l l  with the same sma l l  atom and the same 

smal l  Idaho town . 

I ask the Department of Energy to prevent 

this tragic occurrence . Please select the "no actionll 

alternative . Allow Arco to remain a monument to the 

peaceful use of the atom. 

Thank you . 

MR . EIGUREN : The written comments of 

Susan Eastlake will be included in the record as 

Exhibit 2 6 1 . 

( Exhibit No. 2 6 1  was marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN ; At this point in time we have 

now gone through the entire list of afternoon public 

cammenters .  Of the 131 individual s  who have preregistered 

to comment , we have received comm�nts from 7 8 .  Those 

individuals whose names we called but were not here,  we 

25 will  call again at the contlnuation of this hearlng which 

3 1 6  
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i s  now scheduled f o r  next Tuesday , the 2 9 th of Marc h ,  

being a t  2 : 0 0 p .m .  at the Red Lion-Riverside . 

In add ition to that ,  we will  add to this 

list any of the names of any of the individuals who signed 

up at the door of this afternoon ' s  session as well as 

this evening session . 

What we will do with the list  of speakers 

who are scheduled to comment this evening i s ,  we will 

hold it over to the continuation of this hearing which 

will begin at 7 : 00 p . m .  next Tuesday , March 29th at the 

Red Lion-River side . 

What I would like to do at this point in 

time i s  ask anyone here i n  the room who has written 

comments who does not plan to attend any of the 

continuation of these hearings to step forward , and we 

can include your written comment s for the record , if 

you would l ik e .  

I should also first a s k ,  i s  there anybody 

here who was scheduled to comment this afternoon that 

has not had a chance to do so? 

Would you please step forward and g ive us 

your name for the record , and we.' ll mark your written 

comments as an exhi bi t .  

M S .  MOORE : M y  name i s  Colleen �ore and 

I am a Student for World Peace at Boise High Schoo l .  

3 17 
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live at 1 8 1 9  North 1 1 th Street . I feel there is a moral 

obligation --

commen t s .  

MR . EIGUREN : I was ask i ng for written 

MS . l-100RE : Oh , I 'm sorry.  All r ighte e .  

S o  I can ' t testify? 

MR . EIGUREN: Wel l ,  go ahead . 

MS . MOORE : Okay . Sorry about tha t .  

I feel there i s  a moral obligation to 

stop the SIS from coming to Idaho or any other state . 

The U . S .  currently has 2 5 , 0 0 0  nuclear weapons . The 

warheads aboard j us t  one Trident sub have enough power 

to destroy every major c i t y ,  every major c ity in the 

northern hem i sphere . The U . S .  currently has a hundred 

tons of weapons grade plutonium. Plutonium for nuclear 

warheads and weapons can be used from stockpiled plutonium. 

We can maintain deterrence indefinitely with the current 

stockpile of pluton ium . 

Any economic bene f i t  of the SIS would be 

localized and short lived . The SIS may boost part of 

Idaho ' s  economy temporarily . The mi ss ion of the plant 

will only last seven to eight year s ,  wh ich will create a 

boom and bust syndrome and have an overall negative effect 

on the economy. 

Two of Idaho ' s  strongest industries , tour i sm 

3 18 
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and agriculture, could be ruined in an accident at the 

SIS plant or transporting plutonium on the h ighways .  They 

could be ruined . 

The negative public image associated with 

weapons production can also have an adverse effect on the 

industrie s , on these two industrie s .  These two industries 

contribute $J , 4 2 5 , 00 0 , 000 annually to Idaho ' s  economy . 

The SIS is not only a plutonium refining 

plant , but a fear production plant . We are defeating our 

own purpose if the plutonium we refine scares off any 

agressor while destroying future generations . 

Thank you . 

MR. EIGUREN : Is there anyone here that has 

a written statement they would like to submit at this 

time for the record? 

Sir , would you please step forward and give 

us your name for the record , and we ' l l mark it as an 

exhibi t .  Just give your name . 

MR . CAMPBELL. My name is Robert Campbel l :  

I live at 2 1 1 9  Sunset here in Boise . 

I 'm going to submit my atatements for the 

record . And for the record , I 'm oppos ing the S I S .  

MR .  EIGUREN . Thank y o u .  Mr . Campbel l ' s  

statement wi l l  be marked a s  Exhibit 262 and included in 

the record . 

319 
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{Exhibit No . 2 6 2  wa s marked and entered . }  

MS . EVANS-CAMPBELL : My name i s  Athena 
1 . 1  

Evans-Campbel l ,  and I am a l so opposing the E I S .  

M R .  EIGUREN : Athena Evans -Campbe l l 1 s  

comments wi l l  be Exhibit 2 6 3  for the record . 

(Exhibit No . 2 6 3  was marked and entered . )  

MR.  WRIGHT : My name i s  Eugene Wr ight , Boi s e .  1 . 1  
And I 'm i n  support o f  the S I S .  

M R .  EIGUREN : Mr . Wright ' s  comments wi l l  be 

10 inc luded a s  Exhibit No . 264 for the record . 

1 1  ( Exhibit N o .  2 6 4  was marked and entered . )  

1 2  M R .  WRIGHT :  Are there others who .,.,ish t o  

13  submit written commen t s  for the record at this  po int? 

14 I would indicate that of the past 3 4  hours ,  

. .  I ' ve been conduct i ng these heari ngs f o r  about 1 8  hours . 

, .  However ,  given t h e  fact there a r e  s t i l l  some individuals 

17 here who want to commen t ,  i s  there anybody who 

1 8  unequivoc a l ly , unreservedl y ,  without question , beyond the 

19 shadow of a doub t ,  can ' t  be at the Tuesday hearing? 

20 Could you identify yourself? Thank you . 

21  I appreciate your patience and your goodwi.ll 

22 and your attention throughout th is long hearing . 

23 As I mentioned , everyone who has 

24 preregistered for either the hearing today or who 

15 regi stered a t  the door will be accommodated at the 

3 2 0  
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continuation of this  hearing which is scheduled to 

commence at 2 : 0 0 next Tuesday , the 29th of March , at 

the Red Lion-River s ide . 

and entered . }  

Thank you very much . Good evening . 

{ Exhibits Nos . 2 4 9 ,  2 5 0  and 2 5 8  were marked 

(The hearing adj ourned at 1 1 : 0 0 p . m . )  
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BOISE,  IDAHO , TUESDAY, MARCH 2 9 ,  1 9 8 8 ,  2 , 00 P . M .  

M R .  EIGUREN : Lad ies and Gen t leme n ,  I w i l l  

now forma l ly commence t h i s  public hear ing cQncerning the 

review of the Draft Environmen tal Impact Sta tement 

concerning the United States Department of Energy ' s  

proposed Special I sotope Separat ion Project . This i s  

a continuation of a public hearing t h a t  w a s  commenced here 

1 0  in Boise last Saturday and continuing on today , and so 

11 we ' re not rea l ly having an add itional publ ic hearing , but 

12 rather just a continuati.on of the previous public hearing 

1 3  commenced at that t ime . 

14 I ' m Roy Eiguren . I am the hear ings off icer 

1 5  for this and the other public hearings in this series of 

16 hear ings on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for 

1 7  the proposed s iting, construction, and operation of a 

18 Spec i a l  Isotope Separation Pro ject that w i l l  u t i l i ze the 

19 Atomic Vapor Laser I sotope Separation proces s .  I will  

20  be referring to this and the other proceedings in this series 

21 as the DOE ' s  DEIS publ ic hearings on the SIS pro ject . 

22 I am an attorney here in Bo ise . .  I have 

23 been retained by the Department to conduct these hear ing s 

24 as an independent and unbiased party to assure the 

2S opportunity for a l l  interested organ izat ions and individuals 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

the opportun ity to comment on the Draft Envi ronmental 

Impact Statement . Accord ing l y ,  I am not serving a s  an 

advocate for or against the proposed act ion taken by the 

Department o f  Energy . Rathe r ,  I am a neutral third party 

who has coordinated the deve lopment of the procedures to 

be fol lowed and will a lso conduct the hearings themselves . 

At i s sue in this proceeding is a s imple 

single issue , essentially,  and that i s  the s it ing,  

construct ion and operation of an S I S  fac i l it y  at one of 

10  three locations in the United States -- the DOE ' s  Idaho 

11 National Engineering Laboratory near Idaho Fal l s ;  the 

1 2  DOE ' s  Hanford Reservation near Richland, Washington ; or 

1 3  the DOE ' s  Savannah River Plant near Aiken, South Carol ina . 

14 Each of these three s ites has been designated as an 

15 a lternative that is being considered in the Draft 

16 Environmental Impact Statement . The fourth and final 

1 7  a l ternative under considerat ion in the DEIS is the No 

1 8  Action Alternative , which would be a departmental dec i s ion 

19 not to site , construct and operate an S I S  faci l i ty . As 

20 stated in the Draft Environmental Impact Sta tement , the 

21  Department ' s  preferred al ternati ve is to s i t e ,  construct 

22 and operate the fac i l ity at the Idaho National Engineering 

23 Laboratory . 

24 'The particu lar law that mandates that this 

25 hearing be commenced is the National Environmental Pol icy 
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Act of 1 9 6 9 ,  Public Law 9 1 - 9 1 0 ,  generally known as NEPA. 

It requires that all federal agenc ies develop procedures 

that ensure "That environmental amen i t i e s  or values are 

given appropriate consideration in federal government 

decis ionmaking . "  Thi s law a l so requires that 

"recommendations for major federal actions s ignificantly 

affecting the quality of the human environment "  be first 

preceded by the deve lopment and completion of an 

Environmental Impact Statement or EIS, that fully and 

10 caref u l ly examines the potent i a l  environmental impacts of 

1 1  the proposed action . 

1 2  T h e  Department of Energy has determined that 

1 3  its proposed action to site,  construct and operate an SIS 

14 plant is a major federal action that , under NEPA, requires 

1 5  the development and completion of an E I S .  By the 

1 6  publication on October 3 1 ,  1 9 8 6 ,  of a Notice of Intent to 

17 Prepare an EIS in the Federal Reg i ster,  the Department 

18 commenced this process that has led to the development and 

19 publication of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

20 that is the subject of this hearing . The DEIS was 

21 prepared by the Department ,  with the a s s i s tance of an 

22 independent contracto r ,  NUS Corporat ion , after an extensive 

23 process of receiving pub l i c  comment through the "scoping" 

24 portion of these proceed ings . During scoping, public 

25 comment on the scope or magnitude of the issues to be 
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addressed in the EIS was received, as wel l  as spec i f ic 

comment on particular issues thems elves . Scoping 

included the receipt of extensive written public comment 

as wel l  as oral comment from two lengthy public hearings 

that were held in Idaho last year - - one in Idaho Fa l l s  

o n  February 2 4 th and o n e  in Bo i s e ,  actua l l y  i n  t h i s  room, 

on February 2 6 th . 

As a result of tha t , l l  d i f ferent issues 

were identified for review in the Dra ft Environmental 

10 Impact Statement . Those particular issues are conta ined 

11 in the DEIS as well as the Executive Summary t ha t ' s  

1 2  available at the doo r .  Among other issues that are being 

13 considered in the E I S  are the Offsite General Popul a tion 

14 Radiological and Nonradiological Effects Resulting from 

IS Poten t i a l  Accidents at an S I S  Fac i l i ty .  

'6 The effects on the General Popu la tion from 

17 Emi s s ions of Radiological and Nonradiological Releases 

1 8  Caused by Normal Operations . 

19 Exposure of Operating Personnel to 

20 Radiological Sources and Nonradiological Releases During 

21 Normal Operation s .  

22 The effects on Air and Water Qual ity and Other 

23 Environmental Consequences Associated with the Construction 

24 and Operation of a Fac i l ity . 

2> The Ons i t e  and Offs it e Transportation Impacts 
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of Nuclear Materials . 

And an Analysis of Applicable Federa l ,  State 

and Local Regulations that Apply to the Construction and 

Operation of Such a Faci l i ty . 

This particular process as we ll as the 

entire Environmental Impact Statement preparation and 

review process is governed by a series o f  federal 

regulations established by the Counc i l  on Environmental 

Qua l it y ,  or CEQ . CEQ i s  an agency with the Executive 

10  Office of the President of the United States . In addit ion 

11 to tha t ,  the Department of Energy has its own guidelines 

12 governing these types of proceedings . The CEQ regulations 

1 3  that guide this proceeding are found at 40 Federal 

14 Regulations Part 1500 through 1508 . The DOE guidelines are 

15  found at 45 Federal Register 20694 . These particular 

16 documents have been previously marked as an exhibit and 

17 are in the formal record of th i s  proceedin g .  

1 8  The relevant CEQ regulations that govern 

1 9  this proceeding require that "after preparing a Draft 

20 Environmen tal Impact Statement and before preparing a 

21 f inal Envi ronmental Impact Statement" a federal agency must 

22 f irst obtain the comments of ( I )  any federal agency which 

23 has jurisd iction by law or special expertise w i th respect 

24 to any environmental impact . ( 2 )  Request the comments o f  

25 appropriate State and and local agencies which develop 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

and enforce environmental standard s .  ( 3 )  Indian tribes 

and ( 4 )  the pub l i c ,  with an obligation to aff irmatively 

solicit comments from persons and organizations who may 

be interested or affected by the proposed federal decis ion . 

Publ ic meetings or hearings are to be held where the 

Department determines that " substant ial envi ronmental 

controversy concerning the proposed action " exists . 

Accordingly, pursuant to these regulation s ,  these hearings 

that are being held today as we l l  as the previous ones and 

10 subsequent one s ,  are held pursuant to these regulations 

11 for the purpose of receiving pub l i c ,  Indian tribe and 

12 governmental comment on the various issues ident if ied in 

13 the Draft Environmental Impact Sta tement . Notice of these 

1 4  hearings was provided as required by federal regulation 

1 5  different dates that have been marked and included in 

16 Exhibit 2 of the of the hearing record . As I mentioned, 

1 7  public comment is being received at th is hearing t We (ve 

18  had additional hearings throughout the state, including 

1 9  hearings previously held in Idaho Fa l l s  and Twin Fal ls . 

20 Because of the large number of commenters that have 

21  expressed interest in this sub ject , the Department decided 

22 to extend the original hearing dates into the hearings 

23 that we are now having . So today is a continuation of 

24 the Bo ise hearing that was held on Saturday . Continuation 

25 of the Idaho Fa l l s  hearing that was h e ld on Friday w i l l  
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start tomorrow in Idaho Fal l s .  And f inally ,  the Twin 

Fall s  hearing which we held yesterday will be continued 

over until  Thursday . 

I would like to add that the CEQ regulations 

I spoke o f ,  they provide that "comments on an Environmental 

Impact Statement or on a proposed action shall be as 

specific  as poss ible and may address the adequacy of the 

statement or the merits of the alternatives or both . "  

The Department has determined that certain issues are 

10  beyond the scope of th is  particular EI S .  One of those 

11 i s sues includes the need for the S I S  project itself . 

12 However, as the hearings o fficer throughout the scope of 

13 these hearings , I will allow comment on that issue as well  

1 4  as other issues the parties feel are relevant ,  to be 

15 included in their discussion of the Draft Environmental 

16 Impact Statement . 

17 What will happen after we conclude these 

1 8  hearings i s ,  a complete record of the proceeding , which 

19 will include all the oral comments and the written 

20 comment s ,  will be compiled , and that ' s  the reason why 

21 have the court reporter here to assist us in that task . 

22 Once the record is compiled it w i l l  go to the Department ,  

23 and from that record a determination will  be made as to 

24 whether or not the Department will modify,  supplement or 

25 reissue the Draft Environmental Impact Statement prior to 
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its finali zation . It may also choose to reissue the 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement as the final EIS 

without modification . A Record of Dec ision will  identify 

the environmenta lly preferred alternative , along with any 

practical means to avoid or minimize environmental harm 

from the alternative selected . It will be inc luded in a 

Record of Deci sion . The Department ,  as a matter of 

federal regula tion , cannot proceed with its proposed action 

in this any other proceeding which will be  contained in 

10  the Record of Decis ion until a min imum of 30 days has 

11 passed from the date of issuance to the fina l E I S .  Under 

12 current schedule s ,  the Department hopes to issue a f inal 

1 3  E I S  as well as a Record of Dec ision in August of this year . 

14 We have developed specific procedural 

1 5  guidel ines that we have followed in all  of the hearings 

1 6  to dat e .  Those procedures were deve loped by myself in 

17 consultation with the Department of Energy and various 

1 8  environmental and special public interest groups who 

19 partic ipated in the proceedings . Those procedures were 

20 marked as an exh ibit previously and included in the 

21 record . We also inc luded in the record of this proceeding 

22 a l ist of all  Department of Energy public involvement 

23 activities associated with this DEI S .  

24 What I would like to do at this point is  

2 5  briefly go through the procedural gu idelines that we ' re 

8 
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following in all of these hearings so that you ' l l know 

what the rules of the game �re . And then at that point 

we ' l l go ahead and turn it over to pub lic comment . Aside 

I from my comment here today , the Department of Energy will  

not be making any comments or remarks in this proceeding . 

However , I will reference the fact that senior DOE staff 

are present and have been present at all the hearings to 

l i sten to publ ic comment f irsthand . 

• I Comments have been received in the following 

10 order and will be rece ived in the following order today : 

11 We ' l l f irst ask any e l e c ted <-.Id appointed 

12 federa l ,  state and local governmental officials for their 

1 3  c omments . 

1 4  Following tha t ,  we ' l l have representatives 

1 5  of nationa l ,  state and local organizations who are 

16  participating in the proceedings .  

1 7  Following t h a t ,  we ' l l h a v e  members of the 

1 8  publ ic who preregistered to speak prior to the end of 

19 bu siness on March 18th,  which was the close of 

20 I prereg istration . 

21 And f inally , we will accommodate a l l  members 

22 the public who regi.stered at the door at the 

23 commencement of this hearing Saturday . 

Organ izational representat ives have 1 0  

2 5  minutes with which to speak -- ind iv idua ls have 5 minute s .  
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Because of the large number of commenters 

we have been strictly adhering to these timeframes . In 

order to assist you in trying to keep track of your t ime , 

we have a signal ing device up here . If you have 5 minutes 

to speak, I will turn on the green l ight at four minut e s ,  

which signifies that you have a minute remaining . And 

when the red l ight goes on, your t ime is expired . For 

organizational commenters i t  would be at 9 minutes and , 

of course , 10 minute s .  Also indicate for the record that 

1 0  if you would l ike to submit written comments , we would 

11 greatly appreciate it and we will include those in the 

1 2  record . You can g iv e  them to me h ere at the desk during 

1 3  the breaks o r ,  if you would like , you can ma i l  those to 

14 the Department of Energy at Idaho Fa l l s .  We have an 

1 5 address where you can ma i l  those in the back of the room . 

, .  Speaker l i sts a r e  posted in t h e  back 

17 they are actua l l y  outside the room . They g ive an 

18 approximate time when you are to speak . We ' ll be trying 

1 9  to follow those -- we ' re going to be fol lowing those lists 

20 rather strictly today, g iven the nature of these hearing s .  

2 1  Basically what we ' re going to do i s ,  everybody who was 

22 preregistered to testify on Saturday and d idn ' t  have a 

23 chance to do that will be f irst c a l l ed and we ' l l go through 

24 l i st several time s .  And then at that particular point 

2S in time when we ' ve concluded recei ving comment from a l l  

1 0  
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the preregistered speaker s ,  we ' l l  go to those folks who 

s i gned up at the door on Saturday . 

Our intent is to go t i l l  5 :  00 0 ' clock today 

and once again resume at 7 : 0 0 .  I f  w e  st i l l  have commenters 

here at 5 : 00 ,  we could go past that point in time __ but 

i t  appears as though we won ' t  have to do that . 

Questions are solicited from you, and we 

do have written forms in the back of the room wh ere you 

can write out your question . We ' d  a sk that you simply g ive 

10  us your name and address and write out your questions a s  

1 1  succinctly as possibl e .  Written answers will be provided 

1 2  to you at a later time by the Department . Those written 

13  answers will be mai l ed to you at the address you provide . 

14 Questions and answers will be included in the formal 

1 5  hearing record . 

16 Final l y ,  I would l ike to indicate that this 

1 7  is a record proceeding . Everything that is being said 

1 8  is being taken down by the court reporter, so when it 

19 comes your time to comment, we ' d  ask that you would step 

20 forward to the podium here, speak clearly into the 

21 microphone ,  f irst give your name and address for the 

22 record . If you do have questions about any of these 

23 procedure s ,  feel free to ask me any time during the breaks 

24 that we ' re going to have intermittently throughout the 

2S Course of the proceeding . There are also Departmental 
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folks back a t  the desk who can respond t o  questions that 

you have . 

So with tha t ,  we ' l l go ahead and commence 

our receipt of public test imony at this point in time . 

What I ' ll do is s imply go through the list  

of preregistered speakers from last Saturday . When you 

hear your name called,  step forward and come to the 

microphone , the podium . I understand quite a few of 

these folks will not be here , so what we ' l l do i s  go 

10  through the list at this point and I ' l l go ahead and call 

I I  these names a l ittle bit later in the hearing . 

1 2  T h e  f irst preregistered speaker i s  

1 3  James Risch, President Pro Tern of the Idaho State Senate . 

14 Lee Stake r ,  member of the Idaho State Senate . 

,. Con Mahoney, Idaho House of Representa t ive s .  

1 6  Joanne Wood , a member of the Idaho House of 

1 7  Representatives . 

1 8  Robert Terry Hatch , IBPAT, Local 7 6 4 . 

19 At this point we w i l l  accommodate an 

20 organizational speaker who i s  registered to speak, and 

21  that is Mr . Mark Falconer of the Greater Boise Area 

22 Chamber of Comme rc e .  

23 MR . FALCONER : Thank you, M r .  Eiguren . 

24 I stand before you this a fternoon on behalf 

25 of the Boise Area Chamber of Commerce to endorse the Draft 
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Envi rom"ental Impact Statement for the Special Isotope 

Separator Pro ject and to express our support for 

construction of that project a t  INEL . 

The Boise Chamber of Commerce is a 

privately- funded busine s s  federat ion representing 1 , 100 

f irms in the Boise area . My name is Mark Falconer . My 

address is Post Office Box 2 3 6 8 ,  Boise , 8 3 7 0 1 . I serve 

as Governmental Affairs Manager for the Bo ise Chamber of 

Corrunerce . 

The importance of I NEL to the Idaho economy 

11 and particu larly to the commun ities of southeast Idaho 

1 2  has been we l l  documented for several years . In 1985 , 

13 1 0 , 1 00 jobs at INEL resulted in the provision of near l y  

14  2 4 , 000 jobs in Idaho . Approximate INEL payroll during 

1 5  f iscal year 1985 was $ 2 85-mi l l ion and INEL program costs 

16 totalled nearly $600- m i l l ion . 'Tha t  amount , $600- mi l lion , 

17 just barely exceeded the size of the Idaho State General 

1 8  Fund budget . 'The facility is ex tremely important to 

19 Idaho ' s  economy and it is an extremely important component 

20 of Idaho 1 s tax base . As we enter the 1990 ' s ,  we must not 

21 lose s ight of the fact that new pro jects at INEL w i l l  keep 

22 INEL a viable fac i l i ty . 

23 An obvious quest ion is whether the SIS is 

24 the type of new project which should be located at INEL . 

2S We as an organization f irmly believe if th e SIS is bui l t  

1 3  
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anywhere , it should be built at the preferrred s ite -- the 

Idaho National Engineering Laboratory . 

'The economic impact of the project is no 

secret : 

440 construction workers expected to be 

employed . 

4 1 0  permanent plant employees expected to 

be employed . 

Total project cost of $ 9 37-mil l ion with 

10  an actual faci l i ty cost pro j ec ted at $ 505-mi l l ion . 

1 1  'The fact that the project will util ize 

1 2  ex isting infrastructure of INEL is a big plus for the 

1 3  pro ject . The pro j ec t  has the potential of generating 

14  far- reaching business opportun it i e s ,  educational 

1 S  deve lopment and support research and technology surrounding 

1 6  th e project . 'The project will put Idaho on the lead ing 

1 7  edge in the application of advanced laser technology with 

1 8  the potent ia l  for many high-tech spin-off industries . 

, .  T h e  Department of Energy should continue 

20 its efforts on address ing environmental and safety concerns 

21 related to this pro j ect . 'The debate concerning these 

22 i s sues is healthy because it w i l l  u l t imately lead to 

23 better efforts , two that I would l ike to mention now : 

24 Assurance that safer transportation of 

2S hazardous materials to and f rom INEL would take plac e .  

1 4  
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And secondly, a s suring the safer operation 

of the pro ject including proper storage of lower-level 

waste at INEL . 

In the course of this debate, however, we 

must be care ful to communicate an accurate and balanced 

message that Idahoans support cons truction of the SIS 

pro j ect at INEL . 

I want to thank you , Mr . Eiguren, for 

the opportun ity to share our pos i t i on . 

MR . EIGUREN: Thank you . 

That concludes our l i s t  of organizational 

comrnenters for this afte rnoon ' s  ses s ion . We ' l l now hear 

from our preregistered comment ers who are speaking as 

individua l s . 

Ruth Hemingwa y .  Ruth Hemingway. 

Ruth Herrington . Ruth Herr ington . 

Beth Cogswe l l . Beth Cogswe l l . 

Jason Farbe r .  Jason Farber . 

Margaret Hulme . Margaret Hulme . 

Edie Myers . 

MS . MYERS : My name i s  Edie Myers . 

l ive at 2 1 0 2  North 26th Street in Boise,  83702 . I have 

l ived in Idaho for 17 years . I am a reg is tered nurs e ,  

and I stand here to speak against t h e  construction of the 

Spec ial I sotope Separation Plant in Idaho or anywhere else . 
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1 1  

12 

13  

14  

1 5  

, .  

T h e  United States d o e s  not need a n y  more 

weapon-grade plutonium . We al ready have enough plutonium 

to last for 2 0 , 000 years . We a l s o  a l ready have about 

2 5 , 000 nuclear weapons . Surely this is enough to maintain 

deterrence a s  we l l  as to destroy any adve rsary, along 

with the entire earth , many time s over . 

So-called waste d i sposal and safety plans 

for this proj ect are inadequat e .  There are as yet 

acceptable des igns for nuclear waste storage or 

transportation . Plutonium has a l ready contaminated 

sediment beds 230 feet below the temporary storage site 

at INEL, which sits over the Snake R i ver Plain Aqui fer 

the source o f  fresh water for much of southern Idaho . 

The spread of contaminated agricultural products from 

this area could a f fect the entire Northwest . The 

pos sibil ity of a trucking accident on Idaho highways and 

1 7  freeways , and of possible terror ist activity,  cannot be 

18 discounted . 

19 The release of pluton ium into groundwater 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

or into the air would be d i sastrous . Plutonium l a s t s  

f o r  2 5 0 , 000 years . Is our c i v i l i zat ion prepared to take 

re spon sibi lity for this long ? Obviously not . Exposure 

to large amounts of plutonium causes immediate death . 

Exposure to even microscopic amounts is a serious heal th 

ha zard , causing canc e r ,  genetic damage , and birth defects . 

1 6  
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No amount of economic gain can be worth this risK . 

The underlying as sumption of the SIS plant 

is what is most disturbing . The only use of plutonium 

4 I 2 3 9 ,  the only product of thi s pl ant,  is as an explosive 

10  

1 1  

12 

14  

15  

in nuclear warhead s .  The health hazards and catastrophic 

environmental effects o f  nuclear war are terrifying to 

contemplate . The Environmental Impact Statement makes 

no mention of these effects . Neither does it address the 

ef fects on the mental health of residents of the state 

of l iving where this facil ity is materia l ly contributing 

to the rea l ity o f  nuclear warfare . 

As a concerned professional speaking for 

human and environmental health , as a mother speaking for 

the right of my chi ldren to a viable and , hopefully,  

peaceful future, and as a human being speaking for the 

1 6  welfare and future of planet earth , I urge the Department 

1 7  of Energy to make the only rational choice on this issue 

1 1  no action . 

19 Thank you . 

20 MR . E IGUREN : The Chair will  note that the 

21 written comments of Mr . Mark Falconer on behal f of the 

22 Greater Boise Area Chamber of Commerce will be marked 

23 and included in the record as Exhibit No . 5 9 7 .  

24 Exhibit 598 are the written comments of 

25 Edie Myers . 

1 7  
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( Exhibits 5 9 7  and 598 marked and 

entered . ) 

MR . EIGUREN : Our next scheduled commenter 

is Dee Braze l .  Dee Braz e l ?  I ' m sorry, it ' s  being 

substituted . 

Lyn McCol lum is subst ituting for Dee Brazel . 

MS . MCCOLLUM : My name is Lyn McCollum; 

I live at 1 1 1 0 Warm Springs Avenue . I am a wife , mother 

and a free-lance writer . 

I am oppo sed to the Spec ial Isotope 

Separator Project becaus e :  

The technology, described by the DOE as 

state-of-the-art , is new and untested . I certainly don ' t  

want my state to serve a s  the first demonstration s ite 

for using high-energy dye lasers to separate plutonium 

isotopes for even microscopic pa rticles of this mate rial 

are extremely toxic . 

Mr . Nichols suggests that the final 

disposition of the SIS wa stes would probably be at the 

Department of Defense Carl sbad Cavern Nuclear Waste 

Depository, not even yet opened -- but a lready leaking . 

The AP reported March 1 1 th in The Idaho Statesman that 

the magnitude of the clean-up of existing nuclear weapons 

production plants is "staggering . "  One expert est imated 

the cl ean-up for a l l  the federal facilities at $ IOO-bill ion . 

18 
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The U. S .  mil itary industry is gigant ic . 

If it were a national economy, it would be the 1 3th 

largest in the wor ld . I resent my tax dollars subsidizing 

their high profits and low risk,  and I ' m skeptical that 

we need all the weapons they ins ist we buy . They wrap 

their industry in patriotism to d i sguise their greed . 

The S I S  project demonstrate s ,  in my view, the ineffic iency 

of government management with the profit  motives of 

private enterpr i s e ,  illuminating the worst of both world s .  

The S I S  would temporarily boost parts of 

Idaho ' s  economy while greatly increas ing risk to farmland, 

tourism, wildlife and drinking water of many communities . 

The SIS would cost $ l-billion , a 

boondoggle that would signif icantly boost our trillion 

dollar nat ional debt . 

In today ' s  Statesman Re p .  Bustamante from 

Texa s ,  a member of the House Armed Services Committee ,  

plans t o  introduce a bill this week to k i l l  the SIS 

pro j ect , for h e  feels other defense projects are more 

essential . Energy Secretary John Herrington said recently 

that the nation is " awash in plutonium a lready . "  

I have l ived the f irst half  of my life 

in Wyoming , the second half  in Idaho . My husband moved 

here when he was two years old . All  three of our children 

have been born here . We ' ve chosen Idaho for our home and 

19 
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know our stolid mountain s ,  the expansive prairie I never 

c a l l  "desert , "  the native plants and anima l s ,  the strong, 

independent people .  I ' m  proud of our Amer ican democracy 

that provides this opportunity for me to raise my voice 

and pen to try to do what I can to protect the quality of 

l i fe in the state I venerate . 

Thank you . 

MR . EIGUREN : Exh ibit 5 9 9  is the written 

comments of Lyn McCollum from Bo i s e ,  Idaho . 

10 ( Exhibit 5 9 9  was marked and entered . )  

1 1  MR . EIGUREN : The next scheduled commenter 

12 will  be George Bennett . George Bennett . 

1 3  Lui z  Galindo . L u i z  Gal indo . 

14  David Keye s .  

1 5  MR . KEYES : M y  name i s  David Keye s ,  and 

16 I am the minister of the Boise Unitarian Universalist 

1 7  Fel lowship, and I reside at 3 3 26 Wh istler Lane in Boise . 

I .  I am quite concerned about t h e  l a c k  of jobs 

19  and economic opportunity in Idaho . It is a sad thing that 

20 I see among members of my own congregation who are 

21 unemployed or who are underemployed , and this suffering , 

22 real suffering because of the lack of economic opportunity , 

23 is a great concern to me , as I know it is to many of those 

24 who are here with us today . It is a painful human waste . 

l.5 And yet , I think there are some other pa inful kinds of 
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wastes that we have to be more concerned about : The 

waste of our ch i l dren ' s  birthright , the waste of our 

health , the very r ight to l i fe . These thing s ,  I think , 

are threatened along with so much of our env ironment , so 

many of the th ings that are precious to us are threatened 

by this proposed pro j ect . 

I ' m convinced from what I know that the 

product�on and transportation of pl utonium i s  a very serious 

health threat, and the very purpose of this product j on i s  

10  nothing , absolutely nothing other than to k i l l  innocent 

11 people I because that is the only use of nuc lear weapon s .  

1 2  We produce pluton ium to produce nuc l ear weapons to drop 

1 3 innocent people . And as sad as the lack of jobs and 

14  unemployment i s ,  that sort of proposal for mass ive 

1 5  destruction of the earth is much sadder .  This is the time 

1 6  of year when those of us in our churches are very much 

17 interested in re - l iving the story of the last days of Jesus . 

18 And there is one character from the ] ast days of Jesus who 

19 comes especlally to mind , and that is Judas -- Juda s ,  who 

20 betrayed everything in which he beli eved , for 30 pieces of 

21 s i lver . And that ' s  what I see going on at these hearing s ,  

2 2  as leaders of our labor movement and our pol it icians very 

23 much concerned about their 30 pieces of si lver , are will ing 

24 to betray the rank and file members of the union s ,  are 

2S w i l l i ng to betray the people who have elected them to 
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office -- for 30 pieces of s i l ver . The labor union 

leaders not concerned with the h e a lth and long-term 

we l l -being of their members , but concerned with their 

own jobs , jump on the bandwagon . The pol i ticians 

concerned with the i r  own jobs , their re-election , their 

3 0  pieces of s i l ve r .  The fel low from the Chamber of 

Commerce who just spoke , a very nice fel low, I ' m  sure, 

he ' s  gotten h i s  30 pieces of s ilver to say what he said . 

There are those of us in Idaho who are very tempted to 

s e l l out for those 30 pieces of s i lver , but I don ' t  think 

we wil l .  From what I know o f  the folks in this state,  

there ' s  one aspect of environmen tal impact that the 

Department of Energy should consider very care ful l y ,  

and that i s ,  that if attempts are made to build this 

fac i l ity,  the environment will be c luttered with the 

1 6  bodies of those of us who do not intend to betray our 

1 7 chi ldren ' s  birthright . We will stand in the way of the 

18 construct.ion equipment, we w i l l  challenge this pro ject a t  

1 9  every step of the way .  And it wou ld not be respectful 

20 to be making threats here , so let me offer this as a 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2' 

promise . 

MR . EIGUREN : The next scheduled commenter 

is Bob Kie l . Bob Kie l . 

Barbara Pyl e .  Barbara Pyle . 

Mark Seiler . Mark Se iler . 

2 2  
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Roger Burges s .  

MR . BURGESS : Mr . Eiguren , friends and 

ne ighbors, my name is J .  Roger Burgess . I reside at 

1008 North 1 6th , Boise , Idaho . I have long been concerned 

about nuclear wa r ,  about manufacture of nuclear weapon s ,  

and about nuclear accident s .  I am concerned about the 

e f fect on our environment of toxic waste s ,  both nuclear 

and non-nuc l e a r .  

would question t h e  need f o r  additional 

nuclear weapons-producing facilities . Existing facilities 

are quite capable of proce ss ing existing stockpi les of 

ma terial to re fine plutonium and meet demands in the 

foreseeable future . 

As for the much-publicized economic 

spin-offs and benefits of laser research at this plant , 

they are non -existent . According to the report at the 

scoping hearings and the impact statement , the SIS would 

be built solely for the purpose of plutonium production . 

Laser research has been and would continue to be conducted 

at the Livermore Lab .  

A l l  of DOE nuclear fac i l i ties have become 

cesspoolS of contamination . Information as to leaks of 

radi at i on has been withheld from the pub l i c ,  and when 

word finally leaks out,  the DOE insists that no harm has 

been done . DOE brushes off stud i e s  by other sources a s  

2 3  
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inconc lusive . Even its own studies that do not support 

its position become inconc lusive . We know better than 

that . Here in Idaho we have waged a long and hard battle 

at INEL to stop dumping nuc lear waste directly into the 

aqui fer . INEL engineers and experts insisting no harm 

could come of i t .  We know better than that . We must do 

our own thinking . Experts , you know, have vested 

interests in continuing a situat ion that a f fords their 

income and prest ige , and feeds their egos . 

I am attach'ing an article from 

The Idaho Statesman of 3 -2 2 - 8 8  and datel ined Twin Fa l l s ,  

i n  which a spokesman for INEL says that INEL could be 

added to the Superfund l ist for toxic c l ean-up . He a l so 

says such c l ean-up would cost $ 3 0-mi l l ion and probably 

take 30 years . Also a news release of three workers 

injured form radioactive exposure ,  supposedly ,  long-range 

effects on workers -- oh . Sup�osedly,  no serious results 

were found . However , DOE does not fol low up on long-range 

effects on workers and residents in the area of nuc lear 

fac i l ities , such a s  for 1 0  or 2 0  years or longer . Or if 

they do have such information, it i s  a c lose ly -guarded 

secret . 

SIS will not be a good ne ighbor . Our state 

officials should be putting pressure on INEL to remove 

the nuclear waste that was supposed to be stored on a 

2 4  
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temporary bas i s .  Better our o f f i c ials put pressure on in 

this respect, than to greet the SIS with open arms . 

I am concerned about accidents on our 

h ighways . SIS  will generate a tremendous volume o f  

nuclear traffic o n  Idaho roads . This has not been 

adequately addre ssed by the impact statement . One thing 

we do not need i s  the specter of g iant armed trucks 

accompanied by armed guard s ,  that feel no need to comply 

with any state regulat ions as to highway speed and safety . 

10 Already there has been reports of confrontations and 

11 near -confrontations between such trucks and pol ice , even 

12 to the point of interferring with police handling of 

13 traffic , and so forth , as a result of accidents on our 

5 . 2 9 . 8 5 14 national highways . A nuclear mishap could be a rna jar 

I S  d i saster f o r  Idaho . 

6 . 2  
The SIS h a s  been heralded as creating jobs . 

11 I have been a working man a l l  of my adult life . 

18 understand the need for industry and job s .  But t h i s  i s  

19 too big a price to pay for a job . 

20 It is true that Idaho is too great to l itte r .  

2 1  In conclusion, I would l ike to add that " I daho is too great 

22 to become a nuclear sewer . "  

23 MR . EIGUREN : The written comments of 

24 Roger Burgess will  be included in the record as Exhibit 

25 No . 600 . 

25  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 
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( Exhibit 600 was marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : The next scheduled commenter 

is Richard Hahn . 

MR . HAHN : Thank you , Mr . Eiguren . My 

name is Richard L. Hahn . I am the manager of Industrial 

Development for Idaho Power Company .  My business address 

is 1 2 1 7  West Idaho , in Boise , Idah o .  

On behalf of Idaho Powe r Company ,  I have 

several comments concerning the Spec ial Isotope Separation 

10 Project which is proposed for S i t ing at the Idaho National 

11 Engineering Laboratory , the Department of Energy ' s  

1 2  preferred location . 

13 Firs t ,  I would like to thank the DOE for 

14 their efforts in providing information to the publ ic on 

15 the S I S  project . Not only is t h i s  information important 

16 to understanding what the S I S  pro j ect is , and i s  not, but 

11 it a lso demonstrates the commitment and emphasis DOE places 

1 8  ensuring that the ir activities or project proposals 

19 in a safe manner a s  well a s  utilize all practical 

20 to preserve the environmen t .  For these efforts , 

21 you are to be commended . 

22 I have reviewed the Draft Environmental 

Impact Statement on the S I S  proJ e ct .  1 be lieve that this 

24 Draft EIS adequately addre sses the �ssues ra ised during the 

25 E I S  scop�ng hearlngs last year . 

26 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

2 . 1 3 . 8  

2 . 1 . 1  

3

4

6

7

9

16

23

8015E. 10•80 (0701

1208/ 336,208

2

3

4

6

7

23

on

operate

means

P 0 OOP 578

80155.10500 83701

MOW 33,9208



....... 
'-I 
en 

5 . 2 9 . 2  

5 . 2 4 . 2 1 

5 . 2 4 . 2 3 

5 . 2 7 . 1 2 . 4  

Two major conclusions can be reached after 

reviewing thi s  Draft E 1 5 :  

1 )  That the DOE h a s  considered a l l  

practical means to ensure s a f e  transportat ion o f  

hazardous materials to and from t h e  S I S ,  and that the S I S  

w i l l  be operated i n  a s  s a f e  a manner a s  pos s ible , which 

includes proper storage of lower-level waste at INEL . 

DOE ' s  objective to construct and operate 

the SIS in a safe and environmental ly-acceptable manner 

10  w i l l  be enhanced by locating the project at the INEL . For 

11 the past 39 year s ,  the INEL has deve loped a hi story of 

12 safety as we l l  as responsible management of thei r  

1 3  nuc lear activities . This leadership demon strated at INEL 

14 will insure ( s ic ) that the SIS projects will be constructed 

15 and operated in a safe and environmentally-acceptable 

16 manner .  

17  During the past several years , the idustries 

18 that traditionally have been the mainstay of Idaho ' s  

19 economy have been in the doldrums . Agricultura l ,  t imber ,  

20 mining , and to some degree our e l ectronics industry has 

21 been affected by a recession , resulting in decreased 

22 employment and a reduced value o f  production . But even 

23 during this economic downturn , Idaho still had several 

24 bright spots -- one of these being the operation at INEL . 

2S INEL is very important to Idaho ' s  economy , 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

and particularly to the commun i t i e s  in southeastern Idaho . 5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 
The S I S  pro j ec t ,  if located at INEL,  will be a pos it ive 

economic benefit to the state . 

This $ 500-m i l l ion pro ject will employ 400 

construction personnel . A s ignif icant number of these 

personnel will be from Idaho, which will be a great benefit 

to the state ' s  construction industry . Add itiona l l y ,  it 

i s  l ikely a large percentage of the construction materials 

w i l l  be supplied by or provided through Idaho businesse s .  

10  Once complete d ,  the S I S  will employ an 

1 1  operating staff of 7 50 with annual operating costs o f  

1 2  $ 5 4 -mi l l ion . 

1 3  Not only wi l l  thi s pro j ect benefit the 

14 state ' s  economy during construct ion , but it a l so will 

15 provide over 700 employment opportun ities for Idaho ' s  

16 c i t i zens whic h ,  based on the state ' s  total employment , i s  

1 7  a significant increase . But the S I S  pro ject has additional 5 . 2 7 . 1 2 . 5 
, .  pos itive economic benefits . S i t ing the S I S  adjacent to 

19  the Idaho Chemical Processing Plant will result in 

20 maximum util izat ion of the e x i s t ing infrastructure that 

21 provides supporting service s .  This  maximun util ization 

22 wi l l  enhance the abi l i ty of INEL to avoid or minimize 

23 any negative impacts to the region ' s  economy shou l d  

24 certain DOE programs be reduced or e l iminated . 

25 Another benefit is the S I S  technology itsel f .  

28 
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1 . 1  

I f  the S I S  is located in Idaho, our state will be on the 

leading edge in the application of advanced laser 

technology . What can this mean to Idaho? The S I S  

technology h a s  t h e  potential to be transfe rred to high-tech 

industries . Thi s  technology transfer can a l so be extended 

to Idaho ' s  universities and college s ,  providing a 

tremendous support network between INEL , higher education 

and business . The result may be many technology-based 

satellite industries locat ing in southeastern Idaho as 

10 we l l  as in other areas of the state . The S I S  technology 

11 can l iterally provide the impetus to take Idaho ' s  economy 

1 '2  into the 2 1 st century and beyond . 

13 I am confident the S I S  project will be 

1 4  safely operated, environmentally acceptable and a tremendous 

IS  benef i t  to Idaho ' s  economy . Idaho Power is proud of the 

1 6  relationship we have had with DOE as their primary 

17 electricity supplier since 1 95 1 .  Idaho Power supports 

1 8  locating the S I S  project at INEL and we will  assist in 

19 any way that is appropriate to accomplish this goa l .  

20 Thank you , Mr . Chairman . That is the 

'21 po sition of the Idaho Power Company . 

22 MR . EIGUREN: We w i l l  accept the company ' s  

'23 written statement for the record and mark it as Exhibit 

24 

" 

No . 601 as the official comment of the Idaho Power Company . 

( Exhibit 601 marked and entered . )  
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MR . EIGUREN : Going down the l i s t  a t  this 

Mike Este s .  Mike Este s .  

Candice Anderso n .  Candice Anderson . 

Barbara Harker . 

MS . HARKER: My name is Barbara Harker ;  I 

l ive at 3 5 1 2  Windsor Drive , in Boise . And I have to make 

a comment . First,  I ' m  not a public speaker , and I just 

arranged with someone if I f a l l  over from fright , they ' re 

10 to come pick me up and read my paper . 

1 1  I ' m married into an INEL family . My 

1'2 father-in-law was a mach inist at the INEL for many years , 

1 3  

14  

" 

1 6  

1 7  

I. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

and I have a brother-in- law that works there now . We 

were very we l l  educated into the benef it s  and the safety 

of the nuclear industry , and I bought it totally . My 

husband was concerned about the amount of radiation shown 

on the badges of the people in h i s  fami l y .  I thought 

only l iberal rabblerousers were concerned about such thing s ,  

and I w a s  very conservat ive . 

Some years back my husband and I hosted 

the Western Governors ' Conferenc e ,  a long with Governor Evans 

and his wife . There we met Gove rnor Robert List , a very 

nice person . He talked about the horrors of transporting 

nuclear material through his state . He even complained to 

a House Interior Committee hearing that " s imple tape " had 

30 
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been used to seal a metal container containing liquid 

waste from a Michigan reactor into his state . The tape 

had been painted over to conceal the problem. But the 

cask was dripping and may have contaminated roads for 

more than 1 , 000 miles . This was h i s  testimony . 

respected him, but , boy, I wasn ' t  going to change my 

position . Anything nuclear was great -- that is , until 

Chernobyl . 

I was ill  at that time , very i l l . And my 

10 physic ian told me I was in one of the h igh-risk groups 

11 for possible i l l  e f fects from low-level radiation . He 

12 thought that I might want to l earn more , so I started 

13 studying . During the fal lout time from Chernoby l ,  daily 

14 I kept in touch with the Departments o f  Radiation in 

,. Idaho , even with those in Utah , Oregon and Nevada . 

,. began contacting scientists and people who worked at the 

1 7  Center f o r  D i sease Control i n  Atlanta s o  that I could 

,. learn more about the health effects and safety regulation . 

19 And I began reading books and documents regarding 

20 accidents and casual ties of production , transportation 

21 and storage of nuclear materia l .  

22 The government agencies concerned with the 

23 different aspects of the nuclear industry had led us to 

24 be lieve : 

25 1 ) That only major d isasters were 

3 1  
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dangerous and that we were protected from thos e .  I found 

out that low- level radiat ion poses serious health effects;  

and that scientists are not sure at what level there are 

no i l l  health e f fects ; and that government agencies have 

admitted that they have put safety standards too low. 

I learned that safety records for production 

faci lities were bad .  In one yea r ,  for example , a f i re 

at the AEC ' s  Medina Works in San Antonio , touched off 

1 2 0 , 000 tons of explosives and sent a u�anium cloud into 

10 the environs of one of Texa s '  largest cities . At least 

1 1  two ma jor explosions a lso ripped through the AEC ' s 

12 Burlington, Iowa , bomb assembly plant . And the AEC ' s  

13  

1 4  

1 5  
, .  
1 7  

1 8  

1 9  

hydrogen bomb fabrication plant a t  Pantex, T e x a s ,  was 

severely damaged by a freak hail storm, despite its 

supposed invulnerability to enemy attack . Rocky Flats 

has been plagued with uncontrolled radiation emissions 

and has had two major fires . 

The Department of Energy and the Department 

of Transportation have led us to bel ieve that nuclear 

W material can and has been transported safe ly . I learned 

21 from my studies and talking to people that there were many 

22 mishaps . Every yea r ,  the NRC and the DOT have lost 

23 several thousand movements of radioactive wa ste . One year, 

24 when the American Atomics trit ium was moved to Flagsta f f ,  

25 1 2 2  nuclear-related transport accidents were reported , 

3 2  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

5 . 2 4 . 2 2 

5 . 2 9 . 1 0 7 

6

7

8

9

o. eox s7e

19041336,6264

6

7

9

13

141

19

34

P 0 80X 3,3
004., 10..0 43701

1200/ 336 9206



....... 
""-l 
U) 

5 . 2 9 . 6 5 

3 . 2 . 1 1  

1 . 1  

8096  

including a t  least 1 7  that resulted i n  environmental 

contamination . How many went unreported remains unknown . 

But ,  in November of 1980 the GAO warned that the agency, 

the Department of Transportation , could not "determine 

the extent of the problems involved in transporting 

hazardous materia ls , "  let alone solve them . 

Because of what I have learned persona l l y ,  

I f e e l  that t h e  government agencies have only told u s  

half of the story concerning nuclear safety . Because o f  

10  what I have found out , I feel i t s  h istory of possible 

11 cover-ups and denials and because of the safety records and 

12 because of the real health effects that I have found out , 

13 I have changed my opinion . I am no longer an INEL family 

14 member who believes what the INEL ta lked . I am tota lly 

1 5  against the SIS proposals . 

1 7  

Thank you . 

MR . EIGUREN : Included in the written 

1 8  record as Exhibit No . 6 0 2  will be the written comments 

19  of Barbara Harker of Boise . 

20 

21 

22 is Jane Leeson . 

23 

( Exhibit 602 was marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : The next scheduled commenter 

MS . LEESON : I am Jane Leeson ; I reside at 

24 3 1 0  Ressegu i e ,  in Bo ise , and I am here to state my 

25 oPPosi tion to the construction of this plutonium processing 

3 3  
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project.  I believe it i s  simply too dange rous for those 

of us living today and imposes too great a threat to 

those yet unborn . 

The process is expe rimenta l .  Its existing 

s afeguards and precautions are inadequate . 

This country cannot a f f ord to pursue a 

project such as this that could contaminate if not a l l ,  

at least certainly large regions o f  t h i s  planet . There is 

need . We cannot af ford to apply some of our best minds 

10 on a counter-productive pro j ect . We cannot afford the 

1 1  initial economic contribution it would take from the rest 

1 2  of our economy . We cannot a f f ord to jeopard ize our 

13 regional population and environmen t .  

1 4  If the DOE persists on continuing with this 

1 5  pro j ect, I believe they should not build it at INEL . The 

16 site at INEL is near the headwaters of one of the greatest 

water systems in this country; it is adjacent to an 

1 8  earthquake zone, and it is hundreds of miles from its 

feeder sourc e .  There i s  no nearby or any existing storage 

20 facil ity that is adequate . 

2 1  We have to be smarter than this plan 

22 indicates that the DOE i s .  I f  the DOE can l t  f ind a safer 

23 environment than INEL, how can we trust them to manage 

24 something as potent ially catastrophic as plutonium? 

25 I would l ike to address what I think are 

34 
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certain failures of this document and the DOE ' s  application 

2 the NEPA process today. On the record I would like to 

3 state that I found the language of the seoping officials 

4 and documents to be inappropriate . At that seoping 

5 meeting both officials and documents treated this project 

6 i f  it were a "done deal . "  It makes a mockery o f  the 

7 ecosystem proces s ,  and I think something as dangerous as 

8 a plutonium project heightens the need for the NEPA 

9 process to be strictly compl ied with , and I would like to 

10 on the record at this point to object to that treatment 

11 t h i s  project . 

12 In regard to this Dra ft E r S ,  I would like 

1 3  identify a number of problems that I th ink should be 

14 corrected and amended : 

1 5  Specifica l l y ,  t h e  transportation risks that 

16 addressed in this project only dealt with those in 

1 7  this region; it did not deal with the transportation risks 

18 associated with transporting of radioactive wastes and 

19 plutonium after they had been completed at the 

20 facility . These risks were n o t  compared t o  paral l e l  

21 ri sks that might be assoc iated with production if the plant 

22 were at Hanford or at Savannah River . 

23 Secondl y ,  the compa rative risks were not 

24 for Hanford and Savannah in regard to earthquake . 

25 I was looking at the draf t ,  I could not find a 
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comparative ana lysis of the a l ternatives that show that 

the r i sks at Hanford from earthquake were less than those 

at INEL . 

I found that the worst case scenarios 

overall were inadequate . The ma jority of that section 

dealt with the design and construction provisions that 

would make catastrophic events unlikely, and a very sma l l  

percent o f  those sections actua l l y  dealt with the real 

risk that might exist . The DOE was responsible for 

10 presenting to the public a picture of what might happen 

11 if in fact the design and construction failed,  i f  in fact 

12 the f i lter systems d id not work . Nowhere in the document 

13 did the people get a real picture of the risks from 

14 exposure and contamination to the environment . In fact, 

15  I believe that an independent research effort should be 

16 conducted in regard to worst case scenar ios . The DOE is 

17  a self-monitoring agency and much of the hard facts were 

18 cloaked in the need to keep the information from the 

1 9  public because of national secur ity . I think that this 

20 poses a very serious problem in the public believing the 

21  veracity of this document . 

22 I also found that this document fai led to 

23 meet NEPA standards that the information be available to 

24 the public . Part of the def inition of that ava ilabil ity 

25 i s  that the language be in language that the general 
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public can understand . Ye t ,  in the case of the worst 

case scenario situation , the risks of exposure were 

desc ribed in charts of mathemat ical reference s ,  and there 

was no adequate narrative description given of what these 

mathematical references meant . Therefor e ,  I think that 

it precluded the information being available to the public . 

And f inally,  I can I t h e lp but believe that 

there are hidden , there are items on a hidden agenda . 

understand that the plant at Hanford may be permanently 

10 c losed and there ' ll be a need to build another plant 

1 1  somewhere . I wondered if there are any research or 

11 speculative documents that such a plant might be built at 

13 INEL . I f ind it suspicious that the legis la tion that 

14  precludes commercial ly-generated nuclear waste will  

1 S  expire about the same time that defense nuclear wastes 

16 runs out . I find it suspicious that there is a connection 

17 between one of the by-products from this processing 

18 system and the eradication of food -- irad iation of food , 

19 and that th is area may be used as an experimental area 

10 for th is . 

11 I think some of these concerns exist in 

11 the public and they should be addre ssed , and adequate l y .  

1 3  And unt i l  a plan is developed that evidences that the DOE 

14 is smart enough to dea l with this project,  then I believe 

15 we are left with no option but the " No Action Alternative . "  

37 
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Thank you . 

MR . EIGUREN : Before taking a short reces s ,  

I would like t o  announce the fol lowing statist ic s .  We ' ve 

had several members of the public as we l l  as the media 

asking about these hearing s .  

T o  date , we ' ve had approximately 3 0  hours 

of hearing s ,  including the hearings in Idaho Fal l s ,  Bo ise , 

and Twin Fal l s . When complete we anticipate that we ' l l 

have somewhere between 55 and 60 hours of hearings . The 

10  total number of commenters who have preregistered to speak 

II at this series of hearings is 83 2 .  To this point in time 

1 1  we ' ve had approximately 430 commenters participating in 

13 the proceedings . 

14 We have received for the record 602 exhibits . 

IS Those exhibits include both written comments from 

16 individuals who d id testify as we l l  as written comments 

17  from individuals who attended the hearing but chose not 

1 8  to orally comment .  I n  addition to that, i t  a l so includes 

1 9  petitions and other types of documents that have been 

10 submitted for the record . 

11 Wi th that , we ' l l  go ahead and take a 

11 five-minute recess . 

23 ( Recess was h ad . )  

24 MR . EIGUREN : Lad ies and gentlemen , we ' re 

1S ready to once again resume our public hearin g .  

3 8  
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The next scheduled commenter is Patsy Chase . 

Dan Harker . Dan Harker . 

MR . HARKER : My name is Dan Harker; I 

reside at 3 5 1 2  Windsor Drive , Bo ise . 

The First Amendment to the Constitution of 

the United States guarantees u s  the freedom of speech, 

the right of the people to assemble peaceful ly ,  and to 

petit ion the government for a redress of grievance s .  

And here we are here today, exercising 

11 these right s ,  so for my sake and your s ,  I hope these 

12 people are 1 istening . 

13 I ' m speaking for a lot of people in my 

14 generation who care , but are afraid to state their 

15 opinions . And we want to be heard,  because this issue 

1 6  a f fects our generation as much or more than any . 

17  I f  you do not care about the health and 

1 8  safety of your generation, please l i sten to what I have 

19 to say,  for the sake of our generation . 

20 I share the theory of Steven Hawk in s ,  who 

21 is one of the world ' s  finest phys icists , and is rated 

22 equal to Einstein in inte l l igenc e . He lectures on the 

23 folly of building nuclear weapon s .  He state s :  "We have 

24 the equivalent of four tons of h igh explosives for every 

2.5 person on earth . It takes a half a pound of explosives 

39 
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to k i l l  one person , so we have 1 6 , 000 times as much as 

we need . "  

Why expose ourselves to the pos sibil ity of 

accidents in transport , product i on ,  and storage of 

nuclear material when we a lready have 1 6 , 000 times as 

much a a  we need to kill every man , woman and child 

earth? 

Why would Idaho choose to provide 7 5 0  

j obs , against these staggering f igures . For t h i s  reason , 

10 a s ide from the pos sible health e f fect s ,  I am emphatically 

1 1  against the building of the S I S  project . 

12 I would a l so l ike to add that I am a very 

1 3  hea lth-conscious individual and I don ' t  take drug s ,  and 

14 I am not promiscuous in any way . But I have control of 

1 .5  these things . But I have no control over dying slowly 

16 from radiation, low-level radiation contamination . And 

17 I don ' t  think that ' s  fair . 

, .  MR . RIGUREN : The written comments of 

19 Dan Harker wi l l  be included in the record as Exhibit 

20 No . 603 . 

21 ( Exhibi t 603 was marked and entered . )  

23 

MR . EIGUREN : The next scheduled commenter 

is Barry Dow . Barry Dow. 

Laura Carson . Laura Carson . 

I understand that Mr . Barry Dow ' s  phy sician 

40 
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will be substituted by Ruth Hemmingway . 

MS . HEMINGWAY : I ' m Ruth Hemmingway from 

Bo ise , Idaho, and I am opposed to building the SIS project 

not only here in Idaho but anywhere . 

According to the paper today , Energy 

secretary John He rrington says that there is plenty of 

plutonium available and we don ' t  need any more . I ' m  

hoping that by the middle of the 1990 ' 5 we will be in a 

more peaceful world and we won ' t  need to be worried about 

building bombs . Let ' s  create jobs by feeding the hungry 

11 people of the world . 

12 Thank you . 

1 3  MR . EIGUREN : Laura Carso n .  

14  Jenny Defoggi . 

I S  Clair Turner . 

1 6  Jennie Thomas . 

1 7  John Harms . 

1 8  D R .  HARMS : M y  name is Dr . John Harms . 

19 was born on the great Snake River Aquifer 68 years ago 

20 next month . I ' ve seen a part of the Snake River Plain 

21  which many of you COUldn ' t  be l ieve . I presently l ive at 

22 6 1 1 6  Edgewater Drive in Bois e .  

23 I have for you today a story about The 

24 and The Nomad -- A Fractured Fable for Our Time . 

25 Once upon a t ime,  a long time ago , a nomad 
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pitched his tent during a sandstorm . His dromedary 

sheltered in the lee of the tent ; but, he said to the 

nomad , "The sand is blowing into my nose and into my eye s "  

If I could just put my head i n  t h e  tent everything would 

be much better . "  

Soon the dromedary said,  "Things are pretty 

cold out here . If I could just get my shoulders into the 

tent I wou ld be warmer . "  

In a little whi l e  the dromedary said , 

10 "Things are rea l ly getting cold out here , if I could just 

11 get my hump into the tent then everything would be just 

12  hotsy-totsy . "  

1 3  When the camel t r ied to bring h is hump 

14 into the tent it was too much and everything collapsed . 

15 Once upon a time, a long time ago , God 

16 made Idaho and said,  "This is good . "  And then He laid 

17 it out-of-doors . God made man and s a id ,  "This is Idaho . 

18 You tak.e care of it . "  

1. Man saw Idaho and said, "Oh ,  what a good 

20 weapons-testing station . "  

21 And then the dromedary said, " I f  I could 

22 just get my shoulders into the tent we could study the 

23 peaceful uses of the atom . "  Then the dromedary said , 

24 " I f  I could just get my hump into Idaho you can look at 

25 scenery in Alaska and raise potatoes in Maine . "  
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The Department of Energy has not 

acknowledged that they have solved the problem of spent 

reactor fue l ;  but they think that they have an 

unacknowledged solution . Whi l e  Congress struggles over 

which leaky salt dome or Bu l l  Frog County to bless with 

perennial radiation , DOE slyly thrusts its hump into the 

INEL . Maybe the tent wil l  be big enough. Congress has 

yet to legislate a dry salt dome , so Idaho received the 

radioactive materials from the Three M i le Is land d i saster 

" t emporari ly . "  

Now, the Department of Energy proposes that 

proposed missile reduction required the proliferation of 

bomb-grade plutonium. DOE proposes that to get such 

enriched plutonium we will build an atomic vapor laser 

isotope separator to reproce s s  a l imited quantity of spent 

fuel-grade pluton ium for a few years and to store the 

radioactive residue in Idaho " temporari l y "  until Congress 

can legislate a l e ak-proof salt dom e .  

C a n  w e  really believe t h a t  we a r e  really 

to store "temporar ily " ·  just a few year s ' production 

of radioactive residue from a l imited quantity of 

spent fuel when we have access to all o f  the spent 

fuel -grade plutonium in the western world? INEL has not 

been legislated to be the recipient of all radioactive 

residue ; but ,  if it is processed through the atomic vapor 
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laser isotope separator it can hold the radioactive 

residue of the entire western world " temporarily . "  

The question r i s e s ,  "Wi l l  there be room 

enough for man and radioactive res idue both in Idaho ' s  

tent ? "  

MR . EIGUREN : Thank you , Dr . Harms . 

Our next scheduled Commenter is Jane Holt . 

Dr . Harms ' written comments wil l  be marked 

and entered as Exhibit No. 604 for the record . 

10  ( Exhibit 604 marked and entered . )  

1 1  MS . HOLT : I ' m Jane Wells Hol t ;  I l ive at 

1 2  2 1 1 3  Division,  Boise . 

1 3 While I can think of any number of reasons 

to oppose the Special Isotope Separa tion Pro ject such as 

15 the lack of need for an additional supply of plutonium, 

the manufacture of weapons-grade plutonium itself would 

1 7  violate t h e  spirit of t h e  Nuc lear Non-proli feration Treaty 

18 and set a dangerous precedent, the number of Idaho people , . who would benefit from the jobs has not been e s tablished, 

20 the U.  S.  has an adequate stockpi l e  of plutonium to meet 

21 the national defense needs . The reason 1 chose to address 

22 today is the lack of safety in the transportation of 

23 plutonium on Idaho ' s  highways and other transportation 

2. routes . As I understand i t ,  the plutonium would be 

25 transported as a powder from Hanford , Washington , to INEL . 
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The comment I heard was "No accidents had happened -- yet . "  

With a half- l if e  of 2 4 , 000 years , can you imagine what 

would happen to our beloved state and to the people i f  

j u s t  one k e g  w a s  punctured by a n  accident? I t ' s  a 

horrifying thought and one that should g ive any proponent , 

espec ially those state officials e lected by the people , 

of this insane plan , pause . 

Thank you . 

MR . EIGUREN : The written comments of 

10 Jane Holt will be marked as Exhibit No . 605 for the 

11 record . 

1 2  ( Exhibit No . 605 was marked and entered . )  

1 3 MR . EIGUREN : The next scheduled commenter 

14  is a Mr . Richardson . Mr . Richardson . 

1 5  

, .  

17  

, .  

19 

20 

Mike Hughes . Mike Hughes .  

Ole Cram . Ole Cram . 

John Stinson-Wilge . John Stinson-Wi lge . 

Beverly Mil ler . 

MS . MILLER : My name is Beverly Miller;  

I live at 417  North Atlantic Street here in Boise . I r ye 

21 l ived in Idaho for nearly 20 years now, and I ' m here to 

22 speak against the SIS . 

23 The Department of Energy demands that we 

24 set aside our moral concerns and l i sten instead to the 

25 promises they make about the SIS proj ect : Promises of 

4 5  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING BO'SE. 'OAHO 83701 

l2081 JJ6·nQ8 

jobs , promises of safety, promises that the environment 

will  be respecte d .  But they a l so a s k  that w e  o f f e r  our 

l i ve s ,  those of our children , and those of generations 

unborn, as col lateral on these promise s .  

How good are these promises? Despite 

the fact that DOE h ired a team o f  29 out-of-state experts 

(at a cost to the taxpayer I shudder to contemplate ) to 

draw up the wish l ist they call a Draft Environmental 

Impact Statement , the disclaimer inside the front cover 

10  makes it c lear that no one is wi l l ing to stand behind 

11 their promises : Not the governmen t ,  not the authors , 

12 not the Agency . 

13 Early in th is report,  we are told the DOE 

14 wants to build SIS in order to create a condition they 

15 c a l l  plutonium production capacity redundanc y .  I n  my 

16 dictionary, redundancy is d e fined as " superfluous or 

17 excessive and unnecessary duplicat ion . "  That sounds a 

18 lot l ike what we Idahoans condemned a few years back as 

19 the fat in federal spending . They have a l ready admitted 

20 they don ' t  need the SIS to maintain an adequate supply 

21 of nuc lear materials for the nation ' s  defense . 

22 In creating the existing supply, howev e r ,  

23 the government has left behind dangerous reservoirs of 

24 radioactive wast e s ,  which it admits it doesn ' t  know what 

25 to do with . Nuc lear wastes produced 35 years ago are 
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s t i l l  Sitting over the Snake River Aquifer awaiting final 

di spos a l ,  and this report makes it clear that S I S-generated 

wastes would join them . But we are told not to worry, 

because the government has a committee looking at the 

problem . That i s  not an original solution . 

Meanwh i le , the committee that created this 

report a l leges that the DOE can construct a system here 

which will be a federal first : There would be no 

unantic ipated ex igenc ies,  only what are called in the 

10  report "best management technique s "  would be used . There 

11 would be no accidents or snafus of any kind a l lowed . 

1 2  We a r e  told w e  a r e  supposed to be grateful 

13  that the government wants to construct this perfect system 

14 in our state . And I would b e ,  if they wou ld test this 

1 5  perfect system first on the IRS or the Postal Servic e ,  

1 6  some government agency that does not deal in lethal 

17  "whole body dose s "  and other horrors . But until then , 

18 Idaho is still  at risk from government promises made in 

19 the p�st . And until then , we would be fooli sh to invest 

20 our trust , our l and,  our future to any more empty promises 

21 made in a book written by a committee appointed by a 

22 bureaucrac y .  

23 Thank you . 

24 MR . EIGUREN : Exhibit No . 606 in the record 

25 wi l l  be the written comments of Beverly Miller from Bois e .  
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( Exhibit 606 was marked and entered . )  

MR.  EIGUREN : The next scheduled comrnenter 

is David Mil l s .  David Mills . 

Janet Cosha . 

MS . COSHO : My name is Janet Cosha; I live 

at 1700 Sunrise Rim, Boise , Idah o .  

I a m  a retired senior c it izen who would 

rather not get involved in issues any more , but I feel 

so concerned for today ' s  and future generations that I 

10 feel I must leave my warm, comfortable house and come out 

11 to testify against the SIS and the production of more 

1 2  plutonium . People seem to favor the SIS because it will  

1 3  bring more jobs to Idaho . But what about the product 

14 that brings the jobs ? Is it worth it when there is a 

IS real potential of contaminating the Snake River Plain 

16 Aquifer and really affecting our l ives? When I drive 

1 7  through Ju lia Davis Park, I can ' t  help but notice an old 

1 8  steam engine a l l  wrapped up in plastic because of the 

19 danger of asbestos around the boilers polluting our 

20 envi ronment . Why is it that we can see this small danger, 

21 but we can ' t  see the greater danger in producing plutonium 

22 which would give 44 tons of radioactive waste with a 

23 h a l f - l ife of 2 4 , 000 years that just can ' t  be wrapped up 

24 safely in plastic?  Do we really want Idaho or any state 

25 polluted with more radioactive mater ial? 
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I favor option No . 4 ,  not to build the SIS anywhere . 

Thank. you . 

MR . EIGUREN : The written comments of 

Janet Cosho will be included in the record as Exhibit 

No . 607 . 

( Exhibit 607 was mark.ed and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN: The next scheduled commenter 

is Alvin W .  Joslyn . Alvin Joslyn . 

Paul B .  Pulsy . 

Chris DuPon t .  

Shirley Stetson . 

Marsha F .  Pries s .  

Lynn Ell i s .  

Paul Montgomery . 

Joanne Kennon . 

Lisa Ostermil le r .  

Dorothy Stra i t .  

MRS . Strait : Mr . Cha irman , Lad ies and 

Gentlemen; I ' m  Dorothy Stra i t ;  I l ive at 304 Driftwood , 

Bo i s e ,  Idaho . 

I am representing Cit izens for Energy and 

the Environment who in 1 9 8 2  obtained more than enough 

s ignatures for a pro-nuc lear initiative to be placed on 

the Idaho ballot which passed by more than 60 percent . 

We are privileged to l ive in a wonderful 
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country where we have something c a l l ed " freedom . "  Whi l e  

w e  d o  not think much about it , people i n  many parts o f  

t h e  world look. a t  u s  with envy . Some , perhaps , have never 

heard of freedom and do not real ize that it exists . Th is 

freedom g ives us the privilege to think a s  we please ,  

and , unfortunately , i n  come case s ,  t o  express opinions 

publicly and pr ivately, without bas i s  of fact . People 

in Commun ist nations do not have this pr ivi lege . They 

do not even have the freedom to leave the Communist 

10  country in which they l ive . Many r i sk their l ives to 

11 escape to freedom . 

12 Idaho National Engineering Laboratory has 

13 published the Executive Summary from the Draft 

14  Environmental Impact Statement , Spec ial Isotope Separat ion 

I S  Project wherein INEL has l isted the factual information 

,. on AVLI S  concerning : 

1 7  Availability of workers within a 50-mile 

18 radiu s ;  

, .  Adequate service s ,  housing, a n d  schools ; 

.0 Safety of transportation , drinking wate r ,  

2 1  and handling of wa ste; radiation a t  INEL i s  l e s s  than many 

•• other things including natural resourc e s ;  no problems 

'3 with atmospheric emissions , heal th , earthquake, tornado, 

,4 f lood, or accidents . 

2S Howeve r ,  there are those who are using the 
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freedoms o f  our United States o f  America to try to merge 

us with the Communist nation s ,  whose people know no 

freedoms . They di scount the INEL factual statements a s  

false and dwe l l  o n  "what i f "  f e a r s  which have a l ready 

been scient ifically addressed by the INEL , proving 

the "what i f "  fears to be unfounded . 

None of us want nuclear war or any war . 

All  war is terribl e .  But the way t o  avoid war is t o  be 

strong enough that no other nat ion would dare attack . 

10 No doubt , most people have heard that Stalin said, "The 

11 ultimate goal is the United States of America which would 

12 f a l l  like a ripe apple from a tree . "  The goal of the 

13 Soviet s ,  who are responsible for millions of deaths o f  

14  their own people and other s ,  hasn ' t  changed, in spite of 

15 what some may think now. The "ant i ' s "  some of them 

,. unwittingly, are aiding the goal of the Soviets by 

11 opposing progress in the United States . 

1 8  Yes , w e  would a l l  l ike to h a v e  peace by 

19 talking and "Thinkpeac e . "  Some think friendship gesturing, 

20 by making Washington and Moscow s i ster cities,  cooperative 

21 pro jects , and merging clubs , groups , and so forth, wi l l  

2 2  bring peace . House Speaker Jim Wright , has des igned a 

23 crossed-flag button of the United States flag and the 

24 Soviet f l ag . For those who be lieve that this is the way 

25 to peace,  ask the people of Poland , Afghanistan, Hungary 
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and Czechoslovakia , and other Communist countrie s ,  i f  this 

i s  the anSwer . They no longer have freedom, and neither 

would we . 

A better, easier,  and surer way to peace 

is to stop supporting the Soviets and other Commun ist 

nations . According to Rep .  Roth , "The West is supplying 

the Soviet bloc roughly $ l �billion every month in new 

loan s .  Every day, every day , Western commercial banks 

send $ 3 3 -m i l l ion to the Soviet bloc . "  This is in hard 

10  currency dollars which the Soviets can use to pay for 

11 anything ranging from their financi a l  obligations to Cuba , 

12 to acquiring i llegal soph i sticated Western high technology . 

13 I l i stened to the impassioned pleas o f  

1 4 the "what i f s "  with the frightening imaginary happenings 

15  that could deprive the ir children of a safe place in which 

to grow up . INEL has been in e x istence in Idaho for many 

11 years with an unsurpassed safety recor d .  Wood stoves 

18 have caused more pollution , f i res and deaths than the 

1 9  nuclear industry . 

20 I prefer freedom and the means to maintain 

21 that freedom by supporting the building of AVLIS at INEL 

22 for defense of our country and for other uses of the 

23 pluton ium . 

24 MR . E IGUREN : Exhibit 608 for the written 

25 record will be the written comments of Dorothy Strait of 
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304 Driftwood, Boise,  Idaho . Appended thereto is 

documentation that she referenced in her oral testimony . 

( Exhibit 608 marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : The next scheduled commenter 

is Terry Dennis . Terry Dennis . 

Connie McClaren . Connie McClaren . 

Debbie Roberts . Debbie Roberts . 

Virginia Bennett . 

M S .  BENNETT : My name is Virginia Bennett . 

10 I am a native Idahoan and I am opposed to the construction 

11 and operation of the SIS in Idaho . It is my fee l ing that 

1 2  the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and the proposed 

1 3  project in general has fai led to adequately address the 

,. safety i ssue posed by siting the pro ject here in Idaho . 

15 Ch ief among my concerns is the lack of training by Idaho ' s  

1 6  emergency personne l ,  police, firefighters , and ambulance 

17  crews, to deal with an accident during the transportation 

, .  of these lethal mate rials from the Hanford Reservation to 

19 the INEL s ite in eastern Idaho . As i l lustrated by the 

20 large number of toxic spil ls that have already occurred 

21 Idaho ' s  roads , our transportation system in this state 

22 is antiquated . Much of our major h ighway system consists 

23 of narrow switchback roads with sheer drops on one side . 

24 The weather conditions often make these roads treacherous . 

25 Any route between Richland, Washington , and the INEL s ite 
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near Idaho Falls takes the deadly cargo through small 

towns and cities where the local emergency personnel are 

in no way equipped to deal with an accident and its 

cons equences . The fact that the route and the schedule 

of this convoy i s  a m i l itary secret ,  compounds the problem. 

This Draft Environmental Impact Statement totally fails 

l to describe the type of emergency response that would be 

needed to deal with an acc ident that involved the release 

o f  plutonium . I feel that this pro ject cannot go forward 

10  until these issues are satisfactorily addressed . 

1 1  Thank you .  

1 2  MR . E IGUREN : Marked a s  Exhibit 609 for 

13 the hear ing record will be the written comments of 

,. Virginia Bennett of Boise . 

( Exhibit 609 marked and entered . )  

16 MR . EIGUREN: We are now at commenter order 

No . 5 5 .  Daniel Fell . 

Anne Hutchinson . 

1 .  Mike Kobe . 

2. David Emberton . 

21 Kit Bradley . 

22 Rececca Finn . 

23 Karen Edwards . 

2' Michael Peck . 

.. Lorraine Gundersen . 
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MS . GUNDERSEN: Thank you, Mr . Chairman . 

Ladies and Gentlemen; I ' m Lorraine Gundersen . I ' ve spent 

most o f  my life in Oregon , half of i t ,  and half in Idaho , 

near the rivers which I love and the land which I love . 

And I am testifying against the S I S .  

A great evil i s  planned for Idaho by siting 

the Special I sotope Separator in the state . Indeed , a 

great evil wi l l  ensue if such a plant is sited anywhere 

on Planet Earth . The S I S  wil l  r e fine plutonium for use in 

nuclear weapons ,  as you ' ve heard testified so much today . 

11 Plutonium creates the explosive force for detonating a 

12 hydrogen bomb . 

13 Because the United States has nearly 

1 4  2 5 , 000 nuc lear weapons and 100 tons of weapon-grade 

15 plutonium, the argument for more stockpiling is a specious 

1 6  

17  Plutonium causes cancer and genetic damage 

18 resulting in birth defects . It ' s  virulence remains 

19 active for some 2 4 , 000 yea rs,  as pro jected . 

20 The S I S  will rest on top of Idaho ' s  be st 

21 source of water, the Snake River Plain Aquifer . And it 

22 wi 11 be near to the epicenter of the Borah Peak earthquake 

23 are a .  

24 The arguments for more defense weapons and 

25 for jobs wanes when one faces the possible unleashed 
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destructive power of the S I S .  

Idaho should continue t o  share the Areo 

desert with the native coyotes and jackrabbit s ,  because 

they are far better neighbors . 

MR . E IGUREN : The written comments of 

Lorraine Gundersen will be included in the record as 

Exhibit No . 6 1 0 .  
( Exhibit 6 1 0  was marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : The next scheduled commen ter 

10  is J .  J .  Dion . J .  J .  Dion . 

1 1  David Simmond s .  

1 2  Commenter 6 6 ,  Valerie Galindo . 

1 3  Patsy Corke . 

1 4  Nancy Brossman . 

.. Wayne Morri s .  

16 Roger Rosentreter . 

17  Jim Krieder .  

1 8  Dan Ostermi ller . 

1 9  I ' "I I g o  back through the l i st one more time . 

20 I as sume that there are individuals who have not commented 

21 and that want to comment . 

22 There is one? Oka y .  

23 Rather than going back through the entire 

24 l i s t ,  it might be easier just to -- we l l ,  let ' s  go off the 

25 record for a moment .  
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( Discuss ion was had off the record . )  

MR . EIGUREN : In order to accommodate 

those individuals who are here this afternoon who are 

scheduled to testify this evening , we i ll a l low them to go 

ahead and testify at this point . And once again ask that 

they g ive their name and address for the record . 

Thank you, s i r .  

MR.  HEBERGER :  M y  name is Roy Heberger . 

I reside in Boise , Idaho . 

Mr . Chairman, lad ies and gentlemen , 

1 1  members of the staff , the Department of Energy : am 

12 a citizen of the State of Idaho and of the United States . 

13 My testimony is presented on behalf of myself and my 

14  family . I have a wife and two teenage daughters . 

1 5  M y  formal training i s  in science . I have 

1 6  three college degree s ,  two of which are from the University 

17  of Michigan . While my education has had its focus in 

1 8  the natural scienc e s ,  my degree requirements included a 

19 firm basis in the physical science s .  In graduate school 

20 I added to that base with additional tra ining in nuclear 

21 radiation biology . 

22 Whi le I mention my formal training in an 

23 effort to establish a certain level of credibility, I am 

24 not an expert in any of the phys ical scienc e s .  I t r y  to 

25 be an informed c it izen . 
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Given that background,  I am here to testify 

in opposition to S I S .  

S I S  -- Special Isotope Separat ion -- a 

simple euphemism for a process des igned to isolate and 

refine weapons-grade plutonium from other f is s ion products 

of uranium. I will present arguments in opposition from 

four perspective s : Technica l ,  e th ical , fisca l ,  and mora l .  

The technical perspective : In March of 1982 

Senator James McClure of Idaho issued a special report on 

10 nuclear waste in which he proposed that,  "The safe 

11 disposal of ·radio·active waste is an urgent national 

1 2  priority . "  It is unfortunate that s ix years have passed , 

13 and the complex problem of safe and sane nuclear waste 

14 disposal is still  before us . We have been unsuccessful 

15 as a nat ion in the development of a rational policy on 

16 the deve lopment ,  use and d i sposal of our nuclear resources . 

17 Some progress has been made . I think we are f inally 

18 beyond the out-of-sight!out-of-mind menta lity of the last 

19 three decades .  Maybe not .  We now have SIS before us . 

20 Plutonium is one of the most deadly of 

21 substances known to man . It has an exceptionally high 

22 rate of emission of alpha part icle s ,  and the element i s  

2 3  readily absorbed by bone marrow -- one of the body 1 s 

24 blood-forming organs . While it e x ists in trace quantities 

25 in naturally-occurring uranium ore s ,  it i s  mostly a product 
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o f  neutron irradiat ion of natural ore . In 1982 plutonium 

was being produced by nuclear power reactors throughout 

the world at a rate of about 20 , 000 ki lograms per year . 

I c ite a reference here for that . 

Plutonium 239 , the naturally-occurring 

or otherwise available form, has a half - l i fe of 2 4 , 360 
' 7  years . Thus there is substantial cause for public concern 

I. 

11 

1 2  

13  

14 

, .  

16 

17  

18 

19 

2. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

in the critical areas of human and environmental health . 

The people are totally dependent upon the 

federa l government to regulate use , handling , storage , 

and disposal of radioactive materials and to provide 

absolute safeguards against acciderital e xposure . The 

Nuclear Regulatory Commiss ion has as one of its 

responsibilitie s  the protection of the people and the 

environment from cont�ination . This leads me to the next 

aspect o f  my testimony . 

An ethical perspective : There is a 

seriou s  problem in this country today with an apparent 

lack o f  credibility in governm en t .  The people are better 

informed than ever before, and o f f icial answers to 

serious ques tion s ,  however, are met with skepticism. The 

people simple do not believe much of what they are being 

told . 

The case in point is a radiological health 

i S Bue . I am very concerned that the public receives 
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patron izing responses to its concerns about the apparent 

lack o f  a rational federal pol icy concerning radiological 

health, and national security . I don ' t  believe that there 

is a safe leve l  of exposure to radiation beyond that 

which is considered as background radiat ion . 

I see I ' ve got the green ligh t  already . 

Since my testimony was prepared in writing 

and has been submitted, I merely wish to add that there 

are serious ethical considerations here . There are,  I 

10 believe,  serious fiscal considerations here , and 1 1m very 

11 concerned that the NEPA proce s s ,  s ince this is a process 

12 of merely di sc losure , that the people understand that a l l  

1 3  the federal government has to do is d isclose the impact . The NEPA proce ss is not used to stop a process from going 

IS forward . If they do an adequate job of di sclosure, they 

16 will have done their j ob .  They should not , however, have 

17  done a prior commitment of resources prior to making a 

18 deciSion , at least on the record . And l ' m very concerned 

19 that that has not happened yet , and I am very concerned 

20 that you ' re l istening to what I think , from the tes� imony 

21 I heard today, is the preponderance in oppos ition to the 

22 process . 

23 I wish to thank you for the opportunity; 

24 I am very pleased to have had it . 

25 Thank you . 
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MR . E IGUREN : The written comments of 

ROy Heberger are marked as Exhibit N o .  6 1 1  for the record 

and will be included a s  rece ived . 

(Exhibit 6 1 1  marked and entered . )  

MR . NELSON : My name i s  Martin Nel son . 

am a retired bui lder . I am a native of Idaho and a native 

of Bo ise . 

I am opposed to the S I S  facil ity being 

built anywhere on this planet . 

10 I believe we are here because of the 

11 sel f-interest concerning the S I S  monetary gain,  jobs , 

12 patriotism, defense, surviva l .  

13 We a s  unions should be more d iscriminating 

14 about the nature of the jobs we endorse . I was a member 

15  of Local 6 3 5 ,  the Carpenters & Joiners of America , for 1 9  

1 6  years . 

1 7 I suspect there would be more concern over 

1 8  the construction of a new plant to produce Agent Orange 

19 or napalm . But we have come to accept the production o f  

2 0  the most deadly substance k.nown to man . 

21 Our minds seem to have been numbed by the 

22 substitution of the word "defens e "  for the more easily 

23 understood term "war . "  Let me repeat that , please . Our 

24 minds seem to have been numbed by the substitution of the 

2S word "defense" for the more easily understood term "wa r . "  

6 1  
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10  

1 1  

I am sure George Orwe l l  would understand 

such an example of doublethink or doublespeak . At a time 

when we are negotiating a 50 percent reduction in 

long-range missiles and the ratif ication of the INF Treaty, 

it seems inappropr iate , even stupid, to s imultaneously 

be constructing an S I S  plutonium factory facil ity in 

Idaho or anywhere e l se . S I S  will surely create d is t rust 

and 'ch i l l  the e f forts to phase down and reduce the leve l 

of nuclear weapons . 

Give peace a chance . 

Seldom does one d i scover a poem which so 

12 aptly reflects an issue ; "I Am a Nuclear God" does 

13  precisely that . 

1 4  I A M  NUCLEAR GOD 

15 "I rode the winds 

16 Across the ocean in Enola Gay 

1 7  Shadowing the children 

1 8  Playing i n  Hiroshima . 

19 I am sleeping 

20 In the MX mis s i le , the ICBM ' s ,  the S520 ' s ,  

21 and 

22 In the President ' s  plans for star wars . 

23 I cause fear in the hearts 

24 Of those aware o f  my existence . 

2S I crave the lazy apathy 
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14 
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Of those ignorant and complacen t .  

I e a t  trillions of dollars 

Wh ile chi ldren starve in third-world 

countries 

And live wi thout hope in U. S .  ghettos . 

I must be produced forever and ever . 

I am the cold war ,  the rumors,  and rumors 

Of war . 

The world has given me 5 0 , 000 Alta rs . 

I am Nuclear God . 

Conceived for mutual-as sured destruction 

Des igned in diabo l ical darkness . 

I wai t  

T o  annihilate a l iving plane t .  

MR . EI GUREN : The written comments of 

1 6  Martin V .  Ne lson of Boise will be marked as Exhibit No . 612 

17  and admitted in the record as received . 

18 ( Exhibit 6 1 2  was marked and entered . )  

, .  

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR . EIGUREN : Patrick Moore . 

MR . MOORE : My name is Patrick Moore , and 

I live at l 5l7� Division in Bo i s e .  

Everyone knows w e  a r e  faced and threatened 

by virtually inexpressible budget deficit ,  and everyone 

probably knows , at least Newsweek doe s ,  that we are awash 

in plutonium . It would seem to me that the logical thing 
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to do would be not to build the SIS . I don ' t  know a whole 

lot about aquifers or employment multipl iers , but I do 

know of the Department of Energy ' s  record in dealing with 

weapons-grade or weapons plutonium plants . And I have 

heard the expert testimony of those who doubt this 

Environmental Impact Statement and have even cal led it a 

sham . I ' m inc lined to believe them . 

About the only thing I can object to th is , 

it ' s  rea l l y ,  you probably haven ' t  heard before , is that I 

10 am new to Idah o .  I came up here about a year ago after 

1 1  I was honorably di scharged from the Marine Corps . I came 

12  up here because it was pristine , and I can assure you I 

13 probably wouldn ' t  have come up here if there was a 

14 nuclear bomb factory up here . I came up here to pay 

IS out-of-state tuition at BSU -- kind of makes you wonder 

16 how many jobs spun off of that . And I wouldn ' t  have gone 

17 to the University of Hanford . 

18 The Department of Energy says that one of 

19 the considerations they have for this,  for building this 

20 plant in Idaho , is that a lack of an anti-nuclear movement 

21 here , a favorable political c l imate . We l l ,  I rode my 

22 bicycle through the snowstorm to get here today, and if 

23 they build that plant up there and God hope they don ' t , 

24 I ' ll ride my bicycle up there through the snow in protest 

25 up there . 
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Thank you . 

MR . EIGUREN: Lad ies and Gentlemen, I ' ll 

now go to the l i st of individuals who registered a t  the 

door at the beginning of this hearing which was held on 

Saturday . I ' l l go through the lis t  onc e ,  and then at 

that time we ' l l go ahead and include anyone else . 

Brian Conner . 

Angie Blain . 

Chris Griffin . 

Richard Forney . 

Athena Evans Campbe l l . 

John S .  Kriz . 

Gary Sandusky . 

Gayle Heylman . 

Sandi Larsen . 

Rita Sellers Hoffman . 

Michelle Morrison . 

Wanda Nelson . 

Tom Sipes . 

Mark Sprague . 

MR . SPRAGUE : H e l lo . My name is 

22 Mark Sprague , and I l i ve here in Boise . I ' m  not much of 

23 a pub l ic speaker . 

24 I would like to read to you some of the 

.. things that were said by what I be lieve to be one of the 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

greatest teachers that the world has ever known, who is 

Jesus Chri st . 

He said something here that I thinK is very 

applicable to th is s ituation , and this is what He said : 

"Therefore a l l  things whatsoever ye would 

that men should do to you, do ye even so to them : for 

this is the law and the prophets . Enter ye in at the 

strait gate : for wide is the gate , and broad is the way , 

that leadeth to destruction , and many there be which go 

10 in thereat : 

11 "Because strait is the gate , and narrow is 

1 2  the way, which leadeth unto l i f e ,  and few there be that 

13 find i t .  

1 4  

" 

1 6  

1 7  

1 8  

19  

20 

21 

"Beware of false prophets , which come to 

you in sheep ' s  clothing, but inwardly they are ravening 

wo lves . 

"¥e sha l l  know them by their fruits . Do 

men gather grapes of thorns , or f igs of thistles? 

"Even so every good tree bringeth forth 

good frui t ;  but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fru i t .  

" A  good t r e e  cannot bring forth e v i l  fruit,  

22 ne ither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit . 

23 "Every tree that bringeth not forth good 

24 fruit is hewn down , and cast into the fire . 

.. "Wherefore by their fruits ye shall Know 
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them. " 

And I think this S I S  is not a good work . 

I think that people talk about a need for jobs . And I 

looked around and I see a lot of things that need to be 

done, and I think that wherever there is a need there i s  

a j o b .  It may not pay quite what people want t o  g e t  paid . 

Jesus also said , " Lay up for yourself 

not treasures here on earth , but lay up for yourself 

treasures in heaven . "  

10  And he said , "Your heart is where your 

1 1  treasures are . "  

1 2  A n d  it seems l ike to d o  t h i s  and to put 

13 your heart into a missile i s ,  doesn ' t  seem quite right 

14  to me . To do it for money and put money into a bank and 

15 put your heart into a little vault seems somewhat l ike 

16 death to me . 

17 I want to read you another passage here 

1 8  from Revelations . It says here : 

,. "And the four and twenty elders , which sat 

20 before God on their seat s ,  fell upon their face s ,  and 

21 worshipped God , 

22 "Saying, we give thee thank s ,  0 Lord God 

23 Almighty, which art,  and was t ,  and art to come ; because 

24 thou hast taken to thee thy great power ,  and has re igned . 

25 "And the nations were angry, and thy wrath 
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is come , and the t ime of the dead , that they should be 

judged , and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy 

servants the prophet s ,  and to the saints , and them that 

fear thy name, smal l  and great ; and shouldest destroy 

them which destroy the earth . "  

This project,  a s  far as I ' m concerned, is 

meant for nothing but destruction, and I think that ' s  

very applicable there . 

And another passage here from Deuteronomy , 

10 it s ay s ,  "See,  I have set before thee this day l i f e  and 

11 good, and death and evi l ;  

1 2  " In that I corrunand thee this day to love 

1 3  the Lord thy God, to walk in h i s  way s ,  and to keep his 

1 4  corrunandments and his statutes and his judgments , that 

15 thou mayest l ive and mul tiply : and the Lord thy God 

16 shall bless thee �n the land whither thou goest to 

17 possess it . 

18 "But i f  thine heart turn away, 5 0  that 

,. thou wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn away, and worship 

20 other god s ,  and serve them; 

21 "I denounce unto you th is day, that ye 

22 shall surely per i sh , and that ye shall not prolong your 

23 days upon the land , whither thou passest over Jordan to go 

24 to possess i t .  

25 "I call heaven and earth to record this day 
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against you, that I have set before you l i fe and death , 

blessing and cursing : therefore choose l i fe , that both 

thou and thy seed may live . "  

And I think this S I S  i s  choosing death , 

not only for you but for your seed , which is your 

children . And I feel kind of bad . Sometimes I ' m  ashamed 

to be an American because o f  the way our government has 

used thi s  power ,  this military powe r ,  to oppress people 

in foreign countries for special interests , for people 

who have no concern about these people , like people in 

Nica ragua who are just trying to l ive . Why go down there 

and treat them l ike dirt? Rape their women ,  k i l l  them . 

I ' m kind of ashamed of that . In f ac t ,  1 would l ike to 

apologize to these people . 

Thank you . 

MR . EIGUREN : We have been informed that 

one of our preregistered speaker s ,  Mr . George Bennet t ,  

is now here . H e  w a s  cal led earlier . 

Would you step forward, sir? 

( D i scussion was had off the record . )  

MR . EIGUREN: The written comments of 

George A .  Bennett will be included in the record a s  

Exhibit No . 6 1 4 ,  and additional written comment provided 

by Mr . Bennett to us from Steven Pitino , P-i-t-i-n-o,  of 

Boise, Idaho , will be included in the record as Exhibit 
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B l l 0  

No . 6 1 5 . 

( Exhibits 6 14 and 6 1 5  were marked and 

entered . )  

MR . BENNETT : I am George A .  Benne tt , 

Lieutenant Colone l ,  Air Force ( Retired ) .  I have resided 

in Idaho since 1 96 6 .  I reside a t  5 3 6 8  Latigo , Boise , 

Idaho . 

I retired in July , 1 9 7 0 ,  wi�h almost 30 

years ' active duty , including overseas service in a l l  

10  three wars this country has been involved in , beginning 

11 with World War I I .  I am a graduate o f  the Air Force 

1 2  Senior Staff Officers Nuc lear Weapons Course . 

13 I have stud ied the Draft Environmental Impact Statement concerning the Special Isotope 

15 Separation project and consider it to be an accurate 

1 6  analysis of the facts concerning this project with 

17  particular reference to construction at the INEL fac i l ity 

1 8  here in Idaho . 

,.  Siting and construction of the SIS pro ject 

20 here at INEL would be a sound dec i s ion , totally positive 

21 in effect . It makes sense from an economic viewpoint, 

t2  both nationa l ly and as far as Idaho is concerned . The 

23 beneficial spin-offs to this state are almost endless 

2. while negatives are essentially non-existent . 

25 National security dictates that construction 
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begin at the earliest possible date . Time is crucial to 

our national posture of preparedness and the nationwide 

sabotage o f  our nuclear power generating capability by the 

same breed of anti-nuclear activists that we find here 

today has denied a reasonable alternate source for 

plutonium 2 3 9 . 

Since the Jane Fonda ' s  of this nation made 

treason fashionable during the Vie tnam War ,  our nuclear 

capabi lities have been under a barrage o f  attacK, 

10  intentionally based on misinformation provided by persons 

11 of questionable loyalty and parroted by the uninformed . 

12 God forbid that our defense needs be determined by such as 

13 these . 

14 I strongly support the S I S  project with 

1 5  siting at INEL . 

16 MR . E I GUREN: We ' l l return to the -- at the 

17 door registrat ion list we have l e f t  off with 

18 Mr . Mark Sprague . 

19  Beginning at order No . 1 7  I will resume and 

20 call the fol lowing names :  

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

James Wood . 

Martin V .  Nel son . 

I rene H .  Culver . 

Al Fothergi l l . 

MR . FOTHERGILL : Here . 

7 1  
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13 1 1 1  

My name is Al Fothergi l l .  I have no 

written submiss ion for you . I reside at 9 2 2 0  West Wright 

in Boise , Idah o .  I ' m  opposed t o  the S I S  pro ject . In my 

opinion, it should not be placed in Idaho or at any other 

s ite . No action is my recomme nd ation . Part of the forewo�d 

of the Executive Summary is Construction . This is a 

quote : 

" Construction and operation of the S I S  

proj ect would b e  conducted i n  accordance with a l l  applicable 

10  laws and applications intended to protect the environment 

11 and safety and hea lth of workers and the public . "  

1 2  These word s ,  or others like them, a lways 

13 seem to be used to mitigate the concerns of people about 

14 potential dangers from nuclear involvement or nuclear 

H faci lities . I want to relate to you just a few of my 

16 experiences in my little life . I ' m not Jane Fonda , 

17 incidentally . 

18 In the early 1 9 5 0 ' s I went to work in the 

19  uran ium mines of the Colorado Plateau. My home was in 

20 Grand Junction , Colorado; I worked out at Uravan ; I didn ' t  

2 1  work at it very long . But about 25 years later saw a 

22 report, and 74 percent of the men who wcrked in those mines 

23 had cancer . I guess nobody thought about that . 

24 I also have a house in Grand Junction, 

2S Colorado . At one time not too many years ago, why, the 

7 2  
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the basement started , the concrete in the basement began 

to crumbl e ,  buckle . I had to have new concrete poured . 

So , I h i red a contractor , got some concrete jn the basement 

of my hous e .  And a few years late r ,  why, the DOE came 

and wrote me a letter -- I ' m l iving in Idaho, now -- they 

write me a letter saying that they ' ve made a pre liminary 

examination, and they have found that the radiation leve ls 

in my house exceeded the background leve l ,  and could they 

put a test monitor into the house? 

And I wrote back and said yes . 

Last year , why, they sent me a notice and 

12 said they tested it for a' year and it was correct, the 

1 3  background levels in the house exceeded , the levels of 

14 radiation in the house exceeded the background leve l s ,  

1 5  normal background levels . They said if I would sign a 

16 piece of pape r ,  why, they would come and f ix i t :  They 

1 7  could take the concrete out o f  the basement and replace i t  

1 8  wi th some more concrete . 

19 Wel l ,  the irony of that is that the concrete 

20 in my basement was made from the dump at the AEC plant , 

21 the DOE plant in Grand Junction , Colorado . And it wasn I t 

22 just my hous e ;  it was a l l over the city of Grand Junction, 

23 

24 

2' 

3 0 , 000 people,  where new houses , new home s ,  new houses , 

old houses , back porch stopes and a l l  sorts of things were 

made out of the s lag heap of the atomic energy plant , the 
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Benefication plant in Grand Junc tion , Colorado . But 

nobody thought about that, I gue s s . 

I a l so have a l ittle farm , sort of a high 

desert farm in Nevada , southeast of E l y .  And a f e w  years 

back , why, the people started getting sick because they --

they attr ibuted it to the explosions down on Yucca Flats 

and the Ground Mercury there . And we kind of passed i t  

over . But it turns out that sometime later, why, the 

incidence of that was found in St . George , Utah , where the 

10 winds had blown nuclear dust into the, across the desert 

11 to St . George , and people had a lot of cancer there , 

12 but nobody thought about that . 

1 3  Similarly,  and th i s  i s  m y  l a s t  exampl e ,  I 

14 lived in Boulde r ,  Colorado for two years and traveled 

15 between Golden and Boulder quite often through the Rocky 

16 Flats plant ther e ,  went by it on the road , and I didn ' t  

1 7  think much of i t ,  except I knew what it was . But after 

1 8  left there,  why ,  it turns out that the nuclear, some 

19  nuclear waste had seeped through and into the reservoir 

20 B loomington , which is a large urban area, like a 

21 residential area , north of Denve r .  But apparently, nobody 

22 thought about that . That ' s  my great concern of this 

23 is that the -- the peopl e ,  whoever is doing this,  

2 4  won ' t  think about a l l  the consequences , and we ' re going to 

25 be in a ,lot of trouble . 
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Thank you very much . 

MR . E IGUREN : Thank you, Mr . Fothergill . 

Our next scheduled cOmmenter is Alicia Baker. 

MS . BAKER : I ' m A l icia Baker; I l i ve at 

4 1 7  North Garden, in Boise . 

My primary concern with the S I S  pro ject is 

7 that plutonium production is a mora l ly repugnant endeavor 

it ' s  to be used in nuclear warheads . Why? Because i f  

those warheads a r e  ever used ,  they w i l l  kill  hundreds of 

10 thousands of peopl e .  

1 1  Secondly,  building nuclear bombs ins t i l l s  

1 2  and legitimates values of violence and aggression. If 

1 3  pOliticians and gove rnment o f f ic ials say it ' s  okay to 

14  build warheads to kill  hundreds of thousands of people ,  

1 5  I don ' t  think we should be surprised to find that children 

16 women are abused in our homes . 

1 7  Fina l l y ,  how is i t  that politic ians have 

1 8  found the money to build nuke s ,  when they haven ' t  been 

19  to find the money for education , for poverty, for 

20 hunger? Their moral amnesia strikes me as a malaise that 

21  wil l  destroy us a l l .  

22 S I S  i s  bad jobs . It ' s  immora l to produce 

23 instruments of death . S I S  is moral degradation . 

24 I sn ' t  it a perverse irony in seeking an 

2.5 safe way to produce a product which, i f  

7 5  
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ever used,  will destroy our envi ronment . 

MR . EIGUREN: We ' re at commenter order 

No . 2 2 . Janet Cel ick . 

M S .  CEL I CK : My name is Janet R .  Celick, Ma jor, 

U. S. Air Force ( Ret . ) .  I l ive a t  9201 Zuni Drive , Bois e ,  

83 704 . 

I exercise my right as a citizen soldier 

in a democracy to promote and to speak out when my 

conscience is in trouble . In the material that we were 

10  given I select Opt ion 5 ,  which is Option 4 ,  No Opt ion, 

11 plus the added indignity of reduced a rmamen t .  I choose 

12  to believe Professor Jack.son Davis of the Environmental 

1 3  Studies Institute who spok.e as No . 7 on Saturday, I was 

14  so sorry that most of our elected officals left the room 

15 before he spoke . He said that the S I S  will use presently 

16 untested technology, that the engineering criteria does 

17  not exist,  that the assumptions are wrong , the estimates 

1 8  absurdly low, the worst of the worst case scenario was 

19  omitted, and external initiators such as tornado or 

20 earthquake omitted . So if we look at the other options, 

21  let ' s  see . I grew up in northern Idaho and eastern 

22 Oregon , and I love this side of the continen t .  I don ' t  

23 rea l ly want to mess up where l ive or the Snake River 

24 Aquifer . 

25 How ab.ut Hanford? I don ' t  know . I was 
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stat ioned in Washington state a couple o f  year s .  My 

brother has lived there since the end of World War I I .  

It ' s  a larger populat ion in a smal l e r  area . We don ' t  want 

to mess up Hanford any worse than they are . 

How about South Carolina? Oh , boy . I was 

stat ioned in Alabama and Virginia and Maryland and 

Massachusetts . I don ' t  want to wreck the East . I love 

the whole nation . I ' m  a c it izen of th is nation , not just 

of Idaho , and I don ' t  want to wreck it . 

How about our a l l i e s ?  Maybe France . 

1 1  don ' t  know. I was stationed in Germany many years , and 

12  heritage comes from a l l over Europe . I don ' t  want to 

13 ruin everything over there -- i t ' s  a lready in troubl e .  

1 4  How about these l i ttle Gooks o f f  o n  the 

1 5  other side? Oh , I don ' t  know. I was stationed in Asia 

1 6  two years and Southeast Asia one year, and I don ' t  want to 

\7 give them any more trouble than we a lready have . I ' m  

\ 8  totally embarrassed about what we ' ve a lready done to them. 

1 9  Now they ' re getting back at us with their Japanese cars 

20 and computers . 

21  I think that everyone who worked on this 

22 study was we l l  meaning and trying to carry out the will of 

23 the publ ic , and they ' ve used a l l  that they could to make 

24 it right . Maybe they covered up a l ittle here and there 

25 to satisfy a bos s ,  but they don ' t  seem to real ize how many 

7 7  
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s l ips can occur between the design and the carrying out . 

I know. We built a house once and we hear 

the sneers between the builder and the contractor . "Oh, 

this architect just puts a little black square in the 

corner and calls that a heating plant . Now, how are we 

going to put a l l  these vents and ducts and everything in 

,7 here on this four-level split-level house?"  

And then you hear them talk about the 

building of nuclear power plants . Wel l ,  common sense is 

10 a good thing; it ' s  not a lways common , but sometimes it ' s  

\ 1  not as practical as it sounds . We ' ve seen people who are 

12 building a nuclear power plant specify one kind of mater i a l ,  

1 3  and the builders substituted another because i t ' s  cheape r .  

14 Why not? They just don ' t  know the physics that they ' ve 

15 messed up , and nobody can see the di fference . So it may 

16 be years before they realize that they ' ve got a danger 

17 right here . You can see maybe why Utah or whoever comes 

1 8  in to build thi s  SIS would like to use their own people 

19 contractors instead of Idaho . They want someone they 

20 tru s t ,  someone that wil l  respect them and carry out 

21  their wishes . But I don ' t  know. I think we trust our own 

22 INEL better than those that they would bring in . 

23 I keep thinking, though , of when my husband 

24 worked at the laboratory he directed in Sacramento as they 

25 were test ing the soil from Anewetok, many, many years after 
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World War I I ,  and telling the native s ,  " No ,  you don ' t  want 

to move back. there yet . "  

Where shall our next Anewetok. be? Right 

here ? At Hanford? Or in South Carolina ? 

MR . EIGUREN: We ' re at order No . 23 with 

the at-the -door registration l i s t .  Carol McMuniga l .  

We ' ve gone through the ful l  l ist . as sume 

we still  have individuals here wanting to commen t .  

S i r ,  i n  the blue coat , would you step 

10 forward and give us your name and address? 

1 1  ( Inaudible . ) 

12 MR . EIGUREN: Would you step up to the 

13 podium, s i r ,  and give that again for the court reporter? 

MR . GARVIN: My name is Chuck Garvin, I 

15 reside at 1 2 2 4  North Hartman , and I represent the Laborer ' s  

1 6  Local Union 1 5 5 ,  in Boise . 

17  I ' m here to speak in favor of building the 

1 8  Special Isotope Separator at the Idaho National Energy ( s ic ) 

19 Laboratory S1 te in southeast Idaho . 

20 The S I S  would contribute strongly to the 

2 '  stability and the growth of both southeast Idaho and the 

22 state economie s .  Of the S 93 7-mill ion project budget ,  the 

23 actual facility cost will be S 50 5---mi l l ion . Construction 

24 is scheduled to start in June 1989 . At this time , there 

2$ would be a peak construction force of 440 direct and 

7 9  
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indirect personne l ;  these work.ers would be supplemented 

by approximately 6 1 0  supporting jobs in the loca l area . A 

large in-migration of construction workers is not expected 

since many of the construction workers are already 

ava i l abl e in the surrounding region . The supporting 

spin-off jobs a l so would be filled by loca l building 

trade personne l .  

Because the 440 construct ion workers who 

will be required to build the S I S . pro ject are readily 

10  available in south Idaho , there wi l l  be no adverse impact 

1 1  o n  the schools o r  other elements o f  t h e  local 

1 2  infrastructure . Soc ial and economic impact resulting 

13  from any in-migration is expected to be sma l l  and would 

14 consti tute an equally small percentage of the average 

15 annual increase in the population in the INEL region . 

,. Plant operation i s  predicted at 4 1 0  direct 

17  and 340 indirect permanent pos itions . Studies conducted 

1 8  by Idaho State University indicate that the 7 5 0  permanent 

19  jobs at the S I S  fac il ity would generate an additional 

20 1 , 0 5 0  supporting jobs in the community at la rge . The 

21 resulting total of 1 , 800 permanent jobs is something that 

22 Idaho desperately need s .  

23 The Special Isotope Separator project will 

24 bring back to Idaho some of our hard -earned tax dollars,  

25  and wi l l  help to bring back jobs and opportunitie s .  The 
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SIS will bring our state long and .short-term employment , 

a larger and more stable tax bas e ,  and more importantly, 

provide our workers a chance to stay and to work in Idaho . 

Thank you. 

MR . EIGUREN : The comment o f · Chuck Garvin , 

who is commenter No . 55 on the evening sess ion , will be 

l isted as Exhibit No . 6 1 6  in the record . 

( Exhibit No . 6 1 6  marked and entered . )  

MR. EIGUREN : Yes , ma ' am .  Your name and 

10 address for the record I please . You say you want to 

11 speak th is a fternoon? 

12 MS . HEYLMUN : My name is Gail Heylmun, and 

13 I l ive at 924 West Fort Stree t ,  in Boi s e .  I am a mother 

14 of two small chi ldren . Many other people have spoken 

15 better than I can about the moral question of nuc lear 

16 weapons ,  the question of need for the S I S ,  the problems 

17 of environmental contamination , transportation safety, 

11 and the economic impacts of the proposed SIS fac i l itie s .  

19 I am here today because I have had the opportunity to 

20 experience something many of you have not -- I have lived 

21 in Denver and been a neighbor to another DOE fac ility,  

22 the Rocky Flats plan t .  Before w e  i n  Idaho a l low the 

23 proposed SIS plant to be located in our beautiful state , 

24 we all should know just what kind of neighbors the DOE are,  

25 and what i t '  s like to live on a transportation corridor for 
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nuclear materials and weapons shipmen t .  

Where I grew u p ,  i f  a neighbor had a problem 

that posed a threat to h is ne ighbor s ,  he would let them 

know. I f  a house was on fire , everybody knew and was able 

to protect themselves if it posed a risk to them . With 

the DOE it ' s  a different story . There have been two very 

major fires involving plutonium at Rocky Flat s ,  one in 

1 9 5 7  and one in 1 9 69 . Pounds of plutonium were burned 

and released . The DOE really doesn ' t  know how many . Did 

10 the DOE warn their neighbors so that they could be 

1 1  careful not to expose themselves to the radioactive 

1 2  contamination? No . They gave no one any warning . For 

13 the DOE, the natural security interests dictated that we 

14 shouldn ' t  let our enemies know of any weakness in our 

15 weapons production systems . It didn ' t matter about the 

16 risks to the are a .  

1 7  There hasn ' t  been a health study o n  the 

18 impacts with the contamination in Je fferson County, 

19 Colorado. Carl Johnson, who was the former director of 

20 the Jefferson County Health Department, stated that the 

21 rate of incidence of leukemia doubled among children in 

Jefferson County from 1 9 5 7  through 1 9 6 1 , after the 1 9 5 7  

2 3  explosion and fire blew out the a i r  f ilters and released 

24 the plutonium into the atmosphere . As a result of these 

25 fires and the ongoing plutonium release s ,  a large area o f  
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and the economic impacts of the proposed SIS facilities.

I am here today because I have had the opportunity to

experience something many of you have not -- I have lived

in Denver and been a neighbor to another DOE facility,

proposed SIS plant to be located in our beautiful state,

we all should know just what kind of neighbors the DOE are,

and what it's like to live on a transportation corridor for
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land a round the plant is contaminated , as we l l  as a large 

part of the local water supply . As a result of his 

examination of Rocky Flats ' role in contamination of the 

Denver area, Carl Johnson became a political hot potato 

and lost his job . The DOE doesn ' t  l ike to have local 

health officials quest ioning their prioritie s .  Is this 

how we want our loc a l  officials to be treated by their 

neighbors? 

I have many friends who still l ive in the 

10 Denver are a .  Two of them, Bob and Ann Cope, live. .in 

11 northwest Denver . They used to be avid gardeners . They 

12 gave it up after they had their soil  .tested for pluton ium . 

1 3  They found out their yard is contaminated, contaminated 

14 with plutonium, an extremely poisonous and carcinogenic 

15 man-made e lement . Their samples showed that their soil 

16 has 10 times the background rate for the are a .  The 

17 government officials they contacted after they got the 

1 8  result back on the ir ,9oil said it was simply from 

1 9  above-ground nuclear testing . That ' s  not true . Background 

20 rate on many areas of our planet has increased due to 

21 nuclear testing, but the radiation didn ' t  pick any one 

22 person ' s  yard . They ' re high above background for that 

23 region of the country, and a lot of their ne ighbors are , 

24 

25 

too . There is no natural pluton ium. It is simply a 

man-made element and it ' s  spread 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 
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contamination from Rocky Flats . There ' s  maps that show 

tha t ,  and I can provide one ,  if I can have the privilege 

o f  submitting written testimony that shows tha t .  

MR . EIGUREN : Fine . 

MS . HEYLMUN : Rocky Flats is regulated by 

DOE . There are limits for emis s ions of plutonium . The 

DOE says that there are strict l im it s .  We l l  what does 

that really mean? In real ity, these l imits are exceeded 

frequently and consistently. When the sensors out in the 

10 field indicate that limits have been exceeded , health 

1 1  officials are not notified and reports are not f iled . 

1 7 Instead, the plant carefully mon itors and limits its 

13 emissions for the next few days or even week s ,  so that 

14 the average emission rate is within the l imits . That ' s  

1 5  a l l .  There i s  no real maximum l imit . It just gets fudged, 

,. and you make it come out , come out in the wash . Is that 

17 how we want our ne ighbors to behave? 

18 I ' ve talked a lot about the DOE a s  ne ighbors , 

, .  but I haven ' t  talked about them a s  drivers . They don ' t  

20 just sit still  with plutonium; they move it around a lot . 

2 1  And their ratings as drivers i sn ' t  one that makes me feel 

22 confiden t .  I ' m alarmed and concerned . 

23 Having federally-regulated nuclear and 

24 weapons shipments on our h ighways really changes the 

25 character of our highways into a potential war zone . 
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I lived in Denver when , in 1 9 84 , a load of 

six of the largest non-nuclear torpedoes in use spil led 

in the middle of the intersection of Denver ' s  two ma jor 

Interstate s .  Local officials were not able to deal with 

the crisis . They needed help_  What happened? The 

morning the accident occurred it was 5 : 00 a . m .  I t  took 

the officials more than five hours , until 1 0 : 00 o ' clock, 

before they could get any phone response from any of the 

officials who were supposed to help if there was a 

10 problem with the shipment . They tried a l l  the emergency 

11 numbers , but no one was there . It was 1 0 : 00 o ' clock 

1 2  before they got an answer and noon before anybody showed 

13 up on the site . This had real interesting effects on 

14 Denver ' s  rush hour . 

1 5  Another town , Chicota , Oklahoma , wasn ' t  s o  

16 lucky . They had a spill of weapons that were being 

17  transported through their town go ove r ,  and they took a 

18 long time to get any kind of sett lement out of the 

19 government .  They didn ' t  feel that they were respons ible . 

20 The just l isted "other driver ' s  fault . "  

21 I ' m also concerned about the jobs that are 

22 being created . I know many people are greeting th is 

23 project with open arms because of the jobs . But those 

24 jobs pose a threat to the safety of the workers, their 

2S familiies and commun ities . Health studies have indicated 

85 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING BOISE IOA,HO 8370' 

(208) 336·�208 

that workers at Rocky Flats have a higher rate of brain 

cancer than normal . Two cases especially had damages 

come down through the courts , but the DOE considers that 

the rate of death and illness is too sma l l  to be 

significan t .  I doubt that the families of the workers 

who died think that it was too sma l l  to be s ignificant . 

How about your family? How badly do we need these j obs? 

Enough to die for? 

The thought of a nuclear war scares me as 

10  much as anyone e l s e .  But I s e e  something happening here 

11 that scares me just as much . People are dying in this 

1 2  land , right now, already, from a war that has not been 

13  fough t .  The term "National Sac r i f ice Are a "  h a s  been used 

1 4  for some parts of our country that are being contaminated . 

1.5 We don ' t  need Soviet weapons to k i l l  us . Our government 

16 and our weapons production system is doing it a l l  by itse l f . 

17 The DOE has a l lowed the priority of weapons production to 

18 become an idol and at its feet are many pr iceless 

1 9  sacrif ices -- our c lean land , our c l ean wate r ,  our health, 

20 safety, and our future . 

21 I want my children to grow up and l ive 

22 happy, productive live s .  There a r e  problems enough in 

23 world today . Let ' s  keep S I S  out of our ne ighborhood . 

24 MR . EIGUREN : Written comments of 

25 Gail Heylmun of Boise will be included in the record a s  

8 6  
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Exhibit No . 6 1 7 . 

( Exhibit No . 6 1 7  marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : Your name and address for 

the record, s i r .  Were you preregistered this afternoon? 

MR . T HOMPSON:  No , I wasn ' t .  

My name i s  David Thompson ; I live at 

8110 Brynwood in Boise . 

Throughout the S I S  hearings there ' s  been 

two preva il ing theme s :  On one hand it ' s  death and 

10  destruction ; on the other hand i t ' s  the dollar s igns ,  

1 1  dollar s igns from the labor unions , from the government, 

1 2  from anybody e l s e  who thinks they ' re going to get a piece 

of the pie . 

14  On the other hand , death and destruction 

1 5  is a l l  we I re going to g e t .  There can ' t  be any other 

16 answe r :  Death and destruction . 

17  Why are we building for war and hoping for 

11 peace? That ' 5 stupi d .  We should not be building any kind 

19 of weapons whatsoeve r ,  none for war or anything else t o  

2 0  be used . We have to build for pea c e ,  peace relationsh ips, 

21 peace in any form , any way we can get peace, and it ' s  not 

22 through weapons . It doesn ' t  matter how many weapons we 

23 stockpi le , thinking that we ' re going to be safe because 

24 we ' ve got more weapons than the other guy . Weapons are 

25 not going to f ight our wars . Wars are going to be started 
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by the winds o f  a few individuals in h igh places . Somebody 

is going to get ticked off about something and say, "Let ' s  

go to war . "  

Sure we have safeguards that have f i l tered 

down through our pol itical system , checks and balances , 

but that ' s  not going to stop i t .  I f  we ' re going t o  go to 

war, we ' l l go to war .  

I n  closing, i f  the United States our 

government , not the people, want this plutonium to be used , 

10 my solution is let ' s  f ind an island out somewhere, far 

11 away in the middle of the ocean , and put both a pluton ium 

12 plant there and the weapon s ,  the bombs plant there , then 

1 3  if they want to use i t ,  let ' s  fly up above and drop it 

14 that is land . 

Thank you . 

MR . E IGUREN : Thank you . 

1 7  MR . EMBERTON: My name is David Emberton , 

18 and I l ive here in Boise,  1605 North 7th , and I am a 

19 building contractor . 

20 On January 3rd, 1 9 6 1 ,  an explosion in the 

21 SL-1 reactor at the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory 

22 k i l led three young men with a blast radiation effect . 

23 The 3 , 000-kilowatt experimental bo il ing-water reactor 

24 blew up wnen a control rod was mismanaged , producing a 

25 power surge in the reactor vessel . Th is accident was the 
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f�rst publ icized in the U .  S .  involving fatalitie s ,  

serving a s  a grim example that n o  man-made des ign is 

foolproof . 

Now we are being asked , if not to ld , to 

placidly accept the addition of the S I S  project to our 

already-troubled INEL site . The Idaho Statesman of 

5 . 3 0 . 4 . 1 2  Tuesday, March 2 2nd o f  this year ran two articles concerning I 
an accident that contaminated three workers at INEL with 

a radioactive solution , a s  we l l  a s  an article citing the 

10  possible addition of INEL to the national Superfund list 

1 1  of hazardous waste s ites across the country . Clean-up of 

12 the s ite could cost $ 3 0-m i l l ion and take up to 30 years . 

13 There are a l ready four Superfund sites in Idaho . 

1 4  One glaring example o f  simplemindedness in 

5 . 3 0 . 1 . 1 3 " the Environmental Impact Sta tement of the SIS is the 

16 failure to adequately address waste disposal at the 

17  proposed SIS s ite . We already have a problem at INEL 

1 8  without a solution; to compound it with another one is 

19 generally insane . The placement of such a short-s ighted 

5 . 1 2 . 1  
20 and poorly conceived conglomerate of experimental 

21 technology, over a m a jor aquifer that is geologicaLly active , 

22 is an idea that doesn I t deserve to be seriously entertained . 

23 It is a potential hazard too great to be ignored . 

24 Our vast federal deficit does not permit 

5 . 2 7 . 6 .  1 1  25 us to economica l ly wander in the direction of the SIS 
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pro ject,  a pro ject that leads nowhere . If something must 

be built ,  let it be confidenc e ;  confidence in a government 

that has lost s ight of its pledge to protect its citizens 

instead of discovering new techniques to poison them 

through the water they drink or the air that they breathe . 

Not only should the SIS project be shuffled 

into a receptacle containing other examples of federal 

indigestion, indeed, the INEL should go as we l l ,  leaving 

in its wake a testament to the myopia of the human rac e .  

MR.  EIGUREN : Thank you . The written 

comments of David Emberton will be included in the record 

1 2  as Exhibit No . 6 1 8 .  

1 3  ( Exhibit No . 6 1 8  marked and entered . )  

1 4  

" 

MR . EIGUREN : Do we have present any other 

individuals who wish to comment that are registered to 

16 do so? 

17  There apparently not being any , but given 

18 the fact that we have served notice that we ' ll be here 

19  until 5 : 00 ,  we t l l take a recess until 5 : 00 ,  at which time 

20 I t ll go ahead and formally recess us until the 7 : 00 

21 o ' clock session . 

22 Thank you . 

23 ( Recess . ) 

24 MR. EIGUREN : Ladies and gentlemen, if I 

25 could have your attention , please . We will now reconvene 
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this hearing concerning the United States Department o f  

Energy ' s  proposed Special Isotope Separation Project . 

For the record, r would l ike to indicate that 

we are here in a continuation o f  the formal public hearing 

that commenced here in Boise on this project on Saturday. 

We had a continuation th is afternoon of that hearing 

which formally ended at 4 : 40 p . m .  This proceeding is 

o f ficially designated as the Boise , Idaho , Continued 

Public Hearing of the Department of Energy ' s  document 

10  DOE/ EIS 0 1 3 6 ,  which is being held on the 29th day of 

11 March , 1988 . 

12  My name i s  Roy Eiguren. I am the Hearing 

13 Officer for this and the subsequent public hearings held 

1 4  to receive comment on the Draft Environmental Impact 

15 Statement for the proposed siting, construction, and 

16 operation by the Department of Energy of a Special 

17  Isotope Separation facility that will utilize the atomic 

, .  vapor laser isotope separation process technology . 

19 I am an attorney from Boise here in private 

20 prac tice . I have been retained solely for the purpose to 

21 conduct this series of public hearings as an independent 

22 and unbiased third party to assure the opportunity for all 

23 interested organizations and individuals to comment on the 

24 Draft Environmental Impact Statemen t .  According ly,  I am 

25 not an advocate for or against the proposed act ion proposed 

9 1  
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by the Department of Energy in this proceeding . Rather, 

I am a neutral third party who has coordinated the 

deve lopment of the procedures that we ' re fol lowing and 

also will conduct the hearings themselve s .  

The issue that i s  the subject o f  this hearing 

is the Department ' s  proposal to site,  construct and 

operate an S I S  facil ity at one of three locations in the 

United States -- the DOE ' s  Idaho National Engineering 

Laboratory which is located near Idaho Fal l s ;  the DOE ' s  

10 Hanford Reservation near Richland, Washington; or the 

11 DOE ' s  Savannah River Plant near Aiken , South Carol ina . 

Each of these three sites has been designated as an 

13 alternative that is considered in the Draft Envi ronmental 

1 4  Impact Statement . The fourth and final alternative 

1 5  under consideration in the DEIS is the No Action 

16 Alternative which would be a Departmental deci sion not 

17 to s it e ,  construct and operate an S I S  faci lity . As 

18 stated in the DEIS,  the Department ' s  preferred a lternative 

19 is to site , construct and operate the fac i l ity at the 

20 Idaho National Engineering Laboratory . 

21 To put th is hearing in perspective before 

22 you, I think it is important that you understand the key 

23 elements of the fede ral law requires that the Department 

24 of Energy, prior to making a f inal decision in this 

25 matter ,  be preceded by a comprehensive review Of the 
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environmental factors that are a ssociated with each of 

the alternatives that I ' ve already mentioned . The 

National Environmental Policy Act of 1 9 6 9 ,  or NEPA as it 

is known , which is Public Law 9 1 - 9 1 0 ,  requires that all 

federal agencies develop procedures that ensure " that 

environmental amen ities or values are given appropriate 

consideration in federal government decis ionmaking a long 

with technical considerations . "  This law a l so requires 

that " recommendations for major federal actions 

10 significantly affecting the qua l i ty of the human 

1 1  environment" be first preceded by the deve lopment and 

12 completion of an Environmental Impact Statement,  or E I S ,  

1 3  that fully and carefully examines the potent ial 

1 4  environmen tal impacts of the proposed federal action . 

15 The Department of Energy has determined 

16 that its proposed action in siting , constructing and 

17  operating an SIS plant is a major federal action that ,  

1 8  under NEPA, requires the development and completion of an 

19 E I S .  Accordingly, by the publ ication on October 3 1 ,  1986 ,  

7 0  of a Notice of Intent to Prepare an E I S  in the Federal 

71 Register, the Department of Energy commenced the process 

77 that has led to the deve lopment and publication of the 

23 Draft Environmental Impact Statement that is the subject 

24 of thi s  hearing . The DEIS was prepared by the Department ,  

7 5  with the ass istance of an outside contractor , NUS 

9 3  
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Corporation, after an extensive process of receiving 

publ ic comment through the scoping or initial input phase 

of th is proceeding . During scoping, public comment on 

the scope or magnitude of issues to be addressed in the 

EIS was received, along with spec i f ic comments on 

particular issues themselves . Scoping included both the 

receipt of extensive written publ ic comment as wel l  as 

• oral public comment received at two lengthy public meetings, 

one held in Idaho Falls and one held in Boise . The Idaho 

10  Falls hear ing was held on February 24th , 1 9 8 7 ,  and the 

11 in Bois e ,  on February 26th , 1 9 8 7 . 

1 2  There a r e  1 1  separate matters or issues that 

13  are under review in this Draft Environmental Impact 

14 Statemen t .  They are contained in the Draft Environmental 

1 5  Impact Statement itself as we l l  as an Executive Summary . 

16 Some of the ma jor issues that are under consideration out 

17 t h i s  1 1  a r e  the following : 

, .  1 )  The off-site general population 

19 radiological and non-radiological e f fects resulting from 

20 potential accidents at an S I S  facility .  

21 The effects on the general population from 

22 emissions of radiological and non-radiological releases 

23 caused by normal operations of such a facility . 

24 Exposure of operating personnel to 

25 radiological sources and non-radiological releases during 

94 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

6

7

9

5

P 0.15011 SSE

BO/SE. IDAHO 8E701

1,0(0 338.9.•

2

4

7

9

one

of

BOISE. IDAHO .03.701

12081 33.5.•2011.



N 
....... 

o 

normal operations of an S I S  facility . 

Incremental d i fferences in environmental 

impacts between operation of the exi sting chemical 

processing faci l ities and the proposed action and 

alternatives . 

The effects on air and water qual ity and 

other environmental consequences during construction and 

operation of an S I S  facility . 

The on-site and off-s ite transportation 

10  impacts of nuclear materials . 

11 An analysis of applicable federal , state 

1 2  and local regulations that apply to the construction and 

13  operation of an S I S  facility . 

14 Decontamination and decontaminationing 

15  i s sues . 

16 Aleo included would be , in this l is t  of 

17  i S Bue s ,  would be mitigation measures necessary to respond 

1. to the environmental consequences a s sociated with each 

19  of the four alternatives . I should say the three 

20 alternatives that would involve construction, siting and 

21 operation . 

22 The preparation of an E I S  is governed by 

23 federal regulations established by the Office of the 

24 President of the United States : The Council on 

25 Environmental Qual ity, in particular, is the agency within 

9 5  
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the Office of the President that promulgates regulations 

that govern these types of proceedings . The Department 

of Energy itself also has its own guidelines for the 

preparation of E I S ' s .  The regulations and guidelines 

that govern this proceeding have been previously marked 

by me as Exhibit I and have been inc luded in the formal 

record of this hearing . 

The relevent CEQ regulation s ,  the Council 

on Environmental Qua l ity regulations that govern these 

10  proceedings require that "after preparing a Draft 

11 Environmental Impact Statement and before preparing a 

1 2  f i n a l  Environmental Impact Statement" a federal agency 

13  must first obtain the comments of 1 )  any other federal 

14 agency which has jurisdiction by law or special expertise 

1 5  with respect to any envi ronmental impact and 2 }  request 

1 6  the comments of appropriate state and local agencies which 

17  develop and enforce environmental standards and 3 )  Indian 

l '  tribes and 4 )  and the public , with a particular obligation 

1 9  to a f firmatively solicit comments from persons or 

20 organizations who may be interested or a f fected by the 

21 

22 

23 

proposed federal decision. Public meetings or hearings 

such as the ones we ' re at tonight are held where the 

Department determines that substantial environmental 

24 controversy concerning the proposed action exists . 

25 According ly,  this hearing as wel l  as the others in this 
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series are being held pursuant to these regulations to 

receive pub l ic , Indian tribe and governmen tal comment on 

the various issues identified in the Draft Environmental 

Impact Statement . Notice of these public hear ings was 

provided in the Federal Register on February 19th , 1988,  

and on March 4th , 1988 . Additional public notice of 

these meeting was a l so provided through publication in 

numerouS newspapers throughout the state . The Federal 

Register not ices , the text of the newspaper notices and 

10 the publication dates of e ac h ,  have been marked as Exhibit 

11 2 and included in the record . 

1 2  Public comment o n  t h e  Draft Environmental 

1 3 Impact Statement is being received through this and the 

14 other hearings held throughout the state on this project . 

15 We ' ve held hearings already in both Twin Falls and Idaho 

16 Fal l s .  As I mentioned earlier we held one prior hearing 

1 7  here in Boise , and this is the continuation of that hear ing . 

18 Written comment ,  which rece ives the same weight and 

19 consideration by the Department in this proceed ing , may 

20 a l so be submitted by the public to me today as the Hearings 

21  Office r ,  or you can mail it to the Department of Energy 

22 at an address that we can give to you at the back of the 

23 room at the reg istration table . The c lose of comment for 

24 this proceeding is the 2 1 st of Apr i l ,  1 9 88 . According ly, 

25 if you do want to provide additional written comment above 
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and beyond anything you might provide tonigh t ,  you may do 

so by ma i l ing it to the Department by the 2 1 s t  of April . 

A l l  of the oral as we l l  as the written comment will  be 

compiled into a comprehensive record of these proceedings 

that will  be rev iewed and considered by the Department in 

making their f inal decisions on the Environmental Impact 

Statemen t .  

The CEQ regulations that I have previously 

cited a l so require that comments on an Environmental 

10 Impact Statement or on a proposed action sha l l  be a s  

1 1  specific as pos s ible and may address the adequacy of the 

12 statement or the merits of the a lternatives or both . So,  

1 3  accordingly, the regulations that we ' re fol lowing here 

14 this evening require that to the extent that you can be 

15 specific in your comments and direct them to the 

16 particular issues that are addressed in the Draft 

17 Environmental Impact Statement . Now, the Department has 

1 8  determined that certain issue s ,  such as the need for an 

19 S I S  pro ject,  are beyond the scope of the E I S .  However , 

20 I will a l low comment on that i s sue as we l l  as other issues 

21  related to this project that those of you who are 

22 individual commenters feel are r e l evan t .  

23 After reviewing the record that we ' re going 

24 to compile in th is proceed ing , the Department may choose 

25 to e ither modify , supplement or re- issue the Dra ft 

9 8  
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Environmental Impact Statement prior to issuing the 

f inal EI S .  I t  may a lso choose to issue the Draft 

Environmental Impact Statement a s  it i s  as the final EIS 

without modification . Now, in addition to that, a Record 

o f  Deci s ion will identify the environmenta l ly-preferred 

a l ternative chosen by the Department along with any 

practical means to avoid or minimize environmental harm 

from the a lternative selected will  be prepared . The 

Department , as a matter of federal regulation, cannot 

10  proceed with its proposed action which will be outlined 

11 in the Record of Decision until a min imum of 30 days 

12 has passed from the date of issuance of the final EI S .  

1 3  That is to say, the final decis ion in this matter will 

1 4  not be made until at least 30 days have passed from the 

IS issuance of the final Environmental Impact Statement . 

16 Under current schedules the Department has adopted , it 

1 7  intends to issue a final EIS and a Record of Decis ion later 

1 8  this year ,  tentatively in the month of Augus t .  

19  To govern this publ ic hearing as we l l  a s  

2 0  the others held in this overall proceeding, I have developed 

21 several procedures in consultation with both the 

22 Department of Energy as wel l  as with public interest groups 

23 who are part icipating in these proceedings . We developed 

24 together the procedures that are being used governing the 

25 conduct of these hearings . These procedures were 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING IIOI51!. IOA,HO ll701 
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finalized on the 2 4th of March and were distributed to 

interested parties a long with l i s t s  of organizational 

representatives a s  well a s  individuals who were interested . 

These procedures have been marked as Exhibit 3 and have 

been included in the record . A l so marked as Exhibit 4 in 

the record are a l l  the public involvement activities the 

Department of Energy is engaged in relative to this 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement . 

Now, br iefly turning to the rules that we l re 

10 going to follow at this public hearing : Other than the 

11 opening statement which 1 1 m delivering at this point, the 

12 Department of Energy itself wil l  not be presenting any 

13  remarks . The Department is here to l i sten to you, the 

14 public , on the i s sues you think are relevant in the 

IS Environmental Impact Statement . I wou ld , howeve r ,  notice 

16 the fact that senior Department of Energy staff are here 

1 7  in the front row and are l istenJ.ng to remarks . 

1 8  W e  a r e  going t o  receive comments i n  the 

19  following ord e r :  

2 0  To the extent that we have any e lected and 

21 appointed federa l ,  state and local government official s ,  

2 2  we will  receive their comments f irst . That will be 

23 followed by representatives of nationa l ,  state and local 

24 organizations who are participating in the proceeding.  

25 Following tha t ,  we will take comment from 
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member s  of the public who preregistered to speak prior to 

the end of business on March 18th -- which was the 

deadline for preregistration . 

And following that we will  take a l l  the 

s ign-ups we received a t  the hear ing on Saturday . 

anticipate that based upon what we saw this afte rnoon 

and based upon the hearing l is t  that we have here , that 

we should easily accommodate everybody who wishes to 

comment . 

10 Those of you who are speaking on behalf 

11 of an organization have 10 minutes within which to 

12 present your oral comment ;  individual commenters will 

1 3  have 5 minutes . 

14 To assist you in keeping t ime -- and I should 

1 5  f irst ment ion that I am the timekeeper - - to assist you in 

16 keeping time , we have a signaling device up here at the 

1 7  podium where you ' l l be speaking from . If you get 5 

1 8  minute s ,  at t h e  e n d  of 4 minutes I w i l l  give you the 

1 9  green light and at the end of 5 minutes I will give you 

20 the red light, which means that your time is up. 

2 1  If you are speaking for an organ ization , 

22 we ' l l give you the green light after 9 minute s .  

2 3  Because of the large number of commenters 

24 that we ' ve had -- we ' ve had actually 8 3 2  individuals signed 

25 up to comment in the proceedings -- we ' ve asked individuals 
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to strictly adhere to the guidelines , in deference t o  

other people who m a y  want to comment . 

We a l so strongly encourage any of you that 

have written comments to submit them to me when you come 

up . We would like to include those in the record of this 

proceeding . 

In addition to tha t ,  as I mentioned , to 

the extent that you would like to write aqditional 

comment for tonigh t ,  you may mail it to the Department 

10  by the 2 1 st of Apr i l .  

1 1  There is a speaker l i st that is posted 

12 outside the hearing room that indicates what the sequence 

1 3 of commenters will be . As your turn approache s ,  we ' d  

1 4  ask that you be prepared quickly to come up here to give 

15  your comments . 

16 We intend to close the Boise hearing at 

17 or about 1 1 : 00 o ' c lock tonigh t , earl ier if necessary , and 

18 later if neces sary . But our intent is to accommodate 

19 everybody who ' s  preregistered or s igned up at the door 

20 to comment . 

21 I would l ike to indicate that questions 

22 are welcomed by the Departmen t ;  because of the time 

23 constraints involved in these proceeding s ,  we ' ve not been 

24 able to take oral comment from the f loor , but we would 

25 encourage you people to provide written comments to us if 
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you do have any -- excuse me . If you have que stion s ,  if 

you have any question s ,  a question sheet is provided in 

the back at the registration desk that could be given to 

you . Just fill that out and give your address and write 

down your question, and we ' l l provide an answer in writing 

and mail it to you . All questions and answers wi l l  be 

included in the hearing record . 

A couple final matter s .  I f  you have charts 

or other visual a id s ,  you may use them, but we ' d  ask that 

10 you have a small version of it or a version of what the 

11 graphic material might be and include it in the record 

17 for recordkeeping purposes . 

13 Final ly,  this is a record proceeding . 

14 Everything that is being said is being recorded by the 

15 court reporter here in the front of the room . 

, .  To assist in developing a clear and concise 

1 7  record , we ' d  ask that you present your comments from the 

18 podium in the front of the room. We ' d  ask that you speak 

1 9  clearly into the microphone after f irst giving your name 

20 and address before you begin your comments . 

21 I f  you have que stions about any of the 

22 procedures or any of the issues involved in this proceeding. 

23 feel free to ask me at our next break, which wi ll be in 

24 about a hour . Or if you do have questions prior to that , 

25 the Department o f  Energy people in the back of the room at 
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the registration table can respond to your concerns . 

With that , I ' ll move right into receiving 

public comment from those individuals who preregistered 

to speak . 

What I wi l l  intend to do at this point __ 

what I will do at this point is s imply go down the l ist 

o f  commenters that I have in front o f  me . I will try to 

c a l l  everyone ' s  name twice . When you hear your name, 

please step forward . 

10 At the conclusion of that we ' ll go ahead 

11 and begin receiving comments from those individuals who 

12 have s igned up at the door on Saturday . 

13 Now beginning with Our l i st of preregistered 

14 speake r s ,  I ' d  call upon Senator W i l l iam Ringer t .  

15 I t ' s  the Chai r ' s  information that Senator 

16 Ringert does not plan to testify . So we ' l l go ahead and 

17 pass him ove r .  

1 8  The next scheduled commenter i s  

1 9  Shine Hens lee , NECA . Mr . Hens lee? 

20 The next scheduled Commenter is the 

21 Reverend Bud Kl ine of the Peace & Justice Committee .  

22 Bud Kline . 

23 We ' l l move on then to Our individual 

24 commente rs . 

25 Gene Morthie . Gene Morthie . 
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Commenter No. 5 ,  Jeff Johnston . 

MR . JOHNSTON : Here . 

MR . EIGUREN : Thank you . 

MR.  JOHNSTON: My name is Jeff Johnston ; 

I reside at 5630 Randolph Drive , Boi s e ,  Idaho 8370 5 . 

But you can usually find me down at Boise State University. 

I speak a s  a concerned citi zen who has sat 

here and l i stened to expert testimony from enginee r s ,  

biologists , and congressmen . I am a lso an idealist who 

10 wants to address four points at th i s  hearing : The 

1 1  economica l ,  environmenta l ,  moral , and idea l istic . I ' l l 

12 start off with the ide a l istic . 

13 I bel ieve as an idea l istic person that 

14 non-violent conduct management i s  the only way to deal 

" with stuff and as a warrior within you fight your wars . 

, .  And going outward a n d  trying to build a stronger defense 

1 7  is not where we find to fight our wars . We get to the 

,. 

,. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

point by being stronger on the inside, we will be more 

forceful on the outside in appearanc e ,  not by building 

more bombs does th is make us look more , a s  a stronger 

nation . 

Economica l l y .  I believe in invest ing in 

education . The smartest thing we can do as a governing 

24 body, that the benefits from education extend far , much 

25 further, it bene fits the community and will  help Idaho 
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evolve into a more attractive marketpl ace . So I believe 

if we can take the same money and put it into education 

research , that we would benef i t  everybody a lot more . 

I a lso believe that this is nothing more 

than a waste o f  money. If we are honestly working towards 

nuc lear reduction , and we ' re starting to build more arms , 

it sort of -- it ' s  juggling book s ,  it ' s  trying to make 

something look better, it ' s  not an opinion to where we ' re 

trying to reduce arms on one end and build arms on the 

10 other . I don ' t  believe th is is something we should dOi  

1 1  it ' s  a waste of mone y _  

1 2 

1 3  

14 

" 

, .  

Now o n  to t h e  environmental point . When I 

heard that the reason , one of the reasons for not building 

the plant at Hanford was that we needed a clean site , 

and I believe that is a quote , it ' s  really,  it just was 

shocking to me . I don ' t ,  I don ' t  see how we can say that 

1 7  we need a clean site so we ' ll make Hanford look a l ittle 

18 

,. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

more attractive by transporting wa ste to the site . That, 

to me,  is not the way for -- environmenta l l y ,  that doesn ' t  

sound righ t .  

" We have a dirty site over here , s o  let ' s  

go to a clean site and build something . "  Environmentally,  

that doesn ' t  sound safe to me . 

Now, my f inal point is mora l l y .  The 

disclaimer in there,  how can anybody morally say this is 

106 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

4 . 1 4 

2 . 2 . 1  

2 . 3  

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

14

16

P 0 80Y 570

POIDE. IDAHO 83701

12081 33239300

5

6

7

9

13

r

P 0 BOX 578

80188.10A1.10 03701

1208/ 3311,0208



N 
....... 
(j) 

1 . 1  

10  

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

IS  

,. 

17 

18 

,. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2. 

25 

6 2 0 2  

a l l  righ t .  I mean i f  we ' re t o  t h i s  point that we have to 

look. inside ourselves and say, " Th i s  is right , " because 

the moral issue stand is -- sure , we ' re going to hand you 

this Draft Environmental Impact Statement, but then we ' re 

going to say we ' re not,  we don ' t  trust ourselves on this . 

Well , if we can ' t  trust ourselves on something that we 

feel strongly about and put it in there in writing and 

say, "What we say is right , " then we ' re dealing with 

something that should be researched more and we should 

look. into it more . So we shouldn ' t  be starting to play 

with toys that we don ' t  know the consequences o f .  Toys 

was a bad word . 

And so that was mainly my four points --

economica l ,  envi ronmenta l ,  morally and ideal istically . 

And in conclusion , my only -- my be lief is 

that the only action to take on this i s  no action . 

Thank you . 

MR . EIGUREN : Ellen Jones . Ellen Jones? 

Robert Rikoon . 

MR . RIKOION : Thi s is a written statement 

by my wife and myse l f .  

MR . EIGUREN : Thank you . 

MR . RIKOON : My name is Robert Rikoon, and 

I reside in Eagle, Idah o .  I a m  an employee o f  one o f  

the largest banks here and a m  a bank trust officer . 
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I have been educated back East at Harvard 

and have a Maste r ' s  degree in business ; in fact , I have 

worked a s  a consultant to the Department o f  Interior and 

the Bureau of Indian Affairs and also the Department o f  

Energy , Albuquerque office as a consultant . 

That ' s  my baby crying in the back , so you ' l l 

have to excuse tha t .  

First of a l l ,  I ' d  l ike t o  s e e  the people 

who are the Department of Energy employees raise their 

10  hands just so they can identify themselves . Are those 

11 the people here in the front? One , two, three . Anyone 

12 else? Four . Any other Department of Energy employees 

1 3  be sides the security? 

14 My comments wi l l  be mostly addressed to 

IS  you as employees , because I be lieve that the points made 

16 previously concerning the inadequacy of the Environmental 

17 Impact Statement is quite evident , that it ' s  really an 

18 un satisfactory job and needs to be redone totally, both 

19 from the economic point of view and in terms of the 

20 impact on the stat e ,  given that tourism and agriculture 

21 are basically Idaho ' s  only mainstays of economy, besides 

22 the retail that supports them, and the potential danger 

23 to those two industries have not been adequately addressed . 

24 And the environmental impact of waste,  given that the 

25 Department of Energy has been unable to adequately provide 
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for the waste at other s ites , that a lso is a glaring 

inadequacy in the performance of the Department to date . 

But that ' s  not the point tha t I ' d  like to address to you 

a l l  as employees . The issue really is , and the last 

speaker touched on thi s ,  is you as employe e s ,  what is 

your personal stand on this issue? How can you relate 

to i t  as individuals with hearts and minds and souls and 

caring people, because I know that you are caring people , 

and this is the level on which I would l ike to relate 

10  to you . Having worked in the industry somewhat myself and 

11 working in business and in institution s ,  I understand that 

1 2  the Department of Energy is working on behalf of the 

13  Department of Defense in the production of nuclear bombs , 

14 and that this may be as imperative as was the waste project 

1 .5  in New Mexico . lived in New Mex ico for eight years and 

16 was in New Mexico when that pro ject was being built . And 

1 7  r e a l l y  noted that t h e  Department o f  Defense c a n  roll over 

18 the publ ic proce s s ,  that i s ,  that. it is not respon s ible 

19 to the wi l l  of the people in any direct sens e .  And I ' m  

20 wondering if this is the case in this  s i tuation as we l l  

21 where the Department of Energy is not rea l ly respons ible , 

22 th is is just a matter of course of these hearing s ,  whatever, 

23 the deci s ion has been made already and will roll on and 

24 maybe not . I don ' t  have any idea . If there is an impact 

2.5 of this particular hearing and a l l  the effort that everyone 
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has put into i t ,  considerable effort , is in fact real , 

then I ask you to look and say is th is pro ject someone ' s  

ba i l iwic k ,  i s  this project someone ' s  pet project that ' s  

going to go on? Or do you really have an impact , you 

three people or four people here in the fron t ,  actually 

have an impact on the decis ionmaking process? And i f  

you d o ,  then listen with your hearts i s  what I can say, 

because the issue that I think is really important is 

"What do we have to gain from the production of materials 

10  to produce future bombs ? Do we have a strategic advantage 

11 to gain from thi s ? "  There are enough nuclear bomb s ,  

1 2  obviously,  to do away with the wor ld . The Mutually 

13  Assured Destruction theory of military strategy has been 

14 reached, we have enough bombs to do that . In planning 

1 .5  for future bombs ,  do we just think , "We l l ,  we want t o  

16 have that as a card in our deck . "  And is it worth the 

1 7  risk to t h e  environment and t o  the state to d o  that ?  

1 8  think we ' re moving past that . Ronald Reagan , one of the 

19 big supporters of a program of arms build -up is now 

20 looking backwards and saying, "Let ' s  talk about reduction . "  

21 Your own Secretary of Energy has said we 

22 have enough plutonium . So it doesn ' t  quit.e make sense 

23 that this project. is still seriously being considered 

from what information the pub l ic h a s ,  it doesn ' t  make 

2.5 sense . And until it does make sen s e ,  you have serious 
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people probl ems . The will of the people in the state of 

Idaho will be a great problem and will be very expensive 

to deal with . 

So what I can say is for yourselves to 

look inside yourselves and say, "Do I feel the need for 

this secret card , this control , this power that these 

nuclear materials will perhaps provide us?" I s  it 

worth the money and the expense and i s  our country still  

intent on dominating the world , in a sense , through being 

10 the proctorate? Can we maintain the bombs to protect the 

11 world? That ' s  old thinking; we ' re moving on to new 

11 thinking of cooperation. Those are the envi ronmental 

13  issues , and they need international cooperation, and this 

14 is a movement away from international cooperation . It ' s  

1 5 a movement, real ly in the pa st , the past mind set . So 

16 I ' m asking you to change your mind set . And what I can 

1 7  say is that, in clos ing,  since the t ime is just about up, 

1 8  that I believe that the people of Idaho have a commitment 

19 to l i f e ,  that this is a global i ssue which is focused 

20 on Idaho , and a l l  the people in the audience here and now 

11 who you ' ve seen in the past will continue and will 

21 snowba ll if the process goes on, and we will make it so 

23 expensive in terms of time and money that we will delay 

14 it and Congress will not, will not allow it to be bu ilt . 

15 We will stop it through the power of delay that helped 
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8 2 0 3  

stop uti l ities i n  Se abrook and New Hampshire , and has 

e f fectively put an end to development of Ame rican Nuc lear 

Power as a utility, because the proper ene rgy and 

resource and attention have not been paid to it as they 

have in France , and as the Vietnam War was ended . 

MR . EIGUREN : Your time is up . 

MR . RI KOON : So , the people of Idaho will 

have their power felt . 

M R .  E IGUREN : Exhibit No . 619  wil l  be the 

10  written comments of Robert and Deborah Rikoon of Eagle , 

1 1  Idaho . 

1 2  

13  

( Exhibit No . 6 1 9  marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : The next scheduled 

1 4  commenter is Robert G .  Koge r .  Robert G .  Koge r .  

1 5  Kevin Clifford . Kevin Clif ford . 

Kit Brad ley . 

17  MS . BRADLEY : My name i s  Katherine Brad ley; 

1 8  I reside in Trailer No . 61 at the Redtop Meadows in 

19 Ketchum, Idaho . 

20 This test imony is a combined effort by 

21 Katherine Bradley and Michael Kobe , because the date and 

12 time were changed making it impo s s ible for Mike to be here . 

He ' s  a civil engineer working in Ketchum .  

24 My name is Katherine Bradley, and I ' m a 

2S graduate student studying architecture at Boise State . 

1 1 2  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

1

1

3

4

5

6

7

9

111

0 PDX 5711.

•0155.10.31.10 83701

11051 336.11308

1

3

4

5

6

7

9

13

16

23

X 0 503 578

BOISE. 10.X710 53701

we, 33E1.5205



N 
...... 
ill 

5 . 1 0 . 4  

5 . 3 0 . 3 . 1  

5 . 30 . 2 . 1 

5 . 1 2 . 1 

We object to the proposal to locate the 

SIS project at the INEL site . We have categorized our 

oppositions into the following groups : environmenta l ,  

economica l ,  stat istical and mora l . The fol lowing i s  a 

discussion of our objections . 

In addressing the environmental impact of 

the proposed S I S ,  we refer to Mel A .  Kuntz who did a 

previous geological survey of the site , reporting it to 

be geologically active . The recent earthquake a t  �1t . Borah 

10  is evidence of this . Fissure eruptions could occur 

1 1  exposing waste on or nea:t the fissure . Other types of 

12 eruptions could a l so occur . The Waste I solation Pilot 

1 3  Pro ject in New Mexico is inoperabl e ,  with no foreseeable 

14 operating date . So the waste from the S I S  would stay 

1 5 at the INEL, exposing them to this activity. The Draft 

1. Environmental Impact Statement does not devote enough 

17 attention to thi s .  

, .  I n  addition t o  being prone t o  geologic 

1 9  activity, the INEL site is directly above the Snake River 

20 Aquifer which provides much of the Northwest both with 

21  water for consumpt ion and irrigation . It is said the new 

22 fac il ity will be safe,  but the following incidents have 

23 occurred recently that lead us to doubt this : The 

24 chemical spill by a truck into the Sa lmon Rive r ,  the 

25 ruptured diesel fuel tanker which spil led o i l  into a 

1 1 3  
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ma jor Eastern waterway, Three Mile I s land , and Chernobyl . 

It is obvious that accidents can happen . A recent issue 

of News Record had an advertisement for a 

foam product marketed by 3M that " smothers hazardous 

vapors , dusts and odors . "  Several of the fastest-growing 

compan ies on the New York Stock Exchange in 1 9 87 were in 

the business of "pollution contro l . "  Accident s ,  once a 

rarity , hav.e become big business . As we approach the year 

2000, how much faith wou ld you have in the present 

10  containment of something buried at the time of Christ? 

1 1  That would be a short burial for radioactive waste . 

12  Now we will  address some of our economic 

13 concern s .  Contrary to popular be l ie f ,  t h i s  project i s  

14 not the result of our beneVOlent government coming to the 

1 5  aid of the depressed Idaho economy . The SIS is not being 

16 considered for construction to benefit the average 

1 7  American or even the people of Idaho Falls . This pro j ec t  

1 8  is being lobbied for by big busine sses , the kind that 

19 "bring good things to l i fe . "  Th i s  project is being backed 

20 by the mil itary industrial compl ex entrenched in this 

21  nation . Projects like this dr"ive" the federal budget to 

22 new highs and our after-tax paychecks to new lows . This 

23 project is some of the fat that should be trimmed from 

24 the federal budget and would be an important step toward 

25 getting Our national debt under control .  

1 1 4  
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It might be argued that we need this 
4 . 7 . 3  

faci lity for the jobs and the plutonium it could produce . 

The DOE on Page S-l of the DEIS states the primary basis 

for the need of the project is " to provide a redundancy 

in the production capacity of weapons-grade plutonium . "  

Webster ' s  dict ionary defines redundancy a s  an act or 

instance of needless repetition; and redundant a s  that 

exceeding what is necessary or norma l .  How can we be 

expected to be lieve our tax dollars are being put to the 

10  best use when th is pro ject , by definition, an unnecessary 

11 repetition , is being considered? We contend that jobs 

5 . 2 7  . 6 . 9 12 could be created that would be much more beneficial to 

1 3  the economy of Idaho at a lesser cost t o  the environment . 

14 Just the fact that accidents involving ha zardous waste 

1 5  have happened is the basis for our statistical objections . 

16 On a recent trip into Nevada , we witnessed gambling on 

17 a large scale for the first time . We constantly heard 

1 8  about individuals who had overcome the odds to win sums 

19 of money . We are not gamblers . We are conservative 

20 people . The stakes involved here are too h igh . What 

21 are the chances of future employees contracting cancer 

22 due to exposure to radiation? What are the odds of a 

23 transportation mishap? Could there be a waste leakage 

24 under any circumstance s ?  Could there be a major catastrophe 

25 or melt-down? Will the nuclear warheads produced ever 

1 1 5  
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need to be fired? There are no acce ptable odd s ,  and any 

risk of our invaluable resources i s  just too great . 

Finally, our moral objections to the 

construction of the proposed SIS . Th i s  country has gone 

beyond the reaches of self-defense in terms of nuclear 

bomb production . How many times over do we need to be 

able to destroy the earth to feel safe? It is not logical 

to feel safer as our government continues to produce that 

which can only make the world uninhabitable . We have a 

10 responsibility to a l l  the future generations of the earth 

11 to leave them with a place where they can live .  

1 2  In summary: The proposed SIS s i t e  is 

1 3  geologically unstable and directly above the water supply 

14 for much of the Pacific Northwest . Our national budget is 

1 5  and would benefit by the deletion of this 

1 6  costly and redundant pro ject . To gamble with Idaho ' s  

1 7  resources for a few jobs and plutonium that we do not 

18 need is ridiculous . We do not accept this risk . We 

,. request that this plant not be built at the INEL, and 

20 further request that the No Action Alternative be taken . 

21 Thank you . 

22 MR . EIGUREN : Exhibit No . 620 will be the 

23 written comments of Katherine Brad ley and Michael Kobe . 

2' ( Exhibit No . 620 marked and entered . )  

2' MR. EIGUREN : The next scheduled commenter is 

1 1 6  
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Liz Warne r .  

M S .  WARNER: M y  name is Liz Warner and I 

l ive at 807 North 24th in Boise . And I am opposed to the 

S I S  project in Idaho for many reason s ,  and one of which 

I want to bring out tonight is the possibility of accidents . 

There is no guarantee that the plutonium 

can be shipped in and out of Idaho safely . Accidents do 

happen . And no matter how carefully you plan something , 

people make errors . The trucks that are transporting 

10 plutonium will be sharing the highways with care less 

1 1  drivers , possibly drunk drivers,  in good weather condition s ,  

1 2  bad weather condition s ,  and the possibility of an 

13 accident is h ighly probable or pos s ible . There are a l so 

14 the possibilit ies of accidents in the plan t .  

1 5  Since plutonium i s  such a n  extremely toxic 

16 material with an active life of some 2 5 0 , 000 years , the 

11 rel ease of this material from an accident into our 

18 environment would be devastating, and I don ' t  think the 

19 DEIS covers this we l l .  They do not t e l l  u s  what kind of 

20 emergency response would be needed in the event of an 

21  acciden t .  

2 2  Idaho is a beautiful state to me,  and I 

6 .  � . 2  want to protect our wilderne s s ,  the rivers , the people , 

24 our agricultural l ands . And I think the risk of losing 

2S any of this from contamination by radioactive material i s  

1 1 7  
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10  

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

14 

8205  

too grea t . We have a stockpile o f  plutonium for more 

weapons . We have a stockpile of a lready-made nuclear 

weapons . We don ' t  need the S I S  pro ject in Idaho, and 

don ' t  think we need the SIS pro j e c t r  period . 

Thank you . 

MR . E IGUREN : Terry Cushing . Terry Cushing. 

Eugene B. Wright . Eugene Wright? 

Don Fothe ringham. Don Fotheringham . 

Keith Patterson . Keith Patterson . 

Gregory Heaton . Gregory Heaton . 

Charles Coyle . Charles Coyle . 

Relay Attwood . R e l ay Attwood . 

Claire Turner . 

MS . TURNER : My name is Claire Turner,  

15  and I represent the Inter-Faith Peace Committee . In the 

16 past 40 to 50 year s ,  we as a country have lived a quick, 

1 1  hard l i f e .  We are able to boast of much accomplishment 

1 8  in technology, science , and industry; we a l so are now 

19 able to see what these achievements have rea lly cost us . 

20 For instance , all the hopes that were pinned on the 

21  d iscovery of the atom 1 s power have been very much ,diminished . 

22 And for anyone who knows the story of how the atom was 

23 developed , there were many of its fathers who developed it 

24 never intended it for war ,  for what it is being used for 

25 now, to the extent that it is . We are no closer to world 

1 1 8  
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peace and feel no more secure, even with an arsenal of 

tens of thousands of nuclear weapons and a vast array 

of nuclear weapons systems . Plutonium 239 is the fuel 

of much of what we have pinned all these hopes on . It 

i s  letha l ,  a s  we have heard , for 240 to 250 thousand 

years . One pound of this nuclear fuel is enough to 

destroy every l i ving thing in our world today. We know 

that we have no less than 100 tons of this substance in 

our stockpil e s  today . 

10 In order to produce what we have to da te,  

5 . 30 . 4 . 1 4  1 1  massive wasteful by-products and contaminated parts of 

12 the processes have resulted . We now see the consequences 

13  of producing plutonium and other waste : contaminated 

14 rivers and streams that ran under or nearby the areas 

1 5  where the wastes were stored ; open-air releases of 

16 plutonium that have caused genetic changes for nearby 

1 7  humans and animals . We only need to look at Hanford to 

18 see what they ' re finding in the ir fish in the Columbia . 

19 Workers with h igher- than-normal rates of cancer; various 

20 environmental damages such as the loss of entire ecosystems 

21 due to the upheaval of m i l l ions of acres des ignated for 

22 production fac ilities and storage areas for wastes and 

23 weapons systems . 

24 Of the looming costs that our past military 

25 mania has cost us as a community , t'he greatest effects are 
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not for us today but for many generations of citizens to 

come . What we have done through massive spending and 

environmental harm is to burden our children and the 

chi ldren for years to come with the responsibility of 

spending their precious menta l ,  phys ical , financ i a l ,  

emotional and technical means t o  clean u p  the situat ion 

they found themselves born into. Yet,  we are only too 

aware of the cha l l enges besides these that lay in store 

for those .in the future . 

10 There comes a time, and I believe we a l l  

1 1  know that the time is present , today, that we people of 

1 2  this country need to rea lize the end to the violence 

13  that has been woven into the fabric of our national scene 

14 today -- the environmen t ,  and especially that affecting 

1 5  the spirits of the young and old a l ike . 

16 Let us spend our precious financial 

1 7  resources to begin remedying a l l  the damage to our 

18 environment; building true security in a l l  of our hearts,  

19 not a bunch of we.:;\pons that have caused us more insecurity; 

20 and finding alternatives to world peace that are lasting . 

21 (s ic ) The task al so remains to be solved, that of finding 

22 a permanent way of storing the m i l l ions of tons of wastes 

23 currently in storage -- a spendy and awesome feat that 

24 has yet to be figured out by the most br i l l i ant scientists 

25 today in a way that doesn ' t  do our county in financ ially . 
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So, t o  the pOint o f  why we are here today . 

Do we need yet another plutonium-product ion factory, 

this Special Isotope Separator pro j ec t ?  I believe firmly, 

a s  do many of the c i tizens of our country today, that we 

are a t  a point of building down our nuc lear arsena l s ,  not 

building up . We have seen c learly that we were mis led 

about the wonders of the atom and now that our consciences 

require us to speak out against the injustices caused by 

our love a f fair with the atom . No . We cannot as a 

10 nation do any more damage to the future world by approving 

11 the S I S .  

12  Thank you . 

13 MR . EIGUREN : Exhibit No . 626 will be the 

14 written comments of Claire Turner . 

I S  ( Exhibit No . 6 2 6  marked and entered . )  ,. MR. EIGUREN : The next scheduled commenter 

17 is Scott Kaye . 

1 8  MR . KAYE : We l l ,  first of a l l ,  so far what 

19 I ' ve heard I think is righ t .  I ' m  not a very good speaker, 

20 but I ' l l go ahead and give it what I can , my best shot . 

21 I think higher common sense has d ictated 

22 that nuclear deterrence is worse than conventional 

23 deterrence . For over 30 years peace- loving people have 

24 suffered t hrough the lack of control 

25 in the hands of warring gove rnment s .  

1 2 1  
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rekind l ing of the spirit , a lot has happened , and I ' m 

kind of glad , you know . In late November when the 

Soviets and the Americans signed the treaty e l iminat ing 

intermediate weapons , I think that ' s  great . I think they 

will go furthe r .  I think they are going to e l iminate the 

long-range one s .  don ' t  see anything wrong with it . 

What ' s  wrong with striving for peace? 

So I have to say I ' m  against the SIS 

because anything plutonium, it ' s  not safe . When they ,. dispose of i t ,  i t ' s  dead ly . I don ' t  deny -- I don ' t  

1 1  disapprove of nuclear enqery.., . 'but .anytliing that has to do 

12 with something that ' 5 going to destroy the environment i s  

1 3  wrong . If they do e liminate nuclear weapons , i t ' s  going 

into industry, so it would be a dead industry, so it ' s  

going to be wrong . ( s ic ) 

16 What they could do,  the plants now in 

1 7  operation, the jobs they have , they could, you know, the 

people could go to work to c lean up the toxic wastes , 

19 they could f ind better sources of energy until they have 

20 corrected the problem of the plutonium . There ' s  solar 

21 energy, there ' s  -- they ' re smart , they ' l l find mor e .  

22 And let ' s  see . Okay. The next generation , 

23 I think they ' re smart . They know the facade of deterrence 

24 is really just a facade . 

2> Government leaders can ' t  control bill ions of 
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people . They can ' t  make the mistakes for us . 

So borders,  border di sputes , it just comes 

down to mankind, cohabitation of people togethe r .  

Tha t ' s  a l l  I have to say . It didn ' t  come 

out righ t ,  but thank you . 

MR.  E IGUREN : The next scheduled commenter 

7 is Brent Marchbanks . Brent Marchbanks? 

Commenter 22 is Marti Hatch . Marti Hatch? 

Commenter 23 is Chuck Vogel . Chuck Vogel . 

10 Thank you . 

1 1  MR . BARTHOLOMEW : My name is Roy Bartholomew. 

12  Chuck Vogel was unable to be here today . He I s out of 

13 town, so he asked me if I would read this for him . You 

" have to consider I am only 21 years old and he ' s  4 3 ,  and 

15 this is his life story , so it ' s  a lot longer than what 

" I ' ve l ived . 

1 7  I a m  a n  Idaho native, and I would l ike to 

18 speak in favor of SIS . As an Idaho native I remember the 

19 pride of the atomic city being the first atomic-lighted 

� city . Later when I was in about the 8th grade we saw a 

21 film in school about gamma rays being used to preserve 

22 food, both these projects of the INEL have had far-reaching 

23 benefits . 

2' As a construction worker I know f irsthand 

25 how much SIS would mean to the economy of the state of 

123 
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Idaho . Idaho cannot a fford to pas s  up over 400 

construction jobs and over 410 d irect jobs and over 300 

indirect permanent jobs . This would be a nice -- it would 

be nice to see my friends working in Idaho instead of 

having to leave the state to f ind work . 

Thank you . 

MR . E IGUREN : The written comments of 

Charles Vogel of Nampa , Idaho, will  be included in the 

record as Exhibit No . 6 2 7 .  

( Exhibit No . 6 2 7  marked and entered . )  

MR . E IGUREN : Next scheduled commenter is 

1 2  Alvin Joslyn . 

13 MR . JOSLYN: I ' m  not going to step up there 

14 a s  l ively as those people did . 

1 5  

, .  

MR. EIGUREN : Okay . Sounds fair . 

MR . JOSLYN: First , I am Alvin Joslyn from 

1 7  Meridian , Idaho, just a recent member or citizen of 

18 Meridian . I l ived in Glenns Ferry for a good many years . 

19 I ' m  a native Idahoan . I ' ve been involved in city, county 

20 and state government for 20 years . I was a f ive-term 

21 member of the House of Repre sentat ive s ,  starting in 1961 , 

22 from Elmore County . 

23 On the day that I saw this advertisement in 

24 the Statesman on the 1 6th , I was intr igued by the publ ic 

25 hearing notice . And right above it we find that the s tudy 

1 2 4  
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f inds unexpected ozone drop . So we can see,  and this is 

just an i l lustration to me , that we are trying to solve 

one problem that we have created and , yet, we ' re starting 

another problem by building the SI S .  Another thing that 

shows that this is a worldwide problem, and this is taken 

from the last issue of !' Drought stalks the mighty 

mile . "  

1 would l ike to g ive these to you . 

MR . E IGUREN : Thank you , s i r .  

10  MR . JOSLYN : The subj ect matter is Special 

11 Isotope Separator . 

1 2  .l am opposed to the construction of the 

13  S I S ,  in Idaho or any other place or location . I request 

1 4  that you consider my reasoning and those of others who 

15 are here to testify and decide against proceeding with 

16 the proposed SIS construction . 

17 This is a complicated world and the problems 

1 8  increase daily in number and magnitude . According ly , I 

19 believe it is necessary to e s tablish priorities that will 

20 better enable us to reach a proper dec ision as to the S I S ,  

2 1  and its future or lack of a future . It is your 

22 responsibility to determine the environmental impact of 

23 the SI S .  

14 Now let u s  consider the environmental 

2S impact from" other areas as we l l  as that of �the S I S .  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

1 refer to th is article in The Idaho 

Statesman in there . And what i s  the possible result of 

the unexpected drop in the ozone ? We l l ,  there ' S  more 

skin cance r .  

And there i s  famine i n  Ethiopia . M i l l ions 

starving account drought caused by destruction of the 

'7 watershed . ( s ic ) 

Large -scale cutting of timber and the 

destruction of the rain fore sts in South America . Th is 

is for land development . The resul t :  Decreased rainfall 

1 1  and interruption of one link in replacing oxygen in the 

1 2  atmosphere . 

13  refer to these other problems in order to 

14  impress upon you that there is more than the problem of 

15 the S I S .  The seriousness of po llution is far greater 

1 6  than we admit .  

1 7  There are many other threats to the 

1 8  environment and each may have a legitimate reason for the 

19 act that created them. Many o f  the se acts that have a 

20 hazardous effect on the environment apply to totally 

21 unrelated programs . Creation of jobs; land deve lopment;  

22 national defense ; housing construction ; industrial 

23 expans ion and the profit mot ive . The s e  are arguments for 

24 the deve lopment and expansion of many activitie s .  There 

25 is nothing wrong with these goa l s , but they are rated too 
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high when priority and importance is considered . We place 

a high priority on education , transportation , recrea tion , 

entertainment, health, and many othe r s ,  but there are 

three things that are first on my list as being Number 1 .  

These three things should be considered a s  one, for all 

6 three are of equal importance and are dependent one upon 

the other . They are clean air,  pure water , and productive 

soi l . Unless we protect and improve the a i r ,  water and 

9 soi l ,  none of the other items mentioned can exist . The 

'0 very future of the earth depends on c lean air,  pure water 

11 and productive soil . We have reached a point where I 

,2 believe we have done more damage to the environment than 

1 3  can a f ford . We should not permit any further destruction 

14  to the environment . Certainly the S I S  does not promote 

6 . 1 . 2  15 clean air,  pure water and productive soil . 

5 . 1 2 . 1 
,. Certain information from magazine 

'7 articles leads me to believe that the S I S  wi ll eventua lly 

1 8  contaminate our unde rground aquifer.  That aquifer is 

19 important that we must not even think of endangering it . 

20 is the time to give clean air,  pure water, and 

21 soil the Number 1 priority. Jobs , the stock 

22 market, transportation , educat ion , health and a l l  other 

23 endeavors that we accept as everyday occurrence depends on 

24 air, pure water and productive soi l .  

25 Forget the S I S .  Just say no . 
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MR . EIGUREN : The written comments of 

Alvin Joslyn as we ll as the supporting documents he 

handed the Chair will be marked as Exhibit No . 628 and 

entered into the record . 

( Exhibit No . 628 marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : The next scheduled comrnenter 

i s  Kerry Cooke . 

MS . COOKE : I ' m Kerry Cooke . I l ive at 

2 4 2 4  Bella Street . I also speak for my two daughters who 

10 are g lad I ' m here tonight . 

1 1  I n  my written tes timony I point out a 

1 2  significant mistake i n  t h e  D E I S  concerning volcanism . I t ' s  

1 3  a matter of the DEIS stating that a highly respected 

14 report says volcanism might occur every 3 0 , 000 to 100, 000 

1 5  years at INEL, when in fact the report says that vOlcanic 

16 occurrence at INEL is more l ikely one in every 3 , 000 

17 years . 

1 8  

That i s  a rather s ignificant difference . 

Why the mistakes? I ' m  afraid it is because 

19 the truth would not serve the DOE ' s  purposes . 

20 DOE scientists want their pet pro j ect , the 

21 S I S ,  out of their DOE lab and into the wor ld . I can ' t  

22 blame them for that -- there ' s  got to be a lot of pr ide 

23 and ownership in wanting that out . Unfortunately, we ' re 

24 the guinea pigs as this comes out in the world . So l et ' s  

2:5 get past the technical talk and the acronym s ,  let ' s  talk 
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about the real cost of the S I S .  This is what you are 

trying to build : "At the same instance birds ignited in 

mid-air,  mosqu itoes and f l i e s ,  squirre l s  and family pets 

crackled and were gon e ;  the f ireba l l  flashed an enormous 

photograph of the city at the instant of assimilation , 

f ixed on the minera l , vegetable and animal surfaces of the 

city itsel f .  A spiral ladder left its shadow in the 

unburnt paint on the surface of a steel storage tank; 

leaf-shielded reverse s ilhouettes on charred telephone 

10 po l e s ;  a human being l eft a memorial of h i s  outline in 

1 1  gran ite on the steps of a bank ; anothe r ,  pulling a handcar t ,  

12 protected a handcart and human -shaped asphalt from boiling . 

13 The world of the dead is a different place from the world 

14  of the l iving,  and it ' s  hardly possible to visit there . 

15 That day at Hiroshima the two were very nearly converged . 

16 The inundation with death at the area closest to the 

1 7  hypocenter was such that if a man survived within 6 / 1 0ths 

\ 8  of a mile and was out of doors , more than 9 / l0ths of the 

\9 people around him were fatalitie s . "  

'0 I say to you scient ists who are working on 

21 this project and are studying the DE I S ,  that ' s  the 

22 envi ronmental impact that ' s  miss ing from your DE I S .  And 

23 that ' s  what the S I S  is a l l  about . So I appeal to you to 

24 hear what Richard Roetz has said in h is book The of 

2S the Atomic Bomb . Th is is what he asked for scientists to 

1 2 9  
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do : " Science ' s  response to the arms race has been to 

continue to confront the nat ion ' s  state with the facts and 

probabilit ies it ' s  d iscovered in the course of its daily 

work . Nuc lear winter,  whatever its level of severi ty , 

is one of these probabilities : damage to the ozone layer 

is anothe r ;  the l ikel ihood of widespread epidemics after 

a nuclear war and of mass starvation because of di sruption 

in food transport are two more . The nat ion ' s  state may 

have understood that nuclear weapons spoil war . The 

10  continuing arms rac e ,  unfortun ately,  demonstrates that 

11 they have not yet understood that the national system of 

12 exclusion in international confrontation has now become 

13 suicida l . Each new contribution to understanding, more 

14  knowledge turned over to mankind , must further erode that 

1 5  stubborn and potentia l ly genocidal ignorance . Add itional 

16 knowledge will certainly continue to emerge . It is not 

17  l ikely to prove ma ss ive armament a blessing . "  

1 8  Change is possible ;  change is possible 

19 because the choice is bare -- change is the only alternative 

20 to total death . The cond itions have already been 

21 established for the destruction of the human world or its 

22 modification into some more collegial commonal ity . 

23 The necessity now is to begin to dismantle 

24 the death machine . The energies that rich and int e l l igent 

2S peoples have squandered on the e laboration of death need to 
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be turned to the e laborat ion of death - - excuse me - - of 

l i fe . 

So I say to you, you rich and intell igent 

people ,  please , no action, no SI S .  

Thank you . 

MR.  EI GUREN : Exhibit 6 2 9  are the written 

comments of Kerry Cooke . 

( Exhibit No . 6 2 9  marked and entered . )  

MR . E IGUREN : The next scheduled commenter 

10  is Craig Gehrk e .  

I I  Thank you . We ' ll mark your comments a s  

1 2  Exhibit No . 6 3 0 .  

1 3 ( Exhibit No . 6 3 0  marked and entered . )  

14 MR. GEHRK E :  My name i s  Craig Gehrke . 

15 l i ve at 1403 Grand here in Boise . I am a native Idahoan 

I. whose family has been in the state for over three 

17 generations . I ' m here to testify against the location of 

1 8  t h e  SIS at t h e  INEL s i te . 

I. The Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

20 appears to me to be seriously flawed and inadequate . 

21 would like to thank and encourage the e f forts of the 

22 Natural Resources Defense Council in their efforts to 

23 cha l lenge this documen t . 

24 I do not support the location of the S I S  

25 in Idaho for a very ba sic reason : I t  is unnecessary and 
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need lessly endangers my state and the c i t i zens who l ive 

here . 

Rather than supplying a long-term boost 

to the southeastern Idaho economy, SIS promises to be 

nothing more than another boom and bust project , which 

we ' ve already had far too many times out here in the Wes t .  

I t ' s  been reported that the number o f  long-term jobs 

created by S I S  will mostly be low-paying service-type 

jobs . It seems to me that these jobs are hardly worth 

10  the type of environmental risks that we ' re undertaking in 

11 this  project . 

12 I don ' t  see any long-term benefits from the 

1 3  S I S ,  but I sure see a lot of d isadvantages to my state . 

14 First of a l l ,  I think the INEL w i l l  receive a backdoor 

15 designation as a nuclear waste dump . Wa ste from Hanford 

I. i s  going to be shipped here and the SIS process itself 

1 7  i s  going t o  produce additional wastes . The receiving 

18  site in New Mexico i s  not yet operating , and there are 

reports that it may be seriously flawed a l ready and may 

20 never enter operat ions . Since there is no a l ternative 

21 waste s i te mentioned in the DEI S ,  i t ' s  not hard to imagine 

22 who will be l e ft holding the bag of nuc lear waste -- tha t ' s  

23 going to be Idaho . 

24 I s  the site of plutonium ref inement and 

2S transfer really the kind of image we want to push for the 

1 3 2  
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state of Idaho? How popular are our agricultural products 

going to be if the Snake River Aquifer is contaminated? 

How popular is Idaho going to be as a destination spot for 

vacationers if an accident occurs at the INEL s i te or 

during transportation? The bad publ icity associated with 

an accident could be bad enough to cripple Idaho ' s  

recreat ion economy . Potential vis itors are just going to 

hear about a nuclear accident "somewhere out in Idaho , "  

and may just suddenly decide that Montana or Oregon might 

10 be a better place to go for that vacat ion . 

1 1  The DEIS does n o t  speci fically justify the 

12 need for more plutonium, or for that fac t ,  the need for 

13 the SIS pro ject in genera l . The S I S ,  it seems to me to 

14 be nothing more than another wasteful , foo l i sh project 

IS picked from the Pentagon ' s  "wish l ist . It It depresses me 

16 to see Idaho ' s  pol itical leaders supporting th is pro j ect . 

17 These leaders seem to know no restraints in their efforts 

18  to encourage any type of development within the stat e ,  

19 regardless of a l l  the unanswered questions regarding 

20 envi ronmental safety and publ ic health . 

11 I urge that the plans to build the S I S  

2 2  fac i l ity at INEL be dropped, and that the DOE choose the 

23 No Action Alternative in the DE I S .  

24 Thank you . 

2S MR . E IGUREN : Commenter No . 2 7 ,  

1 3 3  
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John Barringer . 

MR . BARRINGER : Mr . Eiguren , members of 

the Department of Energy ; my name is John Barringe r ,  I 

l ive at 7000 Bogus Basin Road , Boise 8 3 70 2 . I am an Idaho 

native . My father homesteaded in Idaho in 1900 . 

Some time ago I decided to testify against 

, 7 the S I S  proposal because I had a gut feel ing that th is 

was a very bad idea . 

Since then I have read the reports by the 

10  INEL , an advocate of the pro jec t ,  and l i s tened to hours 

11 of oral test imony . The reports and test imony suppor ting 

1'2 the project were not convincing . A wealth of tes timony 

1 3 opposing the project was informed, compe l l ing,  often 

14 eloquent and very convincing . In fac t ,  some of the 

I S  test imony has restored my faith in the human race . 

16 won ' t  be repe titive,  but w i l l  briefly summarize my 

17 conc lusion s :  

1 8  There is n o  demonstrable need for the 

19 plutonium now or in the immediate future there is no 

20 r isk to our national security without it and absolutely 

21  no need for this haste . 

22 There would be unacceptable risks in 

23 transport of material to and from the INEL and unacceptable 

24 risks at the INEL site during proce s s ing and for many years 

2S therea fter . 
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Because Idaho has a small population it 

was no doubt a s sumed that there would be very l i ttle rea l 

opposit ion to this plan, and they CQuid just stick it to 

us . I ' m here to assert that I don ' t  want this beautiful 

state pol luted , endangered and sacrificed in exchange for 

a few dubious temporary financial advantages for � a  fe�. 

I might add that I was a World War II volunteer and I 

acknowledge that the A Bomb saved many , many thousands of 

our l ives , possibly including even my own , and I once 

10  appreciated the importance of nuc lear deterrence and 

1 1  therefore have never before tak.en a "no nuke" position . 

1 . 1 1 7 But this outrageous proposal is too much for me and is 

\3 tota l l y  unacceptable , and I urge you to tak.e no action . 

14 MR . EIGUREN : Exhibit 6 3 1  will be the 

1 5  written comment of John Barringer . 

,. ( Exhibit No . 6 3 1  marked and entered . )  

1 7  MR . EIGUREN: The next scheduled commen ter 

1 8  is Mike Burket t .  Mike Burket t ?  

19 Next would be D .  Alan Kofoed . D .  Alan Kofoed . 

20 Number 30 is Glen Corbiea l .  Glen Corbiea l .  

21 Commenter 31 is David Gutierre z .  

22 David Gutierrez? 

23 Commenter 3 2 ,  Mrs . C. F .  Larrabee . 

24 Mrs . C .  F .  Larrabee . 

25 Commenter 3 3 ,  Warren Cornwa l l . 
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Warren Cornwa l l ?  

Commenter 3 4 , Timothy Culhane . 

MR . CULHANE : Good evening . My name is 

Timothy Culhane . I ' m  a carpenter,  a s tudent , computer 

proqral'tIDer , and a father , and ..... hatever else can find . l ' v 

been an Idaho resident for about 1 2  years, and I currently 

l ive in Boise ' s  exclusive North End with my two daughter s .  

I ' ve come here tonight t o  object to the DOE proposal o f  

build ing and operating a Special I sotope Separator a t  the 

10  INEL plant near Idaho Fa l l s .  

1 1  I have read the DOE ' s  Draft Environmen tal 

1 2  Impact Statement . Many areas stand out as being 

13 inadequately thought out or i l l  define d .  B u t  I ' l l focus o n  

14 only two . 

15 My first area of concern is the storage of 

16 pluton ium-contaminated waste at the S I S  site . As we in 

17 Idaho know, the proposed SIS site is c lose to the epicenter 

1 8  of the Mt . Borah ea rthquake . It ' s  a l so sitting on top of 

19 the Snake River Aquifer, a water reserve that is becoming 

20 more and more important as a major water resource for 

21 commun ities throughout Idaho . The DOE ' s  proposal states 

22 thut the waste will  be stored an interim basis at the 

23 S I S  site and then transported to the waste isolat ion pilot 

24 plant in Carlsba d ,  New Me xico . Recent investigations have 

2S shown that the Carl sbad storage faci l ity is subject to 

1 3 6  
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water leakage . Since the DOE makes ' no mention of an 

alternative dumping site , this leakage w il l ,  at the very 

leas t ,  result in delays in removal of the waste from the 

INEL site , and in the worst case , turn the INEL into a 

permanent interim waste dump with a potent ia l  to ruin our 

most important underground water reserve . 

My second area of concern is the need 

justification of the fac il ity to make more bomb-grade 

plutonium in the f irst place . I ' l l read an excerpt from 

10 a document from Greenpeace : " The United States does not 

11 need any more plutonium. Plutonium has a half l ife of 

1 2  2 4 , 000 years . As a resul t ,  over 9 0  percent of 

1 3  pluton ium for new warheads is recycled from retired 

14 warheads . Our a lready enormous plutonium stockpile 

15  provides e nough of this deadly material to ensure the 

16 security of the U .  S .  indefinitely . Th is , combined with 

4 . 3  
additional weapons retired through arms reduction 

18 agreements , suggests that the need for a new production 

1 9  faci lity cannot be justi fied . Weapons recovered from the 

20 INF Treaty alone wil l provide the equivalent of two years ' 

21 plutonium production at current levels . "  

22 Although I totally fail  to understand why 

23 the current administration fee l s  that it must continue to 

24 add to our arsenal of nuclear warheads when we a lready 

25 have over 2 5 , 000 , I fully agree with Greenpeace that no 

H EDRICK COURT REPORTING 

82 1 3  

1 ! more weapons-grade plutonium is neede d ,  and therefore the 

need for the S I S  is non-existent . 

I appreciate the opportunity to express my 

views and hope that what I ' ve said w i l l  give the proponents 

of this pro ject second thoughts about its necess ity and 

about their own sanity . 

Thank you . 

MR . EIGUREN : We are now at order 35 on the 

commenter list . Sheri Kranz ler . 

10 MR . ESCHEN : Ole Cram was going to take 

TT her plac e ,  and h e  had to leave a l it t le bit earlier ; so 

1'2 ' I ' m here . My name is Chris Eschen , and I am here to read 

1 1  ! h i s  testimony . 

14 He says : "Everyone is so happy about getting 

TJ jobs in Idaho that it has come to this . Now I am asking 

T. questions to the people who are for this . Are you w i l l ing 

'7 to give up your innocent and fellow children for one job? 

l' That i s  outstanding if you choose so. I f  you don ' t  think 

" a leak will  happen and if you don ' t  think it will  happen 

» and i t  does and comes down on your friends and wi ldli f e ,  

2 1  bringing dying and babies becoming deformed , we l l ,  I can 

2'2 say I told you s o .  ( s ic ) 

"To demonstrate how ludicrous the idea is 

24 that we neej more plutonium, I ' d l ike to do a short 

n demonstration . 
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T h e  first sound you h e a r  is t h e  sound o f  

one B B ,  which represents a l l  the f i r e  power of World War I I ,  

approxima t e l y  three megatons . (-Indicating . )  This includes 

all the rockets , a l l  the explosive devices used , a l l  the 

firepower used in World War I I .  

Three BB represents a l l  the weapons o f  one 

Pose idon submarine , approximat e l y  three World War I r ' s .  

( I ndicating . )  This amount i s  enough to destroy over 

200 o f  the Soviets ' largest c i t i e s . 

Eight BB ' s  represents 24 megatons o f  

1 1  f i repower of one new Trident sub, enough to destroy 

1 2  every major city in the northern hemisphere . ( Indicating . )  

13 This next amount represents 100 megaton s ,  

14 which i s ,  which is approximately l ess than one percent o f  

1 5 the U .  S .  or Soviet arsena l s . It represents the amount 

16 necessary to bring on nuclear winter . The dust lofted into 

1 7 the a i r  by the explosion of this small amount would block 

1 8  the sunlight and make temperatures drop so drama t i c a l l y ,  

1 9  that our planet would be uninhabitable for plants ,  anima l s  

2 0  and humans . ( Indicating . ) That one percent is only a 

21 small fraction of the total amount we have in the world . 

22 I would now l ike to show you how many we 

23 actually have . ( Indicating . ) 

I submit that in the awesome face o f  

2 . 2 . 1 0  2S destruction the l a s t  thing we need here in Idaho i s  another 

1 3 9  

H EDRICK COURT REPORTING 
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bomb plant . 

MR . E IGUREN : Chri s ,  may we have that? 

Chris Eschen provided the written comments 

of Ole Cram, C - r - a -m ,  for the record , as Exhibit 6 3 2 . 

( Exhibit No . 6 3 2  marked and entered . )  

MR . E IGUREN : The next scheduled commenter 

i s  Brad S. Jones . 

Eric Brand t .  

Roger Hayes . 

10 MR . HAYES : Her e .  

1 1  M y  name i s  Roger Hayes and I ' m a building 

1 2  contractor in Boi s e ,  so I make my l i ving hammering n a i l s  

1 3  in the construction trades . 

14 I got this book in the ma i l ,  and I thought 

15 I might not be able to understand i t . Well , I was wrong . 

1 6  went through i t ,  a n d  it was pretty e a s y  to understand . 

17 I write a l o t  of contracts with people because that ' s  my 

18 business . I ' ve never yet included a d i s c l a imer on the 

19 front saying that t'he work is going to be , you know, 

20 "your problem . "  

21  I have seven points here . I ' m not going 

22 to go through a l l  of them, but I want to t e l l  you I 

23 wouldn I t have bought this - - I wouldn ' t  have bought this . 

24 And I think you guys ought to take it back and rewrite it 

25 and come up with something just a l i tt l e  bit more unbiased . 
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The next thing I want to have i s  more 

hearing s ,  and I know thi s  is a rea l l y ,  boring process and 

I rea l ly feel sorry for you a l l ,  but i t ' s  your job . And 

I think that the hearings ought to involve places that 

are going to be a f fected by putting the S I S  in , and that 

includes places a l ong truck routes . A lady testified 

the other day that no one in La Grande even knew th i s  

8 was going to occur and they didn ' t  know that the increased 

pluton ium shipments were going to come through their town . 

10 And then a l so I think that the "need i s s u e "  

1 1  for making pluton ium ought to be addressed in this , or 

17 l e a s tw i s e ,  somebody ' s  going to have to let me know that 

1 3  really do need i t .  And I ' m not convinced . 

14 Also , too , I think the issue of nuclear 

15 ought to be addressed . I can ' t  imagine an envi ronmental 

1 6  catastrophe worse than that, and I don ' t  see any mention 

1 7 in here of that . 

1 8  The next thing I want to s a y ,  too , is that 

6 . 3  th i s  is $9 30-:ni l l ion taxpayers ' mone y .  That ' s  enough 

20 money to run the state of Idaho for two year s ,  that ' s  

21 enough money to run every school , university, commun ity 

22 c o l lege in the entire state for ten years . We ' re having 

23 trouble trying to find money enough to run the schools here 

24 in the state , and you guys want to spend almost $ l- b i l l ion 

25 here building something that we ' re not even sure, one , 
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that we have a place to deposit the plutonium and two, 

that we really do even need the pluton ium and three, we 

may reach an agreement with the Soviets which , I gue s s , 

is our enemy , right? We may reach an agreement with the 

Sov i e t s ,  and we ' re going to have to start reducing . What 

are we going to do with this stu f f ?  You guys have wanted 

, 7 to purify the plutonium down here at INEL? I don ' t  know . 

But , anyway s ,  what we rea l l y  need to do is 

we really need to just cease and des i s t .  Take thi s  book 

10 back and rewrite i t ,  put in the d i fferent -- get an unbiased 

group. What is th is NUS? I don ' t  know who they are . 

12 They ' re somebody from back E a s t ,  I would imag ine . Sorry . 

1 3 Regional ism . 

14 Anyways , what they need to do is they need 

1 5  to rewrite this thing and do it in an unbiased manner . 

16 I wouldn ' t  have bought thi s .  When I ' m  doing my work , I ' m  

1 7  proud of the work that I d o ,  and I can ' t  b e l i eve you guys 

18 sent this out . just c an ' t .  

,. On this l ist here , I ' m  going to turn i t  in, 

20 are the reasons why I think that the book needs to be 

21 rewritten . 

22 S o ,  in conclusion , I have to support the 

23 No Action Alternative , even though it means jobs for Idaho . 

24 But , you know, I ' ve got an idea S I S .  It just h i t  me 

25 j u s t  now, but I think we should go ahead and build the S I S  

1 4 2  
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anyhow, but I think we should bui l d  a Special I c e  Skating 

R i n k ,  instead o f  an S I S .  I t ' s  bette r ,  and i t  would last 

longer . I t ' s  going to last mayb e ,  you know, 50 years from 

today people wi l l  s t i l l  be ice skating . Seven or eight 

years from today I don ' t  think the S I S  is going to be of 

any use to any of us . 

goodbye . 

So thank you very much for your time and 

MR . E IGUREN : Exh ib i t  No . 633 w i l l  be the 

10 written comments of Roger Hayes of Boise . 

1 1  ( Exhibit No . 6 3 3  marked and entered . )  

1 2  MR . EIGUREN : The n e x t  scheduled comrnenter 

13  is Peggy Gui l e s . 

14 MS . GUILE S :  I was hoping you hadn ' t  

15 changed the orde r .  

, .  M y  name is Peggy Gui l e s ,  and I live at 

1 1  1 4 1 4  North 8th in Boise . 

1 8  I ' m a mother ,  I ' m a nurse and I a m  a 

19 student, and I am adamant l y  opposed to the S I S  project 

4 . 1 5  . 5 20 on a l l  leve l s .  We don ' t  need any more plutonium . We 

21 don ' t  need any more nuclear weapon s .  And w e  don ' t  need 

5 . 30 . 3 . 1 any more radioactive waste that we don ' t  know how to take 

23 care of . 

2. 

1 . 1 25 say no to S I S . 

I ' l l  just keep it short and simpl e . Just 

1 4 3  
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MR . E IGUREN : Exhibit 6 3 4  w i l l  be the 

written comments o f  Peggy Gui le s .  

i s  L i z  Merri l l . 

( Exhibit No . 6 3 4  marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : The n e x t  scheduled commen ter 

MS . MERRILL : Hel l o . My name is L i z  Merri l l .  

I want to thank you, Department o f  Energy, and Mr . Eiguren, 

for holding these hearings and being cooperative and 

generous during the whole proc e s s  of the time . It ' s  been 

10 a pleasure to work with you . 

1 1  M y  name i s  L i z  Merr i l l ,  a s  I said . I l ive 

1 2  at 1 3 09 Howard , and I am opposed to the S I S  pro j e c t . 

13 bel ieve it ' s  unnecessary, unsafe and uneconomica l .  And 

14 I won ' t  go into a whole l i st of reasons why, because you ' ve 

15 already heard a number of tho s e .  

,.  I d o ,  however , have the testimony of 

1 1  several other people who are in opposition to this pro j e c t ,  

1 8  and I would like to read their names into the record . 

,.  

20 

MR . E IGUREN : Sure . 

MS . MERRILL : Cathy Spofford , Lisa Denn i s ,  

21 Kathy Ring , Scott and Constance Merri l l ,  John and 

22 Jane McGrew, Laura Carson , E l l ie K i s e r , Katharine Yer r i t y ,  

23 Paul Castrov i l l o ,  Nancy Brossman , Barbara Skotte , 

24 Abiga i l  Thomson, Jack Taylor . 

25 I also have here petitions of people who 
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oppose this pro j e c t .  I believe b y  my coun� there are 

8 , 00 1  names who oppose thi s .  

Thank you very much . 

MR . ·EIGUREN : She ' s  not going to submit 

the petitions for the record, but will s ubmit the other 

written comments for the record . We ' l l  a s s ign those an 

exhibit number when we get them later . 

The next scheduled commenter is 

Dr . Dale O. Ha l l .  

( Discussion off the record . )  

M R .  E I GUREN : Dr . H a l l  has asked me to once 

1 2  again state for the record what I stated earlier in this 

13 proceeding, and that is that it was brought to the 

l4 attention of the Department e a r l i e r  on that the d i s c l a imer 

15 on the document may in fact be in error . And in the 

1 6  d iscussion with the Departmental staff that appears to be 

17  the case , that it was inadvertantly placed in the Draft 

18 Envi ronmental Impact Statement . Once that is confirmed, 

1 9  that w i l l  be provided in writing and inc luded as part of 

20 the record . 

21 

22 

DR . HALL : Thank you . 

My name is Dale Hal l .  I live at 410 

2 3  Parkway Drive , Boise 83706 . I ' ve been an Idaho resident 

24 and worker for 22 year s . I have two children and two 

25 grandchildren s t i l l  living here in Idaho . 
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I ' d l ike to ask our panel how many of 

you have actua l l y  seen the mushroom cloud , a real 

mushroom c loud and not a photo of it? I have . was 

present for the f i r s t  H Bomb test at Eniwetok in 1 9 5 2 . 

Two Japanese f ishermen were accidentally and fatally 

irradiated from this test . The Air Force, supposed l y , 

scouted t h i s  area ahead of time and said there was no one 

out there . The is land was vaporized and biological 

mutations continue in the ocean today. 

10 I was a natural resource scientist , with 

11 a PhD . and a researcher for over 30 year s .  I consider the 

12 E I S - S I S ,  the environmental statement , a research project 

13 to evaluate the environmental consequences of the S I S  

14 pro j ect . 

1 5  I believe t h e  Draft E I S  f o r  t h i s  project 

1 6  to be incestuous and , most l ikely ,  fraudulen t .  

1 7  Incestuous because the references c ited 

1 8  are a l l  e s sent i a l l y  from the agency family . My experience 

1 9  t e l l s  me that when researchers c it e  only the ir own works, 

20 the research is highly suspect . 

21 Fraudulent because the vested interests 

22 want the picture painted to be rosy and therefore 

23 m i s l eading of the publ i c . 

24 I find a complete lack of data from 

25 qualif ied non-dependent source s . Why are there no 

146 

H EDRICK COURT REPORTING 80'S!. '0 ..... 0 .)70' 
tao.l n.-no. 

2 . 5 . 1  

2 . 5 . 4  

2

3

4

6

7

9

24

P 1,10X 378

B0151, IDAHO .701

MOM 330.9208

P. 0 1301( 5711,



N 
W 
Q) 

s i gn i ficant references c ited for a non-involved 

individual or agency for over 1 0  y e a r s ?  

Why i s  there n o  reference t o  the 

we l l -documented accounts ( s c ience maga z i ne s )  for the 

5 . 1 . 1 2 l a te 1 9 5 0 ' s  acc ident in the Ural Mountains of the U . S . S . R . ?  

Thousands irradiated . Entire communi t i e s  vacated . 

Goodby e ,  Idaho Fa l l s ;  Goodby e ,  Pocatello; Goodby e ,  Aiken ; 

'8 Goodby e ,  Hanford ; Goodby, Arco . 

I find too much computer simulation without 

1 0  ef forts to get real l ive or dead data . Calculated EDE 

5 . 2 3  . 2 2  11 in whole body dosages are not adequate . Leave the dumb 

11 computers (garbage in-garbage out ) and go into the 

13 communi t i e s  where real live and hurting people l ive and 

5 . 1 3 . 1 3 14 d i e . What about the reported high cancer incidence around 

" Hanford, around INEL, around Murra y ,  Utah? Where are 

1 6  those non-rosy studies cited? 

17 Other flags I found during my research 

,. career were the absolute s :  will , n o t ,  d o ,  don ' t .  

5 . 3 0 . 4 . 9  ,. " Plutonium w i l l  n o t  reach the Snake R i v e r  P l a i n  Aquifer . "  

20 On the face of i t ,  this statement is suspect . 

21 No mention is made of the high-level waste 

22 
5 . 1 4 . 1 23 

disposal ,  another implied "no . "  Does this mean that , 

a l though working with some of the most radioactive 

24 material known to man, no HLW w i l l  be generated for 

25 disposal? Come , now. 

1 4 7  
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In conclusion, I find the Draft 

Environmental Statement for the Spec i a l  Isotope 

Separation project to be totally inadequat e .  A sophomorish 

attempt at bes t .  And, in all l ikel ihood , a fraudulent 

at tempt to deceive the taxpayers of Idaho , Washington and 

South Carolina and the U .  S .  

I f  project managers would a l low such an 

inadequate publication to even appear , how can they be 

a l lowed to manage such an undertak i n g ?  A l l  credib i l ity 

1 0  is gone . 

1 1  "To e r r  i s  human . "  I ' m afraid there w i l l  

1 1  be no one to forgive us . Idaho is too great to irradiate . 

13 M R .  EIGUREN : Exhibit 6 3 5  in the record 

14 w i l l  be written comrnents of Dr . Da le O .  Hal l .  

( Exhibit No . 6 3 5  marked and entered . )  

1 6  M R .  EIGUREN: T h e  next scheduled comrnenter 

17 is John Kriz . 

1 8  MR . KRI Z :  John Kri z ,  2 1 2 1  Cinebar . Thank 

1 9  you for the opportuni t y  to speak this evening . 1 ' m  a 

20 father of two boys , and a practicing denti s t ,  and Sort. of 

21 interested in f ishing and a little bit in archeology . 

22 Now, you would assume that I would be very pro the S I S  

2 3  because when accidents happen and when archeologists dig 

24 up things , the o n l y  thing that ' s  l e f t  are teeth . And s o ,  

2S therefore, I would be in good shape, l i k ing archeology and 
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being a dentist . That happens not to be the case . 

Recently I achieved a chi ldhood goal in 

that I was abl e ,  had the opportunity to v i s i t  Calgary 

and see the Olympics , and wh i l e  there, there were many 

people that were friendl y ,  a s  a l l  of us are in Idaho, 

and they asked, "Where are you from ? "  

And m y  f irst answer proudly was , "Boise . "  

And they said, "Yeah , Bois e .  That ' s  Idaho . "  

And so I thought, " We l l ,  gee , everyone knows 

10  where B o i s e  is . "  

1 1  S o  I cont inued my days and met other people 

1 2  on the sea train there . And then I decided that maybe 

13 I ' d  say Idaho when they asked me where I was from. So I ' d 

14 s a y ,  " I ' m  from Boise , Idaho . "  

15  

,. 
And they ' d  say, "Oh I Idaho . II 

And then I met some people that weren ' t  

1 7  Canad ian , and they were from across the sea . And I said , 

18 " I ' m  from Boi s e ,  Idaho, the United States of America . "  

, .  And i t  a l l  of a sudden dawned o n  m e  that I 

20 should -- 1 ' m a f a i r l y  open person , and I re a l i zed that 

21 my thinking was very provinc ial ,  and that I was not from 

22 Bo i s e , Idaho, and I wasn ' t  from the United States of 

23 Ame r i c a ,  and I wasn ' t  from North America ; I was a c i tizen 

24 of t h i s  planet and of the cosmos . And I ' ve read these 

2S report s ,  and I ' ve looked at them, and I I ve decided not to 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 
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d i sc u s s  them t h i s  evening becaus, 

obvious the s c a l e s . 

� � -

� 
�- ?? otly 

So all I can leave you with i s  when I try 

and make a l if e - threatening or a d e c i s ion that ' s  important 

to me , I make two l i sts , and one l ist has a lot of 

positives on it and the other may have negatives . And I 

come up and try and make a d e c i s io n ,  because life is not 

simp l e . 

In this s ituation I made those l i s ts and 

10 I had one sheet of paper that didn ' t  have anything on it . 

11 And that s ide was the one that was pro the S I S ,  and I 

12 was aston"ished that I could not come up with a pro .  

1 3  S o  what I want to leave y�u with and leave 

14 me with is that I had the opportunity to t e s t i f y ,  I a l so 

IS have the opportunity to say that I hope we ' re not 

16 provincial in our thinking of what needs to be done just 

1 7  now, but we ' re thinking in the future, as 1 ' m thinking in 

1 8  the future for a l l  of us . I thank you very much . 

MR EI GUREN : We ' re at order 4 3 ,  

2 0  Curtis Hamil ton . 

21 MR . HAMILTON : My name is Curtis Ham i l t o n ,  

22 I live at 5 9 3 5  Brighton . 

23 Gentlemen o f  the Department o f  Energy : One 

24 of my main objections to this pro j ect is the fact that you 

25 have not done what you stated in your la s t  project -- the 
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INEL . That is to only temporarily store the nuclear wastes 

6 . 4 . 3  in Idaho and then remove them. 

These nuclear wastes are s t i l l  in Idaho 

5 . 3 0 . 5 . 7  with no foreseeable change in your actions . 

If it is so hard to remove these wastes , 

then how are you going to manage with the considerable S I S  

wastes on t o p  of i t ?  

As a citizen o f  Idaho , I d o  not want my 

5 . 3 0 . 2 . 5  state to be a permanent nuclear waste dump . 

10  I feel t h e  nuclear wastes t h a t  have 

5 . 3 0 . 5 . 1 
1 1  accumulated at INEL should b e  completely c leaned out 

12 before this project should be cons idered and then a 

13 maximum amount and timetable should be established for 

14 any future waste s .  

1 5  T h i s  quantity and t imetable chart should be 

16 made into law by the Idaho Legislature before S I S  is 

17 a l lowed to break ground . 

, .  This i s  a n  unfortunate measure to tak e ,  but 

5 . 3 1 . 1 0 19 I feel it is the only way to insure ( s ic )  that the 

10 Department of Energy lives up to its word . 

21 Thank you . 

22 MR . EIGUREN: Exhibit No . 636 will be the 

13 written comments of Curtis Hamilton . 

2' 

25 

( Exhibit No . 6 3 6  marked and entered . )  

M R .  EIGUREN : Order No . 4 4  is M r .  Rob Rikoon, 

1 5 1  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING IIOISI!. IOAIoIO II)701 

I:tOlll nl·UOI 

13 2 2 0 

who already testified . 

Order 45 is Polly Spofford . 

M S .  SPOFFORD : My name is Pol l y  Spofford. 

I live a t  1800 Shaw Mountain Road in Boise . wrote my 

t e s t imony on Saturday morning, I think , and I thought I 

had done a pretty good j ob .  But most of i t ' s  been s a i d ,  

so I ' m going to summarize a n d  read a couple of paragraphs 

and then make one addition . 

I mentioned the four ways that I thought 

10 that this project might expose the people and the 

1 1  environment of Idaho and e l s ewhere to the devastating 

1 1  e f fects of plutonium, which is probably the most 

13 dangerou s ,  most poisonous substance on this earth . 

14 None of these dangers appears to be 

1 5  adequately addressed in the DEI S .  But much is said about 

16 the normal operations and normal atmospheric emission s . 

17 Under normal conditions, nothing w i l l  happen . But plants 

1 8  do not operate norma l l y . In fac t ,  nothing always, ever 

1 9  happens normally . And the DOE does not have a good record 

10 preventing contamination of a i r ,  ground and water at 

21 INEL or at its .other f a c i l i t ie s .  Risks during transportation 

22 are evaluated in relation to r i sks from natural background 

23 rad i a t ion . But natural background radiation is a 

14 continuous , very low level and unavoidable phenomenon , while 

25 a transportation accident would be a one-t ime -- or more - -
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very high-level release, the consequences of which could 

be devastating, and which i s  avoidable by not building 

the S I S .  The risks to people in the area around the s it e ,  

" o f f - site societal consequences , " in t h e  event of an 

accident are calculated as lower a t  INEL than at other 

sites not because of greater safety but because of fewer 

people . I for one don ' t  want to expose any people to the 

kind of contamintation that has already been documented , 

for examp l e ,  in the area around Hanford . 

Then I go on to talk about being told that 

11 the need is not an issue . I think we 1 ve a l l  -- much has 

4 . 1 5 . 1  1 1  been said about the lack of need , and I agree with tha t .  

1 3  Many people in Idaho see the greatest need 

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 4  for the S I S  in terms of its econom i c s  bene fits to the 

15 state , especially in regard to jobs . Leaving aside the 

16 question of whether we r e a l l y  want jobs that may harm 

17 ourse 1 ves and our children, proponents may not know tha t 

18 the DEIS has stated that 100 percent of the permanent 

19 jobs -- " permanent " -- s ince the plant w i l l  not probably 

20 have work for very long -- jobs created by the S I S  will 

21 necessarily go to workers from outside Idaho . And we 

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 3  22 should realize that much of the other money that i s  spent 

23 on the project w i l l  go immed iately to f irms outside Idaho, 

24 with l i ttle or none of the multiplier effect taking place 

25 before it leave s .  The economic benef i t s  to Idaho seem to 
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have been overstated . 

These are only a few of the reasons I 

oppose the building of the S I S  in Idaho or e l s ewhere . 

keep discovering more and more as I l isten to t e s t imony 

and read mor e .  

I want t o  add a comment that was made today 

by someone who gave brief testimony on Saturday and 

therefore can ' t  t e s t i f y  again, but who has been thinking 

a lot s ince Saturday and said that it seems the ideal thing 

10 if we need to spend that Sl-b i l l ion , nearly S l - b i l l io n ,  

1 1  in Idaho, that the thing to do would be to spend it on 

12 finding out a safe way to d i spose of a l l  the nuclear 

1 3  wastes that we already have here and e l s ewhere . And I 

14 think that ' s  a very good idea . 

1 5  Thank you . 

1 6  M R .  EIGUREN : Exhibit 637 f o r  t h e  record 

1 7  w i l l  be the written comments of Pauline Spof ford . 

( Exhibit No . 6 3 7  marked and entered . )  

19 MR . EIGUREN : The next scheduled commenter 

20 is Joe Sirani .  Joe Siran i ?  

21  

22 

Order 4 7 .  Lee Schar f .  

MR . SCHAR F :  M y  name is L e e  Scharf . 

23 live at 1 2 44 Candleridge Drive . 

24 The father of our nuclear navy , 

25 Admiral Rickover, once stated that our nuclear submarines 

1 5 4  
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the need is not an issue. I think we've all -- much has

been said about the lack of need, and I agree with that.

question of whether we really want jobs that may harm

ourselves and our children, proponents may not know that

on the project will go immediately to firms outside Idaho,

with little or none of the multiplier effect taking place
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had the abil ity to wipe Russia o f f  the map . We don ' t  need 

more nuclear weapons . It doesn ' t  strengthen us . In f a c t ,  

the m i l i tary , b y  squandering o u r  wea lt h ,  h a s  bankrupted 

our country . This big m i l i tary build-up has made us weak, 

morally and financ ially . The greatest nation in the 

world cannot survive on its own . We need to borrow 

foreign money to survive . 

The people that would be k i l l ed by our 

weapons are the victims of their m i l itary establishmen ts . 

6 . 3  
10 They don ' t  want their boys k i l led in Afghanistan , or 

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 3  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 

1 1  Angola , o r  Cuba . They would rather their country ' s  

1 2  resources went f o r  better food, c loth e s ,  a n d  housing . The 

1 3  people who hold the power are the enemy o f  the general 

14 popu l a t ion . This i s  true in so many countries . Inc luding 

15 ours . 

1 6  Many Idahoans have been duped b y  the 

1 7  promise o f  jobs . Making weapons is a good moneymaking 

l' business . Look at General Electr i c ,  they make more money 

19 s e l l ing weapons than l ight bulbs . Reaganomics is cau� i.ng 

20 many more people to leave Idaho than come here . I f  our 

21 elected o f f i c i a l s  really want to see us get back 

22 f e e t ,  they should support us going to war .  Going t o  war 

23 rescued this country from its overwhelming problems 40 

24 years ago . Making plutonium could only bring a few 

25 hundred jobs . A good war could really generate jobs , just 

1 5 5  
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think o f  the spin-off industries and what a great broadening 

o f  our tax base . 

I ' m opposed to the S I S  being built here 

or anywhere e l se . Most of the people concerned enough 

to testify are against the S I S .  Most Americans are 

against the S I S . 

Thank you . 

MR . E IGUREN : Exhibit No . 638 for the 

written record w i l l  be the written comments of Lee Scharf 

10  of Boise . 

1 1  

1 2  

13 

14 

1 5  

1 6  

17  

1 8  

1 9  

( Exhibit No . 6 3 8  marked and entered . )  

M R .  E IGUREN , Ladies and gentlemen, we ' re 

going to be in recess for five minutes . 

( Recess . ) 

MR . EIGUREN : Ladies and Gentl emen , we ' re 

ready to once again proceed . If we can get everyone to 

come back in and take your s e a t ,  we ' d  appreciate tha t .  

We ' re a t  4 8  on the commenter ' s  list . 

Could we get everyone to take h i s  s e a t ?  

20 We would l ike to go back on the record and c a l l  our next 

21 cornmen ter , Mr . Mark Kruskopf . You may proce ed , s i r . 

22 MR . KRUSKOPF : My address is 5 5 8 5  Ellens 

23 Ferry Drive, Bo i s e . I ' m an engineer and I have a Masters 

24 in mechanical engineer ing . 

25 The S I S  pro ject has been very controvers i a l . 
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There are people concerned with environmental impact s ,  

economic ben e f it s ,  national security requirements and 

moral issue s .  I would l ike t o  b r i e f ly discuss these 

economic benef its . 

Supposedly, the S I S  would cost roug h l y  

$ 9 -m i l l ion ( s ic ) a n d  employ 750 p e o p l e  for e i g h t  years , 

supply 400 construction jobs for roughly f ive years . 

would l ike to put these numbers in perspective by 

comparing to some of the other ben e f i t s  of other pro j ects 

10  in Idaho . First there is a Tupperware plant in Jerome , 

11 Idaho , that at f u l l  capacity employed 7 5 0  people ,  and 

12 to replace it right now would cost around $44-mi l l ion . 

13 In other words , you could probably replace the Tupperware 

14  plant with a new f a c i l ity for $ 4 4- m i l l i on ,  which means 

15  you cou l d ,  in other word s ,  you could build 22 Tupperware 

16 plants for one S I S  project and employ over 1 5 , 000 peop l e . 

17 The only problem I see here is the environment concern . 

18 We ' d  probably be up to our annpi ts in plastic containers . 

, .  T h e  second pro j e c t  is t h e  B o i s e  Mal l .  We ' re 

20 a l l  familiar with that one . When i t ' s  done -- it w i l l  

21 average 500 construction workers there for a period o f  

22 18 month s .  I t  w i l l  also employ between 1 5  and 16 hundred 

23 peopl e ,  with a cost of roughly $ 4 0- m i l l i on . In other 

24 word s ,  you could probably build 22 m a l l s  for one S I S  

2 S  pro j e c t  and employ roughly 3 0 , 00 0  people . The biggest 
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problem I see with t h i s  is traffic problems with busloads 

o f  shoppers coming from Salt Lake and Portland trying to 

f i gure out why Idaho gets 22 mal l s .  

W e  also have to look a t  the economic 

trickle-down factor with these pro j e c t s . The Tupperware 

plant and the Boise Mal l ,  produc ts would go from the 

manufacturers to the distr ibutor s ,  and to retail outlets , 

and everyone could buy the products and us� them to their 

bene f i t . 

10  B u t  the S I S  pro j e c t  w i l l  b e  making 

11 pluton ium pe l l e t s , sending them to Rocky Flats where they 

1 2  go into nuclear warheads , put them on m i s s i l e s  and then 

13  stick those 100 feet below the surface . Hopeful ly , 

14 they ' 11 n�ver be used • 

" The question is : "How does thi s  bene f i t  the 

16 people of Idaho? " 

17 At l e a s t  with the plastiC containers you 

18 can stick your leftovers in them . 

, .  I n  conc lusion , there ' s  n o  doubt that the 

20 S I S  project w i l l  produce jobs , money and high-tech to the 

21 s t a t e ,  but the price is high for the benefits received . 

22 If the voters are r e a l l y  interested in attracting industry 

23 to Idaho, there are many other alternatives that are l e s s  

24 expensive and l e s s  r i sky . Let ' s  set the S I S  project aside 

25 for now and look at these alternative s .  
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MR . EIGUREN: Thank you . 

Ladies and 9,entlemen, we previously had on 

our l i st of commenters an elected o f f i c i a l  who couldn ' t  

be here because the legislature was in session . He i s  

now able t o  b e  here, and t o  accommodate h i s  schedu l e ,  he 

would like to comment at this point, and that i s  State 

Senator John Peavey, Democratic Caucus Chairman . 

SENATOR PEAVEY: Thank you, Mr . Chairman. 

I ' m going to break my word . I think I 

10 f i r s t  knew Roy when he and I both arrived at the Idaho 

11 Leg i slature at the same time, 1970 . Roy was a page and 

12 I was a freshman senator . 

13 

14 

Like Roy said , I ' m  John Peavey. 

represent District 2 2 .  I was born in Idaho . I ' m a father 

1 5  and a rancher .  I ' ve run sheep and c a t t l e  on a thing 

1 6  c a l l ed the Kamima Desert for a great many year s .  The 

1 7  Kamima Desert i s  a part o f  the Arco Desert which i s  j u s t  

l' south of the Craters of the Moon National Monumen t ,  i t ' s  

1 9  very, very close to the INEL, and we get much of our 

20 stock water and domestic water out of the wells that are 

21 

22 

23 

2. 

25 

way out beyond the farming pro j ect . So I ' m  sort of an 

early-warning system out there a s  well . There is a wel l  

out there called the Peavey Well . I t ' s  probably 1 5  m i l e s  

north of t h e  m a j o r  farming are a s ,  a n d  I expect i f  the 

plutonium shows up anywhere, it w i l l  be in my well first . 

1 5 9  
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I think that ' s  where my ma jor concern i s ,  is the water 

qua l i ty .  With our operation being c lose to the INEL , 

I very early on became wel l  schooled in the theories and 

philosophies o f  why this plutonium being injected into 

our aquifer years ago wasn ' t  gOing to go anywhere , and 

I was incredibly a larmed a t  the a s sumpt ions that the 

USGS made in arriving at this wrongful conclusion . The 

aquifer i s  a very complex mechanism, geological formation, 

and there are many -- that whole desert is underlaying 

10 with d i f ferent lava formation s ,  and there ' s  tube s ,  and 

11 some of them are connected . There ' s  people who dril led 

1 2  the f i r s t  irrigation w e l l s  out north of Rupert and Burley 

13 years ago, and they fall down in caves and can hear the 

1 4 water running, running water if you wi l l ,  two or three 

1 5 hundred feet down inside the ground . When you drill a 

16 we l l  out there , it w i l l  suck a i r  and blow a i r .  We ' ve 

1 7 even drilled inlain pipelines for stock water tank s ,  

1 8  d r i l led with a pneumat i c  dri l l  down through the lava rock 

1 9  f a i r l y  c l o s e  to the surface and had fence holes in that 

� lava suck and blow a i r . You can drop a handful of dust 

21 on top of that hole and it will blow i t  right back out 

22 a t  you . So there is a real comp l e x  system of caverns 

23 and places where that water moves very, very rapid ly .  

24 The as sumption that i t ' s  going to take hundreds of 

25 thousands of years to migrate from where they used to 
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i n j e c t  it into those injection w,e l l s  down to Hagerman or 

up to the Peavey Well or the Snake River , I don ' t  think 

are va l id .  I think there i s  a very , very grave danger 

that that plutonium may show up much , much sooner .  

Now , there i s  a false security in this 

state about the - - because they quit using the injection 

well s .  They c l a im they ' re using things called evaporation 

ponds . Wel l ,  evaporation ponds aren ' t  really evaporation 

ponds at a l l . Only about 20 percent of the moisture in 

those ponds evaporat e s ,  and that leaves 80 percent to 

migrate down into the aquifer once again . So they ' re 

s t i l l  i n j ecting a l l  the thing s ,  the by-products of the 

processes out on that desert that are s t i l l  going into 

our potential drinking water some day in the future . 

I think there are some other incred ible 

dangers out there . The USGS real igned the seismic line 

a number of years ago and downgraded the danger zone 

where the INEL is . I a"ssume , I suspect in anticipat ion 

of this pro ject that we ' re d i s c u s s ing here tonight . The 

o l d  s e i smic line came right down through the Arco Valley, 

or the Mackay Valley , the Big Lost River Valley, and 

right straight across the desert . A number of years ago 

they detoured it and took it around, oh, I think probably 

came down across the desert somewhere east of Idaho Fal l s  

and then o n  down towards Salt Lake . But whoever it was 

1 6 1  
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that scheduled earthquakes didn ' t  get the word, because 

about two years later there was an enormous quake out 

there . 

On one of the l e g i s l a tive tours I had 

occasion to go out and go through some of the reactors 

and in the control rooms . They ' re much as you saw in 

the China Syndrome , and you saw one of the I had 

occasion to talk to one of the operators , and he , hone s t l y ,  

he looked exact l y  l i k e  J a c k  Lemmon ' s  buddy i n  that movie . 

10 And I asked him where he was the year of the big quake , 

1 1  you know, when Mt . Borah shifted and the Mackay Valley 

1 2  l ifted up 12 or 13 feet -- quite an even t .  Anyway, I 

13 asked this gentleman where he was when that quake h i t ,  

14 and he pointed " right here . "  So I asked him what happened? 

,. And he said , "Wel l ,  the machine started to 

16 shut down, and I went across the room to see what was 

17 going on . Before I could get back to my chair, I couldn ' t  

1 8  stand u p ,  it shook that hard . "  

And I asked him how he f e l t  about i t .  and 

20 he said he was terrified . 

21 We got -- i t ' s  just incredible that we have 

22 these operations going on up here with a l l  this very, 

23 very dangerous waste , not to mention the volcanic problems , 

24 you know. We haven ' t  seen one of thos e ,  but it was only 

25 a thousand years ago that we had some very serious volcanic 
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activity in that a re a .  the aquifer is . "  

And lastly would l ike to talk about In other word s ,  they could inject that 

another really very serious concern, is the storage of 

all the nuclear wastes there . We ' re reading now and 

learning that New Mexico won ' t  be taking our storage into 

a permanent kind of c l a s s i f ication, permanent storage 

which is supposed to be very secure, with the ability to 

last hundreds of thousands of years so that we don ' t  

have to worry about i t . Wel l ,  temporary storage i s  a 

10 whole lot less than that . It ' s  usua l l y  stacked above the 

1 1  ground . We have the worst of all worlds in that we have 

12 " permanent temporary storage" at Arc o .  So , until we 

13 solve some of these problems and r e a l l y  get serious about 

1 4  looking at the dangers to the aquifer and the as sumptions 

15 that have been made and how complex that geological 

16 formation i s ,  I think we ought to not charge o f f  and put 

17 another installation up there l ike the S I S . 

18 One of the things that really upset me, 

I asked, when I got into this water thing and the aqu i f e r ,  

20 I asked for the well logs of the injec tion wells and the 

21 test wel l s ;  and they couldn ' t  come up with the well logs . 

22 They said , "We l l , we used to - - some of the we l l s  were 

23 d r i l led with cable tool rigs , and I guess the well logs 

on those kinds of wells are good , but a lot of them were 

25 d r i l led with rotary rigs , so we don ' t  really know where 
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s t u f f  - - t h i s  w a s  years ago now, two or three - - at the 

bottom o f  the aquifer, and the test we l l s  could be 

somewhere up above . I just think the state rea l l y  needs 

to get into the monitoring and not taking their word for 

it , and go very , very cautiously on what proceeds out at 

the site . 

Thank you very much for the opportunity . 

MR . EIGUREN : Thank you, Senator Peavey . 

We appreciate your being here . 

Our next scheduled commenter is 

13 M r .  Scott Brown . 

14 MR . BROWN : My name is Scott Brown . I have 

15 come before this hearing as a l i fe long c it i z en of the 

16 Treasure Valley and a resident of B o i s e  for over 30 of 

17 my 3 5  years . As a local c i t i z en and as a small business 

1 8  owner ,  I strongly oppose the location of the proposed 

19 special I s otope Separator, the S I S ,  within the state of 

20 Idaho in particular, and question the need for such a 

21 f a c i l ity in general . oppose the S I S  plutonium production 

22 f a c i l ity for three main reason : 1 )  It is not needed 

23 for the defense of this nation and the nat ion can i l l  

24  a f ford such spending . 

25 2 )  Environmenta l l y ,  any r i s k  of radioactive 

164 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

5 . 1 9 . 6  

1 . 1  

4 . 1 5 . 2  

2

3

4

7

14

19

24

I

e 0 BOX 070

001BZ. IDAHO "701

MOW 3.30.9200

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

P 0 00X S70

BOISE. IDAHO 03701

MOM .3.38.9.2O0



6 . 1 . 1 

2 . 7 . 2 

2 . 1 .  2 
10  

1 1  

1 2  
N 
-Po 13  
(J1 

14 

" 

4 . 1 5 . 4  
1 7  

1 8  

, .  

20 

2 1  

22 

4 . 2 . 1  23 

24 

25 

contamination of Idaho ' s  air,  soil or water is too great 

no matter what its statist ical s ignificance or 

acceptabil ity . 

And J )  rtora lly,  as a self-proclaimed 

Christian nation and as citi zens of the world, it is 

wrong for us to promote death and destruction . 

As a sma l l  businessman it would be foolish 

of me to spend my advert ising dollars for something that 

didn ' t  promote my busine ss . think the Draft 

Environmental Impact Statement i s  exactly the same for 

the Department of Energy . It would be foolish of them 

to hire someone to make a statement that did not give 

the statement they wanted . That is the statement they 

have g iven us . It is biased , i t  is f lawed . 

Is the proposed S I S  pluton ium production 

facility needed for the defense of this nation? No . I f  

we a r e  to believe o u r  government , and l e t ' s  pretend that 

we do,  the announcement from the Department of Energy 

in the White House stating that "the government ' s  

pluton ium stockpile i s  sufficient to meet the foreseeable 

demands for new weapons , "  and secretary, the Energy 

Secretary , John Herrington ' s  recent statement that the 

nation is "awash with plutonium" proves that there i s  no 

need . The projected $ l -bi l l ion price tag to the state for 

this eight-year DOE project to the taxpayers of this 

1 6 5  
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country is yet another example of the government ' s  

continued handouts to the industrial mil itary complex that 

President Eisenhower warned us about many, many years ago , 

wast ing not only our tax dollars but the best minds of our 

science community . 

And when has any pro j ect associated with 

the military weapons and the nuclear industry not been 

over budget? What could Idaho do with o�ly the estimated 

$ 5 0-mi l l ion construction cost for S I S ?  I f  only used for 

10  h ighway and road construction and repa i r ,  that money 

11 could provide many more local jobs and provide long-term 

12 help to the economic development of the state and bene fit 

1 3  a l l ,  a l l  Idaho citizen s .  

1 4  We , as taxpayers , must put a stop to the 

15 build-up of nuclear weapons in the " Peace 'Through 

16 Strength" farce led by President Reagan of which this 

1 7  is a par t .  How strong are we as a nat ion when we are 

18 a f raid to disarm a small fract ion of our nuclear arsenal 

19 because our convention forces are thought insuffic ient to 

20 meet a challenge ? What strength has the $ l-trillion 

21 military build-up during the Reagan years given us? 

22 Idaho ' s  Congressional Delegat ion would have us believe 

23 we are stronger today than six years ago . Let us blow 

24 away the smoke screen . 'The United States is fast 

25 approaching a $2-trill ion debt . In 1985 the United States 
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became a debtor nation for the first time since 1914 , 

owing over $400-billion to foreigner s .  Our real standard 

of living is going down, and we are no longer the 

economic leader of the world . The weakness we are showing 

at home far outweighs the strength we profess to have 

with the nuclear weapons that we dare not use .  

In short, the United States has much mOre 

to fear from its own red ink than it does from the Red 

Army . We must end the nuclear arms and weapons madness,  

10 and not building the Special Isotope Separator anywhere,  

1 1  especially not in Idaho, is a good place to start . 

12 The proposed S I S  production facility at 

13 INEL changed the focus of INEL, will  change the focus of 

14 INEL from a research and development center ,  which has 

1 5  served this nation wel l ,  to a link in the nuclear weapons 

16 production chain . We hear the pleas of the manager at 

17 INEL begging for new pro jects,  as the government continues 

1 8  to cut research money to counter the growing national debt . 

19 elected officials need to present the false hope of 

20 jobs as they seek upcoming e l ect ion . We see many 

21 construction projects in Boise today and notice how few 

12 of those construct ion jobs have gone to Idaho workers . 

23 This project will also provide few Idaho job s .  

And, f inally,  how can we morally, as a 

25 so-cal led "Christian " nation, continue to produce weapons 

167 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

10 

11 

12 

1 3  

1 4  

" 

8 2 2 5  

o f  a l l  kinds , exported around the world , creating death 

and destruction wherever they go? I s  i t  any wonder that 

we are hated by most o f  the wor l d ,  inc luding many of the 

nations we seem to feel obligated to protect? If the 

world is to survive,  we must learn to solve our differences 

through means other than violent measure s .  

Thank you. 

MR . EIGUREN : Exhibit 6 54 will be the 

written comments of Scott T. Brown. 

( Exhibit No.  654 marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : The next scheduled commenter 

i s  William Hadgo r .  William Hadgor? 

Commenter No . 5 1 ,  Wayne Morr i s .  

MR . MORRI S :  M y  name is Wayne Morris,  and 

I ' m  relatively new to Bois e .  I ' m  not going t o  try to 

16 convince anyone that I ' ve been here a hundred years . 

17 came to Idaho because the area that l e ft was already 

1 8  contaminated with garbage . I ' m  here to speak against S I S  

1 9  and anything l ik� i t ,  to try and prevent that from 

20 happening here . There ' s  been -- in fact, most of the 

21 points that I was going to discuss have been adequately 

covered , so. I ' m  not just going to stand up here and talk . 

13 I ' ll try and be · br i e f .  

24 All the comments I ' ve heard about the 

25 safety of S I S ,  I ' ve heard them on TV , I ' ve heard them here , 
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I can see people in the audience that have spoken in 

favor of the safety_ I went to a source that dete rmined 

safety, and I think their opinions are pretty well 

unchal lenged, and that ' s  the insurance industry of the 

United States and the world . Their opinion when someone 

is employed at a facil ity of this type , they ' re uninsurable ; 

if they ' re driving vehicles that are containing any form 

of nuc lear activity at a l l ,  they ' re uninsurable . 

Now, I ' m  not an expert in insurance . 

just called the people that I buy mine from, and they 

ca l l ed their friend s ,  and they called the ir friend s ,  and 

their answer was simply "No . "  That ' s  my opinion on S I S ,  

s imply " No . "  

When we hear a l l  the controversy, it leaves 

us with a few alternatives :  One , the insurance companies 

have gotten toge ther in a conspiracy to shut down our 

nuclear industry and make our country unsafe in the world . 

I don ' t  think that ' s  likely . 

There ' s  another a lternative , and that ' s  

that a few greedy people without thought for the future 

or anyone other than themselves have conspired to 

perpetrate a fraud . I don ' t  like to th ink that that ' s  

the case , e ither . 

The most tragic of a l l  possibilities --

these people really believe it ' s  safe . With a 4 4 -year 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

history of nuc lear energy, how can anyone expect a 

2 S , OOO-year pro j ection to even be remotely accurate? 

There i sn ' t  enough history there . History is our greatest 

teacher .  I don ' t  think we should ignore i t ,  and we 

certainly can ' t  ask 40 years to pro ject that far . 

There ' s  a few things here I ' d  l ike to 

skip over because again,  as I say, they were more than 

adequately covere d .  

The one thing that irritates m e  probably 

10 more than anything e l s e  is that we the people have h ired 

1 1  a l l  of these experts a s  our employees . W e  h ire Senators , 

12 we hire Congressmen . It isn ' t  they . It ' s  us . We ' re 

13 responsible . If these people re spond in an irresponsible 

1 4  manner, it ' s  our obligation not only to stop the activity 

1 5  but to fire the people . Get new ones . 

The last point I ' d  like to make is that 

1 7  Idaho has a unique opportunity, it ' s  a beautiful state , 

18 it ' s  c lean , the lands are precious ,  they ' re unspoiled . 

19 The Economic Deve lopment Committee 0.£ this state i s  

2 0  trying to get international trad e ,  we ' re trying to attract 

21 those precious dollars from over seas that we ' ve been 

22 sending over for years and years . Has anybody given five 

23 minutes to think about how the Japanese feel about nuc lear 

24 weapons? I deal d irectly with the Japane s e .  I made a 

25 c a l l  to Tokyo and I asked . His answer was very simply " No . "  
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I f  S I S  gets built i n  any proximity t o  any area that we ' re 

seeking Japanese invol vement , I think the answer is already 

well known -- they ' re going to say no . 

In c losing I I would like to make just 

one simple comment . I don ' t  think any rat ional human 

being can justify putting a radioactive bandaid on a very 

sma l l  economic cut . 

Thank you . 

MR.  E IGUREN : Exhibit No . 6 5 5  will be the 

written comments o f  Wayne Morris o f  Boise . 

( Exhibit No . 6 5 5  marked and entered . )  

MR . E IGUREN : The next scheduled commen ter 

is Patsy Corky . Patsy Corky? 

MS CORKY : Hello . I ' m Patricia Corky, 

citizen of Boise City,  Idaho, and a taxpayer . I am 

against the SIS pro ject proposed for Idaho, because Idaho ' s  

roadways present a threat to the safe transport o f  toxic 

materials , the risk o f  damage to the land from plutonium 

and other materials is high, and I value highly the 

natural beauty of Idaho and the health of myself and a l l  

t h e  creatures and plant l i f e .  

Idaho ' s  network o f  roadways has been 

neglected by the federal government whose responsibil ity 

i t  i s  to , I be l ieve, maintain transportation in a safe 

and efficient manner . Many of our roads leading in from 
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out of state , which would carry active materials from 

a l l over the United States to the proposed S I S  s i t e ,  are 

two-lane and espec ially dangerous in winter when they are 

not salted sufficiently to prevent ice build-up and such 

conditions . Due to inadequate federal funding for 

maintenance and improvemen ts , the roads are hazardous 

any time o f  year , but especially in the winte r .  An 

example is the recent accident in which toxic chemicals 

dumped into the river, k i l ling f i s h .  What would plutonium 

do? 

1 1  It is my belief the United States prospers 

12 

13 

1 4  

15 

by the individua l ' s  ability to own and develop land for 

profit,  prosperity and the pursuit o f  happiness . The 

technology presently held is not sufficient to ensure 

the land ' s  protection from contamination from plutonium 

and other radioactive products of an S I S  pro ject . The 

17  s ite will become unusable for any development other than 

18 toxic materials ' storag e .  Once it is doomed that way, 

19  perhaps it will become conveniently for other states and 

20 the federal government a permanent toxic storage d isposal 

21 site we l l  beyond the eight pro ject years to, say, 2 5 0 , 000 

22 years or so . 

23 Idahoans won ' t  get to utilize it . I keep 

24 remembering that eight years is a relatively short period 

2S of time , and that 2 5 0 , 000 years may be relatively short 
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compared to t h e  age of earth, but n o t  to me . 

Regard ing Idaho ' s  natural beauty and its 

qua l ity of l ife enjoyed by citi zens and animals and plant 

l i f e ,  these concepts are fragile and currently exist,  

encouraging tourism and growth independent of potential 

warfare . To expose ourselves and our fel low life forms 

to such a risk as I believe the SIS project i s ,  is my 

definition of a crime against nature . 

In conclusion, I be l ieve the SIS project 

should not be located in Idaho, because of transportation 

inadequacies , potential accidents and land exclusion to 

the citizens and l i f e  of Idaho, and the threat to our 

1 3  land ' s  beauty and marketability .  

14  Please imagine how your consciences w i l l  

lS  accept a river spi l l ,  a pro j ect shutdown s imilar to many 

16 nuclear energy plants which stand dormant and potentially 

1 7  letha l ,  the further bankrupting of the federal government 

1 8  which cannot even afford to improve our roads, and the 

19 monetary costs which we will  be forced to pay for c l ean-up, 

20 because this pro ject , once built , w i l l  be a permanent 

21 f ixture on Idaho land . It is our conscience which must 

22 cont inua lly remind us of nuclear accidents and any failure 

23 on our part to use this beautiful state and land for 

24 productive and positive deve lopment -- Idaho is too great 

2' to fritter . 

1 7 3  
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MR . EIGUREN: Thank you . 

Our next scheduled commenter is Pam Ivory . 

Pam Ivory? 

Commenter 5 4 ,  Ron Mitche l l .  Ron Mitche l l ?  

Commenter 5 5 ,  Chuck Garvin , h a s  previously 

testified . 

Commenter 5 6 ,  Diane Crowe . 

MS . CROWE : Thank you for l istening to our 

comments . 

My name is Diane Crowe and I l ive at 2 2 2 5  

Cherry Lane in Boise . I ' m opposed to cons t ruction of 

the SIS project at the INEL site in Idaho or anywhere e l se . 

No convincing evidence has been presented that shows a 

need for more weapons-grade plutonium. 

The need for jobs i s  cited a s  a justi fication 

for spending S l- billion or more of public monies for this 

pro ject . Yes, we need more jobs in Idaho . But this is 

1 8  not the way to provide them. 

19  There are many unmet needs in our soc iety. 

20 Some of those jobs can be providing comprehensive 

21 medical care for all American s ,  providing adequate food 

22 and housing for a l l  Americans, providing for clean-up of 

23 

24 

2. 

toxic wastes , road and highway construction, improvement 

in urban transportation systems . Money spent for these 

and other purposes would add more to the real strength of 
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our country than any project for added , though unneeded, 

m i l itary power . 

It is a lmost inconceivable that the 

Department of Energy would consider this project for 

construction at this time . Most major nations are now 

actively working to reduce the level of danger from a 

nuclear confrontation . The INF Treaty has been signed 

by our President , important negotiations are proceeding 

on other arms reduction agreemen t s ,  and further nuclear 

non-proliferation actions are contemplated . 

The SIS project is a complete waste of 

publ ic resources . I am against it and we should not 

permit i t .  

MR . EIGUREN : Exhibit No . 656 will be 

the written comments of Diane Crowe . 

( Exhibit No . 6 5 6  marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : The next scheduled commenter 

i s  Kevin Kavanagh . Ken Kavanagh? 

MR . KAVANAG H :  I ' m  Ken Kavanagh , Boise . 

The government has failed to make a 

compe l l ing case for the absolute neces sity for the building 

of the S I S  that a project sO enormously expensive and so 

dangerous to the people of this state would seem to require . 

The March 14th i s sue of Newsweek magazine 

contains an article describing our nation a s  being "awash 

1 7 5  
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i n  plutonium , " and goes on to report the serious 

environmental problems created by existing plutonium plants . 

The huge size and redundancy of our nuclear weapons 

stockpile is public knowledge . 

I share the concerns of people who worry 

about the economic future of themselves and fam i l ies . 

think , howeve r ,  that the mil itarization of our national 

economy is a major contributing factor in our present 

economic and financial troubles . 

10 I am thankful for being able to speak at 

1 1  this hearing and would hope that this type of forum might 

12: be used to solicit public testimony regarding more basic 

13  issues of weapons research and deve lopment, and the 

14 a l location of public resources . 

IS Thank you . 

16 MR . EIGUREN : Exhibit No.  6 5 7  will be the 

17 written comments of Ken Kavanagh of Bo ise .  

1 8  ( Exhibit No . 6 5 7  marked and entered . )  

19 MR . EIGUREN : We ' re now a t  order 58 on the 

20 commenter l i s t .  Stuart Yount . 

21 MR . YOUNT : My name is Stuart Youn t .  

2 2  l ive here in Boi se . When I ' m  working, I am a mechanical 

23 and popular designer for industrial firm s .  I a m  opposed 

24 to the construction of the proposed Special Isotope 

2S Separator at INEL, and I don r t see much good reason to put 

176 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

4 . 1 5 . 5 

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 1  

1 . 1 

3

4

6

7

9

4

17

10

20

21

22

23

24

P. O. 00} 0.711
00132. IDAHO 03701

12001 2311•11200

2

3

4

6

7

8

9

11 0 000 s7e
00132. i021,0 $2701

12001 236.02011



4 . 1 5 . 5  

4 . 3 

5 . 2 4 . 2 7 

6 . 3  

I"V 5 . 2 8 . 8  (Jl 
....... 

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 9  

10 

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

15 

I .  

1 7  

" 

I .  

20 

21 

22 

it anywhere . There ' s  a couple o f  reasons for th is : There 

is no shortage o f  bomb-grade plutonium . And if the INF 

Treaty is passed , we ' re going to be flooded with the stuff . 

And pluton ium is an extremely hazardous materia l .  There 

is always the chance that it can escape into the environment 

e ither through an accident during transportation or when 

it ' s  pr9ce ssed . And I think Murphy ' s  Law is always in 

e f fect . And we can ' t  afford the pro ject , either . I t ' s  

e s t imate to cost $ 900-m i l l ion, but that ' s  just an estimate . 

And the design f irm happens to be an outfit that has a 

pretty good hi story of ' cost overruns on federal pro j ects . 

And, bes id e ,  the Pilot Plan t ,  as I understand i t ,  is the 

only operation where this laser method o f  separation has 

been tried, and that ' s  not to say that it would be 

effective in a ful l - size plant . 

We know that we need the jobs in southeast 

Idaho, but this is not the way to get them . Our future 

generations have trill ions of do llars of debt already, so 

why take a chance on adding more to the debt and messing 

up our environment? 

And I think the Department of Energy was 

a l ittle bit lax in the way they named this thing in the 

23 beginn ing . They say Special I sotope Separator . Why didn ' t  

24 you call it " Plutonium I sotope Separator ? "  But that 

2S acronym would have been pretty gro s s ,  I gues s .  
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MR . EIGUREN: We ' re a t  order 5 9  o n  the l i s t ,  

Steve Pitino . Steve Pitino? 

Order No . 60, Mark Perry . Mark Perry? 

Order No . 6 1 ,  Robert Rikoon . He previously 

testified, and Jeanette Ross substituted in his place . 

M S .  ROSS : I am Jeanette Ross ,  2824 Grandee, 

Boise,  Idaho . I am speaking against the Spec ial Isotope 

Separator pro jec t .  

I a m  a writer and a n  educator interested in 

10 looking at the long-term consequences of our action s . 

1 1  M y  first warning a s  t o  the dangers o f  this 

12 pro ject came out of the impact statement itsel f .  Although 

13 the statement a s sures us that dangers are minima l ,  the 

1 4  reasons for prefert:' inq the INEL s i t e  are , I quote , "No 

I S  humans reside on the INEL site , and there i s  no population 

1 6  center larger than 5 0 , 000 persons within a 37-mile radius . "  

17 And then it goes on to say , "Vegetation community consi s ts 

18 primarily of sagebrush . "  Which means that we ' ve got 

19  something not a l l  that serious to waste . 

20 Water moves slowly through the Snake River 

21 Aquifer,  they say, and so it is satisfactory to f ilter 

22 effluents with acceptable leve l s  of radioactivity through 

23 the soil column . Stored waste s ,  those dangerous ones ,  

24 will  be kept in containers now believed to be safe . 

2> In other word S ,  it is a preferable site 
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because there a r e  fewer o f  us t o  poison, water moves 

slowly, and sagebrush will eventua lly cover the vast 

underground caverns holding the more dangerous waste . 

For these potential dangers and others , 

no matter how minor the DOE be lieves them to be , we are 

gaining seven years of McDonald ' s  and hamburger flippers , 

two years of peak employment, to quote the E I S  again . 

We humans have been g iven a choice like 

this before . I f  we look at the Old Te stamen t ,  we see 

that Esau sold his heritage for a mess o f  pottage -- we 

are se l l ing ours also,  we are selling the heritage for 

our children , for the land , our a i r ,  for a two-year me s s  

o f  pottage . Like a monstrous snake we a r e  creating 

deadly poison s ,  and then holding them to our bosom . 

The justification for this behavior i s  

t h e  argument that. w e  must negotiate from strength . But 

we are in a world where we are a l l  weak , we are a l l  

negotiat ing from a posit ion of f e a r  and weakne s s ,  because 

19 we are all threatening to destroy each other . We must 

10 cast the snakes out of our heart s ,  we must wean ourselves 

11 of our poison s ,  and we must learn to solve our conflicts 

11 without force . 

23 Let the Book of Genesis be our guide . Jacob 

14 came back to face h i s  brother,  Esau , that he had wronged . 

15 We must accept the facts that on this little,  fragile 
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earth -- as the Lakota people have told us -- we are a l l  

related . 

, MR . E IGUREN : Exhibit No . 658 will be the 

written comments o f  Jeanette Ross . 

( Exhibit No . 6 5 8  marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN: The next scheduled commenter 

i s  Duane Bloom . Duane Bloom . 

Commenter 6 3 ,  Eugene Spencer Smith . 

Eugene Spencer Smith? 

10  No . 64 , Tom von Alten . 

1 1  MR . VON ALTEN: M y  name i s  Tom von Alten . 

12 I live at 2 8 24 Grande e ,  in Boi s e ,  and I am grateful for 

13  this opportunity to testify . 

14 I Tm a mechanical engineer and a member of 

1 5  the American Society of Mechanical Engineers . 

In my work I use a variety of tools for 

17  analys is , computer model ing and optimization . In such 

18 work , there are two e l ements that are a lways critical to 

19 getting the right answer : 

20 First , asking the right question, and 

21 Second, testing analytical results against 

11 experience and common sense . 

23 I would like to apply these two tests to 

24 impact statement: Did we ask the right question? 

15 And do the results make sense? 

180 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

3.4

3

4

6

7

9

15

16

23

179

P 0, •OX 070

2

3

4

5

6

7

16

23

this

0 .0X 5,8

•OISE. 10.010 IMO,

12001336.0208



N 
(.T'I 
w 

4 . 1 5 . 5 

4 . 3  

6 . 3  

4 . 1 5 . 4  

10 

1 1  

" 

Since World War I I  we have been involved in 

an arms race , primarily with the Soviet Union . It has 

been considered crucial  that we stay ahead of them, and we 

have done very wel l at tha t .  We have successfully invented 

and reduced to practice an awesome col lect ion of weaponry. 

At this point , however,  I believe the right 

question to ask is "What will best ensure our security as 

we approach the next mil lenium?" I submit that "more of 

the samell  i s  a poor answer , at best .  

I take issue with Senator McClure tell ing 

us that he has classified information that we rea lly do 

need the SIS . As people have pointed out , between the INF 

1 3  Treaty and existing sourc e s ,  the evidence is that we have 

14 much more than we really need . 

15 Our country is falling deeper and deeper in 

16 debt . In large part because of the money we spend on the 

17  m i l itary . We count it as a success when we decrease the 

1 8  rate at which we f a l l  deeper in debt . We are finding it 

19 harder and harder to be competit ive in international 

20 markets as wel l ,  and we use the same sort of measure of 

21 success there . 

22 The a s sumed "right answer" that is the 

23 context for this Draft E I S  -- that we need more and better 

24 facilities for manufacturing weapons -grade plutonium -- has 

25 the applicat ion of a test o f  common sense to the 
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result : We do not need , and can i l l  a f ford an SIS project 

in Idaho , in Washington or in South Carolina . 

Finally, the value of this documen t ,  

think, is summed u p  o n  the inside front cove r .  The authors 

disclaim any warranty to it being aC.9urate , compl.ete 

or usefu l .  As a profess ional ,  and as a private c itizen , I 

request that no act ion be taken unless and until an 

's accura t e ,  complete and useful envi ronmen tal impact 

10 

1 1  

" 

1 3  

study is don e .  

MR . EIGUREN : Exhibit No . 6 5 9  will be the 

written comments of Tom von Alten o f  Boise , Idaho . 

( Exhibit No . 6 5 9  marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : The next scheduled commenter 

14 is Kelly Kitchens . Ke lly Kitchens? 

15 Comrnenter 66, John Clarke . John Clarke? 

16 Commenter 6 7 ,  Dalyn Chenowith . 

17 Dalyn Chenowith? 

18 The Chair i s  informed tha t commenter 68 is 

19  not going to be here , and that ' s  Col leen Moore . 

20 Commenter 6 9 ,  C .  F .  Larrabee . C .  F .  Larrabee? 

21 Commenter No . 70,  B i l l  Kornik . Is Bill  Kornik 

22 here? 

23 Commenter 7 1 ,  Chip Cole . Chip Cole? 

2. Commenter 7 2 ,  Joanne Cannon . 

2S MS . CANNON : My name is Joanne Cannon , and 
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I reside in Bo ise . 

I recommend no action on the proposed 

construction of the SIS . Not only am I against building 

the SIS at the Idaho INEL site , I ' m  against the South 

Carolina s ite , the Hanford, Washington s ite,  or any 

other proposed s ite . I ' m  going to leave the technical 

objections to the technician and I ' m going to speak from 

the be st source that I. know, and tha t ' s  my heart . 

I ' m  the mother of two beautiful daughters 

10  and I '  m soon to be a grandmother ,  and I want for them a 

11 future free of any possibility of nuc lear disast e r .  1 ' m 

12 a lover of l i f e ,  and I respect the God-given l ife of a l l  

1 3  l iving things, and I believe that God put us here on th is 

14 planet to be all that we can be . But with the threat o f  

1 5  a nuclear winter or death because of e ither nuclear war 

16 a nuclear accident, we ' re selling ourselves far,  far 

1 7  shor t .  

1 8  I ' ve read and I ' ve s e e n  f i lms about 

19 what n�clear war can do and what nuclear waste does to 

20 environment, and I ' ve learned that plutonium is the 

21 deadliest substance in existence . And I feel that I ' ve 

22 been able to make up my mind c learly and fairly how I feel 

23 about our country making more weapon-grade plutonium . And 

24 I want to state th is opinion publ icly how insane I 

2S believe our government has become in bel ieving that further 
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creation o f  this deadly substance will make us feel safe . 

That ' s  total madnes s .  I believe that our policymakers 

are not adequately providing for the common defense and 

are not promoting the general we lfare a s  required by the 

U .  S .  Constitution when they approve , fund and carry out 

the manufacture of a substance that can destroy life as 

we know it or destroy the whole earth . 

I cannot ignore the fact that economics 

come into play in th is issue , but I be lieve that our tax 

10  dollars would be better spent on developing safe energy 

11 technolog i e s ,  on health, on educat ion , on social programs 

12 to feed and house the hungry and homeles s ,  and to teach 

13 peace , love and understanding of our f e l low man, instead 

14 fear and distrus t ,  a fear and distrust that appears to 

lS  be so great now that we become irrat ional and we seek to 

16 destroy ourselves to a l l ev iate i t .  

1 7  I repeat -- n o  action on S I S .  

1 8  MR. EIGUREN : Commenter No.  7 3 ,  

1 9  Andrea Jackson . Andrea Jackson? 

20 MS . JACKSON : My name i s  Andrea Jackson , I 

21 reside at 702 Ranch Road , Bois e ,  Idaho . I am a student and 

22 I am a citizen of the world . 

23 I am here tonight to voice my opposit ion to 

24 SIS project in Idaho, or anywhere e l s e ,  for that matter . 

2S I am a native Idahoan, and I plan to raise my family here . 
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I am going into education because ! believe in the future 

o f  Idaho . I oppose the S I S  project for many reasons , 

most of which have been stated tonight, so I ' l l be brie f .  

First of a l l , I s e e  no need for the project . 

As the Secretary of Energy himself has stated , the U .  S .  

i s  awash in plutonium . There i s  absolutely no reason for 

deve loping more weapon-grade plutonium . 

Plutonium has a h a l f  l i fe of over 2 4 , 00 0  

9 years . A r e  w e  ready to leave t h i s  respons ibility to our 

10  children , our grandchildren, their grandchildren? Are 

11 we going to be able to sell plutonium-grade potatoes if 

12 the Snake River Aquifer ' is contaminated? I, myse l f ,  don ' t  

1 3  believe anyone will be interested in buying agricultural 

1 4  products for consumption that glow. 

15 As far as jobs are concerned, y e s ,  there 

16 w i l l  be some construct ion jobs which may potent ially go 

17 to Idahoan s .  But I don ' t  see too many nuclear physicists 

1 8  standing in the unemployment lines in Idaho . 

1 9  In conclusion, I would like t o  leave you 

20 with one thought :  I would like to see the day when 

21 education had money to squander, and the military 

22 Department of Energy inc luded had t o  hold bake s a l e s  to 

23 r a i s e  money for bomb s .  

24 MR . EIGUREN : Exhibit 660 will be the 

25 written comments of Andrea Jackson of Boise . 
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( Exhibit No . 6 6 0  marked and entered . )  

M R .  EIGUREN : The next scheduled commenter 

i s  Cathy Spofford . Cathy Spofford? 

Move to witness order 7 5 ,  Trish Klahr . 

Trish Klahr? 

Commenter order No . 7 6 ,  Robertr D. Scot t .  

Robert D .  Scott? 

Order 7 7 ,  Rebeca Finn . 

MS . FINN : My name is Rebeca Finn . I am 

10 17 years old and I just moved to Boi s e ,  Idaho, two years 

11 ago . hope to be one of tomorrow ' s  leaders . I suppose 

12 you can consider me one of the many "our children" that 

n people talk about the future being passed on to . 

I might become a good lead e r ;  I might not 

1 5  become a good leader . But I want the chance . And I don ' t  

1 6  think that S I S  gives me the chance , because I don ' t  think 

17 it promotes peac e . And I think tha t ,  really , for me to 

'8 have a future there needs to be peac e . And when you think 

19 about it , weapons-grade plutonium, what can you do with 

20 weapons-grade plutonium besides b u i l d  weapons ?  I t ' s  not 

2 1  exactly something like a baking ingredient . 

22 I really feel that S I S  is something that ' s  

23 totally, totally in opposition to peace , and I think that 

24 consider me one of the future generations and consider 

2S me a mother of a future generation, and give me a chance . 
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And , i n  closing, I would just like to say 

that the ironic thing i s  that at the close o f  this summer 

I am going to be moving to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania , site 

o f  Three Mile I s land . 

Thank you very much . 

MR . EIGUREN : We ' re at commenter order No . 

7 8 ,  Teresa Jones . 

MS . JONES : My name is Teresa Jones , I 

l ive at 4445 Greer,  in Boise . 

10 I ' m  concerned about the possibility that the 

11 INEL is being considered as a s i te for the Special Iso tope 

12 Separa tion pro ject . 

13 I do not feel comfortable that a nuclear 

1 4  weapons plant will be built so close to my home . I feel 

1 5  that this imposes increased dangers to the peopl e ,  

16 environment and economy of Idaho . Th i s  would expose Idaho 

17 the increased possibilities of nuclear accidents in 

18 transportation and production of refined plutonium . 

19 an accident of any magnitude were to occur, major 

20 impacts would be felt in all  of Idaho ' s  industries , 

21 especially tourism and agriculture . The short-term 

22 financ ial benefits that southeast Idaho may experience are 

23 worth the risks that the entire state must take with 

24 pro j ect . 

2S I also do not feel that the S I S  project 
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should be a national pro j ect . I am not convinced that 

even more nuclear weapons are needed for national security . 

Bu ilding more weapons will only encourage other nations 

to increase their stockpiles ; it i s  a never -ending process 

o f  a lways trying to have more weapons than your enemy. 

do not feel safe at all with the abundance o f  weapons that 

nations a round the world have present l y .  Peace cannot be 

attained by bu ilding bigger and more powerful ' weapons than 

your ne ighbo r .  think i t  o n l y  creates insecurity 

10 between nation s .  

1 1  Our country h a s  many more issue s that our 

12 tax do llars can be used for, which would provide a more 

13 secure nation . We should be solving the current s ituation 

I. with the homeless . We should be addressing the needs of 

15 children who l ive in poverty . We should provide retraining 

16 for the many unemployed workers who have been displaced 

17 by new technologies in industry. 

1 8  In summary, it is my hope that the S I S  

" pro ject will not be built anywhere . 

20 MR . E IGUREN : The written comments o f  

21 Teresa Jones will be inc luded in the record as Exhibit 

22 No . 6 6 1 . 

23 ( Exhibit No . 6 6 1  marked and entered . )  

2' MR . E IGUREN : Whi l e  J .  J .  is setting up 

25 here , we ' ll give you a couple of minutes . 
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I f  there i s  anybody in the audience who 

is des irous of leaving shortly and doesn ' t  want to wait 

to give oral comment but has a written statement , we ' l l 

take those for the record at this point . I ' d  just ask 

you to step forward and we ' l l read it into the record . 

Is there anybody who would like to do that? 

Okay . What I would l ike to ask you to do is 

8 to step forward to the podium and just give us your name , 

9 and we ' l l as sign you an exhibit number . 

10  Why don ' t  you go ahead, sir? 

1 1  MR . WRIGHT: My name is Richard Wrigh t .  

1 2  MR . EIGUREN : Okay . Exhibit No . 662 . 

1 3  MS . MCMUNIGAL : My name is Carol McMuniga l ,  

1 4  and I a m  oposed to the SIS . 

" MR . EIGUREN : Your written comment i s  

16 going to be listed as Exhibit No . 663 . 

17  I s  there anyone else that has a written 

1 8  comment that they would like to submit for the record at 

19 this point? 

20 

11 entered . ) 

22 

( Exhibits 662 and 663 marked and 

MR. EIGUREN : Okay . At th is point our 

13 commenter is No . 79, J. J. Dion . 

24 MR . DION : My name is J .  J. Dion . I live 

in Boise at 3120 Woody Driv e ,  and I am a part-time 
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music teacher at Sacred Heart School and I go to BSU,  and 

I would like to express my opposition to the building of 

the SIS through the fol lowing performance piece , with 

s incere apologies to Rodgers and Hammerstein, Advocates 

of Proper Engl ish Group for Grammatical Usage , and lovers 

of good music . 

Let ' s  start at the very beginning - a logical 

place to start . 

When you read , you begin with A, B, C ,  

But when you ' re rappin ' ' bout S I S ,  it ' s  "DOUGH, RAY, 

ME " .  

( Dough , ray , me ? )  Yes - Dough , ray, me ! 

The first three words just happen to be : 

Dough , Ray, Me . Dough , Ray,  Me , Fa , So , La,  Ti . . .  

To e l aborate : 

It ' s  £Qugh , my dea r ,  that brings them here;  

There ' s  gonna be a BOOM for s ix to eight years . 

Than the rules say, " STOP ! You can ' t  make no mor e . "  

And that ' s  when BUST comes knockin ' at the doo r .  

� i s  f o r  RADIOACTIVE WASTE; 

If it gets in the water, that ' s  IT for THIS place ! 

� and my family, l ivin ' in fear;  

Keep that P,lutonium � from h ere ! 

1 9 0  
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2Q they gotta transport it over our road s ;  

I don ' t  n e e d  t o  remind y a  that ' s  a deadly load,  

And you ' l l wonder where the Tourists went , 

If you ever have a " Publicized" Accident ! 

The �w is God I 5 :  "Thou shalt not kill " ,  

( Like they ' re doin ' to the schools with their 

funding b i l l  . . .  ) 

How many jobs are worth the dues 

We ' l l pay if those Warheads ever get used? ! ! !  

! is for Total Annihilation - o f  a l l  the People -

of every nation, 

But the experts all pretty much agree -

We ' ve got a l l  the P lutonium we need ! 

While the l eaders are tryin ' to reDUCE the store s ,  

The D . O . E .  just wants t o  make more ! 

D . C . E . ,  that spe l l s  gQE , 

And that brings us back to where we were befa ' . 

Here ' s  where I ' ll try to sum it a l l  up: 

Please don ' t  try to interrupt . 

13 2 3 9  

Now, I be lieve there ' s  gotta b e  c leaner means 

To stimulate our economy -

There ' s  microchips and french fry machine s ;  

Plenty of ways t o  keep u s  in t h e  green ! 

Can you look your children in the eye 

And confess you didn ' t  even try 

To take a bite out of Nuc lear Crime 

By speaki n '  out while there still was t ime? 

10  

1 1  Now, let the speeches continue, Ma ' ams and s i r s ,  

1 2  I hope you weigh carefully a l l  you ' ve heard ! 

1 3  And , d i d  you catch m y  drift , blowin ' i n  t h e  wind, 

Or do I have to rap it to you a l l over again ? ?  

1 5  MR . EIGUREN : J .  J .  Dion of Boise , Idaho, 

16 has provided the lyrics as Exhibit 664 . 

17  I don ' t  think, Mr . Reporte r ,  we got the 

1 8  music part . 

19  ( Exhibit No . 664 marked and entered . )  

20 MR . EIGUREN: Our next scheduled cornmenter 

21 is Commenter No . 8 0 ,  Noble Harde sty . Noble Hardesty? 

22 Order 8 1 ,  Glenn Jones . 

23 MR . JONES : I ' m Glenn Jones,  I l ive at 

24 4445  Gre e r .  1 ' m n o t  a native Idahoani m y  children are , 

25 and I cons ider Idaho my home now . 
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I support the No Action Alternative regarding 

the Special Isotope Separator project being constructed 

at the INEL site in southeast Idaho . The No Action 

Alternative means not bu�lding the S I S  in Idaho or anywhere 

else . 

I have been a member of the Carpenters 

and Joiners Union, Local 2 8 1 6 ,  s ince 1979 . I ' m  a proud 

union member ,  but I do not agree with Jim Kerns and the 

AFL-CIO in their support of the S I S .  I cannot compromise 

my principles to support a few short-l ived union jobs . 

realize the unions are s t�uggling to stay a l ive in Idaho , 

but supporting the construction of the S I S  with so many 

questions about health and safety unanswered , is terribly 

wrong . 

I a l so have doubt s about the economic boom 

that the S I S  is supposed to bring to southeast Idaho . 

What will happen when the S I S  is scheduled �o shut down 

in six to seven years? Idaho must concentrate on 

permanent jobs for the future, not just a few 

20 highly-specialized jobs for a few yea r s .  Think about i t .  

2 1  I a l so have doubts and questions concerning 

22 the safety of transporting highly radioactive wastes . 

23 The S I S  will generate 440 tons of radioactive wastes 

24 every yea r .  Just one accident has the potential to cause 

2S irreversible harm to Idaho ' s  two most prominent industrie s ,  

1 9 3  
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agriculture and tourism . I personally do not want to eat 

potatoes that glow in the dark . Another question of 

safety concerns the contamination of the Snake River Aquifer . 

An earthquake or accident again has the potential to 

contaminate our source o f  fresh water for thousands of 

years . Why must we l i ve with this threat? 

Finally, I cannot support any facet of the 

nuc lear arms rac e .  Let ' s  face it, the SIS i s  a bomb 

factory that will manufacture plutonium, whose sole purpose 

10 is to arm nuclear warheads . I f ind it reprehensible to 

11 support the production of a weapon that has the potential 

1 2  to destroy the earth and all of i t s  inhabitants . 

13 In conclusion , I would like to borrow the 

14 popular phrase that we a l l  have heard being used in the 

1 5  anti-drug campaign, and direct it to the DOE regarding 

16 their final dec ision on whether or not to build the S I S  

17  Just Say No . 

1 8  MR . E IGUREN : The written comments of 

19 Glenn Jones will be included in the record as Exhibit 6 6 5 .  

20 ( Exhibit No . 6 6 5  marked and entered . )  

21 MR. EIGUREN : The next scheduled commenter 

22 is C laud Spears .  Claud Spea rs? 

23  Moving on to Commenter No . 83 , 

24 Christine Hatab. 

2S MS . HATAB : My name i s  Christine Hatab, 
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and I l ive at 2001 North 1 8th Street . 1 1 m here to express 

my concerns about the S I S .  

A t  every step o f  the way, this project does 

not make sense to me . I know you ' ve heard a lot about 

the reason s ,  but I ' ll just be brie f .  

First o f  a l l ,  I question the need for the 

plutonium, especially when even President Reagan is 

trying to de-escalate our nuclear weapon s .  

I worry about transporting these materials 

through our towns and near our rivers . And if you ' re not 

from here, you might not realize that the roads here in 

Idaho are notorious for being in real bad shape . 

I worry about the INEL site and how it i s  

known t o  b e  geologically at risk . 

I worry about the chances for leaking 

plutonium into our water, our air,  and into us . I think 

you know it ' s  a deadly substance at its worst, and it ' s  

a poorly-control led poison at its best . 

And I think you need to remember that its 

e f fects are cumulative,  and we l ive here . 

If jobs are the issue -- and I ' m  not really 

convinced that many Idahoans would really get these jobs 

then I think it is our responsibility here in Idaho to 

create jobs for these people that make more sens e .  

I think i t ' s  easy these days t o  feel infinite 

1 9 5  
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and untouchable, a ssuming that modern technology will take 

care of us with procedures for avoid ing accidents or 

agencies for cleaning up spil l s . But I know that we are 

all really just finite human beings and that our earth 

can only take so much abuse . 

I read the E I S ,  and the c lear message given 

to me is that there are no real r i sks involved with this 

pro j ec t .  But I a l so hear from other experts who strongly 

dispute the EIS . Doesn ' t  it at least bother you a l ittle 

10 that there is such a difference of opinion about what the 

11 impact is really going to be in this are a ,  in this pro ject? 

1 2  I want to challenge you in the DOE to be open-minded 

13  enough to consider the possibility that you might be wrong . 

14 I think we are being given an opportunity 

1 5  to exerc ise some good foresight here -- and I don ' t  mean 

, .  foresight f o r  t h e  next 2 5  years . I mean real foresight , 

1 7  looking ahead f o r  generation s .  And my c lear,  gut feeling 

1 8  about the S I S ,  and projects l ike i t ,  is that it is too 

19  risky and full of unknowns . And I don 1 t see why we need 

20 to play Russian roulette here in Idaho or anywhere else . 

21 

22 

23 

2' 

25 

'Thank you . 

MR . EIGUREN : 'The written comments of 

Christine Hatab will be inc luded in the record as Exhibit 

No . 666 . 

( Exhibit No . 666 marked and entered . )  
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MR . EIGUREN : The next scheduled commenter 

is Pat Admire . 

MS.  ADMIRE : My name is Pat Admir e ,  and I 

l ive at 4678 Bluegrass , here in Bois e .  And this is my 

daughter, Jeanin e ,  and she is one hell of a good reason 

for not building bombs . 

Mr.  Eiguren : May I open my remarks by 

quoting from page S - 1  of the Executive Summary regarding 

the pro j ect,  which states in part : 

'''Ih is DEIS is being made available to the 

11 general public and interested governmental agencies to 

1 2  provide them with the opportunity to comment on the 

13 adequacy of this DEIS and the merits of the alternatives 

1 4  discussed . "  

1$ Technological data,  quant itie s ,  probabilities 

and theories have a l l  been quite thoroughly discussed 

1 7  from both sides by people who are much more qualified to 

1 8  speak on those subjects than I .  Howeve r ,  like the 

19  manipulation of figures by a shrewd accountant , I know 

20 that the weight of " facts and figure s "  can be shifted from 

21 side to side , depending on the purpose to be accompl ishe d .  

2 2  For exampl e ,  our accountant may stress f igures and 

23 projections which re flect positive growth when the company 

24 seeks venture capita l . But he will  stress its losses 

2S when the time comes to report income tax obligations . 
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Unfortunately, I sense the same process is 

taking place here . But with the S I S ,  we a l l  have a great 

deal more at stake . I contend that this Draft Environmental 

Impact Statement is completely inadequate in its scope 

regard ing the merits of the alternatives d iscussed, for 

it presumes that our " environment "  is a piece of ground 

,7 upon which we stand , the a ir we breathe , the water we 

drink , or supply-side economics . 

Ladies and Sjentlemen, you and I both know' 

10 that our environment is so very much more . It is our 

11 "daily ·experienc e s ,  our focus of thoughts and priorities . 

12 It is how we , as adults , handle problems and by our 

13 example teach our children . In this env ironment ,  we still 

14 seem to be teaching children that might makes right, or 

15 that the country with the deadliest capability is right . 

16 I believe I can best i l lustrate my point 

17 by a l l egory that ' s  a good way to teach children , a 

18 good way to learn . 

There were once two grand estate s ,  peopled 

20 by very large extended families . The Council of Patriarchs 

21 of each estate felt it was their responsibility to protect 

22 their respective families , so each invested in guard dogs . 

23 But one Patriarch noticed the the guard dogs protecting 

24 the other estate were larger than his . So he encouraged 

25 his family to invest in more and l arger dogs . The second 
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Patriarch decided to show his prowess at protecting his 

family, so h e  switched from guard dogs to lions . These 

big cats were very impressive . But not to be outdon e ,  

t h e  f i r s t  Patriarch decided t o  add Siberian tigers t o  his 

s i zable pack o f  dogs . 

Some members of both f amilies expressed 

growing concern about the unpred ictable nature o f  these 

guard animal s ,  the occasional inadvertant de struction 

they caused, the trouble in feeding and maintaining them 

10  but their complaints were dismissed as the Patriarchs 

11 reassured the people how safe they wer e .  And the 

12 complaints of the people subsided . 

13  Beginning to fear that the Patriarchs with 

1 4  the tigers might actually attack his estate, our second 

1 5  Patriarch heard of a remote area setting where there had 

16 been reports of Sabertooth tigers . He sent an envoy, and 

17 successfully c aptured a pair of these immense and powerful 

l' creature s .  These animals too, were hard t o  handle and 

19 extremely unpred ictable . We l l ,  not to be outdone , our 

20 first Patriarch a l so captured a pair of these animal s .  

2 1  But the problems faced by a l l  of the other members of both 

22 f amilies increased dramatically . They spent a l l  their 

23 t ime trying to feed and contain these anima l s .  And when 

24 did escape , it did great damage to property and even 

25 occasionally devoured a child or an adult of the estate . 
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Still , the noble Patriarchs explained that 

the losses sustained had to be tolerated for the benefit 

of protecting the whole family . But finally, the pressure 

of the wives and mothers who had f e l t  the losses more 

keenly , and the frustrated workers who had to tend to 

these anima l s ,  forced the two Patriarch councils to meet 

and agree to reduce these guard anim a l s .  

A n  agreement was reached and there was 

great rejoicing throughout the land . But secretly, each 

10  council fearing the integrity of the other , had heard 

11 about a land where mastodons could be found . 

1 2  T o  Steve Symms and o u r  Governor and 

13  Senator McClure and a l l  of these people who be l ieve that 

14 they are representing the people of this state , I sadly 

1 5  state that they are not . I am ove r j oyed at the outcoming 

16 of young and old, rich and poor, educated and i l l iterate , 

17 but people of courage to stand up and say how they fee l . 

18 And I think that our e lected officials had better take 

19 heed . I see a whole lot of young votes coming, and they ' re 

20 not going to get them . 

21 Please, have the courage to consider the 

22 truth above the facts and to vote no . 

23 MR . EIGUREN : Exhibit 667 will be the 

24 written comments of Patricia Admire . 

25 ( Exhibi t No . 667 marked and entered . )  
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MR . E IGUREN: The next scheduled commenter 

is at 8 5 ,  Jeff Schil l e r .  Jeff Sch i l ler? 

Commenter 8 6 ,  Betty MatzeK . 

MS . MATZEK : My name is Bet,t¥ Matzek, and 

I l ive at 798 Dolson Lane, Eagle . I would l ike to 

acknowledge Mr . Eiguren ' s  seemingly tireless conduct of 

these extended hearing s .  

Second , I ' d  l ike t o  say that since my 

br ief appearance here last Saturday night, I think I ' ve 

10 regained some of my sanity . 

1 1  

1 2  

MR . EIGUREN : You were the one .  

MS . MATZEK: Like many other people here , 

13 I have the feeling that the SIS has taken on a l ife of 

14 its own without any regard to changing conditions, reason 

1 5  or logic . Like the ancient juggernaut,  the SIS rolls on , 

16 backed by quasi-sc ientific studies and heedless that there 

1 7  are now less expensive techniques than laser separation . 

18 In fact,  I have begun secretly to wonder if perhaps 

some people in high places are having a love affair with 

20 laser technology, similar to their obsession with star 

21  wars technology . 

22 I was di smayed to see that a great many 

23 of the references c i ted in the DEI S were publi shed prior 

24 to 1 9 8 0 .  I a m  sure that s ince then there have been many 

2.5 more recognized standards to be applied to nuclear 
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technology . And one area of omission that concerns me 

is that the · study does not take into account the very 

real probabil ity o f  a long-term storage of nuclear waste 

at the INEL . That i s  5 0  because s torage on-site is very 

probable as states rise to protest the transportation of 

toxic materials along their highways . If the INEL gets 

to keep all the nuclear waste that i t  generates , there 

will undoubtedly be still more jobs and benefits to Idaho ' s  

economy, but we may not like what that does to our 

10  beloved environment. 

1 1  Saturday nigh t ,  a physicist made a passionate 

12 plea for the SIS in order to learn how to rid our world 

13 of plutonium. That is a worthy purpose,  but I think to 

14 do that we need to build a research faci l i ty ,  not a 

1.5 production fac il ity . 

16 Another person spoke with pride about the 

11 exce l l en t  labor-management relations and the safety 

1 8  record at INEL during past construction phases . I have 

19 no reason to doubt that . But I think it is what happens 

20 after construction phase at INEL that we Idahoans will 

21  not be proud of . It should be obvious that I support 

22 Option 4 ,  do not build . 

23 MR . EIGUREN : Exhibit No . 6 7 1  for the 

24 written record w i l l  be the written comments of 

2.5 Betty R .  Matzek of Eagle,  Idaho. 
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( Exhibit No . 6 7 1  marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : We ' l l now move to Commenter 

No . 87, Dick Siever. 

MR . SIEVER : My name is Dick Sieve r ,  and 

I live at 4 5 3 3  Bluegrass Avenue . As a note , I am a 

mechanical engineer, but I don ' t  really wish to di scuss 

the technical issues of the S I S .  I th ink they ' ve been 

adequately discussed . 

First of a l l ,  as I say, I am oppo sed to 

the construction of the Spec ial I sotope Separator facility . 

The proposal for such a facility is symptomatic of a 

much larger problem; that is the notion that we need 

more plutonium to build more nuclear weaponry . The 

present situation is one whereby each of the Superpowers 

have enough arsena l ,  nuclear arsenals with enough 

destructive capability to render extinct a l l  living things . 

It is an uneasy peace that we are enjoying 

knowing that a t  any time the U. S .  and the U. S. S .  R .  

are capable o f  des troying not just the opponent but the 

entire world . Carl Sagen, while addressing the United 

Nations in 1 9 8 5 ,  warned that an exchange of less than 

one percent of our nuclear arsenal s ,  i f  directed at ma jor 

c i ties , could trigger a nuclear winter . The smoke and 

ash from the burning cities would be sufficient to block 

the sun ' s  light,  causing a precipitous drop in the earth ' s  
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temperature . Lakes and rivers would freeze , no crops 

could be grown . The survivors of the in itial blasts 

would succumb to starvat ion . Clearly then , we have 

amassed a nuc lear arsena l beyond any scope of reason . We 

are for the moment precariously surviving at the brink 

of extinction. 

In 1 9 4 5 , the United States dropped the 

first nuclear bomb on Hiroshima . The bomb kil led 

hundreds of thousands of peopl e .  It had a destructive 

10  power equivalent to about 14 , 000 tons -- excuse me , 1 5 , 000 

11 tons of TNT, or 1 5  kiloton s .  The nuclear arsenals have 

1 2  grown to such a point where their destructive powers are 

1 3  discussed in megatons -- a thousand k i lotons to a 

megaton . There are 70 Hiroshima bombs in a megaton . 

IS At present we have about 1 8 , 000 megatons 

16 of destructive power in the nuclear arsena l s  of the 

17 Superpowers . This would equal about 1 . 2  Hiroshima bombs 

1 8  

, .  

20 

21 

( s ic ) . 

I was going to do the BB dropping . 

The whole thing about what the S I S ,  the 

presumption i s  that we need more plutonium .  I t ' s  

22 ridiculOUS . You don ' t  have to have a very high 1 . 0 .  to 

23 know that we ' re headed towards a very sick and dangerous 

24 direction . You ask any child,  and there is a lot of 

25 wisdom in children , and they can t e l l  you the answer 
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they are not cynical yet . 

It ' s  grimly ironic that the one creature 

gifted with the greate st capacity for inte llect and 

reason has for the last 40 years set upon a path that will 

most inevitably lead to its sel f-annihilation, unless 

it change s .  Building the S I S  i s  yet another step down 

that path of extinction . We must move to another path , 

that of bilateral nuc lear disarmament , before it is too 

late . 

NOw , I ' ve been at the Saturday test imony 

11 and a l so here tonigh t ,  and from what I ' ve seen there ' s  

1 2  been over a hundred individuals testifying with respect to 

1 3  the S I S ,  and r ight here in Boise there ' s  not too many 

14 people affiliated with the INEL , so most of the testimony 

15 you ' ll see will be pretty more or less independently 

16 formulated . I t ' s  not l ike they work at the company store 

17  c a l led the government . The message here is no S I S  in 

18 Idaho . No S I S  in the United Stat e s .  Let ' s  build down , 

19 not bui ld up. 

20 Now, to the people in Washington, D . C . ,  

2 1  you have to remember that Idaho is not what you call a 

22 l iberal place . In fact , I think the DOE knew that Idaho 

23 is not very well , in their eyes, a particularly organized 

24 place and the population density is very low . But what 

you ' re seeing is an incredible outcry against S I S .  I f  it ' s  
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bad in Idaho , it ' s  bad everywhere . Don ' t  bui ld the S I S .  

MR . EIGUREN : The written comments o f  

D i c k  Siever will be included as Exhibit No . 672 in the 

record . He ' s  from Boise . 

( Exhibit No 672 marked and entered . )  

MR . E IGUREN : The next scheduled commenter 

is Mike Hamilton . Commenter No. 88, Mike Hamilton . 

Commenter Order 8 9 ,  Pat Moore . Pat Moore? 

Commenter No . 9 0 ,  Cees Hoefnage l s .  

MR . HOEFNAGELS : My name i s  Cees Hoefnage l s ,  

1 1  I live in Boi s e ,  Idaho . I am not a native Idahoan , but 

12 I am a native of this planet and ever since my graduation 

1 3 from the Technol og ical University of Eindhoven , the 

14 Netherland s ,  I have been employed as an engineer or 

15 engineering manager in h igh-tech industr ies,  mainly in 

16 processing industries such as e l ectronic chip and magnetic 

17  recording media manufactur ing . I have participated in 

18 the development of very exotic processes s ince 1965 when 

19 I started as a young engineer with Philips 

20 Gloe ilampenfabrieken in the Nether land s .  At the request 

21 of a semiconductor company in California,  I came to the 

22 United States in 1 9 6 7 .  I am now a c it i zen of the United 

23 States of Arner ica . 

24 During the years that I was involved in 

25 process development,  one thing became clear : Regard less 
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of all the preparation that goes into the evolut ion of 
5 . 2 4 . 1 8 a process and no matter how hard the brightest people 

work to foolproof a complex technological system, 

unforseseen circumstances always develop ,  often leading 

to unexpected and sometimes dangerous result s .  

I do not want t o  address the potential 

5 . 2 4 . 5  hazards of evaporating rni"ni k.ilograms o f  pyrogenic 

plutonium in a vacuum or other technical or geological 

dangers ; I am sure that you have reasonable-sounding 

'0 rebuttals to a l l  or most of them . 

1 1  However , I d o  want t o  draw your attention 

N 
5 . 9 . 3  1 2  

0'1 

for a moment to a period of 10 to 2 0  years ago when anyone 

who argued against the use of freon in cans of hairspray 
0'1 

, .  was characterized as overzealous a n d  preposterous . 

,. Nobody could have foreseen that the decay of the protective 

,. ozone layer in the stratosphere could lead to an increase 

17  of skin cancer rates o f  more than 2 0  percent between now 

1 8  a n d  1 9 9 2 . And we are j u s t  at t h e  s t a r t  of this latest 

,. ecological disaster, and nobody knows how bad it is going 

20 to become . 

2 1  In shor t ,  I abhor the arrogance with which 

22 we place on the shoulders of future generations the care 

5 . 3 0 . 5 . 1 2  23 of radioactive wastes as we ll as the potential destruction 

2' o f  large areas o f  land . Future generation s ,  if there are 

25 going to be any, will almost certainly curse the conceited 
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and self-centered people o f  the 20th Century . Let us 

not add to our collective l iability by building the S I S .  

W e  d o  not want Idaho to earn name recognition the way 

Three Mile I s land or Chernobyl have earned their reknown . 

Do not build the Spec ial Isotope Separator. 

Thank you . 

MR.  EIGUREN : Exhibit No . 673 in the 

record will be the written comments o f  Cees Hoefnagels of 

Bo i s e ,  Idaho . 

10 ( Exhibit No . 6 7 3  marked and entered . )  

1 1  M R .  E IGUREN : The next scheduled commenter 

12 is Virgil Jones . Virgil Jones . 

1 3 Move to order 9 2 ,  Cathy Kirkham . 

14 Cathy Kirkham? 

15 9 3 ,  Wilhelm J .  Anderson . Wilhelm J .  

,. Order 9 4 ,  there ' s  been a substitution . The 

17 name I have is Valerie Galindo . 

1 8  MS . GALINDO : M y  name is Valerie Gal indo . 

19 I live at 606 Iowa Street , Boi s e ,  Idaho . I feel obligated 

20 to speak out on this issue , as I feel that the e l ected 

21  officials of Idaho do not accurately represent the people 

22 of Idaho or myself  on this issue . I am opposed to the 

23 construction of the S I S  project anywhere in the United 

24 States or in the wor l d ,  but especia lly here in my horne 

2S state of Idaho . I am not convince d ,  and no amount of talking 
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could ever convince me that more 'plutonium needs to be 

produced for our nat ional defense .  Even the Energy 

Secretary has indicated that we have more than enough . 

The Strategic Arms Reduction Treaties recently signed and 

those planned in the near future will further reduce the 

need for plutonium to construct nuclear warheads . Morally, 

I bel ieve that we need to stop the production of nuclear 

weapons, as each one built brings us all closer to the 

chance of total annihilation . 

10 The argument of economic benefits to 

1 1  Idaho in the form of jobs from the project has not been 

12 sufficiently prove d .  Many o f  t h e  construction jobs , a s  

13  the construction jobs here in Bo ise , will be contracted 

14 to out -of-state workers , and spin-off jobs will be mainly 

15 min imum wage service job s .  These can be produced e l sewhere . 

16 Even the remote possible short-term economic gain cannot 

17 possibly be balanced against the possible contamination 

1 8  of f ish , wildlife and humans from leakage into the aquifer 

19 or the atmosphere such as those accidents that have 

70 already happened , or the chance of a ma jor disaster . 

21 In these times of huge national debt , the cost of nearly 

77 a billion dollars simply cannot be jusitifed for this 

73 pro ject . There are much , much better ways to spend this 

5 . 29 . 87 24 mone y .  

25 The question of safe transportation of the 
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deadly cargo with no possibility o f  accidents has not 

been adequately thought out . The poor condition o f  Idaho ' s  

road s ,  old bridges , tired, overworked truck drivers , a l l  

of these factors ,  any o f · them, could lead to a spill 

which would take bil lions of dollars and years o f  time 

to clean up, if indeed such a spill could be cleaned up . 

We must answer to our children for the 

choices we make today . We mus t ,  for once, take the long 

view instead of mere short-term gain and provide a safe , 

10 clean environment for them to live in . 

11 The morality of providing fuel for nuclear 

1 7  weapons is wrong , and if we re ject it by not funding the 

13 S I S  pro ject,  we provide a c l eane r ,  moral atmosphere for 

14 children as wel l .  

15 Thank you . 

, .  MR . EIGUREN : Exhibit 674 w i l l  b e  the 

17  written comments of Valerie Galind o .  

1 8  ( Exhibit 674 marked and entered . )  

,. MR . EIGUREN : The next scheduled commenter 

Commenter No . 9 5 ,  Jon Knapp . 

21 Thank you . We ' ll mark your written comments 

22 as Exhibit 675 . 

23 ( Exhibit No . 6 7 5  marked and entered . )  

24 MR . KNAPP : Hello, my name is Jon Knapp . 

25 I am a senior a t .  Centennial High School and I live at 

210 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

5 . 2 9 . 63 

6 . 5 . 5  

2 . 7 . 2  

1

2

3

4

6

7

8

9

25

B 0 BOX 3.7B

BOISE. IDAHO 83701

12081 3315.92OB

5

6

7

15

20

23

OUT

is

B0138. 101340 .3701

1208/ 334.4208



� 
(j) 
CO 

999 Eagle Hills Way in Eagle . 

I remember studying in my American Government 

class last semester about the size of our government 

bureaucracy . It has become so large over the years that 

even the President c annot stop the advancing size of the 

bureaucracy . It ' s  as if the so-called democratic 

government that we submit to has turned into a dictatorial 

Frankenstein monster that is quite able and willing to 

commit acts of physical aggress ion , l ike in Libya and 

10 Nicaragua, as wel l  as economic aggression, which is easy 

11 to get away with because i t ' s  much less visible . 

12 The whole thing is beautifully executed , 

13 though . I have to give them credit for that . All these 

1 4  billions of little people parts working in perfect tandem. 

15  I t ' s  just like the space shuttle, a l l  techno logically 

16 wonderfu l .  Nothing can go wrong . 

1 7  The S I S  i s  a perfect example o f  what I ' m  

1 .  talking about . The Department of Energy brings out thi s  

19  proposal and s ay s ,  "How about building a nice factory 

20 there,  Mr . Senator? We can make nice little toys 

21 for your kids to p.l�y with when they grow up and become 

22 responsibl e ,  l ike me . And on top of that, Mr . Senator, 

23 the people will love you, and you can ge t re-elected . "  

24 And so Mr . Senator turns to u s ,  smiles a lot , 

15 and says , " I ' m  here to do you a favo r .  I want to build a 

2 1 1  
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place where you can earn an honest wage . It ' s  fun for the 

kids , until they get canc e r .  I t ' s  good for t h e  economy. 

If you c an ' t  get a job at S I S ,  you can always get a job 

treating cancer patients a t  the hospital .  And it ' s  good 

for your country . Ignore those Commi-liberals who say 

that a nuclear bomb is intended to hurt people . It 

promotes freedom, it doesn ' t  take it away . Hold ing our 

world hostage with our nuclear arsenal is actually an 

extension of the Second Amendment that the Founding 

10 Fathers , God rest the i r  sou l s ,  forgot to include . So,  

1 1  what do you say? "  

1 2  We l l ,  what do .we say? What do I say? No . 

13 No S I S . I will not tolerate any more violence . I will 

14 never forgive the recent presidents who have brought this 

1 5  nuclear horror upon us . I cannot support any project 

16 designed to provide just enough economic growth to make 

17 itself attractive, but not enough to provide any long-term, 

18 stable economic foundation . And I certainly cannot 

19  support the S I S .  I urge a l l  o f  you t o  resist the monster 

10 that has emerged . Say no to Frankenstein . Say no to S I S . 

21 I would a lso like -- that was supposed to 

12 be the conclusion, but then sitting there I thought I ' d 

13 add one more l ittle thing . I was just going to add this 

24 thing that the current Democratic front-runner for the 

25 Presidential nomination, Jesse Jackson, said in a debate in 
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Texas a s  h e  turned to the audience and h e  said, "How 

many of you own VCRs ? "  And a whole bunch of people raised 

their hand . He said, "We l l , I bet most o f  those were 

made in Japan . "  

And then h e  turned to the audience and he 

said , " How many o f  you own ICBMs ? "  And a couple of people 

had to be cute and raised their hand . But he says , " I  

think it ' s  time for the United States to start making 

some things that people can buy . "  

MR . EIGUREN : Our next scheduled commenter 

11 is Jean Boyles . 

1 2  MS . BOYLES :  M y  name is J e a n  Boyl es . 

13 live at 1714 North 7th Street ,  Boi s e . I am against the 

14 S I S ,  and I felt a compulsion to state this publicly. To 

1 . 1 my union sisters and brothers who want to improve Idaho I 5 

16 economy, let me ask " suppose it were economically feas ible 

17  to raise babie s ,  hUman babie s ,  for food . Would you want 

18 to?" 

,. 
5 . 2 7 . 7 . 1 7 20 

21 

22 

constructive . 

Let ' s  f ind jobs , but jobs that are 

Thank you . 

MR.  EIGUREN : The written comments of 

23 Jean Boyles of Boise , Idaho , will be included in the 

24 record as Exhibit 6 7 6 .  

25 ( Exhibit No . 676 marked and entered . )  

213  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING IIQISE 10""'0113701 

1:;10'" :J:JII·'�O' 

8248 

M R .  EIGUREN : W e  have now advanced to 

order No . 98 on the l i st , and that is Luiz Gal indo . 

MR . GALINDO: Thank you very much . My 

name is Luiz Galindo , and my wife a l ready gave you the 

address . 

I believe everything ' s  a lready been said . 

So , anywa y ,  I ' m  thankful to be given the opportunity to 

give my ideas . 

First of a l l ,  I oppose the construction of 

10 the SIS pro ject for several reason s ,  but mainly the idea 

11 of being a lot of jobs generated , I haven ' t  been convinced 

1 2  about that . I think that the handful of jobs that would 

13 be prcjected by this plutonium ref inery would be greatly 

14 offset by the drawbacks .  I be lieve most of the important 

15 job positions will be filled by specialties ,  probably 

16 from out of state, and after they make the initial 

17  expenditure , the large expenditure s ,  the cars , home s ,  

1 8  e tc . ,  most of the jobs that will be left for Idahoans 

,. 

20 

21 

will be s l inging burgers at fast food outlets at minimum 

wage . So we probably will have a few more fast food places . 

The quality of Idaho ' s  environment would 

22 suffer . Making a dumping ground for the nation ' s  

23 nuc lear waste would not only endanger our rivers and 

24 wild l i f e ,  but it would also discourage tourists who are 

25 attracted by Idaho ' s  pristine outdoors . 
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O n  the international leve l ,  th is Special 

4 . 1 4  Isotope Separator project would dampen the U .  S . /Soviet 

arms control negotiations currently underway . The Soviets 

are not going to buy the idea that we ' re using plutonium 

only a s  a means to create jobs , and neither are we . 

The idea of spending bill ions to produce 

plutonium for nuclear weapons in fact we hope wi l l  never 

6 . 3  be used i s  preposterous . We have 2 5 , 000 nuclear bombs 

too many . We need to direct our technology toward a more 

10  humane purpose , safer energy, feed the hungry, housing 

1 1  the home l e s s ,  and creating ways t o  promote real peace . 

1 2  W e  do n o t  n e e d  more plutonium, w e  cannot 

N 1 3  ........ 4 . 1 5 . 5  0 

afford more plutonium, we don ' t  need the politicians that 

propose using nuclear weapons to ach ieve peace , and we 

don ' t  need the S I S .  

1. MR . EIGUREN: We ' re a t  Order No . 9 9 ,  

1 7  David P .  Brown . David Brown? 

18 Commenter 100,  Don Scott . Don Scott? 

19 Commenter No . 1 0 1 ,  Terry Hatch . Terry Hatch . 

20 Commenter 102 , Johnny H il l .  Johnny Hill?  

21 Commenter 1 03 ,  Leon Scheffiel d .  

22 Leon Scheffield? 

23 Commenter 104,  Fritz B jornsen . 

2' MR . BJORNSEN : My name is Fritz B jornsen , 

2' Boise . 

2 1 5  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

We are being asked to build a facil ity we 

don ' t  need , with money we don ' t  have , based on technology 

we haven ' t  developed . 

We are being told we should build it at 

a site away from the raw materia l s ,  away from the waste 

disposal site,  and away from the assembly site of the 

f ini shed product . At th is site,  far away, we will process 

the most toxic substance known to man . Plutonium does 

not occur natura lly . It is a by-product of a ,nuclear 

10  reaction . It rema in s toxic for 2 5 0 , 000 yea r s .  The DOE 

1 1  has a s sured us this project wi ll be safe . Perhaps we 

12 could build it in Wash ington , D . C .  

1 3  We are told they want to build a plutonium 

1 4  plant to provide materials for nuclear warhead s ,  they 

15  need the flexibi l i ty . It bothers me what kind of 

16 flexibility we would need to build a bunch of warheads 

17 in a hurry . They want to move this material across our 

18 public highways in semi trai lers equ ipped with gun 

19 turrets and armed guards . Visitors to our state will 

20 be forced to share those roads with th ese trucks, leaving 

21  a much different impression of Idaho than the one we are 

22 trying to promote . Should an accident occur involving one 

23 of these semi s ,  even an accident that doe s not involve 

24 the release of radiation , the news reports would have a 

25 devastating effect on tourism . 
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Since Idaho I s support for tht:: facility i s  

largely f o r  economic reasons , w e  need t o  look a t  the 

5 . 2 7 . 3 . 3  fact that any economic benefit from the facility will be 

reduced by a lass o f  tour ism, not only in areas near the 

site , but to the whole fftate . 

The c laimed economic benefits are based 

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 4 
on construction jobs , which may or may not go to Idaho 

residen t s ,  the plutonium process ing jobs , which would 

l ikely go to people who are not presently residents r and 

10 service sector jobs , many of which pay only m inimum wage . 

1 1  A l l  of this for a facil ity that t h e  DOE admits it does 

12 not presently need . 

N 1 3  """'-I 4 . 1 4 ........ 
I .  

Add to t h e  fact t h a t  w e  a r e  involved in 

negotiat ions with the Soviets to reduce the number o f  

1 5  
6 . 3  

1 .  

nuclear warheads and t h a t  t h e  U .  S .  is struggling with an 

enormous deficit that has forced cutbacks a ffect ing every 

17 level of our society, we s imply cannot a fford the S I S .  

1 8  The environmental impact of s iting the 

19  facility at the INEL s it e  goes we l l  beyond the physical 

20 considerations . 

2 1  The economic bene f its , if any, will be 

22  short-l ived . The DOE should not con struct the facil ity 

5 . 2 7 . 1 0  23 at any location. 

2' Thank you . 

25 MR. EIGUREN : The comments of 
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1 1  

12  
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Fritz Bjornsen will be included in the record as Exhibit 

No . 6 7 7 .  

( Exhibit N o .  6 7 7  marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN: Witness order 1 0 5  is 

James Gooden . James Gooden . 

Ladies and �entlemen, we are going to take 

our final recess for the evening . We ' ll be in recess for 

about five minute s .  

( Recess was had . )  

MR . EIGUREN : We ' l l advance to witness 

10 5 .  I s  Mr . James Gooden here ? 

We ' ll advance to witness No . 1 0 6 ,  

13 G l en Wilson . Glen Wilson? 

14 Advance to order 1 0 7 ,  Randall A .  Ambuehl . 

15 Randall A. Ambuehl ?  

16 Advance to order 1 0 8 ,  Susan Bernata s .  

17 MS . BERNATAS : My name is Susan Bernatas 

1 8  from Boi se , Idaho . Please allow me to set the scenario 

19 

20 

THE REPORTER: I cannot hear he r .  

MS . BERNATAS : Okay . You l ive two miles 

21 from the high school that your child attends . Your child 

22 knows how to r ide a school bus , runs track, owns a bike 

23 and you have already purchased a 1983 Ford for this child 

24 to drive back and forth to school with . Is it really 

25 necessary, then , to purchase a 1 987 Ford as the teenager ' s  
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second car? 

Some of us would argue that the 1981 Ford 

is not even necessary . 

I would l ike to respond to some of the 

justification in s upport of this pro j ec t .  Those are : 

1 )  That we need a r edundancy in plutonium 

production . 

2 )  Idaho needs this industry to enhance our 

economy . 

1 0  3 )  That t h e  federal government can l t  go 

1 1  brok e .  

1 2  My response to t h e  f i rst : 

13  The U.  S .  does not need and c annot afford 

14 a $l-bi l l ion redundancy.  We could put the money to use 

1 5  elsewhere as many people have a l ready expressed . For 

16 example ,  we have recently seen, in Boise , that indus tries 

17  are interested in good schools and universitie s .  

1 . Education has taken a back seat in this 

6 . 3  country, and it has taken a back seat to our defense budge t ;  

20 and our declining SAT scores are a prime example of this 

5 . 2 7 . 5 . 3  

21 type of prioritizing . 

22 The second: 

23 How will a plutonium factory impact our 

24 established resources? Our wild l i f e ,  fisheries, 

25 agricultur e ,  recreation, and forest products indus trie s ,  

2 1 9  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 

10 

all these require c l ean a i r ,  water and land that Idaho 

has already been protecting . Do we really want to change 

our state motto to read "Famous Plutonium Potatoes " ?  

And � plutonium factory will impact those 

industries even i f  all the established safety procedures 

listed in the DEIS are f o l lowed . 

Every s ite that has anything to do with 

plutonium in this country and the world has contaminated, 

to a greater or lesser degree, the land around it . The 

Draft EIS has stated that radiation will occasionally be 

11 released into the a i r ,  water e ffluence , and if it is in 

12 the a i r  it will eventually get into the soi l . This i s  

13  true at INEL, where small doses of radiation have a l ready 

14 been detected and have been added to the background 

15 radiation at the s ite . 

16 Who will buy Idaho ' s  famous plutonium 

17  potatoes? 

18 The third justification : 

,. The federal government can ' t  go broke . 

20 We are saddled with a trillion dollar debt 

21 some large amount of money that I can 1 t even deal with . 

22 The stock market crash and the value of our dollar abroad 

23 and at home is t ied to the national debt , directly or 

24 indirectly . 

25 The U .  S .  has recently become a debtor 

2 2 0  
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5 . 3 0 . 2 . 5 

5 . 4 . 1 

1 . 1  

nation , the f irst time in -- 1 9 4 0  was the last time , I 

guess . 

I f  you have reached your limit on a l l  your 

credit cards , have taken a second mortgage on your home, 

can only figure out that you have enough money to pay all 

your bill s  ten days after they are already past due ,  or 

can ' t  pass a budget unt i l  you have to shut down the 

government agenc ie s ,  the bank is not l ikely to give you a 

loan to buy the child ' s  second car to drive two miles to 

10 school . 

1 1  My f inal poin t :  

1 2  $ l- b i l l ion is t h e  c o s t  today, but t h e  INEL 

1 3  is s lated to be the waste site -- yes , a de :l;acto 'o'Iaste 

1 4  dump . 

1 5 Just in case we come up with another use 

1 6  for this product , we ' re going to keep the plutonium on 

17 the s ite . If there is no other use found,  it will be 

18 relocated . The cost of storing th i s ,  the research cost 

involved with experimenting, transporting , maintenance 

20 costs, ha zardous waste c lean-up, etc . we don ' t  need i t .  

2 1  R i p  u p  the blank check t o  the DOE . 

22 Thank you . 

23 MR. E IGUREN : Exhibit No . 678 in the record 

24 will be the written comments of Susan Bernatas of Bois e ,  

25 Idaho . 

2 2 1  
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( Exhibit No . 6 7 8  marked and entered . )  

MR . E I GUREN : Move to order No . 109 , 

Dan Sunde l l .  Dan Sundell? 

Order 1 10 ,  Kim Gaardner Hoppie .  

MS . HOPP l E :  My name i s  Kim Gaardner Hoppie , 

I l ive in Boise at 1 5 1 6  Robert Stree t .  I was born and 

raised in Pocatello;  my grandparents live in Sterling, 

on the edge of the desert . I remember going to visit,  

occasiona lly . I hated those visits I ' d  rather stay 

in town with my friend s .  Sometimes we ' d  have to go into 

11 the desert to get red c inder rocks for my grandmother ' s  

1 2  garden . I hated those trips , too . I thought the desert 

1 3  was ugly . My grandparents are gone now. I miss them. 

1 4  And since, I ' ve grown to love the desert . It holds lots 

1 5  of memories for me . Someday soon I will take my daughter 

1 6  there and maybe we will  bring some c inder rock back to 

17  garden . 

, .  I ' m against t h e  S I S  pro ject . I do not 

1 9  think it I S safe or needed . 

20 Pol itical science instructor at Boise State 

21 once described the arms race as two men standing wa ist-deep 

22 in gasoline arguing over how many matches they ' ve got . 

2l I ' m very angry what the EIS says about 

24 Idaho . To me it says that our land and our people are 

25 expendable .  
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I. 

1 1  

1 2  
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15 

16 
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1 8  

1 9  

2. 

21 

22 

23 

2. 

25 

Kathie Wooten . 

8 2 5 2  

I will not let that happen . 

Thank you . 

MR . EIGUREN : Advance to order I l l ,  

M S .  WOOTEN : M y  name is Kathie Wooten, 

I live in Boise,  Idaho . I ' m here tonight to take the 

stand against the Special Isotope Separator. I am 

representing the children we see a round us today , the 

children still being nuz:..tu.red inside their mother ' 5 wombs , 

and those future generations that have not yet been 

conceived . 

We do not need an S I S  in Idaho, or any 

place else in the United States . Nuclear holocaust 

looms a t  each and every one of our doorsteps as it is now. 

The only true gift that we can leave our 

children i s  a c l ean,  healthy Mother earth . 

Plants such as the S I S  wi l l  only increase 

the like l ihood o f  our earth being hopelessly raped beyond 

repair . It is up to our generation now to see to it that 

our future generations are not left with the irrep��able 

damage weapon-grade plutonium can bring . 

Our children and a l l  our future generations 

have a right to grow up in this world and lead ful l ,  

happy, resourceful live s .  The manufacturing of 

weapon-grade plutonium to reinforce the Defense Department ' s  
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stockpile and turn resourceful l ives into nightmares . 

We must stop this deadly spira l here and now. 

It i s  only right that future generations 

have the same chance o f  growing and learning as we have 

had . Stop nuclear weapon growth now. Say no to S I S .  

MR . EIGUREN : Exhibit 6 7 9  in the record will 

be the written c omments of Kathie Wooten of Boise . 

( Exhibit No . 6 7 9  marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : There had been one name that 

10  had been d ropped from the preregistration list,  and that 

II was Dr . Jane Thompson . be l ieve she has a lready l e ft . 

1 2  So with t h a t ,  we ' ll move o n  to t h e  list o f  

1 3  those individuals who registered to speak at the beginning 

14 of this hearing which was held on Saturday . I have a 

15 list of 23 individual s .  We ' ll start with order No . 1 ,  

1 6  Alicia Fl inn . 

1 7  MS . FLINN : M y  name i s  Alicia Flinn , and 

18 I live here in Boise , and I am a s tudent at BSU . 

I am opposed to the construction of the S I S  

2 0  in Idaho or anywhere . 

21 At Sa turday I 5 hea ring I was accused by an 

22 S I S  supporter of being opposed to technology . Some of 

23 you might have seen this person , he was the one dressed a s  

2 4  Uncle Sam . He insinuated that my opposition to SIS meant 

25 that I was opposed to technology and , hence, therefore , 
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2 . 7 . 9  

5 . 2 7 . 1 0  

3 . 4  

10 

1 1  
1 2  

13 

I. 

. .  

1 6  

17  

.. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2. 

25 

somewhat unAmerican . I ' m not opposed to technology, but 

I believe it needs to be closely monitored . We just 

shouldn ' t  accept everything . 

Just as a speaker that testified earl ier 

differentiated between good jobs and bad jo�s ,  so we must 

discern between good technology, which I see as technology 

that benef i t s  all humankind , and bad technology, that 

which i s  inherently destructive . The S I S  represents the 

destructive technology . The promi sed economic effects 

will not be long-term nor will they be purely beneficia l .  

Above a l l ,  the project i s  not sensible , practica l ,  or 

l i fe-affirming . It i s  insan e ,  and that ' s  an understatement . 

As citi zens we are constantly, constantly 

today propagandized to believe that our national security, 

our way of l i f e ,  which I have yet to determine what that 

i s ,  is under attack by the Soviets . And i f  we in any way 

relax our nuclear build-up, Commi ' s  will invade our 

backyard -- a lso known as Central America -- and eventually 

invade the United States . Scare tactics such as this 

serve to terrorize some Amer ican cit izens into supporting 

pro j e ct s ,  such as the S I S ,  which are not in anyone ' s  best 

interests . Some of our e l ected officials are attempting 

to lead us down a path of fear that will only benef it our 

gigantic military industrial complex . We are not going 

to follow . 

2 2 5  
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Choose Option 4 o f  No Action . Idaho can 

do better by investing in projects that will enrich our 

l iv e s ,  rather than endanger them. 

Thank you. 

MR . E IGUREN: Exhibit No. 680 in the written 

record will be the written comments o f  Alicia Flinn of 

Boi s e ,  Idaho . 

( Exhibit No . 680 marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN: The next scheduled commenter 

10  is Richard Wrigh t .  Richard Wright . 

1 1  Move t o  order No . 3 ,  Pat Truman . 

12 M S .  TRUMAN: My name is Pat Truman , I live 

13  at 2 4 1 9  Pleasanton , Bois e .  

1 4  There are many Idahoans who are in favor 

15 of the Department of Energy ' s  choice of our state as the 

16 preferred site for the S I S  plutonium ref ining plan t .  

17  am puzzled with their stand . For now, disregard the fact 

1 8  that the U .  S .  a lready has enough nuclear weapons to 

19 maintain deterrence indefinitely with a 1 0 0-ton 

20 weapons-grade plutonium inventory.  For now,  also,  

21 d isregard the fact that the economic boost to Idaho would 

22 only last seven to e ight years -- then , a bust for those 

23 who had S I S  jobs . Do,  very carefu l l y ,  regard the fact 

24 that weapons-grade plutonium, pluton ium 2 3 9 ,  is an extremely 

25 hazardous radioactive material that remains active , that 
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8 2 5 5  

i s ,  dangerous, for 2 5 0 , 000 years . Idaho ' s  economic 

strongholds , tourism and agricultur e ,  would lie constantly 

under the threat, remote but very real , of ruin from an 

on-site or transportation accident involving plutonium or 

pluton ium-contaminated waste : Plutonium, ladies and 

gentlemen, causes cancer and genetic damage in people . 

Underline people . Idahoans and our western state neighbors 

would be the people living with the threat , hurt badly 

by an unnecessary intrusion into our l ives and our 

10 livelihoods by plutonium . 

1 1  I a m  not puzzled b y  the fact that there 

1 2  are Minnesotans and Texans and Rhode I slanders and New 

13 Yorkers ,  and even Washington, D . C . -ites who are in favor 

14 of SIS in Idaho. But Idahoans? I am one who believes that 

1 5  a new plutonium refinery shouldn ' t  be built anywhere in 

1 6  state or in our country, whose people and resources 

17 deserve much higher regard than what the SIS project 

" represents . 

19 Thank you . 

'0 MR . EIGUREN : The written comment s  of 

21 Pat Truman will be included in the record as Exhibit 68 1 .  

•• ( Exhibit No . 681 marked and entered . )  

.3 MR . EIGUREN: The next scheduled commenter 

24 is witness order 4 ,  Michael C .  Orr .  

• s MR . ORR : My name is Michael Orr. I live 
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at 1 3 1 6  North 8th in Boise . I oppose the Special Isotope 

Separator project because of the lack of need for 

plutonium and because of the public health and safety 

risks involved . 

Concerning need : The "need " for SIS is 

not adequately defined in the Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement .  In the DEIS the need for more plutonium is 

based primarily on the nuc lear weapons stockpile 

memorandum , which is a class ified document . This means 

10 that the people are not al lowed to determine if there 

11 is a need for this highly-toxic substanc e .  Instead, 

1 2  are put in a pOSition of having to place blind trust in 

13 the Department of Energy that this need for plutonium 

14 actually exist s .  I do not care t o  put blind trust i n  many 

15 people I know, much less in the DOE, which has a 

16 we l l -established record of environmental contamination . 

17 Also, the United States has more nuclear 

1 8  weapons than we ' l l ever need to destroy any enemy. 

19 submit that the need for more pluton ium simply does not 

20 exist . 

.1 Concerning safety and public health : These 

22 concerns are ill addressed in the DEIS . Plutonium, with 

23 its extreme toxicity , ;  requires the absolute safety with 

24 handling , transportation, processing and waste disposal 

25 techniques . 
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3 . 2 . 1 6 

3 . 2 . 1 8 

2 . 1 l . 2  

2 . 3  

Transportation and handling safety are 

hardly addressed at all , and i t  is proposed that waste 

be disposed of at an uncompleted site that a lready has 

developed leak s .  

Accidents a r e  bound to occur, but the DEI S 

gives only very -- considers only very optimistic 

scenarios . Possible accidents are given cavalier treatment 

and summarily brushed aside . DOE has a record of 

environmental contamination at several of its sites . The 

10 DEIS states that the operation of the proposed SIS would 

1 1  be "consistent with DOE ' s  practice for other production 

1 2  facilitie s . "  One may therefore as sume that the level of 

13 additional environmental contamination at INEL would rise 

1 4  considerabl y .  

1 5  The DOE has no public accountabi lity for 

16 the safe operation of its facilities or regulations 

1 7 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2. 

internal . This is not acceptable conflict of interest 

with potential dangerous impl ications for public hea l t h .  

In closing, t h e  relentlessly upbeat tone 

of the DEIS gives me the impression that the conclusions 

needed to support DOE ' s  preferred alternative were 

formulated first and then the data and analysis needed to 

support these conclusions were coll ected and performed 

sometime later . 

Finally, the DEIS contains a disclaimer 
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which absolves DOE of any respon sibility for anyth ing 

reported or stated in the DEI S .  That means that this 

entire document i s  essentially meaningles s .  

I s ubmit that any agency that will not take 

the responsibility for its own DEIS is scarcely capable 

of responsibly constructing and operating a project with 

as many potential hazardS as the S I S .  

Support the N o  Action Alternative . 

MR.  EIGUREN : We ' l l move to commenter order 

10 No . 5 ,  Kim Lewis . Kim Lewis . 

11 Order 6 ,  Michael Beatty. Michael Beatty? 

1 2  Order 7 ,  Nathan Lundquist . 

13  MR . LUNDQUIST : My name is Nathan Lundquist . 

14 I l ive at 4 1 1  South 4th Street in Bo ise,  Idaho . 

15 The experts say tha t ,  like, the SIS is like 

1 6  safe . Wel l ,  the experts say March 1 s t ,  1 9 54 , that when 

17 they blew up the Bravo hydrogen bomb in the Marshall I s l ands 

1 8  that it was safe . But 290 Japanes e ,  Polynesian s ,  and 

19 American servicemen were radiated seriously and the 

20 Polynesians lost their islands because this island was 

21 radiated for thousands of years . Oops ! That ' s  what they 

22 said . 

23 Okay. Between 1957 and 19 6 1 ,  thousands of 

24 u .  S .  servicemen were, like, lined up in trenches and 

25 marched through, like, Ground Zero , through the bomb 
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testing grounds in Nevada , and thousands and thousands of 

U. S. servicemen were radiated and came down with 

leukemia and cancer . And the U .  S .  government and the 

DOE said , "Oh , oops . I ' m  sorry, we can ' t  give you any 

money . " 

On March 1 1 ,  1 9 5 8 ,  a bomb accidentally 

fell out of a U. S .  Air Force airplane on a routine, like , 

servic e ,  like , deployment ,  fall ing on March Flats , South 

Dakota . ( si c )  The bomb d idn ' t  explode, but the detonator 

10  exploded, throwing plutonium all over the plac e .  And the 

11 U .  S .  government said, "Oops . Darn . We ' re sorry . "  

12 Oka y .  January 3rd, 1 9 6 1 ,  what McClure and 

13  Syrnms says is a very safe,  a dramatically safe area behind 

14 INEL, three workers were killed in an explosion at the 

15 SLI-l ( s ic ) nuc lear reactor, where , like , it was so 

16 radiated they had to,  like , chop off parts of bodies of 

17 the workers and bury them, along with the ambulances 

11  they were carried in where they buried the rest o f ,  like , 

19 the nuclear waste s ,  because they were so radioactive . 

20 "Whoops , darn , " the government said . "Gee , I guess they ' re 

21 too radioactive . "  

22 In 1 9 7 7 , a truck carrying radioactive 

23 substance known as Yellowbrick 2 2 5  overturned a highway 

24 in Colorad o .  The local authorities showed u p  t o  clean it 

25 up, without protection to wear, or protection-wearing stuff, 
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and they cleaned it up . Of course , they all came down 

with cancer and stuff later on , but they said, "Darn . "  

But the people ,  like , know what they ' re doing realize if 

that would have been plutonium , the area would have been 

radioactive for millions and millions of years . "Oh, darn , "  

says the governmen t .  

Oka y .  Now i n  1 9 6 6  t h e  Enrico Fermi atomic 

power station outside of Detroit , like, they almost had a 

9 melt -down . Within minutes they almost had a melt-down 

10  which would have resulted in wiping out a l l  of Michigan 

11 and Detroit, and the government says , " Oh ,  it was just 

1 2  human error . "  Like, humans don ' t  build those nuclear 

1 3  reactors and, l ike , I came up with this whole scen e .  "Oh, 

1 4  darn . "  

1 5  When it comes to me , l ike , there ' s  n o  moral 

16  question about the S I S .  The S I S  is just as moral as rape 

17 is or child molestation . There is no question . I mean 

11  the S I S  is evi l ,  plutonium is evi l .  I t ' s  a highly 

19  radioactive , dangerous substance which is volatile and 

20 that will wipe out the human race in the arms race . There ' s  

2 1  question about i t .  We don ' t  need any SIS in Idaho . 

22 They say , " Oh ,  we need the SIS for jobs . "  

23 We don ' t  need the S I S  for jobs, just as 

24 much as we need to,  maybe , start a l it t l e ,  like , 

25 concentration camp down , like, in Idaho Falls,  like , where 
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we can just bring in minoritie s .  Dachau and Auschwi tz 

created jobs , but that doesn ' t  mean it ' s  right . SIS is 

a bad thing . As far as I ' m concerned, SIS is tota l ly 

an irrelevant thing in the American econom� . We don ' t  

need plutonium . We already have enough . Like , we need 

enough . We don ' t  need i t  in the f irst place . Plutonium 

is dange rous . We already have enough bombs to totally 

destroy the earth six times ove r .  I t ' s  like , w e  need to 

do , like - - okay . We de stroy the world six times ove r .  

10  That killS humanity . So let ' s  kill the cockroaches , too . 

11 No , n o ,  no . I don ' t  think that ' s  righ t .  

1 2  

1 3  

1 4 

I S  

I. 

17  

1 8  

1 9  

20 

21 

22 

23 

We don ' t  need S I S . I say no S I S .  I Bay 

no to fea r .  I say no to hate . I say no nuclear bombs . 

MR . EIGUREN : Exhibit 682 will be the 

written comments of Nathan Lundquist of Boise . 

( Exhibit No . 6 8 2  marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN : Our next scheduled commenter 

is Deanna Thiebe rt . 

683 . 

We ' l l mark your written comments as Exhibit 

( Exhibit No . 683 marked and entered . )  

MS . THIEBERT: I ' m  up here to talk about my 

kid . I ' m seven months pregnant right now, and I want to 

24 be able to bring my kid around to Idaho and show him - -

25 THE REPORTER : I can ' t  hear you . 
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mike? 

8 2 58 

MR . EIGUREN : Would you speak up into the 

MS . THIEBERT: I want to be able to bring 

my kid all around Idaho and show him what it ' s  l ike, you 

know, give him the -- I don ' t  know . I just -- no S I S .  

I don ' t  know . That ' s  i t .  

M R .  EIGUREN : Order N o . 9 ,  Bryan DuFoss e .  

MR. DUFOSSE:  M y  name is Bryan DuFosse . 

I live at l 5 l7� Division Stree t ,  Boise . And I ' m a student 

10 at Boise State University. I ' m receiving a degree in 

11 environmental health . And I recently finished a research 

1 2  paper on the S I S ,  and everything has been said that needs 

13 

14 

15  

I. 

1 7  

18 

19 

20 

21 

to be said about it . But I didn ' t  find anything -- there ' s  

nothing that justifies the project . I don ' t  think there ' s  

anything . And once I get my degre e ,  I ' m sure that this 

pro j ect,  if it were to go through,  the waste that would be 

generated would be enough to give me a job for many years . 

But I am going to turn d own that j ob .  

Transportat ion risk alone , when I was reading 

a book, it ' s  called Radiation on Human Health, by John & 

Dee Gotham , and in it the guy said " 20 . 8  mic rograms 

22 �ll right.; the plutonium that ' s  going to be transported 

23 

24 

2S 

f rom Hanford is going to be coming up as a powder,  

pluton ium oxid e .  And Dr . Gotham said that 20 . 8  micrograms 

like this plutonium is enough to , will cause 100 percent 
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incidence o f  cancer . 20 . 8  microgram s ,  that ' s  just a 

l ittle bit . I mean very l ittle . 

I just wanted to go on record that I am 

adamantly against the S I S  proj ect . I ' m totally against 

the construction or operation of i t  in Idaho or anywhere . 

MR . EIGUREN: Mr . DuFosse has presented 

to me a written comment from Marie Luke of Boise , and 

we ' l l mark that as Exhibit No . 684 and inc lude it in the 

record . 

( Exhibit No . 684 marked and entered . )  

MR . EIGUREN: The next scheduled commenter 

is John Barringer .  John Barringer? 

Advance to order 1 1 ,  Lori Carriveau . 

14 Carriveau? 

u MS . CARRIVEAU : Very good . I ' m 

16 Lori Carriveau . would l ike to thank you for the 

17 opportunity to speak . I live at 1050 Laredo Circle , 

18 Bois e ,  Idaho . I ' m here today to speak against the S I S .  

19 And I had to stay, even though I have a head cold , because 

20 

21 

22 

I don ' t  have anyone to represent me in Washington . So 

I ' m here to represent mysel f .  

O n  three issues I have the most concern : 

23 The first one is safety . Anyone who has driven the 

24 mountain roads of Idaho knows that they are very unsafe . 

25 Anyone who has been in mountain bars in Idaho knows what 
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kind of people travel on those roads . And I would be 

terrified to death if I was driving the van or the truck 

that had nuclear waste in it , I would be terrified to 

death to have that job. I f  I don ' t  want that job, who 

am I going to wish it on ? 

We have earthquakes in Idaho and we ' ve 

a l l  been scared by the earthquakes .  Wel l ,  think how 

much more scary that would be if we thought every time 

the earth rumbled we could blow up.  

10 The aquifer contamination is another issue . 

1 1  No one can make sure that that water is going to stay 

1'2 clean and fresh for us to drink and bathe in i t .  That 

13  concerns me also . 

14 The economic issu e .  Idaho ' s  economy 

15 depends on agriculture and tourism .  The jobs that would 

16 be created by our S I S  would not help our farmers who 

17 could not sell their radioactive potatoes . It wouldn ' t  

1 8  help our tourism industry because no one would be coming 

19 to Idaho anymore � 

20 The nuclear plant jobs I think exploit the 

21 workers who would work at a nuclear plant . In order to 

22 get a job there you would have to have so much misinformatio 

'23 to even walk in the doors and want to work there and risk 

your health and your l ife . You may be suicida l . I think 

'25 that it takes advantage of the undereducated , and think 
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maybe that ' s  why education i s  not getting the funding 

that it need s .  We need uneducated workers to work in 

nuclear power plants . I say that because I ' m a special 

education teacher, and I don ' t  want any of my students 

thinking that these jobs are going to be something that 

they want to aspire to . 

The other point that I would like to 

make is I would like to speak from a moral sense , is that 

none of these jobs would be something that I want my 

10 son to work in , and I don ' t  wish them on anyone else . 

11 I don ' t  think any of you could wish that your offspring 

1 2  would work at any of these nuclear places where they could 

13 get cance r ,  could endanger their live s .  

1 4  That ' s  my posit ion on this SIS plan t .  

1 5  Thank you f o r  letting m e  speak . 

16 MR . EIGUREN : Lori Carriveau ' S  written 

17 statement was previously marked as Exhibit 670 and 

18 included in the record . .  

1 9  We are at witness order No . 1 2 ,  Dan Pilotte . 

'0 MR . P I LOTTE : My name is Dan Pilott e ,  and 

21 I live at 1 7 08 Broxo.n, Boi s e ,  Idaho . I want to go on 

'2'2 record as being against the construction of the SIS in 

'23 Arco, Idaho; in Richland , Washington; Aiken, South Carolina ; 

'24 or anywhere for that matte r .  

25 I went to school in Boise , and I left to 
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attend college . I got a teaching degree , and I came back 

to Boise . I didn ' t  come back to Idaho because of the 

great amount of money that they pay me for teaching here,  

but I came back because I like our mountains , and our 

desert s ,  and our aquifers . 

During the last four years I have taught 

in Idaho ' s  public schools , three of those years were 

at the e l ementary leve l ,  and I am now teaching special 

education at the high school leve l . 

I work daily with children and adolescent s ,  

1 1  and I am concerned with their future , with their children ' s  

1 2  future , and with a l l  of our futures here in Idaho if the 

13 S I S  is a l l owed to be built at the INEL . 

14 I have a l ittle story that I want to tell 

1 5  you, and I think some of you have already heard it . I t ' s  

1 6  something that happened in southeastern Idaho two years 

17  ago , and I think it is relevant to what is happening there 

1 8  right now. 

19  In the spring of 1986 a group of people 

20 from Hol lywood , California , showed up in southeastern 

21 Idaho to check out the terrain of that portion of our 

'22 state , to ascertain whether or not it would be conducive 

'23 to the fi lming of a movie based on a chi Idren ' s cartoon 

'24 called "He-Man and the Masters of the Universe . "  This 

25 cartoon has in it an evil character named "Skeletor" who 
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resides· at a fortress called " Snake Mountain . "  These 

Hollywood people wanted to construct Skeletor ' s  Snake 

Mountain , complete with man-made volcanoes , which would 

burn piles of old tires in order to create the image of 

actual l ive volcanoes . 

In September of 1 9 8 6 ,  the Hol lywood people 

decided not to film the movie in Idaho, and instead 

opted to film the movie elsewher e ,  even though it was 

much more expens ive to go elsewhere to f ilm this movie . 

10  On the front page of The Idaho Statesman 

11 on September 9th,  1986 , they ran an article about the 

12 decision of the moviemakers to pul l out of Idaho, and one 

13 of the main reasons for this decis ion was the difficulty 

14 they were having to obtain permission to create smoke 

15 by burning tires . 

, .  Now, i n  t h e  spring of 1 98 8 ,  a group o f  

1 7  people from the Department of Energy a r e  in southeastern 

1 8  Idaho to ascertain whether or not it would be conducive 

19 to the making of a pro ject , which could be called "Reagan 

20 and the Masters of the Universe . "  In this project there 

21 i s ,  in their eye s ,  a benevolent character named "Plutonium , " 

22 and they want to construct a fortress for this character 

23 called the Special I sotope Separator . 

5 . 1 2 . 1 24 These East Coast people want to construct 

25 th is fortress over our Snake River Aquifer , complete with 
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their man-made volcanoes , which will burn something 

2 5 0 , 000 years more toxic than rubber tires . 

We stopped them onc e ,  Idaho; we can stop 

them again . 

I urge you, ladies and gentlemen , to say 

no S I S .  

MR . EIGUREN: The written comments o f  

Dan Pilotte w i l l  be included i n  the record as Exhibit 

No . 68 5 .  

10  ( Exhbit No . 685 marked and entered . )  

1 1  MR . EIGUREN : We ' l l advance t o  order 1 3 ,  

12 Jeff Swans trum . 

1 3  MR . SWANSTRUM : My name is Je ff Swanstrum . 

I reside at 7 2 3  Pierce , Boi s e ,  Idaho . I ' m here tonight 

15 to speak for l ichen s ,  coyote s ,  lava rocks and sagebrush . 

16 I ' m afraid they could not come because they are all 

1 7  keeping v i g i l  i n  t h e  Arco desert . I ' ve grown tired of 

18 developers and politicians treating the desert as if it 

19 were a wasteland . The desert is alive ,  just l ike you 

20 and I .  We wouldn ' t  put the S I S  out here on Main Stree t .  

21 Don ' t  put it out on jackrabbits ' Main Street,  the Arco 

desert . No hearings were scheduled for the fish and 

23 four-I eggeds . How arrogant can we be to decide the future 

24 for a l l  critters living in the environment . I tell you , 

25 we cannot continue to do so . If you want to see a real 
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wasteland, flip through photos o f  Hiroshima . If you 

want to see real beauty, see the Areo de sert . INEL is 

already a bl ight on the desert ; the SIS facility would 

only make it worse . 

MR . EIGUREN : The ind ividual at order 14 

on our l i s t ,  Roy Heberger ,  testified this afternoon . 

We now advance to order 1 5 ,  James Fease . 

MR . FEASE : My name is James Fease, I ' m 

18 years old,  and I can die for my country . I can smoke 

10 c igarettes until I drop. can jump off a I S-story 

1 1  

1 2  

building and splat all over the pavement . I can put a 

2 2 -caliber revolver up to my temple and pull the trigger . 

13 But I won ' t  do that . I have the r ight not to do that . 

14 I can ac�' pt a plutonium factory in my 

1 5  state , but I won ' t  do that either . It seems kind of 

1 6  absurd . want to l iv e ,  and I have that righ t .  

1 7  I was born and raised in Idaho, and from 

18 there I moved to Hawa i i ,  and from there to Alaska . Both 

,. places are beautiful , but I ' m back in Idaho . And for 

20 good reasons . I l ike the feeling of being able to look 

21 around my backyard and see some of the most beautiful 

22 country in the world . I should hope that my children 

23 will be able to see the same thing . 

24 If I let myself ignore this SIS plan, I 

25 don ' t  think I could ever look my children in the eyes . 
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think I ' d  be a l ittle bit too ashamed . 

2 I Idaho is too great to l itte r .  And I, as a 3 1 voter, as a citizen and as a human being am going to do 

everything in my power to make sure my children don ' t  grow 

up in a world o f  trash . 

And also,  l ik e ,  we have a l ittle song that 

we ' re going to play . 

MR . EIGUREN : The written comments of 

James Fease are Exhibit No . 686 . 

10 ( Exhibit No . 686 marked and entered . )  

1 1  MR . WOOD : We ' re kind o f  missing 

11 THE REPORTER : Can I have a name, please? 

13  MR . EIGUREN : State your name for the 

14 record , please . 

, .  MR . WOOD : M y  name i s  James Wood . We ' re 

16 kind of miss ing a guitarist here , so i t ' s  going to be a 

17 l ittle bit more d i f f icul t .  We ' d  appreciate -- I ' l l start 

'I off the beat as soon as he starts playing, and I would 

" I  l ike you a l l  to follow and sing along . 

20 ( Discussion was had off the record . )  

21 MR . EIGUREN: We ' l l go back on the record 

22 now . 

We will now advance to the next commenter , 

'M which is order No . 1 6 ,  Chris Isaac s .  Chris Isaac s .  

Commenter 1 7 ,  Bill Augustin e .  Bill Augustine? 
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No , 1 8 ,  Eric Jones . Eric Jones? 

Commenter 1 9 ,  Jason Brockett . 

MR . BROCKETT : I t ' s  pretty scary up here , 

MR . EIGUREN : Would you give your name for 

the record, plea se? 

MR.  BROCKETT : I ' m  Jason Brockett , and I 

reside at 1502 Rovian, Boi s e ,  Idaho , 

MR . EIGUREN : Thank you . 

MR . BROCKETT : Wel l ,  first off I ' m not up 

here to throw a bunch of technical data at you . I ' m 

here to make you think -- just think . I t ' s  simple enough . 

Did you know that plutonium was well named 

after Pluto, the god of death and the underworld? I ' m 

sorry, but I don ' t  want a god of death living in my state . 

I t ' s  just not right. Oeath i s  probably the farthest 

thing from my mind at my age . I ' m only 18 years old . 

I don ' t  know . 

Due to Idaho ' s  s implistic and uncompl icated 

nature we really haven ' t  had to think much about the 

dangers of a serious nuclear accident in our state -- I 

got lost . 

The U .  S .  alone already has enough nuclear 

warhead s ,  as has been said already, to destroy the world 

six times over. That ' s  a little too much power for my 
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10 
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taste s .  G e e  whi z .  Where a m  I now? 

Okay . We ' ll try this one on for size . 

The people in favor of the SIS project,  I don ' t  know, 

they just don ' t  seem to understand that acc idents can 

happen . A classic example is Chernoby l ,  in Russia . That 

accident k i l led hundreds of innocent people and seriously 

in jured many other s .  Just imagine a l l  the grief they 

went through and the grief we could go through . That ' s  

also just a little too much grief for my tastes . 

I don ' t  know. I ' m  an individua l ,  deeply 

concerned about the safety of my family, friends and 

1 2  fellow Idahoans ,  we shall call them . That is why I ' m 

13 saying just what everybody else is saying, just say no 

14 to the SIS pro jec t .  

15 MR . EIGUREN: The written comments of 

1 6  Jason Brockett will be put in the record as Exhibit No . 

17 6 8 7 . 

18 ( Exhibit No . 6 8 7  marked and entered . )  

1 9  MR . EIGUREN: Advance to t h e  20th order , 

20 Jeff Harry . 

21 MR . HARRY : My name is Jeff Harry, I live 

22 at 2 8 1 5  Woody Drive , Bo ise . I ' m here tonight to speak 

23 in opposit ion to the S I S .  I just want to tell you a l l  a 

24 personal story about my own background , and when I think 

25 about i t ,  it gives me Some real feel ings of deja VU e But 
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I grew up in York, Pennsylvania, which is a medium-sized 

city just south of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. And in the 

mid-�O ' s  I worked for the park system in York County, 

Pennsylvania . I spent a whole fall and winter out on a 

ridgetop overlooking the Susquehanna River . I t ' s  a 

beautiful river . And the land in Pennsylvania is nearly 

as beautiful as the land in Idaho . And I spent that 

winter working with a group of people that I liked and 

still do l ike,  building a park that was real low impact 

10 as far as the environment ,  giving people an opportunity 

11 for recreation in that area, place s ,  a place for people 

1 2  to come in the summertime to enjoy the outdoors , to get 

13  a real sense of themselves and a sense of the land a round 

14 them. And I have these images when I think back, of 

1 5  sitting on that ridgetop in the late winter, with the 

16 wind howling up along the ridge, and looking north along 

17 the Susquehanna River, and I have this image of this 

1 8  facility which is now known as Three Mile Is land . I t  

19 was known at that time as Three Mile I sland, although not 

20 too many people knew about i t .  I always have a sense 

21 that even though it looked so clean and s o ,  so harmless,  

22 that there were things about it that instinctually I 

23 didn ' t  like . And I get that same sense about the S I S ,  

24  because I have the s ame feel ing about the land in Idaho . 

25 This is my home . I ' ve l ived here for four years and 
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intend t o  be here for a lot more years, a lot more years . 

I don ' t  need a lot of technical information about why 

the SIS is good or bad , because I have a sense , an 

instinct, just by knowing where I l ive , the place where I 

l iv e ,  the land around me , and knowing that there is 

something evil about that fac ility, there is something 

evil about creating plutonium and creating nuclear 

weapons .  And, you know, I ' m going to stick by my instinct s , ! 
because I stuck by them in the mid-70 ' s , and I ' m going 

10 to stick by them in the late ' 80 ' s ,  because I think I ' m 

1 1  right again . I think people here tonight that are against 

1 2  the SIS are right again, and I think t ime will prove u s  

1 3  right . And I pray to God that they don ' t  create the S I S  

1 4  project here in Idaho or anywhere in this country . 

15  Thank you . 

16 MR . EIGUREN : Moving down the witness list 

to order No . 2 1 ,  Bette Carlson . Bette Carlson? 

MS . CARLSON : My name is Bette Carlson and 

19 I live at 2 8 1 5  Woody Drive . And I put this whole list 

,

20 together of reasons why I oppose the S I S :  environmentally, 

12 1  economically, and just all the t echn ical stuf f .  And then 

22 I thought about it more, and basically why I oppose the 

23 S I S  is on a moral bas i s .  I think that it is e v i l  and _ _  

2 4  i t ' s  the d ifference between good and evil , and I think 

25 the SIS is just perpetuating all the evil that we all have 
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inside of us . And I think -- and I ' d like to kind of give , 

maybe paraphrase Carl sa�en, who was speaking to some 

engineers down in Alabama that are working on star wars, 

and what he said is that "When does the question of 

moral responsibility come in related to jobs ? "  The 

Nazis were providing jobs , and I th ink we need to consider 

that here . 

The other, I just want to mention a l so that 

i f ,  if the -- if we ' re talking about jobs, I work in 

Human Services and I see folks everyday that are suffering , 

and it is surprising to me why our politicians will run 

to the opportunity to create jobs producing pluton ium , 

when constantiy they vote down money to come to Idaho to 

support human service s ,  to support poor children, poor 

familie s ,  people who don ' t  have adequate health care . 

And I ' m just amazed that, you know , they take this strong 

stand for jobs in Idaho to produce pluton ium and, yet ,  

they never take a strong stand o n  providing adequate 

child care for Idahoans ,  or adequate health care, anything 

l ike tha t .  And I j u s t  feel real strongly about that, 

and I ' m here to oppose the S I S .  

HR . EIGUREN : Exhibit 6 8 8  will b e  the 

written comment of Bette Carlson . 

( Exhibit No . 688 marked and entered . )  

HR . EIGUREN : Advance to order 2 2 ,  
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13 2 6 7  

Robert B .  Sutton . Robert B .  Sutton? 

place . 

Order No . 2 3 ,  Ed Bamberry . Ed Bamberry? 

MS . SPAIN : I ' m going to speak in his 

MR . E IGUREN : Fin e .  Your name and address 

for the record , please . 

M S .  SPAIN : My name is Stacy Spain , and I 

l ive at 1419 Manitou, Bo i s e ,  Idaho . 

I ' m going to tell a story . I read this 

10  about two weeks ago in Newsweek , so I guess it ' s  pretty 

1 1  topical . 

12 Soon after our war to become a nation, 

1 3  Ben j amin Franklin was visiting in England, and he was 

14 at a restaurant and saw a man, met a man who had just 

15 written a book entitled The Rise and Fal l  of the Roman 

1 6  He sent his compliments to the fellow and said, 

17  "Would you like to come and speak with me?" 

. .  And t h e  man , obviously, didn ' t  want to 

19  come and talk to 
·
h im .  

20 He sent a note back to him, saying, "Well ,  

2 1  I can understand tha t .  And when you want t o  start your 

22 notes on your next book, which should be The Rise Fall 

23 of the give me a c a l l ,  and I ' l l  give 

2. you some insight s . "  

2' It ' s  now time to start thinking about the 
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book The Rise and Fall of the American We are 

l iving in a time where America i s  on the skids and we 

can ' t  really expect America to be around for the next 

2 5 0 ,  000 years to take care of the problems
' 

they are 

creating now. 

I don ' t  want to leave a gift to those 

people who are going to be l iving in this geographical 

area , whether they call it America or not .  I don ' t  want 

to leave them the gift of our wa s t e ,  I don ' t  want to 

10 leave them the gift of our stupidity . 

1 1  

1 2  

I oppose S I S .  

MR.  EIGUREN : I would note for the record 

13 that I have gone through the list of both the preregistered 

1 4 speakers as well as speakers who s igned up at the door on 

15 Saturday to testify at this public hearing . Is there 

16 anybody in the room who was preregistered or s igned up 

17 at the door on Saturday that has not had the opportunity 

18 to comment ?  

1 9  Yes , s i r .  Step fdrward , please . Your 

20 name and address for the record, s ir .  

21  MR . CLIFFORD: My name is Kevin C lifford 

22 and I live at 1 4 5  West Idaho, in Boise . I am a doctor 

23 in Bois e ,  a physic ian . I ' m testifying tonight to urge 

24 the DOE to adopt the fourth alternative d i scussed in the 

25 Environmenta l Impact Statemen t .  
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22  

I would also l ike to discuss e s sentially 

economic and public health issues which were not covered 

adequately in the Environmental Impact Statement . 

Firstly, it ' s  ludicrous that basic social 

programs such as Medicare do not keep pace with inflat ion 

and increasing need, much less correct on-going 

deficiencies in these programs . And yet , in spite of 

the fact that our social programs are inadequat e ,  

in spite of the fact that w e  have a national debt that 

will take decades to correct, we ' re asked to spend 

another 800 million or so dollars for this project which 

is expensive and unnecessary and , in the ultimate 

analy s i s ,  part of the weapons production complex that 

threatens to extinguish l i fe on this planet . 

In assessing the socioeconomic impacts of 

the SIS project , the Draft EIS does not assess what 

happens when 800 to 900 mill ion dollars is diverted from 

other needy programs . Inadequate funding of social 

programs i s  not a trivial problem, and in the past year 

I have personally seen people die directly attributable 

to inadequate funding of medical care and other programs . 

Many of my patients cannot afford my services and 

23 medication, and I daily see costly , preventable ,  chronic 

24 diseases and suffering . 

25 The socioeconomic impact of diverting this 
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"much money from other programs is very rea l ,  and I think 

certainly has much of as much significance from a public 

health aspect as a lot of the other issues addressed in 

the Environmenta l Impact Statement . ( s i c )  

In accordance with NEPA, at least the 

financial savings of the No Action Alternative should be 

documented in the text of the EI S ,  and as the positive 

socioeconomic impacts of SIS on the local community are 

claimed, I think it ' s  only appropriate �o mention the 

adverse effects on the greater community , which is the 

country. 

The EIS as written is lack ( s ic )  in the 

area of waste disposal . Their concerns about the Waste 

Isolat ion Pilot Plant that have been discussed here , and 

that probably will not be in an operating mode for at 

least five years , possibly much longer, and I don ' t  want 

to discuss the WIPP.  However, the possibility remains 

that it will not be able to accept waste �rom the S I S ,  

and no provision f o r  t h i s  eventuality is mentioned in the 

EIS.  

I believe that that should be covered in 

the final statement as required under NEPA . Furthermore, 

even i f  a definitive waste site is available , there is no 

need for waste to remain on-site for as long as 3 0  years . 

The argument of a poss ible future need for these wastes 
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is not an adequate reason to keep these wastes at various 

locations across the country, especially for several 

decades . The duplic ity of storage sites in vaults not 

especially intended for long-term use raise the risk 

of, increase the risks of theft,  terrorism, accidents, 

catastrophes , unforeseen types . I feel the SIS project 

should not be al lowed to operate on the as sumption that 

a disposal site will arise . A definite disposal site 

should be available for the project to get its l icense, 

10 if it is to be licensed . 

1 1  An inadequate analysis i s  made o f  the 

1 2  impact of freon On the environment , according to a current 

13 NASA study which is currently underway on the ozone 

14 depletion . A depletion of one to four percent in the 

15 ozone layer will result in tens of thousands of skin 

16 cancers , not to mention a much higher incidence of 

17 skin-damaged skin -- sun-damaged skin. Excuse me . Others 

1 . bel i eve this one to four percent is a very dangerous 

19 underestimation. And already depletions over Antarctica 

20 and South America at times reach 50 percent in the ozone 

21 layer. Given th i s ,  the contribution of the 1 , 80 0  tons of 

22 freon estimated to be released from the SIS may be very 

23 real and has not been addressed . 

2. No analysis has been made in the DEIS of 

U the risk to human health secondary to terrorist attacks on 

2 5 2  
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1 5  

safe . secure transports o r  on the S I S  itself . Again, 

this is a very real risk that should be considered in the 

final statemen t .  

A word about risk analysis . When I was 

in medical school ,  I did a risk analysis on hazardous 

waste incineration pro jec t s .  And one of these steps in 

that analysis was the probability of a large storage tank 

collapsing . The storage tank was to be used to hold 

toxic waste . And the consensus among reviewers of the 

statement and people who made the statement was that one 

of these tanks would not collapse . The probability was 

so utterly rare, one in a million, one in a billion, 

something like tha t ,  that it was frequently ignored or 

discounted . And yet , we saw that happen this year in 

Pittsburgh , I believe it was , when all that diesel fuel 

1 6  went into the river, bypassing other sys tems to contain 

17 i t ,  which will back up systems in the unlikely event 

18 that tanks should collapse . 

19 Finally, a risk analysis by itself is 

20 meaningle s s ,  unless we weigh it against the bene fit . 

21 We ' re asked to accept and pay for an expensive project 

22 at a time of an over-extended budget which we do not need 

23 or wan t ,  which has inadequat e ,  undocumented health effects 

24 and increases the complexity of weapons production and, 

25 therefore, the opportunity for terrorism and acc ident . 

2 5 3  
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I t ' s  a prime example of a technology which will benefit 

only a few individuals and corporations at the expense of 

the rest of us . 

The last thing I have to say is I think 

that enough concerns have been raised concerning the 

Environmental Impact Statement, I think a lot of valid 

concerns , that prior to completion o f  a final statement 

we should have a chance to comment on revisions in the 

Environmental Impact Statement . 

Thank you . 

MR . EIGUREN : Thank you , Doctor . 

Is there anyone else who is registered to 

comment that has not had the opportunity to do so? 

That being the case , what I ' l l  do very 

briefly at this point for the record is indicate that 

we received a number of written comments . I will read 

these names into the record and assign exhibit numbers 

to them. 

Exhibit 621 will be Jane Foraker-Thompson . 

Exhibit 6 2 2  will be Robert C .  James . 

Exhibit 6 2 3  will be Eugene Spencer Smith . 

Exhibit 6 2 4  will be Edward Kobe . 

Exhibit 6 2 5  is Dennis Hal l .  

Exhibit 6 3 9 , Eric Brand t .  

Exhibit 6 4 0 ,  Warren Cornwall . 
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Exhibit 641 , Cathy Spofford . 

Exhibit 64 2 ,  John and Jane McGrew . 

Exhibit 643 , Laura Carson . 

Exhibit 644,  Ellie Kiser . 

Exhibit 645,  Katharine Yerrity and 

Paul Castrovillo . 

Exhibit 646,  Lisa Dennis . 

Exhibit 647 , Nancy Brossman . 

Exhibit 648, Constance Y .  Merrill . 

Exhibit 649 , Scott D .  Merrill . 

Exhibit 6 5 0 ,  Barbara Skotte . 

Exhibit 6 5 1 , Abigail J .  Thomson . 

Exhibit 6 5 2 ,  Jack L .  Taylor . 

Exhibit 6 5 3 ,  Kathy Wren . 

Exhibit 668,  Don Kemper . 

16 669 , Mark Kruskopf . 

17 With tha t ,  ladies and gentlemen __ 1 1 m 

sorry, would you ple�s e  bring

. 

those forward? 

19 What we ' l l do 15 go ahead and mark these 

20 ten addi tiona! one s .  But before tha t ,  I will go ahead 

21 I ' m going to go ahead and formally close this public 

22 meeting on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for 

the S I S  project here in Boise . We ' re formally closing the 

24 hearing at 1 1 : 30 p . m .  on the 29th day of March . 

, 25 Thank you for your patience and attention . 
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Good night . 

( Exhibits Nos . 6 2 1  through 625,  

6 3 9  through 653,  and 668 through 669 marked and entered . )  

( Hearing ad j ourned at 1 1 : 30 p . m . ) 
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REPORTER ' S  CERT IFICATE 

STATE OF I DAHO 
S S .  

county o f  Ada 

I ,  FRANK P. C ICCARELLO, a Notary Publ ic in 

and for the State of Idaho, do hereby certify : 

That the foregoing hearing was t.aken down 

by me in shorthand at the time and place therein named 

and thereafter reduced to typewriting under my direction , 

and that the foregoing transcript contains a ful l ,  true 

and verbatim record of the said hearing; 

I further certify that I have no interest 

in the event of the action . 

WITNESS my hand and seal this 7th day of 

,:.,. · . ,-�t .--, / /  
.J:j . 

,.,//- ,-e� 
Notary Public in and for the State 
of Idaho, residing in Bois e ,  Idaho . 
My commission expires 1 1 / 9 3 . 
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P R O  C E E D I N  G S 

THE HEARING OFFIC E R :  Good af ternoo n ,  ladies 

and gentleme n .  I w i l l  now forma l l y  commence this public 

hearing concerning the review o f  the Draft Environmental 

Statemen t  relative to the United S tates Depart-

ment of Energy ' s  proposed Special Isotope Separation 

Proj ect . This proceeding is o f f ic i a l l y  des ignated as  

the Idaho Falls , Idaho , publ i c  hearing on Department 

of  Energy Document 00E/EI 5 - 0 1 3 6 ,  held on the 25th day 

of March, 1 9 8 8 ,  and commencing at 2 : 0 0 p . m .  in the 

a f ternoo n .  

M y  name i s  ROy Eiguren . I am the Hearing 

O f f i cer for this and the subsequent public hearings 

15  held to receive comment on the Draft Environmental 

18 S tatement for the proposed s it ing , construction , 

17 and operation b y  the Department of Energy of a Special 

18  Isotope Separation proj e c t  util i z i ng the Atomic Vapor 

19 Laser I sotope Separation Process Technology . w i l l  

20 refer to this a nd subsequent proceedings as the DOE ' s  

21 DEIS Public Hearings on the S I S  Proj ect � 

22 I am a n  attorney engaged in private practice 

23 in Boi s e ,  Idaho . have been retained by the Department 

24 of Energy to conduct th i s  series of publ i c  hearings as  

25  an independent and unbiased party to assure the 

opportunity for a l l  interes ted organizations and 

individuals to comment on the D E I S .  According l y ,  I am 

not an advocate for or against the proposed position 

taken b y  the Department o f  Energy i n  this matte r .  

I am a neutral th ird party who has coordinated the 

developme n t  o f  the procedures to be followed in the 

conduct o f  these hearings and,  who w i l l  a l so conduct 

the hearings themselves . 

The i s s ue that is the subject of this pro-

10 ceeding i s  the Department ' s  propo s a l  to s i t e ,  construct 

11  and operate an S I S  facility a t  one of  three locations 

12  in the united States - the DOE ' s  Idaho National Engineer 

13 ing Laboratory near Idaho Fal l s ;  the DOE ' S  Hanford 

14  Reservation near Richland , Washingto n ;  or , the DOE ' s  

15 Savannah River Plant near Aike n ,  South Caro l i na .  E ach 

18 of these three s i tes i s  des ignated as an alternative 

17  that is considered i n  the Draft E I S .  The fourth and 

18 f i na l  a lternative under conside ration in the D E I S  is 

19 the No Action Al ternative , which would be a Departmental 

20 decision not to site , construct and operate an S I S  

2 1  f a c i l ity . A s  s t ated i n  the DEI S ,  t h e  Departme nt ' s  

n preferred a l ternative is to s ite , construct and operate 

� the S I S  pro j ec t  at the Idaho National Engineering 

24 Laborator y .  

21 To put this hearing in perspective , it is 
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taken by the Department of Energy in this matter. Rather

Savannah River Plant near Aiken, South Carolina. Each

of these three sites is designated as an alternative

decision not to site, construct and operate an SIS

facility. As stated in the DEIS, the Department's

preferred alternative is to site, construct and operate

the SIS project at the Idaho National Engineering

To put this hearing in perspective, it is
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important that a l l  of  you understand the key e l ements 

of the federal law that requires that the Department ' s  

f inal decis ion i n  this matter b e  p receded b y  a compre-

hensive review of  the environmental factors associated 

with each o f  the alternatives being considered b y  the 

Department . The National Envi ronmental Pol icy Act of 

1 9 6 9 , Pub l ic Law 9 1 -9 1 0 ,  general ly known as  NEPA , re

quires that all  f ederal agencies aeveiop procedures 

that ensur�, " That envi ronmental amenities or values 

are given appropriate consideration in ( federal govern-

ment ) decis ion-making a long w i th technical considera-

t ions . "  Th i s  law also requires that , " Recommendations 

for ma j o r  federal actions s igni f i cantly a f fecting the 

qua l i t y  of  the human environment " be first preceded b y  

t h e  development and comp l e t ion of  an Environmental 

Impact S tatement or E I S ,  that f u l l y  and care f u l l y  

examines the potential environmental impact s  of  the 

proposed federal action . 

The Department of Energy has determ i ned 

that its  proposed action i n  s i t ing , constructing and 

operati ng an SIS plant i s  a major federal action tha t ,  

under NEPA, requires t h e  development and completion o f  

23 E I S .  Accord i ng l y , b y  the pUblication o n  October 3 1 ,  

u o f  a Notice of  I ntent t o  Prepare a n  E I S  and the 

� ( Sl F R3 9 7 6 S ) , the Department of  Energy 

commenced the process that has led to the development 

and publication o f  the Draft Environmental 

Statement that i s  the sub j ect of  this hearing . The 

D E I S  was prepared b y  the Departme n t ,  with the ass istance 

o f  a n  i ndependent contracto r ,  NUS Corporation , after an 

extensive process of  receiving public comment through 

the " scop i n g "  or i n i t i a l  input phase of this EIS  

'8 
development proceeding . During the scopin g ,  public 

comment on the scope o r  magni tude o f  issues to be 

10 
address ed i n  the EIS was rece ived , as  well as  spec i f i c  

1 1  comment on particular issues themselves . Scoping 

12 i nc luded the receipt of extensive written publ i c  

13 as well as oral comment f rom two lengthy public meetings 

14 or hearings - one held in I daho Fall s ,  Idaho on 

15 February 2 4 ,  1 9 8 7 ,  and in Bois e ,  o n  February 2 6 ,  1 9 8 7 .  

18  As a result o f  the input received during 

1 7  s coping , the following i ssues w e r e  analyzed in t h e  D E I S  

1 8  relative to each o f  the al ternatives identi f ied above : 

19 No . 1 ,  o f f - s ite general popu l a t ion radio-

20 logical and nonradiological e f f ects resul t i ng f rom 

21 potential a c c idents at a n  S I S  f a c i l i t y .  

22 No . 2 ,  the e f fects on the general popula-

23 tion f rom em i s s ions o f  radiological and nonradiological 

U releases caused by normal operations of an S I S  facil i t y .  

2S No . 2 ,  exposure of operating personnel to 
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an Accordingly, by the publication on October 31,
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radiological sources and nonradiological releases 

during normal operations of  an  SIS fac il ity . 

No . 4 ,  i ncremental d i f ferences in environ-

mental impacts between operation o f  the existing 

chemical proces s i ng facil it i es and the proposed action 

and alternatives . 

No . 5 ,  e f fects on a i r  quality and other 

environmental consequences during construct ion and 

operation of  an SIS facility . 

10 No . 6 ,  cumul a t ive e f f�cts of operations 

11  o f  such a f a c i l i t y ,  i nc luding changes in  support opera-

12 t ions r e l ated to i t .  

1 3  No . 7 ,  on-site a n d  o f f -s it e  transportation 

14 impacts of nucl e ar mater ials . 

15 Issue 8 ,  an analysis of appl icabl e  federa l , 

18 state , and local regulations appl ication to the con-

17  s t ruct ion and operation of  a n  SIS p l a n t .  

1 8  I ssue No . 9 J  decontam ination a n d  de-

19 commissioning i s sue s .  

� No . 1 0 ,  irretrievable and irreversible 

21 commitment of  resources in  the use o f  l and , mater i al s ,  

n scarce and strategic mate r i a l s J  fuels  and other re-

n sources related to the construction and operation of an 

24 S I S  f a c i l ity . 

� Issue 1 1 ,  m i t igation measures necessary to 
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1 1  
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respond to the environmental consequences a s sociated 

with each o f  the a l ternat ives . 

The E I S  preparation and review process is 

governed by f ederal regulations establ ished by the 

Council  on Environmental Quality or CEQ , wh ich is an 

agency within the executive o f f ice of  the Pres ident of  

the United States and the Department of  Energy ' s  own 

guideline s .  The Counc i l  and environmental quality 

regul a tions are found at 40  Federal Regulations Part 1 5 0  

through 1 5 0 8 .  The DOE guidel ines are found a t  4 5  

Federal Reg ister 2 0 6 9 4 .  These regulat ions and guide-

l ines have been previou s l y  marked b y  me as  Exhibit 1 

and will  be i ntroduced i nto the formal record of this 

proceeding . 

The rel evant CEQ reg u l a t ions require that , 

"After preparing a Dra f t  Environmental S tatement 

a nd b e fore preparing a f inal Environmental 

a federal agency must f irst obtain the 

comme nts o f  ( 1 )  any federal agency which has j urisdic-

t ion by law or speci a l  expertise with respect to any 

env ironmental impact and ( 2 )  request the comments of  

appropriate s tate and local  agencies which develop and 

enforce environmental standard s ,  obtain comment from 

Indian tribes and the pub l ic ,  w i th particular obliga-

t ion to a f f irmatively s o l i c i t  comments from persons or 
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organizat ions who may be interested or a f f ected by the 

proposed federal decision � Pub l ic meetings or hearings 

are to b e  held where the Department determines that , 

" Substantial envi ronmenta l controversy concerning the 

proposed action" exists .  According l y ,  today ' s  and the 

f o l lowing publ i c  hearings are b e ing held pursuant to 

these regulations to receive publ i c ,  Indian tribe and 

governmental comment on the various i s sues ident ified 

i n  the DEI S .  Notice of  these publ ic hearings was 

10 provided i n  Federal not ices dated February 1 9 ,  

1 1  1 9 8 8  ( 5 3 FR5 0 3 2 )  and o n  March 4 .  1 9 8 8  ( 5 3FR7 2 2 7 ) . Add ition 

12 pub l ic notice was provided through publ ication in 

13 numerous news papers throughout the S tat e .  T h e  Fede ral 

14 no tice s ,  the text of  the newspaper notices and 

15 the publ icat ion dates of  each , have been marked as 

16 Exhibi t  2 in  this proceeding and w i l l  be introduced by 

17 me at this time for the record . 

18 Pub l i c  comment on the Draft E I S  w i l l  be 

19 received through this and subs equent hearings held 

20 tomorrow and next week in Boise and Twin Fal l s .  wri tten 

21 comment , which receives the same weight and considera-

22 t ion b y  the Department in  this proceeding , may be 

n submitted by the publ i c  to me today and at the subse-

� quent meetings , or maybe mailed to C l a y  N i chol s ,  S I S  

� Proj ect Manage r ,  at the addre ss we w i l l  provide to you 

10 

1 1  

1 2  

13 

14 

15  

16 

17 

18 

19 

2Q 

in the back of the room . The c lose of comment for t h i s  

particular proceeding i s  Apri l  2 1 ,  1 9 8 8 .  I f  y o u  p l a n  

t o  provide written comme n t ,  y o u  m u s t  d o  so by t h a t  date . 

Oral and written comment w i l l  be compiled into a 

comprehensive record that w i l l  be considered by the 

Department in making its  f i na l  deci s i on.  

The CEQ regulations provide that , " Comments 

on an Environmental Sta tement or on a proposed 

action s ha l l  be as spec i f ic as  possible and may address 

the adequacy of the statement or the merits of  the 

a l ternatives or both . "  A l t hough the Department has 

determined that certain i s sues , such as the need for 

an SIS proj ect , are beyond the scope of  this SIS  pro-

ceeding , I w i l l  a l low comment o n  that issue , as wel l  as  

other i s sues rel ated to this pro j ect that the individual 

commentors feel are r e levant . However,  as the Hearing 

O f f icer , I do reserve the right to ask commentors to 

keep their com�ents re l evant to the subject matter o f  

t h i s  proceeding when I determine necessary t o  d o  so . 

After reviewing the record and this proces s ,  

2 1  the Department may choose to mod if y ,  suppl ement or re-

22 is sue the D E I S  prior to i s suing a fi na l  E I S .  I t  may 

n also choose to issue the DEIS  as we l l  as the f inal E I S  

� mod i f ication.  A record o f  decis ion , which w i l l  

� released with the f inal  E I S , wil l ident i f y  the 
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envi ronmentally  preferred a l ternative chosen by the 

Department along with any practicable means to avoi d  or 

m inimi ze environmental harm f rom the a l ternatives 

selected . The Department ,  as a matter of  federal regula 

tion,  cannot proceed with its proposed action until a 

minimum of ] 0  days has passed from the date of issuance 

of the f inal EIS and record o f  dec i s ion . At our current 

}schedu les , the Department o f  Energy intends to issue a 

f inal EIS and a record of dec i s ion in Augu s t  of t h i s  

10 ye ar . 

1 1  T o  govern t h e  conduct o f  t h i s  a n d  t h e  sub-

12 sequent pub l i c  hearings i n  this proceeding , developed 

13 several procedures in consultation with the Department 

14 of Energy s t a f f , a s  we l l  as  the representatives o f  publi 

15 i nterest groups who either have participated in the 

18 scoping meet ings or who have indicated a w i l l ingness to 

17 and parti c i pate i n  these hear ings , as  well .  Thes 

18 procedures were f i na l i z e d  yesterda y , March 2 4 ,  1 9 8 8  and 

� d istributed to i nterested parties along with l is t s  of  

� organizational representatives and individuals who 

21 had registered to comment a t  these hearings prior to 

n March 1 8 ,  1 9 8 8 , the deadl ine set for the c lose of pre-

23 registration.  These procedures have been marked as  

24 Exhibit 3 and are submi tted for the record by me a t  

� t h i s  time . In addition to that , I have previous l y  

1 1  

submitted f o r  t h e  record Exh i b i t  No . 4 ,  which is a 

compl ete recitation of a l l  DOE pub l i c  involvement 

activ i t i e s  related to the development of the DEI S .  

A t  this pOi n t , ladies and gentleme n ,  

wou l d  l ike t o  turn t e  t h e  procedure rules w e  a r e  gOing 

to fol low tod a y .  These rules have been posted a t  the 

back of  the room . They were a l so provided to the 

various organ i z at ion representat i ves yesterd a y .  The s e  

r u l e s  are s i mp l e , and I ' m g o i n g  through them quick l y ,  

10 
and if there are any particular quest ions , i ndividuals 

1 1  may res pond t o  tho s e :  

12 Other than my opening statement and a s ide 

13  f rom the remarks this evening o f  M r .  Troy Wad e ,  

1 4  As s i s t ant Secre tary of  Energy for Defense Programs , the 

15 w i l l  not be other opening remarks by the Department 

How-,. of Energy or its contractors in these p roceeding s .  

1 7  ever , I ' d l ike t o  reference the fact that senior DOE 

18 staf f ,  I bel ieve Mr. Don Ofte , who is the Idaho Opera-

19 tions O f f i c e r  for the Department i s  w i th us  and will  

be attend ing t h i s  and s ubsequent meeting s .  

21 Secondly , comments in these proceedi ngs 

and s ubsequent proceedings w i l l  be rece ived in the 

23 following orde r :  Elected and appointed federa l ,  state 

24 and local government o f f i c i a l s  make their comments 

25 f i rs t ;  second l y ,  that w i l l  be f o l l owed by 
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of nationa l , state , and local organizations who are 

part icipating in these proceedings ; thre e ,  following 

that we w i l l  receive comments by members o f  the pub l i c  

who preregi stered to speak prior t o  t h e  end o f  business 

on March 1 8 t h ,  which was the close o f  preregi s trat i o n .  

The order o f  p u b l i c  commentaries w a s  randomly chosen 

by computer,  and the list o f  commentors has been pro-

vided to those o f  you who care to receive it  previou s l y .  

I n  add i t ion t o  that , members o f  t h e  puh l i c  who regi s tere 

at the door o f  this hearing, as  well as sub sequent 

hearing s ,  w i l l  be accommodated to the extent possib l e .  

Organ i z at ional representatives and o f f i c i a l s  

w i l l  be a l lowed ten minutes for o r a l  comment . In-

d ividua l s  will b e  al lowed f ive minute s .  I w i l l  b e  the 

score keeper or time keeper , and in order to a s s i s t  

you in p l a nn ing y o u r  t ime , w e  have a s ignal device u p  

here . For o rganizat iona l representatives at nine 

minutes i nto your presentat ion , I wi l l  turn on the 

g reen light , which means you have one minute to go and 

at the end of tha t  t ime I will turn on the red l ight . 

The same for individuals , at t h e  end of four minutes I 

w i l l  turn on the green l i g h t ,  and when the t ime i s  

expired , I will t u r n  on t h e  r e d  l ight . After t h a t  I 

w i l l  t hrow you o f f  t h e  stage . 

Due to the significant amount of commentors 
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who have regi s t ered to s peak , I w i l l  ask you to strictly  

adhere to t hese guid e l i ne s .  

I a l s o  s t rongly encourage speakers to 

submit their s tatements in writing i f  they have those .  

Written and oral s tatements w i l l  receive the same we ight 

and consideration in the record . If you woul d  bring 

those forward with you , we will include those in the 

record as  an  exhib i t . 

Speaker l i s t s  are posted in the back of the 

room and give approx imate t imes when you a re to speak . 

As your turn approache s ,  please come forward to the 

stag i ng area out here that ' s  been provided f o r  you . 

What I ' l l do i s  c a l l  the speaker that ' s  u p ,  and then 

the next two s peakers that would be up after t ha t .  

To accommodate t h e  exceptional number o f  

individual s  who have requested to provide oral comment 

and given the Department of Energy ' s  continued comm i t -

m e n t  to al low a l l  interested individuals and organiza-

tions the opportunity to meaningfully comment i n  this 

E I S  development proceeding , the Department determined 

that this evening ' s  Idaho Falls hearing and tomorrow ' s  

Boise hearing w i l l  recess a t  1 1 � O O p . m .  each evening 

and will resume a t  2 � O O  p . m .  and 7 : 00 p . m .  respect ively 

on t h e  fol lowing dates and places : In  Bo i s e ,  Tuesda y,  

March 2 9  a t  the Red  Lion Riverside;  Idaho Fal l s ,  
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Wednesda y ,  March 3 0th , back here at university P l ace . 

Any individual who preregistered to comment 

a t  this  or any other hearing or who reg i s tered a t  the 

door a t  this or any other hearing , and has not had the 

opportunity to comment b y  1 1 : 0 0  p . m .  this evening or 

subsequent evenings w i l l  automat ical l y  be given the 

opportunity to comment a t  either of the subsequent 

continuations o f  these hearings , either Boise or here . 

Regi strations w i l l  not be a l lowed at the door at the 

continuat ion o f  these hearings . 

Quest ions may be sub�itted in writing on 

forms provided by the Department in the back of the 

room. We do have forms avai l ab l e .  I f  you have a 

quest ion you would l ike to ask the Departme n t ,  please 

write i t  o u t ,  and there are folks here who will c o l l ect 

those and answer will be provided at a l ater date to 

your questions , and a l l  ques tions and answers w i l l  be 

i nc luded in the hearing record . 

Finall y ,  in terms of the rules and pro-

cedure s ,  I would l ike to indicate that we will not a l l ow 

combining of speaking time s . Your speaking time is 

your opportunity to comment , and we ' l l give you the 

f u l l f ive minute s .  

Charts and other visual aids a r e  a l lowed 

if they can b e  made a part of  the public record and are 
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not disruptive . S et-up t ime for putting up your c harts 

will be taken f rom your s peaking t ime . We have people 

here who would be glad to assist you as you move for-

ward to use t hose sorts of  material s .  

Final l y ,  and most important l y ,  this i s  a 

record proceed i n g .  Everything that is said here today 

and subsequent hearings i s  being recorded by a Court 

Reporter here in the front of  the room . According l y ,  

in  order for h e r  t o  maintain a comp lete and concise 

record,  I need to have everyone who comments come to the 

podium to make your comments ,  speak c l ea r l y  in the 

microphone a fter first  g iving your name and address 

for the record . 

As I s a y ,  i f  you have fUrther que stions o r  

comments about a n y  o f  t h e  procedures , there a r e  a 

number of individual s  in the back of the room f rom the 

Department who can respond to tho se , and as  we take 

breaks throughout the course of the meeting , I w i l l  

a l s o  be ava i l abl� to respond t o  a n y  questions y o u  may 

have . 

At t h i s  point in t ime , l adies and gentlemen 

I woul d  l ike to go ahead and forma l l y  begin our l i s t  of 

commentors . I t ' s  my p leasure and privil ege to introduce 

our f i r s t  commentor toda y ,  the Governor of the State of 

Idaho , C e c i l  Andrus . 
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I would like to go ahead and formally begin our list of

It's my pleasure and privilege to introduce
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GOVERNOR ANDRUS : Thank you . Thank you 

very muc h ,  Mr w Eiguren , members of  the hear ing pane l ,  

ladies and gentleme n .  For the record , my name is 

Cecil Andrus . I ' m  the Governor of the State of I daho , 

and I apprec iate the opportun i t y  to comment on the 

Draft Environmental Statement f o r  t h e  Depa rtment 

of  Energy 1 s  proposed Special Isotope separation Pro j ect . 

Just as a D r a f t  EIS  is pre l imi n a r y ,  90 are 

my conc lusions and comments about the �roj ect . The 

complex ity o f  the technology involved i n  the SIS re-

quires all of  us to a n a l y z e  the pro j ect ca refu l l y .  We 

all have more a n a l y s i s  to undertake concerning this 

pro j ec t . That is  what this hearing process i s  all abou 

I encou rage the pub l ic d i a l ogue that you , Mr. Eigure n ,  

have s e t  forth in your instructions that t h e  public 

w i l l  have every opportun i ty to comment . I bel ieve that 

process i s  heal thy for our State . 

Let me begin by saying that whi l e  1 1 m  eager 

for the Envi ronmental  Statement p rocess to work , 

I have been on record for a long time as being a 

supporter of the S I S  Proj ect . 

I do have some que s t ions , howev e r .  My 

concerns f a l l  i nto two c ategorie s : The health and 

safety of  Idaho workers and res idents , and the clean l i -

� ness of the natural env ironment in which we l ive . I n  

1 7  Andrus 

other wo rd s , Mr . Eiguren , I look forward to the economic 

boost the Project represents , but I am not i nterested -

and I don ' t  think any Idahoan is - - in a pro j ect that 

will pose a health or envi ronmenta l threa t .  

Now before I .  discuss in  detail  m y  views o f  

several aspects of  t h e  Pro j ect , l e t  m e  s a y  that I do 

not see it  as my role to engage in the national pol icy 

debate over whether we need more weapon-grade p lutonium 

or the mo ral i ssues a s so c i a ted with nuclear weapons and 

10 
warfare . 

1 1  Al l o f  us , I a m  confiden t ,  seek a nucl e a r  

1 2  weapons free world . But ,  u n t i l  that is poss i b l e ,  a nd 

13 I hope that is pos s i b l e  soo n ,  we mus t maintain a nuc lear 

14 dete rrent a s  part o f  our national d e f e n s e .  

l S  But , ultimate l y ,  the pol ic y  questions about 

16 defense and weapons s ys tems , while of c r i t i c a l  concern 

17  to e ach o f  us , are proper l y  decided b y  Congress a nd the 

18 President o f  the united state s . Thos e  are nat ional 

19 issue s ,  those a re not state issues . 

20 At the state leve l ,  my concerns a s  an 

2 1  el ected o f f ic i a l  mus t  focus on the h e a l t h  and safety 

n Idahoans a n d  the c l eanliness o f  o u r  a i r ,  wate r ,  and 

23 With that d i s tinction i n  mind , l e t  me address 

� some of the quest ions presented by the D r aft  E I S  con-

25 cerning h e a l th and safety and our env ironme n t . 
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Our state a g e n c i e s  are reviewing the E I S , 

and they w i l l  address some questions about the Pro j e c t  

i n  more deta i l .  A pane l of  agency directors w i l l  pre-

sent preliminary oral t e s t imony a t  the hearings in  

Bo i s e  tomorrow , and agencies will  submit more deta iled 

written comments b e f o re the April 21st  deadl i n e . Gen-

e ra l l y ,  our observations fall  into the fol lowing 

categories : 

1 .  The State o f  I daho must have as surances 

10 that it w i l l  b e  a f u l l  partner i n  on-site  a nd o f f - s i t e  

1 1  monitoring o f  environmental a n d  health impacts when 

12  the Pro j ect is buil t .  This  i nvolves t h e  maximum pos s i b l  

1 3  pub l i c  disclosure and the cooperation with state and 

,. local agencies within the l imitations o f  l e g i t imate 

1 5  n a t ional s ecurity res triction s .  

,. 2 .  The State o f  Idaho must have federal 

1 7  a s s i stance i n  emergency p l a n n i n g l  training , and d i s a s t er 

,. response . The S I S  Pro j ec t  w i l l  increase state responsi-

, .  b i l ity for health and s a f e t y ,  and we must have the 

20 t echnical and financial  a s s i stance f rom the Department 

21 of E nergy in meeting those responsibi li t i e s . 

22 3 .  The S I S  Pro j ect i s  o f  such magnitude 

n and importance that the Department of Energy must con-

� s ider work i n g  with a state e s tablished permanent over-

25 s it e  comm i ss i o n ,  which w i l l  enable the State to b e  a 
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f u l l  partner i n  managing the potential hea l th and 

envi ronme n t a l  consequences of  the pro j ect . 

4 .  The State of Idaho needs as surances 

that the SIS P ro j e ct will not trans form the INEL Site 

i nto a " d e facto"  nucle a r  waste dump. As Governor in 

1 9 7 1  the Department of Energy a ss ured me that buried 

wastes at INEL wou ld b e  removed . Tho s e  wastes  are s t i l l  

t h e r e .  I understand the r e a s o n s  for t h a t  s i tuat ion ,  

and I know that a perman e n t  waste d i s posal solution i s ,  

i n  f act , being  develope d .  

I a l so understand that there w i l l  b e  a 

normal f low of fuel  grade plutonium into the S I S  

fac i l ity a n d  a n  out-f low o f  weapon grade plutonium 

product and a byproduct of waste . But we are not 

i nterested i n  a pro j ec t  that develops into a permanent 

was te s torage f a c i l ity . P e rmanent waste s torage a t  

that S i t e  i s  n o t  acceptab l e  to me , and am convinced 

i t  is unacceptable to most Idahoans . 

I am confiden t  that the Department of Energy 

c a n  addre s s  these concerns and the more spec i f ic 

that our state agencies will rais e .  I know that they 

have the capab i l ity o f  responding in answer to our 

question s .  

� Once assured that our workers and residents 

� w i l l  be s a f e  and our env ironmen t  w i l l  not be fouled , 
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I want the construction s tarted and operation begun a s  

s o o n  a s  pos s i b l e , because t h e  S I S  P ro j ec t  i s  a cruc ial  

opportun i t y  for the economy o f  Eastern Idaho and the 

economy o f  the entire Stat e . 

Now during the f ive-year construction pha se , 

we w i l l  we lcome the hundreds of construction and support 

j ob s  and the m i l l io n s  of  d o l l a r s  the payrol l s  � nd 

supplemental expenditures that w i l l  be pumped i n to our 

economy _ When the pro j ec t  i s  operationa l ,  we w i l l  

10 we lcome the more than 4 0 0  o n - s i t e  jobs and the more 

1 1  than 6 0 0  i ndirect j ob s  that w i l l  b e  created i n  the regie 

12  But perhaps most importan t ,  we wi l l  look forward to 

13  expanding the INEL facility as a " high-tech" magnet 

14  for growth and development o f  a technolo g i c a l l �  based 

15 i ndustry in optics , lasers , and e l ectronic s . Th i s  i s  

I am 16 the kind o f  diversification our economy n e ed s .  

1 7  convinced w e  must broaden our economic base beyond our 

18  tradit ional resource industries to enable u s  to compete 

19  with other states throughout the world i n  the high 

20 technology arena that exi s ts i n  our word . These are 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

the reasons , Mr . Eiguren , that I support the S I S  

pro j ec t .  

I thank you f o r  o f f e r i n g  m e  thi s 

to speak . I look forward to work ing with the Department 

of  Energy in establ ishing a full partnership in the 
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management o f  the P ro j ec t ' s  impacts , both real  and 

potent ia l .  If Congre s s  decides to fund constructi o n  of  

an  S I S ,  and i f  DOE wants i t  i n  I daho , we can , i n  fact , 

cooperate i n  a way that w i l l  al low our national i n-

terests to be s e rved whi l e  I daho ' s  economy prospers 

s a f e l y  and cleanl y .  

And I thank you very much f o r  l e t t i ng me 

testify with you . I ' d  better get it right s i d e  u p .  

T H E  HEARING OFF ICER : Thank you , Governor 

Andrus . Our next scheduled commentor is the Congres sman 

from the Second D i s t ri c t  of  I daho , the Honorable 

Richard Stal l ings . 

REPRESENTATIVE STAL L INGS : Thank you very 

much,  M r .  Eiguren . I ' m  Congres sman Sta ll ings from the 

Second D i s trict , and I am here tOday to pa rtic ipate in 

this hea r i n g .  I certainly congratul ate the Department 

of Energy in the pro c e s s  that they are abou t .  This is 

something that i s  extremely important to all o f  u s  i n  

the State . 

Governor Andru s ,  Mr . Oft e ,  e l ected 

commu n i t y  leaders , and a l l  interested Idahoans . 

appreciate the opportu n i t y  to t e s t i fy today on an i s sue 

o f  vital importance to the State o f  Idaho and the Idaho 

National Engi nee ri n g  Laboratory , the proposed Special 

I s o tope Separation Pro j e c t .  
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During t h i s  past year I have heard from 

or met w i t h  many individuals  a nd groups who are 

i nterested in t h i s  Proj ect and the pote n t i a l  impact on 

our Sta t e .  

Throughout the debate o n  t h i s  i s s u e , I have 

tried to promote a fair and open proces s .  A candid 

discussion o f  the Pro j ec t  and thoughtful  review of  

the Draft Environmental Statement are very much 

in  the publ i c  interest .  

At t h i s  t ime , I woul d  a l so l i ke t o  compl imen 

the INEL o f f i c ia l s  for their e f forts in responding to 

tough que stions and important concerns that have b e e n  

raised a b o u t  the S I S  P ro j e c t .  

A s  a membe r  of  t h e  Hous e  Scienc e , Spac e , 

and Technology Comm i t te e ,  I apprec iate the opportunity 

to work c l o s e ly with I N E L  of f i c i a l s  on issues such a s  

S I S ,  wh i c h  w i l l  bene f i t  our State . 

After caref u l l y  reviewing the Environmental 

Statement and considering p ub l ic comments , 

f e e l  the S I S  fac i l ity i s  both n e ed ed and i s  s a f e . 

Furthermore , I b e l ieve the m a j o r i t y  of Idaho ' s  c it i z ens 

support the pro j ec t .  I t  i s  cost e f f ective a n d  w i l l  

provide need ed f lexib i l i t y  i n  our country ' s  plutonium 

24 product i o n  capab i l it y .  I would l i ke t o  take a few 

� m inutes to talk about several important i s sues that 

23 S t a l l i n g s  
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have b e e n  ra i s ed about t h i s  pro j ect . 

The Idaho National Engineer ing Laboratory 

is one o f  our State ' s  f i n e s t  resources and should 

continue to play a n  important role in our economic wel l -

b e i ng . 

P romot ing t h i s  growth and s tab il ity at the 

I N E L  i s  one o f  my top priori t i e s .  T h i s  $ 9 3 7  m i l l ion 

Proj ect has a tremendous pot e n t i a l  to enhance our 

State ' s  economic development and cou l d  create exc it i ng 

new opportun ities  i n  l a s e r  technolog i e s . 

The S I S  Proj ect woul d  create new jobs and 

improve the region ' s  economy . For i n s tance , i t  i s  

e s t imated t h a t  the Pro j ec t  w i l l  require about 4 0 0  

construction workers and c reate 7 5 0  permanent j ob s  i n  

the area when i t  goes into production i n  the mid 1 9 9 0 ' s .  

The Pro j ec t ' s  annual operating cost i s  e s t imated at 

$54 m i l l i o n , a f igure that wou l d  have a s i g n i ficant 

impact on I daho ' s  economy . 

A s i g n i f icant s p i n o f f  of the S I S  l a s e r  

complex w i l l  b e  a n  opportun i t y  for d e velopment of  sma l l  

b u s i n e s s e s  to supply equ i pment i n i t i a l l y  u s e d  i n  con-

s truction and then consumed during the regul a r  operation 

o f  the l a s er fac i l ity . 

The equipment and other hardwar e  that coul d  

b e  provided b y  sma l l  compan i e s  o r  g e n e rate regional 

24 Stall ings 
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b u s i ne s s  opportunit ies include laser t ubes ,  optic s , 

h igh temperature f urnaces , robotic s y s tems , and other 

materials that are e s s ential to t he operation of  the 

laser system . 

The P r o j e c t  truly could put Idaho at the 

l e ad i ng edge of l a s e r  technology . At the completion 

o f  the seven to e ight-year SIS  missio n ,  there are 

s everal potential jobs that could b e  performed by the 

f a c i l it y .  

Howeve r ,  we m u s t  not l o o k  s o l e l y  at the 

economic impacts of  the P ro j ec t . What are the potential 

e f fects o n  air quality and the Snake River Aqu i f e r ?  

W h a t  about public s a f ety , w a s t e  manageme n t ,  and trans-

portation ? 

As an elected publ ic o f f ic i a l , I have a 

respon s i b i l ity to make sure the S I S  facil ity is safe 

and does not threaten our State ' s  environmental quality.  

After d i s c u s s ing these issues with many 

people and a careful review of  the E I S ,  I am convinced 

that there are no s ig n i f icant publ ic health r i s k s , 

environmental impact s ,  t ransportation probl ems , or 

safety concerns a ssociated with the Projec t .  

While I share everyone ' s  concern that 

public safety and e nv i ronme ntal protection cannot be 

compromised , I b e l ieve the I NEL has a long history of  

2 5  S t a l l ings 
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safe and r e s ponsible management of their nuclear 

I have great conf ide nce that they will be able to con-

struct and operate the f a c i l ity in a s a f e  and environ-

menta l l y  acceptable manne r .  

Now l e t  m e  mention brie f l y  the issue  o f  our 

nat ion ' s  need for plutonium. There have been important 

questions raised about our future need for plutonium 

to meet our d e f e nse related need s .  I t  is important t o  

poi n t  o u t  that both t he production capacity o f  t h e  S I S  

P ro j ec t  a n d  t h e  need f o r  weapons grade plutonium are 

clas s i f i e d .  The Draft EIS does not addre s s  either 

The nation ' s  requirement for plutonium and other 

special n u c l e a r  mate r i a l s  are determined j o intly by the 

Departme nt of  Defense and the Department of Energy and 

are based upon a variety of  factors . The s e  requirements 

are documented i n  the Nuclear Stockpi l e  Memorandum , 

17 which i s  c l a s s i f ie d .  T h e  Stock p i l e  Memorandum i s  for-

16 warded for the P resident ' s  approval by way of  the 

19 National Security Counc il . 

20 The f unding required to supply the required 

21 p l u s  the fund i ng for any new f a c i l it i e s  is 

22 provided by Congre s s . The Energy Departme nt is respon-

23 s ib l e  for the constructio n  and operation of the 

U f a c i l i t i e s  necessary to meet the material requirement s .  

25 The current Stockpile requireme nts provide 
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the flexibil ity i n  the short-term to permit the shut-

down o f  the N Reactor a t  Hanford . The N Reactor shut-

dow n ,  the reduced power l imitat ions of  the production 

reactors at Savannah River ,  and the inabi l i ty to pre-

diet t he plutonium needs in the mid 1 9 9 0 ' s ,  make the 

SIS facil ity very important to our nation ' s  defense  

r e l ated needs . 

The INEL has long b e e n  a defense rel a ted 

s i te , starting i n  the 1 9 4 0 ' s  with the Navy b a l l istics  

testing prog ram. The  Naval Reactor Facility has b e e n  

a training ground f o r  n u c l e a r  N a v y  personne l .  

I n  addi t io n , the Chemical Proces s i ng P l a n t ' s  

m i s s ion i s  to recover u ra n i um f rom government-owned 

reactor cores . The Rad ioact ive Waste Management Complex 

i s  storing transuranic waste f rom weapons production 

proce s s e s . 

Dur ing the 1 9 5 0 ' s ,  the S ite ' s  defense-

r e l ated funding was approximately 80 percent o f  the 

budget . During the 1 9 6 0 ' s ,  it was about 6 5  perce n t . 

In the 1 9 7 0 ' s ,  defense-related projects were o n l y  about 

40 percent . During this t im e , INEL was more involved 

i n  a l t e rn ate energy programs because of  the nation ' s  

o i l  embargo crisis . Final l y ,  during the 1 9 8 0 ' s ,  many 

o f  the a l ternate e nergy programs have been reduced as  

the Federal Government redirects its  prioritie s . 
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the defense-rel ated programs continue at about 5 5  

percent of  t h e  funds a t  t h e  INEL . 

While I recognize the important role that 

INEL plays i n  defense-re l ated programs , I also b el i e v e  

t h a t  t h e  l aboratory mus t  m a i n t a i n  a diverse and 

balanced mix of  research and development activit i e s . 

The primary m i s s ion should not b ecome defense ori ente d .  

That is why I have worked hard t o  promote several non-

defense p ro j ects i ncluding the Superconducting Super 

Coll ider and a cancer treatment p rogram c a l l ed the 

Boron Neutron Capture Therapy . 

In closing , the propo sed S I S  Pro j ec t  o f f ers  

Idaho an important economic development opportunity 

and will benefit many local commun ities . I believe 

the Pro j ec t  i s  s a f e , needed , and cost effective.  

I t  a l so of fers exc iting new opportun it ies 

i n  laser technology spinoffs . F i n a l l y ,  I b e l i ev e  there 

is s trong pub l ic support to b u i l d  it in Idaho . 

Once aga i n ,  I appreciate the opportunity to 

� be here today and am look ing forward to hearing f rom 

21 many of today ' s  witne s s e s . Thank you .  

22 THE HEARING OFFICER: Thank you , Congressman 

23 I would now l ike to introduce the Mayor of the C i t y  of  

24 Idaho Fal l s , Thomas Campb el l ,  who w i l l  be followed b y  

25 the Mayor of S t .  Antho n y .  
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Mayor Campbel l ?  

MAYOR CAMPBELL : Thank you very much for 

a l lowing me to t e s t i f y .  I ' m h e r e  today to make a very 

short , but I think a very important s tatement as to the 

o f f i c i a l  position o f  the elected o f f ic i a l s  i n  I d a ho F a l l  

I am t h e  Mayor of  Idaho Fal l s ,  and I have 

with me a resol u t io n  in support of  the S I S .  This 

resolution has been s igned by me and by each Counc i l m a n  

individual l y .  

b e l ieve o u r  Counc i l  i s  a good representa-

tion o f  the people .  They ' re not connected w i th the 

nucl ear indu s tr y .  They ' re n o t  newcomers ; t h e y  d o  not 

represent outside interests ; they are pioneer fam i l i e s  

i n  o u r  commun i t y .  They ' ve b e e n  e l e c t e d  a n d  re-el ected 

many time s ,  because they are good repre se ntatives , a nd 

we feel  as the Mayor and Council  that the S I S  shou l d  

17  b e  built a t  the INEL . 

16 Our c i t y  has been preparing for many years 

19 for increased a c t i v ity at the INE L .  W e  wel come the 

� growth which may accompany this P r o j e c t . We have 

21 our sewer system to accommodate a r e s idential 

n popu l ation of 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  peopl e .  We have meticulou s l y  

n a water system , s y s temat i c a l ly replaci n g  o l d  

� and adding a new we l l  for  e a c h  square mile  o f  

25 U e  have our own e l e c t r i c  u t i l i ty , a 
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f i rm cont.rac.t w.i.tt.. Bonnev.:i l l c  Power fO'r o;ur £u.ture 

needs:. 

We have a mod e r n  and convenient library , 

r e c reation faci l i t ies , and l and u s e  plans made by 

pro f e s sional peopl e .  Our studies  show that inside o f  

our city limits , there are room for 8 , 0 0 0  people wi thout 

ever expandi n g  the bounda r i e s  of  our c ity . 

We ' re not j u s t  a nother sma l l  town . We a r e  

a commu n i t y  o f  peop l e  w h o  h a v e  been aware t h a t  a proj e c t  

o f  t h i s  nature might come to t h e  I N E L  some day , and we ' v  

made ourselves read y .  We support the S I S ;  we need i t ;  

a n d ,  w e  want i t  a t  the I N E L .  That i s  o u r  o f f ic ial  

pos i t i o n ,  and I thank you for the opportunity to pre-

sent i t . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Thank you , M r .  Mayo r .  

I ' d  l ike t o  point o u t  f o r  t h e  record that the o f f ic ial  

written commen t s  o f  Governor Andrus and Congres sman 

S t a l l ings have b e e n  marked as exhibi t s .  Mr . Andrus ' 

comments are Exhibit No . and Congres sman Sta l l ings ' 

20 comments are Exhibit No . 6 .  

21 Mayor Campb el l ,  do you have a resolutio n  

22 you want to g i v e  to me ? 

23 

24 

25 

MAYOR CAMPBELL : Yes .  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  I f  you ' l l g ive that 

to the Reporte r ,  s i r ,  we ' l l mark that as Exhi b i t  No . 7 .  
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A t  t h i s  t ime I ' d l ik e  to c a l l  the Mayor o f  

the C ity of  S t .  Anthony ,  Merril l  Rose .  I s  the Mayor 

here ? Apparen t l y  �e ' s  not .  Pass ing him over , a t  t h i s  

p o i n t  I ' d  l ike to c a l l  C lyde B u r t e n s h a w ,  a memb e r  of  

the Bonnevi l l e  County Comm i s s io n . 

COMM I S S I ON E R  B U RTENSHAW ; I am Chairman of  

the Board of  Bonnev i l l e  County Commi s sioners , 605  North 

Capital Avenu e ,  here in Idaho F a l l s ,  Idaho . 

Ove r  a year ago , i n  our letter of February 

1 9 8 7 ,  to the local S I S  Pro j ec t  Manager , the Board o f  

Bonne v i l l e  County Comm i s s ioners un'a n imou s l y  conf i rmed 

our support and s trongly recommended that the Special 

I sotope Separation P l a n t  b e  located a t  the INEL . We 

rea f f irm that s trong s uppo r t  here today . 

I n  order to s tand b e f ore you and state that 

the Comm i s s ioners o f  Bonnev i l l e  County are i n  f u l l  

s upport o f  the S I S  P r o j e c t  i n  E a s t e r n  Idaho , we must 

take i nto consideratio n  the views of  all the people 

19 we repres e n t .  A n y  b a l ance s h e e t  divides t h e  deb i t s  

� a nd the credit s ,  then s trikes a b a l a nc e . Doing t h i s  

2 1  a c l ear pictur e  of  the actual s ituation and 

22  s ta n d .  

23 First  I would l ike to stress  the P reambl e  to 

� Cons titution:  ft We the people of  the United States , 

25 order t o  form a mor e  perfect Union , estab l i s h  j us t i c e  
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e n sure domes t i c  tranqu il i ty , provide for the common 

d e f e n s e , promote the general wel fare , and s ecure the 

b l e s s ings of  l i berty to ou r s elves  and our posterity 

do ordain and establ ish th i s  Con s t i t u t ion of  the United 

S tates of America . "  I n  noting this ,  I emphas i z e  

" ensuring dome stic tranqu i l i t y ,  providing f o r  the 

common d e f e n s e , and promoting the general we l fare " .  

The value o f  S I S '  regional and s tate 

economic impact has been c l e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h e d .  During 

the peak construction there w i l l  b e  4 4 0  jobs created . 

And t h i s  does n ' t  even take into consideration a l l  of  

the s upport i n g  j ob s . 

Supporting technology w i l l  greatly enhance 

activity a t  Eastern Idaho Vo-Tech Schoo l ,  I daho State 

University and their departmen t s , the I daho I n novation 

Center here in  Idaho Falls a nd other incubator programs 

throughout the State . 

A wide spectrum of S I S  support fac i l i t i e s  

w i l l  r a n g e  f rom food s e r v i c e  to roboti c s  a n d  compute r  

programs . New i ndustry w i l l  b e  spawned right here i n  

our State . 

The l a s e r  technology that w i l l  be used w i l l  

p u t  Eastern Idaho o n  the leading e d g e  of  technical 

developmen t  for the whol e  n a t i o n .  

F i na l l y ,  and of  paramount importance , w e  
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feel that utmost considera t i o n  should b e  given to the 

underlying reason for this P r o j e c t  which is  to con-

tribute to this nation ' s  n a tional secur i t y .  

Therefore , we t h r e e  Comm i s s ioners of  

Bonnev i l l e  County , C l i f ford B.  Lon g , A .  Wylie S n a r r ,  

and I ,  w i s h  t o  g o  on record a g a i n  today as  b e i n g  i n  

f u l l  support of  the S I S  P r o j e c t  f o r  E a s t e r n  Idaho a n d  

t h e  Department of  Energy . 

Thank you for t h i s  opportunity . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Thank you ,  Commiss ione 

We ' l l i nc l ude as  Exh i b i t  No . 8 in the record your formal 

s tateme n t .  

At this t ime I would l ik e  t o  c a l l  Dr . Thomas 

Cochra n ,  of the National Resource De fense Counc i l .  

M R .  COCHRAN : Governor Andrus , Congressman 

S t a l l ings , Mr . Eigure n ,  DOE o f f i c i a l s ,  ladies and 

gentlemen . I ' m very pleased to b e  here i n  this  great 

State o f  I daho , and I ' m very honored that you are w i l l  in 

to l i sten to a long-haired rad i c a l  out of state s c i e n t i s  

l ik e  mysel f  who doesn ' t  agree with some o f  t h e  previous 

21 speakers .. 

22 By way of background , I received my Ph . D  

23 in physics through an Atomic Energy Commis s ioner schol ar 

� ship , spent a couple years serving in the Navy , s everal 

� the Energy Research Advi sory Board as a n  advisor to 

3 3  Cochran 

the Secretary o f  Energy of  the Reagan and Carter 

Administra t ion s , and have written several books on 

nuclear weapons the DOE w i l l  not permit i t s  contractors 

to quote i n  a n  unc l a s s i f ied document . 

d i sagree respe c t f u l l y  with DOE on the 

pos i t ion that the i s s u e  of  need i s  not part o f  t h i s  7 . 1 1 

process . M r .  Dan Reiche r ,  who w i l l  speak n ex t ,  w i l l  

address t h a t  l e g a l  i s su e  whether t h a t  dec i s ion is 

correct .  

10 In my t e s timony here today , I want to say 

1 1  f ir s t  that there i s  n o  rational national security or 4 . 1 5 . 4  
12 economic j us t i f i c a t io n  for construc t i ng a p l u tonium 

13 enrichment plant in Idaho or, in f ac t , anyplace in the 

14 U n ited States a t  this t ime . And , Governor , I know 

15 I understood your pos i t ion i n  your o f ficial  capacity 

16  that you thought i t  was not your pos i t ion to comment on 

17  the need i s s u e ,  but I don ' t  think you are advocat i n g  

18 your private respons i b i l ity to ensure that d e c i s ions 

19 made in  Washingto n ,  D . C .  are made on the b a si s  of  

20 rational economic and n a tional security reasons . And so 

21 I speak to you and the others as a private c i t i z en to 

n address this issue  of need . 

23 The reason this fac i l i ty is not n eeded f i rs t  5 . 2 . 1 0 
� a l l  is i t  i s  a n  e x i s ti ng technology c al l ed b l e nd i n g , 

� does exact l y  the same th ing . I t ' s  s imp l e r ,  and 
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it ' s  cheap e r ,  and i t ' s  in existence right now, and i t ' s  

s imply a means by which one takes very pure p lutonium 

produced at the Savannah River Reactor and mixes i t  as 

i f  i n  a Mix Master in plutonium from Hanford to make 

weapon grade p l u tonium . 

Secondly , it ' s  not needed because when the 

Reagan - - actual l y  the l a s t  year of the Carter 

Adm i n i s t ration and the first years of  the Reagan 

Admi n i stratio n ,  they were looking at the large increase 

i n  the s tockpile of nuclear weapon construc t io n  of the 

MX warhead and other warheads coming down the pike and , 

i n  fact , they d id take several measures to doubl e  the 

rate of  p l u tonium in  the DOE comp l e x . I n  fact,  during 

the Reagan Adminis trat i o n ,  instead of the s tock p i l e  

i ncrea s i ng by 1 3  percent o v e r  f ive years , as DOE pre-

d icted - - a s  DOD predicted , excus e  me , the stock p i l e  

has actua l l y  decreased b y  t h r e e  percent dur ing these 

years . 

At the same time , the Department of Energy 

produced in  its f a c i l i t i e s  over ten tons of  p lu tonium , 

21 which it ' s  added to the inventory . And so we have 

22 what the Secretary of  Energy told Congre s s  was that we 

n are awash in p lutonium . And subsequ e n tl y ,  or at l e a s t  

24 l a s t  year , l a s t  f a l l , Pre s ident Reagan and Secretary 

� General Gorbachev s igned an I NF Treaty which called for 
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the e l im i na t ion o f  j us t  over 5 0 0  warheads . And so in a 

three-year p e r iod , shortly we w i l l  b e  p u l l i n g  out 

addi t ional p l u to nium that wasn ' t  cons idered with re-

spect to addre s si ng the need issues  j ust last year when 

we were h e re doing the s coping heari n g s . 

For a l l  of these reason s ,  I think the OMB 

sta f f ,  at l e a s t , does not b e l i e v e  this fac i l ity i s  

n e eded , d o e s  n o t  b e l ieve i t ' s  econom i c , and h a s  argued 

against i t .  I n  fact , the DOE i t s e l f  has now reversed 

i t s e l f  from its  pos ition last year and now argues th i s  

fac i l i t y  i s  o n l y  n e eded a s  a n  i n s urance p o l i c y .  The y  

don ' t  s e e  any actual need f o r  p l u tonium from this  

fac i l ity . 

But we have l ayer upon layer of insurance 

a l ready a nd we do not need a n  additional layer which 

would b e  represented b y  t h i s  SIS technology.  The  DOE  

has  built  up a reserve of p l utonium for preci s e l y  t h i s  

purpose ,  to protect i t s e l f  against the l o s s  of  t h e  

f a c i l i t i e s  a s  has occurred a t  the Savannah River P l a n t  

a n d  f o r  b reak-out b y  t h e  S o v i e t  Unio n .  

I t  has a l arge quantity of  s c rap it  could 

process . It has put the N Reactor on standb y .  I t  can 

a lways b e  started up and g e t  two or three more tons of 

p lu tonium . I t  cou l d , in a p i n c h ,  s imply retire older 

� warheads a l ittle more quick l y .  Mos t  o f  t h e  p l u tonium 
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for new warheads comes f rom old warheads . It ' s  i n  the 

p roces s  o f  d e s i gning a new product io n  reacto r ,  which 

wou l d  come on l in e  sometime d u r i n g  the period the SIS  

wou ld be availab l e . 

F i n a l l y  - - not f i n a l l y ,  but next i s  a 

f a c i l ity at L i v e rmore , an R and D faci l it y ,  which has 

exact l y  the s ame l ight capac ity as the l a se r ' s  p lan for 

Idaho . I n  a n a t iona l emergenc y ,  the �a s e r  f a c i l i t y  at 

L i ve rmore coul d  be u s e d  i n s tead of the S I S  fac i l i t y ,  

a n d  we wou l d  s a v e  thi s  country about a b i l l io n  do l lars . 

I n  f a c t ,  i t  c a n  be b u i l t  more quickly at Livermore than 

here i n  I daho . The reason we ' re not doing that i s  

because L ivermore trad i t iona l l y  h a s  not b e e n  i n  the 

produc t ion b u s i ne s s ,  and they wou l d  s imply rather move 

the production to another locatio n .  

T h e n  f in a l l y ,  you rea l ly don ' t  need t o  

enrich t h i s  f u e l  grade plutonium at a l l  t o  make 

weapons . I n  a national emergency we cou l d  make the 

weapons out o f  fuel  grade tes t in g , a t  least the 

weapons ,  w ithout this addi t i onal enrichment proc e s s .  

So , i n  f a c t , I don ' t  think w e  need t h e i r  

f a c i l i t y ,  and I don ' t  th ink we need the i n s urance 

I t h i nk that the DOE o f f ic i a l s  and some of the s t at e  

o f f ic i a l s  a r e  kidding themselves when they say t h i s  i s  

going t o  - - what you ' re going t o  have here a f t e r  t h i s  
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f a c i l i t y  i s  b u i l t i s  a b i g  l a s e r  R and D center we c a n  

expand into some non-mi l itary commer cia l  u s e . In f act , 

lase r  R and D w i l l  continue at the L i ve rmore fac i l i ty 

a nd here i n  Idaho . What you ' l l have i s  a production 

p lant . The real  R and D people will  s tay at Livermore 

and they ' l l  be the ones that w i l l get the f ru i t s  of 

thi s new technology,  and not the people in this a r e a . 

And f inal l y ,  the P re s ident and Secretary 

General Gorbachev are negotiating a Start Treat y .  I f  

we get t h i s  Start Treat y ,  we ' l l b e  in a f lood o f  

pluto nium . I f  the Energy Secretary thinks  we are 

awash now , we will be f looded w i t h  START , and under 

the START Treaty we wou l d  - - the U n i ted States a lon e  

w i l l  remove about  4 , 0 0 0  nuclear warheads f rom a 

s tock p i l e  of about 2 4 , 0 0 0 .  

Now i f  that ' s  the s ituatio n ,  why don ' t  we 

s imply pos tpone t h i s  dec i s ion for one year , the con-

s truction dec i s ion , and s e e  how the START negotiations 

go?  Certa i n l y  with the INF Treaty that we ' ve j u s t  

s i g n e d ,  w e  have bought ourse lves a cushion for a t  

2 1  least two or three years the DOE hadn ' t  counted o n  

2 2  l a s t  yea r .  That wou l d  permit u s  t o  defer t h e  constru c -

23 t ion d e c i s i o n  for anothe r year or two and see how the 

24 negoti a t ions come out . 

25 So really f rom a rational economic 
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w e  shouldn ' t  b e  making thi s  dec i s ion on  construction 

this yea r .  We should b e  making i t  a year or two later 

and , hope f u l l y , we will b e  building down in nuclear 

weapons and not building up_  We ' l l save the taxpayers 

a l arge chunk o f  mon e y , and , hope ful l y ,  the repres enta-

tives from the State o f  Idaho will look at more f r u i t f u l  

economic ventures f o r  t h i s  S t a t e  t h a n  one tha t ' s  l ik e l y  

to b e  cance l l ed i n  the next year or two i f  the Start 

Treaty is  impl emented . 

10 Thank you . 

1 1  T H E  HEARING OFF I C E R :  "Thank you , D r .  

12 At thi s  t ime I c a l l  Mr . Dan Reich e r ,  who 

13 i s  an  attorney with NRDC , who w i l l  speak in b eha l f  of 

14  the Center for Consequences o f  Nuclear War.  Mr . 

15 MR . REICHER:  Governor Andru s , Congres sman 

16 S t a l l ings , Mr . Chairma n , l a d i e s  and g e n t l eme n .  I ' m 

17 Dan Re i c h e r ,  a s e n i o r  pro j ect attorney with the National 

18  Resources D e f e n s e  Counc i l . Thank you for the opport u n i t  

19 to t e s t i f y  here tod a y _  

20 Prior to j o i n i ng NRDC in 1 9 8 5 ,  I was an 

21 A s s i stant Attorney General for environmental protection 

22  i n  the Commonwea l th o f  Massachusetts , a l aw c l erk to a 

n Fede ral D i s t rict Court Judge , a s t a f f  member o f  the 

24 President I s Comm i s s i o n  on the accident at Three M i l e  

� I s l and , and a l e g a l  a s s istant i n  the hazardous waste 
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s ection o f  the U .  S .  Depa rtment o f  Justic e .  I am a 

graduate o f  Stanford University Law School and Dartmouth 

Col l eg e ,  where I s tudied biology.  

The NRDC is  a national non-pro f i t  e n viron-

mental organi z at i o n  with a lmost 7 0 , 0 0 0  members , i n c l ud i n  

a lmost 3 0 0  in  I daho , a n d  a s t a f f  o f  over 1 2 0  l awye rs , 

s c i ent is t s , resource spec i a l i s t s  and support personnel 

in o f f ic e s  i n  New York , Washi ngto n ,  San Franc i s co , and 

NRDC pursues a broad range o f  environment a l , energ y ,  

a n d  d e f e n s e  i ssue s .  

Members o f  the NRDC Nuclear P rogram have 

over the y ears rev iewed l i t e r a l l y  scores o f  Draft 

Environmental Statements . The D ra ft  Environmental 

Statement on the S I S  fac i l ity is one of the worst 

we ' ve s e e n . It is i ncomp l e t e , m i s l eading , and con-

f u s i ng , and to top it a l l  o f f  a sham . These are harsh 

words , es pecia l l y  the l a s t ,  but there ' s  amp l e  evidence 

in  the document for our conte n t io n s .  

One needs look n o  further than i n s ide o f  

t h e  cover page , a nd I refer y o u  to that , to f i n d  

s triking e v i d e n c e  that the D E I S  i s  a sham . There you 

22 w i l l  f i nd the f o l lowing s tateme n t , highl ighted by a 

n b lack border , and 1 1 1 1 read from that in part : 

� "Neither the United States Governmen t  nor 

25 any agency thereo f , nor any other employe e s , mak e s  any 
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warranty , expr e s s  or impl i ed ,  or  a s s umes any legal 

l ia b i l ity or respons i b i l i ty for the accuracy , compl ete-

ness , or use ful n e s s  o f  a ny i n formation , apparatus , 

product or proc e s s  d is c l os ed , "  it goes on to s tat e ,  

" The v iews and opinions o f  authors expres sed herein do 

not necessa r i ly s tate or r e f l e c t  those o f  the U n i ted 

States Government or any agency thereo f . "  

The unprecedented d i s c l a imer i s  a n  outrage , 

pure and s i mp l e .  I n  e f f e c t ,  the DOE i s  saying i n  the 

DEI S ,  " The SIS i s  sa f e ,  econom i c , and n e c e s s a r y ,  but i f  

we ' re wrong , i t  i s  not our fault . And this  ; i s n ' t  our 

opinion a nyway necessari l y . " 

Under tile National Environme ntal Policy 

Act , the DEIS i s  supposed to represent the v i ews of  the 

governme n t  agency involved i n  ma j or federal  act ion with 

s ig n i f ic a n t  environmental impacts . I t  is a l s o  supposed 

to present accurate and rel ia b l e  i n formation . With 

18 this d i s c l aime r ,  DOE i s  thumbi n g  i t s  nose at both these 

19  requirements . 

20 We ' ve spoken recently with a member o f  the 

21 Pre s ident ' s  Counci l  o n  Environmen t a l  Qua lity , the 

22 Whi t e  House agency which ove rsees the f ederal E I S  

2 3  proc e s s . He ind icated he was aware of absol ute ly no 

� Environmental Statements conta ining the d i s -

2 5  cla imer . 
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The DEIS  a l s d  f a i l s  to cons ider c r i t i c a l  

i n formation regarding waste d i s pos a l .  The DEIS  b l indly 

a ssumes that the l arge quantity o f  radioactive waste 

conta i n i ng plutonium ,  s o - c a l l ed transuranic wastes ,  

that w i l l  b e  produced a t  the S I S  w i l l  be d i s posed o f  a t  

the f a c i l ity the DOE i s  developing a n  underground s a l t  

formation i n  New Mexico . I n  fa c t ,  there i s  signi f icant 

doubt that the fac i l ity , known a s  the Waste I s o l a t ion 

Pilot Plant , will  operate .  And i f  i t  doe s ,  whether i t  

w i l l  b e  a b l e  to accept the f u l l  complement of  w a s t e  i t  

was d e s igned for . 

About four months ago , a panel of geo log i s ts 

f rom New Mexico reveal ed to a congres s ional committee 

that enough water was l eaking into the RIFT fac i l i ty 

to pos s ib l y  corrode the waste containers and create 

radioactive slurries to move to the s ur face and release 

radioactive materials i n  quan t i ties exceeding EPA 

s tandard s .  

Early this mon t h ,  a panel o f  experts from 

the National Academy of Sc iences reported that there 

are , " Ma j or uncerta i n t i e s  conce r n i ng a variety of factor 

necessary to determine whether rad ioactive wastes c a n  

be d i s posed o f  s a f e l y  at RIFT .  

The DOE h a s  determined i t  has t o  sharply 

reduce the amount o f  wastes the p l a n t s  can d ispose at 
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RIFT over the next f ive years because of t h e s e  probl ems . 

These probl ems may reduce or even e l iminate the capac i t  

of t h e  RIFT fac i l i ty to accept w a s t e  from the S I S .  I t  

CQu id render Idaho the d i sposal s i t e  for the d i sposal 

of wastes not o n l y  from SIS but from I NEL general l y .  

T h e  D E I S  f a i l s  t o  grapple with t h i s  c r it ical  

i ssue a t  a l l .  The D E I S  a l so f a i l s  to d i scuss the need 

tor the SIS  fac i l i t y .  S erious questions e x i s t  con-

cerning the need f o r  the fac i l i ty as Dr. Cochran has 

noted . Yet the DEIS  devotes exact l y  one and one-hal f 

pages to this  c r i tical  i s sue . Moreoeve r ,  what l ittle 

discus s ion e x i s t s  concerning i t  i s  so  blatant w i t h  

bureaucratic gob b l edy-gook as to b e  impenetrabl e  by 

the average read e r .  

T h e  D O E  j u s t i f i e s  i t s  d e c i s i o n  n o t  t o  

provide a comprehensive d i s c u s s ion o f  need , argui n g  

i n  part , tha t ,  " Na t ional security is sues are outs ide 

the scope o f  an E I S .  T h i s  i s  p l a i n  and s imply wrong . 

19 The United States Court for the D i s t r ict of C o l umbia 

20 he l d ,  ' There i s  no support in either the statute ' "  - -

21 that wou l d  be the National Environmental Pol icy Act - -

22 • • o r  the c a s e s  for applying the National Defense  

23 Exempt ion f rom the National Environmental Policy Act . ' "  

24 DOE i s  s imply wrong on t h i s  p o i n t .  Nat ional 

25  security i s sues are defin i t e l y  a part of the 
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Stateme n t , and I can cite a variety of cases to 

that e f f ec t ,  so  DOE i s  j us t  plain  and s imply wrong . 

DOE a l so argues that it cannot d is c u s s  the 

need in d epth o f  the EIS becau s e ,  " Th e  quantity o f  i n -

formation o n  d e f e nse m a t e r i a l  requirements n u c l e a r  

productive capa c i ty a n d  adverse impacts o f  weapon 

s y stems d e ployments c l a s s i f i ed . "  

Howev e r ,  i n  recent Environmental 

Stateme nt s ,  DOE has , in fact , d is c u s s ed s uch c l a s s i f ied 

national security i n forma t i o n .  D O E  has d o n e  t h i s  i n  

a c l a s s i f i e d  appendix t o  the Environmental 

Statemen t . For example ,  DOE i n c luded in a c l a s s i fied 

a ppendix i n  the DEIS on the decis ion to r e s tart the 

plutonium reactor a t  the Savannah River Plant , s uch 

reactor i n c l uded - - I ' m  sorry , s u ch a c l a s s i f ied 

appendix was i n c l uded in that do cument that d i s cussed 

the q u e s t i o n  of n e ed . 

The value of the c l a s s i f ied appendix i s  

that i t  a l l ows members o f  Cong r e s s  and s t a f f  members 

with s e c u r i t y  c l earances to review DOE ' s  j us t if ication 

for  a pro j ect . DOE ' s  fai lure to i n c l ude o n e  i n  the 

DEIS suggests  that a n  appendix which laid out the real 

s tory o n  the need f o r  SIS s imply could not withs tand 

� congre s s ional s crutiny . 

We f ind that the DEIS  is so f l awed that i t  
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does not permit adequate review and , therefore , must 

b e  r e - i s sued f o r  pub l i c  comment prior to prepara t i o n  of 

the f i nal Environmental Stateme n t .  The f ederal 

regulations governing the preparation of the D E I S  state 

very c l earl y ,  and I quote , " I f  a Draft Statement i s  s o  

i nadequate as  t o  preclude meaningful analys i s ,  the 

agency s ha l l  prepare and circulate a revised dra f t  of 

the appropriate portion . "  

Moreoever , the case l�w �p clear that a n  

1 0  i nadequate Draft E I S  c a n n o t  b e  cured by t h e  summary 

11 edition of information in the f inal  EIS or a supplementa 

12  E I S .  As one court has h e l d , there cannot be  respon s i b l e  

1 3  d e c i s i o n  making when d a t a  appears i n  the f i na l  E I S  

1 4  w ithout b e i n g  s ub j ect to t h e  c r i t i c a l  evaluation that 

15  occurs i n  the draft s ta g e . The f a i l ure to i n c l ude data 

16 in the Draft S ta tement d e n i ed the P l a i n t i f f s  the 

1 7  opportunity t o  t e s t ,  a s se s s ,  and evaluate t h e  d a t a  and 

18 make a n  i n f o rmed j udgmen t  a s  to the validity o f  con-

19 clusions  to be drawn theref rom . Here DOE has not o n l y  

W concluded by the d a t a ,  but has a l s o  miss tated and m i s -

for exampl e s tated t h a t  the economic impact of a shut-

down of the p l a n t  a f t e r  s ev e n  to e ight years , a n  i s s u e  

t h a t  w a s  not covered i n  t h e  DE I S ,  w i l l  be addre s s ed i n  

the f inal documen t �  Howe v e r ,  such a n  af ter-the-fact 

f ix l i es  d i r e c t l y  on  the face o f  the l egal requireme n t s � 

Supplemental i nforma t i o n  which has not been processed 

i n  the same manner as addressed i n  the Dra f t  EIS cannot 

resurrect a s u f f icient  Impact Stateme n t .  There ' s  only 

one conc l u s i o n  that c a n  b e  drawn . DOE must re-is sue 

10  a n  adequate Dra f t  Environmental Statement for 

1 1  pub l ic comment p r i o r  to the i s s uance o f  t h e  f inal Impact 

12 S tateme n t .  Thank you v e r y  much . 

13 THE HEARING O F F I C E R ,  Thank you , Mr . 

14 I might at this point note that Mr . Reicher 

15  d i d  bring to the atte n t i o n  of the departmental counsel 

16 th i s  morning the d i sc l aimer i s s u e .  I bel ieve that may 

17 have been i n s erted in erro r .  I f  that ' s  the cas e ,  that 

16 i nf o rmation w i l l  get to you in wr i t i n g .  A t  t h i s  poin t ,  

19 ladies  and g e n t l eme n ,  I wou l d  l ike to go b r i e f l y  o f f  

20 the record . 

21 i nterpreted critical facts and wrapped the who l e  21 

22 i n  l a nguage so obtus e and obscure as to e f f ectively 

n c l a s s i f y  the i nforma t i o n  in the D E I S .  

24 DOE may attempt to e l iminate these in-

2 5  adequacies in the f inal E I S .  INEL manag e r ,  Don Ofte , 

4 5  Reicher 

22 

23 

( There was a brief break i n  
the proceedings . )  

THE HEARING OFFI C E R :  The n e x t  commen ter 

� i s  M r .  W i l l i am Weida of the Idaho Cho ice Coa l itions , 

� f o llowed by Mr . B lake Ha l l ,  Cha i rman of the Idaho 
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Repub l i c a n  Part y .  

Mr . Weida ? We ' l l mark your prepared s tate-

ment a s  Exhibit No . 9 .  

MR . WEIDA: Thank you .  My name i s  B i l l  

Weida . am employed as a pro f e s sor of economics 

spec i a l i z ing in  defense  econom i c s  and econbmetric 

model ing at Colorado C o l l eg e .  I was born and raised i n  

Idaho Fal l s ,  leaving Idaho when I entered the Air Forc e . 

I spent 2 0  years i n  the Air Force ,  retiring as a 

Duri ng that period of t ime I was Cha i rman of the Depart-

ment o f  Economics a t  the U. S .  Air Force Academy and 

12 developed a s y s tem for mod e l i ng
' 

r e s earch and d evelop-

13 

14 

15 

16 

17  

16 

19 

20 

ment costs which i s  currently b e i ng u s ed , among other 

things ,  to moni tor the l a s e r  development on the SOl . 

The econom i c  a s pe c t s  that I w i l l  addr e s s  

o f  the Draft Environme n t a l  Statement a r e  f ew a n d  

far b etwe e n ,  a s  y o u  scan t h rough the page s . The work 

that has b e e n  done on the economy of  Idaho in response 

i n  the Statement is absolutely deplorab l e .  I headed a 

team at one t ime which was  in charge of doing an in-

21 hous e  review o f  the MX Draft Environmental State-

22 That one m ight s erve a s  a mode l  for the in-

n d i v i d u a l s  i nvo l ved i n  putt i ng t h i s  one together to show 

� you what ought to be i n  the Stateme n t .  I t ' s  

� deplorabl e  g iven the fact that I daho State University 

47  Weida 

has  a who l e  g roup of  people who have done some exc e l l ent 
5 . 2 7 . 1 . 1  

regional economic work ,  and who cou l d  have provided the 

a nswe rs that you needed i n  that document , had you a s ked 

them .. 

Now there a r e  two main probl ems with the 

economic treatment i n  the Draft Environmental 5 . 27 . 1 . 2 

Statemen t .  The f irst is that i t  t ends to treat the 

entire cost o f  construc t i ng the Pro j ect a s  being t ho s e  

cos t s  that are go i ng t o  b e  s p e n t  i n  t h i s  reg ion . 

1 0  The s econd i s  that i t  vastly under-e stimat e s  

1 1  t h e  amount o f  t ime i t  w i l l  t a k e  t o  compl ete t h e  Pro j ec t  • .  5 . 2 2 . 1  
1 2  I ' l l deal  w i t h  one a t  a t ime . 

1 3  I f  you look a t  the 

14  b y  Lawren c e  L ivermore National 

data which were furni S hedli 
Lab and by West ingho u s e  

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  

1 6  

1 9  

20 

concerning the amount o f  construction employment which 

woul d  a r i s e  f rom the SIS  Pro j ect , that amount o f  

employment s p a n s  f rom 1 9 8 8  through t h e  completion o f  

the Pro j e c t ,  genera t i ng j o b s  i n  t h i s  v i c i n ity o f  t e n  i n  

one y e a r ,  1 9 8 8 ,  to 2 6 0  i n  the h i g h e s t  year.  Thos e  j ob s  

i f  you wor k  t hrough the numb e r s  u s ing t h e  multipl i e r s  

21 calcu lated a t  I S U ,  and u s i ng data provided by the 

22 Bureau of Labor S t a t i s t i c s  in Washingto n ,  indicates that 

n out of the entire $ 5 2 7  m i l l ion s cheduled to be spent on  

� cons truction on the S I S  f rom 1 9 8 8  through comp l e t i o n  o f  

2 5  the Pro j ec t , o n l y  $ 3 3  1 / 2  m i l l i o n  w i l l  b e  spent i n  

4 8 We ida 
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t h i s  local region . That means that the peopl e of Idaho 

for $ 3 3  1/2 m i l l io n  are being asked to bear the r i s k  

of  t h e  e n t i r e  re s t  o f  the Pro j e c t .  

P o i n t  2 :  The S I S  Pro j ect i s  someth i n g  

c a l l ed a concurrent d evelopment p ro j e c t .  T h i s  i s  a 

type o f  development which is actively d i s couraged i n  

the Department o f  Defens e ,  a n d  as  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  wa s 

never a llowed u n l e s s  there ' s  an extremely good reaso n ,  

a nd t h a t  reason almost h a s  t o  b e  t h a t  t h e  developmental 

work i t se l f , the theory b e hi nd the rest o f  i t  h a s  been 

entirely complete . A concurrent deve lopment pro j ec t  

means t h a t  you develop t h e  way t o  build or t h e  w a y  to 

p roduce the material at  the same t ime you build  the 

plant to do i t .  A s  a nyon e ,  I t h i n k , c a n  understand , 

the result  of that i s  that the plant  i s  l ik e l y  to 

undergo d e f i n i t e  h a l t s  i n  construct i o n , changes in de-

s ig n ,  and revers a l s  a s  problems occur w i t h  the develop-

ment o f  the Pro j e c t .  You c a n  s e e  th i s  a l r e a d y .  I n  

t h e  d a t a  that w e r e  s ubm itted , once aga i n ,  through budget 

hearing s ,  the 1 9 8 9  budget reques t  by DOE has  a l ready 

21 i ncreased almost t e n  percent over the 1 9 8 8  budget re-

22 que s t .  

23 But the additional prob lem of t h i s  i s  that 

24 i t  creates vast uncertainties  with the Pro j e c t ,  which 

� cause it to be extended and which depress those l e v e l s  

4 9  Weida 

of a nnual employment that are being used to sell i t  to 

the local communi t y , me�ning that the l ikely impacts 

i n  this town are going to be even sma l l e r  than were 

advert i s e d .  

Another probl em w i t h  the DEI S ,  a s  i t  s i t s , 

i t  i s  b a s e d  on the idea that there i s  a known demand 

for p l utonium which must be s a t i s f i e d ,  as everyone has  

told you .  The NUclea! Weapons Stock p i l e  Memorandum i s ,  

e s s en t ia l l y ,  a clas s i f ied document .  Howeve r ,  i t  i s  a l so 
10 a budget i ng documen t ,  a nd the reason i t ' s  generated 

1 1  i n i t i a l l y  is  to provide i nput so that i tems can be 

1 2  budgeted . Budgeting documents in the Department of  

13 D e f e n s e  a r e  notor ious f o r  overstating the requirements , 

14 and i n  t h i s  particular case , the Nucl ear Weapons 

15 Stockp i l e  Memorandum has , according to Senator Mark 

16 H a t f i e l d  who has s e e n  i t ,  has overstated the requi r e-

17 ments  i n  every area that has  been made or that has been 

18  g e n e rated . 

19 I n  addition , as h a s  already been pointed 

20 o u t ,  Secretary Harrington s a i d  we are j u s t  absolutely 

21  in pluton ium . What i s  the u s e  o f  this  plant? To 

22 the extent that the demand for weapons grade plutonium , 

23 i f  i t  does exi s t ,  could be s a t i s f i ed out of our original  

24 s tocks or to the extent that t h i s  plant i s  not required 

� b e  bui l t , it is a waste o f  natural r e sources .  I t  i s  

5 0  Weida 
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a waste o f  federal fund s ,  and i t  is extremel y  damaging 

at a point in t ime when thos e  o f  us  who are defense  

economis t s  are extremely concerned that val id defense  

requireme n t s  in  this  country are b e i n g  cut.  

The DEIS  cites the need to rapi d l y  increase 

o r  surge i n  weapons production in  c a s e  o f  a soviet 

break out from the ADM Treaty . This i s  kind o f  in-

terest i n g , because to the extent this i s  pos s i bl e ,  

is no requirement for this capab i l i ty _ In 1 9 8 2  a b i -

p a r t i s a n  comm i ttee o f  d e f e n s e  experts agreed that there 

was no capabi l i ty to surge i n  del ivery veh i c l e s  in  the 

U n i ted States , any aerospace vehic l e s . 

I n  1 9 8 4 ,  the V .  s .  Air Force concluded a f t e  

a s tudy t h a t  there w a s  n o  capab il ity t o  surge t o  build 

additional m i s s i l e s , aircraft or other d el ivery ve-

h i c l es . I nsofar as the S I S  contributed plutonium that 

could b e  used to build additional warheads , those war-

heads wou ld s imply b e  stored,  o r ,  g u e s s  we l d  have to 

del iver them to the Sov�et Union by hand . 

Rece n t  work wh i ch has come out by Rand 

Corporat ion , which is one o f  the l eading d e f e n s e  think 

tanks a l s o  i ndicates  that the Soviet Union is 

i n  no pos it io n  to break out o f  the ADM Treaty anyway , 

and therefore the l ikel ihood of needing the surge i s  

25 minimal . 
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After a pass ing attempt to "overcrowd i n g  

c o l l e c t i ve s choo l s "  the D r a f t  Environmental 

S tatement makes no a ttempt to d e termine any of the 

socio-economic costs that might b e  i nvolved w i t h  the 

actual condit ions that they s tate a s  pos s i b l e  w i t h i n  

t h e  Stateme n t .  F o r  example ,  on  Page 4 1 2  of  the DEI S ,  

they say there might b e  a radioactive releas e .  Wel l , 

i f  there was a radioactive r e l e a s e , and if the bad 

pUb l icity f rom that release resu lted in s imply a one 

percent decrease i n  agricultural sales in  Bonnev i l l e ,  

J e f fe rson , and Bi ngham Count i e s , the cost t o  those 

people would b e  $ 6 5 0 , 0 0 0 . I f ,  and I quote on Page S - 4  

of  the D E I S , t h e r e  w a s  a r e l e a s e  o f  rad iation carried 

i n  the winds , which are quoted in  Page 282  o f  the D E I S ,  

t h e  result would b e  i f  there w a s  a o n e  percent decrease 

i n  the va l u e  of property in Idaho Fal l s ,  a $10 m i l l ion 

loss to the peo p l e  i n  this commun i t y ,  or for your in-

format i o n ,  $ 2 5 0  a head . 

Now to s um up what t h i s  document does i s  

that i t  over-emphas i ze s  t h e  very miniscule  short- term 

economic impacts which could f a l l on this commu n i ty , 

and it makes every e f fort to under-es timate the long-

term costs which this commun i t y  could i ncu r .  t hi nk 

for a l l  of us who want a consistent developmen t  pattern 

i n  I daho Fal l s ,  this  i s  a very s er ious ·omi s s i o n .  Thank 
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THE HEARING OFFICE R :  O u r  n e x t  commenter 

will b e  Mr . Blake Hal l ,  Cha irman o f  the Idaho Republ ica� 

Party, a nd will be fol lowed by Melinda Cas sen o f  the 

Envi ronmental Defense Fund . 

M r .  Ha l l ?  

MR. HAL L :  Thank you , Mr . Eiguren . First 

of a l l  I want to congratulate the Depa rtment o f  Energy 

on i ts d e c i s ion to extend the hearings to a l low every 

Idahoan and every other individual an  opportunity to 

be heard a t  a reasonabl e  time . You should be con-

g ratulated for that deci s ion . 

As indicated , my name is Blake Hal l ,  and 

I am Cha irman o f  the I daho Republ ican Part y .  I wa s 

raised in t h i s  are a ,  graduated f rom our local schoo l s , 

eventua l l y  going to Washington , D . C .  to obtain my law 

degree f rom George Washington Univers i t y ,  be fore re-

turning back to Idaho F a l l s .  I current l y  res ide here 

i n  I daho F a l l s  with my wife and six children,  where I 

am an active part i c i pant in the community and a 

p ra c t icing trial  a ttorney . 

Today I am here to express the Idaho Re-

publ ican Party ' s  support for the construction of the 

� Spec i a l  I s o tope Sepa ration Pro j ec t  at the Idaho 

� Nat ional Engineeri ng Laboratory west of Idaho F a l l s . 

5 3  ·Ha l l  
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Our d ec i s ion to support the construction o f  the S I S  in  

Idaho was made o n l y  a fter careful assessment of  the 

purpose o f  the Proj ect and its  e f f ects on our community 

and state . This dec is ion is based on our party ' s  

comm i tment to a s trong n a t ional defense and to the 

recogni tion that our n a t ion has long had a pol icy of 

maintaining peace through a nuc l ear deterrent whi l e  

pursui ng veri f i a b l e  a n d  equitab l e  arms control agree-

ments with the Soviets . 

The admin i s t ra t ion , through the National 

Security Counc i l , the Department o f  Defens e ,  and the 

Department of Energ y ,  has made i t  quite clear that 

the S I S ,  which will  provide a non-radioactive source of 

s pec i a l  nuc l e a r  mater ial s , is  essential for maintaining 

the nuclear deterren t .  Wi thout t h e  nuclear materi a l s  

the S I S  w i l l  provide , o u r  nation w i l l  be forced t o  face 

arms control condi t ions that are harmful to this  

country . 

It is not o n l y  the President and his  s t a f f  

t h a t  m u s t  make the determination a s  t o  t h e  n e e d  o f  t he 

S I S ,  but if Congress , a l l  of Congress ,  not j us t  our 

two Senators f rom Idaho , but all o f  Congress must 

rati fy those deci s ions by appropriating the necessary 

� funds to accomp l i s h  this p ro j ec t . Even with this year ' s  

25 severe budgetary constra i n t s , the United States Congress 
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has appropriated approximat e l y  $ 9 6  mil l i o n  for research 

and development of the S I S  Pro j ect . This represents a 

$ 4 0  m i l l ion i ncrease in President Reagan ' s  own request . 

The Idaho Repub l i c a n  Party wants the S I S  

constructed at the Idaho National Engineering 

construct ion of this Pro j ect w i l l  provide work for more 

than 4 0 0 construction wo rkers over four years . I t  

comes at an opportune t ime , when many of  these po-

tential construction workers are currently unemployed , 

and Southeas tern I daho ' s  unemployment rate exceeds the 

national average . During the construction phase a l o n e ,  

the S I S  wou ld p u t  about $ 6 0 0  m i l l i on i n t o  Idaho ' s  

economy . When it goes i nto operat i o n , the S I S  w i l l  

employ o v e r  6 5 0  people w i t h  an annual budget o f  

approximately $ 6 5  mi l l io n .  

Howev e r ,  t h i s  econom ic opportunity i s  j u s t  

t h e  t i p  o f  the iceberg . The S I S  w i l l  bring to I daho a 

new and exc iting laser technolog y ,  that is sure to have 

s ig n i f icant s p i no f f s . 

At a time when Idaho is struggl ing to 

prov ide suf f i c ient funding for our pub l i c  schoo l s , the 

S I S  provides an opportunity to expand our tax base and 

thereby generate more money f o r  our c h i l dren and our 

g randchi l dren ' s  education without polluting our environ 

men t .  
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1 0  

1 1  

12  

13  

1 4  

15  

16 

17  

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

People from a l l over Idaho have re cog n i z ed 

these bene f its , as is demons trated by these petitions 

and cards that we have rece ived i n  support of  the S I S  

at  the I NEL . They come n o t  j ust f rom Southeastern 

but f rom Bonn e r ,  Boundary , Kootenai ,  Latah , Canyon , 

Ada , and Twin F a l l s  Count i e s , as w e l l  as every other 

county in the S tate of Idaho . 

For almost 4 0  years , the INEL has been an 

important part o f  Idaho ' s  economy . During that time , 

it has been a good ne ighbor . For ove r these four 

decades , the I NEL has compiled a safety record exc e l l ed 

by none . Wel l  some now sound a larm that the S I S  w i l l  

contaminate our Stat e ,  the Dra f t  Environmental 

Statement g i ves a very thorough assessment of the 

potential e f fect the S I S  w i l l  have o n  our a i r ,  our 

wate r ,  and our highways .  Det a i l ed a s  i t  is , it ' s  e a s y  

t o  see t h e  aqu i f er cannot be contaminate d ,  because a l l  

l iquids f rom the S I S  w i l l  have to meet drink ing water 

standards as  set by the Env i ronme ntal Protect ion Agenc y .  

The amount o f  radiation emitted from the 

S I S  to the general pub l i c  is s ubstantiall y  less than 

that to which we a re c urrent l y  exposed to from natural 

n sources here in I daho . The addit ional nuclear waste 

24 generated f rom the S I S  represents l e s s  than ten percent 

25 of the hazardous radioactive wastes currently handl e d  at 
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the INEL . This waste w i l l  be packed and shipped to a 

waste storage f ac il ity i n  New Mex i c o ,  both p lutonium 

and the waste w i l l  be sh ipped in  government certi f ied 

casks that whe n tested under s tr i ngent cond i t ions , 

showed no l e ak s .  The arivers of these shipments must 

undergo rigorous training and travel i n  secure tran-

sports . 

I t ' s  a l s o  s ig ni f icant to note that we are 

not taking land out of productive use or l and that 

could be used for some other purpose in the future in 

order to construct the S I S .  The l and at the INEL i s  

a lready availab l e  and s eg regated as  a nucl e a r  s ite . 

B u t  more important than the Draft Environmental 

Statement is  the people who work a t  the INEL who 

convi nce us that t h i s  Pro j ect w i l l  be s a f e . These 

employees are our neighbors . They a re us . Almost 

1 1 , 0 0 0  o f  u s .  W e  a l l  have to l ive here , .  a s  wel l  a s  

work here . INEL wo rkers drink the same water and 

work , i t  i s  though this were some shamefu l  activity . 

B u t  the truth of the matter is , the I NEL has a lways 

be�n involved in defense work and the nat ional security 

of this country . The n a t ion ' s  bulwark against the 

Soviet ' s  nuclear activity was borne out on the Idaho 

desert with the development of a prototype for the f ir s tj 

nucl ear subma rine , the Naut i lu s . The development o f  

nuc l ear p ropul s ion for o u r  submarines as we l l  as 

surface ships has continued to the present t ime , in-

10 
c luding the trai ning of the Navy ' s  nuclear crew s .  

1 1  In addi t i o n ,  and it ' s  common knowledge that 

12 some o f  the f a c i l i t i e s  located at the INEL are invol ved 

13 in the reproce s s ing of  s pent nuclear fuel  used on 

14 Navy vess el s .  Aga i n ,  th is  is defense related . Of 

15 course , most o f  us in  th i s  a rea are proud of our 

16 defense efforts ,  rather than ashamed o f  i t .  

17 In clos i ng , I woul d  l ike to point out that 

16 30 or 40 years ago ,  n o  one knew what the experimental 

19 brea the the same a i r  as the rest of Idaho ' s  res ident s .  19 breeder reactor ,  EBR-l wou l d  mean t o  the State o f  Idaho 

� They , l ike us , w i l l  continue to p rotect our environment 

21 so that it w i l l  be safe for our c h i ldren and grand-

22 childre n .  For us , t h e  a l a rms t h a t  a r e  being sounded 

23 ring f a l s e . 

24 There are a l s o  those who say it is a l a rm ing 

� frightening for the I NEL to get i nvolved i n  d e f ense 

57  Hall  

� or to the nation when it was the f i r s t  reactor in the 

21 wor l d  to generate e l ectric i t y . Now close to 4 0 0  

n reactors around the world produce e l ectric i t y , re-

n pres enti ng about 15 percent of the world ' s  electrical  

24 need s . No one k new what the Nautilus prototype and 

25 the nuc lear Navy that has trained here would mean to the 
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But more important than the Draft Environmental Impact

breathe the same air as the rest of Idaho's residents.

They, like us, will continue to protect our environment
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For us, the alarms that are being sounded
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defense and the protection of  the f ree wor l d .  Yet 

today , we enjoy many freedoms as  a result o f  our 

commitment to that adventurous oppor tu n ity . 

Today I encourage a l l  Idahoans to j o i n  us  

in a new opportunity . Don ' t  s e l l  S I S  shor t .  Its  

primary miss ion may o nly be for seven or ei ght years , 

but the opportu n i t i e s  for t h i s  technology are j ust 

beginning to unfold . The SIS i s  an Idaho opportunity , 

which I encourage a l l  of us to support and take ad-

vantage of now. Thank y o u .  

Thank y o u  v e r y  much . I would request that 

my o f f icial  remarks as we l l  as these p e t i tions and cards 

that support the S I S  be marked as an exh i b i t  and added 

to the record . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  They w i l l  be marked 

as Exhibit No . 1 0 .  Thank you . 

MS . Mel i nda Cassen of the Envi ronmental 

Defense Fund . 

MS . CASS E N :  Hi , m y  name i s  M e l i nda Cassen . 

20 I am s t a f f  atto rney for the Rocky Mountain Regional 

21 O f f ice of the Environmental D e f ense Fund . The Environ-

n mental Defense Fund is a national non-prof i t  environ-

n mental advocacy group composed o f  half lawyers and 

24 h a l f  s c i enti s t s .  We have about 5 0 , 0 0 0  memb e rs nation-

25 wide , i nc luding a couple hundred in this State . 

5 9  Cassen 

For the l a s t  several years at EDF , I have 

been i nvo l ved i n  an  i ntensive and seems l ike end l e s s  

review of  t h e  v a r i o u s  t ransportation risk mod e l s  w h i c h  

D O E  has u s ed i n  various documents t h a t  have come out 

over the last decad e ,  the most recent i nvolving the 

high level waste nuclear repo s i tory and the ��P E I S .  

Prior to that , I was a t  the Colorado Attorne 

Genera l ' s  O f f ice in the natural resources sectio n .  

went to Dartmouth College and graduated from Stanford 

10 
Law School . 

1 1  With regard to the trans portation o f  

5 . 29 . 3  
12 nuclear materia l s , the Department of  Energy has con-

13  s i s te n t l y  under-estimated the risks a ssociated with 

14 that trans port , a nd we feel that unfortunately t h i s  

15  DEIS i s  wo rse than mos t ,  and i s  cert a i n l y  not comparable 

18  to even the last e f fort , which DOE undertook with re-

17  gard to the high level waste depos itory . Thus you 

18 have a ten-page draft a p pend i x , which talks about 5 . 2 9 . 7  
19 transportation risks and it is woefu l l y  inadequat e .  

20 There are virtually no breakdowns as to those factor s .  

21 We b e l ieve there are s i g n i ficant under-e s t imates w i t h  

22 regard to release f ract ion s ,  and there is j us t  so much 

23 i n formation even that has been g iven out in other DOE 

24 documents which is not the r e ,  that it is almo s t  im-

� p o s s i b l e  to t e l l  where t h e re may have been mistakes made 
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With regard to the transportation o f  

nuc lear wa stes , i t  is  important to understand t h a t  there 

are no containers on the road today which have ever 

been phys ically t e s ted . Containers that are on the 

road have been tested as  a result of  computer model ing , 

and we f e e l  that i t  is imperative that there be physical 

test i ng . The 6�1 , wh ich i s  mentioned in the DEIS  as  

the transport container o f  choice has a�so not been 

phys i c a l l y  tested . One of the DOE p lutonium containers 

which was t e s ted wasn ' t  tested until after i t  had been 

i n  use f o r  several year s ,  when they tested it without 

anything i n  i t  - - this i s  the LLD-l , the b i rdcage 

thing that held the plutonium actually crashed down 

from the top of the packet to the bottom of the packet • 

We bel ieve as a result of that k ind o f  

experienc e ,  as  a result o f  t h e  recent experience with 

the TRU Pak which is  going to be used to transport 

transuranic wastes to the WIPP f a c i l ity , wh ich passed 

the computer models and t h en f a i l ed the physical test -

a lthough t h i s  was p r io r  to i t s  ever being used - - i t  

was eventual l y  abandoned b y  the DOE , and i t  is  impera-

t ive that the f inal EIS guarantee that there is  going 

to be physical testing o f  the containers used for the 

transport of the waste from INEL and o f  the feed 

material t o  INEL . 
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And i t ' s  not j u s t  any k ind of  physical 

testing . I t ' s  testing to destruc t i o n .  You ' re dea l i ng 

with a very compl icated compute� model wh ich puts all  

kinds o f  p arameters i nto the model and comes out with 

a f inal  risk assessment , total r i s k  asse ssment at the 

end . One o f  the key p arameters is  the r e l ease fract i o n .  

I n  the event o f  an accident , h o w  much o f  t h e  contents 

i s  go ing to b e  released ? 

When you ' ve never tested a containe r ,  it ' s  

very d i f f icult to t e l l  what the release f raction i s  

g o i ng to b e .  Right now it appears D O E  i s  u s i ng a one-

i nch d iameter hole as  the worse case scenario . That 

wou l d  b e  the worst pos s i b l e  acc ident . 

We don ' t  feel that that is something that 

really demonstrates what a worse case acc ident is a l l  

about , a n d  we believe t h a t  t h a t  a n a l y s i s  should b e  

changed . 

The l ack of data also means that the model 

results are h ighly specul a t i v e ,  and yet i n  the OEI S ,  

t he re are n o  - - there ' s  a general d i s c l a imer , but 

there ' s  nothing in the appendix which talks about what 

the eonfidence level o f  the model that ' s  b eing used to 

n determine transportation risk . There ' s  nothing about 

� s e n S i t ivity analys i s .  I n  other words , i f  you change 

� one parame ter o f  1 0 0  or so that go i n ,  how much change 
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do you end up with at the t a i l  end o f  the proce s s ?  We 

do know as a res u l t  of one sensitivity analysis that 

was run by the S t ate o f  Utah several years ago , that 

something as innocuous sounding as  s top t ime s , i n  other 

words , how o ften the driver o f  the trucks stop enroute , 

c an have a ma j o r  impact on the overall  risk a s s e s sment . 

This s tudy out o f  Utah demonstrated that i f  you increase 

the stop t ime by ten percent , you increase the total 

risk from the activity a t  the end o f  the equation by 

about seven percent . I f  you decreased it by ten 

you decrease the total by four percen t .  

I n  the DEI S ,  they appear t o  c i t e  speci f i c  

informa tion o n  the basis  o f  a conversat ion by the 

drafter o f  the DEIS to one o f f i c i a l  at Sand i a  National 

Lab , a determination was made that the average s top 

t ime which had been used i n  all previous DOE documents 

was 80 percent over-stated , so they decreased the stop 

t ime by 80  perce n t .  

W e  question whether that ' s  an adequate 

basis for maki ng that kind o f  change , g iven we know in 

t h i s  i ns tance that the sensitivity to that parti c u l a r  

p arameter i s  particularly important . 

Once again in the DEIS , we see that the 

Department of Energy i s  not committed to u s i ng a n  NRC 

certi f ied container . This is  something that we a l so 

6 3  Cassen 

think should be changed , can be changed by the fi n a l  

I mpact  Sta tement . The importance o f  this particular 

i t em is  that in  at l east 11  occasions over the last 

decad e ,  the Department o f  Energy has self certi f ied a 

container and l a ter asked NRC to co-ce r t i f y ,  and in  

a l l  11  cases , NRC refused to co-certi f y ,  a s k ing more 

questions . And i n  each c a s e ,  DOE withdrew rather than 

come up with the add itional i n formation.  

Wit� regard to some of  the other things that 

1 0  

1 1  

a r e  n o t  i n  t h e  D r a f t  E I S ,  there i s  no worse case 5 . 2 9 . 1 9 
there is no worse case analysis for the maxima l l y  

1 2  exposed i ndividua l ;  there ' s  no worse case a n a l y s i s  for 

1 3  the results o f  a r e l ease on the more s e n s itive popula-

14 t ions , pregnant women and children , for exampl e .  

1 5  There i s  n o  d iscuss ion o f  the i n fra-

1. s tructure needs that must go a long with any increase 

17  i n  transportation.  You ' re talking about an i n c rease , 

18 as far as we can te l l ,  from the S I S  of about 5 0  percent 

19 of the total p lutonium trans portation i n  this region . 

20 There is absolutely no discussion of the 

21 non-human impact s  r e s u l t i ng f rom a transportat ion 

22 accide n t .  I n  1 9 7 7 ,  the Nuclear Regul atory Commiss ion 

n determined that i n  an accident in a major c i ty on the 

� East Coa s t  w i th no f a t a l i t ies , nonet h e l e s s  in a 1 9 7 7  

� analys i s , it would cost two b i l l ion dol lars to clea n  up 
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that k ind of an acciden t ,  even an accident with a re-

lease that didn ' t  cause any fat a l ities . We think it ' s  

imperative that there be some a s s e s sment i n  the Draft 

5 . 2 9 . 1 1 4 
Environmental Statement of  the non-human ef fects 

o f  a transportation accident i n  that result ing rel e a s e .  

There i s  n o  d iscus s ion whatsoever of the 

cost of  transportation , the cost of  training emergency 

responders on the route in add i t ion to the i n fra-

s tructure costs in addition to the manufacture of 

10 addit ional conta i ners , in add i t ion to the cost of  c l ean-

11 up, i n  add i t ion to the cost of  maintenance . 

5 . 2 9 . 2 ] 12 There is no d i s c losure of the uncertaint ies . 

13 About hal f the parameters wh ich go into this model are 

14  based on best pro f e s s io n a l  j U dgments , and yet there are 

15 a l so parameters where s i te s p e c i f i c  data is ava i l a b l e  

16 and DOE hasn ' t  u s ed i t . The best i n s t ance of this has 

17 to do with the acc ident rate of  trucks on the roads . 

18 Obvious l y ,  DOE has a very good idea what roads are 

19 going to be used to transport feed product to INEL and 

W waste products and product from INEL . And yet they use 

2 1  national average truck acciden t  data as  opposed to 

5 . 2 9 . 1 8 22 What ' s  the r e ,  wh ich the State of Idaho and Washington 

n have for s i te specif i c .  

24 Why i s  this important? Wel l ,  if you look 

� one s tretch of  Colorado h ighway i n  the mountains , i t  
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has a 3 4  - - a n  accident rate that i s  3 4  times higher 

than the national averag e .  The interstate highway in 

the Denver region has a ten , factor of  ten higher 

accidents than the nat ional average . Given that this 

is the k ind o f  data t ha t ' s  ava i l ab l e ,  there ' s  absolutely 

no reason DOE s houldn ' t  be u s i ng , to the extent that 

it ' s  poss i b l e , ava i l a b l e  d a t a .  

T h e  same thi ng g o e s  for weather-related 

c losures with regard to the roads that they know are 

going to be used . 

What a l l  of t h i s  means is that you ' re using 

a model where a lot of  data s im p l y  isn ' t  ava ilab l e , 

and you ' ve got engineers guessing about what actua l l y  

should b e  p u t  i n  there . And when there is data 

avai lable , they ' re not us ing it . We bel ieve that 

transportation may not b e  the make or break issue for 

this k ind of  f a c i l ity . We understand tha t ,  but there ' s  

no reason to do a sloppy j ob .  There ' s  no reason not to 

put a l l  of  the r�sources that are ava i l a b l e  into making 

a mod e l  that comes up with some k ind o f  a reasonabl e  

r e s u l t  a n d  t h e n  ensur i ng through t h e  testing of con-

t a i ners prior to their use that we are u s i ng the 

s a f e s t  pos s i b l e  cont a i ners . Only in that way wil l we 

24 be a b l e  to minimi z e  the transportation risks a s so c iated 

25 with this or any other f a c i l i t y  that transports nuclear 
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materia l s .  Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFF ICER:  Thank you .  Our next 

commenter i s  I ra Kaplow ,  Idaho F a l l s  Chamber o f  

f o llowed by David Albright . 

M R .  KOPLOW : My name is Ira Kaplow. am 

the Executive D i rector o f  the Greater Idaho F a l l s  

Chamber o f  Commerce . I have l ived i n  Idaho nearly 1 5  

years . 

I have confidence in t h e  way that the 

Idaho National Engineering Laboratory does bus i nes s .  

They have been a very good neighbor to Southeastern 

Idaho and a good neighbor to a l l  o f  Idaho . 

After l i s te n i ng to Congres sman Sta l l ing s ,  

Senator Steve Symms , and Senator James McClure recently 

a t  spec i a l  Chamber f orums discussing the need for t h i s  

proj ect , I be l i eve t h a t  there is  a genu i ne need f o r  

t h i s  R redundancy in production capac i t y ,  technology , 

divers ity and f le x ib i l i t y  in the Department of Energy 

nuclear materia l s  product ion comp l e x R  as the �-

ment a l  Statement states . 

have read the Env ironmental State-

ment on the S pec i a l  I sotope Separator, and I b e l ieve 

that the environment , health,  and safety impacts at 

the Idaho National Eng ineering Laboratory will be very 

m inimal and non-threatening . 

6 7  Koplow 

10 

11 

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

15 

1 6  

1 7  

1 8  

19  

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

bel ieve these minima l and non-threaten ing 

envi ronmental consequences w i l l  b e  equal or less than 

pro j ected for the other two a l ternative s i te s .  

The impact that the Special I sotope 

Separator Proj ect w i l l  have is very positive economica l l  

W e  a l ready have i n  p l ace a stable work force that i s  

wel l tra i ned a n d  ava i lable  to provide t h e  P r o j ec t  need s . 

The Envi ronmental Impact S tatement s tates that a l arge 

i n-migrating cons truct ion work force for the Pro j e c t  is  

not expected , due to the ava i l a b i l ity of construction 

workers in the surroundi ng Idaho Nat ional Eng ineering 

Laboratory reg i o n .  

About 4 4 0  d irect personnel w i l l  be needed 

for cons t ruc t i o n .  S t u d i e s  a t  Idaho S t a t e  University 

i nd icate that  this  P roj ect wi l l  maintain 750  permanent 

jobs a t  the Special I sotope Separation P ro j ect . Thi s ,  

i n  turn,  w i l l  generate an additional 1 , 0 5 0  supportive 

j ob s  i n  the communi t i e s  o f  Southeastern Idaho , which 

w i l l result  in  a tota l o f  1 8 0 0  permanent jobs that 

Idaho needs and apprec i ates . 

I ' m  optimis t i c  that t h i s  wil l g ive many 

l arge and sma l l  businesses in the State an opportunity 

to supply mater ials and manu f acture products for the 

Spec i a l  I sotope Separation . 

The Environmental  Statement states 
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tha t a l l  atmos pheric emis s ions , l iq u id and s o l i d  wa stes ,  

w i l l  be handled i n  accordance with applicable environ-

menta l requ irements . I bel ieve i t  w i l l  b e .  

I h a v e  h a d  the opportunity to l isten t o  

s everal k nowledgeable people d i scuss ing the Special 

I sotope Separation Pro j ec t  i n  detail a t  Chamber forum s .  

These peo p l e  have presented t h e  facts on Speci a l  

I sotope Separat i o n .  I bel ieve tHi s  i s  to be a very 

cl ean project for I d a ho . 

I have h ad the opportunity to work w i th 

management at the Department of Energy on Chamber 

sponsored Special Isotope Separation educat ional 

seminar s .  These peopl e  a r e  very conscientious about 

their wor k ,  thei r  i nvol vement in this commun ity and 

the future d irection Idaho is taking . I bel ieve them 

when they say that s a fety is utmost in m i n d .  They have 

an excellent and proven s a fety record to s tand o n .  

The fol lowing is  the resolut ion passed by 

the Greater Idaho F a l l s  Chamber of Commerce on March 8 ,  

1 98 8 :  

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the Department o f  Energy has desig-

� nated the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory as a 

25 preferred s i te for construction of the Special I s otope 

6 9  Kaplow 

Sepa rat ion Pro j ec t ;  and , 

WHEREA S ,  the Idaho National Eng ineering 5 . 2 7 . 1 2 . 4  
Laboratory has been a good neighbor and a p r incipal 

economic foundation i n  Eastern Idaho for nearly 4 0  

year s ;  and , 

WHEREAS , the Idaho National Eng ineering 

Laboratory is preeminent as a scient i f ic l aboratory 

, 8  
f a c i l ity serving the priorities o f  t h i s  nat io n ;  and , 3 . 3 . 1  

WHEREAS , the Idaho National Engineer ing 

10 
Laboratory has long and e ff ec t ively s erved in both 

1 1  mat ters of  the advancement of s c i ence , a s  w e l l  as the 

12 national defens e ;  and , 

13 WHEREA S ,  the Department of Energy has 

14  concluded that the Spec i a l  I sotope Separat ion Pro j ec t  

1 5  woul d  have very sma l l  environmental consequences from 

16  i t s  construct ion and normal operation a t  the Idaho 

17  National Engineering Laboratory ; 

18 NOW , THEREFOR E ,  BE IT RESOLVED , that the 

19 Grea ter I daho F a l l s  Chamber of  Commerce hereby s trongly 

20 rea f f irms i t s  l ong-stand i ng support for construction 6 . 1 .  2 
21 a nd operation o f  the Spec i a l  I sotope Separation Pro j ec t  

22 at the I d a ho N a t ional Engineering Laboratory and urges 

23 the Department of Energy and the Congress of the Uni ted 

� States to go forward with fundi ng and construction o f  1 . 1  
25 the p ro j ec t ,  fo rthwith . 
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Respec t f u l l y  submitted , Ira Kaplow, Execu-

tive Directo r ,  Greater Idaho F a l l s  Chamber o f  Commerc e .  

THE HEARING OFF ICER:  Our next schedul ed 

commenter is David Albright of the Federation of  

Ame rican Scien t i s t s , fol l owed by C l a rk Coll i n s .  

MR . ALBRIGHT : Thank you f o r  this opportunit 

to address you a l l . I am a senior s t a f f  scienti s t  a t  

the Federation o f  American Scientists .  FAS i s  a nuc lear 

a rms control group formed right a fter World War II  by 

s c ienti s t s  of  the Manhattan Proj ect . 

perso n a l l y  eva luated the need for con-

t inued p lutonium product ion for weapons for several 

years . Recentl y  gue s t  edited a speci a l  issue o f  the 

B u l l etin o f  Atomic Scientists on U .  S .  m i l i tary nucl e a r  

1 5  mate r i a l s  product i o n .  I also wrote an a r t i c l e  for 

16  t h i s  i s sue on the question o f  the need for addit ional 

17 p l u tonium for nuc l e ar weapons . What I ' d  l ike to t a l k  

18 about today is based upon the research for that a r t i c l e . 

19 My conc lus ion is that the S I S  Project i s  

� not needed . The U .  S .  a l ready has ampl e  s u p p l i e s  o f  

� grade p lutonium . These s u p p l i e s  are adequate 

4 . 1 5 .  1 22 to handl e  a l l  reasonabl e  contingenci e s  that might arise 

n i n  the future . I would l ike to describe several o f  

u a l ternatives to the S I S  Pro j ec t  in  more detail .  

� by the way , most of these a l t ernatives were never 
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d i s cussed in the Draft  Environmental Stateme n t .  

Most p lutonium f o r  new weapons comes f rom 

retired weapons . In fact , accord ing to government 

sources we i nterviewed for th i s  special i s s u e , Energy 

Department pro j ections for weapon grade plutonium for 

new warheads i nd icate that the United States w i l l have 

a g lu t  of p l utonium a t  the end of the 1 9 9 0 ' s  because of 

a f l ood of warhead retirements , right when the S I S  

plant i s  supposedly needed . 

The DOE a l so has a l arge backlog of manu-

f actured scrap o r  residu e ,  which has been generated 

4 . 4 . 6  

4 . 4 . 7  

12 during the recy c l i ng o f  fabrication o f  wa r h ea d  

13 and other product ion processes . According to several 

14  knowl edgeable government source s ,  t h i s  stockp i l e  

1 5  represents two t imes t h e  amount of  plutonium that i s  

16 currently scheduled to be processed in the S I S  p l a n t . 

17 The Energy Department has recently decided 

16 to f ix a broken-down fac i l ity a t  Rocky Flats and begin 

19  this f a c i l ity i n  1 9 9 7 ,  close to the t ime or soon after 

� the time the S I S  wou l d  operate . The Department i s  

2 1  a l s o  accelera t i ng scrap recovery operations at its 

n other e x i s t i ng f ac i l it i e s , particularly at the Savannah 

n River Plant  in Hanford . 

24 Some l arge f raction o f  the Energy 

25 p l u tonium requirement w i l l  never materia l i z e ,  because 4 . 1 0 . 1 
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i ts es timates of the number of warheads i t  wil l bui l d  

are usua l l y  i n f l ated . According to Senator Mark Hat-

f ield , the ranking minority member of the Appropriat ions 

Subcommi ttee that oversees nucl e a r  mate r i a l s  producti o n ,  

o v e r  t h e  l ast six years t h e  government ha s ,  "Always 

overstated the number of warheads to be produced , 

sometimes by a factor of two . " 

In addition to incorporat ing more real istic 

est imates o f  the nucl e a r  warhead producti o n ,  the 

o f f ic i a l  requi rements for add i t ional nuclear weapons 

mate r i a l s  can be further reduced by accelerat ing the 

reti rement of older weapons on a schedul e  that w i l l  

perm i t  l arger amounts o f  recycled mater i a l  t o  coincide 

w ith new weapons produc t i o n .  U l t imate l y ,  much of  t h e  

demand for f resh pluton ium can be traced to an ina b i l ity 

o r  unw i l l ingness to synchro n i �e the schedu l e s  for new 

employment appointments and retirements in such a way 

as to minimize the need f o r  plutonium . 

Rational management of stockp i l e s  appears 

to take a back seat to m i l itary targeting requirements 

and arbitrary deadlines for deploy i ng new weapo n s .  

A t  a n y  given moment ,  several thousand 

k i lo g'rams o f  p l u tonium a re conta ined in the DOE 

transport a t i o n ,  storag e ,  p rocess ing , warhead fabrica-

t ion and d i smantlemen t ,  and reactor production sys tem , 
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commonl y  c a l l ed the pipel ine . More e f f i c iently pro-

cess ing this plutonium wou l d  a l so lead to lower re-

quirements for the add itional production o f  p lutonium � 

A new source o f  p l utonium that was never 

expected two years ago - - a t  l east to this administra-

tion o r  by our group - - are a rms control agreements � 

The pendi ng INF Treaty wou l d  resu l t  i n  additional 

plutonium savings , roug h l y  one-third the amount of  

p l u tonium that is scheduled f o r  the S I S  plant . When 

the United States and the Soviet Union agree to re-

duce the number of strateg i c  weapons by 50 percent i n  a 

START Agreeme n t ,  the United States would be deprived o f  

a n y  plaus ible j ustif ication f o r  produc ing a n y  plutonium 

in production reactors or the S I S  facil it y .  

According to Richard Wagne r ,  Assi stant to 

the Secretary o f  Defense for Atomic Energy f rom 1 9 8 1  

t o  19 8 6 ,  i f  there i s  a START Treaty , the United States 

w i l l  undoubtedly stop produ c t ion o f  f i s s i l e  materia l ,  

o r  i n  this case p lutonium, for weapons . Ample pluton ium 

exi s t s  to cover a breakdown of such an arms control 

regime , s ince if that were to happen , a build up of 

forces back to something l ike current force leve l s  

wou ld take long enough s o  t h a t  production o f  any 

addit ional plutonium that might be needed could 

p robably be provided i n  t ime . 
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The START Treaty might lead to even deeper 

cuts i n  U . S .  and USS R  nuc lear arsena l s .  P res ident 

Reagan has clearly s tat�d his goal i s  to drastical ly 

cut the number of nucl e a r  weapons in the wor l d .  The 

Soviet Union has also repeated l y  s tated that is its own 

goal . I n  such a future , the S I S  pl ant  woul d  be a rel ic 

o f  the pa s t .  

The S I S  Pro j ec t  was p l anned as  part of  the 

Reagan Admini s trat ion ' s  massive nuclear weapons buildu p .  

That bui ldup is  now essenti a l l y  over , a n d  p lutonium 

4 . 1 5 . 1 1 1  r equirements have been substan t i a l l y  reduced . The 

1 . 1  

1 2  current inventory o f  weapon grade p l u tonium i s  l arge , 

13 f lexibl e ,  and suf f i c ient to hand l e  unexpected increases 

1 4  i n  need . The S I S  P ro j ec t  is unnecessary and should be 

15 terminated . 

18  

1 7  

Thank you v e r y  muc h �  

THE HEARING OFF I CE R :  W e  w i l l  take M r .  A l -

18 bright ' s  comments and mark them Exhibit N o .  11 for the 

19 record . 

20 At t h i s  point , ladies and gent l emen , we ' re 

21 going to be i n  recess for f ive minutes to a l low the 

22 Court Repor t e r  to change paper.  

23 
( A  b rief  recess was taken � )  

24 

25 THE HEARING OFFICER : I ' d  l ike to i ntroduce 

75 Albright 

for inclusion into the record a number of  exhibits that 

have been brought forward to me as  the Hearing O f f i c e r .  

F i r s t  I ' d  l i k e  to include i n  t h e  record as  

Exhib i t  N o .  1 2  the prepared comments o f  D r .  Thomas 

Cochran and Mr . Dan Re icher of  the Natural Resources 

Defense Coun c i l .  

Exhibit No . 1 3 ,  the written comments o f  

M r .  BUrton R �  Baldwin . 

Exhibit 1 4 ,  the written comments of  

10 Mr . Phi l l i p  A. Anderson � 

1 1  Exhibit No . 1 5 ,  the written comments o f  

1 2  M r .  Mark Reed .. 

13  Exhibit No . 1 6 ,  the writ ten comments o f  

1 4  Kathy B itton . 

15  Exhibit No . 1 7 ,  the written comments of  

16 Edward Bri g ht er.  

1 7  Exhi b i t  No . 1 8 ,  the wr itte n  comments o f  

1 8  John E .  Chri stopherson .  

19 As I understand , those are individuals who 

20 are here but they have chosen not to present oral 

21 but rather have provided written comments for the 

22 reco rd . 

23 They w i l l  be inc luded in the record and 

� marked as sta ted . 

At t h i s  poi n t  we w i l l  resume our receipt o f  
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oral comment ,  and ask Mr . Clark Col l ins o f  the Blue 

Ribbon Coa l it ion to comment ,  fol lowed by Mr . Roy Mil l e r .  

Mr . Col l in s ?  

M R .  COLLI1JS : M y  name i s  C l ark Col lins . I ' m 

the President and Executive D irector of the Blue Ribbon 

Coa l i t i o n .  T h e  Blue Ribbon Coa l i t ion represents over 

50 organi za t ions in the Western United States , 19 of 

which are in Idaho . Whi l e  our primary concern is  access 

for recreation on our pub l i c  lands , we a�� very con-

cerned a l s o  about our national defens e .  Recreat ion i s  

o f  very l ittle concern t o  a nat ion at war . We feel 

that having a strong nuclear deterrent of  the very 

latest i n  nuclear weapons i s  the only t h i ng that keeps 

us from becoming invo l ved i n  another world war . We 

l ive i n  an imperfect world , where a weak national de-

fense invites disaster and cou l d  l i ke l y  b r i ng a war to 

our very own shore s . 

There is strong support in Idaho for the 

j ob s  that t h i s  Proj ect would b r i ng � We , too , support 

� it for that reason , and as a construction worker myse l f ,  

21 I would l i k e  to counter the argument that most of the 

n work woul d  be done by out-of-state workers . We have 

n a larg e ,  wel l-trained construct ion l abor pool in Idaho 

24 that would comprise the bulk o f  the work force to b u i l d  

25 t h i s  fac i l ity . Some of the workers may corne from 
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neighboring st ates that have shared their work with us 

in the pa s t .  The maj o rity of  t h e  wor k ,  however. w i l l  

l ik e l y  b e  done by Idaho const ruct ion worker s ,  and I am 

proud to be a part of that work force . 

We have heard much recently from the critics 

o f  the Spec i a l  I sotope Separation Proj ect being con-

s idered for the I NEL . Their concerns for our environment 

and the threat of a nuclear holocaust must certainly be 

cons idered . While we d i s agree with their v i ewpo i n t ,  we 

need such groups to make us  aware of  the possible 

problems with projects such as thi s .  They make u s  more 

cautious , and have h e l ped make our nucl ear i ndustry one 

o f  the s a f e s t  i n  the wor l d .  We should l i sten to their 

c r i t i c i sm , address our concerns , and proceed with this 

Proj ect that i s  critical to our national defens e .  

I t  i s  interesting t o  note that the same 

s eeking to lock up our natural resources in  des ignated 

wilderness are now advocating the weakening of  our 

national defens e .  The S ierra Club , Idaho Conservation 

League , and other e l i  test envi ronmental organ i z a t ions 

21 have targeted th i s  Pro j ec t  for d e f e a t .  The Snake River 

n Alliance i s  l ikely j ust a f ront group for their in-

23 volvement , and most l ik e l y  i s  funded by them . They 

24 would have us a l l  return to a s impler t ime o f  foot and 

� horse travel and conventional weapons for our national 
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defens e .  I can ' t  help but wonder where they would b e  

i f  i t  became necessary t o  defend our shores with con-

ventional weapons , as we would likely have to do , were 

it not for the deterrent o f  the most up-to-date nuclear 

weapons . 

The advanced technology of this Pro j ect w i l l  

undoubtedly have other benefits  i n  nuclear research . 

Much of the opposition is likely to b l ind opposition to 

anything nuclear . Can you imag ine trying to develop 

electrical energy in th i s  country against the oppo s i t ior 

o f  these s ame dooms day pred i cters ? Their oppo s i t ion 

to hydro and nuclear power p l ant 'pro j ects is wel l known . 

Can you imagine trying to gain approval for the high 

voltage e l e c t ri c a l  transmission l ines that cross our 

nation today? They would have us  all trying to l ive by 

torch l ight without being able to cut the trees for the 

torches . 

We a l l  need construct ive c r i t i c i s m ,  and 

for tllat we thank those opposed to t h i s  Pro j e c t .  I t  is  

good that we are not a nation o f  yes men that agree 

with everyth i ng our governmen t  doe s .  W e  d o  need to 

carefully cons ider our impa c t  on this plant.  I t  is , 

howeve r ,  a pol itically hos t i l e  world , where only the 

s trong s urvive . We need the S I S  for our national de-

� fens e .  We need the S I S  for the s pino f f  technology that 
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w i l l  res u l t  from i t . I t  should be b u i l t  here because 

the INEL i s  the most economical and environmenta l l y  

sound location for i t .  

Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  We w i l l  mark as  

Exhib i t  No . 1 9  the written comments of  Mr . Clark Col l ins 

and i nc lude those i n  the record . 

Our next oral commenter is Mr . Roy M i l l e r ,  

representative of t h e  E a s tern Idaho Counci l  on I ndustry 

and Energy . 

Mr . M i l l e r ?  

MR.  M ILLER:  I am Roy Mil le r ,  of  Pocate l l o ,  

I d aho . I ' ve l ived here a l l  my l i f e ,  more years rea l l y  

than I l ike to think about . a m  representing the 

Eastern Idaho Council  on I ndus try and Energ y .  This 

organization has been active i n  Southeastern I daho for 

a number of  years . Our p r imary purpose is dedication 

to the orderly development of energy which w i l l  ensure 

the t imely expans ion o f  i ndustrial and business 

Our membership is compr i s e d  of a cross section of  the 

popul a t io n ,  sma l l  business peop l e ,  labor union member s ,  

government employees and educators t o  name a few. We 

are cont inua l l y  striving for ava i l ab i l ity of employment 

for those persons who wish to l ive i n  this area . 

The S I S  w i l l  add to the school of employment 

8 0  M.iller 

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 1 6 

2

3

4

5

6

7

2

4

6

7

8

9

19

20

25

activity



5 . 2 4 . 2 3 

2 . 5 . 3  

10 

11  

12 
2 . 1 . 1  

13 
w 
W 1 4  ...... 

15 

1 6  

1 7  

1 6  

1 9  

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

so vita l l y  needed by the area in order to maintain 

economic stab i l i t y .  This growth will be within the 

parameters of the high level o f  sa fety and operation 

which the INEL has a lways show n .  

W e  have examined t h e  

Environmental Statemen t . '  We are 

f irmly convinced that this report was completed by a 

group o f  very qua l i f ied and reputed people . And the 

report obj ectively evaluates the impacts on the environ-

ment of us ing the l atest laser technologies in separatin 

desirab l e  isotopes , including those o f  p lutonium ,  at a 

more economica l rate than present ly used processes , whil 

at the same t ime providing techno logical  divers ity in 

achieving the crucial  and des ired product . 

I n  examining the 

Environmental statement Draf t ,  we noted that 

particular attention was focused on nationa l defense 

pol icy , including nonpro l iferation , socio-econom ic im-

pacts , waste management techniques , envi ronmenta l 

concepts includ ing aqu i f e r  and a i r  qua l ity and 

tion method s .  

I t  h a s  been shown t o  o u r  s a t i s f action that 

the impacts of this SIS Project during construction and 

subs equent operation are improvements over the status 

quo . 
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The S I S  app l ies a s a f e ,  advanced techno l ogy , 

which f i r s t  reduces and confines the r i s k  o f  existing 

waste prob l em and , second , provides a� economical ,  

long-term supply o f  material necessary to the integrity 

of  the united States defense posture . 

The Idaho National Engineering Laboratory 

in Southea s t  Idaho is  uniquely qua l i f ied to implement 

this techno l og y .  Idaho National Eng i neer ing Laboratory 

scientists are experienced i n  careful application of 

new processes , development of  material technologies and 

s a f eguard s , and particu l ar l y ,  in  more safely caring 

for wastes that may be harmful to the environmen t .  They 

have many technological f i r s t s , electric power from the 

atom , deve lopment and training of the nucl e a r  Navy , 

development of advanced mate r i a l s  and f abrication 

processes , volume reduction and phase transformation of  

h a zardous wastes , to name a few . 

H i s torica l l y ,  the Idaho National Eng ineer ing 

Laboratory has an enviable safety record and proven 

techn iques for managi ng radioactive wastes . 

We,  the Eastern Idaho Counci l  on Industry 

and Energ y ,  can only reiterate our support and urg e 

� the construction and operation o f  the proj ect at the 

24 I NE L .  

25 Thank you . 
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THE HEARING O F F I C E R ;  Thank you ,  Mr . M i l l e r .  

O u r  next scheduled com�enter i s  John Wa l ters 

o f  the International Brotherhood of  Electrical Worker s ,  

fol lowed b y  Richard Sagne s s .  

Mr . Walters ? 

HR . WALTERS : f.1y name is John F .  Walters . 

l ive at 1 2 6  North 8 0 0  Wes t ,  Bl ackfootl Idaho . I am a 

l if etime res ident of Idaho , and I r i s e  to s peak in 

support o f  the SIS P ro j ect at INEL . 

I have s pent many years working at the INEL 

S i te a s  an e l ectrician and a member o f  the Inter-

national Brotherhood o f  Electrical Workers . I am 

testi fying today on beha l f  of the labor movement i n  

Idaho . 

I have had the pri v i l ege of work ing on many 

p ro j ec t s  at various locations at the INEL for approxi-

mately 15 y ears , such locations as EBR2 , ATR, ETR , MTR , 

P B F ,  C P P ,  EBOR, TAN , LOFT , and for West inghous e ,  i ts e l f ,  

a t  NRTS . 

I have worked in radiation areas such as  

the hot c e l l  area,  the reactor compartments , the burial  

tank s ,  a l l  at the INEL , and I am very much aware o f  

the safety requirements a n d  how s tringent D O E  is  o n  

safety,  not only by t h e  Department of  Energ y ,  but a l so 

by the operation contractors and construction 
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at the I NEL S ite . I am not a l a rmed nor am I worried 

about sa fety at the INEL . 

I wou l d  l i k e  to begin my remarks by re-

peating that I ' m speaking on beha l f  of Idaho l abor and 

the work i ng people of  this country . 

I was s e l ected to speak today by Idaho 

labor representatives and as  an elected o f f i c i a l  o f  the 

International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers in  the 

capacity o f  International Vice Pres ident o f  the Eighth 

Distric t ,  which covers the States o f  Co lorado , Utah , 

Idaho, Wyoming and Montana . am indeed obl igated to 

s peak for those working people in  those state s .  

I do not speak a s  a novice a s  far a s  the 

nuc lear i ndustry i s  concerned . The IBEW represents 

the employees i n  9 0  percent of  the nuc lear generating 

f a c i l i t i e s  across this country , and we in  the I B EW are 

i n  total support o f  any and a l l  advance i n  nuclear 

techno log y .  The S I S  represents a pr ime example o f  

technology that i s  currently in a r a p i d  s tate o f  ad-

vancement . 

In the I BEW we have approxima t e l y  1 5 , 0 0 0  

members presently working i n  nucl ear fac i l i t i es across 

this continent , and 2 , 0 0 0  o f  these employe es are women .  

I point this o u t  t o  i l l u s trate that w e  in the I B EW 

are know l edgeable and very much aware of the s a fety and 
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the pos it ive contribut ions the nuclear industry con-

tributes to the nation as a who l e .  

But again today ,  w e  are back i n  the old 

standard and fl ame debate on nuclear weaponry ,  and 

the question of  arms pro l i ferat i o n  and the propos i t i o n  

t h a t  the n u c l e a r  indu stry i s  an  environmental d i s a s t e r  

a n d  a dire threat t o  this great country _ I f  we were to 

a ccept this worn and tattered theory , it would put u s  

in  a posi t ion where w e  would be at t h e  mercy of  a l l  

t h e  other wor l d  powers which none o f  us could tol erate.  

As proposed , the SIS  Pro j ect i s  needed to 

sus tain our nuclear deterrent as  an  al ternative source 

by separating production pl utonium to weapons grade 

plutonium, rather than depending on that old method of 

product ion reactors e 

vle are not t a l k i ng about mak i ng bombs at 

the I NEL , a nd we are not talking about mak i ng plutonium . 

We are address i ng the proposition of separating the 

pl utonium we al ready have i nto a weapon grade of 

a nd that is a l l  we are talk ing about here toda y .  

T h e  United states Congress has enacted 

l eg i s l ation which provides funding for the S I S ,  and i t  

w i l l  be bui l t .  Yes , i t  w i l l  b e  b u i l t  somewhere,  becaus 

Congress bel ieves it  i s  needed . The question we face 

i s  wh ether i t  will be b u i l t  here i n  Idaho or a t  Hanford 
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or i n  Georg i a .  

Now after s aying that , w e  c a n  g e t  back to 

the i s s u e  of  today : Does Idaho ' s  economy need an i n -

dustry that c a n  of fer some 7 5 0  permanent j obs a n d  a l s o  

o f fer t o  t h e  surroundi ng communities  m i l l ions of  dol l a r s  

annua l l y  i n  the w a y  of  t a x e s  a n d  more m i l l ions i n  the 

way o f  commerce and i n  the purchase o f  good s ?  Can we 

serious l y  consider d i s r egarding the advantages to be 

g a i ned i n  susta i n i ng the work i ng people and local 

b u s i ne s s es of  the area and of this State?  

As  has been true i n  the past down through 

all the years of  Ame r i c a n  h istory , the developing of  a n  

i ndu stry requ ires a degree of cal cul ated risk . All  

p rogress i nvolves some r i s k . For examp l e ,  cons ider 

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1  

6 . 1 .  2 

the t imes as they were when they i nvented the 6 . 2  
Many risks  were invol ved , and there was a lot o f  oppos i -

t i o n .  B u t  prog ress demanded t h e  deve lopment proceed , 

even as here today there is the oppo s i t i o n .  All 

prog ress i nvolves debate , r i s k ,  and oppos i t ion . Thos e  

that seek t o  g o  forward mus t  f i nd a way to overcome 

the oppos i t i o n .  

I only wish t h a t  together we could manage 

to debate th i s  i s s u e  on locating the program on the 

b a s i s  of prob l em solving rather than on the b a s i s  of 

p rob lem seeking e 
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I have taken the time to examine this 

Project close l y  by studying the Environmental 

Statement which has been as sembled , and I have come to 

bel ieve that a good job has been done in  develop ing 

that document .  have found careful study and s crut iny 

rel ieves a lot of the f ears and concerns the average 

person has i n  respect to the S I S . I ,  l ike many o thers 

and most wor k i ng peopl e ,  are env ironmental i s ts at heart , 

a l though I am sure some people w i l l  say you a re not 

environmental thinkers and , therefore , you are not an 

environment a l i s t  if you s upport a proj e c t  l ike the S I S � 

I steadfastly d i sagree with t h i s  presump t io n ,  and I am 

personal l y  acqua i nted with a very large number of  

working people employed at the I NEL , and I know that 

1 5  many of  the working people at the INEL Site for the 

'6 many various contractors and ope rators are indeed 

17  envi ronmental i s ts i n  their own right and proud to be . 

'8 So I s a y ,  we as working people have examinedl 

19 t h i s  Pro j ect c l o s e l y �  We know that prope r s a f eguards 

� are in place and w i l l  be improved upon as the Project 

21 develops . And we bel ieve that many of the problems 

n i nvolved have al ready been resolved , and that the other 

23 problems that everyone seems to want to debate and then 

� debate some more can cont inue into the next century 

� until  the nations of th i s  world agree to s top building 

8 7  Walters 

I 
nuclear weapon s .  And as I stated before , this  w i l l  cornel 

only when all of  the wo

'

rld powers have reached a common I 
agreement . do truly pray it w i l l  come in this 

c en tury , but u n t i l  that day we must face rea l i t y .  

Astound i ng advances have b e e n  made in  the 

pursuit of  the s ci ence o f  nuclear energ y ,  and many have 

been advanced at the I NEL S ite r ight here in  Southeaster 6 . 4 . 1  
Idaho . And I say Idahoans should deve lop , support , 

and operate the S I S  Pro j ect not only for the image o f  

' 0  Idaho a n d  for the j o b s  it  w i l l  create and t h e  economy 

" it w i l l  bol ster , but also for th is  nat ion and its  

' 2  n a t ional defense and for the United States o f  Ame r i c a .  

' 3  S I S  i s  a v ital Pro j ect t h a t  i s  needed and 

'4 should be devel oped here at the I N EL Site . 

'5 Colorful rol l i ng plains  and giant pristine 4 . 1 5 . 1  
'6 mo unta ins are wo nderf ully p l e a s i ng to the eye , but 

'7 u nfortunate ly they cannot feed a fami l y ,  pay col lege 

'8 t u i t ions , purchase a home or ensure f i nanc ial stab i l ity 

19 for the bus iness.es and for the workers of  the State of 

� Idaho . And I say we should a l l  stand in  unison and say 

21 " Yes on S I S " .  

22 We desperately need this  industrial  develop- 1 . 1  

n pro j ect . Let ' s  all demons trate our support and go 

� forth with S I S  as we have before with so many pro j ects 

� in the past here at the INEL by resounding support of 
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our national defense , our country , and the State of  Idah 

Let ' s  convince DOE it  s hould be buil t ,  the SIS right 

here at the INEL . 

Thank you .  

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  Thank you , M r .  

We ' l l mark your written t e s timony Exhib i t ' No .  2 0 , in-

e l ude them i n  the record . 

Our next speaker w i l l  be D r .  Richard 

Sagness of the Pocatello  Chamber of Commerc e ,  f o l lowed 

10 by Dane Watkins . 

1 1  DR.  SAGNESS : I am D r .  Richard Sagness , 

12  Pres ident o f  the Greater Poc a t e l l o  Chamber of  Commerce . 

13 T h i s  organ i z a t ion has  been a leader in suppo r t ing 

14 pos i t ive economic development and a better qua l ity o f  

15 1 ife for Eas t ern Idaho c i t i z e n s  for many years . 

1 6  I woul d  l ik.e to i nd icate to you at the Qut-

17  set that the Greater Pocat e l lo Chamber of  Commerce is  

18 not j us t  i nteres ted in obt a i n i ng j obs at any cos t ,  

1 9  environmenta l , soc io-economic , o r  other . W e  l ive here ; 

w love this  area ; and,  we are certai n l y  not i nterested 

21 in intent iona l l y  doing a nything which w i l l  harm the 

22 area . 

23 On the other hand , pro j ects at the INEL o r  

� i n  other locations which meet reasonable environme n t a l  

� safeguards and which provide assurances of safety to 
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workers a nd res idents are certa i n l y  important to the 

continuing welfare and development of  our region and 

stat e .  

The Greater Pocatello  Chamber of Commerce 

has care f u l l y  rev iewed the Draft Environmental 

for the Spe c i a l  I sotope Separation Pro j ect and 

has determ ined that the Project i s  worthy o f  our f u l l  

s upport . It is our opinion that the report was complete 

by a group o f  techn i c a l l y  competent and reputable 

i ndividua l s . The report evaluates fairly and obj ectivel 

the ef fects o n  the e nv i ro nment o f  us i ng advanced laser 

technology i n  separat i ng desired i sotopes , p r imarily 

plutonium,  i n  a more cost ef fect ive manner than is  

prese nt ly availabl e .  I t  i s  our opin ion that , a lthough 

this Proj ect is p r ima r i l y  directed at  plutonium 

separation , future techno logi ca l  spino f f s  hold the 

potential for s ig n i f icant positive benef its for the 

It is a l so clear to us that vender support and other 

types o f  support s e rv i c e s  for the pro j e c t  can make 

ma j or contributions to the economy of the area . 

Eastern Idaho has a strong and stable work 

force to support the S I S  pro j e c t .  One of the great 

strengths o f  our area is  its people and their s trong 

1 . 1  

2 . 5 . 3  

2 . 1 . 1  

5 . 2 7 . 9 . 1 

6 . 4 . 1  

� work ethi c .  As the report i ndi cates , there should be 5 . 2 7 . 1 1 . 3 
25 very adequate l abor avai la b l e  to complete the 
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12 

13 

14  

15  

16 

17  

18  

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

phase of  the Proj ect with a positive socio-economic 

impa c t .  

Although many o f  t h e  technical personnel 

to operate the Project may come f rom outside the are a ,  

i t  a ppears t o  u s  that the type o f  personnel , the aggre-

gate numb e r ,  and the manner i n  which they will be added 

w i l l  make positive a s s imilation without major dis-

ruption to city and county services likely.  Impacts on 

hou s i ng and schools appear to be m inimal . Using the 

Pocatello a rea as  an i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  there are current l y  

approximatel y  7 0 0  s i ngle u n i t  dwe l l ings available at 

a n  average price of  $ 5 3 , 0 0 0 .  There i s  a good 

o f  multiple unit hou s i ng with desirable two-bedroom 

apartments beginning at $ 2 0 0  per month . The Pocatello 

public schools can accommodate several hundred addi t iona 

s tudents without major di sruption to f acil ities or 

s t af f .  Certainl y ,  Idaho State University i s  i n  a 

position to not only serve in a s c ient i f ic and tech-

nolog ical support role to the P roj ect , but to accommodat 

the h igher education needs of Pro j ec t  personnel and thei 

fami l ies . 

We are not going to go over point by point 

the various issues which have been addres sed in our 

24 review of t h i s  Pro j e c t .  T h i s  h a s  b e e n  done very 

25 systematica l l y  and obj ect ively in the EIS  report . I t  i s  

9 1  Walters 

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 
s u f fi cient to i ndicate that it has been demonstrated to 

our s a t i s f a c tion that the impacts of  the S I S  Pro j ect 

during construction and subsequent operation will have 

a net pos i t ive e f f e c t  on Eastern Idaho , the State , and 

the reg i o n .  

I t  also appears to us  that the Pro j ect 5 . 28 . 2  

appl ies a thoroughly researched and safe technology 

for the reduction and co n f i nement of  risks associated 

with an existing waste problem and provides an economica 

10 long-term supply of mate r i a l s  necessary to the integrity 

1 1  o f  the United States ' defense sy stem. The S I S  Pro j ect 

12  i s  one which can benefit Idaho a nd the nation , and in 

1 3  t h i s  s e n s e  w e  are pleased t o  provide o u r  ful l support . 

14 In conc l u s i o n ,  the Idaho National Eng ineerin 

15 Laboratory and its employees have been an important 

The 2 . 2 . 1  16 and pos i t ive part of Eastern Idaho for many years . 

17 s ci entists and s u pport personnel are competent ,  s k i l l e d ,  

18  and experienced in the appl i cation o f  new technological 

19  processes , the deve lopment o f  materials technology and 

20 safeguards a nd in sa f e l y  caring for wastes that have 

21 potential for harm to the environme n t .  

22 The I NEL has a n  exce l l ent safety record a nd 5 . 2 4 . 2 3 
23 has proven through the test of t ime thei r  capabi l ity 

� in managing radioactive wastes . The INEL is a good 

25 neighbo r ,  and there ' s  a h igh level o f  support and trust 
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which exists between the people of  pocat e l l o  a nd Easter 

Idaho a s  it  r e l ates to the S ite , its personne l ,  and i t s  

operation.  

In  c los i ng , I would only emph a s i z e  again 

the support of  the Greater Pocatel l o  Chamber of  Commerce 

for the construction and operation o f  the Special 

Isotope Separation Project at the Idaho National 

Engineering Laboratory . 

This statement has been f u l l y  supported by 

10 the Board of Directors of the Greater Pocate l lo Chamber 

11 of Commerc e .  I thank y o u  very much f o r  your attention 

1 2  and pasi tive cons iderat ion of  my remarks and your 

13 s upport of  the Pro j e c t .  Thank you . 

14 THE HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you very much , 

15 D r .  Sagnes s .  We ' l l  mark your written comments as 

18 Exhibit No . 21 for the record and introduce them as 

17 At this t ime I woul d  l i k e  to b r i ng forward 

18 our next comment e r ,  State Senator Dane Watkins , speaking 

19 on beha l f  of Citizens for Idaho . 

20 M R .  WATKINS : Thank you very much , Mr.  

21 I appreciate being here this afternoon and lending my 

22 for this important Proj ect . 

23 At the outse t l  may I take this opportunity 

� thank the hundreds of  people that have worked very 

� in our petition e f fort over the l a s t  two and a half 

93  Watk i n s  

10 
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to three weeks . I have co-chaired what has been c a l l ed 

the Idaho Citizens for the S I S ,  a nd I ' ve never seen in 

my l i f etime l iving in this commun ity , being born and 

raised here,  any ef fort that had more support of any 

pro j ect in any manner that I have ever been related to . 

It ' s  been exciting to s e e  housewives , sales  people , 

farmers , the working people of this State come together 

f rom all d i f ferent communities to support the S I S .  I 

appreciate those that have worked so hard , and I want 

them to k now their e f forts are appreciated . 

Today you ' l l hear a lot of t.est imony about 

the propo s a l  to build the SIS at  the INEL . There w i l l  

be r a d i c a l  disagreements between those who support and 

those who oppose i t .  I a m  o n e  o f  the thousands who 

support building the S I S  at the INEL.  I ' m  one  of the 

16 hundreds who ' ve taken the initiative to demonstrate to 

17 you the overwhelming support of this Proj ect that is 

18  e n j oyed here in Idaho , and not j u s t  Southeast Idaho, but 

19 a l l  of  Idaho. 

20 I read in the paper yesterday that the DOE 

21 mus t  make its decis ion on where to build this Pro j e c t  

2 2  based on an environmen t a l , economic ,  s a fety considera-

n tion., not our national nuclear policy i s s ue s .  I t  

� seems to me that we need this f a c i l ity and is in i t s e l f  

� a matter of nuc lear pol i c y .  The Pres ident , Congres s ,  th 
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Defense Depa rtme n t ,  the National Security Council  and 

the Department o f  Energy have all s t ated the need for 

this fac i l i t y  i n  order to increase our country ' s  s upply 

o f  weapon s  grade plutonium. I bel ieve them . I think 

tens of thousands o f  others here i n  Idaho b e l i eve them . 

I t ' s  my unders tand i ng the Environmental 

i ndicates the plant CQuld be bu i l t  with l ittle or no 

adverse impact on the environment . 

Econom i c a l l y  I doubt you ' l l f ind a better 

place than the INEL . Throughout i t s  hi story , the 

operation o f  the contractors at the S ite have 

their abil ity to bring pro j ects  i n  for under e s t imated 

costs . 

There are no f i n e r  group of operators and 

contractors anywher e .  

A s  f o r  s a f e t y ,  INEL ' s  records o n  s a f ety 

s peak for i t s e l f .  Saf ety ought to be one o f  the best 

reasons to locate thi s  Pro j ect at the INEL . Any 

c r i t i c i sms o f  the s a f ety record at the S ite is s imply 

not true . 

Now where are we today , March 2 5 th ,  1 9 8 8 ?  

Our nation ' s  leaders have s tated the need for this 

p l an t .  Congres s has appropriated the necess ary funds 

to get i t  s tarted . The DOE has  indicated the I NEL a s  

a preferred s ite . T h e  D E I S  s tates t h e  I N E L  i s  a good 

9 5  Watk i n s  
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s i t e .  The I NEL has  demon�trated its capab i l i ty to 

compl ete the Proj ect economica l l y  on time and with the 

best sa fety p recautions in the bus i ness . 

There i s  j u s t  one factor left , publ i c  

s upport or lack of  i t .  I ' m here t o  t e l l  you , ladies  

and gentleme n ,  that this  Project enj oys overwhelming 

publ i c  support f rom a l l over Idaho . For 15 years I 

represented t h i s  area in the Idaho State Senat e ,  and 

i n  those 15 years I worked c l o s e l y  with o f f ic i a l s  at  

the IN EL a s  pro j ects  came and went . Throughout those 

15 years , the INEL has  enj oyed tremendous pub l i c  

support , both b y  i t s  immedi ate neighbor a n d  t h o s e  who a r  

more distant . I can t e l l  you now, beyond any shadow o f  

a dou b t ,  t h i s  P r o j e c t  has as  much or more support a s  

any p ro j ect brought t o  the S i t e .  

I h a d  a l a d y  c a l l  me t h e  other n ight . I t  

w a s  midnigh t .  She says , " I  want t o  s ign your p e t i t i o n .  

Where d o  I get some ? "  

A gu·y was i n  my o f f i c e  this  morni ng .  He 

� must have been 7 0  years old , says , " Dane , I want to s ign 

21 your pet i t ion . Where can I s ign ? "  

22 Th i s  has  been happening over the l a s t  two 

n or three week s .  I t ' s  unheard of , i n  my opinion , t o  see 

2 4  the d i ff erent k i nds o f  people f rom all  walks o f  l i fe 

� come to thi s  Pro j ect and s a y ,  "We want it  here at I N EL . "  

9 6  Watk i n s  
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In my dea l ings ove r the l a s t  two or three 

weeks , and I preface this remark because I know there ' s  

oppos ition at this hearing , but a s  we organi zed this  

Proj ect , I d idn ' t  f ind any rea l l y  adverse support for 

it.  I found pos it ive s upport . I know there ' s  oppos i t io 

here that are oppos ed to this Pro j ec t ,  but the peopl e  

that l ive and work a n d  r a i s e  t h e i r  fam i l i es here want 

S I S .  I c a n  t e l l  you that for certa i n .  

Now I know the Snake River A l l iance i s  

opposed , b u t  I have some probl ems with thei r  oppos i t i o n .  

I k now for t h e  m o s t  p a r t  - - I don ' t  know a lot about 

their o rgani z at ion - - know they have some peo p l e  that 

l ive here , but I don ' t  think for the most part they 

have a lot of  membership that r e a l l y  live and work and 

1 5  raise their famil ies here . They have enough money , I ' m  

16  sur e ,  to h ire mov ie stars to try to scare peop l e ,  to 

17 oppose the Pro j ect . I sometimes question where thei r  

1 8  money comes from . I don ' t  know for sure . But i f  the 

19 truth were known , they aren ' t  opposed to thi s  Pro j ect . 

20 I think they ' re opposed to nucl ear weapons period . They 

21 w i l l  go anywhere and do a lmost anythi ng to obstruct 

22 our national defense . If this p r o j ect goes to Savannah 

23 Rive r ,  the Snake River A l l iance or somebody l ike them 

� wi l l  b e  there i n  oppo s it ion to i t .  

25 The National Resource D e f ense Counc i l  i s  
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opposed . They don ' t  care about this pro j ec t .  They 

don ' t  care about Idaho . They ' re opposed to nuclear 

weapons . They import their expe·rts and their facts and 

try to c loud the issue . They ' l l be at Savannah River 

or any other place if we aren ' t  chosen as the s i te to 

b u i ld i t .  

A s  w e  conclude , may I say j u s t  one other 

thing ? It ' s  been rea l l y  heartwarming to start this 

Proj ect , and I ' d  l ike to announce today o f f i c i a l l y  - -

and this has j u s t  taken two and a h a l f  to three week s .  

You ' ve got to appreciate that we haven ' t  had a lot o f  

t ime to put this pet i t ion drive together ,  but we ' ve had 

a lot o f  peopl e  work on i t .  

And I announce t o  you , M r .  Eiguren , Hearing 

O f f ic e r ,  we ' ve got over 8 , 0 0 0  petitions of people f rom 

a l l over the State . As you know, I don ' t  k now how much 

it weighs , but it  feel s  l ike 1 0 0  pounds , maybe a l it t l e  

b it more , maybe a l it t l e  b i t  less . But it f e e l s  good , 

and I think this  shows the support this Pro j ect has . 

I only ask that you look at the facts . The 

nation needs the S I S ;  Idaho is  the best place to b u i l d  

i t ;  and , it  has , i n  my opin ion a n d  m y  k nowledge over 

the last three weeks , overwhelming s upport o f  Idaho ' s  

peopl e .  I ' d  l ike t o  subm i t  this as test imony as a n  

exhibi t .  I ' d a l s o  l ik e  t o  show the exhibi t ,  a bumper 

9 8  Watkins 

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

g

13

2

3

4

5

6

7

g

23



w 
.;:. 
a 

1 0 1 7  

sticker we had made up that s ay s , · Support our State . 

Help bring new j ob s  to Id aho . "  

I think this t e l l s  it  a l l . I ' d  l ike to give 

Mr . E iguren one , and I hope if he puts i t  on his car , 

he ' l l have a lot of peo p l e  clapp ing for h i m .  Thank you 

very muc h .  

THE HEARING OFFICER;  Thank you , Senator 

Watkins , I ' m  sure , but I can ' t  put that bumper sticker 

on my car. We ' l l  receive the pet i tions as Exhibit 

10  No . 2 2  for the record . I t ' s  my unders tanding that the 

" Senator w i l l  make add i t ional copies to be provided for 

12 that .. 

13 At this t ime I ' d  l ike to c a l l  John Horan ,  

14 who w i l l  speak on beha l f  of  the Health Phys i c s  Society . 

15 MR. HORAN : Mr . E iguren , for the record I 

16 have a letter from Mrs . Roch e l l e  J .  Honkus ,  President 

17 of the Eas tern Idaho Chapter,  which authorizes  me to 

18 read her oral s tatement .  She regrets that i l lness  

19 prevents her from being here toda y .  

THE HEARING OFF ICER : Thank you , s i r .  We 

21 w i l l  mark her l etter as Exhibit No . 2 3 .  

22 M R .  HORAN: Ladies and gentleme n ,  the 

n Eastern Idaho Chapter of the Health Phy s i c s  Society i s  

� one of 4 1  chapters of the National Health Phys i c s  

2 5  Society which has as i t s  primary obj ective the developme 

9 9  Horan 

of scient i f i c  knowledge and practical means for the pro-

tection of man and his  envi ronment from the harmful 

e ffects o f  radiation , thus providing for its utilization 

for the benefits o f  mank ind . 

N a tional membership is over 6 , 0 0 0  people . 

The Eastern Idaho Chapter has a membership of more than 

1 0 0  profess iona l s ,  including i nd iv idua l s  working in stat 

and federal government agenc i es , private industry, and 

government contractors , the med i c a l  f i el d , and at 

1 0  
univers i t ie s  i n  Idaho . 

" 
Areas of spec i a l t y  i nclude app l i ed radiat ion 

1 2  protect ion , dos im e try� t r a ini ng o f  workers , environ-

13 mental mon i toring,  personnel monitoring , nuclear 

14 med i c i n e ,  s a f e  transport , rad i a t ion b iology, radio-

15 chem i s t r y ,  radio-optical r i s k  a s sessment ,,;,," - t:1at I s the 

18  preparation o f  Env i ronment a l  S tatements s imilar 

17  to the one we I re reviewing today .... - r.eactor health phys ic 

18 prepa r i ng regulations and s tandard s ,  research and 

19 waste managemen t .  I bel i eve t h i s  organization is  one 

� of the best qua l i f ied to evaluate the technical merits 

21 of the Draft Statement . 

22 The Eastern Idaho Chapter of the Health 

23 Physics Society supports the conclusions of the Draft 

� Environmental Statement that the Spec ial  Isotope 

� Separation Pro j ec t  can be operated s a f e l y  at the INEL 
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for the fol lowing key reason s :  

" F i rs t , the d e s ign i s  a t  the leading edge 

of the state of the art for nuclear faci l it i e s , and it 

employs the best dose reduction techniques for both 

the workers and the o f f - s i te population.  

" S econd , radioactive releases to the en-

v ironment under normal operating conditions w i l l  b e  

wel l below a n y  applicable s tandard . In fac t ,  any 

l iquid di scharges will b e  below d r i nk i ng water 

" Th i r d ,  in the event of an accidental re-

lease of radioactive materia l s ,  the environmental im-

pact w i l l  be minimal . I n  addi tion , we bel ieve,  based 

on our professional knowl edge and experienc e ,  that the 

INEL is  the optimum l o c a t ion for this Pro j e c t .  We 

believe a l so that the Envi ronmental S tatement 

could be cons i dered f l awed , because it  does not paint 

a complete p icture of the unique experience and expertis 

that exists at the I N EL . I n  fact , i t ' s  unfortunate 

19 that even the people i n  I daho Fal l s , Sun Va l l ey ,  and 

M Boi s e , I daho , have o n l y  a superficial awareness of 

21 this valuable resource . "  

22 I n  the i nterest of t ime , I wil l  only outline 

n the key ideas developed in the written statement which 

� wi l l  be submitted l ater . These are : The INEL has been 

� the home of the most advanced energy research performed 
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in  the worl d .  Argonne N a t ional Laboratory demonstrated 

the f irst u s e  o f  nuclear energy to produce el ectricity 

and the princ i p l e  of the breeder reactor in Idaho . 

I n c identall y ,  breeder reactors convert natural urani um ,  

which i s  non - f i s s ionabl e ,  i nto the f i s s ionable eleme n t ,  

Plutonium 2 3 9 .  Breeder reactors h a v e  b e e n  producing 

sma l l  quantities of plutonium i n  I daho since 1 9 5 1 .  

The INEL i s  the only National Eng ineering 

Laboratory i n  the United State s .  Over the past 49  

years , 5 2  reactors or c r i t i c a l  facil i ties have been 

s u c c e s s f u l l y  designed , bui l t ,  and opera ted at the I N EL . 

Most of these f ac i l ities  were unique in the wor l d . The 

most serious acc ident to occur at the INEL was in  1 9 6 1  

at  the SL-l prototype reactor fac i l i ty .  Three m i l itary 

personnel were k i l l e d  i n  the s team explos ion . The 

radiolog i c a l  impact , as predicted by the s afety analysis 

repo r t ,  was m i n imal at any o f  the other s i te f a c i l i t i e s  

or f o r  t h e  o f f - s i te popul ation . 

The mos t  s evere accident considered as even 

M poss ib l e  for the S I S  woul d  be orders of magnitude 

21 sma l l e r ,  could i n j ure about the s ame number of workers , 

22 and would have l e s s  env i ronmental impact both on and o f f  

23 site . 

24 The Radiological and Environmental Sciences 

� Laboratory at the INEL is u n ique as a government 
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operated l aboratory . Actually in 1 9 7 5 , the INEL was 

g iven a new type of des ignatio n .  I t  i s  now a national 

env ironmental research part . Th i s  laboratory moni tors 

the wat e r ,  a i r ,  soi l , farm products such as whea t ,  

lettuc e ,  and m i l k , as  w e l l  a s  w i l d l i f e  over a n  area 

o f  5 , 0 0 0  square m i l e s , both on and off s it e .  They have 

an international reputation for the qual ity of  the i r  

research a n d  opera t ional a c t ivities i n  perso nnel and 

environ�en tal dosymmetry , as  well as the development o f  

10 u l tra-sensitive methods of radio-chemical analys i s  for 

1 1  internal dosymrnet r y .  They are a l s o  a reference lab-

1 2  oratory for the United States Nuclear Regulatory 

13 Comm i s s ion . 

14 The Naval Reactor F a c i l ity has four maj o r  

15 plants , as you ' ve heard s everal t imes today , which are 

18 the b irthplace and ma j or training center for the U . S .  

1 7  Nuclear Nav y ,  i nc luding nuclear powered submarine s ,  

1 8  cruisers , and a i rc r a f t  carriers . 

19 Both the EBR-l in 1 9 5 3  and the MTR in 1 9 5 8  

m have demonstrated nuc lear power operations with 

21 P lutonium 2 3 9  f uel . In addition , the zero power 

22 plutonium reactor operated from 1 9 5 5  to 1 9 7 0  at the 

23 Argonne National Laboratory Idaho Site . The INEL 

� developed the original concept and i s  now the home for 

� Sys tems Safety Development Cent e r ,  which is  inter-
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to improve the s afety performance of a ny industrial 

orga n i z a t i o n .  T h i s  i s  done through a fully i ntegrated 

risk management program . While this program wa s 

developed for application and DOE activities in the 

1 9 8 0 ' s  and 1 9 9 0 ' s ,  these advanced state-of-the-art 

co ncepts and methods are now being used by NRC , by 

NAS A ,  and by the U . S .  Navy . I n  addition , spino f f s  

from t h i s  government program t o  U . S .  i ndus tries has 

been rapid , i ncluding aerospac e ,  automobi l e ,  u t i l ities , 

o i l , chemica l ,  forre s t  products and nuclear powe r .  

M o s t  recen t l y ,  the conc e p t s  have crossed the ocean to 

Eng land , Franc e ,  and Germany . 

In conc l u s ion , a l l  the programs and 

a c t i v i t i e s  I have mentioned have invo l ved many of  the 

past and present members o f  the Eastern Idaho Chapter 

o f  the Health Physics  Soci ety . They were proud to be 

i nvo lved in  the des ign , operation , was te disposal and 

environmental mon itoring a spects for these activitie s .  

W i th c o n fidence we look forward to s im i l ar succe ss ful 

21 experiences with the S I S .  Thank you . 

22 THE HEARING OFFI C E R !  Thank you . Ladies 

n and gentleme n ,  our f inal two organ i zat ional commenters 

24 t h i s  af ternoon are Jean Richtsme ier of the Idaho Fal l s  

� C i t i z ens aga i n s t  the S I S  and A .  R .  Conroy . 
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Jean Richtsmei e r ?  

MS . R I C HTSMEI E R :  I speak as a member of 

the Idaho Falls c i t i z ens against the S I S .  I t  i s  an 

ad hoc group o f  c i tizens i n  Idaho F al l s  who have becoMe 

concerned s i nce there has been publ ic it y  about the S I S  

in the med i a .  

Also , j ust t o  l e t  you know a l ittle back-

ground , I belong to a group named Ch r i s t ians Pray ing 

For Peace , a nd this group has prayed for peace in eight 

churches in the Idaho Falls  area for the past f ive 

Atoms for peac e ,  f i rst electric power 

generated by a nuc lear reacto r ,  and now a new fronti e r .  

Treatment of  inoperabl e  b r a i n  tumor by Baran Neutron 

Captu r i ng �herap y .  Some things to b e  p roud o f �  th ings 

that peopl e  of Southeastern Idaho are proud of , and 

I ' m  here today because I ' m proud of those accompl ish-

ments of the INEL . And I speak today because that 

original m i s s i o n ,  Atoms for peac e ,  peaceful uses for 

nuclear powe r ,  is  real l y  b e i ng th reatened . And more 

than threatened , I believe it  will be  perverted by the 

miss ion of p roducing weapon g rade plutonium for nuc lear 

22  warhead s .  And that change would change m y  environment , 

23 the environment in which I l ive . 

24 My name is Jean Conk l i n  Richtsmei e r .  I 

25 have l ived in Idaho Falls  s ince 1 9 7 7 . My husband and I 

1 0 5  Richtsmeier 

have f ive childre n .  Our home i s  at  1 5 0  E l eventh Stree t .  

Pro f e s s iona l ly , I ' m a commun ications disorder 

and my husband is a pra c t i cing cardio log i s t  here in 

tow n .  We are ordinary c i t i zens of Idaho Fa l l s . Our 

own philosophy , maybe the way you wou l d  say that we 

s trive in our l ives , how we base our everyday decis ions , 

how we t r y  and settle our problems , maybe even how we 

choose to spend our t ime . Our ph i losophy we l earn from 

Albert Schwe i t z e r ,  and i t ' s  very simp l e , i t ' s  reverence 

10 for l if e .  

1 1  The Special Isotope Separat ion l a s e r  does 

1 2  not pervert that philosophy . Howeve r ,  the miss ion of  

13 u s i ng the SIS to produce weapons grade plutonium does . 

1 4  So I ' m here because I feel my environment is  threatened , 

1 5  a n d  I wou l d  l ike t o  t a l k  about t h a t  i n  three d i f ferent 

1 6  area s :  The phys ical envi ronment ,  the economi c  environ-

17 men t ,  a nd to me mos t  important l y ,  the human envi ronment .  

18 I know that the INEL has a great safety record , one 

19 that the DOE is very proud o f .  But the transportation 

20 of low grade p l u tonium to I daho Fa lls  and then the 

21 transportat ion of very tox ic plutonium f rom Idaho Fa lls  

2 2  to Rocky Flats i s  an unknown t ha t  n o  one  can as sure us  

23 

24 

25 

o f  its  s a f e t y .  The other factors I w i l l  l eave to other 

experts to speak abou t .  

And n o w  t h e  economic environment .  I can 
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see how a $ 1  b i l l ion pro j ect would boost the economy 

of Southeastern Idaho , and I understand tha t .  I ' m very 

s en s itive to it. I rea l l y  love my community;  I real l y  

am in favor o f  j o b s . B u t  a n y  decis ion has t o  be made 

in l ight of  the overa l l  picture and weighted out for 

the overall  long-term good , and I am a c i t i z en a l s o  of  

the Un ited States , and a l l  o f  u s  are quite aware that 

our federal economy has  been in  danger and i s  in  danger , 

i n  part , becaus e  of the nationa l d e f i c i t .  And here 

aga i n ,  the SIS i s  a P ro j ect that i s  non-revenue pro-

duc i ng and is extremely costly for the amount o f  j obs 

that i t  wou ld prov ide . That is a nother $1 b i l l ion 

project paid by the tax do l l a r s  of  all c i t i z e n s  through-

out the United States . So I have to weigh that in the 

dec i s io n .  For t h e  economic overall good of m y  country , 

I do not bel ieve that the S I S  is an appropriate 

Final l y ,  I look at the human environmen t .  

H i s to r i c a l l y ,  this - - the INEL Site h a s  focu s ed on the 

peaceful use o f  the atom.  There ' s  no way that the 

2 0  workers at the S i te would be unaware that the original  

1 1  purpose has  changed 180  degrees . A l s o ,  a s  a c i t i z en 

22 of thi s community,  I know it is a rel igious community . 

n And as you might be awa r e ,  mos t  ma j o r  denominations 

� have publ icly opposed the nuclear arms race . So i n  

� e f f e c t ,  the Project asks  workers to countermand , dur ing 

1 0 7  Richtsme i e r  
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the i r  five days o f  work , what they have learned as  they 

come together to pray , the moral mandates that have 

been pub l i c l y  pronounced by the m a j or denominations . 

This w i l l  cause a change in the human environment � I t ' s  

interna l ;  it ' s  i n  the heart ;  it ' s  in the head ; it ' s  in  

the v i s c e r a ;  and , I do think i t  w i l l  cause s tres s .  And 

I do think in the l ong-term ,  our commun i ty w i l l  not 

p ro s p e r .  

So i n  conclus i o n ,  I urge t h a t  t h e  S I S ,  for 

the purpose o f  producing weapons grade pl uton iu� , not 

be built at the INEL and not be built anywhere . Thank 

you. 

THE HEARING OFF ICER : Thank you . Our f i na l  

organizational  speaker i s  A .  R .  Conroy , s peaking on 

behal f o f  the Greater Pocatello Economic Growth Counc i l .  

Thank you , I w i l l  mark M r .  Conroy ' s  comments 

as  Exhibit No . 24 a nd submit them as  provided to u s  for 

the record . M r .  Conroy ?  

M R .  CONROY : Thank you, Mr � Chairman . My 

� name is Richard Conro y .  I a m  a I S -year resident o f  the 

21 State of I daho and currentl y  live near McCammo n .  I ' m 

22 employed by FMC Corporation in Pocatel l o  and have worked 

n for FMC for 21 years . My present pos ition is technology 

24 manager.  

I am a l s o  the immediate p a s t  Pres ident o f  
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the Greater Pocatello Chamber of Commerc e ,  and I 

curren t l y  serve this organ i z ation as Chairman of the 

Greater Pocate l l o  Economic Growth Counc i l .  

I appear before you today wearing two hats : 

As a leader of the economic development e f fort in the 

Pocate l l o-Chubbuck-Bannock County a r e a ,  and as an 

experienced research scientist and manager.  

Firs t ,  I ' d  l ike to  address  the Special 

I sotope Separation Pro j ect f rom a regional economic 

10 development point o f  view.  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 1 1  The S I S  Pro j ect wou l d  be an enormous shot 

12 i n  the arm for the Southeast Idaho economy_  Were it 

13  not for the INEL and a few major manufacturers whose 

5 . 27 . 1 2 . 4  14 operat ions have remained f a i r l y  stab l e  during the 

1 5  our region would have been econom i c a l l y  devastated by 

1 6  the recent recess ion i n  the agricu ltural and other 

1 7  n atural resource based elements o f  t h e  economy _ 

18 we b e l ieve that through recent dedication of s ignif icant 

19 resources toward economic p lanning , both at the loca l 

20 l evel i n  Southeast Idaho and at the state leve l , and 

5 . 2 7 . 1 1 . 1  
21 because of improving national and wor l d  economies , we 

22 are beginning to see l ight at the end of  the tunnel .  

23 Because of a l l  tha t ,  thi s i s  an ideal t ime 

N f o r  the S I S  Project to be s i ted at I N E L .  Under 

25 u t i l ized i n f ra-structures in energ y ,  pub l i c  educatio n ,  
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manu facturi ng s ites and hous ing are read i l y  available i n  

Southeast Idaho a n d  especially  i n  the Pocate l lo are a .  

A strong transportation sys tem a l ready exists . An 

extreme ly we l l  trained work force for component manu-

factu ri ng and contractor support functions is in p l ace 

and i s  further enhanced by the outstandi ng trai n i ng 

capa b i l ities  of Idaho State Univer s i t y .  These f a c i l itie 

are ful l y  capable o f  absorbing the demands of  an  in-

creased construction and operat i ng work force at INEL 

with m inimal impact on local government and educational 

services . 

Furthermore , I am impressed by the Draft 

Environment a l  Sta tement analysis  regardi ng 

operational and transportation risks inherent in locatio 

o f  the SIS f a c i l i t y  at INEL . It is very c l ear f rom the 

report that the SIS poses risks to the environme n t ,  

pub l i c  s a f e t y ,  a n d  health , which a r e  equivalent t o  o r  

lower than those w e  h a v e  l ived a n d  worked with s ince 

the INEL was f irst built  in  the 1 9 4 0 ' s .  I n  short , I 

believe that the economic benefits to the region which 

21 w i l l  f low f rom the S I S  f a c i l ity w i l l  f a r  far outwe ight 

22 the minimal risks  associated with the production tech-

23 nology and/or the trans portation o f  i t s  raw mater ials 

� and produc ts to and f rom the INEL Site . 

25 Now I ' d  l ike to discuss the AV, L I S  technology 
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from the point of view of its  future business spinoff 

potential and the long -term economic impact this 

The technology has passed through the basic research 

and development s tages and is  now ready for commerc i a l i -

zatio n .  I t  h a s  b e e n  m y  experience i n  2 5  years of 

research activity that the u l t imate s p i no f f  benefits o f  

new technol ogy a r e  s e ldom v i sua l i z ed i n  t h e  e a r l y  stages 

of research and deve lopme n t .  Spinoff opportunities 

g enera l l y  begin to appear a fter comme rciali zation when 

the proce s s  and/or product appl ication scientists and 

e ngineers begin to tinker with the production sys tem to 

reduce cos t ,  increase s u f f ic iency , and modify product 

specif ications to meet market demand . 

I b e l ieve that enormous potential  exists 

for spino f f s  from the AV L I S  technolog y �  The ion izat ion 

and separation of  e l emental or isotopic spec ies in  the 

vapor s ta te with laser energy may be applicable to a 

wide va riety of mater ials or meta l s  and presents 

opportunities for concentration o f  high purity products 

f rom impure ore s ,  concentrates or intermediate products . 

Location of this Pro j ect in Idaho cou l d  s i g n i f icantly 

enhance this technology transfer process by v i rtue of 

our exis t i ng s trengths in the minera l s  and mate r i a l s  

s c iences a t  t h e  INEL , o u r  unive r s i ti e s , a n d  o u r  mineral 

i ndustries .  
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I n  closing , the Greater Pocate l l o  Economic 

Growth Council and I pe r�nal l y  f irmly support locat ion 

of  the SIS Project at the INEL Site because of  the po-

tential short and long- term economic benef i t s  to the 

region a nd our conviction , based on the Draft E I S  

analys i s , that the risks i nherent in the S I S  technology 

are minimal and manageabl e  with exis ting and proven 

procedures .  Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFF ICER : Thank you , Mr . Conroy . 

At this point I want to go back and make 

sure that I have not m i s s ed any of the inst itutional 

speakers that have s igned up.  The only individual who se 

name we c a l l ed who was not here was the Mayor o f  the 

City of St. Anthony , Mayor Merr i l l  Ros e .  I s  Mayor Ro se 

here? 

recess 

staf f ,  

W e  a ssume the Mayor w i l l  not b e  with us today . 

At this point we w i l l  take a very brief  

for me to  coordinate the witness list with our 

and we w i l l  resume i n  about f ive minute s . 

(A brief  reces s  was taken . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  I ' l l c a l l  the hearing 

back to order at this point and ask you to please take 

your s eats . 

Ladies and gentleme n ,  j u s t  to make sure 

there is  no confu s ion whatever , let me b r i e f l y  go throug 
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a few of the procedur a l  rules that w i l l  hope f u l l y  a l low 

you to unders tand how we are going to proceed f rom 

this po int forward . 

At this point it is our intent ion to receive 

oral comment s  from those members who have pre-regis-

tered to speak at this a f ternoon ' s  s e s s ion . This means 

that all of you who have pre-registered or regi stered 

a t  the door w i l l  b e  a l l owed the opportunity to comment 

either this a fternoon , this evening , or at  the con-

10 t inuation of  this hearing next Tuesday and be a l lowed 

11 f ive m inutes within which to speak . Our intent ion i s  

12 to beg in at the top of this I ist perhaps some of you saw 

13 in the back of the room . We w i l l  go until 6 : 3 0 ,  at 

14 which time we ' ll go ahead and take a b reak until  7 : 0 0  

15  and then begin the evening sess ion . 

16 To the extent we ' re not able to get to you 

17 t h i s  a fternoon , we have essentia l l y  two options . I f  

1 8  you would l ike to comment tod a y ,  we w i l l  accommodate 

19 you on a priority b a s i s  this evening at the evening 

w ses s ion , or i f  you would l ike to oomment Tuesday , you 

V may do so w ithout having to do anything furthe r .  I f ,  

D howev e r ,  you w ou l d  l ike t o  s ignal to us whether you want 

n to comment next Tuesday at e ither the a fternoon or 

M evening sess ion , we woul d  ask when you l eave you go to 

• the reg istration tab l e  in the back where the DOE 
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o f f ic ia l s  are and indicate on one o f  the sign-up sheets 

whether you want to speak next Tuesday a fternoon or 

Tuesday evening I ' m  sorry , Wednesday . I apologi z e .  

Excuse me , make sure everyone knows it ' s  Wednesday . 

Tuesday we ' l l be in Boise . 

So a g a i n ,  j u s t  so you under stand , we wi l l  

try to accommodate a s  many people this afternoon as  

poss i b l e . You have f ive minute s .  We have speaker 

l ights here and when I give you the green l ight ,  that 

means you have expended four m i nutes and have a minute 

to comment . The red l ight means time i s  up, okay ? 

So with that , we ' l l go ahead and begin our 

l ist o f  pub l i c  commenters , and the first pub l ic 

w i l l  be  Ted McK i n l e y .  

M R .  McK I NLEY : L a d i e s  and gentlemen , 

Mr . Moderator ,  my name i s  Ted McKinley and I am from 

Arco , Idaho . I was a craf tsman for approximately 2 5  

years and am reti red now f rom the ski l led crafts . 

I ' ve been a steel contractor for approximately nine 

years . 

Let me begin with a few remarks to g ive 

you a l ittle b ackground concerni ng the testimony 

w i l l  be  g iving today . The points I w i l l  b r i ng up here 

are a very condensed vers ion of  an  a f f idavit I gave 

to the Government Account a b i l i ty Pro j ec t  about a year 
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and a hal f ago . 

In correspondence with Thad Dyer , Coun c i l  

for GAP , he s tates that DOE , f o r  more t h a n  one year h a s  

refused t o  cooperate concerning t h e  Freedom o f  I n-

f ormation Act .  I think you wi l l  have to agree that this  

is  rather strange , considering a l l  the news r e l eases 

we have been hearing concerning how extremel y  safe the 

procedures and engineering practices are on the INEL 

Site . It raises this  que s tio n ,  i f  an organization 

l ike GAP can ' t  get pertinent information from the 

government in areas of concer n ,  would you or I a s  in-

1 2  d ividual c i t i zens be able t o ?  Shouldn ' t  w e  ask who 

13 they are accountable to and how do we secure this  

1 4  responsibility or accounta b i l i t y ?  

1 5  Now let me share some o f  my concerns with 

, .  you about the practices that occurred on a structure 

17  that i s  to contain high level radioactive waste at the 

18 INEL S i te .  

19 To begin with , rei n forcing s teel arrived on 

� the proj ect and was re j ecte d .  W e  have the documents 

21 to confirm thi s .  At a l ater date , this  re j ected steel  

n was approved for installation in the building . We have 

n document that verif i e s  thi s .  These documents a l s o  

� reveal that o n l y  a sma l l  portion o f  this  heat number o f  

� s teel was rej ected , al though ASTM , and AC I - 3 5 9  Nuclear 

1 1 5  McKinley 
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25 

Code requ ire the compl ete heat number be rej ected . I n  

other wo rds ,  o n l y  a smal l  portion o f  s teel was rej ected 

f rom a heat number that should have been re j ected in 

its entirety . Then at a l ater date , the re j ected 

portion was installed in the building . 

I t  h a s  supposedly been a longstanding 

pol icy at the INEL not to substitute material or 

equipment spec i f ied in the j o b  spec i f ications unless 

that sub stitution i s  an approved equal or better materia 

The j o b  s pe c s  spec i f ied ASTM, a 6 1 5 ,  Grade 60 rein-

forcing stee l .  Howeve r ,  we have the s hipping l i s t s  that 

s how a 7 0 6  type o f  reinforcing steel totaling more 

than 70 tons was accepted and installed in the pro j ec t �  

A- 7 0 6  is rated at 1 0 , 0 0 0  pounds p e r  square inch l e s s  

tens i l e  strength than A-6 l 5 ,  or 2 2 , 5 0 0  pounds l e s s  

tens i l e  s trength per bar . There was more than 1 5 0 0  

bars i n  that part icular sect ion . 

The mechanical rebar s p l icing that occurred 

on the job was to the ACI - 3 l 8  Code , which requires 

125 percent of the yield s trength o f  the bar , i n  this  

case 1 35 , 0 0 0  pound s .  However , the nuclear codes re-

quire the bar a l s o  be tes ted to minimum ten s i l e  strength 

which in this case would have been 2 0 2 , 5 0 0  pounds or a 

d i f f erence of 6 7 , 5 0 0  pounds .  

I n  case o f  a f a i l ure o f  the bar during a 
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test , a l l  s p l ic ing must s top until  the cause of the 

failure is found according to Nuclear Code 3 5 9 .  We 

had three f a i l u res , but did not s top s p l i c i ng . We 

j ust never pulled the bars above the 1 2 5  percent of 

yield f igure that the job spec i f ication c a l l ed f o r .  

The j ob specs also required a C l a ss C 

tension s p l ice as per ACI- 3 1 B , but i n  many instances we 

f ind that the lap spl ices were f rom 33 inches to 70 1 / 4  

i nches shor t .  

10 Think o f  this , tolerances for length of 

s p l i ce i n  ACI - 1 1 7  a l low you to b e  o n e  and one-ha l f  

12 inches less than the required lap leng th . Here we are 

13 almost three feet to f ive foot and ten inches short o f  

14 the required lap l ength . We bel ieve that both the 

15 rebar p l a c i ng drawings and Nuc l e a r  Structures Sa fety 

16 Code 3 4 9 - B O  indicate that more than 2 0 0  mechanical 

spl ices were omitted from a portion o f  t h e  pro j ect . I t  

18 i s  obvious that the testing of mechanical f i e l d  

1 9  splices were not conducted to Nuclear Regul a tory Guide-

20 l ines . 

21 Our research , in fact , indicates that many 

22 portions o f  the job spe c i f i cations for the P r o j e c t  do 

23 not s a t i s f y  even the 3 l B  cod e ,  let alone the nuclear 

2 4  codes .. 

25 The depth of concrete layer or l i f t  re-

1 1 7  McKinley 
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quirements are specif ied i n  both the job specs and the 

AC I - 3 0 9 . We f ind that both specs and code were not 

o n l y  ignored , but permiss ion was given to ignore the 

spec if ication and the code . I have documentation to 

support what I am saying . Let me remind you that the 

3 l B  code I have been referring to that they say they 

des igned the building to i s  a code that might be 

specif ied for any ordinary b u i l d ing construction.  

Now there are  highly qua l i f ied conscient ious 

peo p l e  employed at the I N EL Site , but there are not 

enough of the highly qua l i f ied ones to go around . It  

bothers me consiserably that wel l-meaning individuals 

are s inging the praises o f  safety features at the I N EL , 

and they can ' t  pos s ib l y  know for certain that the i r  

statements are true . Even some of the f e l lows working 

on this Project weren ' t  aware o f  what transpired on 

the Proj ect at the time . Now please remembe r ,  the 

sta tements � am making do not concern a hypothetical 

s ituation . They actua l l y  occurred , and would s imply 

20 ask a l l  of you to consider the facts that I have pre-

21 sen ted . 

22 

23 

24 

Thank you , ladies and gentlemen .  

THE HEARING OFF ICER:  Thank you , s i r .  

Our next commenter w i l l  b e  Wayne Hope , 

� fol lowed by Roger Turne r .  I might mention t o  you a s  
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next i n  sequenc e ,  i f  you wou ld come up front here,  we 

can accommodate you more quick l y .  

Wayne Hope , fOl lowed by Roger Turne r .  

We ' l l  take the written documentation include 

in the record as  Exhib i t  No. 2 5 ,  the comments o f  

Mr . McKinl ey . 

Wayne Hop e ?  

( No response . )  

10 THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Ro ger Turne r ?  

1 1  Mr . Turne r ,  fol l owed by Alan Carter . 

12 We would ask you to p l ease state your name 

13 and address for the record . 

14 M R .  TURNE R :  Yes , thank you . My name i s  

15  Roger Turn e r ,  and I l ive at 307 North Buchan a n ,  

1 6  Pocate llo , I daho . I ' d  l i k e  to thank the Depa rtment o f  

1 7  Energy f o r  this  opportunity to make comments . 

18 support the No Action Al ternative of the S I S  

19 S't.ateme n t .  I think t h e  f o l lowing f actors shou ld 

� be cons idered : 

21 One .  The pub l i shed document l acks hard 

n i nformation s howi ng the need for the proposed p l a n t .  

2 3  The purported n e e d  for t h e  redundancy in pluton ium 

� production does not make sens e ,  cons idering the 

25 immense amount ava i lable f o r  weapons now . I f  there i s  

1 1 9  Turner 
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enough weapons grade pluto nium to destroy everyone on 

earth many times over in the U .  S .  inventor y ,  then that 

is  enough redundancy and f i re power i n  itsel f .  There for 

I think the proposed plant should  n ot  be built , based 

on that reason in itsel f .  

Another reason i s  that evidence also 

suggests that the past activities at the Site have not 

f o l l owed practices to ensure the protection of the 

Eastern Snake River P l a i n  Aqu i f er . In the past , the 

o f f i c ials at the Site have argued that the aquifer has 

not been contami nated , that i n j e c t ion o f  toxic radio-

active substances wa s not going to harm the pub l i c ,  

th at i n j ection o f  carcinogenic organic chemic a l s  was 

safe . Yet both of these activities have s ince been 

s topped because i t  has not been shown safe . The Site 

is now under consideration as a super fund S ite , because 

carcinogens have migrated off site , risk ing the drinking 

water o f  the pub l i c . 

This aquifer is the l ifeblood of Southern 

� Idaho . Over 2 2 7 , 0 0 0  people depend on the aquifer as  

21 s o l e  source o f  d r i nk i ng wate r .  Most o f  these 

22 are down gradient f rom the INEL S i t e .  A report 

n the Region X EPA o f fice has indicated that the 

� i s  vul nerable to contaminatio n .  Thus you have 

� si tuat ion where the past activities of the Site are 

1 2 0  Turner 
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1 1  

12  

13 

14 

15 

16 

a risk to the pub l i c  health now. More potential 

pol lution sources at the Site would not be wise when a 

super fund i nvestigat ion is underway . 

I wou ld a l s o  l ike to point out a correction 

on Page 3- 1 6 .  There i s  a wrong statement there in-

dicating that past practices have not contamined the 

aquifer . Wayne Pierre of EPA ' s  Region X, RCRA Depart-

ment reported last week that there has been a release 

which has entered the aqu i f e r .  The chemicals include 

tr ichloroethylene and the heavy met a l  chromium . 

The third reason is that the Draft Environ-

mental Statement does not deta i l  the exi s t i ng 

hea l th studi e s  o f  nearby communities . Although the 

INEL i s  working w i th the Idaho central Tumor Registry 

on data concerning cancer rate s , this data was not 

provided i n  the repor t .  T o  use only e s t imated dosages 

17  as a measure of r i sk withou t actua l l y  i nc luding exi s t ing 

18 cancer data is not scient if i c a l l y  sound . I a l s o  

19 believe that if cancer rates are e levated in the 

20 reg ion downwi nd ,  accord i ng to the area of the INEL , 

21 that is a strong reason to s top the S I S ,  u n t i l  that 

22 i s sue is resolved . 

23 Last l y , the impact of havi ng a high secur ity 

� fac i l ity should be addressed furthe r .  W i l l  the in-

� creased security result in reduc i ng the chances for 
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non-defense contracts at the S i t e ?  W i l l  the S I S  p l ant 

l imit future contracts to those o f  high secur ity o n l y ?  

W i l l  security l e v e l s  change at t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  away 

f rom the proposed S I S  p l a n t ?  That i s , the surroundi ng 

areas , w i l l  they have to f a l l  in line to a h igher 

secur i t y ?  These are important is sues that need to be 

addressed that I f e l t  were weak i n  the Draft Environ-

mental Statement , a nd that ' s  my comments . Thank 

you . 

THE HEARING OFFICER:  We will take 

M r .  Turner ' s  comments and label them Exhib i t  No . 26  

and put them in  the recor d .  

B o b  Fann . 

Next commenter i s  Alan Carter , f o l l owed by 

Alan Carter? 

( No respons e . )  

THE HEARING OFFICER:  Bob Fann ? 

(No respons e . ) 

THE HEARING OFFICER : Ladies a nd gentlemen , 

what I ' d  l ike you to do i s  have you step f o rward to 

the staging area . Let me start c a l l i ng names here . 

Alan Cart e r ,  are you Bob Fann? 

M R .  FANN : Yes . 

THE HEARI NG OFFICER : Next wou l d  be James R .  
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cancer data is not scientifically sound.

believe that if cancer rates are elevated in the

region downwind, according to the area of the INEL,
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White and Ada Ritch i e . the preparation o f  the Draft Environmental State-

At this time we ' l l hear the comments of 

Mr . Bob Fann . 

MR.  FANN : My name is Bob Fann.  I am a 

native of I daho . I was born and raised in Twin F a l l s  

county . I have been a resident of Bonnevi l l e  County 

the l a s t  32 years . Having spend the entire l i f e  of 

the I NEL downstream and downwind , I have no fear of 

nuclear energy _ 

There fore , I say yes to a better economy ; 

yes , to more j ob s ,  yes , yes , S I S .  

THE HEARLNG OFFI C E R :  W e  w i l l  mark this 

Exhibit No . 2 7 ,  the written comments of Bob Fann . 

The next commenter wi l l  be James R. White , 

followed by Ada Ritch i e .  

MR . WHI T E :  M y  name i s  James Robert Whi t e .  

My address i s  2 1 0 0  Belmont Avenue , Idaho Falls , Idaho . 

I am a consul t i ng nuc l e a r  engine e r ,  and I have l ived 

i n  I daho F a l l s  for 12 years . 

reviewed the Draf t  Environmental 

Statement and I have seven comments : 

One , I found the report to be wel l-org a n i z ed 

and i nforma tive . The persons who prepared the report 

should be commended . 

TwO , as I understand i t ,  the obj ective of  

1 2 3  White 
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1 8  

1 7  

1 8  
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20 

� is to provide environmenta l input into a USDOE 

dec i s ion on the proposed construction and operation of 

the SIS Pro j ect a nd on the se lection of  such a site 

for such a Pro j ect . f e e l  that an environmental 

consideration ha s been ignored which could signi f i c a n t l y  

inf luence the dec i s ion on the se lection of  a site f o r  

the S I S .  T h a t  consideration is t h e  consequences of  a 

nuclear war .  

Currentl y ,  the I NEL would not b e  a prime 

target in a nuclear excha nge . What I would like to see 

i n  the E I S  is the incremental probabi l ity the INEL would 

become a target i n  a nuc l e a r  war ,  compared with the 

other p roposed sites . I would a l s o  l i k e  to know what 

the i ncremental human consequences would be of the I NEL 

being a target i n  the event of  a nuc lear war . 

suspect that the incrementa l human probab i l i ty would 

be relatively sma l l ,  i n  f a c t  they are probab l y  a l ready 

t argets . As a result o f  the sma l l e r  incremental 

probabi l i t y ,  the human consequences of  locating the S I S  

2 1  at these s i te s ,  g iven a nuclear wa r ,  could be signifi-

n cantly sma l l er than locat i ng the S I S  at iNEL . 

23 I feel  that the proba b i l ity of an a l l  out 

� nuclear war occurring within the l ifetime of the pro-

� posed Project is s i g n i f i c a n t  and should be considered . 

1 2 4  White 

2 . 7 . 8 

2 . 7 . 1 0 

2 . 7 . 8  

2 . 7 . 8 

2

3

4

8

7

9

3

4

6

7

9

preparation of the Draft Environmental Impact State-

I

I

17

19

I Impact

21 at these sites, given a nuclear war, could be signifi-

24 nuclear war occurring within the lifetime of the pro-

25 posed Project is significant and should be considered.
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I feel t h i s  probab i l it y  is much greater a proba b i l ity 

than some o f  the other events that were anal y z ed , i n-

eluding volcanic events , dam f a i l ures , tornadoes , 

s i zemic events and so o n .  

I f  t h e  S I S  i s  located at t h e  INEL , then 

Idaho F a l l s  will b e  a much less des irable place for me 

to l iv e .  

Point No . 3 ,  t h e  economic benefits t o  the 

local community o f  locati ng the S I S  at  INEL is  probably 

less than if the S I S  were located el sewhere . The local 

DOE off ice , through its contra�tors , has h i s torica l l y  

avoided doing bus i ne s s  with l o c a l  spinoff companie s .  

This i s  not t h e  case a t  other DOE s ites . The local 

eng ineering companies here i n  I daho Fal l s  do much more 

work for other DOE locat ions than they do the INEL . It  

is  interesting to note that the Draft Environmental 

statement i t s e l f  was done b y  NUS Corporation 

rather than through a local consul t ing f irm . 

Point No . 4 ,  it is not made clear on the 

w Draft Environmental Impact Statement why the INEL is  

21 the preferred site . From an environmental standpoi n t ,  

2 2  other s i te s  o f f e r  less consequences . T h e  commun i ty 

n s urrounding the Hanford s ite has recently undergone a 

24 severe economic downturn due to the s h utdown of the 

25 N Reactor and the cancel lation of the VWIP pro j ect . 
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The Hanford s ite probably needs the S I S  a lot more than 

the INEL needs the S I S .  

Point No . 5 ,  the DOE h a s  operated the I N EL 

i n  the p a s t  in a manner that has caused l it t l e  environ-

mental consequences . This has not been the case at 

other DOE i n s ta l l ations , i n  particular Rocky Flats and 

Hanford . what guarantees do we have that the INEL 

w i l l  continue to be operated in a prudent manner ?  

P o i n t  NO . 6 ,  several reports w e r e  referenced 

in the Draft Environmental Statement which were 

not avai l ab l e  for pub l ic �eview , s ince they are 

c l a s s i f ied documents . feel that the report written 

for pub l i c  review and comment should only ref erence 

pub l ically available documents . 

Point No . 7 ,  in the l ist of organi z a t ions 

receiving copies of  the Draft Environmental 

many pub l ic l ibraries were incl uded . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  We w i l l  mark your 

wri tten comments a s  Exhi b i t  No . 28 and include them 

20 i n  the record . 

2' Next comment e r ,  Ada Ritch i e ,  followed by 

22 Dave Luc e ,  fol lowed by Keith Brow n .  

23 

24 

25 

Ada Ritchie? 

MS . RITCH I E :  I want t o  preface m y  tes timony 

with I h ave never spoken a t  a hearing before , and I d i d  

1 2 6  Ritchie 
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g o  t o  t h e  seoping hearings , a n d  I a m  active in  voting 

and taking my r ights as a c i t i z en seriou s l y ,  but I have 

not been active pol itica l l y .  Th is i s  very c l o s e  t o  me , 

and that ' s  why I wish to g ive my testimony tod a y .  

l ive at 1 5 7 4  Bever l y ,  I daho Fal l s .  

Before I tell  you t he reasons I am ag ainst  

the SIS  Pro j ect , I would l ike to  tell you who I am  and  

what I believe.  

I am Ada  Migel Ritchie , and  I l ive in  

Idaho Fal l s , and I am a fourth generation I dahoan . 

graduated f rom Skyline High School in 1 9 6 8  and attended 

the Col l ege of  I daho in Caldwe l l .  I have a Bachelor o f  

Arts Degree i n  sociology a n d  a Master ' s  Degree i n  

commun ications d isorder spec i a l i s t  from S t .  Louis 

Univers i t y .  

I ' m  currently teaching in  Idaho F al l s  School 

Di strict No . 91  and have been for the past 12 years . 

the parent o f  three sons , and I am married . I bel ieve 

in a strong national defens e ,  and I support nuclear 

� energy development for c i v i l  energies . 

21 Today I am p l eased to participate in  this 

n hearing and ask that everyone truly hear what i s  be ing 

n s a i d .  I have r e a d  t h e  D r a f t  Environmental and 

� summary , not in tota l ,  but as much as I can comprehend . 

� I t ' s  very technical . I attended the scoping hearings 

1 2 7  Ritchie 

10 

" 

12  

13 

14 

15 

1 6  

17  

16 

19 

20 

and w i l l  cont inue to become more and more outspoken on 

d i s armament . The S I S  Proj ect represents the mil itary 

i ndustrial complex and developme n t ,  and its purpose is 

to provide p lutonium for nucl e a r  weapons ,  therefore 

escalating the arms rac e .  

The area o f  concern t o  m e  is respon s i b i l i ty 

in government . I have heard it s a i d  that P r e s i dent 

Reagan has mandated this Proj ect . As a c i t i z en , I am 

compel l ed to respond , from many points of  view ,  from 

sc ient i f i c , i n te l l ectua l ,  spiritual , social and 

What i s  l acking from this proposal is  the 

moral and social  viewpoint . Produc i ng plutonium is  

the m i s s ion o f  the S I S ,  or that i s  separating the 

isotopes for the purpose of nuc lear warheads beg and 

i nquires a moral and social response as to whether this 

i s  needed . There are only about ten large c i t i es in 

Rus s i a ,  1 0 0  med ium- s i z ed c i ties and 7 0 0  sma l l  c i t ies . 

The United States has about 2 4 , 0 0 0  nuclear weapon s .  

Enough for two bombs for every c i ty and town i n  Rus s i a .  

B y  i t s  own admi s s i o n ,  the Department o f  

2 1  Energ y ,  Mr . He r r i ngton h a s  stated that w e  are awash i n  

22 its p l utonium . The need for this Proj ect does not 

n j ustify the costs nor the e f f ects that building a 

24 plutonium pl ant will  have . 

25 Ladi e s  and gentlemen , we know the e f f ects of 
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a bomb that is used from Hiroshima and Nagasak i .  The 

purpose of the S I S  is to produce these types of ex-

plosives . We know that to use this can cause total 

destruction . Therefore , we hope never to use them . 

But we are spend i ng $ 5 0 0  m i l l i o n  to bui ld things that 

we hope never to use because the use o f  these w i l l  

cause t o t a l  destruction . That i s  why I am opposed to 

the S I S .  

The U .  S .  spends over half  of our national 

budget on m i l i tary and defense related area s .  But 

defense contractors such as  Boeing paid zero taxes 

f rom 1 9 8 1  to 1 9 8 3 ,  wh i l e  mak ing a prof i t  on Pentagon 

pro j ec� o f  one and a half b i l l io n  d o l l ars . Every 

household w i l l  pay an average o f  $ 2 3 , 0 0 0  i n  taxes for 

the admini stration ' s  f i ve-year defense program . These 

statistics are taken from women for America , For the 

WJr l d , best 1 9 8 7  short documenta r y .  

When I teach m y  c h i l d r e n  about t h e  strengths 

o f  this country , i t  is not that we have more weapons 

W that is the security. The security is from becoming 

21 all we can b e .  It is in  s tanding up f o r  what w e  b e l ieve 

22 and partic ipating i n  the proces s .  Putting our priority 

23 into plutonium production i n  this town is not a heal thy 

� message nor is it satisfying to many people of this 

25  country . For me the e l ementary ques t i o n ,  " tv i l l  more 
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nuclear weapons make u s  more secure" needs t o  b e  

We have enough weapons , weapons we hope never to use . 

Enough is enoug h .  

T H E  HEARING OFF I CE R :  W e  w i l l  mark your 

written commentary Exhib i t  29  and include i t  i n  the 

record . 

Keith Brow n .  

Next commenter is Dave Luce fol lowed b y  

I s  Dave Luce here ? 

( No response . )  

THE HEARING OFFI C E R :  Keith Brown ? 

( No response . )  

THE HEARING OFFI C E R :  Lee Schwendig , f o l lowe 

by Fred McLai ne ? 

MR.  McLA I N E :  I am Fred McLa ine , and my 

home is at 7 7 1  Wildrose L an e ,  B ingham County , B l ackfoo t ,  

I daho . 

From what I persona l l y  have been a b l e  to 

f i nd out about the S I S  pro j ect , we would have to be 

2 2  some k ind of  a fool to l e t  this opportunity to have the 

23 S I S  proj ect in I daho and then let it get away f rom us . 

24 Just think of the nearly 2 , 0 0 0  j obs it would 

25 g ive to Idaho ' s  people . This would not j us t  mean j obs 
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Just think of the nearly 2,000 jobs it would

This would not just mean jobs
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at the INEL , but wou l d  make more j obs in the surrounding 

communities , not to mention supplies coming from local 

business peopl e .  

I t  i s  my understanding that the S I S  

can do its j ob safer , cheaper and c leaner than a 

reacto r ,  not to mention the c l ean-up of pl utonium that 

we a l ready have i n  a safer and more economical  way than 

ever be fore . 

The technology that the S I S  w i l l  bring to 

Idaho w i l l  benefit not only our state universities , but 

also i t  will contribute to the medical research here in 

Idaho . 

I also believe that this new technology from 

the S I S  w i l l  not only ben e f i t  us  here today , our 

1 5  children , but their c h i ldren , also.  Just think maybe 

16 
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some day our children won ' t  have to leave Idaho to get 

a good j ob and to raise their children somewhere else 

besides here in Idaho . 

Ladies and gentlemen , a l l  I ' m  trying to say 

here today i s  that someone i s  going to get the S I S  

Proj ect . So why not Idaho ? Everything we do in  

today ' s  world we have to take a chance j ust to surv i v e ,  

a n d  I ' m  t e l l ing y o u  all  r ight now , u n t i l  t h e  d a y  comes 

when the whole world is  ready to lay down their weapons 

and stop k i l l ing one another and start lov i ng and caring 
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for one another , the way our Lord meant for u s  to do , 

then we w i l l  have to depend on pro j ects l ike S I S  just 

to keep our country as s a f e  and secure as possibl e .  

I ' ve l ived here i n  Idaho , part of  m y  chi ldren were 

born here and a l l  my grandchi l dren were born her e ,  and 

I care about thei r  sa fety and secur i t y ,  and I say yes 

to S I S .  Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  L e t  me g o  back over 

those names I c a l l ed befor e :  David Luc e ?  

( NO response . )  

THE HEARING OFFIC E R �  K e i t h  Brown? 

(No re sponse . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  L e e  Schwendig? 

(No response . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Fol lowing L e e  will be 

Kay Whitaker and fol lowing her w i l l  be the Reverend 

Jim Phi l ipso n .  I f  you ' re her e ,  would y o u  please step 

21 forward . 

22 Give your name and address for the record . 

23 MR. SCHWENDI G :  M y  name i s  Lee Schwendig . 

24 My address is 1 3 0 1  Woodru f f .  M y  employment i s  i n  the 

25 Col l ege of  Business at I daho State University.  I might 
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also add that the fam i l y  farm has ad j oined the INEL 

downwind for 3 5  years , and we feel real secure in Mud 

Lake . 

From an economic perspective , what I want 

present to you is  a f ew of the woe s  and , essential l y ,  

i f  you ' ve checked your real  e s tate value l a t e l y ,  you ' ll 

notice in the last s i x  years it ' s  decreased between 3 0  

a n d  4 0  percent . If you ' l l note some of the agricul tural 

s tatistic s ,  you ' l l see that better than 5 0  percent of 

the net i ncome to the agricultural sector of Idaho 

came from the federal support programs . 

You wil l a l s o  notice that machine and 

f abrication people who are dependent upon agriculture 

are going out of b u s i n es s .  They ' re look ing for new 

markets .. They have trad i t ionally focused on supply i ng 

agricultural sectors and the food processing sector s .  

None of those people are strong . 

Before I l e f t  campus today , I v i s ited with 

our demographer � Paul S o l i s  t e l l s  me that there ' s  a net 

migration out of  Idaho ,  particularly in the 1 7  to 2 5 -

year age bracket .  Bannock county i s  experiencing i n  

t h e  neighborhood o f  3 0 0  vacant houses a year . Those 

are breadwinners moving away . 

The net dependency ratio i n  Idaho i s  in-

� creas ing . That is the number of breadwinners and people 

1 3 3  Schwendig 

who w i l l  grow to support the tax s y stems are l e ssening 

while the people who are dependent on u s  are increas ing . 

Those are some of the characteristics that 

make our s ituation a l ittle grim , and persona l l y , f lat 

i s  not a way to describe our economy , o bvious l y ,  and 

I think at this  moment in time there ' s  a great deal of 

a ttention in the state to economic development . And 

s howi ng interest in a l l  commerce is  a positive attribute 

to take . What we need in the State of I daho is  

1 0  
d iversification , and certainly with the presence of m i nd 

" to look for new market segments in the machining and 

12 fab r i cation and electronic industrie s ,  we see the 

13 potential  for some of  that d ivers i fi c a t i o n .  

1 4  Add itiona l l y ,  we s e e  windows of  opportunity 5 . 2 7 . 9 . 2  
15 with pro j ects such as the SIS i n  terms of  new technolo-

16 gies that might l and i n  Idaho . Not only are there 

17  spinof f  bus i ne s se s , there are opportunities  to put 

18 people back to work presently .. One of the major 

19  advantages I see i n  this  program i s  we have a two to 

20 three-year time l ength . We are not pos i t ioned in the 

21 State of  I daho to do this kind of  technical work and 

22 to become a viable  vendor ,  but we have the time to 

23 train and p o s i t ion ourselves so that we may take ad-

24 vantage of some of these economic opportunitie s .  

25 Not only is the lead time good , the spirit 

1 3 4  Schwe ndig 

2

3

5

s

7

8

9

13

15

25

to

creasing. That is the number of breadwinners and people

2

3

4

5

6

7

a

9'

13

14



w 
Ul 
co 

10 

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

15  

16 

1 7  

1 6  

19 

20 

2 1  

22 

23 

24 

25 

of cooperation across the State and the communities i s  

pos itive . With those forces i n  hand , it  looks a s  

though t h e r e  i s  some p o s s i b i l i t y  for diversifying our 

economy , improving upon the state of employment and the 

economic bene f i t  of  the c i t i z en r y .  Perhaps w e  c a n  f ind 

economi c a l l y  viable j obs for our children . 

What I ' d l ike for you to keep in mind is  

I ' m  not ignoring the philosophical issues . I s imply 

�anted to point out some of the issues , sociological 

and economic that are going on,  some o f  the viable 

benefits I see should the SIS locate at the INEL . 

Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFF I C ER:  Thank you . Ladies 

a nd gentleme n ,  to f acil i tate the movi ng around of 

speakers , I ' m  going to c a l l  the next f ive scheduled 

commenters. If �ulre here , we ask that you come down to 

the staging area so we may move more rapi d l y .  The 

next f ive commente� are Kay Whi take r ,  the Reverend 

Jim Phi l ip s o n ,  Mr. John Saucerman , Mr . Darrel Russel l ,  

and M r .  Thomas M .  Weiss . 

Kay Whitaker? 

( No response . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  The Reverend Jim 

Phi l ipson? 
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P l e a s e  give your name and address for the 

record . 

REVEREND P H I L I PSON : Yes , my name is Jim 

Parr P h i l i p s o n .  I l ive at 1 5 7 1  Stanger , Idaho Fal l s ,  

Idaho . 

Most of my l i f e  I have l ived here in Idaho 

Fal l s .  My father,  Jay Bion P h i l ipson headed the S i t e  

Sel ection Committee a nd w a s  s e n t  here by the Atomic 

Energy Comm i s s ion in 1 9 4 6 , which sel ected Idaho Falls  

as  the s i te for a national laboratory . He was in kei' 

management pos i t ions here unt i l  1 9 6 0  and l ater returned 

as  a president for the chief contracto r ,  Idaho Nuclear 

Corporation.  I do not s peak as  an  expert in  nuclear 

s c i en c e .  I speak as  someone who h a s  grown up a l l  my 

l i f e  d i s c u s s ing nuclear s c i ence and the issues and the 

ethics of how it woul d  be operated here in Idaho Fal l s .  

I speak as  a n  indiv idua l ,  someone with a commitment to 

Idaho F a l l s  and to nuclear research . 

Unlock i ng the mys teries of the atom has 

always been f i l led with great promise and great peril . 

When the l aboratory was begun here there was a strong 

n commitment to working to r e l ease potential of atomic 

� energy for the b e n e f i t  of our peopl e ,  for the purposes 

24 peace . There were many national laboratories 

� out of World War I I ,  but only i s  one 
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speci f i c a l l y  designated for the peace time pursuit o f  

purposes for the atom . 

In 1 9 4 7  the wise l eaders of the City of  

Idaho Fal l s  shared that vision.  They a sked for and 

received from the Atomic Energy Adm i n istra t ion and the 

Truman Adm inistration written a s surances that the 

l aboratories here would not be used to produce atom ic 

weapons .  I s t i l l  bel ieve that research a s  a peaceful 

use of  atomic power is necessary , wil l continue to be 

necessary , and will bring real benef its to our childre n .  

I f  there i s  o n e  commun i t y  of  s c ientists , 

one commun i t y  of peopl e ;  one commun i t y  of engineers a nd 

l eaders i n  this whole country who want to unders tand 

the d i f ference between the pursual of  the peace time 

purposes o f  the use of the atom and those for mil itary 

purposes , It ought to be this commun i t y .  I f  there is  

one group of  peo p l e  who ought to rema i n  faithful to 

the original  vision , it is this one . In the l a s t  decad e ,  

the defense i ndus try in this country has come to 

W dominate a lmost a l l  forms of research in our nation , 

21 part icularly nuclear researc h .  W e  as  a nation are 

22 being trans formed from a people who d ream and work 

n for a qual i t y  f uture into a people consumed with the 

� need to def end our shrinking treasure and i n fluence . 

25 Who in America w i l l  speak for research and nuclear 

1 3 7  Phi l ipson 

s c i ence a nd say no to the continual expan s ion of  the 

defense i ndustry overriding nuc l ear resea rch . 

Where in the Environmental Statement 

does it  speak to the cost we pay when we surrender this 

vis ion o f  the peaceful use of  the atom ? Where does it 

s peak to the spiritual loss  when we go from being 

scientists committed to pos i tive goa l s  and purposes to 

b e i ng bomb makers and servants of  destruction?  It 

wil l b e  expens ive in the short run, d e f i nite l y  expensive 

10  for t h i s  community and for u s  to say no to this Pro j ec t .  

1 1  But what the S i t e  stands for , wha t i t  h a s  stood for 

1 2  h i s t o r i c a l l y  has a future i f  we w i l l  work and wa i t  for 

13 i t .  Mak i ng Idaho Fa l l s  an  extension o f  the Department 

1 4  of Defense has a spiritual cost which can ' t  be measured 

15 i n  dol l ar s , but is real nonethe l es s .  

16 I have a second more earth l y  response to 

17 this SIS proposal . We in Idaho F a l l s  owe a lot to the 

18 men and women who have managed the S ite over the years . 

19 With the exception of 1 9 6 1  when the Army was a l l owed to 

W a reactor experime n t ,  they have a marvelous 

21 record of safety a nd care for the environment . That 

22 is the result of constant vig i lance and i n-

n cho ice of procedures . Thei r  care has a l l owed 

� to feel safe i n  this area. However,  the Department 

25 Energ y  and its fore'kunner, the Atomic Energy 
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Commissio n ,  do not have as  f ine a record elsewhere , 

particularly with the s i tes in which they have done 

plutonium process i ng for weapons . 

The comb ination of the felt need for 

secrecy which l imits the regulation o f  these proj ects 

and a certain arrogance which places the importance of 

the ir work above consideration for the environment and 

even hUman l ives , l eads to management of  these pro j ects 

which i s  l a x . So accidents and un-antic ipated con-

10  tamination have occurred and conti nue to occur in these 

1 1  proj ects . 

12 This Environmental Statement does 

13 not warn us that this i s  l e ss regulated , less v i g i l ant 

.. management which we shal l  inherit in  Idaho Fal l s  i f  

'5 the S I S  is approved . I think we will  see contamination 

18 of our aquifer and pos s i b l y  other accidents that w i l l  

17 leave a mark on our state long after  the se managers have 

'8 moved o n .  

9 I ' d  encourage you to see that the costs of  

this Pro j e c t  are not a l l  s p e l l ed out in this 

Statement . I encourage you to look beyond the short-

term to consider the future of  I daho Falls , o f  our 

State and nuclear science . I ' d  encourage you to j o in 

me and my family i n  saying no to S I S  i n  Idaho F a l l s � 

THE HEARING OFFI C E R :  Thank you � Reverend 

1 3 9  Ph i l i pson 

1 0 28 

Philipson ' s  written comments w i l l  be marked a s  Exhibit 3 

and included in the record . 

Our next commenter is Mr . John Saucerman ,  

fol lowed b y  Mr . Darrel Russe l l . 

MR.  SAUCERMAN : I ' m  John Saucerman , I live 

at 5 7 4 2  South 1 5th Eas t ,  Idaho Fal l s .  

My family has been in  Southeast Idaho for 

over 3 2  years . My children were born and ra ised in 

Idaho . We have a strong commitment to- this Stat e ,  as  

10  
well as  a strong loyalty to see i t  survive and prosper 

1 1  in the future . 

12 The INEL has been a part of Southea st I daho 

13 for as  long as  I can rememb e r .  The eng ineering programs 

14  that have taken place at this Site are the cornerstones 

1 5  of the nuc lear industry.  The technology that has been 

16  l earned f rom the prior experiments will by far outl ive 

17  all of u s .  The high levels of  saf ety a t  the INEL i n  

18 both the construction and operations has produced 

19 safety statistics which are superior to the national 5 . 2 4 . 2 3 

� average for both construction and the nuclear industry . 

21 The proposed S I S  w i l l  br ing the newest of 

22 technology that will benef i t industry I business , and 

n educational inst itutions throughout the Stat e .  The S I S  

� w i l l  be the most advanced laser facil ity of its kind in  5 . 2 7 . 9 . 2  
25 the world and has the potential to generate national 
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intere s t }  a s  well a s  add i t ional engineering proj ects . 

The laser and f iberopt i c s  research relating to the S I S  

can become an important function for the state educa-

tional f ac i l ities . 

Many communities  w i l l  feel the e f fect of  

expand ing businesses a s  we l l  a s  a decrease in un-

employment , because the SIS  w i l l  bring federal tax 

dol lars b ack to Southeastern I daho . 

With the S I S  P r o j e c t l  the Idaho National 

10 Enginee ring Laboratory w i l l  again take the lead for 

1 1  an engineering program that may b ene f i t  many future 

1 2  generations . 

13 As an I dahoa n ,  I feel that the S I S  program 

14 s hould be brought to the INEL , and I strongly support 

15 i t .  Thank you . 

16 THE HEARING OFFI C E R :  Thank you . M r .  

17  man ' s  written comments w i l l  be marked as Exhibit 32 and 

18 i n c l uded in the record . 

19 Our next commenter is Darrel Rus s e l l ,  

20 fol lowed by Thomas M .  We i s s .  

21 M R .  RUSSELL : Yes , I ' m Darrel Rus sel l ,  and 

n I l ive at 3 9 6 0  North 4 5 th E a s t ,  Idaho Fal l s . I ' ve 

n l ived in Idaho Fal l s  a l l  my l i f e .  I b e l ieve that the 

24 SIS Proj ect has a lot to o f f e r ,  and I hope - - I woul d  

2 5  l ike t o  testify today o n  t h e  impact on Idaho , not 
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part icularly its environment .  I w i l l  leave that t o  the 

profess ional people who understand and can interpret 

the s tatement for me . I have read it . I can ' t  say that 

I understand it a l l , but I have read it, and I ' ve t a lked 

to numerous peopl e  about i t .  

t h e  S I S ? "  

I keep hearing the question , "Do we need 

don ' t  know . I really don ' t  know whether 

we need it. The experts say we do . The people we trust 

with our nat ion ' s  defense say we need i t .  Who am I to 

say we don ' t? 

can answer one question , " Does Idaho 

need the S I S ? "  Wel l ,  the S I S  j u st happens to be the 

pro j ec t ,  and i t  w i l l  indeed help Idaho . It can ' t  h e l p  

but h e l p .  

I w a s  r a i s e d  h e r e  in  Idaho ; m y  fam i l y ,  my 

entire family is s t i l l  here in Idaho , but their 

c h i ldren are having a tougher time s taying here in  

Idaho . There aren ' t  the j o b s  here to keep them here , 

and they are b right and they are young , and they ' re 

aggre s s i ve.  A l l  we need to do i s  have the pro j ects 

and work to keep them here . 

Do we need the S I S ?  There ' s  no dou b t .  

Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFFI C E R :  Thank you . 

Our next f ive scheduled commenters are 
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Thomas We i s s , Kel l y  Cheney , Roger Redford , Kermit 

Leir , and Larry McConne l , Ross Jone s .  

Thomas Wei s s ?  Please give your name and 

address for the reco r d ,  s i r .  

M R .  W E I S S : M y  name is  Thomas Wei s s . My 

address is 3 5 8 5  Sun C i rc l e .  I ' m the Administrator of  

the Eastern Idaho Regional Med ical Center I and I am 

employed by Health Trus t ,  I ncorporated . 

I would l ike to address the Envi ronmental 

Statement in regards to health care,  f i rst of 

all by  ERMC , which is a 2 4 6-bed medical compl ex wh ich 

has recent l y  been comp leted . We ' re capable of providing 

hea l th care to the employees of INEL i f  they expand and 

include S I S . 

We have worked with INEL in the past i n  

t h e  development o f  o u r  medical center t o  i nclude 

spec i f ic pro j ects and health care needs f o r  their 

employees and will continue to do s o .  We have the 

capabil ity to expand it  to meet any new needs , and hope 

W we can continue to provide such services . 

21 

22 

Thank you . 

THE HEAR I NG OFF I C E R :  Thank you . Our next 

� scheduled commenter w i l l  be  Kelly  Cheney , f o l l owed b y  

24 Roger Redford . 

25 MR.  CHENEY : I am K e l l y  Chene y ,  I l i ve at 

1 4 3  Weiss 

10  

1 1  

1 2  

13 

14 

15  

Route 4 ,  Rigb y ,  Idaho ,. I ' m a life l ong resident o f  

I daho . T h e  h i g h  level o f  sa fety at the I N E L  both i n  

cons truction a n d  operation h a s  produced safety statistic 

which are superior to the national average f o r  both 

cons truction and nuc l ear industr ies . 

I have worked f o r  1 1  years at the INEL i n  

t h e  construction industry f o r  t h e  last 1 1  years , and 

I know that this statemen t  i s  a fact . Let us ask our-

selves what would our f o refathers have done in  a 

s ituation s imi l a r  to thi s ?  Wel l ,  there ' s  no doubt in 

our mind s ,  because we ' re all he r e ,  aren ' t  we ? We 

wou l d n ' t  have been here without their abil ity to per-

ceive what could be a great western land and home for 

themselves and future genera tions . 

Don ' t  you think there we re ri sks invol ved 

16 there ? Let us compare the odds of the nucl ear - _ of 

17 having a nucl ear accident in this area and hurting some 

18 us that l ive here . Le t ' s  compare it  t o  an auto 

19 acc i d ent.  What are  the odds  o f  y ou having an auto 

20 b e fore you return horne today ? 

21 We see an ad on television which says , " Ca n  

2 2  take the risk ? "  I say yes . The risk i s  very sma l l  

� comparison to the driving o n  our f reeways here i n  

� right now . 

25 What has happened to our pioneer spirit here 
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in Southeastern Idaho ? Our forefathers were here 

before us a nd they were p ioneer s .  Personal l y ,  I 

wonder . I am thankful that some of the people that 

have testif ied here today were n l t  one of my forefathers 

when e lectric ity and automobi l e s  we re ready to go on 

l ine . We would have n e i ther of  these necessities today , 

would we ? Studies show that approximate l y  1 8 0 0 j obs 

w i l l  be  c reated by the S I S .  1 1 m  a native born I dahoan 

a nd third generation , and 1 1 m proud of  i t .  

I would l ike m y  �hi ldren t o  have the 

economic opportun i t i e s  to stay i n  Idaho if it  is 

pos s ib l e .  We need , and I persona l l y  support the S I S .  

Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFF I C ER:  Our n ext commenter 

w i l l  be Roger Redford , f o l l owed by Rex Cherry , f o l l owed 

by Larry McConne l . 

Roger Red f o r d ?  

(No response . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Rex Cherry? 

( No response . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Larry McConne l ?  

would note for the record Mr . Tim Hopkins is  one o f  

o u r  schedu led speakers a t  this point . H e  is  unable to 
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be here and has l e f t  with the desk a copy o f  his  

written comments and we.l l l  mark those Exhibit 3 3  and 

include them in the record . 

Please give your name and addre ss for the 

record . 

M R .  CHERRY : My name is Rex Che rry , and I 

l ive at Route 3 ,  Rigby , Idaho . I have l ived in Idaho 

a l l  my l if e  and have derived my l iving in part f rom the 

I NEL . As a construction worke r ,  I have worked at the 

INEL periodic a l l y  for 25 years . My father was employed 

at the S i te for 30 years and retired f rom employment 

there s ome years ago . The INEL provides the stab i l ity 

for the economic base in Southeast Idaho . 

I cannot bel ieve that anyone who works , 

l ives , and enj oys the s ty l e  of l i fe in Idaho would be 

opposed to the development and progress that the S I S  

Proj ect would br ing to o u r  great state , a n d  at the same 

time provide for a strong nat ional defen s e .  

There are some out s ide spec ial interest 

g roups who for some reason do not share our goa l s . 

groups spend a lot of  time and money oppo s i ng many of 

the things that have made our country the greate st 

country on earth. For this reason , would question 

the loyalty of  these peopl e .  

A short time ago , another group , the 
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National Right To Work Committe e ,  brought profess ional 

actors into our state v i a  the news med ia to tell us  how 

to vote . The qua lity of actors was somewhat better 

than those being used by the Snake River All iance and 

Moses seemed to have considerable infl uence over the 

peopl e  of  Idaho . What has this gotten u s ?  Lower 

wage s ,  part-time j o b s , and su f f e r i ng f rom those peopl e  

in  the work force who c a n  least  a f ford it . 

I would hope that the people of this great 

State w i l l  see through the smokescreen being put up 

by these groups who have come in with their unl imited 

outside of the state fund ing and the ir profess ional 

actors to tell us that the people of I daho are not 

capabl e  of contro l l ing the destiny of  the greatest 

state in this country . 

I would urge you , the people of Idaho , to 

tell  these groups to go home by saying yes to S I S  for 

Idaho . 

THE HEARING OFFICE R �  The written comment 

� of M r .  Rex Cherry w i l l  be l i sted as Exhibit No . 35 in  

2 1  the record . Prior to that we have three additional - -

n it w i l l  be l isted as Exhibit No . 3 5 .  

n Our next scheduled commenters are Larry 

U Ros s  Jones , Phil  Anderson , David Sealande r ,  

2 5  Tim Jackson.  A r e  any o f  those here? 
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M R .  ANDE RSON : My name i s  Phil l i p  Ander-

son .  I l ive at 909 Luc i l l e  Avenue , Pocate l l o .  I ' ve been 

a resident o f  Pocate llo for nearly 2 3  years . Pro-

fessiona l l y ,  I ' m a chemist . 

Members of the news media here today w i l l  

perhaps recogn i z e  m e  as  a senior scientist at t h e  I N E L ,  

Pres ident-elect o f  t h e  Idaho Academy of  S C ience , past 

Cha i rman of  the I daho Section of  the Ame rican Nuclear 

Society and a member of the Church o f  Nazarene . I want 

to make it c l ear I am speaking for mysel f  today and not 

represent i ng any of those organizations . 

G iven the need for the S I S ,  wh ich I under-

s tand is not a topic of  this hearing , I ' d  l ike to d i s -

cuss several technical aspect s .  The proposed S I S  w i l l  

u t i l i z e  new high technology. A s  with a n y  new 

we can expect spino f f  app l i cations . We didn ' t  know in 

advance that the space race of  the ' 6 0 ' s  and ' 7 0 ' s  

woul d  give us miniature calculators , personal computers 

and a myriad of  new materia l s  of  cons truction . S imil arl 

� it is rea l l y  d i f f icult to predict the scope of s p i no f f s  

21 from the AVL I S  techniques . Certainly ,  we can expect 

n new advances in obtaining isotopical l y  pure radio-

n isotopes for special i zed medical and manufacturing 

� appl ications . Others , wh i ch are more d i f f icult to 

� predict , w i l l  certainly follow.  Persona l l y ,  I welcome 
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the opportun ity for and the presence of the deve lopment 

of such technology here in  Idaho w 

On the sub j e c t  of wa stes , the additional 

volumes o f  radioactive wastes that will be generated 

b y  the S I S  are very smal l  compared to those of ongoing 

activities a l ready in I daho . I ,  persona l l y ,  spend at 

l east 4 0  hours a week in the immediate vicinity of  

exis ting h igh level radioactive wastes , and am 

comfortable with and confident o f  the safety of the 

management of  such materi a l s  here using current 

technolog y .  

As a chemist , I have worked extensively 

with a lpha em itting r ad ionuc l ides , including P U - 2 3 8  

a n d  l e s s  radioactive Plutonium 2 3 9 ,  wh ich is  a primary 

product of the proposed fac i l ity . The haz ards , whi l e  

real a n d  significan t ,  s imply d o  n o t  begin t o  approach 

the f rightening cond i t ions o ften described in the sen-

sational reports that have recently appeared in  our 

newspapers , e s peci a l l y  in Letters to the Editor . 

I am fami l i a r  with the types of containers 

required for the shipment of  radioactive materia l s  and 

22 am very satis f ied with level s  of protection they pro-

n v ide for credib l e  acc ident s .  Recently , after a truck 

� crashed into an Idaho river and released some of its 

� toxic chemical cargo , several people made i rrespons ib le  

1 4 9  Anderson 

statements wh ich were carried in the news medi a ,  

sugg e s t i ng that i f  the truck h a d  b e e n  carrying plutonium 

the river would have been poisoned for tens o r  hundreds 5 . 2 9 . 4 1 
of thousands of years . 

The fact is , had that truck been carrying 

pl utonium or other nuclear mater i a l s ,  the consequences 

of  the accident would not have been s ignificant , because 

the co ntainers for carrying such materials are des ig ned 

to maintain their integrity even under much more severe 

10 a ccident cond it ions . I wou l d  much prefer to have such 

1 1  shipme nts of  nuclear mate�ia l s  pass through my neighbor-

12 hood in Pocatel l o  d a i l y  than to have other common and 

13 more dangerous shipments such as gasol ine pass through 

14 even month l y .  

1 5  This confidence i s  based on personal ex-

1 6  per ience with such materi a l s  and a f i rst-hand knowledge 

1 7  o f  thei r  chemica l , phys ical , a n d  rad iological behav io r .  

18 I can ' t  help but· notice that these f rightening and 

19 incred i b l e  a c c ident scenarios are proposed by peop l e  

� al though intel l igent and sincer e ,  have not had 

21 f irst-hand experience with nuclear materials , but are 2 . 1 2 . 4  
n s imply repeati ng what they have heard or what they think 

n t h e  nature of  such material s .  

24 I n  conclusion ,  I hope that the decis ion of 

� or not to s ite the SIS i n  Idaho wi l l  be based on 
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actual technica l ,  economic , and environmental merit and 

not on emotiona l l y  based negative reports o f  s incere 

but techn i c a l l y  i naccurate perceptions of the haz ards 

associated with the nuclear material s .  I f  the people 

making these statements about the horrendous dangers o f  

p l utonium really  have documentable d a t a  of s u c h  h a z a rd s ,  

they should s hare them direct l y  with the scientists  and 

engineers of the technical commu n i t y .  Not o n l y  are we 

i n  the position to take corrective actio n ,  i f  they are 

i ndeed true , but we have a strong ves ted interest in our 

own health and s a f e t y .  I f  t h e  dangers are real l y  as 

s evere as they claim, we who work with such mate r i a l s  

would b e  t h e  f i rst to s u f f e r  t h e  consequences . 

The overwhe lming conclus ion , based on 

current scient i f i c  data and exper i e nce to dat e ,  is that 

nuclear material s ,  i nc l uding plutoniu� , can indeed be 

handled and proces sed s a f e l y  using current technology 

and establi shed safety procedures . 

On that bas i s ,  I persona l l y  wel come the 

M construction and operation of the S I S  in Idaho . Thank 

21 you . 

22 THE HEARING OFFICER:  At this po int , I ' m 

23 j ust go ing to tak e a moment , l e s t  there be confusion in  

� the reco r d ,  Madam Reporte r .  1 1 m  going to g o  through a 

25 l is t  of exhibits for the record . 
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Mr . Tim Hopki n s ' written comments are 

Exhibit 3 3 ;  the Chair has received several  written 

comments f r om the stack i n  the back that we ' l l inc lude 

i n  the record as the fol lowing exhibits : Ex h i b it 3 4 , 

Cory L .  Westergard ; Exhibit 3 5 ,  the written comments o f  

Rex Che r r y ,  who w a s  a l so an o r a l  commente r ;  Exh i b it  3 6 ,  

comments o f  Jul ie Robinson ; Exhibit 3 7 ,  written comments 

of David Hen s e l ;  Exh ibit 3 8 ,  the written comments of 

Ben Wins h i t ; and Exh ibit 39 w i l l  be the written comments 

of  Phi l l i p  A. Anderson who testif ied . 

At this  t ime , our next commenter w i l l  be 

Ro ss  Jone s .  P l ease give your name and addre s s  for the 

record , s i r .  

M R .  JONES : My name i s  Ross J .  Jone s ,  my 

address is 3 4 1 0  Handl y  Avenue , I daho Fa l l s ,  Idaho . 

As a contractor and a member of the I daho 

F a l l s  commun ity , I am here thi s  a f ternoon to pub l i cly 

support the SIS  at the INEL . 

In being a contractor here in I daho over 

M the l a s t  1 1  year s ,  I ' m quite fami l ia r  with their 

2 1  po l i cies a nd procedures at the INE L.  

22 I feel the record of the INEL in construc-

n t i o n ,  in operat i o n ,  safety and security speaks f o r  

� i t s e l f  in both the protection of the environment a nd 

� protect ion of human l i fe . I cannot s e e  where any of thi  
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af fected o r  changed by the S I S ,  based upon the past 

record of  DOE and the I N E L .  

I feel it  is t ime t h a t  t h e  people of  Idaho 

a re supported by the people in I daho . I t ' s  time that 

people outs ide of  I daho quit making the deci s ions in 

deciding what is  best for Idaho . The pedpl e  wh ich make 

I daho the i r  horne have been impacted heav i l y  by outside 

s pec ial  i nterest groups on issues such as the right to 

work and the wilderness issue s .  

Let ' s  don ' t  l e t  this happen t o  the S I S .  I t  

i s  not a matter or an issue of  whether the S I S  is going 

12 to be bui l t .  It  i s  a matter of  where it ' s  going to b e  

13  

14 

b u i l t . To help assure economic bas is  for the INEL and 

Southeastern Idaho , the pluses far Qutweight the 

15 The S I S  w i l l  have a pos i tive impact on the area . And , 

16 aga i n ,  I f u l l y  support the S I S  b e i ng b u i l t  at the INEL . 

1 7  TOE HEARING OFF I C ER:  Thank you . The 

18 written comments of  Ros s  J. Jones w i l l  be  inc luded in th 

19 record as Exhibit No . 4 0  .. 

20 Our next schedul ed speaker i s  David 

21 Sealander , fol lowed by Tim Jackson , f o l lowed by M r .  Vern 

22 Aut ry . 

23 MR.  SEALANDER : My name is David Sealand e r .  

24 I l ive at Route 4 ,  Box 37 1 ,  Idaho Fal l s ,  Idaho . 8 3 4 0 2 . 

25 Regarding the Dra f t  Environmental 
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there i s  n o  substant iation o f  presumed need 

for the additional plutonium, and hence , the SIS plant 

o f fered in this Draft Environmental Statemen t .  

Without the access t o  i nformation i n  the Nuc lear Weapons 

Stockpi l e  Memorandum , it i s  not poss ible to know i f  

this represents a need redundancy o r  a redundancy o f  

wel fare for the m i l i tary i ndustrial  compl e x .  Other E I S  

for national s ecurity pro j ects have inc luded a c l a s s i f i e  

appendix that complete ly covers the need f o r  a given 

pro j ect for evaluation b y  Congress , but this one does 

not . If all the chest beat ing and heavy statements in 

f avor of  this project by the I daho Congressional D e l ega-

t ion has not been primed with hard information on c l ear 

need by way of  the general NWSM and the spe c i f ic 

c l a s s i f ied appendix to this document , can we dare c l a im 

that f ree and open democratic processes are at work 

here ? 

A c l a s s i f ied appendix address ing the need 

for the SIS i n  a comp lete manner should b e  provided to 

Congres s .  Senator James McClure ' s  c l a ims of  continu i ng 

need for weapons plutonium in h i s  recent address to the 

I d aho F a l l s  Chamber of  Commerce are strongly contra-

d icted by statements given by Secretary John Herrington 

� of the DOE , in the same arti c l e  in the pape r .  

25 The need for the S I S  here i s  based on 
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redundanc y ,  f l ex i b i l i t y ,  and technol ogical diversity i n  

plutonium production is vague a n d  n o t  s p e c i f i c  enough 

for appropriate eva luation . 

The legal l y  ava i l able amount of feed 

pl utonium available to the S I S  plant , six tons , would 

be processed completely i n  s i x  to eight years of  SIS 

ope ration , and any redundancy , techno log ical diversity 

and flexibil ity offered by the S I S  woul d  be over with 

.. 
unless part of the plans of the buil d i ng of the S I S  by  

10 
the DOE and the Department o f  Defense i s  to del iberately 

" violate provis ions of the nuclear non-prol i£erat ion 

12 treaty by processing commercial fuel p l u tonium for 

13  m i l i ta ry use s ,  a wreckless plan at minimum. 

14 The country cannot a f ford the whole 

15 perenni a l l y  over-estimated wish l i st o f  nuclear or non-

16 nucl ear weapons submitted by the Pentagon and , yes ,  

17 the m i l itary industrial complex can and perhaps w i l l  

1 8  bankrupt a n d  destroy this n a t i o n  f r o m  .within i f  not 

19 g iven appropriate oversight . I f  our Congress ional 

20 delegation is seeking to f ind some f edera l l y  funded 

21 welfare work for the local build i ng trades to continue 

22 to entertain them in the style to which they have become 

23 accustomed at the national expense and debt , it should 

� be clearly and hones t l y  noted so in this Draft 

� mental Statement .  This i s  a critical socio-
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economic impact indeed . This area has a f a i r  number o f  

f a s t  breeder react ionar ies , at  once over populat ing 

the worl d ,  curs i ng governme n t ,  and l iving o f f  the 

government work projects funded by taxes and debt . 

I am a farmer in the New Sweden area south 

and west of I daho Fal l s , and I rema in deeply concerned 

about the rad ioactive mater i a l s  i n j ected d irectly into 

the aqu i f e r  through waste water i n j ection wel l s  in the 

past years . Also , considerable amounts of plutonium 

and other transuran ic and s everal kinds of very toxi c  

organic s o l vents reac hing d e e p l y  i n t o  the soil  at the 

INEL . Functionaries at INEL keep reassuring us with 

words of not to worry , "It. won I t do you any harrrl in your 

l ifet ime . " 

The S I S  should not be constructed before the 

full-scale  demonstrat ion f a c i l ity i s  in  operation at 

Lawrence Livermore Labs i n  C a l i fornia and has been 

tested and operated succe s s f u l l y  and a f inal des ign for 

the plant has been prepared and approved . 

I ' m acquainted with a number of people who 

work at the INEL and rel ated f a c i l ities and less 

acqua inted with many others . A ma j o rity of them have 

adamantly a f f i rmed their work to be f rom peaceful use 

M of nuc lear energ y ,  with a c l ear d i s tinction f rom 

25 nuclear armaments . Many o f  them I ' ve spoken with 
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recently about this S I S  plant have expressed cons iderabl 

fear and concern , often saying they would l ike to speak 

out against it but fear j ob rep r i s a l s  may resu l t  and 

that they may have to quit their j obs here and seek 

employment e l sewhere to s a t i s f y  their own conscience 

about i t w  

Some have s a i d  they woul d  never have come 

here to work except that it  was bas ically an atoms for 

peace fac il it y _  

1 0  T H E  HEARING OFF I C E R :  Excuse me , s i r ,  I ' m  

1 1  g o i ng t o  have t o  c u t  you o f f  there . 

12 Mr . Sealander , we ' l l take your f u l l  written 

13  statement a nd mark it  Exhib i t  No. 4 1 .  

14 Our next scheduled commenter is  T im Jackson , 

15  fol lowed by Vern Autry . 

1 6  MR. JACKSON : My name is T im Jackson . 

1 7  reside at Route 7 ,  Box 1 3 1 - C , I daho Fal l s , Idaho . 

16 a l so am a l i f e  long r e s ident of the State of I d aho and 

19 am very proud of that fac t .  I a l so own two construction 

� f irms in the Idaho F a l l s  area , and in the past have had 

21 the opportunity to employ we l l  over 1 0 0  i nd i v idua l s .  

2 2  Last December we c a l l ed the State Employment 

n Off ice and asked that they send us 1 0 0  qua l i f ied peop l e . 

24 That ' s  how many people we needed to do the work we had 

25 on hand . And through the course of two week S , as the 
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l ines started f rom our door and ,went out toward the I 
h ighwaY f we received over 7 0 0  app l icants . To me , that ' s' 

a great i nd ication of what the construct ion community 

and the f ab r ic a t ion community i s  s u f f e ring right now . 

I a l so want to state that I f e e l  very 

comfortable with the saf ety at the INEL . I don ' t  say 

that by read ing the Environmental study or 

read ing d errogatory statements about the INEL , I say 

that because I person a l l y  have , in the past 1 5  years , 

had the opportunity to put on the S I C ' s ,  go into the 

hot c e l l s ,  do the work associated with the health 

phys i c i s t s , and understand , have a full understanding 

of the safety that is at the INEL.  

To  date , and I have dealt with several 

hundred construction people over the past 1 5  years , 

do not know of one person in the construction bus iness 

or i n  the operations busines s of the f a c i l ity that has 

suffered any he a l th consequences from the INEL . 

I think what we need to do here is separate 

� the wheat from the chaf f .  I f  we were to a l l  decide i n  

2 1  this room today w e  wou ld come t o  an understand i ng that 

22 those over here on this s ide of the room are for the 

n SIS Pro j e c t ,  unde rstand the economic benef its of the 

� Pro j ec t .  Those that are opposed would be on this s ide 

� of the room , wou ld a l so understand thei r  moral 
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obl igation toward what they t h i nk i s  some negative 

things that wou l d  come f rom the S I S  Pro j e c t .  But I 

cha l l enge those who feel  those negative feel ings about 

the Pro j ect to do one t h i ng , and that is to f u l l y  

study a n d  unders tand the s a f e ty record o f  t h e  INEL , and , 

a l s o ,  f u l l y  s tudy and u n d e r s tand the economic benef it s  

that t h e  S IS Pro j e c t  wou l d  have on t h e  S tate o f  Idaho . 

I f  you dOI1 ' t  und e r s tand tha t ,  then come down 

to my place  somet ime when the work gets s l ow and things 

a re r e a l l y  tight and someone that ' s  worked for you for 

f ive or  t e n  years , and you g ive them two checks and 

s end them home a nd t e l l  them , " Go someplace e l s e  and go 

to wo rk . 

way . " 

Let you and your f a m i l y  survive some other 

I don ' t  apprec i a te that . I support the S I S .  

1 6  Thank you . 

'7 THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  Thank you . Our next 

18 f ive scheduled commenters are Vern Au try , Kaye Merriam , 

'9 Apri l  H a l l  Cutting , B e n s o n  Lanie and John Byrom . Vern 

W Autry? Please  s tate your name and address for the 

21 record , s ir .  

22 M R .  AUTRY � I l ive i n  Idaho Fal l s .  I have n ' 

n done a l o t  of papers here . I don ' t  understand a l l  t h i s  

� technic a l , but I do unde r s tand econom i c s  a l i ttle b i t  

� about the people of Idaho , a nd the peopl e of Idaho are 
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t i red peop l e .  

Come i nto o u r  state . Vern or Joe or Bob , 

t h i s  i s  what you need . T h i s  is what you need . We ' re 

g o i ng to s hove this down you ' re thro a t .  Wel l ,  we ' re 

tired of peopl e comin g  i n  and s aying , "Vern , Bob , and 

Joe , t h i s  i s  what you n e ed . "  

I h ave l ived here a l l  my l i f e .  I ' ve worked 

at the S ite for over 3 0  years , and as far as I ' m con-

cerned , I worked a numbe r  o f  - - I ' ve worked i n  the 

b u i l d i ng trades ;  I ' ve worked i n  I C ' s ,  and b e l i eve me , 

the S i te i s  s a f e . I t  is s a f e .  They have the peo p l e  

a n d  the q u a l i ty o f  p e o p l e  to make s u r e  i t ' s  s a f e .  I ' m 

not much of a speak e r .  I ' m j u s t  a construction work e r ,  

b u t  b e l i eve m e ,  w e  need t h e  S I S .  Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFF IC E R :  Thank you.  O u r  n e x t  

s c h eduled commenter i s  T i na Hu f f  tel ,  f o l l owed by Apr i l  

H a l l  Cutting . 

Wou l d  you g ive your addre s s  f o r  the record , 

please ? 

MS . CUTTING : Apr i l  H a l l  Cut t i n g ,  1 2 5  North 

1 9 t h  Avenu e ,  Pocatel l o ,  Idaho . Set b e fore us today are 

l i f e  and death , bless in g s  and curs e .  I s tand before 

you and a s k  you to choose l i f e .  I s tand w i t h  those 

� agai ns t  the S I S .  T h i s  Pro j e c t  s hould not be bui l t ;  

� not at I N EL ; not at Savannah Rive r ;  not at Hanford ; not 
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anywhere . Our option must be for action of a d i f ferent 

k i nd . 

I n s tead of trying so hard to bring t h i s  

Proj ect to Idaho because o f  its economic bene f i t , I 

cha l l enge the DOE , the Chambers of Comme rce , private 

bus i nesses , a nd all the contractors a t  the INEL to work 

hard for l ife-enhancing pro j e ct s .  

I c ha l l enge you t o  develop a nd invest  i n  

applications o f  engineering technology which s ave in-

s tead o f  threaten l i f e .  Look beyond t h e  immed iate g a i n  

o f  several hundred j ob s  to t he unl imited po s s i b i l i ti e s  

to wh i c h  the g i f ted peop l e  o f  o u r  s tate can a p p l y  their 

ski l l s  and t a l e nt s .  Think creativel y .  

technolog i e s . Just imagine • 

Dev i s e  new 

Imagi n e  a wo r l d  where there i s  cooperati ve 

exploration i ns tead of nuclear s t a ndof f .  Ima g i ne the 

day when we f i na l l y  l e a rn t hat any kind o f  stockp i l e  

deprives others . Imagine t hat if a l l  of the human 

energy spent suppo rt i ng and protesting this Pro j ect and 

w in getting to these  hearings today was being used to 

21 a s s i s t  those i n  need or to work with our Leg i s l ators 

n for j u s t  l aws . We might s ave the wor l d  i ns tead o f  

2 3  destroying i t .  We m ight l earn to respect others i n s tead 

� of creating a n imo s i t y .  

25 Our enviro nment cannot be evaluated . The 
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impact o f  such a pro j ect c a n  never be weighed . L i f e  i s  

a f r ag i le t h i ng . My hope i s  that humanity accepts t he 

respon s i b i l ity for the f uture of t h i s  p l anet , so that 

i t  may have as  l o ng a l i fe  as  p l uton ium doe s .  Just 

think what a n  amaz i ng f uture the earth can have i n  the 

next 2 0 , 0 0 0  years . 

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  The Chair has re-

ceived the t e s timony of Apr il  H a l l  Cutt ing , as we l l  as 

t ha t  of Craig H a l l  Cutting . The exhibit number w i l l  

be  4 2  f o r  Apr il  H a l l  a n d  4 3  f o r  Cra i g .  

Our next s chedu l ed commenter w i l l  b e  Lanie 

B e n so n .  

Your address f o r  the record , s i r ?  

M R .  BENSON ; Lanie Benso n ,  P o s t  O f f ice Box 

Driggs , I daho . 

T h i s  s tatement is i n  support of the No 

A c t i o n  A l ternative not to construct the S I S .  

T h i s  i s  how I see the S I S  and the issues  

addre s sed i n  t he DEI S .  T o  start w i t h ,  t he Department o f  

Energy comes down and t e l l s  m e  t hey would l ike t o  b u i l d  

a p lu to nium f a c tory i n  my b a c k  yard . I t h i nk , " Gee , 

t h i s  m u s t  be my lucky d ay . "  

I see my property v a l u e s  going u p ,  u p .  Who 

knows , I m ight even get a j ob for a chang e .  But wait 

a minute ,  why has DOE de cided to b l es s  me a l l  of a sudde 
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I asked them , "Why my back yard ? "  I get no answer .  

I check aroun d .  I l earn that nobody e l s e  

wants t h i s  thing . I wonder why .  I make Some telephone 

call s .  I f i nd out that wherever DOE has been , Savannah 

Rive r ,  Rocky F l a t s , Hanford , the s o i l  has been poisoned . 

The rivers , reservo i r s , d r i nk i ng water poisoned , the 

air poisoned . 

But I ' m  patr io t i c , r i g h t ?  I mean I want to 

do my part to d e fend my country , r i g h t ?  So I ask D O E ,  

" Why do they n e e d  t o  bui l d  t h i s  �l utonium refinery ? "  

I mean , I know t hey ' ve been maki n g  p l enty o f  bombs witp-

out i t .  

pers i s t .  

They plead secrecy and national  defense . 

They say they need redundanc y .  I beg i n  t o  

wonder j u s t  how much redundancy they think they need . 

I ask DOD how much t h i s  p l utonium factory i s  

going to c o s t  m e .  They s a y  5 0 0  m i l l ion bucks . I ask 

t hem how many people they ' re going to h i r e .  They s a y ,  

n Oh ,  5 0 0  or so . "  

I do a quick c a l cu l a t io n .  I mention that 

! 1  that ' s  about a m i l l ion d o l l � r s  a j o b .  They say , " Yeah , 

22 defense jobs don ' t  come c h ea p . "  

23 I tel l  DOE that the trade unions around town 

� hope t h i s  P ro j ect comes here . DOE asks me i f  

� Idaho is a r i g h t  to work s t a t e .  
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I ment ion that the Chamber of Commerce says 

t here w i l l  be a l o t  o f  spinoff busines s .  DOE says they 

can ' t  think of any at the moment , but they ' re sure there 

w i l l  be some . 

ask about the safety of the p l a n t .  

mention t h e  terrible  record o f  D O E  to date i n  oth e r  

places . T h e y  say , "We ' ve changed . "  

ask about the 2 0 0  tons per year o f  

p l utonium waste the plant  w i l l  produc e .  DOE says they ' r  

going to h a u l  the s t u f f  to a dump i n  New Mex i c o .  They ' r  

going to u s e  TRU Pak cask s ,  they say . I f i nd out l a t e r  

t h a t  the casks leak . D O E  says not t o  worry . 

I t e l l  DOE that I ' ve read that the dump i n  

New Mexico i s  l e ak i ng . They t e l l  m e  n o t  t o  bel ieve 

everything  I read . I ask , "What if the dump in New 

Mex ico c a n ' t  be used ? "  

They say the waste w i l l  have to b e  s tored 

e lsewhere . I ask them , " Where , most l ikely ? "  

They s ay ,  "At the plant . "  

I say , " You mean here , i n  my back yard ? "  

They say , " That ' s  right . "  

I ask them for how long and they say a h a l f  

a m i l l ion years . I say that I ' ve changed my m i n d .  

don ' t  w a n t  to b u i l d  t h i s  p l u to n ium f actory . 

DOE says they can ' t  understand my hos t i l e  
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attitud e .  Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFF I CE R :  Your written comments 

will be  i n c l uded i n  the record and marked as  Exhibit 

No . 4 4 .  

Ou r next speaker w i l l  b e  John Byrom 

by D ic k  Egbert . 

MR.  BYROM : I ' m  John Byrom . I ' ve l ived in 

Idaho for the past 3 7 - 3 8  year s ,  came up here in ' 5 1 .  

I n  spite o f  retiring here a year o r  s o  ago , I intend to 

stay in  Idaho . I l ike the weathe r ,  the c l imate , and 

I ' l l s t i l l  assoc iate with the INEL . 

My cu rrent phys ic ian has s a i d ,  " You ret ire . "  

I was a certif ied health phys i c i s t  former 

techn ical  writer at the INEL . I ' m  experienced i n  

15  mate rials test reactors , Test Area Nort h ,  Special power 

16 Exc u r s ion Reactor Tes t ,  and the Central Fac i l ities Area 

1 7  i n c l  uding the riNer W:i.ste D i sposal A.re a .  

18 My pos i t ion , I am very definitely for 

1 9  bui l d i ng the S I S  here at the I NEL . The reason behind 

� th is i s ,  f i rst the Project is new � i t ' s  current state 

of  the art and not the 3 0 -year old plus technology o f  

22 the production reactor we have in operation now . 

23 Second , this pro j ect was designed not to 

24 re-create radioactive material , s imply to use that 

we ' ve a l ready got . We ' ve got p l e nty , l et ' s  use i t .  
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A s  f o r  transportation of t h i s  material to 

and f rom the INEL or th� f eed materia l ,  f in ished 

I bel ieve the record on transportation stands by its e l f .  

Of  a l l  the acc idents we ' ve had with radioactive 

materi a l s  - - and I can b a s i c a l l y  number them on one 

hand i n  the tran sport industry - - we haven ' t  lost an 

atom yet , to my knowledge . The radioactive material 

has stayed where it was , in the cask s .  Those casks are 

hearti l y  des igned . You can ' t  get stuff out of them . 

You have a d ev i l  of a j ob doing i t .  

The proj ect w i l l  introduce the new produc-

t ion l ine technolog ies , something we need desperately 

in Idaho . I ' ve worked with youngsters all  my l i f e .  

I ' ve seen a n  awfu l  lot of  them l eave the state . I ' d  

l ike to see more go to work in  this area and , bas i c a l l y ,  

as  an  agricultural area w e  don ' t  have the work . We do 

have it at the INEL , and I ' m hoping the expansion of 

the engineering status there w i l l  increase those j o b s .  

The byproducts o f  this Project could produce 

� space explora t i o n .  T h e  h e a t  sources formed b y  the 

21 p l utonium d i f f erent isotopes could be used in space 

22 explorat ion . perhaps this w i l l  i ntroduce another 

23 i ndustry i nto this area . 

24 Economica l l y ,  the bonus of 1 , 0 0 0 - 1 , 7 0 0  j obs , 

� whatever you b e l i eve , that ' s  j ust an extra bonus . I t ' s  
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wel l  worth i t ,  and I ' d  l ike t o  see i t  happe n .  

T h e  DOE , according t o  t h e  Environmental 

Sta tement ,  i s  required to maintain a supply o f  

materi a l s i n  the i ntere s t  o f  o u r  national  d e f en s e .  

prefer t h i s  supply t o  come f rom that w e  a l ready have . 

I don ' t  want new production reactors . Production 

reactors produce material , yes ,  but there ' s  all  those 

byproducts , the radioactive debri s which comes f rom new 

produc t ion . Aga i n ,  l e t ' s  use what we ' v e  g o t .  I hear 

a lot o f  comment o f  radi a t ion contamination products ,  

yet to my memory , t h i s  h a s  not been a prob l em at the 

I N E L ,  or there has not been a probl em a t  the INEL that 

has a f f e c ted Idaho Fal l s .  That ' s  i n  the 37 years I ' ve 

been here . I b e l ieve that says something about the 

space program at the I NE L .  

I n  regard t o  the safety program i t se l f ,  

there i s  o f  record over 1 0 0  individual s regi s tered 

in the current heal th phys i c s  society and this is  l e s s  

than hal f  the i ndividua l s  who are ac tua l l y  working i n  

W the h e a l th phy s i c s  for production of personnel and the 

21 env ironment at the I N E L .  There a r e  probabl y  an 

22 addit ional 5 0  plus members i n  the sa fety group . Th i s  

n s a f e ty g roup wou l d  include f ire s a f e t y ,  i ndustrial  

� hyg i e n e ,  indu s t r i a l  safety and any o f  the other in-

25 dustrial  program s . 
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As a f ittin g  continua ti on , we s ta r t  o f f  

b y  producing e l ectricity t o  produce l ight back i n  ' 5 1 .  

Now we ' re t a l k i ng around here i n  about 1 8 9 0  plus we ' re 

going to u s e  ref ined material - - correction _ _  we ' re 

going to u s e  l ight to produce ref i ned materia l s ,  1 8 0  

degree tur n .  Thank you .  

THE HEARING O F F I C E R ;  Thank you , M r .  Byrom . 

Our next f i v e  commenters are D i c k  Egbert , Dona l d  R .  

C lark , Russ Web b ,  Gregory Crocket t ,  Kathleen Jardine . 

I s  Dick Egbert h ere , p l e a s e ?  

( No response . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  D o n a l d  R .  C l ark ? 

( No respon se . )  

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  Russ Web b ?  

Fol lowing Russ  w i l l  be Gregory Crockett . 

MR . WEBB : My name is Russ Web b .  I l ive a t  

2 8 3 2  R e d  Barn L a n e  i n  I daho F a l l s .  I am here a s  an 

i nd i v idual today , an atto rney i n  Idaho Fal l s ,  and I do 

support the I sotope Separato r P r o j ect . 

I ' m  a l so a member o f  the State Board o f  

Heal th a n d  Wel fare i n  Idaho , f o r  thos e  o f  you who are 

� not f am i l i a r .  I can ' t  speak f o r  the Board , but  w e  have 

25 some authority that ' s  rel evant to t h i s  particular 
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1 1  

Environmental Stateme n t .  T h e  Board promu l g a t e s  

the regul a t ions for a i r  po l lu t i o n ,  w a t e r  qua l i ty w a s t e  

water treatmen t ,  pub l i c  d r i n k i ng w a t e r  sys tems , 

waste manageme n t ,  s o l i d  waste  management and construc-

tion o f  new i n j ection we l l s .  

I t ' s  a n  ong o i ng t h i ng f rom t ime to t ime 

the Board does have to update these regulations and 

cons ider new regulations in t ho s e  areas . A lot o f  

d i s c u s s i o n  toda y .  I have to te l l  you , t h i nk people 

are entitled to be concerned about any pro j ect of this  

nature . And they ' re e n t i t l ed to be c autious . I think 

1 2  we woul d  b e  cra zy not to t ak e  t h i s  type o f  proj  ect very 

13 serious l y ,  and there ' s  enough record nat ionwide over 

1 4  the years , some o f  the other operations ind icate that 

15 vigi lance is a lways appropri a t e  and a lways wise . 

16 I t ' s  going to be a very s erious bus in e s s  out 

17 h er e ,  and we are intere s t ed i n  the j ob s  and the p o s i t iv e  

18 benef i ts , but as I read t h i s  s ta temen t I and I can ' t  

19 s ay I ' m much of a p hy s i c i s t  beyond what I got in 

m but it appears to me that there are a lot of a s sumptions 

2 1  that t h i s  will  b e  a fundament a l ly contro l l a b l e  s ituation 

22  out there o n  i t s  meri ts . 

n That may b e ,  and it may be that the people 

24  who developed the Dra ft Environme n t a l  Statement know 

� what they ' re d o i ng and everything is corre c t .  I can ' t  

1 6 9  Web b  

persona l l y  comment on  tha t .  3 . 2 . 1  
I do f ee l  that the real  task i s  to ensure 

that the people k now that i f  there i s  an SIS b u i l t  here , 

i t ' s  opera t i ng as a n a t i o n a l  mode l  for env ironmen t a l  

prote c t i o n .  A n d  I don ' t  t h i n k  the government h a s  a l ways 

ensured that i s  the c a s e . 

We h a v e  a n  opport u n i t y ,  a s s uming it is 

to s ee we have a national  mod e l , and that this Pro j e c t  

b e  pursued w i th the h i g h e s t  o f  s a f e ty standards of t h e  
10 e nvironment considered . 

1 1  As I go through that report , my one concern 

5 . 1 9 . 6  
1 2  and i t  i s  r e a l l y  t h e  o n l y  comment I rea l l y  want to 

1 3  make - - i s  that there rea l l y  i s  no s pec i f ic reference 

14  to the State o f  Idaho a s  a state agency mon i to r ing 

15 functions that I t h i nk oug ht to b e  t h e r e .  Y o u  know , i f  

1 6  all  the c a l cu l ations are correct a nd we ' re not go ing to  

1 7  have a probl em we need to repo r t .  A n d  I h o p e  that ' s  

18 r ight . Somet ime s  watchdogs need watchdog s ,  too . The 

19 State o f  Idaho is a pol it i c a l  entity with a lot of 

20 components to it that have various interests  in the 

21 things that are going to b e  going on i n  t h i s  Pro j e c t ,  

22 and I t h i nk i t ' s  a b s o l u t e l y  f undamen t a l l y  requ ired and 

23 should b e  addressed i n  the f in a l  Sta tement that 

24 there be monitoring , that there be an aud i t  funct i o n ,  

2 5  that there b e  r e l a ted i nv o l vement through a state agency 
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14  

15  

16 

17  
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19 

of t h i s  P ro j e ct .  

I ' m not trying to say that that i s  going 

to make a perfect s i tuation envi ronmenta l l y ,  but I 

think peop l e  need to know that they have access to some 

of the representatives and the agencies here in the 

State who take a d i f f erent approac h ,  a d i f f erent view-

point and have some direct respon s i b i l ity for looking at 

thi s .  

And I ' m  t h i nk i ng o f  b e f o r e ,  during , and 

after construct ion . I t ' s  important that it begi n  right 

away . The Governor earl i e r  i nd icated he hoped t h i s  

thing wou l d  get o f f  t h e  ground as s o o n  as pos s i b l e ,  and 

I agree with that . But i t ' s  e s s e n t i a l  that we have a 

ful l cons u l t a t ion between t h e  Federal Government and 

the State  Government on t h i s  Proj e c t , that it b e  on  a 

f ree and open ba s i s .  Obviou s l y ,  we a l l  know there are 

c l as s i f ied a s pects of this thing . There are many 

regu la t ions . We , as a Board and again I ' m speaking 

person a l l y ,  not for the Board o f  Health and Wel fa r e ,  but 

W I do k now th ere are many regul a t i o n s  we adopt that are 

21 granted through t h e  federa l agencies that we take a 

22 l ook at , but I think i t ' s  important , nonthe l e s s ,  for 

n the State Government to be a partner a n d ,  aga i n ,  i n  

� construction of t h i s  c lean through i t s  operation . 

25 One o ther thing I t h i nk is important in that 
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regard , I t h i nk there shou l d  b e  some thing i n  the nature 

o f  e nvironmental  over s i g h t  task force or a group that 

woul d  include an appropriate state agency as we l l  as 

c i t i z e n  part i c ipation . I know the Federal Government 

a l ways has some concern about that type of activity , 

but  I t h i n k  i t ' s  important i t  be cons idered and i nc l uded 

i n  the final  S tateme n t .  Thank you . 

THE HEAR I NG O F F I C E R :  O u r  n e x t  scheduled 

commenter will be  Gregory Crocket t ,  fol lowed by Kathleen 

Jard i ne .  

M R .  CROCKETT : F o r  the record , m y  name i s  

G r e g  Crockett . I l ive at 2 0 3 4  Virgi n i a  Avenue , Idaho 

F a l l s .  I am a l o ng-time resident o f  Idaho Fal l s .  I 

was born here . I received a l l  my education i n  the 

State o f  I d a h o .  

I c hoose to continue to l ive i n  Idaho , 

because o f  our qua l ity of l i f e .  I s tand here today a s  

a c i t i z e n  o f  Idaho a n d  as a supporter o f  S I S .  

L i k e  man y ,  m y  father worked a t  the I NEL f o r  

a period i n  e x c e s s  o f  3 0  year s .  My f ather was proud 

to work at the I NEL and to s hare in its accompl i shmen t s , 

a ccompl i s hments  important to America and our national 

i nterests . I share that pride . DOE and its  predecessor 

have a long h i story in Southeast Idaho , a h i story marked 

by a c l ean record , important purpose , and substantial 

1 7 2  Crockett 

3 . 2 . 3 1  

1 . 1  

4

6

7

14

2

3

4

5

6

7

'I3

9

15

19

25



W 
'-I 
'-I 
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3 . 2 . 2  INEL has  a lways been a good and respon s i b l e  

5 . 2 7 . 1 2 . 1  

5 . 2 4 . 2 3  

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

neighbo r .  I t  i s  a v a l u ab l e  e l ement of  o u r  l o c a l  

I t  h a s  brought to Idaho an i n fl ux of h i g h l y  educated 

and w e l l  pa i d  i n d i v i d u a l s  f rom a l l  parts of  America and 

many foreign countr i e s . This h a s  contributed greatl y  

to o u r  c u l tural comp l e x i t y  a n d  richness and t h e  afore-

ment ioned qua l ity of  l i fe that we a l s o  h i g h l y  regard . 

T h e  Department of Energy ' s  s a f ety record a t  

INEL and i t s  c a r e  a nd concern f o r  o u r  qua l i t y  of  l if e  

s tands on i t s  own .  I have confidence that the record 

w i l l  b e  ma i ntained . However , I am concerned for t h e  

future of  INEL u n l e s s  we continue t o  a c t i v e l y  s o l i c i t  

and w e lcome pro j ec t s  worthy of  the S i t e ' s  wor l dwide 

statu s ,  i t s  broad-based expert i se , and i t s  h i s tory . 

16 t echnolog ical base mu s t  c o n t i nue to be expande d .  O t h er-

17 w i s e  we s ha l l  d i e  and s h r i v e l  on the prove r b i a l  v i n e . 

16 We are being p r e s e nted w i t h  s u c h  a n  

19 today , and we can l it t l e  af ford to c l o s e  our doors and 

� s hu t  off  our borders . Many of t h e  INEL ' s  o r i g i n a l  

2 1  o b j e c t iv e s  a n d  purp o s e s  have b e e n  achieved , pro j ec t s  a n d  

2 2  goa l s  have b e e n  completed , and whi l e  the g a i n s  a n d  

� bene f it s  of INEL work have b e e n  profoun d ,  we cannot 

� o n  o u r  past l a u r a l s  and l e t  the rest of  t h e  world 

25  pass u s  by . We mus t  move on toward our future and t h e  

1 7 3  Crockett 

future o f  I d aho . 

We have a chance to be a part of one of t h e  

worl d ' s  most i n t r i g u i n g  and prom i s ing technolog ies . 

To me , t h e  P r o j e c t  i s  j u s t i f ied on t h a t  bas i s  a lone . 

Technology as grandi o s e  a s  atomic vapor 

l as e r  i sotope s eparation can o n l y  tr ul y  advance when 

t h ey l eave the l ab and t h e  realm of  theory and a r e  put 5 . 2 8 . 2  
to a u t i l i tary purpose , a purpose that by necessity 

must b e  cost e f f �c t ive and cost j u s t i f ia b l e . The cost 
10  

savings to America of  the SIS  P r o j e c t  are part of t h e  
1 1  record . 
12 

S I S  is an opportunity to advance our human 
13 k nowledg e .  Advanc ements i n  techno logy , s c i e n c e  and 
14 k nowledge a re man ' s  d e s t i ny , and SIS s hould and can b e  

1 5  a part o f  I daho ' s  future a n d  Idaho ' s  d e s t i n y .  4 . 5  
16  There does exist a need in the face of 

1 7  production reactor obsolescence i n  a n  i n f ra-structure 

18 based o n  ' 5 0 ' s  and ' 5 0 ' s  t echnologie s .  America needs 

19 S I S .  

20 I n  a recentl y  publ ised W a l l  Street Jou r n a l  

21 artic l e ,  it was s tated that product i o n  i n fra-structure 

22 i s  an extrem i s t .  And , therefore , s in c e  we have d e-

23 termined that a national priori ty does exi s t , doesn ' t  5 . 28 . 2  
24 i t  b e hoove and require t h a t  we pursue and accomp l i s h  

25 that purpo s e  in t h e  most conscientiou s ,  s a f e , and cost-
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e f fective means pos s ibl e ?  S I S  represents that means . 

Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Thank you . O u r  next 

s cheduled commenter is Kathleen Jardine , f o l lowed by 

5 Pat Fuerbo r n ,  fol l owed by Joe Pehrson . A�y o f  those 

here ? 

( No response . )  

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  Lanie J .  B e n s o n ,  

1 0  John F .  W a l t e r s ?  Oh , e x c u s e  me , Pat �uerborn is here . 

1 1  P l ea s e  g ive your name and addre s s  f o r  the 

12  record . 

13  MS. FHJERBORN : I ' m  Pat Feuerborn . I l ive 

14  a t  4 1 5 Rando l ph , Poc ate l l o , Idaho . I l ive , work , and 

15  am trying to raise my f a m i l y  i n  Idaho . My husband is 

16  un ion pipefitter,  and l ike those c l amoring yes , yes , 

1 7  to t h e  S I S ,  w e  would l ik e  to see new pro j ects a n d  new 

1B j ob s  at  INEL . 

19 The S I S  cou l d  be used to reprocess e x i s t i ng 

20 p l u tonium to make it s a f e  to hand l e .  The advanced 

21 technology could be used to research and develop 

22 benef i t s  f o r  human kind , but i t  has been made c l ear 

23 that none o f  t h i s  w i l l  happe n .  

24 No , t h e  o n l y  purpose o f  the S I S  i s  to produc 

25 weapons g rade plutoniuI'l ,  which  c a n  o n l y  be u s ed to 
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produce death and destruct i o n .  

Sur e ,  it woul d  be n i ce to g e t  a piece o f  

t h e  pork barrel pie and see our f a m i l i e s  prosper for 

a f ew years . But at  what p r i c e ,  Idaho ? Can we truly 

e n j oy the f in a n c i a l  ben e f i t s  o f  the SIS with our 

famil ies k nowing that other f am i l ies may bu rn because 

o f  our a c t i o n ?  We are respons i b l e  for our choices . I s  

the S I S  a f inancial  bene f i t  w e  c a n  afford?  

Take a look a t  Hanford . They h i tc hed their 

wagon to a nuc l e a r  star.  Apparent l y  they thought a 

few years of prosperity wou l d  be worth the moral 

respons i b i l it y .  But nuc l ea r  f a c i l i t i e s  have a l im i ted 

l if e t ime . Now their area i s  more economica l l y depressed 

than before , and the c i t i zens are crying foul . They 

think we are trying to take their j ob s . 

We might t h i nk that we c a n  make enough 

money in the seven or eight years the S I S  i s  pro j ected 

to l a s t ,  but what is ever enoug h ?  I f  our commun ity and 

union l eaders are rea l l y  interested i n  helping us a l l  

prospe r ,  why don ' t  they push for the construc t i o n  o f  

t h e  rep l a c ement f o r  t h e  I C P P  p l a n t  and treat nuclear 

waste we have a l ready created ? That p ro j ect appears to 

be forgotten in t h i s  reg iona l push to partic ipate i n  

bomb mak i n g . 

I f  we I00k beyond the end of our own nose s ,  
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18 

we ' l l  rea l i z e  there are a lready approximately  1 2 0  tons 

o f  weapons g rade p l u ton ium stockp i l e d  by the U . S . ,  not 

to mention t h e  tons o f  a c t ive warheads and bombs we 

have c i r c u l a t ing around the g lobe . I n  May , we ' re 

hopef u l l y  s i g ning a treaty to reduce our long-range 

nuclear m i s s i l e s  by 30 to 5 0  percen t .  We don ' t  need 

more weapons grade plutonium.  

There ' s  a l s o  t h e  matter o f  t h e  nati o nal  

deficit that may never be paid o f f . How can we j u s t i f y  

s pending yet another b i l l ion d o l l a r s  to h e l p  create more 

weapons grade p lu tonium that we don ' t  need to k i l l  and 

destroy our world and those who l ive h e r e ?  

W e  are c i t i z e n s  of the worl d ,  Idaho , a w o r l d  

t h a t  I and my f a m i l y  h o p e  wil l c o n t i n u e  to l ive and 

prosper . The cho i c e s  we make w i l l  have af fects  we can ' t  

perce ive . We cannot a f ford to bu i l d  the S I S  here or 

anywhe re . The price of d eath and destruction is too 

h ig h .  P l e as e  j o i n  u s  i n  saying y e s  t o  l i f e  a n d  n o  to 

19 the S I S .  Thank you . 

20 THE HEARING OFF IC E R :  The written comment s 

21 of Pat Flal erborn w i l l  be marked Ex hib i t  5 1  a nd i n c l uded 

22 i n  the record . 

23 A t  t h i s  point we ' l l take t h i s  g e n t l eman who 

� is here as our f in a l  commenter , at t h e  conc lu s i o n  of h i s  

25 comments , I ' l l expl a i n  the options we have for t hose o f  
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you that are l e f t  who w i s h  t o  t e s t i f y .  

Mr.  J o e  Pehrson , i f  we coul d  have your 

addr e s s  for the record , p l ea s e ?  

MR.  PEHRSON : M y  name i s  J o e  Pehrs o n , I 

l ive at Route 4 ,  Box 3 4 8 , Idaho Fal l s .  

Four generations o f  Pehrsons have now l ived 

i n  Eastern Idaho , and I ' m proud , very proud to c a l l  

mys e l f  a n  Idahoan . I l o v e  t h i s  State a n d  hope to stay 

here , r a i s e  a f ami l y ,  and l ive to a ripe o l d  age . 
10 My l e isure hours are spent i n  the great 

1 1  outdoors o f  Idaho , run ning rivers , f is h i ng , camp ing 

12 a nd cro s s  country s k i ing i n  the w i n t e r .  I do c o n s i d e r  

13 mys e l f  somewhat of an  e n v i ronmenta l i s t .  

14 I ' ve spent the l a s t  eight  years l iv i ng in 5 . 2 4 . 2 3 
15 Idaho F a l l s  and have come to k now and tru s t  the safety 

16  record o f  the hard-work i n g  and ded icated people t h a t  

1 7  run the I NEL . The Environmental Statement 2 . 1 . 1  
18 a l l  my q u e s t ions about the S I S ,  and I have compl e t e  

1 9  trust i n  o u r  f edera l l y  e l ected o f f ic i al s ,  b o t h  on t h e  

20 executive a nd l e g i s l ative l e v e l s .  When t h e s e  d u l y  4 . 9 . 4  
21 e l ec ted peop l e  say we need t h i s  Proj ect to m a i n t a i n  

22 nuclear parody with the  Sov i e t  Unio n ,  I tru s t  t hem and 1 . 1  
23 f e e l  i t  s ho u l d  be b u i l t  and b u i l t  i n  Idaho . 

24 The economic b e n e f i t s  to the State of I d a ho 

25 are obv ious , a nd the S I S  wou l d  b e  a wel c ome addition to 5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 
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our economic base .  

I hope that t h i s  proce s s  w i l l  continue to 

focus on the environment al  i s sues o f  the SIS and not on 

the basic debate o f  mai nta i n i ng our nucl ear deterrent . 

Thank you .  

T H E  HEARING OFF I C E R :  The written comments 

o f  Mr . Joe Pehrson w i l l  b e  i n c l uded a s  Exhi b i t  No. 5 2  

i n  t h e  record . 

moment ?  

Could we go o f f  t h e  record f o r  j us t  a 

( There was a b r i e f  break i n  
t h e  proceed i ngs . )  

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  Back on the record . 

As mentioned to you e a r l i e r ,  because of the number 

15  o f  commenters that we have that have pre-regi s tered or 

16  r e g i s t e red at t h e  door � both for t h i s  s e s s i o n  and the 

1 7  s e s s ion tonigh t ,  the Department h a s  d e termined we w i l l  

1 8  have a subs equent s e s s i o n  here i n  t h i s  fac i l ity , 

19 University Place , next Wednesday at 2 : 0 0 p . m .  from 

20 2 : 0 0 to 5 : 0 0 ,  as we l l  as from 7 : 0 0  to 1 0 : 0 0 .  So those 

21 of you that woul d  l ik e  to t e s t i f y  next Wednesday , and 

22 i f  you a l ready pre-reg i st ered by the 1 8 th or have 

n regis tered at the doo r ,  you w i l l  be automat i c a l l y  re-

� g is tered to t e s t i f y  at t h e  conti nuat i o n  of t h i s  hearing 

25 n ex t  Wednesday . 
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Aga i n ,  that would be for t h e  a f ternoon 

s e s s i o n .  I f  y o u  are d e s i rous o f  n o t  speaking next 

Wednesday a f t ernoon but rather would l ike to speak in 

the eveni n g , we woul d  appreciate your identifying that 

i nterest or i ntent to t e s t i f y  b y  f i l l ing out one of 

these documents in the back and these peopl e i n  the 

back c a n  a s s i s t  you .  

I f  you ' re d e s i rous of  t e s t i f ying today , i t  

i s  our i nt e nt t o  accommodate you o n  a prior i ty b a s i s  

t h i s  evening . It woul d  be our intent ion to go ahead 

and resume t h i s  hearing at 7 : 0 0 .  I wou l d  once again 

go through my opening comme nts . Fol lowing that we 

would have the i ndividuals who are e i th e r  e l ected 

o f f i c ia l s , appo i nted o f f i c i a l s  or who represent 

organ i z ations . I t h i nk we have 1 5  of those i nd ividual s .  

They ' l l b e  awarded t h e i r  t ime i n  t h e  t ime s l o t s , and 

that would put us somewhere around 9 : 0 0  or so , a t  which 

t ime you woul d  aga i n  b e  put on  priority and would be 

a l l owed to t e s t i f y  from 9 : 0 0 to 1 1 : 0 0 .  

So those are t h e  options you have . So i f  

you d o  w i s h  to t e s t i f y  tonigh t ,  we would ask you to 

come back here for the evening s es si o n  which wil l  s tart 

a t  7 : 0 0 .  

Now a t  t h i s  poin t ,  it ' s  b e e n  indicated to 

me b y  s everal organizations who are represented i n  t h i s  
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1 0  

1 1  

12  

1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

16 

17 

18 

pro ceeding that there are i n d i v i d u a l s  who have 

trav e l ed from outside the a r e a  that have written 

comments they would l ik e  to i nc lude in the record . We 

can accommodate you at t h i s  t im e . So if you have 

w r i tten comments and w i s h  to go home at t h i s  p o i nt , I 

woul d  a s k  you to step forward and give your name for 

the r ecord and inc lude as  a n  exhibit your written 

comm e n t .  

I s  t h e r e  anybody i n  t h a t  category? If  you 

wou ld step forward to the pod ium and g iv e  us  your name , 

so that we can make i t  as an exh i b i t . 

Whi l e  you ' re stepping forward I I ' l l inquire 

of Dr.  Nicho l s ,  am I correct i n  s t a t i ng that next 

Wednesday ' s  s e s s i o n  will be h e l d  at Univers ity P lace ? 

I was told that ear l i er by the s t a f f .  

MR. OFTE : We ' l l  make i t  here , yes , 

Wednes day . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Mr . O f t e  i nforms me 

19  t h a t ,  yes , next Wednesday ' s  s e s s  ion , which is a 

20 cont inuation of t h i s  hear ing , w i l l  be h e r e  at Un iver s i ty 

21 P l ac e  at 2 : 0 0  in the a f t e r noon and again  at 7 : 0 0 i n  

22 t he e v e n i n g .  

23 Those of you who have written comments to 

24 b e  i n c luded i n  the record , p l e a s e  step up to the podium 

� and g iv e  us your name , and I ' l l g iv e  you an exhi b i t  
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number . Name and addres s ,  pl ea se ?  

UNIDENT I F I ED S P EAKER:  I have the written 

comments o f  Edson F icnter,  256  South 1 1th Avenue , 

Pocate l l o , Idaho . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  T h o s e  commen t s  w i l l  

b e  l is ted as  Exh i b i t  No . 5 3  f o r  t h e  record . 

Thank you .  

S i r ,  your name and addre s s , for the record? 

MR.  WOOD : My name i s  W i l lard R.  Wood , and 

my home i s  1 6 7 2  Shas ta , Idaho Fal l s ,  but I ' ve been 

l iv i ng a t  the Qua l ity Inn i n  poca t e l l o  for over two 

years , working at Qua l ity I n n .  

T H E  HEARING O F F I C E R :  Thank you , Mr . Wood . 

Your written comments w i l l  be i n c l ud ed i n  the record 

as Exhibit No . 5 4 .  

Your name and addr e s s  for the record , 

MS . MOLEN : My name is Carolyn Mo l e n ,  and 

I l ive at 6 0 0- 4  John Adams Court i n  Idaho Fa l l s .  

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  T h a n k  you , your 

written comments w i l l  be i nc luded a s  Exhibit No . 55 for 

the record . 

MR.  \"lAGONER : My name i s  vaughn WagnonQr_ I 

l ive at 3 7 3  springwood Lane , Idaho F a l l s .  

T H E  HEARING OFFICER : S i r ,  your written 

25 commen t s  w i l l  be inc luded as Exhib i t  No . 5 6  in the 
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record . 

U N I DENT I F I ED S P EAKER:  I have a written 

comment b y  Gary W.  Mi l l e r ,  1 5 2 1 4  West Old Highway 9 1 ,  

Pocate l l o ,  Idaho . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Thank you . The 

comments o f  Gary W .  M i l l e r  w i l l  be marked Exhibit 

and i nc l uded i n  the record . 

No . 5 7/ 

10 

1 1  

12 

13  

14  

15 

16 

17  

18 

19 

20 

21 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I a l s o  have the 

written comments o f  Gary L.  Buc hl i ,  10  Davi s  Drive , 

Pocate l l o ,  Idaho . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  The commen t s  of Gary 

L.  Buch l i  o f  Poca t e l lo , Idaho w i l l  be i nc luded i n  the 

record a s  Exh i b i t  No . 5 8 .  

U N I DENT I F I ED SPEAKE R :  I wou l d  a l s o  i n c l ude 

the comments o f  Kath l een M. Vital e ,  1 9 6 9  Barton Road , 

Pocate l l o ,  I d a ho . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  T h o s e  w r i t t e n  comments 

will  b e  marked a s  Exhi b i t  No . 6 0  and i n c luded i n  the 

record . 

Are there any further individua l s  who w i s h  

to s u b m i t  w r i t t e n  comment f o r  the record at t h i s  po i n t ?  

22 One mor e ?  Yes , p l ease s t e p  forward � 

23 

24 addre s s ?  

25 

M R .  MERRILL : Do you want the name and 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  P l ea s e . 
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M R .  MERRILL : GeorgeAnn Merri l l ,  3 1 7 0  

Merl i n  Drive . 

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  T h a n k  you , that commen 

w i l l  b e  i n c l uded as Exhi b i t  No . 6 0 .  W e  would re-

number t h e  comments o f  Ka th l een Vitale as Exhibit No . 

Are there any further comments , written 

comments for the recor d ?  

T h e r e  b e i n g  non e ,  I w i l l  then formal l y  

recess  t h i s  hearing u n t i l  t h e  hour o f  7 : 0 0 p . m .  t h i s  

afternoo n .  

( Th e  hearing reces sed at 
6 : 3 0 p . m . ) 
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( March 2 5 , 1 9 8 8  - 7 : 0 0 P . M . ) 

THE HEARING OFFICER:  Ladies  and gentleme n ,  

I w i l l  now forma l l y  commen c e  t h i s  pub l i c  hearing con-

cern ing the revi ew of the Draft  Environmental  

Statement r e l ative to the U n i ted States Department of 

Energy ' s  proposed Spec i a l  I sotope Separation P ro j ec t .  

T h i s  proceeding i s  o f f i c i a l l y  designated as the Idaho 

Fal l s  evening pub l ic hearing on Department o f  Energy 

Document 00£/£1 5 - 0 1 3 6 , h e l d  on the 2 5 th day of M a rc h ,  

1 9 8 8 ,  a n d  commenc ing a t  7 : 0 2 p . m .  i n  t h e  evening . 

My name is Roy Eiguren . I am the Hearing 

Officer for this  and subsequent pub l i c  hearings held 

to rece ive comment on t he Draft Environmental 

Statement for the proposed s iting , construction , and 

operation by the Depa rtment o f  Energy o f  a Spec i a l  

I sotope Separation P r o j ect u t i l i z i ng the atomic vapor 

l a s e r  isotope separation process technol ogy . I w i l l  

r e f e r  to t h i s  a n d  subsequ ent proceedings as t h e  DOE ' s  

w D E I S  pub l ic hearings on  t h e  S I S  P r o j ect . 

21 I am an attorney engaged in private pract i c e  

2 2  i n  B o i s e ,  Idaho . have b e e n  reta ined by t he Department 

23 of Energy to conduct t h i s  s e r i e s  of pub l ic hearings a s  

� an i nd ependent and u n b i a s e d  party to a s sure the oppor-

� tunity for a l l  i nterested o rgan i z at ions a nd individu a l s  

1 8 5  

t h e  opportunity to comment o n  t h e  DEI S .  Accord i ng l y ,  I 

am not a n  advocate f o r  or a g a inst the propo sed position 

t ak e n  by t he Department o f  Energy i n  this proceed ing . 

Rath e r ,  I am a neutral third party who has coordinated 

t he devel opment o f  t h e  procedures to be f o l l owed in  the 

conduct o f  these hearings and who wi l l  condu c t  t he 

hear ings t hems e l ve s �  

T h e  issue  that i s  the sub j ect o f  t h i s  pro-

c e e d i ng i s  t h e  Departmen t ' s  proposal to s i te , construct 

10  and operate an SIS f a c i l it y  a t  one o f  three locat ions in 

1 1  the United State s ,  the DOE ' s  Idaho National Engineering 

12  Laboratory n e a r  Idaho F a l l s ;  the DOE ' s  Hanford Reserva-

13 tion near R i c h l and , Was h ington ; o r ,  t h e  DOE ' s  Savannah 

14 River Plant  n e a r  Aike n ,  South Carol ina . 

15 Each of these  three s it e s  i s  d e s i g n a ted a s  

16  an al ternative t hat i s  considered in  the Draft Envi ron-

17 mental Statemen t . 

18 I ' m going to stop here for a mome n t  unt i l  

19 everyone s it s  down and is quiet . Could I a s k  t ho s e  

20 f o l k s  at t he back to p l e a s e  step forward and be seated 

21 or go outside the room and c l o s e  t h e  doo r s ?  Thank you . 

22 Thank you . As I mentioned , each of the 

23 t hree s i t e s  have been des i gnated as a l ternatives that 

� is considered in t h e  Draft  Environme n t a l  Statement . T h e  

� f ourth a nd f in a l  a l ternat ive under cons ideration in t h e  
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D E l S  is t h e  No Action A l ternative , which wou l d  be a 

departmental decision not to s i te , construct ,  and 

operate a n  SIS f ac i l it y .  As stated i n  the D E I S ,  the 

Departmen t ' s  pre f e rred alternative is to s i te , con-

struct , t h e  operate the SIS Pro j ect at the Idaho 

National Engineering Laboratory . 

To put this  hearing i n  perspective , i t  i s  

important that a l l  of  you understand t h e  k e y  e l ements 

o f  t h e  f ed era l l aw that requires that the Departme n t ' s  

10 f inal decis ion i n  this matter be preceded by a compre-

1 1  h e n s i ve review of  the envi ronmental factors a s sociated 

12  with each of  t h e  a l ternatives that I have mentioned . 

13 The National Environmenta l Pol icy Act of 1 9 6 9 , P u b l i c  

14  Law 9 1- 9 1 0 ,  genera l l y  known as  NEPA, N-E-P-A , requires 

15 that a l l  f ederal agencies develop procedures t hat 

16 e nsure that environmental  ame n i ties or values are g iven 

1 7  appropriate consideration i n  f e d e r a l  government decis ion 

18 mak i ng , along with techni c a l  considerations . T h i s  l aw 

19 a l so requires that recommendations for ma j o r  f ederal 

20 actions s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f ecting t h e  quality o f  the human 

21 environment be f i rs t  preceded by the development a nd 

22 comp l e t i o n  of an Environmental S tateme n t ,  or 

n E I S , that f u l l y  and caref u l l y  examines the pote n t i a l  

� environmen t a l  impacts of t h e  proposed federal actio n .  

� The Department of Energy has determined that 

1 8 7  

i t s  proposed act ion i n  s it i n g , constructing , and 

an S IS plant i s  a major f ederal action that , under N E P A ,  

�equ ires the d evelopment a nd compl etion of  a n  E I S .  

Accord i n g l y ,  b y  t h e  publ ication o n  October 3 1 ,  1 9 8 6  

of a Notice of  Intent t o  P repare a n  E I S  i n  the Federal 

( 5 1  F R  3 9 7 6 5 ) , the Departme n t  of  Energy 

commenced the process that has led to the development 

and pub l ication of  t h e  Draft EIS that is the sub j ec t  

of  t h i s  and subsequent hearing s .  T h e  D E I S  w a s  prepared 

10 by the Department w i t h  the a s s istance of an independent 

1 1  contractor , NUS Corporation , after an extens ive process 

12  o f  r e c e i v i ng pub l ic comment through the scoping or 

13  i n i t i a l  input phase of  this EIS deve lopment proceedi n g . 

14 During scopi n g , pub l i c  comment on the scope or magnitude 

1 5  of  issues to be addressed i n  the E I S  was recei ve d ,  as  

16 wel l  as s pec i f i c  comment o n  particular issues  

17  Scoping i n c l uded t h e  receipt o f  extens i ve written pub l ic 

18 commen t  as  we l l  as two oral  comments f rom two lengthy 

19  pub l ic meetings or h e a r i ngs , one held i n  Idaho F a l l s ,  

20 Idaho o n  February 2 4 ,  1 9 8 7 ,  and i n  Boise on Febru ary 2 6 ,  

21 1 9 8 7 .  

22 As a res u l t  of the input received during 

23 s coping , the f o l lowing issues were analyzed i n  the D E I S  

� r e l at i ve to each of t h e  a l ternatives identi f ied above : 

� The f i rs t  issue , o f f  s ite general population 
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for radiolog ical and non-radiological e f fec ts  r e s u l t i ng 

f rom pote n t i a l  acc idents at an S I S  f a c i l i ty .  

Two , the e f fect s  o n  the gener�l popu l at i o n  

f rom emi s s ions o f  rad iological and non-radiological  

releases  caused by normal operations o f  a n  SIS  f a c i l i t y .  

I s s u e  3 ,  expos u r e  of  operating personnel  

to radiological sources and non-radiolog i c a l  releases 

during norma l operations o f  a n  SIS  f a c i l i t y .  

I s s u e  4 ,  i ncre�enta l d i f ferences  i n  e nviron-

10 mental impacts between operation of  the e x i s t i ng 

" chemical proces s i ng facil i t i e s  and the proposed action 

12  and alternatives . 

13 I s s u e  5 ,  e f fects on air and qua l ity a nd othe 

1 4  e nvironmental consequences during construction and 

15 operation of a n  S I S  fac i l i t y .  

1 6  I s sue No . 6 ,  cumu l a t ive e ff e c t s  o f  operat ion 

17  of such a fac i l ity , including changes i n  support 

18 opera t ions rel ated to i t .  

19 I s s u e  No . 7 ,  on-s ite and o f f - s i t e  transpor-

� tation impacts o f  nucl ear materia l s .  

2 1  I s s u e  8 ,  an analysis of applicable f ederal , 

22 s tate , and local regulations applying to the construc-

n t io n  and operation of a n  SIS  p l a n t .  

24 Issue  No . 9 ,  decontamina t io n  and d e-commis-

� i s su e s .  
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I ssue N o .  1 0 ,  irretrievab l e  and irrevers i b l e  

comm itmen t  of resources i n  t h e  u s e  o f  l and , material s ,  

scarce and s trategic materia l s ,  fuel s  and other re-

sources . 

And Issue No . 1 1 ,  m i t i ga t ion measures 

neces sary to r espond to the enviro nmental  consequences 

a s sociated with each of  the a l t ernat ives . 

The EIS  preparation and review process i n  

t h e  United States i s  governed b y  federal  regu l ations 

e stab l is hed by the Counc i l  on Enviro nmental Qua l ity o r  

C EQ ,  an agency w i t h i n  t h e  executive o f f ic e  o f  the 

Pres ident o f  the United States and the Department of 

Energy ' s  own guidel i ne s . The Counc i l  On Environmental  

Qua l i ty Regu l ations are found at 4 0  Federal  

Part 1500  through 1 5 0 a . The DOE guidel i n e s  are found 

at 45 Federa l 2 0 6 9 4 .  

These regUlations and guidel ines have b e e n  

prev iously marked by me as  Exh ibit No . 1 a n d  w i l l  b e  

i ntroduced i nto the formal  record of  this proceedi n g . 

The relevancy EQ regulations req u i r e  t hat , 

" Af t e r  prepa r i ng a Draft Environmental Statement 

a nd before prepa r i ng a f i n a l  Environmental 

Statemen t "  a f ederal agency must f ir s t  obtai n commen t s  

o f  a n y  federal agency which has j u r i sd i c t i o n  by l aw o r  

special expe r t ise  w i t h  respect t o  a n y  environmental 
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impac t ,  as we l l  as request t h e  comments of appropriate 

s tate and local agencies  w h i c h  develop and enforce 

environmental standards , and rece ive comment f rom I n d i a n  

tribes a s  wel l  a s  the pub l i c ,  with a particu l a r  obl iga-

t i o n  to a f f i rmat i v e l y  s o l i c i t  comments f rom persons 

or orga n i z ations who may b e  i nterested or a f f ected by 

the proposed federal dec i s ion . 

Publ ic meetings or h earings are to be h e l d  

where the Department determin e s  that , " Substantial 

10 e nv ironmental  controversy concerning the proposed 

11 a c t ion " e x i s t s . Accord i ng l y ,  today ' s  and the f o l lowing 

1 2  pub l ic hearings are being h e ld pursuant to  these regula-

13  tions to receive pub l ic , Ind i a n  T r ib e ,  and governme n t a l  

14 comment on the various i s su e s  identified in the Draft 

15 E I S .  Not ices of these  pub l ic hearings were provided i n  

16 the Fede ra l i n  notices dated February 1 9 ,  1 9 8 8  

17 ( S 3 F RS 0 3 2 )  and o n  March 4 th ,  1 9 8 8  ( S 3 F R7 2 2 7 ) . 

18 Add itional  p u b l i c  notice was provided 

19 through pub l ication in numerous newspapers throughout 

W t h e  Stat e .  The Federal notices , the text o f  

2 1  t he newspaper notices , and t h e  pub l ication dates o f  

2 2  e a c h , h a v e  b e e n  marked as E x h i b i t  2 i n  t h i s  proceeding 

n and submitted for t h e  record by mys e l f  as Hearing O f f i c e  

� a nd labeled as Exh i b i t  No . 2 .  

25 Pub l i c  commen t  on the D E I S  wi l l  be received 

1 9 1  

through t h i s  and the subsequent hear ings h e l d  tomorrow 

and next week in Boise and Twin Fa l l s .  Written comment , 

w h i c h  receives t h e  same weight a nd cons ideration by the 

Department i n  this proceeding may be subm itted by the 

5 . ' .  . pub l � c to me today as Hear�ng O f f � c e r ,  or may be mal l ed 

10 

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

17 

18 

19 

to C l ay Nichol s ,  S I S  Pro j ec t  Manager at the address we 

w i l l  provide to you a t  the back of the room . Comment 

f o r  t h i s  par t i c u l a r  proceed ing must b e  made by no later 

than Apr i l  2 1 , 1 9 8 8 .  I f  you p l an to write written 

commen t ,  you must do i t  by that date . Oral and written 

comment will  b e  comp i l ed i n to a comprehensive record 

that w i l l  be c o n sidered by the Department i n  maki n g  its  

f in a l  d e c i s i o n .  

T h e  CEQ regulations provide that , " Comments 

on  a n  Environmental Sta tement or on  a proposed 

act ion shall b e  a s  s p e c i f i c  as pos s i b l e  and may add ress 

the ad equacy o f  the s tatement or the merits o f  the 

a l t e rnatives or both . "  

Although the Department has determined that 

W certa i n  i s sues such as the need for an S I S  Pro j ec t ,  are 

21 beyond the scope of t h i s  E I S  proceed i ng , I w i l l  a l l ow 

22 comment on that i ssue as we l l  as other i s s u e s  r e l ated 

23 to t h i s  Proj e c t  that i nd ividual commenters f e e l  are 

� relevan t .  However ,  as Hearing O f ficer , I do reserve the 

25  right to ask commenters to keep thei r  comments rel evant 
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I 
to the s u b j e c t  matt e r  of t h i s  proceeding when I determi�e 

necessary to do s o .  

T h e  next step i n  the process a f t e r  these 

hearing s  will  be for the Department to review the record 

and then i t  may c hoose to either mod i f y , suppl ement , or 

re-issue the EIS prior to i s s u ing t h e  f in a l  E I S 4  I t  

may a l so c hoose t o  i s s u e  t h e  D E I S  a s  t h e  f in a l  E I S  

without mod i f i cation . A record o f  d e c i s ion , which w i l l  

identify t h e  envi ron�e n ta l l y  pre f erred a l t ernative 

c ho s e n  by the Department , a long w i t h  any pract i c a b l e  

1 1  means to avoid or min imi z e  environmental  harm f rom t h e  

1 2  a l ternatives s e l e c te d ,  w i l l  then b e  provided subsequent 

13  to the is suance o f  the f inal E I S .  T h e  Department , 

14 under federal reg u l a t i o n s  cannot proceed with i t s  

15  proposed action until a record of 30 days has passed 

16 f rom the date o f  i ssuance o f  the f in a l  E I S . Under 

17 c urrent s chedul es , the D e partment o f  E nergy i ntends to 

18 i s s u e  a f i nal  E I S  and a record of d e c i s i o n  tentative l y  

1 9  s e t  i n  Augu s t  o f  t h i s  yea r .  

20 To govern the conduct of t h i s  and subsequent 

21  publ i c  hearings i n  thi s  proceeding , I developed s e v e r a l  

2 2  procedures i n  con s u l tation  w i t h  t h e  Department o f  Energy 

n s t a f f  as well as representatives o f  pub l i c  interest 

� who e i ther have partic i pated in the s c op i ng 

� or indicated a w i l l ingness  to participate i n  

1 9 3  

these  h ea r i ngs a s  we l l . 

These procedures  were f in a l i zed yes terday , 

Marc h 2 4  and d i s tr ibuted to i nte rested part i e s  along  

with l is t s  o f  organ i z a t io n a l  representatives and in-

d i v i dual s  who h ad registered to comment at these 

prior to March 1 8 ,  wh i c h  was the dea d l ine s e t  for the 

c lo s e  o f  reg i s tration . These procedures have been 

a s  Exhi b i t  3 and were previou s l y  submi tted for the recor 

a s  a n  e x h i b i t  i n  the record . 
10 

I n  add i t i o n  to that , I have previou s l y  

1 1  entered i nto the record a s  E x h i b i t  No . 4 a compl e t e  

12 rend i tion a nd recitation of a l l  DOE publ ic i nvolveme n t  

1 3  a c t i v i t i e s  re lated to t h e  devel opment o f  the DEI S .  

14 l i d  now l ik e  to b r i e f l y  go through the 

15 proc edur a l  ru l e s  we are going to follow t h i s  evening a s  

16 w e l l  a s  in subsequent h e a r i ng s . These r u l e s  are posted 

17 i n  the back of the room and have also been provided to 

18 various organ ization r e p r e s e ntat ives yes terday . 

19 The f ir s t  one I ' d  l ik e  to make is other 

20 t ha n  my opening s tatements and a s ide f rom t h e  remarks 

21 t h i s  evening o f  Mr . Troy Wad e ,  As s istant Secretary o f  

22 Energy for D e f e n s e  Programs , there w i l l  not be any other 

23 opening remarks by the Department of Energy or its 

24 contrac tors i n  these proceedings . 

25 However ,  I ' d  l ik e  to reference the f a c t  t h a t  
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s e n ior DOE s t af f , including M r .  Don Ofte who i s  the 

Idaho Operations O f fi cer from the Department i s  w i th us 

and wil l be attending t h i s  and subsequent proceed i ngs . 

Secondl y ,  commen t s  t h i s  evening as w e l l  as  

i n  SUbsequent proceed ings are going to b e  received i n  

the f o l lowing order : E lected and appointed federal 

and state gove rnmenta l o f f i c i a l s  w i l l  make their comment 

f irs t �  Second l y ,  that w i l l  b e  f o l lowed b y  

f rom national , state , and local  organizations who are 

participating i n  t h i s  p rogram or these proceedings � 

Thre e ,  f o l lowing that we w i l l  receive comments by 

members o f  the pub l i c  who reg i s t e r  to speak prior to 

the end o f  business on  March 1 8 t h ,  which was the close 

of  pre-reg i s tr a t io n ,  and the order o f  public commenters 

has been randomly chosen by comput e r  and the l i s t  of 

commenters has b e e n  provided to those of you who care 

to receive i t .  Previous l y ,  i n  add ition  t o  that the 

16 order of commen ters is up on the w a l l  as you come i n .  

1 9  F i na l l y ,  members of the pub l ic who registere 

� to speak at the door at this  hearing as wel l  as sub-

21 sequent hearings w i l l  be accommodated to the extent 

22  poss ibl e .  

n Organi zational representatives and o f f ic ia l s  

24 w i l l  be a l lowed ten minutes for oral commen t .  I nd i vidual 

� b e  a l l owed f iv e  minutes . Because o f  t h e  s ig n i f ican 

1 9 5  

,8 

10 

1 1  

12 

13  

14 

15 

18 

17  

18 

numbe r  of  i nd ividuals who are commenting in these pro-

ceed i n g s , we ' re going to have to s t r i c t l y  adhere to 

those t im e  f rames . I n  order to a s s i s t  you in mak ing 

a determ i n a t io n  as to where you a r e  a t  i n  your comments , 

we have a s i g n a l i n g  device h er e .  For organi z a t ional 

representatives a t  n i ne minutes into your presentation 

I w i l l  turn on  the g reen l ig h t ,  which means that you 

have got one minute to g o .  When your time is  up , we ' l l 

turn on the red l ight here , which means that i t ' s  the 

end of  your comment period . And we ' l l do very mean and 

vic ious t h i ngs i f  you don ' t  quit a t  the end of  the t e n  

minute s .  

I ' d  a lso strongly encourage speakers to 

submit their s tatements in writi n g .  Written and oral 

s tatements w i l l  receive t h e  same weight and considera-

tion i n  the record . I t ' s  h e l p f u l  to us , particul a r l y  i f  

you ' re summa r i z i n g  your commen t ,  t o  have the who l e  o f  

your written comments . I f  you have those with you , we 

19 i n c l ude them i n  t h e  record as  a n  exhib i t .  

� I n  order to accommodate the rather l arge 

21 number of i nd ividuals and orga n i z ations who have re-

22 ques ted to provide oral public comment and given the 

n Department of Energy ' s  continued commitment to al low a l l  

� i nt er e s ted individua l s  and org a n i z at ions the opportuni ty 

25 m e a n i ng f u l l y  comment o n  this EIS d evelopment pro-
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ceed i n g ,  this evening ' s  I d a ho F a l l s  hearing and to-

morrow ' s  Boise evening hearing w i l l  reces s at 1 1 : 0 0  

each evening a�d w i l l  resume a t  2 : 0 0 p . m .  and 7 : 0 0  p . m .  

respectively o n  the fol lowing dates and places :  I n  

B o i s e  o n  Tuesday , March 2 9  at t h e  R e d  L i o n  Riverside 

and back i n  Idaho Fal l s  on Wednesday , March 3 0 th in 

this same f ac i l ity , Unive r s i ty Pl ace . 

So that means that any individual who pre-

regis tered to comment a t  t h i s  o r  any hearing or who 

reg i s tered a t  the door at t h i s  or any hearing and has no 

had the opportunity to comment by 1 1 : 0 0 p . m .  tonight , 

w i l l  automatically be g iven the opportunity to cornment 

a t  e i t her of the subsequent continuat ions o f  the 

Registrations w i l l  not be a l lowed at the door at the 

continuation o f  thes e  hearings . What we ' re trying to do 

here i s  b a s i c a l l y  accommodate everyone who has pre-

reg i s tered or who has registered a t  the door t h i s  

1 8  evening . As a pract i c a l  matter , d u e  to t h e  fact we ' v e  

1 9  h a d  over 5 0  i nd ividu a l s  w h o  carri ed over from thi s  

20 a ft e rnoon and who want to comment, we ' re going to accord 

21 them the o pportunity to comment this  evening before we 

22 get to the cornmenters here who s igned up tonigh t .  So 

n as a practical mat te r ,  I think most of you w i l l  b e  

2 4  comment i ng n e x t  Wedn e sday , a n d  you ' l l  have the 

� opportuni t y  to do t hat at e ither 2 : 0 0  in the afternoon 

1 9 7  
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20 

or 7 : 0 0  i n  the evening . We ' l l run the proceed ings in  

the s ame way we have today . 

I f  you have questions about any aspect o f  

the Dra f t  Environmental S tatement ,  we wou ld l ike 

to receive those , have those in writing . We do have 

forms i n  the back o f  the room a t  the tab l e  that you 

may pick u p .  P l e a s e  write your name a n d  addr e s s  and 

write out f u l l y  the que stion you might have . The 

Department w i l l  provide , a  written answer to you at a 

l ater date . Al l questions and answers w i l l  be included 

i n  the w r i tten record . 

In terms o f  the final rules , I ' d  like to 

mention we ' re not going to a l low individu a l s  to comb ine 

speaking t ime s . If you have charts or other visual  

a ids you want to  use , you may do so  provided they ' re 

not d i sruptive a nd can be made a part of the pub l i c  

record . 

F i na l l y ,  thi s  is a record proceeding . Every 

thing that is  b e i ng said here as we l l  a s  subsequent 

meetings is being recorded by a Court Re porter here in 

21 front of the room . So accord ing l y ,  when you do 

22 comment , you w i l l  need to s tep forward to the podium 

23 and speak clearly into the mi crophone a f ter f i r s t  g iving 

U your name a nd address for the recor d .  

� Now that conc l udes my opening presentation . 
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I f  you d o  have a ny questions about procedures , there a r e  

a number o f  D O E  p e r s o n n e l  s t a t io ned throughout t h e  

b u i l d ing , t h o s e  i n  the b a c k  a s  we l l  as  a long the sides  

here , they wou l d  be glad  to respond to  any questions 

you may have . P e riodic a l l y  we w i l l  b e  taking breaks 

during the course of this hearing . I f  you have any 

questions , f e e l  free to s t e p  forward and chat with any 

o f t hern a t  that point i n  time . 

At t h i s  pOint , we w i l l  now begin the 

receipt o f  pub l ic tes timon y .  As I men t ione d ,  our f i r s t  

scheduled speake rs a r e  individu a l s  w h o  a r e  either 

e l ected or appointed o f f i c i a l s  o f  government or who 

represent organ i z a tions who are participating i n  the 

proceed ings . 

I am informed that our l e a d  s peaker , 

Senator Steve Symms h a s  been del ayed somewhat , will  b e  

h ere a t  a b o u t  7 : 3 5 .  So we ' l l  go a head and accommodate 

the S e n a tor , a s  we l l  as  Mr . Troy Wade who is with him 

19 a t  that time . 

W w i l l  introduc e  our second l is ted s peak e r ,  

2 1  Mr . John Han s e n ,  a membe r  o f  the Idaho State Senate . 

22 Sena tor Han s e n ?  Apparen t l y  he i s  not here . We ' l l go 

n to our n ext s chedul ed speaker who is a representa t ive 

� of Li feguard-Southeast  Idaho , Beatrice Bra i l s ford . 

25 M S .  B RAILSF O RD : Thank you . I t ' s  L ifeguard-

1 9 9  B r a i l s f o rd 

Southeast I d ah o .  My n �me i s  Beatrice Bra i l s fo rd ,  and 

I ' m a third generation Idahoa n ,  granddaughter and grand-

daughter o f  ranchers i n  Hag erman Val l e y .  I l ive at 

9 1 2  S h a l e  i n  Pocat e l l o ,  8 3 2 0 4 . Tonight I am speaking 

a s  a repre sentative o f  L i f e guard-Southeast Idaho,  a 

Pocate l l o  group s upport i ng Ehe n ational a lternative f o r  

the S I S  Pro j ec t .  

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I wou l d  l i k e  to w i l d l y  

compliment the DOE and particul a r l y  o u r  Hearing O f f i c e r  

1 0  today . Th e s e  h e a r i ngs are running no�i n a l l y  smoot h l y ,  

1 1  given everything . And w e  appreciate our opportun i t y  to 4 . 1 5 . 5  
12 part i c i p a t e .  

13 The primary oppo s i ti on  of L i f eguard-South-

14 e a s t  Idaho to the S I S  i s  b a sed on  our f e e l i n g  that t h e  

15 U n i ted States  needs no more plutonium . We have 2 5 , 0 0 0  

1 6  n u c l ear warheads now . We h a ve 1 0 0  metric tons of 

17  weapons grade p l u to nium , and enough i s  enough . 

lB Our oppos i t i o n  to the S I S  is a l s o  based on 5 . 2 7 . 6 . 3  
19 our very deep f e e l i n g  t h a t  Idaho is going to benef i t  

W so m i n ima l l y  f rom the i n s t a l l a t ion of the S I S  at t h e  

2 1  I NEL . We h a v e  been told over the w i n t e r  about economic 

22 s pi n o f f s  that might come f rom t h i s  Pro j ec t .  We ' ve been 

n t o l d  about tech trans f e r  that might come from t h i s  5 . 2 7 . 9 . 4  
� P r o j e c t ,  but when we f inal l y  s e e  the Dra f t  E I S , economic 

� s p i n o f f  and tech trans f e r  are not in the Draft E I S . We 
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have to presume f rom t h a t , w h i c h  we a l re ady suspected , 

that they ' re r ea l l y  not fore s ee a b l e  results  of the S I S  

i n s ta l l ation . 

So what we do have i n  the Draft  E I S  is 

some j ob s  and , i n  fact , those few j o b s  we are t a l king 

about a couple o f  hundred j ob s , those few j ob s  are not 

going to change the n e t  employment a t  the I NEL . I t  

w i l l  rema i n  at about 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  

Our third area o f  concern about the S I S  

P r o j ec t  h a s  to d o  w i t h  s a fety , a n d  I know t h a t  there 

are a l o t  of peopl e  i n  this town who know a l o t  more 

a bout the s c i e n t i f i c  and technical  aspects of t h ings 

n u c l e ar than any member o f  L i f eguard-South e a s t  Idaho , 

but we f e e l  t h a t  some of the waste and product of S I S , 

which i s  weapons grade p l u to nium , w i l l  f i na l l y  b e  

h a r m l e s s  1 0 0  t imes recorded h i story f rom now . They 

w i l l be absolutely  w i t hout threat to l i f e . A hundred 

t imes recorded h i s tory is not a scient i f ic and technical 

prob l em .  I t ' s  a n  econom i c a l  and pol i t i c a l  probl e m ,  

a n d  we ' re not g o i n g  t o  be h e r e  to h e l p  t a k e  c a re of i t .  

Things  wi l l  b e  b eyond , way beyond their 

22  control . Ana l ys t s  have o n l y  b e e n  h e r e  a cou p l e  hundred 

23 years , and now we ' re t a l k i ng m i l l e n iums .  

24 So what they ' re producing now w i l l  b e  beyond 

25 our contro l , but it w i l l  not b e  beyond our respon s ib i l it 

2 0 1  Bra i l s ford 

I 0 46  

W e  h ave t o  step back right now a n d  redirect o u r  con-

sidera b l e  s c i e n t i f i c  and technical exp e r t i s e  in this 

commun i t y  to c l ean up rather than more p.roduc t i o n .  

For t h e s e  r e a sons , L i feguard-Southe a s t  

I d a h o  s trong l y  suppor t s  the N o  Action A l t e r n a t i ve l isted 

i n  the Dra f t  E I S .  

I ' ve a l so b e e n  asked t o  d e l iv e r  the written 

tes t imony o f  e i th e r  oth e r  people i n  Pocate l l o  who 

could n ' t  come toda y .  

10 THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Thank you . I ' l l h o l d  

1 1  t h e s e  e i g h t  comments ove r u n t i l  w e  c a n  get them marked 

12  as e x h i b i t s . 

13  Our next scheduled organ i z a t ion comment i s  

14  the Veterans of Fore i g n  Wars . Unfortunat e l y ,  the C h a i r  

15 doesn ' t  have the name of the individu a l .  So if  you 

16 w i l l  s te p  fo rward , s i r ,  give your name and add r e s s  f o r  

1 7  the record , and you ' l l  have t e n  m i nutes t o  comment . 

18 M R .  PHILLI P S :  Thank you , Mr . Speaker .  

19 My name i s  B irney Ph i l l ips , I l ive at Route l ,  Box 1 8 0 ,  

w Arco , I d ah o .  I am h ere repre s e n t i ng the Veterans  o f  

21 Forei g n  Wars . I woul d  l ik e  to thank you for  the 

22  opportun ity of presen t i ng my views in favor of the S I S  

23 Pro j ec t .  I a m  B irney. P h i l l ips , and I ' m  h e r e  represen-

� the Veterans of Foreign War s , as w e l l  as a n  

� o f  the INEL . As a membe r  o f  the Veterans o f  

2 0 2  P h i l l ips 
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Foreign Wars , I represent over 7 , 0 0 0  members here i n  

Idaho . T h i s  corning June , I w i l l  be t h e  Commander for 

the ensuing yea r ,  representing this organi z a t ion for 

the State o f  Idaho . There are veterans in  every town 

and city in I d aho , and they have expressed their support 

for the S I S .  

I have read a l l  the l iterature sent t o  me 

on the S I S  Proj ect , and there ' s  only one i s sue 1 1 m 

concerned with , and that is the i ssue of s a f ety . There 

10 a re numerous pages o f  i nformation on whether we shoul d  

1 1  o r  shouldn ' t  have plutonium here in I daho and whether 

But 12 or not i t  would be safe to al low i t  on the highwa y .  

1 3  t h e  b igge s t  is sue i s  w i l l  it be safe for t h e  people that 

14  work around i t  or s a f e  for the neighboring towns and 

15 c i t ie s . It is my contention and that o f  my c o l leagues 

16 that this answer i s  a def i n ite yes . 

17  I have worked at the I NEL s ince 1 9 6 4 ,  at 

18  NRF , ARA , PBF, CFA and CPP . I have never , in a l l  thes e 

19 years , ever f e l t  that my health was in danger nor that 

W o f  my fam i l y .  There have been times that I thought that 

21 the Department of Energy was being too stringent and 

22 could have relaxed their rules a little  so that the 

n pro j ect we were working on could be e a s i e r ,  but I knew 

24 that i t  was for the s a fety o f  the people working on 

� and around these proj ects that these rules were mad e .  

2 0 3  Phi l l ips 
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I respect the Department o f  Energy for their many years 

o f  sa fety and for the i r  concern for me as  a n  emp l o ye e .  

I retired f rom the United S tates Navy with 2 2  years o f  

service , many o f  these y e a r s  spent on n u c l e a r  powered 

ships . The r u l e s  have a lways been the same , safety 

f irst . 

I have not always had a desk j o b ,  a s  I have 

now. I h ave spent many hours i n s ide s team generators 

i n  the reactor compartments , a s  wel l  as replacing 

hundreds o f  f eet o f  piping inside thes e  reactor spac e s , 

and never once have I exceeded the s a f ety limits 

estab l i s hed b y  the Department o f  Energy . This Pro j ect 

now under consideration at the INEL in  no way a f f ects 

the safety o f  the working environment at C P P  where I 

work . I feel that i f  f o r  one minute it migh t ,  I wou l d  

be on the s id e  o f  t h e  oppo s i t i o n .  My famil y  and m y  j o b  

are important to me , a s  wel l  as  the n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  

o f  this  natio n .  I served t h i s  country i n  w a r  time 

during the Vietnam con f l i c t l  and I am a Vietnam Veter a n .  

W I f ee l  that this i s  s t i l l  my country to continue to 

21 serve to the b e s t  o f  my a b i l ity . I say yes to - the S I S  

2 2  P r o j  ect , for Ame r i c a  a n d  for whatever it  t a k e s  t o  

� m y  freedom to s a y  so . 

24 Thank you aga i n .  It  has been a n  hono r .  

� Thank you , ladies and gentlemen . 
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THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  T h e  written commen t s  

o f  Mr . Phi l l ips w i l l  be  i n c luded i n  t h e  record as 

Exhibit No . 6 7 .  The next s cheduled cornmenter is 

Sister Maris Bonne t t ,  esc , Christians Praying for Peac e .  

S i s t e r ,  I apologize i f  I ' ve mispronounced 

your l a s t  name . 

SISTER BONNETT : My name is. Sister Ma ris 

net t . .  I l ive a t  1 4 5  N inth Street , Idaho Fa l l s , Idaho , 

8 3 4 0 4 .  I represent the Chris tians Praying for Peace 

and Justic e .  We have b een in existence for f ive yea r s .  

W e  are a nondenomi national group . W e  meet once a month 

to pray and act for peace and j u s t ic e . 

No to S I S . I n  January , 1 9 8 1 ,  newly e l ec ted 

Pres ident Ronald Reagan s poke these words in h i s  f ir s t  

S t a t e  o f  t h e  Union Addre s s : " The Ame rican p ub l i c  i s  

not naive w "  

with this premi se in mind , i t  i s  not 

d i f f i c u l t  to l i st  several reasons why SIS  f i nds no 

reception here w Some n a t ive farme rs ,  business and 

� prof e s s ional people have l ived in the Snake River Val l e  

21 for 8 0  or 90 years w They and their descendents def ended 

22 the Valley and sur rounding deserts and mountains a s  

n p l ac e s  of beau t y ,  l ivel ihood , and spiritual nourishment , 

u Within the l a s t  3 0  years Idahoans have seen wild l i f e  

25 and f i sheries habitat d e c l ine steadi l y  in quantity and 

2 0 5  Bonnett 

quality and they do not l ike what they s e e .  

Many c i tizens who move t o  t h i s  a r e a  speak 5 . 1 2 . 6  
about the attractions o f  nature and the mighty Snake 

River a s  being the l if eb lood of Idaho . Let us be 

consis tent and refrain from poisoning these unique 

g i f t s . We , i n  1 9 8 8 , are having our turn to be s tewards 

o f  the earth . We have a moral o b l igation to care for 

the land , the wa te r ,  the air and all they ' re in. The 

crea tor o f  the universe does not give freedom to destroy 

10  i t  i n  part or i n  tota l i t y ,  espe c i a l l y  for a few hundred 

1 1  jobs . T h e  concerned persons in Idaho a r e  n o t  passive 5 . 2 9 . 85 
12 about the danger of plutonium.  They are not passive 

13 about waste from Three Mile I s l and and Rocky F l at s  and 

14 other areas bei ng transpor ted and stored above the 

15 Snake River Aqu i fer . They are not p a s s ive about the 

16 INEL being l o cated over one o f  the four largest high 

17 risk earthquake zones in  the U . S . , a s  depic ted on the 

16 maps i n  the U . S .  News and World 5 . 1 0 . 2 1 
19 February 1 6 ,  1 9 7 6  and February 2 2n d ,  1 9 8 2 .  No j u s t i c e  

� can be found in the horrendous outlay of taxes which 

� feeds the weapons monster in the United States . 

n Those who l ive a d i s tance from us , even as 6 . 3  
n far as the Co lumbia and beyond , have reason to be 

� Anyone having toured the Craters of the 

25 Moon National Monument and the surrounding miles of l ava 5 .. 1 0  .. 1 1  
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have s e e n  nUme rous caves a n d  f i s s u res . Lava beds a r e  

notoriou s ly known f o r  soak ing , seeping , and leak i n g . 

One exam p l e  i s  that of Lost River s inks coming out 

again a t  Thousand Springs . 

Hun0a r i a n  s c i e n t i s t  and Nobel P r i ce winner  

Edward Te l l e r ,  a l so c a l l ed the father of the H bomb , 

v i s i ted the INEL two years ago during the Star Wars 

meeting . I n  an i nterview with Rocky Barker of the 

Post June 1 3 ,  1 9 8 6 ,  M r .  Tel l e r ,  now 8 0 ,  said : 

" Space defense  is not g o i ng to make the 

world compl et e l y  secure . I ' d  l i ke to have any sense o f  

1 2  s e c u r i t y .  Right now , I ' m  not ver�' choosy . I don ' t  know 

13 who can gi ve me more of a sense  of security than S O l , 

14 which is not saying muc h . "  

1 5  We cannot permit a b o u t  - - paranoia about 

16 communists to r u l e  our a c tions toward destruct ion . I n  

1 7  the Letters to the Editor sect ion o f  the Pos t 

18 Idaho F a l l s ,  Idaho , March 2 3 rd , 1 9 8 8 , one I d a hoan wrote 

19 that commun i s t s  b l e ed red , too . One way to overcome 

W f e a r  i s  to b u i l d  trust i n  the goodness of the Lord and 

21  i n  one a nother and not i n  Gods o f  meta l and f a l l i b l e  

22 weaknes s .  S t .  Augustine  in t h e  fourth century knew 

23 very l it t l e  about s p e c i a l  isotope separatio n ,  but he  

M had h i s  f i nger on the r i g h t  key when he wrot e :  

25 " Love a l l  even your e n emi e s , not because 
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they are your brothe rs , qut prec i s e l y  that they may 

become suc h . "  

With these f acts  i n  mind , w e ,  the C h r i s t i a n s  

p ra y i n g  for p e a c e  and j us t ice i n  I d a h o  F a l l s  a n d  Rigby , 

bel ieve that the Ame rican pub l i c  is not n a ive . We a r e  

conce rned p e r s o n s  in Idaho , and we choose t o  be ac tive 

i n  maki n g  our voices h eard . I d aho is an important 

part o f  Ame rica , and we value the s plencor o f  its  g i f ts 

and beauty . We , l iving in  this age o f  1 9 8 8 ,  are the 

earth and un ive r s e . We have been c ha rged with respon s i -! 

b i l i t y  and accountab i l i ty of handing on a future f o r  

the n ext 0enera t ion . I t  i s  what we do tOday that w i l l  

determine a tomo rrow . Thank you very �uc h .  

T H E  HEARI N G  OFFICE R :  Thank you , S is t e r . 

We w i l l  r e c e ive your w r i t ten comments and mark them as 

16 E x h i b i t  6 8 .  

17 Our next scheduled speaker i s  Mr. Larry 

18 Dro l l i n g e r ,  b u s i n e s s  representative of the International  

19 Un ion of Operating Eng i n e e rs . 

20 M R .  DROLL INGER:  M r .  Cha irma n ,  and ladies  

2 1  and g e n t l eme n .  My name i s  L a r r y  Dro l l inge r .  I ' m 

22 b u s i n e s s  representative for Local 3 7 0  of the Opera t i n g  

23 Eng i n e e rs . I represent n e a r l y  3 0 0  peopl e i n  the 

24 Southeastern Idaho area , who have asked me to speak 

25 l o ud and c l e a r  i n  support of the  S I S  P ro j ect to be bull 

2 0 8  Dro l l i nger 

1 . 1  

2

3

4

5

7

8

9

15

Register,

2

3

4

9

13

16

Register, 17

23

25

Exhibit 68.



W 
1.0 
0'1 

5 . 2 8 . 7  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 

5 . 2 7 . 1 2 . 8 

10 

" 

12 

13 

14 

15  

1 6  

17  

18 

19 

i n  Idaho at the INEL S i te . 

Most o f  these peop l e ,  l ike myse l f ,  have 

been born and raised i n  the Southeastern part of I daho . 

I was born and r a i s ed on the very borders o f  the INEL 

Site i n  the Osgood area. The technol ogy that has given 

Idaho a p l a c e  on the map was never a concern to most 

when i t  was used for research and development purposes . 

The technologies that can be derived from the S I S  i s  

prob a b l y  m o r e  important t o  o u r  s a f ety , a n d  can be one 

of the answers to s o lv ing the pro b l em o f  nucl e a r  waste . 

I t  w i l l  a l l ow us to separate the u s a b l e  p lutonium f rom 

the waste , thus conden s i ng the waste to l e s s  than a 

f raction o f  what we would ordina r i ly have . 

The S I S  w i l l  b r i ng our S tate l ong and short-

term employment , a l arger and more s ta b l e  tax base , and 

more important , provide our children the opportunity to 

s tay and work i n  I daho . 

The I N EL p o l icy of te chnology trans fer i s  

o f  particu l a r  bene f i t  to I d aho industry , bu s i ne ss ,  and 

w educational institutions . The S I S  Project w i l l  bring 

21 some o f  the best and l a t e s t  technology to Idaho . 

22 Studies conducted by Idaho State Univers i ty 

n indicate that the 7 5 0  permanent j obs at the S I S  f a c i l ity 

� generate an add i tional 1 , 0 5 0  supportive j ob s  in 

25 the community , r e s u l ting in a total  of nearly 1 8 0 0  

2 0 9  Dro l l inger 

permanent jobs , something Idaho needs despera t l y . We 

a l ready have the l abor force avai la b l e  here in this 

ar� a ,  and it  w i l l  not create an influx o f  peop l e .  Con-

s equen t l y ,  there w i l l  be no adverse impact on the 

schoo l s y s tem or other e l ements o f  the local  economies 

and commu n i t i e s . 

The e s ta b l i shed p o l i c i es of INEL to buy 

I d aho w i l l  g ive many l arge and sma l l  bus i ne s s e s  in the 

State an opportunity to supply materi a l s  and manufacture 

10 
produ c t s  and can only add to the stab i l ity of Idaho ' s  

" economic f uture . 

12 INEL has an exc e l l ent s a fety record , and 

13  the past records will prove Idaho can continue to be a 

14 l eader in a l l  f i e l d s  o f  techno logical  transfers and 

15 c an meet all requ irements for safety,  productiv ity , and 

1 6  l abor management po l i c i e s . Idaho should be committed 

17  to continue to be pioneers i n  all aspects o f  nuc lear 

18 s c ience . 

19 I think now it ' s  t ime for the f u l l -time 

� residents o f  Idaho to have an opportuni ty to speak for 

21 a change . Are we going to be i n t imidated once again 

22 by b i g - t ime movie stars and people who don i t even l ive 

n in I d aho or care about i t s  f uture? 

� The S I S  Pro j ec t  has been labe l ed a bomb 

� f actory by the l ikes of Char l s ton Heston and Mariel 
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Hemrningway , because i t  has a horri fying ring to i t ,  j us t  

as did r i g h t  t o  work sound so patriotic and nobl e .  The 

peop l e  o f  Idaho have j u s t  experienced one economic boom 

f rom outs ider s . We were promised i ndustry at o u r  very 

borders . Now , I think we have t h e  o�po rtunity to make 

that h ap p e n .  

The Department o f  E n e r g y  has assured us the 

nation needs the p l u t o n i u m ,  and certainly no one has 

to t e l l  us that we need the j o b s . 

INEL ' s  safety record s peaks for its e l f .  The 

Amer ican peop l e  are e n j oy i ng many many luxuries today 

as a r e s u l t  o f  s p i n o f f  techno l o g i e s  derived f rom weapons 

r e lated proj ects . It w i l l  be bui l t ,  and we owe i t  to 

our chi ldren and o u r s e l ve s  to b u i l d  it in Idaho . The 

nuclear a rms treaty will never happen if  America  loses 

s treng t h .  

I resent a l l  t h e s e  peo p l e  from Colorado and 

Wa s h i ngton o r  wherever corning here and accusing our DOE 

o f f i c i a l s  and o u r  pol i t i c ians o f  being dishonest or 

l ack ing integrity . P erhaps they wou l d  rather put t h e i r  

t r u s t  i n  t h e  U S S R .  S u r e l y  they w i l l  t e l l  us t h e  truth 

i f  our own government and DOE won ' t . Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R �  Mr . D r o l l inge r ' s  

written comments w i l l  be  accepted for the record a s  

Exhibit No . 6 9 .  

2 1 1  Drol l i ng e r  
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O u r  next schedul ed speaker wi l l  b e  Mr . 

C a r t e r  Real of the Student Peace Uni t .  Mr . Rea l ?  

Then o u r  next schedu l ed speaker w i l l  be  

Mr.  James Beard o f  Green Peace . 

M R .  BEARD : My name is James Beard , and I 

reside at 4 6 4 9  Sunnyside Avenue North , Seat t l e ,  Washing-

to n ,  9 1 1 0 3 .  Before I beg i n ,  I would l ike to just note 

that t h i s  is a national p r o j ect that we ' re d i scuss ing 

here , a project with national impl ications to be paid 

10 for with national  dol l ar s . I t h i nk i t ' s  approp r i a t e  

1 1  for national g roups a nd peop l e  f rom o u t s i d e  o f  Idaho t o  

12  commen t .  

13 I am the National Coo rdinator f o r  t h e  

1 4  F i s s i l e  M a t e r i a l  Cuto f f  Campa i g n  f o r  Greenpeac e .  Th i s  

1 5  campaign , as t h e  t i t l e  s u gg e s t s J  i s  focused on e n d i ng 

16 worldwide t h e  p roduction of pl utonium and h i g h  enriched 

1 7  u ranium for use in  nuc l ear weapons . 

18 

19 

20 

Rece n t l y  Secretary of Ener gy H er rington 

t e s t i f ied before the House o f  Representatives APpropria-1 
tions Subcomm i ttee that the United States i s  " awash in  

2 1  p lutonium � , and th a t ,  "We have more than we need . "  T h i s  

22 was a rather s tr i k i ng Occurrence for s everal reason s . 

23 F ir s t  o f  a l l ,  Sec retary He rrington i s  h ead 

� of an agency with a bureaucratic s e l f  interest  in the 

� continued produ c t i o n  of p l u tonium for nuc l e a r  weapo n s .  
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the i s s u e  of the 

. . , DOE has been very h e s 1 tant to d 1 s c u s s  I need f o r  c o n t i nued pl utoni um p rOduc t i o n\" 
Second , Secretary of Harr ingto n  made these 

c ommen t s  to Congress  at a time when the DOE i s  making 'I every e f f o r t  to get Cong r e s s  to appro pri ate funds for 

6 increased n u c l ear weapons p roduct ion materi a l , i n c l u d i n g  

I m o n e y  f o r  the S I S  plant , the s u b j e c t  of d i s c u s s i o n  t h i s  

10 

11 

12  

13 

14 

1 5  

16  

1 7  

1 8  

1 9  

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

evening . 

T h i rd and perhaps mo s t  s u r p r i s i ng of a l l ,  

the Departme n t  o f  Energy h a s  i s sued a n  o f f i c i a l  state-

m e n t  that happens to be  c o r r e c t : The U n i ted States does 

i ndeed h ave more p l utonium than it needs . W i t h  over 

1 0 0  metr i c  tons of weapon g rade p l u to n ium on hand and 

no p l a n s  by Congress to expand the n u c l e a r  a r s e n a l  i n  

s u c h  a way that demands could n o t  be  met u s i n g  p l u tonium 

r ecyc l ed f rom retired warhead s , the U n i ted S tates i s ,  

a s  secretary o f  Energy Harrington s o  s u c c i n c t l y  put i t ,  

" awash i n  p l utonium " . 

Now l et ' s  c o n s ider the j u s t i f i cations  g i ven 

for c o n s t r u c t ion of the S I S  in the Draft Env ironmental 

Sta teme n t .  On Page 1 - 2  o f  the Dra f t ,  DOE 

add r e s s e s  the i s s u e  o f  the need f o r  the S I S .  The 

s tate s :  

" DOE requi re s  redundancy and production 

c apab i l i ty ,  techno l o g i c a l  d i v e rs i t y ,  and f le x i b i l ity i n  

2 1 3  Beard 
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its produc t i o n  compl ex . C u rrently  thes e  are not 

s u f f i c ie n t l y  ava i l ab l e . "  

The D raf t  g o e s  on  to exp l a i n  how the S I S  

P ro j ect w i l l  provide t h e  needed redundanc y ,  d i ve r s ity , 

and f le x ib i l i t y  in the plutonium production  comp l e x . 

Now l e t ' s  examine these s t a teme nt s .  On the 

one hand , t h e  Department o f  Energy was saying  that we 

h a v e  more p luton ium than we need . The log i c a l  con-

c l u s ion , o f  c o u rs e ,  i s  that t h e  produc t i o n  of p l u tonium 

could be  ended w i t h  no affect on  national  secu r i ty . 

On the o t h e r  han d ,  the Depa rtment of Energy 

is c l aiming that a numbe r  of ways to produce p l u ton ium 

m u s t  be  deve loped and �aintained o r  the national s e c u r i t  

i s  threatened . 

At f i rs t  g l ance t h i s  doe s n ' t  make any s e n s e  

a t  a l l .  A f t e r  a lot o f  thought and cons iderat ion it 

s t i l l  make s  no sens e .  I f  o n e  h a s  the capa c i ty to 

18 p roduce the m a t e r i a l  - - pl u t o n ium f o r  i n stance - - more 

19 o f  w h i c h  is not n eeded , i s  i t  respon s i b l e  and prudent 

20 to s pend a b i l l ion d o l l a r s  or so to f ind other technolo-

21 g ic a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  ways to p roduce that mate r i a l ?  The 

22 a n sw e r  is c lear l y  no . Why spend money on new produc-

23 t i o n  capab i l i ty you don ' t  need t o  produce at a l l ?  

24 I t  is worth noting at t h i s  point that the 

25 DOE, though they apparent l y  don ' t  l i k e  to  admit i t ,  

2 1 4  Beard 
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al ready has a s i g n i f icant  amount of the redundancy and 

f le x i b i l i t y  it is looking for in the S I S .  The DOE has 

put several hundred m i l l ions o f  dollars into maintenance 

and upgrades o f  the N Reactor at Hanford , for instance , 

to preserve it f o r  future pl utonium need s ,  i f  a n y .  A l l  

tol d ,  D O E  w i l l  spend n e a r l y  a h a l f  b i l l ion dol lars on 

this P ro j ec t . 

Given the DOE ' s  own admission that con-
t inued pl utonium production i s  unnecess ary and the 
O b j e c t ive fact that there is redundancy and f l ex ib i l i ty 
currently in the sys tem adequate to meet the needs 
d e f ined by the Department o f  Energ y ,  the SIS is  c l early 
an u n j u s t i f ied and un j u s t i f iable  P r o j e c t �  

Besides being a waste o f  money , t h e  S I S  
P r o j ect h a s  the potential to take a very real t o l l  o f  

pain and suf fering in  Idaho . 

When the DOE shut the N Reactor at Hanf o rd 
down for maintenance and repairs in Janua r y ,  1 9 8 7 ,  they 
assured the workers there that there was a conti nued 
need for plutonium production and that the N Reactor 
would certainly be re-opened . DOE kept up this facade 
for a year and a hal f ,  even going so far as to c l aim tha 
arms reduct ion such as those b rought about by the inter-
mediate nuc l e ar forces treaty wou l d  have no e ffect on 
the needs for plutonium. Sudden l y  when DOE was asked 

2 1 5  Beard 
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to j us t i f y  the c losure o f  the N Reactor in Febru a r y ,  

1 9 8 8 ,  t h a t  urgent need � o r  continued plutonium produc-

tion simply van ished . The DOE admitted there was no 

continued need f o r  the plutonium for the N Reacto r .  

A s imilar story i s  b e i n g  p layed out in  

Idaho today . The DOE is working very hard to assure 

Idaho l ab o r  g roups that the SIS will be  b u i l t , and that 

i t  w i l l  provide the secure , long-term j obs . This i s  not 

the case . P l u ton ium production w i l l  end and probabl y  

sooner than you think . S i x  months , a y e a r ,  or f i ve 

years down the road there ' s  a good p o s s i b i l ity that 

SIS employees will b e  out o f  work . Some may argue that 
an uncertain job i s  better than no j ob at a l l .  That 
may or may not be true , espeC i a l l y  g iven considerations 
o f  missed opportunit ies . In a n y  c a s e , it is c ertainly 

worth considering the financial , emotional  and other 
problems brought on by the sudden loss o f  a j o b ,  
espec i a l l y  when the employer , l ike DOE a t  Hanford , i s  
W i l l ing t o  mislead you about t h e  security o f  your j ob 
practical l y  up to the time they hand you your pink s lip 

2 ,  and ask you to c l ean out your locker . 

22 
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In conclu s io n , the Draft Environmental Statement 
is d e f i C i e n t .  The Draft does not 

adequately address the i s sue of plutonium need or the r 
lack thereof ,  nor does it address the obvious redundanci 5 
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Given the DOE's own admission that con-

tinued plutonium production is unnecessary and the

objective fact that there is redundancy and flexibility
currently in the system adequate to meet the needs

defined by the Department of Energy, the SIS is clearly

an unjustified and unjustifiable Project.

Besides being a waste of money, the SIS

Project has the potential to take a very real toll of

When the DOE shut the N Reactor at Hanford

down for maintenance and repairs in January, 1987, they

assured the workers there that there was a continued

need for prutonium production and that the N Reactor

would certainly be re-opened. DOE kept up this facade

for a year and a half, even going so far as to claim tha

arms reduction such as those brought about by the inter-

mediate nuclear forces treaty would have no effect on

the needs for plutonium. Suddenly when DOE was asked

215 Beard
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years down the road there's a good possibility that

an uncertain job is better than no job at all. That

may or may not be true, especially given considerations

5.27.10
worth considering the financial, emotional and other

problems brought on by the sudden loss of a job,

especially when the employer, like DOE at Hanford, is

willing to mislead you about the security of your job

practically up to the time they hand you your pink slip

and ask you to clean out your locker.

In conclusion, the Draft Environmental Sta ement
Impact  ia deficient. The Draft does not

adequately address the issue of plutonium need or the

lack thereof, nor does it address the obvious redundanci s

216 Beard
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in t h e  DOE ' s  current production system.  Furthermore , 

the Draft does not adequately address the socia-economic 

problems created by the economic dependents o f  S I S  

employees on the continued production o f  plutoniun , 

which the DOE seems to f a l s e l y  represent as certain to 

cont inue . The final Environmental Statement for 

the Seoaration i f  i t  fully 

addresses these concerns , I ' m  con f ident can only bring 

the concl u s ion o f  no a c t i o n .  
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Thanks again for your time and 

THE HEAR ING OFF I C E R :  T h e  written statement 

o f  Mr . James Beard on beha l f  of Greenpeace w i l l  be 

i ncluded i n  the record a s  Exhibit No . 7 0 .  

I see that Mr . Wade has returned to Idaho . 

I f  he ' s  ready, we woul d  accommodate h im at the podium 

at this point . 

I ' ll c a l l  Mr . Troy Wad e ,  the As s i stant 

Secretary o f  Energy for Defense Programs . 

Welcome back to Idaho Fal l s ,  Mr.  Secretary . 

MR . WADE :  Thank you very much . Ladies and 

21 thank you for the �pportunity t o  present the 

n Admini stration ' s  posit ion on the propos ed S I S  at the 

23 I N E L .  

24 Let me beg i n  by emphas izing that the nationa 

� posture o f  the United States is based on the 

2 1 7  Wade 
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'2  

'3  

'4 

'5 

'6 

17 

'8 

policy of nucl e a r  deterrent s . For over 4 0  years that 

pol icy , b o l stered by a strong , modern nucl e a r  arsenal 

has kept this country and the world from global 

Adherence to that pol ic y  has served the c i t i zens o f  

t h i s  country we l l .  

As we enter a new era o f  arms control 

negotiations with the Soviet Unio n ,  we mus t  a ssure 

ourselves  as we s tr ive to reduce the number o f  nuclear 

weapons i n  our stockpile  that those remaining are 

capable o f  providing the nuclear deterrents neces s a ry 

to protect us we l l  into the next century . 

As long as we have a national defense pol icy 

based on nuc lear deterrents , and as long a s  we have 

nuclear weapons in the U. S. arseno l ,  we must provide 

a competent r e l i a b l e  source o f  nuclear material  to the 

complex des igns ,  tests , and produces nuclear weapons . 

Currently the nucl ear materials  production 

capabil ity in  the United States is  not in  good condition 

19 The production reacto r ,  N Reacto r ,  at the Hanford 

� Reservation has been p laced on total standby . The three 

21 product ion reactors at Savannah Rive r ,  now over 3 0  years 

n are running at 50 percent powe r ,  pending resolution 

n o f  sa fety i s s ue s . It i s  imperat ive that this  nation not 

� l eave a l egacy o f  old f a c i l it ie s  upon which our 

� successors and our children must rely for their 
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Th e S I S  f a c i l i t y  currently proposed for 

construction here at the INEL i s  i ntending to prov ide 

this country a degree o f  f l ex i b i l i t y  that it has never 

had befor e .  W e  believe t h e  j us t i f icat ion f o r  the 

p roduction f a c i l i ty covers much more than j u s t  mater i a l s  

requi reme n t s . We have an obl igation to provide a re-

l iable source o f  plutonium . We must a l so provide 

l e ad i ng edge technology to the d e f e n s e  o f  O u r  n a t i o n .  

The S I S  faci l ity w i l l  provide both . 

At the s ame time the S I S  fac i l i t y  provides 

a non-reactor source of p l uton ium,  i t  will also p rovide 

an i sotopic separation capab i l ity with a lmos t  unl imited 

pote n t i a l .  Opponents w i l l  a rgue that we do not need 

the S I S  to provide plutonium i n  the n e a r  term . Tha t  is 

a fac t ,  and we do not d ispute i t .  However , n e i ther 

those Opposed n o r  our s e l v e s  c a n  accurate l y  predict the 

nuclear mat e r i a l s  requirements a decade from now.  Our 

proj ections o f  materials needs i n  the mid ' 9 0 ' s  t e l l  us 

we need to have an ass ured source of weapons g rade 

p lutonium . Neither the 3 0  y e a r  old reactor a t  Savannah 

River nor the proposed new p roduct ion reactor can 

22 provide that assurance . The S I S  plant  can . 

23 Let me tUrn to the i s sue of safety in 

� comp l iance . The S I S  plant at the INEL 

25 w i l l  be b u i l t  uti l i z ing s tate-of-the-art d e s i g n  features  

2 1 9  Wade 

No nuclear mate r i a l s  pro c es s i ng plant in the free world 

w i l l  provide more margin o f  s a fety to workers , to the 

pub l ic i n  general , and to the environme n t .  The current 

conceptional d e s i g n  c a l l s  for mul ti - l ayers of s a f e ty 

sys tems to prevent r e l e a s e  o f  contamination to the 

e nv ironment , the a i r ,  the water o r  to the workers i n  

the p l a n t . 

Let me i n t e r j ect a p e r sonal not e .  l i ved 

h e re in I daho for four year s ,  and some day r may return . 

10 I reco g n i z e  the importance of the S nake River Aqu i f e r  

1 1  b o t h  t o  t he economy a n d  the h e a l th o f  t h e  State o f  I daho 

12 I can s tate catego r i c a l l y  that the a l l egations that the 

13 S I S  p l a nt can o r  w i l l  contaminate the aqu i f e r  are f a l s e .  

14 In Congre s s ,  the need for the S I S  Pro j ect 

15 is s t rong . The S I S  has been endorsed by membe rs  of both 

16 and i t  en j oys c o n t i nued support from the a rmed 

17  s ervices committees , the Department o f  Defense , and j u s t  

1 8  morn ing I t e s t i f ied before the S e n a t e  Appro p r i a t i o n  

19 Comm ittee before Senator Johnson and Senator McCl u r e , 

� they, o f  cou r s e , are very supportive . 

21 The I NEL h a s  been s e lected as the preferred 

22  f o r  the construction of the S I S  f a c i l ity . The 

n a n d  ava i l ab l e  work f o r c e  here , as wel l  as i t s  l o n g  

� o f  produc t i v i t y ,  was a n  important factor i n  

25 The s t rong cl imate o f  publ ic support in t h i s  
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a r e a  h a s  been very g r a t i fying . During the course o f  

t he s e  hearings , you r Governo r ,  Cecil  Andrus , your 

Senators Jim McC lure and Steve Symms , your Congressmen 

Rich a rd S t a l l ings and Larry Craig wi l l  speak out in 

s t rong support for this Pro j ect . The unan imous support 

o f  Mayors o f  E a s t e rn I daho , the resolution of the 

Chamb e r  o f  Comm e rc e  a re important indicators of the 

general support t h a t  t h e  S I S  Pro j e c t  receives from the 

local popul a c e , a nd I ca nnot urge , I cannot say how 
10 . . ' I much t h a t  support means to t h l s  Pro J e c t  a nd to the S l t e .  

" 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I t  i s  f a i r  to say that few Pro j ects have 

received more dedicated a t t e n t iorr to proper f u l f i l lment 

o f  our obl igations  under t h e  National Envi ronmenta l  

Protection Act . Within  DOE , t h e  program people have 

b e e n  wo rking d i re c t l y  with t h e i r  envi ronmen t a l  counter-

p arts for  wel l  over a year to a s su re that a substant i a l  

and com p l e t e  document woul d  be  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  commen t  

today . S c i ence engineers and s a f ety environmen t a l  

special i s t s  h ave b e e n  working w i t h  c l e a r  i n t e n t i o n s  t o  

d e v e l o p  f ac i l it y  d e s i g n s  which wou l d  n o t  o n l y  fu l f i l l  

our m i s s ion b u t  a l so b e a r  u p  under t h e  intens ive environ 

ment a l  s c rutiny t hey a r e  now rec e i ving . 

In summary , l e t  me review the pol icy of the 

Department of Energy under the Reag a n  Adm i n i s t ra t ion : 

We b e l ieve t h e  S I S  p l a n t  is necessary to pro t e c t  the 

2 2 1  Wade 

1 0 5 1  

common d e f e n s e  o f  the U n ited States  we l l  i nto the next 

c e ntury . We b e l ieve t h e  p l a n t  w i l l  provide this nation 

4 . 1 5 . 4  a non-reactor source o f  p l u ton ium that i s  c r i t i c a l  to 

the d e f e n s e  n e eds . We b e l ieve t h i s  p l a n t  w i l l  give 

the  n a t i o n ' s  nuc l e a r  deterrence  a degree o f  f l e x ib i l i ty 

6 it m u s t  have . F i na l l y .  there i s  no �uestion concerning 

our a b i l i ty to bu i l d  a nd operate t h i s  p l ant i n  a manner 

10  

" 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17  

18 

19 

t h a t  i s  s a f e ,  env ironme n t a l l y  sound , and a complement 

to the many ongoing c a p a b i l it i e s  o f  the Idaho National 

Engineering Laboratory . Thank you very muc h . 

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  Thank you , S e c r e t a ry 

Wad e .  A t  t h i s  t ime I ' d  l i k e  t o  g o  o f f  t h e  record for 

a momen t .  

( Th e r e  was a b r i e f  break i n  
t h e  proceedi ngs . )  

THE HEARING OF F I C E R :  I t ' s  m y  p l e a s u r e  to 

i ntroduce the j unior Senator f rom the State of Idah o ,  

t h e  Honora b l e  S teve Symms . 

SENATOR SYMMS : Thank you very much , 

M Mr . C h a i rma n ,  l a d i es and g e n t l em e n .  I ' m  here to t e s t i f y  

2 1  i n  support o f  the Spec i a l  I sotope Separation Pro j ec t , 

22 t h e  S I S .  

23 I ' ve j u s t  f lown out t h i s  a f ternoon from 

� W a s h ingto n ,  l e a v i ng W a s h i ngton at about 1 : 0 0 and going 

25 t hrough Atlanta  in a roundabout way to get h e r e ,  because  
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I bel ieve this  i s  a very important hearing that you are 

having and I compl iment the Department o f  Energy for 

e f forts to let the pub l i c  testify on this . I ' m  here 

because I ' m concerned that this Country must have a 

s trong nat ional defense . 

Until  utopia a rrives and some kind of 

special arms control treaties are deve loped , our 

national security is  going to be dependent upon a 

nuclear deterrent at least  equal to or greater than our 

advers ary , the Soviet Unio n .  And I ' m  here tonight be-

cause I know that the SIS is  critical and i s  important 

for our nuclear deterren t .  

T h i s  is  n o t  i nformation that comes f rom 

guesstimates or estimates , but it comes from the extra-

polation o f  general informat ion generated by those who 

s upport our national defens e . 

I have become convinced that the need f o r  

the S I S  i n  numerous c l a s s i f ied brief ings , b r i e f ings 

from tho se who must plan f o r , develop , maintain and 

deploy our nuclear deterrent , those who must protect 

21 the United State s ,  the National Security Counc i l ,  the 

n Department of Defen s e ,  the Department of Energ y ,  the 

n President o f  the United State s , and the heads of those 

� agencies that are respo n s i b l e  for our national security 

� have recogni zed the need f o r  this  facil ity several years 

2 2 3  Symms 

ago . 

I n  January of 1 9 8 6 ,  the then Secretary o f  

Defen s e ,  Cas per Weinberger a n d  t h e  Secretary o f  Energ y ,  

John Herrington , wrote t h e  Director o t  t h e  O f f ice o f  

Management a n d  Budget i n  support o f  t h e  S I S ,  a n d  I ' d  

l ike t o  quote f rom that letter t 

" We f e e l  it I S essential to pursue a 5 . 28· . 9 
and development program so that the construction of a 

Speci a l  Isotope Separation f a c i l ity can proceed 

10 We cannot a l low the Soviets greater special nuclear 

1 1  material production and search capacity to create an 

1 2  even greater as symmetry in nuclear capab i l ities . 

13 Th erefore , it is essential to preserve the option to 

14 initiate construct ion o f  a Special I s otope Separation 

15 f a c i l ity as Soon as pos s ibl e .  The National Security 

16 Counc il supports this pos ition . "  

17 I n  an enclosure in the letter , there ' s  

18 another quote o f  s upport f rom the two Secretar ies , and 

19 I quote ; 

20 � For reasons o f  national securi t y ,  DOD and 

21 DOE have now concluded that an S I S  production facility 

n s hould be depl oyed . This facility w i l l  provide a 

23 contingency against unanticipated interruptions to the 

� plutonium production capabi l ity and provide a 

� to counter a possible Soviet breakout . "  

2 2 4  Symms 
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"We feel it's essential to pursue a research

Special Isotope Separation facility can proceed promptly

DOE have now concluded that an S/S production facility

This facility will provide a

contingency against unanticipated interruptions to the

existing plutonium production capability and provide a

capability to counter a possible Soviet breakout."

5.28.9



� 
o 
w 

4 . 9 . 4  

10 

11  

12 

1 3  

14 

1 5  

1 8  

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Now I want to make it clear , Mr.  Chairma n ,  

I ' m  not t h e  sole supporter o f  t h e  S I S  i n  Congress . 

S i nce the early 1 9 8 0 ' s ,  Congress  has supported and 

funded research and deve lopment on the AVL I S  technology 

for the S I S .  In 1 9 8 5 ,  the Armed Services and Appropria-

tions Committees i n  both Houses o f  the Congress provided 

l a nguage and fund s directed towards the construction o f  

t h e  S I S ,  a n d  this  w a s  p a s s e d  b y  both t h e  f u l l  House and 

the full Senate of the U n ited State s . 

I ' d  l ike to quote f rom the Senate Report 

for the National Defense Auth o r i z a t ion Act for the 

f i scal years 1 9 8 8  and 1 9 8 9 :  

" In addit ion t o  supporting the e a r l i e s t  

availabil ity of the new production reactor ,  t h e  

Committee bel ieves t h a t  the technologies t h a t  contribute 

to availabil ity o f  plutonium should be pursued aggres-

s iv e l y .  Accord ing l y ,  �he Committee fully  supports the 

Department ' s  request for the Special Isotope Separato r ,  

S I S . "  

The House and Senate Appropriation Comm i tt e e  

added $ 4 5  m i l l ion d o l l a r s  to the Department ' s  request 

for the S I S .  

It  should b e  quite clear f rom the actions 

such a s  thes e ,  that t h e  Pro j e c t  has been thoroughly 

scrutinized on the Hill  and i n  the Administration.  The 

2 2 5  Symms 

S I S  is not some f rivolous undertaking on the part o f  

two Idaho Senators seeking a pork barrel pro j ect i n  

their State . This i s  a national i s s u e  that we ' re talki 

about here , notwithstand i ng what some o f  the c r i t i c s  o f  

t h i s  Proj ect have said . 

You have other witnes ses , M r .  Chai rma n ,  5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1  
w i l l  talk about the economic impact i t  w i l l  have on 

Idaho , 9 0  I wo n ' t  go through that , but we all know i t  

w i l l  b e  some 4 5 0  jobs i n  construction and another 6 5 0  

1 0  with a n  annual operation budget ranging f rom f i f ty to 

1 1  sixty-five m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  a year during t h e  l i f e  o f  

12  the P r o j e c t .  So i t  i s  a win-win proposi t ion for t h e  

1 3  State o f  Idaho a n d  the N a t i o n .  

1 4  T h e  SIS w i l l  provide vitally needed f l e x  i - 4 . 7 . 2  
15 b i l ity to our material production capab i l i ty .  

18 recent s tockp i l e  brief i ng s  s e em to i nd icate that the 

17 need for plutonium now is not as great as earl ier fore-

18 cas t .  I might j u s t  s a y  that t h e  reason f o r  that i s  i t  

19 is now policy in the DOD plann ing to d i smantle f ive 

20 Polaris Subma r i ne s  in t h e  weapon systems that are 

21 included i n  those that are s t i l l  some o f  the great es t ,  

22 best , state-of-the-art deterrent we have to the Soviet 

23 Union , and i n  my j udgmen t  that is a m i s take to do tha t .  

24 In the f ir s t  p l a c e ,  the l e a s t  we could do 

� would be to s e l l  them to the - - turn them over to the 
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Naval Rese rves and not d i smantle a weapons s y s tem we ' ve 

already paid for and is not able to be d i s covered or 

found by our adve rsary , the Soviets . That ' s  why those 

f igures are somewhat confus i ng on how much plutonium 

is ava i l a b l e  right now � 

The S I S  wi l l  not be compl eted unt i l  1 9 9 4  to 

1 9 9 5 ,  but it is and always has been needed to s a t i s f y  

t h e  l ong-term material requi rements . T h e  S I S  i s  needed 

because right now we are vu l nerable to the breakdown of 

old f a c i l it ie s .  And I repeat , we are current l y  

a s  a nat ion i f  we shou ld have a f a i l ure o f  one o f  our 

p roduction reactors . Two produc tion reactors are shut 

down for good o r  are in cold standby.  Three operating 

reactors are res tricted to operating at half  power , 

because of sa fety concerns . 

Only o ne o f  these reactors is produc ing 

p l uton ium , and it ' s  becoming obvious that that one w i l l  

soon have t o  swi tch t o  producing tritium . Wh en that 

h appens , we wi l l  have only scrap f a c i l i t i e s  to meet 

our p l u tonium requ i rements u n t i l  the SIS is comple ted . 

So i t ' s  important to note that these scrap 

plutonium faci l i t i e s  are a s  aged a s  the reactors and 

g reatly need revamping or repl a c i n g .  There are no easy 

solutions to our nuc lear materi al s  need s ,  reg ardle s s  o f  

w h a t  t h e  S I S  opponents s a y ,  e s p ec ia l l y  t h e  a l t e rnative 

2 2 7  Symrns 

10 

they suggest of restarting the N Reactor in  case of 

emerg ency _ The audaci t y ,  because these are the very 

s ame peop le , Mr. Chairma n ,  who sued to shut the N 

Reactor down . Now they are saying we could open it up 

if we had an emergency .  I I I  b e l i e ve that one when i t  

happens . 

We ' ve a l l  heard a l o t  recently about the 

l a rg e  number o f  weapons in the s tockp i l e .  We ' ve a l l  

heard t h e  que s t ion , "Why d o  w e  need more bombs ? "  Wel l ,  

f i rst o f f  l e t  me say that S I S  w i l l  not add to this 

1 1  stockp � l e .  I t  w i l l  be used o n l y  to moderni z e  and re-

12  cyc l e  our weapons stockp i l e .  As new weapons and war-

13 heads a re produ ced , the old ones  a re retired and d i s -

1 4  mantled . The fact is the numbe r  o f  weapons in the 

15 stockpi l e  w i l l  not i ncrease as a result of S I S .  

1 6  As a �atter o f  fact , Mr.  Chairma n ,  the 

1 7  U n i t ed States has  reduced i t s  n u c l ear warheads some 

18 25 percent from its peak in  the l a t e  1 9 6 0 ' s .  The tota l 

19 mega tonnage yield has been reduced over 7 5  percent over 

20 the s ame period of t ime . 

21 The S I S  w i l l  be used to c l ean up the DOE 

n owned plutonium from the Departmen t ' s  defense program 

23 that is not currently u s a b l e  for d e f e n s e  program applic a  

24  t ions . 

15 This material i s  worth over three times the 
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money that w i l l  be i nvested i n  the S I S .  S o  the taxpayer 

are going to have a good program that w i l l  pay for its 

way and then some i n  their i nvestment i n  the S I S . 

Furthermore , there are no secret plans  to 

u s e  fuel f rom the commerc i a l  reactor s .  The Hart-

S impson Admendment , which i s  the l aw o f  the l and , 

p rohibits  that from happening . 

I n  spite of the national  need for the S I S ,  

I want you t o  b e  a s sured that I wou l d  not support t h i s  

P ro j ect i f  I b e l ieved i n  any w a y  i t  woul d  be harmful to 

the people of Idaho . And I think i t ' s  c l ear in the 

Environme n t a l  Statement that DOE has cons idered 

a l l  the pos s ib l e  ha z ards and environmental imp l i c a -

tions and concerns t h a t  wou ld result  from t h e  opera t i o n  

o f  the S I S .  

The Agency h a s  s imul ated a l l  po s s i b l e  

a c c idents that could occur , f o r  examp l e ,  ea rthquake s ,  

f i r e ,  uncontro l l ed chem i c a l  reactions , c r i t i c a l i t i e s  

that would ca lculate the amount o f  r a d i a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  

b e  r e l eased . E v e n  i n  the w o r s t  hypo t h e t i c a l  a c c ident , 

the amount i s  l e s s  than ten percent of the natural 

b ackground rad i a t ion . 

The Snake River Aqu i f er , for a l l  of us  

particu l a r l y  that l ive down river and f arm a nd get wate 

out of the Snake River,  i t  i s  o f  great concern to the 
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residents not o n l y  of this  area but a l l  that l ive down 

river , a nd it w i l l  not be a f f ected in any way by the 

S I S ,  because  there w i l l  be no l iqu id radioact ive waste . 

Al l l iquid d i scharged from the S I S  f ac i l i t i e s  must meet 

the EPA drink i ng water standard s .  

Transportation i s  another i s s u e  that a 

great many constituents have expressed concern to me 

abou t .  The transportation of plutonium and nuc l ear 

waste on  the state ' s  h ighways will  be conducted i n  a 

respon s i b l e  manne r ,  a nd the material  c o n f ined i n  a 

s e a l e d  c e r t i f ied cask . The drivers of the pluton ium 

sh ipme nts have been rigorously  trained and a lways travel 

i n  p a i rs i n  s a f e ,  secure tran sports . 

Postu lated a c c idents have been studied to 

determine the e f f e ct s ,  but there have never b e e n  a ny 

deaths in any a c c ident w i t h  a s a f e ,  s ecure transport no 

any d ivers ion of any nuc l e a r  materia l s . We have a good 

record on thi s ,  and we should a lways continue to be 

c a r e f u l  about i t .  I t  i s  s e n s i t ive mater i a l , but we do 

W have a good record , and we w i l l  pursue that with a l l  

21 v igo r .  

22 I t ' s  important to remember th a t  the I d a ho 

23 N a t i o n a l  Engineering Laboratory h a s  a n  outstanding 

24 record , a n d  the EPA and an i ndependent interstate s a f e t  

25 board w i l l  moni tor a l l  a c t i v i t i e s  to e nsure the highest  
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s a fety s tandards a're ma i nta ined . Plans are being 

developed for emergency preparedness involving local and 

state o f f ic ers , as well as the DOE ' s  Idaho Operat ions 

o ff i c e . 

Aga i n ,  I have been committed' 
to the nation ' 5 

defense and s ecur i t y ,  as we l l  as to the State o f  Idaho ' s  

well-being , and I would never j eopard i z e  one for the 

other . I f  I did not bel ieve that Proj ect were vital 

and safe , I woul d  not support i t .  

Arms control talks w i l l  continue , and they 

will cont i nue until some reso lution is made one way or 

the other , either in  th i s  Adm i n i s tration or the next or 

the next one a fter tha t ,  but the S I S  i s  a sense o f  

balance in these talk s .  

With i t ,  the Uni ted States w i l l  never b e  

forced t o  negot iate with a gun h e l d  a t  our head . 

Symm s .  

I thank you very much , M r .  Chairma n .  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Thank you , Senator 

If you have an extra copy o f  your comments ,  s i r ,  

� submit those for the record as Exhibit No . 8 1 .  

21 Thank you , Senator Symms ' comments w i l l  be Exhi b i t  

22 N o .  8 1 .  

23 Our next co�menter i s  Mr . Paul Powe l l ,  

� the Student Peace U n i o n .  

25 MR.  POWELL : Thank you . Good evening . I 
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was j u s t  asked to speak here a couple minutes ago , so 

I don ' t  have much of anything prepared ,  but s imply as  a 

representative o f  the Student Peace Union and many 

s tudents o n  the campus of Idaho State Univers i t y ,  many 

of us  have spent their entire l ives in Idaho . We are 

against this kind o f  wor ld . The last 4 0  years we have 

not been l iving in a wo rld o f  peac e ,  we ' ve been l iv ing 

i n  a world with a gun pointing at our heads , where we ' r� 
point i ng it against the Soviets ' heads . That i s n ' t  

p e a c e .  This is not peace i n  the l e a s t ,  and i t ' s  not 

the k i nd o f  world we , as student s ,  want , nor is  it 

the k ind of world that we want for our children o r  our 

chi ldren ' s  chi l dren.  

Right now we ' re considering a project t h a t  

i s  only going to  fUrther t his  rac e ,  only going t o  make 

these guns l a rger . They keep getting larger and large r ,  

a nd where is  it  going t o  end? Is  there any end i n  

s i g h t  at a l l ?  

ask you , for t h e  reco r d ,  f o r  t h e  students 

W of ISU , to say no to the S I S  Pro ject and say yes to 

21 peace . Thank you .  

22 THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  For purposes o f  

23 accuracy and c l arity in the record , I think we ' d  better 

� l is t  the exhib i t s  we have placed at this p o i n t .  We ' ve 

25 received a large number of written comments here at the 
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front table and have marked them as  exhib i ts : 

Exhibit 6 1  is the written comments o f  

June H e i lma n .  Exhibit 62 , Jacquie Cano ; Exhibit 6 3  

i s  Beverly K l ein , K-l-e-i- n ;  Exhi b i t  6 4  i s  Noah K l e i n ;  

Exhi b i t  6 5  i s  Joe Vas i l , V-a-s - i - l ;  Exh i b it 6 6 ,  Mary S .  

Dunham; Exhibit 6 7 ,  B irney L .  Phi llips ; Exhibit 7 1  is  

Steve Grays o n ;  Exhib i t  7 2  i s  Robert L .  and Gay Cottrel l ,  

C-o-t-t-r-e - l - l i Exh i b i t  7 3 ,  Jon Spence r ,  J-o-n ;  

Exhibit 7 4 , A l l e n  Lish , L-i-s-h ; Exhibit 7 5  i s  Michael 

H. Armstrong : Exh i b i t  7 6 ,  Von ,  V-o-n J. Hi l l ;  Exhibit  

C .  A .  Whitehead ; Exhibit 7 8 ,  Larry N .  B-e-u i Exh ibit 7 9  

is  Dana Juan t ,  J-u-a-n- t ;  Exhibit 8 0 ,  T i m  C .  W i l l iams ; 

Exh ib i t  8 1 ,  Senator Steve Symms . 

Our next sched u l ed speaker is Mr . Duane 

A l l e n  o f  the Oil ,  Chemical & Atomic Workers Loca l  Union .  

M R .  ALLEN : 1 1 m  Duane A l l e n , 1 1 3 1  North 

1 3 5 0  Ea s t ,  S h e l l e y ,  Idaho , 8 3 2 7 4 . 1 1 m  the current 

President o f  the O i l , Chemical  & Atomic Workers Loc a l . 

We represent approximately 1 , 0 0 0  members at the INEL , 

with more than 1 0 , 0 0 0  years of cumulative experienc e .  

I have nine years experience i n  p l u tonium production at 

Rocky Flats . I d idn ' t  move to Idaho to get away from 

p lutonium production , bu t to escape the C i ty of Denve r .  

I e n j oy the l ifestyle o f  Idaho , a n d  I intend t o  s t a y ,  

a n d  I don ' t  w a n t  anything to happen t h a t  wou l d  damage 
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or destroy that . Bel ieve me , Idaho is  a lot better 

than D e nve r .  

One o f  the foremos t  concerns o f  our Union 

i s  a safe and healthy workplace . This we have obtained 

over the years with cooperative e f forts of management 

and the Unio n .  The natural s ide e f f ec t  of  a safe and 

healthy workplace is a safe and heal thy environment . 

Many of our members are i nvolved in the 

wi lderness a nd conservation i s sues we hear about d a i l y .  

Mos t  o f  our members a r e  a v i d  outdoorsmen a n d  wome n ,  

rais i ng t h e i r  f am i l ies to be l ikewis e ,  a n d  l ikewise 

to be rational environment a l i s ts . 

Mos t  opponents of the nuclear industry don l t  

understand o r  care to f ind out about the f a c t s .  Science 

f iction a nd fantasy movies seem to be their mentors .  

There are hundreds o f  highly skilled crafts-

men i n  Idaho who are supporting the S I S  Pro j ec t ,  and 

they are more than qua l i f ied to meet the stringent 

5 . 2 7 . 1 2 . 6  

19 requ irements needed to construct a new nuclear faci l ity . 5 . 2 7 . 1 1 . 3 
� After the construction phase is comp l e ted on a new 

21 f ac i l i ty ,  the Oil ,  Chemical & Atomic Workers members at 

n the INEL operate and maintain the fac i l i t i e s  s a f e l y  

� and e f f icient l y .  

24 W e ,  the working people of Idaho , who do the 

25 l abor and perform the hands-on functions at the INEL 
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woul d  not s uppor t - -a± support any proj e c t  we f e l t  t o  b e  

unsa f e .  W e  have every conf idence i n  the contracto rs ,  

the manage�ent a t  the INEL , and in our u n ions  to p rovide 

u s  a work p l ace free f rom h a z a rd s  to ourselves and to 

our way o f  l i fe i n  I d a h o .  

We support t h e  S I S  P r o j e c t .  

T H E  HEARING OFFI CE R :  Thank you , M r .  A l l e n . 

Your written comme nt w i l l  b e  entered i n  the record a s  

Exh i b i t  N o .  8 2 .  Our next schedu l e d  commenter is  E .  
10  

Jack Liebentha l ,  representing the Idaho Section o f  the 

1 1  Ame r i ca n  Nucl ear Soc i e t y .  We w i l l  enter into the 

12  record a s  Exh i b i t  N o .  83  the w r i t terl comments o f  

1 3  Mr . Liebentha l .  

14 MR . L I EBENTHAL : have a written s ta teme n t . 

15  I have a few extra copi e s . I f  anyone wants cop i e s , they 

16  will  b e  ava i l a b l e  a fterwa rds or they can be obtained 

1 7  by w r i t i n g  to the Idaho Section o f  the American Nuc l ea r  

18 Soc iety , P .  O. Box 2 1 9 6 , Idaho F a l l s ,  I d a h o ,  8 3 4 0 3 .  

19 There ' s  a short there ' s  a written 

20  s ta tement i n  the s ta tement , a r e  words about what the 

2 1  Idaho Section o f  the Amer i c a n  Nucl ear Society is compos e  

I ' d l ik e  t o  expand o n  that a l it t l e  b i t .  

23 The National  Amer i c a n  Nuc l e a r  Society i s  a 

M pro f e s s io n a l  organ i z a t ion o f  people  who a r e  e ngaged i n  

� nuclear technology of many p r o f e s s i o n a l  d i s c i p l i n e s . Th  

2 3 5  L i ebentha l 

Idaho Sec t ion comp r i s e s  Some 2 0 0  n a t i o n a l  membe r s  and 

1 2 0 0  total members ,  made up o f  p r o f e s s iona l s ,  

their f a m i l i e s  a nd other people who a r e  engaged i n  

n u c l e a r  technol og y  i n  one w a y  o r  a noth e r  i n  t h e  State . 

It includes  n o t  o n l y  people who work at the Idaho 

National  Engi n e e r ing Laboratory , but people i n  a l l  o f  

Idaho ' s  c o l l e g e s  and unive r s i t i e s  and oth e r  peo p l e  

"l t hroughout t h e  State . Now I ' l l read the s tatement : 

The Idaho Section o f  the Amer i c a n  Nuc l e a r  

10 Society ' s  p o s i t i o n  on  the Spe c i a l  I sotope Separation 

1 1  Pro j e c t ,  w h i c h  was adopted b y  Executive Committee on  

12 Septembe r  2 4 ,  1 9 8 7 ,  h a s  been made pub l ic for a l l  the 

13 memb e r s , and a l though there  has not been a total member 

14 vote , has r e c eived the overwhelming support o f  memb e r s . 

15 We a r e  confined to peaceful u s e s , but we 

16 do add r e s s  some a spects  of the Pro j ec t .  

1 7  The Idaho Sect ion o f  t h e  Ame r i c a n  Nucl e a r  

1 8  S o c i e t y  i s  a s c ie n t i f i c  and technical  orga n i z a tion o f  

19 p rofe s s io n a l  s c i e n t i s t s  and engineers . As suc h ,  i t  

W l im i t s  i t s  i nt e r e s t s  to t h e  p e a c e f u l  u s e s  of nuc l e a r  

2 1  s c ience a n d  technology .  I n  view o f  t h e  w e l l-known 

22 m i l i ta r y  weapon s  u s e  of technol og y ,  we wan t  to point out 

n that p lutonium is a l s o  important for mee t i ng our long-

M term ene rgy n e e d s , a n d  t h i s  is an importa n t  aspect with 

25  which many membe r s  o f  the INAS a re involved . 
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However , g i v e n  our current d e f e n s e  needs 

f o r  p l u t o n ium production , our concern i s  to the choice 

o f  the technology and l o c a t ion that o f f e r  t he b e s t  

advantages t o  s af e ty a n d  t h e  env i ronment . F i r s t ,  i t  

appea r s  that t h e  propo sed S I S  t e c hnology does indeed 

o f f e r  s ig n i f icant advantages  over other method s . These 

advantages s hould b e  we l l  docuQented so t h a t  the technic 

commun i t y  and the pub l i c  can review and understand them .  

A n  a spect o f  the l as e r  technology a s soc i ated 

with the S I S  that is not we l l  known is that i sotope 

s e p a r a t ion is not l imited to d e f e n s e  a p p l i cation s . What 

i n t e r e s t s  us cons iderab l y  i s  the pote n t i a l  f o r  s p i n o f f  

technolog y  f o r  cOQmer c i a l  app l i c a t ion . As the technolog 

f o r  l a s e r  iso tope separation i s  f u l l y  developed , i t  

a ppears to h a ve t h e  poten t i a l  f o r  c o n s i d e rabl e  bene f it .  

Such s p i n o f f  s hould be considered a s  the P r o j e c t  pro-

ceed s .  

Regarding the I N E L ,  one o f  our m a j o r  

i n  add ition  to the p hy s i c a l  character i s t i c s  o f  the S i te , 

is t h e  peopl e r esource . We have proba b l y  a s  broad a 

spectrum of technical  t a l ent as anywhere �n the coun t r y  

f o r  appl ication of nuc l ea r  technol ogy . M a n y  o f  us a r e  

a l s o  Idaho native s . Our p o i n t  i s  t h a t  the mix o f  

t a l e n t  t hat exi st s  here i s  wel l  suited to the S I S  

P ro j ect a n d  i t s  pote n t i a l  s pi no f f  t o  non-def e n s e  
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appl i c a t ion . The I NEL e n j oys a p roven capabi l i ty t o  do : 

t h i ng s  w e l l  a nd to do t hem s a fe l y .  We support the S I S  

P r o j e c t  a s  o f f e r i ng cons iderable  potential benef i t .  

THE HEARING OFFICER : Thank you . Our next 

s chedu l ed commenter i s  Mr.  Don B.  Larse n , B u s i n e s s  

M a n a g e r  f o r  t h e  Labors I n t e r n a t io na l ,  Loca l  1 5 5 .  

M r .  Lars e n ? 

M R .  LARSEN : Hi , my name is Don Lars e n .  

a m  t h e  B u s i ne s s  Manager f o r  Labors Local No . 1 5 5 , Labors 

I n ternational  Union of North Ame r i c a .  W e  have memb e r s  

i n  Loca l  1 5 5  i n  e v e r y  commu n i ty i n  Southern Idaho , i n -

e luding Sun Val l ey . 

Me�b e r s  of Local 1 5 5  h ave worked at the 

S i te f o r  over th ree decad e s .  W e  have worked on every 

p ro j e c t  a t  the INEL.  We have h e l ped b u i l d  s torage 

s hed s ; we 1 ve helped bu i l d  power reactors ; and , we 1 ve 

h e l ped b u i l d  the roads t h a t  lead to the I NEL and a l l  its 

5 . 2 4 . 2 3 

1 . 1  

18 f a c i l i t i e s . Membe r s  o f  Loca l 1 5 5  support t he S I S  5 . 2 7 . 1 1 . 3  
19 One o f  the many reasons  we support t h i s  P ro j ect is 

M obviou s .  It w i l l  br i ng  4 4 0  plus cons truction j obs  that 

2 1  w i l l  come to the S i te if we b u i l d  t h i s  P ro j e c t ,  and we 

22 h ave the qua l ity work force  to bu i l d  this Pro j ec t ,  and 

n t h i s  work force i s  a l r e ady i n  Idaho . We a r e  ready and 5 . 2 7 . 7 . 3  
� a va i l a b l e  to b u i ld t h i s  P ro j ect starting tomorrow i f  

25 we have to . 
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Bes ides the construct ion j ob s ,  t h e  SIS  

Pro j ec t  w i l l  a l so provide approximate ly 750  permanent 

j obs , and Idaho workers need thes e  j obs . 

bel ieve that s a fety is a good reason to 

build the S I S  Pro j ect at the INEL . Because o f  the high 

l evel of s a f e ty at the �ite both con s truction and 

operation have estab l i shed a safety record far superior 

to the national averages for both construction in the 

nuclear i ndus try . It ' s  hard for me to bel ieve that a l l  

o f  t h e  out s i de interests that have talked about s a fety 

really know what it ' s  all abo u t .  Unless  you ' ve worked 

out there and walked in our boo t s , and you ' ve seen the 

h igh qual i ty and the high l evel of safety out there , 

you j u s t  can ' t  pOS S ib l y  know what i t ' s  a l l  about . 

I b e l ieve that the technology that the SIS  

18 would bring to the Site would only make our chances 

1 7  better to obtain othe r laser-rela ted projects at the 

18 INEL.  I b e l ieve that local  bus i ne ss ,  Idaho industry and 

19 educational i ns titutions would a l s o  bene f i t  from the 

� technology g ai ned from the S I S  P r o j e c t .  

21 I know that the Department of Energy has 

22  pl aced a great deal o f  emph a s i s  on the environ-

23 a n d  I bel ieve that i t  w i l l  continue to do so  

� th i s  Project and upcoming projects . 

25 I know that the commun ity wants thi s  Project 

2 3 9  Larsen 
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Anybody who witnessed the parade and rally last Saturday 

knows that the people of �hi s  community and this State 

are behind this Pro j e c t ,  and we can be sure of the 

s upport o f  the Idaho peo p l e , Idaho bus iness e s ,  Idaho 

contractors and l abor unions . 

I think there ' s  two things that the people 

of Idaho want : N o . 1 ,  we want to speak for ourselve s ;  

No . 2 ,  w e  want t o  build the S I S  Pro j ec t .  Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Thank you ,  Mr . Lar s e n .  

1 0  Mr . Larse n ' s  written comments w i l l  be  included in the 

1 1  record as Exhibit N o .  8 4 .  

1 2 The next schedu l e d  organ i zational speaker 

13  i s  M r .  Lane Al lgood , representing the SIS supporters 

14 g roup .  

1 5  M R .  ALLGOO D :  Thank you . M y  name is Lane 

16 Allgood . I represent the SIS s upporters group . Our 

1 7  o rgan i z a t ion was formed approximately ,six  weeks ago 

16 for the s o le purpos e  of voicing Eastern Idahoan ' s  

1 9  support for the S I S  Pro j ec t .  

� H i s to r ic a l l y ,  only those oppo s i ng an i s s ue 

21 organi ze themselves i nto a lobbying factio n .  However , 

22 because - o f  the crucial  nature of t h i s  Project on the 

23 econmic wel l-being of our Sta t e ,  we felt compel led to 

� present the true feel i ngs of the maj ority of citizens  

� of South e a s t  Idaho and not l e t  outside pres sure groups 

2 4 0 Allgood 
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that do not have the b e s t  interest o f  East Idaho in mind 

c loud the i s sue and domi nate the proceedings . 

Our group represents a cross section o f  a l l  

o f  Idaho , inc l ud i ng c i ty governments ,  Chambers o f  

Commerc e ,  l arge corporations , sma l l  bus ines s ,  the 

educational commun i t y ,  local labor and trade organiza-

t ions . As testimony to thi s  statement , we submit a s  

evidence the overwhelming participation and support o f  

our pro S I S  motorcade a n d  r a l l y  held i n  Idaho Fal l s  

10 March 1 9 , 1 9 8 8 .  

1 1  As an example o f  our b road base o f  support , 

12 I would l ike to recognize  the fol lowing as f inanc i a l  

1 3  contributors to o u r  cause : Electrico n ,  Brady ' s  Incor-

14 porated , Idaho F a l l s  Board o f  Rel ator s ,  Jewel Electr i c ,  

1 5  t h e  Idaho Fal l s  Automo b i l e  Dealers Assoc iation , the 

16  East Idaho Building Trades , the Central Labor Counc i l , 

1 7  t h e  IBEW , Hopkins & Crockett l aw f irm ,  Labors Loca l  1 5 5 ,  

1 8  Sears , QCAW Loc al 2 - 6 5 2 ,  IBEW and NECA , Labor-Manage-

19 Gran t ,  Eastern Idaho contractors , Eastern Idaho 

20 b u i l d i ng trade s , operating engineers , Boise building 

21 trad e s ,  Hansen Mark e t i n g .  Idaho f i rms , a l l  of them . 

22 I n  1 9 4 9 ,  the Federal Government establ ished 

23 the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory on the Arco 

� desert west of Idaho Fal l s .  For the past 39 years the 

25 economy of southeast Idaho and the proj ects at the INEL 

2 4 1  A l l good 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14  

1 5  

16  

17  

18 

19 

20 

have been c l o s e l y  entw i n e d .  

Currentl y  more than 9 7 0 0  persons are 

employed at the site , and more than ha l f  of those reside 

in  Idaho Fal l s .  I t  i s  a recog n i zed fact that for every 

j ob at the I N E L ,  2 . 3  j o b s  are created in the loc�l 

economy to help support and service the fami l ie s  o f  

I N E L  workers .  

For the past 1 5  years I ' ve been employed by 

two d i f ferent f i rms , both loca l l y  owned.  The primary 

source o f  bus i ness for each is  in rupplying el ectronic 

equipment to the INEL contracto rs . Without the INEL,  

neither o f  these bu s i n e s s e s  would be a b l e  to continue 

to operate i n  Idaho Fa l l s .  

Unfortunate l y ,  many o f  the major projects 

at the INEL have b een comp l eted or are near ing comple-

t io n .  New pro j ects , such as t h e  S I S ,  a r e  v ital t o  the 

economic survival o f  bus iness in  Idaho Fa l l s .  

I t  has been nearly f ive years s ince the 

l a s t  major construction project was compl eted at the 

INEL , and many of the area construction workers have 

21 been forced to leave the area in search of work . 

22 Dec l i ne s  in the agricultura l ,  t imbe r ,  and 

23 min ing sectors have contributed to the high rate o f  

24 unemployment in the s ix count i e s  surround ing the I N E L .  

25 Without the S I S  Pro j ect , the overa l l  unemployment rates 
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i n  these counties w i l l  c o n t i nue to c l imb to an even 

more serious  leve l . 

I feel  the S I S  w i l l  b r i ng our area much 

needed long and short-term emp l o yme n t , and w i l l  a l l ow 

me to cont inue to wor k ,  l iv e ,  and r a i s e  my f am i l y  in 

the commu n i t y  where I was  born and r a i s e d .  

We woul d  l ike t o  empha s i z e  o u r  conf idence in ,  

the Atomic Ene rgy Act of 1 9 5 4 , in t h e  Department of I I 
Defens e ,  t h e  Department of Energ y ,  t h e  e lected o f f i c i a l sl 

10 

1 1  

12 

13  

14 

o f  Cong r e s s  a nd the P r e s ident of the United S t a t e s  of 

Ame r i c a , and we accept t h e i r  d e c i s ions , whatever they 

may b e .  

I n  c los i n g  I wou ld l ike t o  l eave y o u  w i t h  

o n e  thought :  I b e l ieve i f  I were a commu n i s t  organ i z a -

15 tion , and I wanted to d i l u t e  the d e f e n s e  power of the 

1 6  United States , I certa i n l y  could f i nd a way to 

17  accomp l i s h  t h i s  goal i n t e rn a l l y .  As Kruschev once 

18 s aid , " I  w i l l  bury you wi thout f ir ing a shot . "  I think 

19 i t ' s  very obvious today , t h i s  p h i l o sophy is working on  

2 0  s ome peop l e .  

21 God b l e s s  you a l l , l et ' s  p ray for a s t rong 

22 Ame r ic a .  

23 THE HEARING O F F I C E R �  We have at t h i s  point 

� two o rg a n i z a t ional  commenter s  l e f t  th i s  even ing . Linda 

2 5  Burk e , who i s  speaking i n  beh a l f  o f  the Poca t e l l o  

2 4 3  A l l good 
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Chapter of the Idaho C o n s e rvation League , f o l l owed by 

Robert Butiko f e r .  Ms.  Bu r k e ?  

MS . BURKE : M y  n a m e  i s  L inda Burke . I r e -

s ide a t  3 4 5  South S e v e n t h  Avenue , i n  Pocatel l o ,  I d a h o ,  

and I r e p r e s e n t  the Pocat e l l o  C h a p t e r  of the Idaho 

Conserv a t ion Leagu e .  

The f i r s t  a n d  fundame n t a l  i s sue concerning 

the S I S  P r o j ect is the need f o r  more plutonium. To my 

unders ta nding , p luton ium does not l o se i t s  potency with 

age , a nd any we now pos s e s s  wou l d  be u s a b l e  far into 

the future , c erta i n l y  f arther than a n y  o f  us c a n  see . 

With the recent I N F  Treaty and further prospects f o r  

the START Treaty , i t  i s  obvious that m o r e  a n d  more 

p l u ton ium w i l l  be a va i l a b l e  i n  add i t ion to our a l ready 

exis ting 121 tons o f  weapons grade p lutonium . 

Aga i n s t  t h e s e  fact s ,  the Department of 

Energy h a s  f a i led to e s t a b l i s h  a r e a l  need for 

The most important i s sue we mu s t  consider regarding the 

SIS is pub l i c  environme n t a l  s a fety . 

Tons of p l u t o n ium contaminated waste and 

21 other h a z ardous mat e r i a l s  wil l travel  on Idaho ' s  h ighway 

n As c i t i z e n s , we have no way of knowing where and when 

n t h e s e  s h ipments wi l l  be t rave l ing . The Draft  E I S  makes 

� no mention of a ny p l a n s  f o r  emergency response that woul 

� be c r it i c a l  in d e a l ing with an acc ident t h a t  wou l d  
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release  plutonium.  No d i s cu s s i o n  of med i c a l  treatments , 

c lean-up equipme n t , security c o n s i d e ra t i on s , evacuation 

or u l timate route procedures i s  made . It is mandatory 

that these i s sues  b e  addressed by the DOE if  this 

i s  to proceed . 

Idaho ' s  environment i s  one of our State ' s  

greatest a s s et s . As a native Idahoan and one who h a s  

spent a g reat d e a l  o f  t ime and e n e r g y  w o r k i n g  on  

e nv i ronmental i s sues , I s e e  t h i s  a s  the most crucial  

env i ronmental i s s ue of environmental i ss u e s  to f a c e  

t h i s  state . 

The D E I S  s t a t e s  that t rue waste p roduced 

by the SIS woul d  be trans ported to the waste i s o l a t i o n  

p i l o t  p r o j ect o r  W I PP , i n  N e w  Mexico . Accor d i n g  to the 

New York Time s ,  WIPP has developed leaks  that some 

s c i e nt i s t s  contend wou l d  render the Site u s e l es s .  How-

eve r , no a l terna t ive d i s po s a l  at WIP P is mentioned i n  

t h e  D r a f t  E I S .  Wh a t  i s  more , t h e  Department o f  

T ra n s portation r e f u s e d  to approve the c a s k  d e s i g n  t h a t  

D O E  was p l an n i ng to u s e  t o  s h i p  true waste to W IPP, 

b e c a u s e  t h e  casks  l eaked . DOE has yet to come up with 

a n  a l te r n a t e  d e s i g n .  

T h e r e  are p r e s e n t l y  4 . 4  mi l l ion c u b i c  f e e t  

o f  t rue w a s t e  i n  s torage at t h e  I N EL . For 3 5  years , 

INEL has b e e n  a temporary sto rage s i t e . Recent s tudi e s  

2 4 5  Burke 

show that p l utonium has contaminated s ediment beds 2 3 0  

f e e t  b e l ow b u r i a l  g round s . Idaho o f f i c i a l s  have b e e n  

w o r k i n g  n e a r l y  2 0  years to h a v e  the e x i s t i n g  i nventory 

o f  t rue waste removed f rom INEL . The DOE has continua l l  

b ro k e n  prom i s e s  to s h i p  the waste to a s i te that meets 

t h e i r  c r i te ri a  for s a f e  storag e .  

Furthermor e ,  t h e  INEL S i t e  i s  one of t h e  

worst p l a c e s  to s t o r e  wast e s . It s i t s  atop the Snake 

River P l a i n  Aqu i f e r , the source o f  d r i nking water for 

5 . 3 0 . 4 . 9  

5 . 3 0 . 1 . 1 4 

5 . 1 2 . 5  

10 
much o f  Southeastern Idaho . I t  a l s o  s it s  in a 

1 1  

12 

13 

1 4  

a ctive a re a . I n  1 9 8 8 , Idaho continues to be a temporary 

wa s t e  dump . 

Con s t ruction on the S I S  should not b e g i n  

u n t i l  waste d i s posal a n d  waste d is p o s a l  p l ants  a r e  

1 5  

1 6  

f in a l  and concrete . The DOE h a s  s e riou s l y  contaminated 

the env i ronment at Hanford . Savannah River. Rocky F l at s . ! 
17  Verdal , Los Alamos , Oak Ridge a nd L ivermore nuclear  

18  weapons  d e s i g n  product ion f a c i l i t ie s .  

19 And at t h i s  point  I would l i k e  to state , 

m you k now , j u s t  wonder if the Senators p romi s e s  t h em t h e  

2 1  s ame thing Senato r SymMs j u s t  p romised u s . 

22 If the D r a f t  E I S  f o r  t he Spec i a l  I sotope 

23 Separation P l ant at the I N EL i s  the pa rame t e r  by which 

N we measure the safety of t h i s  P r o j e c t ,  then we have no 

� reason to b e l i eve that our p re c i ous resource , our 
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environment , w i l l  b e  protected b y  the Department o f  

Energ y _  I say n o  t o  the S I S  in Idaho , and I s a y  n o  to 

the SIS anywhere . Thank you for the opportunity to 

speak . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Our f inal organ i z a -

t ional comrnenter representing the studentbody of  the 

Eastern Idaho Vocational -Technical School , Robert 

Butikofer . 

M R .  B UTIKOF E R :  As he stated , I represent 

the Student Coun c i l  and studentbody . I have names 

f rom people f rom v i rtua l l y  every f u l l - t ime course o f  

study at the school supporting the Environmental 

Statement for the S I S , and we a l s o  support the S I S  at 

the INEL Site . 

I wou l d  like to make a short statement , and 

then we ' ll get o n  with i t .  

First o f  a l l , w e  feel l ike sooner or later 

a dec i s ion w i l l  be made to build the SIS,  and al ready 

a d e c i s ion has been made for a s urong nuc l ear deterrent 

20 by our governmen t .  And ,  yes , I guess you could say we 

21 are pro nuclear powe r ,  but yet on the other hand , we 

22 are anti-nuc l ear wa r .  B u t  i f  we proceed with a f u l l -

n scale nuclear chang e ,  i t ' s  a no-win s ituation for e ithe� 

24 s ide . 

25 In the event o f  a nuclear arms treaty , we 
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woul d  be w i l l ing to a c cept that and not only tha t ,  we 

wou l d  b e  w i l l ing to accept any economic imp l i cations it 

may have on our area . But as for the current t ime , the 

pol icy s tandards state and for the imme d iate future 

we ' re going to have plutonium processed in the United 

States , and we feel l ike that the INEL shou l d  have the 

opportunity to do this . 

I wou l d  l ike to give you a l ittle informa-

tion about Eastern Idaho Vocational Techn i c a l  Schoo l . 

It ' s  b a s i c a l l y  a non-traditional type of studentbody 

which means the people have come back and d e c i ded to 

further the i r  education , and not only to benefit them-

selves and fami l i e s ,  but the ir communities • 

The INEL has had a great hand in deve loping 

Eastern Idaho Vocational Techn i c a l  Schoo l .  Many o f  the 

programs there depend part i a l l y  or who l l y  on the con-

tractors at the I N EL hiring graduates out of those 

programs • There are f ive programs that speci f i c a l l y  

train techn i c a l  people f o r  work in t h e  nucl ear indus try . 

W These programs include proc ess technology c l a s s , which 

21 I am a part of and that group of people prepared the 

22 s tatement I am giv ing you tonight . 

23 There is a l s o  radiation safety people , 

N a s surance and non-destruct ive t e st ing , nuc lear 

� training , and decontamination technic ians . 
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are a l s o  other courses at EIVTS which bene f i t  fairly 

directly from employment at the I N E L .  Thes e  include 

o f f ice occupations , bookkeeping , e l ectronic s , people in 

the mechanical  trade s , and also we have welders there . 

Now as student s ,  our concern i s  that the 

INEL pursue work that can keep our graduates in Idaho . 

And i t ' s  important for us to a l so note that EIVTS i s  

not o n l y  ready b u t  w i l l ing t o  supply technically trained 

people for not only the S I S  Proj ect , but a l s o  the other 

INEL Projects that are there and hopefu l l y  will be  

coming down the road . We have a very good working re-

lationship with WINCD . They have made an e f fort to 

hire local people to f i l l  the local  j ob s ,  and we f e e l  

l ike they a r e  a v e r y  good company to h a v e  h e r e  t o  r u n  

t h i s  Project a n d  work with.  

The students o f  E IVTS a l s o  - - I forgot what 

I was going to s a y .  We a l s o  s upport the idea of other 

i ndustries spawning from the technology used in  the S I S  

Pro j ec t .  A s  any local person knows , there are several 

� local businesses that are d irect des cendents or direct 

21 s p i no f f s  o f  work that ' s  a l ready done here . There are 

n several hundred people that work in Idaho F a l l s  that 

23 have companies that deve loped in a nuclear industry 

24 f rom s p i no f f  type operat ions . 

2S There ' s  two other areas I ' d  l ike to shortly 

2 4 9  Butikofer 

addres s ,  and then I wi l l  turn the time to someone e l s e .  

The f irst one i s  transportat ion . A s  it  stands today , 

Idaho i s  al ready in the p lutonium transportation 5 . 2 9 . 3 2 
The two maj o r  routes from the Hanford Re servation to 

any other p l utonium proce s s ing facil ity in the United 

States come s through Idaho . We e ither go through the 

north end o f  the State or through the south end o f  the 

State to achieve these destinations . We feel l ike the 

safety record o f  the people who transport nuclear fue l s  

10 is very good , and I dare to say i f  we put the same re-

1 1  strict ions on the rest of the trucking industry that is  

12 on the peo ple who t ra"nsport the nuclear f u e l s  and nuc l e a  

13  materia l s ,  that we very rare l y  ever hear o f  a trucking 

14 acc ident . We support that , but we wanted to keep it 

15 s a f e , and we want to encourage the Department o f  Energy 

16 to make every effort to make sure that the containers 

17 they use are safe and te sted , as several people have 

18 s tated earl ier today . 

19 The l a s t  area l i d  l ike to addrese is  con-

� cern ing safety operation s .  And we ' ve had several 

21 s peakers here this evening that have t a lked about people 

n that have actua l l y  worked there . Al l the people that 

n have helped me prepare this statement have a l s o  been 

� s ite at the INEL chemical proc e s s ing plant . The ir 

� secur ity and the i r  safety measures are unre a l . 
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you g o ,  i t ' s  the very f i r s t  p r io r i ty .  W I NCQ has a 

great comm i tment in education o f  t hei r  operators and 

other p e r s o nn e l , and not only tha t ,  they have a n  ongoing 

educ a t i o n  departmen t  that i s  a lways i nstruc t i ng them 

and upda t i ng their ski l l s ,  so that no exposure , no 

r e l e a s e s  a re experi enced � And the y ' re interested in  

their  employees in  the e nv i ronme n t , i n  the name of the 

people who l ive l o c al l y  and i n  the are a .  

Aga i n , I ' d  l ik e  t o  t e l l  t h e  Department o f  

Energy that w e  support their a c t i o n  h e r e  and thank you . 

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  L a d i e s  a n d  g e n t l emen , 

t h a t  concludes our l i s t  of governme n t a l  o f f i c i a l s  and 

o rgan i z a tional  speakers . I n  just  a mome n t  we ' re going 

to take a brief  reces s .  Before doing that , I ' d  l ik e  

to n o t e  for t h e  record that the Hea r ing O f f ic e r  i s  i n  

receipt o f  1 4  separate w r i t t e n  questions  propounded b y  

various ind ividual s  and organi za t ion s .  I ' l l coord i nate 

with the Departme nt ' s  O f f ice o f  General Coun c i l  to get 

a ppropr i a t e  responses back to you on th a t .  

A t  t h i s  poi n t  we ' l l b e  i n  recess f o r  f ive 

21 m inutes . 

22 

23 

24 

(A b ri e f  recess was taken . )  

THE HEARING OFFICER : We ' l l now f o rm a l l y  

25 go back on the record . I ' d l ik e  to ask everyone to 
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p l e a s e  be s e a ted . I f  you w a n t  to do any t a l k i ng , I ' d 

a s k  you to go out in the foye r ,  so we c a n  get a l it t l e  

order . I a pp r e c i a te that . 

Ladies  and g entl emen , as I ' m sure most o f  

you o r  i f  not a l l  o f  y o u  a re aware , we have a r a t h e r  

l arge number of individua l s  w h o  h a ve reques ted t o  

pub l i c l y  on record i n  t h i s  proceed ing . As of t h i s  point 

i n  t ime , we s t i l l  have 2 2 1  individuals who have a l l o c a t e  

a t i m e  o f  f ive m i nutes t o  t e s t i f y .  Obvious l y ,  we a r e  

not g o i n g  to get everyone accommodated t h i s  evening . 

As I men t io ned ear l i e r ,  to d e a l  with this 

situat ion , g i ven the Depa rtment ' s  commitment to a l low 

everyone the o pportunity to comme n t  in a meaningful w a y ,  

we w i l l  h ave a c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h i s  hearing s t a r t i n g  on  

Wedn e s d a y .  I t ' s  a lmost 9 : 0 0 .  We intend to continue on 

for a t  l ea s t  a n o t h e r  two hours here this evening to 

receive commen t .  

What we ' re going t o  d o  i s ,  w e  h a ve 5 0  

indiv idual s  who d i d  not have a chance  to commen t  t h i s  

W a fternoo n .  We a r e  going to go a h e ad and start w i t h  them 

21 f irst and go down t h e  l i st  a s  it was provided to you i n  

22 the b a c k  0 f the room . 

23 As I mentioned to you ,  anyone who has pre-

� r e g i s te red f o r  t h i s  h e a r i ng or the hearing t h i s  a f ter-

25  noon o r  r e g i s tered a t  the door a t  e i t h e r  t h i s  evening ' s  
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or t h i s  a f t e rnoo n ' s  hearing w i l l  be accorded the 

opportun i ty to comme n t .  What w i l l  happen i s , i f  you 

don ' t  com�ent by 1 1 : 0 0  t h i s  even i n g ,  we ' l l  automa t i c a l l y  

p u t  y o u  on t h e  l i s t  for the continuation of this  h e a r i ng 

which is now s l ated f o r  Wedne sday the 3 0 t h  of Marc h ,  

back here a t  University P lace . Now our intention i s  

that those o f  you who are p l a n n i ng t o  testify t h i s  

evening , we ' l l automat i c a l l y  r e s c hedule you for t h e  

eve n i ng hearing . Howeve r ,  if f o r  whatever reason you 

d e s i r e  to b e  accommodated during the a f ternoon hearings  

we need to know tha t .  All  you need do i s  go back to  

the reg i s tration tabl e  and f i l l  out one of the f o rms 

so we may accommodate you • 

What I intend to do at this part icular  poin 

15  is recommence the l i s t  of commenters , starting w i t h  

16 Commenter No .. 50  f rom the af ternoon session.  What I ' ve 

17  b e e n  doing i s ,  I ' ve b e e n  ca l l in g  f ive names at a time 

18 and ask those people to come down here to the fron t .  

19 We have pl enty of reserved seats . So when you hear 

20 your name c a l l ed ,  make s ure you come dow n .  I t  r e a l l y  I 
i 21 h e l ps us in terms of mov i n g  t h i s  process  forward . We ' l l: 

22 j us t  c a l l  your name i n  seque n c e ,  and you ' l l have a 

23 chance to comment f o r  f ive minute s .  

24 Now I ' ve b e e n  tol d  that a great number o f  

� people or at least  some numbe r  of people that have come 

2 5 3  

1 0  

1 1  

12 

13 

14  

15  

up f rom outs ide the Idaho F a l l s  area, come f rom con-

s idera b l e  miles to be here this evening . I n  the event 

you don ' t  want to come back on  Wednesday but you do wan 

to h ave a comment entered into the record , i f  you ' ve 

brought w r i tten commen t s  with you , what we ' l l do i s  

s tarting about 1 0 : 4 5  i s  a l low you t o  come up her e ,  g i v e  

y o u r  n a m e  f o r  the record and a s s ign an e x h i b i t  number 

to that commen t .  I f  you want to leave p r ior to that 

t ime , what you need to do i s  l eave your comments , your 

wri tte n comments with o n e  o f  t h e  Departmen t  o f  Energy 

personnel that are back a t  the r e g i s t ration tab l e  o r  

a long the sides  of t h e  room here . 

So with tho s e  ru l e s  f i rmly i n  m i nd , we ' l l 

go ahead - - ye s ,  s i r ?  

UNI DENT I F I E D  SPEAKER :  I b e l ieve you b roke 

16 o f f  t h i s  af ternoon at No . 3 6  or 3 7 ,  not 5 0 .  

1 7  THE HEARING OFFICER : Yes , we l l ,  what 

18  meant to say i s  - - I ' m  so rry we ' re at N o .  38 f rom 

19 t h i s  a f t e rnoon . I apo l o g i z e .  What I meant to say was 

20 we have 5 0  individual s  f rom th is afternoon to 

21 So with tha t ,  what we ' re going to do is re-

22 commence the receipt o f  pub l i c  tes t imony f rom in-

23  d ividua l s . Under the rules  you all  have five minute s . 

� When the g re e n  l ight goes o n ,  that means you have o n e  

25 m i nute to g o .  When the red l ig h t  comes o n  that means 
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your time has elapsed . 

So without further ado we ' l l  go to our next 

commenter , Mr . Jon F .  Walters , f o llowed by Denn i s  

Howel l ,  f o l l owed b y  B e e  Cartee , Carolyn Molen a n d  Cory 

Colvin . 

Jon F. Walters ? 

(No respons e . )  

THE HEARING OFFICER : Dennis Howe l l ?  

( N o  respons e . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Bee Carte e ?  

(No  respons e . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Carolyn L .  Mol e n ?  

(No response . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  We ' l l go to the next 

19 f i v e .  Cory Colv i n ,  S idney Lang e r ,  Winona Saye r ,  Vaughn 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Wagone r ,  Jeff  Wheeler . 

Please ster forward , and state your name 

and add ress for the record . 

M R .  LANG E R :  My name i s  S idney Lange r .  

l ive at P o s t  Office B o x  3 8 5 4 , Idaho Fal l s .  very 

comfort.able accommodations . 

2 5 5  Langer 

10 

11 

12 

14  

15 

I n  today ' s  public environme n t ,  i t ' s  

that one speak with complete cando r .  Therefore , I need 

to tell you that I have been i n  the nuclear industry 

for the past 3 4  years i n  four locations across the 

country . The health impacts o f  that environment have 

been norma l l y  bene f ic i a l . I ' m  here on my own time , 

obviou s l y ,  at my own expense and I s peak only for mysel 

This a fternoon I took vacation time f rom my employment 

in order to attend these hearings . I s upport the 

construct ion of the SIS Pro j ec t ,  and I support it  here 

at the INEL . And the reason for that i s  because I 

it w i l l  be a valuable addition to the DOE weapons 

compl ex and will res u l t  in the lowering of the 

dose to the workers in  that complex and to the m i l itary 

custodians of the nuclear weapons . This  is because it 

16 w i l l  reduce the concentration of P luto n i um 2 4 1  and i t s  

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

radioactive daughters in  a l l  nuclear weapons . 

I wou ld agree , however , with the premise 

that the DOE has f a i l ed to provide in the SIS  a con-

vinc i ng case for the essential  need for the f ac i l ity . 

However , having s a i d  that , let me make the 

following comment. Dr . Cochran pointed out that the 

Department of Energy was prohibited by its rules f rom j 
s i ting h i s  nuc l ear weapons data book in any unclas s i f 1e 

publ ication . However ,  as a private c i t 1 zen , I ' m  rlot 

2 5 6  Langer 
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prohib i ted from doing that . So I went to Dr . Cochran ' s  

d ata book , and I discovered from that book that there 

a re 1 7  metric tons of plutonium for this Pro j e c t .  Then 

I went to the NRDC handout r ight outs ide and picked up 

the fact that the total cost o f  the operation wou ld be 

$ 1 . 0  b i l l ion dollars plus the c o s t  o f  operations . I f  

you divide those numbers through , you can come u p  with 

$ 7 3  a gram as a cost of weapon grade plutonium . Now 

I don ' t  know what it costs , but it doesn ' t  sound out 

of reason to me . 

Secondl y ,  Mr . Reiche r ,  the attorney for 

He said tha tl 
I 

NRDC , d id not complete dOing his  homework . 

nowhere had the DOE agreed to issue a c l a s s i f ied 

appendi x .  That ' s  not correc t . Were he to look a t  the 

Implementation Plan on Page 3 4 , it  states very very 

clearly that there w i l l  be a c l a s s i f ied appendix to 

the Draft  Environmental Statement produced . So 

clear l y ,  those things are answered . 

In my view , and that view has been re-

i nforced by the views of the l a s t  seven Secretaries of 

Defense including present-day Doug Robert McNamara and 

22 Harol d  Brown . And M r .  McNamara , f o r  those of you who 

23 are too young , served under Pres ident John Kennedy . 

� The i r  v i ew was the total e l imination of nuclear weapons 

� w i l l  not be obtained in the foreseeable f uture , even 

2 5 7  Langer 

though the pos s ib l e  reductions in  the number of warheads 

is  f eas ib l e .  

Thus , reduction o f  t h e  occupational dose 

to workers in  the comp l e x  o f  the m i l i tary is  a worthwh i l  

goal a n d  it i s  a l s o  in accordance w i t h  t h e  ALARA 

I t  may even b e  mandated by the ALARA princ i p l e .  

Second l y ,  and I don ' t  think t h i s  i s  ment ione 

in the EI S ,  the S I S  wi l l  produce weapons grade 5 . 28 . 2  
with far l e s s  was t e , part i c u l a r l y  high level waste , 

'0 than reactors dependent methods of producing weapons 

" grade pluton ium . 

'2 Now two issues have been d i scussed today, 

'3 one the issue o f  need and mora l ity o f  nuclear weapons . 

'4 I ' ve al ready ta lked about the need . My f inal  comments 

15 w i l l  be on mora l i t y .  T h e  opponents o f  construction have 

'6 stated that this is  a moral issu e , so l et ' s  p roc eed on 

17 that b a s i s  and determine whether the United States wears 

'8 a moral white hat or the moral b lack hat a s  our opponent 

'9 imp l y .  

20 In 1 9 7 7 ,  t h i s  country first delayed and then 

2' banned the reprocess ing of spent commerc ial nuc l ear 

22 fuel a s  an incentive to other nations to do the s ame . 

n The objective was to reduce the chance for pro l i feration 

24 of plutonium commerce i n  nuclear weapon s .  Look how 

� successful our shining example has been . Four countries 

2 5 B  Langer 
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i n  Europe have reproc e s s i ng p l an t s  that d ivert p l uton ium 

e ither to weapons or nuc l e a r  reactor s .  Japan has a 

p l ant under construc t i o n ;  I s ra e l  h a s  a non- s a f eguarded 

reproc e s s i ng plant with a reported stockpile  of 1 0 0  

weapons .  S o  once aga i n , our moral p e r s u a s ion h a s  

f a iled , a n d  once a g a i n  w e  have l o s t  t h e  technolog ical 

l eader s h i p ,  i n  t h i s  i nstance by government i n t e n t .  

Anyone w h o  t h i n k s  they c a n  d i s  i nvent pl utonium and 

nuclear weapons or nuclear  pow e r  a l so t h i nk s  h e  can 

unscramb l e  a n  egg . The U . S .  has tak en the high road , 

but the r e s t  of the world h a s  not fol lowed . Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  T h e  w r i t t e n  tes timony 

o f  S idney Langer wil l  b e  i n c l uded a s  Exh i b i t  No. 91 in 

the record . 

I ' l l go down the l i s t  of t h e  next f ive 

commen ters : Winona Sayer , Vaughn Wagoner , J e f f  Whe el e r ,  

Bruce Campbel l ,  Ron D a y .  A r e  any o f  t h o s e  individuals  

present?  

The next g roup w i l l  b e  Bill  Fohrenck , Don  

Mackay , Lamar Hayward , Peter  Lambardo z z i  and Jim Reed . 

Are any of them p r e s e n t ?  

I f  y o u  w o u l d  g i v e  y o u r  n a m e  and address f o r  

the record . 

M R .  ROBERTSON : Rober t  L .  Robertso n ,  J r .  

I l ive i n  Pocat e l l o ,  Idaho , 1 6 4 4  E a s t  Fremont , and I ' m  

2 5 9  Robe r t s o n  

'8 

10 

1 1  

12 

13  

tak i n g  the p l a c e  of No . 4 5 ,  Vaughn Wagone r .  

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  Yes ,  we had tha t .  

sorry . You may go ahead , s i r .  

M R .  ROBERTSON : A s  I s tated e a r l i e r ,  I ' m 

, . J 
Robert L .  Robertso n ,  J r . ,  Pocate l l o ,  1 6 4 4  E a s t  Fremon t ,  

a n d  I h av e  j u s t  a b r i e f  commen t .  

What t h e  S I S  i s  t o  m e  a n d  t h e  State o f  

The S I S  w i l l  mean j obs  f o r  me and my many f r iends that 

a re unemployed . It means  s t a b i l i t y  and economic g rowth 

for the State and the commu n i t y .  I t  m e a n s  needed tax 

d o l l a r s  for our education sy s tem and w i l l  secure o u r  

n a t i o n a l  d e f e ns e . 

The P r e s ident and the Cong r e s s  have s a i d  

t h a t  we n e e d  s u c h  a P ro j ec t ,  a n d  o u r  State Senators 

1 5  and Congressmen say the s ame . These are the people that 

16  we e l e c t  to make these type d e c i s ions  for u s .  They 

1 7  know b e t t e r  than we about the needs of such p l ants . 

18 As for the sa fety o f  the INEL , it h a s  a n  

1 9  e xc e l l en t  s a fety record . I f  it was  not so , it wou l d  

20 not be i n  operation now.  

21 It i s  t ime f o r  the working people of the 

n State to be h e a r d .  I f  t h e  people  that b u i l t  t h e  f i r s t  

n a ir p l a n e  would h ave s a id , " We cannot b u i l d  this  p l a n e  

� because i f  it f a l l s , i t  w i l l  k i l l  peopl e , "  we wou l d  not 

� have a i r p l a n e s  today , now would we ? "  

2 6 0  Robertson 
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taking the place of No. 45, vaughn Wagoner.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Yes, we had that. I'M

sorry. You may go ahead, sir.

MR. ROBERTSON: As I stated earlier, I'm

Robert L. Robertson, Jr., Pocatello, 1644 East Fremont,

and I have just a brief comment.

What the SIS is to me and the State of

The SIS will mean jobs for me and my many friends tbggho

are unemployed. It means stability and economic growth

for the State and the community. It means needed tax

dollars for our education system and will secure our

national defense.

The President and the Congress have said

that we need such a Project, and our State Senators

and Congressmen say the same. These are the people that

we elect to make these type decisions for us. They

know better than we about the needs of such plants.

As for the safety of the INEL, it has an

excellent safety record. If it was not so, it would

not be in operation now.

It is time for the working people of the

State to be heard. If the people that built the first

airplane would have said, "We cannot build this plane

because if it falls, it will kill people," we would not

have airplanes today, now would we?"

260 Robertson
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S o  I ' d  say yes  to S I S ,  and I thank you f o r  

y o u r  s uppo r t .  

T H E  HEARING OFFICER:  Ladies  and g e n t l eme n ,  

I ' m  i nformed t h a t  t h e  Depa rtmen t ' s  personne l  i n  t h e  

b ack h a v e  b e e n  talking to s o m e  o f  y o u  about various 

trades . So i f  I read your name and you ' ve a l ready 

t raded with someo n e ,  p l e a s e  step forward and iden t i fy 

that , because we don ' t  have that i nf o rmation here . 

Thank you , t h e  written comment o f  Rob e r t  L .  

Robertson , Jr . w i l l  b e  i n c l uded as  Exhibit No . 9 2  i n  

the record . 

I wi l l  read the next group of commenters we 

h ave on our l i s t :  J .  A l l e n  Jensen , Jim Ovard , Linda 

Mart i n ,  Mayor John Port e r ,  L .  T .  Carte e .  Are any of  

those i nd i viduals here?  

I f  you would come forward , s t a t e  your name 

and addres s  for the record . 

M R .  REE D :  J im Reed , 9 6 5  Boi s e  Avenue , Idaho 

F a l l s .  I ' m  kind o f  g lad t o  be a b l e  to make t h i s  s p e e c h  

by now , b ecause I ' ve b e e n  here a l l  day a n d  my f r i e n d s  

2 1  h a v e  watered this t h ing down s o  bad that p r e t t y  s o o n  

n I ' d  j u s t  hand i t  i n .  They told me I couldn 1 t  even s how 

n you my copy of that Mur i e l ' s  i n ,  be-

� cause it ' s  too s e x y .  So I won ' t  show you t h a t . I ' l l  

� j u st go on with my s p e e c h .  

2 6 1  Reed 

10 

" 

12 

13 

14  

1 5  

I ' m p roud to work with people at the S i te , 

and I am proud to be an Ame r i c a n .  I ' m proud t o  have 

been g iv e n  the opportu n i t y  to p l ay whatever sma l l  part 

I do play i n  supporting the I N E L  a nd h e l p i ng our 

country ' s  n a t iona l d e f en s e .  

Quite the oppo s ite f rom t h e  Snake River 

A l l iance . Rather than b e i ng a shamed of par t i c i p a t i ng 

i n  our greater nation ' s  d e f e n s e  capab i l i t ie s ,  I am 

proud to be a p a r t  of t h a t  e f f o r t . 

cannot imagi n e  a c i t i z e n  of these Uni ted 

States b e ing opposed to a strong national defens e .  The 

only c o n c e i va b l e  group that I can imag i ne being oppos e d  

to the s t r e ngth o f  our n a t i o n  i s  t h a t  pol it i c a l  

t h a t  woul d  l i k e  to see us a l l  des troyed . I ,  therefore ,  

que s t i o n  the motives of the Snake River Al l iance and 

16 t h e i r  pol i t ical  a f f i l ia t io n .  I s  t h e i r  loya l ty with our 

1 7  country o r  s o m e  o t h e r ?  But e nough o f  w h o  t h e y  are . 

16 I t  h a s  always been a wonder of mine how t h e  

1 9  people  o f  I d a h o  cons i st e n t l y  s a y  we a r e  n o t  i n f luenced 

� by outs ide f o rces . But at t h e  s ame t ime , we seem to 

21 have a propens ity to l e t  o u r s e l ves  be duped by t h e s e  

22 outs ide force s . 

23 You w i l l  remember j u s t  a s hort time ago we 

� were duped by another national  orga n i z a t ion , the 

25  Na t i o n a l  Right To Work Committee . They brought actors 
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i nto our community via our te levis ion and our news 

media to t e l l  us how to vote . The quality of actors 

was somewhat better than those used by the Snake River 

A l l iance - - when Murial stepped out o f  Moses 

stepped out o f  the Bib l e  to have quite a b i t  o f  

i n f l uence over our j udgment . 

What has t h i s  gotten us ? Many l o s t  j obs , 

lower wages and a lot of suf fering from the people i n  

t h e  work force who c a n  least a f ford it . Now w e  have 

10 
another national org a n i z a tion trying to inf luence our 

" j udgmen t ,  the Snake River A l l iance . They have a pro-

12 fessional person , hired f u l l -time to do nothing but 

13  cause a s  many prob lems as pos s ib l e  for our INEL S i te . 

,.  You will remember that when ques t ioned 

15  about her funding not long ago , L i z  Paul as  much as 

16 told us it was none of our busine s s .  Now she says some 

17 o f  her fundihg comes from outside foundations . She has  

1 8  brought i n  actors , too . And as said before , while 

, .  they are not the c a l iber o f  the National Right To Work 

� Committee ' s  actors , they are s t i l l  pro f e s s ional actors 

21 f rom Hol lywood who seem to be able to convince us that 

22 what they say is  tru e .  

23 The Snake River A l l iance told us to l e t  

� Idaho d e c i d e ,  but Monday in a TV interview L i z  Paul 

25  said that s h e  probably could not muster the support she 

2 6 3  Reed 

1 0 6 2  

needed i n  the State o f  Idaho t o  defeat the S I S ,  s o  s h e  

would h a v e  to go beyond I d a h o  to t h e  Congress and lobby 

them to end fund ing . 

What is the truth f rom thes e  outsiders?  

They come here f rom various parts  of the country , f rom 

the l and of fruits and nuts in the West and f rom 

Disneyland East .  These peopl e  come to I daho and t h i nk 

they have some inf luence over us s ince they are f rom 

the so-called more important sections of the country . 

10 We l l ,  I have a message for these people :  We have heard 

" enough f rom the land of fruits and nuts and we have 

12 heard enough from the so-ca l led experts of the Eas t .  

13 We do not need anymore o f  the ir rhetoric 

and l i e s .  L e t  Idaho dec ide ; l e t  us dec i d e ;  w e  have 

15 dec ided ; we have decided - - yes , yes , for the S I S .  

16 

17 

16 

,. 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  T h e  written s tatement 

o f  Mr. Jim Reed i s  now marked a s  Exh i b i t  No . 9 3  to be 

i nc l uded i n  the record a s  s u c h .  

O u r  n e x t  commenter a t  th i s  p o i n t  i s  J .  Al l enl 

� Jen s e n ,  whose written comments w i l l  be marked Exhi b i t  

21  No . 94 and put i n  the record . 

22 M r .  Jensen? 

23 M R .  JENSEN : My name i s  J .  Allen Jens e n .  

� 1 ' m  a res ident of Idaho F a l l s ,  at 2 9 5 5  East 9 7 t h  South . 

� I moved here f rom S a l t  Lake C i ty in 1 9 6 1 .  

2 6 4  Jensen 
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Before my retirement in December , 1 9 8 4 ,  my 

occupation was that of President  and General Manager o f  

KID Broadcasting Corpora t ion , which operated radio 

s tat ions K I D  and KID-FM and t e l e v i s ion station KID-TV. 

I was engaged i n  the commu n i c a t i o n s  business for Some 

45 years . 

Having examined the Draft  Env i ronmental 

Sta tement which was prepared i n  accordance w i t h  

regulatory a n d  statutory l aw ,  I w i s h  t o  go on  record 
10 a s  one who emphatically supports the OEI S concl usion s ,  

1 1  name l y  that t h e  S I S  Pro j e c t  i s  needed i n  order to 

12 ful f i l l  the respon s i b i l i t i e s  of the Department o f  Energy 

13  concerning nuclear mate r i a l s  f o r  t h e  defense o f  this 

14 n a t i o n , that the INEL is the p r e f e rred s i te for the 

1 5  cons truction a n d  operation o f  the S I S ,  and t h a t  t h i s  

1 6  construction a n d  operation c a n  b e  accomp l i shed w i t h i n  

1 7  the h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  s tandards required b y  l aw .  

18 I w i l l  omit some of my written statement s ,  

19 i n  the interest o f  saving a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  time . 

20 Opponents of the S I S  P r o j e c t  protest that 

21  to produce weapons grade plutonium endangers the peace 

22 of �he wor l d ,  that we should be d i s ma n t l i ng our nuc l e a r  

n weapons i ns tead of making more of them . 

24 I t  must be apparent that u n ilateral d i s -

� armament i n  the present s tate o f  the world woul d  be the 

2 6 5  Jensen 

most s tupid thing that we could d o .  Howe v e r ,  I want 

to empha s i z e  that nucl e a r  war woul d  be total insan i t y .  

B u t  you don ' t  g e t  away f rom it b y  abandoning o u r  nuc l ea 

weapo n s . Even though the United States and Rus s i a  m ight 

agree on  a program o f  n u c l ear d i sarmanent , they both 

k now that there are part ies with the capabi l i ty of 

i n f l icting  nuclear b lackmail upon �s .  I t  seems to me 

not wise to postpone or forego the construction o f  an 

S I S  because we might have d i s a rmament before i t  cou l d  

10 f u l f i l l  its m i s s ion . Universal nuclear d i sarmament i s  

1 1  long way into the .future , unfortunate l y .  

12 As a propon e n t  o f  the cons truct ion and 

13 operation of the S I S  at INEL , there are some things I 

14 l ik e  t o  s a y  about i t . 

15 F i r s t ,  the P r o j e c t  wou l d  be a welcome long-

16 boost to the economy of Idaho . 

17  Second , with the new laser technology , the 

18 that technology tra n s f e r  would bring to 

19 i ndustrial opportunity i n  I daho are monumenta l , 

� that s hould not l ik e l y  be foreclos ed . 

3 . 4  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1  

5 . 2 7 . 9 . 2  

21 And third I the construction and operat i o n  o f  5 .  2 7  . 6 .  1 
� ' "  " 0 " """ " '.,' "m"., .,', ' " ., " '"" ,,' 

n 
ase so that mater�al a s s � s tance could be g�ven to the 

� u e s t  for h igher educat�onal  s tandards and ach�evements , 

� art�cul a r l y  in our VO-Tech school s and in our 
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In conclus ion , I r e s tate my support f o r  the 

! impl ement a t ion of the SIS P ro j e c t  a t  the Idaho National 
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Eng i n e e r i n g  Laboratory w i th t h i s  observa t i o n : 

Years ago , t h e  people of Areo welcomed a 

new technology as the i r  c ity was b r i e f l y  i l l umina ted 

by e l e c t r i c ity f rom the Experime n t a l  Breeder Reacto r . 

We have another opportunity now at INEL f o r  a new 

technol ogy t h a t  could i l luminate f o r  y e a r s  to corne 

the b a s i c  economic s tructure of th i s  a r e a . 

May I quote a s hort v e r s e  f rom the f ir s t  

chapter o f  the Book o f  Genes i s , w h i c h  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  

v e r y  s t u f f  from which o u r  u n i v e r s e  was  mad e :  Let there I 
be l i g h t .  Thank you . l THE H EARING OFF I C E R :  I ' m  g o i ng t o  g o  down 

the speaker ' s  l i s t  a g a i n .  I rea l i z e a l o t  of individual , 

I a s sume , have l e f t  because  they ' re p l a n n ing to t e s t i fy I 
on Wednes day . In add i t i o n  to tha t ,  a numbe r  of t h es e  

i ndividua l s  whose  name I ' m  c a l l i ng I ' m  s u r e  have entered 

in  their written commen t s  i n  the record . Jim avard , 

Linda Marti n ,  Mayor John Porte r ,  L .  T .  C a r t e e , Ken 

2 1  Ko l l er . 

22 I f  any o f  those people a r e  h e r e , we a s k  

23 t hem to come down f ro n t . 

24 S i r ,  i f  you wou ld g i ve us you r name a nd 

� addre s s  f o r  the record . 
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MR. HAYWARD : M y  name i s  LaMar Hayward . 

live at 1 7 9  West  2 0 th Street in Idaho Fa l l s .  I am in 

support o f  the SIS P r o j ect , and I ' m also in  suppo r t  o f  

the S I S  P r o j ect i n  Idaho . 

I have s e e n  on TV and read in the newspaper 

of some non-support for this  P ro j �c t ,  and i t  upsets me 

a s  a r e s ident that t h e s e  peop l e  have chose part- time 

res idents a nd out o f  s ta t e  peo p l e  to represent them 

because  o f  t hei r  popul a r i t y .  And they h a v e  dec ided to 

use  s c a re tactics  and the l a c k  of f a c t s  to show t h e i r  

p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  w h e n  the facts  a r e  that t h e  S I S  P r o j e c t  

is  a s a f e r  and cheaper way t o  produce t h e  n u c l e a r  

m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  our governme n t  requ i r e s  D O E  t o  produce . 

The S I S  is prog r e s s  in the mak ing , a new 

and s a fe r  technology . Why should we use  smoke s ig n a l s  

w h e n  we h a v e  te lephones ? 

Over the p a s t  month and a h a l f  I have talked! 

to over 1 5 0  people , mos tl y  f riends , neighbo r s ,  bus in e s s  

acqua i n t a n c e s  and p e o p l e  on  the j o b  a b o u t  t h e  S I S  

P ro j ec t . A n d  a l l  h a v e  been i n  support o f  the P r o j e c t .  

2 1  N o  o n e  I ' ve talked t o  h a s  b e e n  opposed to i t .  This  

22  t e l l s  me that I daho people want to h e l p  make this  a 

23 s af e r  p l a c e  f o r  a l l  o f  u s ,  and a l s o  b e  a p a r t  o f  the 

� new technology that is going to make the nuc l e a r  in-

� dustry a s a fe r  and mo re produ c tive one . 
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T h e  INEL h a s  a g r e a t  safety record , a nd I 

f e e l  one o f  the reasons  f o r  t h i s  i s  the people who work 

a t  the INEL take pride i n  t h e i r  work . And they a l so 

want a s a f e  env i ronment where they and their  f a m i l i e s  

can work a nd l iv e .  

I hope t h e  D O E  w i l l  b r ing the S I S  t o  t h e  

INEL so Idaho can s h o w  the wor l d  the s af e r  ways o f  the 

futu r e .  Thank �'OU . 

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  I ' ve been reques ted 

by the security personnel that they wou l d  l ike to keep 

the two exits  i n  t h e  b a c k  somewhat c l ear , so t h o s e  of  

you who a r e  s tanding t h e r e , take a s e a t  o r  a t  l e a s t  

s t a n d  away f rom the doo r . 

As I run down t h e  speaker ' s  l is t , if you 

h appen to hear your name , p l ease s te p  forward to the 

f ront : Mayor John porte r , L .  T .  C a r te e ,  Ken Ko l l a r ,  

Jenni f e r  Merriam , Harry G u e l zow , Dave Hense l . 

P l e a s e  state  your name and g i ve us your 

addre s s , plea s e . 

MS . MART I N :  My name i s  Linda S .  Mart i n .  

21 l i ve at 1 8 8 5  Montic e l l o  in Idaho F al l s .  I wou l d  l ik e  tc 

22 thank you for t h i s  opportunity to s peak here today . My 

n reason f o r  being h e r e  is to i n form you that contrary to 

� what our e l ected o f f ic i a l s  have s a id h e r e  today - - not 

25 everyone i n  t h i s  commun i ty o f  Idaho Fa l l s  i s  d i s p l ay i ng 
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or wea r i ng a s ig n  Yes S I S . I am not a nd I do n o t  want 

the SIS P r o j e c t  l o cated a t  the I N E L .  

I n  1 9 5 3  I w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m a n y  c h i l d r e n  who 

moved to Idaho Fal l s  f rom other parts o f  the country . 

I came b e c a u s e  my father  was a nuclear e n g i n e e r  and 

nuc l e a r  r e s e a r c h  was underway a t  the fac i l i ty b u i l t  in 

the Arco d e s e r t . grew up t h i nk i ng my dad was a p a r t  

of the very cutting e d g e  o f  nuc l e a r  r e s e a rc h .  I a s k  

DOE - - why n o t  i nv i t e  p r o j e c t s  h e r e  that c o n t i n u e  the 

o r i g i n a l  s p i r i t  of  research - - r e s e a rch which looks 

i nto peacetime u s e  o f  nuc l e a r  e ne rgy rather than the 

convers ion o f  portions of the f a c i l ity into nuc l e ar 

weapons produ c t i o n ?  

I h a v e  l i ste ned c a r e f u l l y  t o  t h e  a rguments 

f o r  the p la c ement of the S I S  h e r e .  I h a v e  r e a d  the 

portions o f  the E n v i ronme n t a l  and i t  h a s  

provided me n o  a s surance t h a t  the United S t a t e s  Govern-

18 ment does not addr e s s  th is  i s s u e . I t  is i ndeed a v i t a l  

19 quest ion wh i c h  mus t  be a nswered b e fore we as  res idents 

w of the State of I d ah o ,  and spe c i f i c a l ly c it i z e n s  o f  

21 t h i s  commu n i t y ,  put our s e lves at risk . The s tud�' te l l s  

22 me our env i r o nment w i l l  be impacted by the presence of 

23 p luton ium o n  our roads and by the nuc l e a r  waste 

24 to be h idden in our s o i l . 

25 I do not b e l ieve our community needs the 
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SIS Pro j ect to econom i c a l l y  s urvive . There are a l ter-

native i ndustries i n  this country that could be invited 

to locate i n  Idaho F a l l s . I am aware that the Idaho 

Depa rtment o f  Commerce and our Governor are l ooking to 

invite such indus try to Idaho,  but our State i s  so uniqu 

d i ff erent in  many s e c t i o n s  o f  the State that  it i s  

impo s s i b l e  to s e l l  Idaho i n  broad , swe eping , general iz e d  

terms . O u r  commun i ty a n d  Southesa t  Idaho i s  t ru l y  t h e  

b e s t  p l a ce to l ive . To DOE - - we do not w a n t  n u c l e a r  

w e a p o n s  product i o n  here . To our commun i t y  l eaders I 

want to say - - l et us be creative with the i n fo rmation 

we have comp i l e d  - - look f o r  new , c l ea n  indus t ry a nd 

s how them Idaho is the pl ace to b e .  Why not encourage 

support i ng i ndus try to come to Idaho F a l l s  to s e rv i c e  

the p r e s e n t  proj ects at  I NEL?  Let us  convince our INEL 

n e ighbors that they s ho u l d  seek p r o j ects wh i c h  a r e  not 

weapons re lated . 

value  my t ime o f  growing up �ere in t h i s  

commu n i ty .  l e f t  Idaho for a number o f  years a f t e r  

h igh s chool but w h e n  i t  c a m e  t i m e  to choose where I 

wou l d  r a i s e  a family  I chose Idaho Fa l l s .  I am 

22 proud o f  t h i s  community . I b e l i e v e  the contractors and 

23 their  empl oyees who h ave come and gone through the years 

� h ave acted r e s po ns i b l y  w i t h  the p r o j e c t s  they were given  

� compl e t e .  B u t  t h i s  S I S  P ro j e c t  i s  not i n  harmony 
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with o u r  past here i n  t h i s  commun i t y  and i s  not how I 

see us b u i l d ing the future for our c h i l d r e n .  I w i l l  

continue to g i v e  m y  t ime a n d  e nergy to a c t i v i t i e s  which 

enhance the w e l l-being o f  the c i t i zens o f  this wonder-

ful c i t y .  S I S  w i l l  n o t  h e l p  o u r  we l l -being a n d  I d o  

not w a n t  t h e  P r o j ect i n  Idaho Fal l s .  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  T h e  w r i t t e n  comments 

o f  L i nd a  Martin will be ente red i nto the record as  

Exhibit 9 5 .  

Mov i n g  on , l e t � me g o  ahead and g o  down the 

witness  l is t  here and ask those i ndi vidua l s  to step 

forward : Mayor John Porter ,  L .  T .  C a rtee , Ken Kol l e r ,  

J e n n i f e r  Merriam , Harry Gue l zow , Dave Hense l .  

S i r ,  i f  you would give your name a n d  address 

for the record . 

MAYOR P O RTER : My name i s  John Porter ,  I 

am the Mayor of the C i ty of Rexburg . The C i ty Coun c i l  

h a s  endorsed the Spe c i a l  I so tope Separation P r o j e c t  a n d  

h a s  d i rected m e  to make a presentation today favo r i ng  

the P r o j ect and urging  i t �  e a r l y  construc t i o n .  

I a l so s e rve a s  s e c retary-treasurer o f  

22 East C e n t r a l  Idaho P l an n i ng and Development Associa t i o n , 

23 a n  orga n i zation of the n i ne counties of Idaho ' s  Seventh 

� D i s tr i c t , i n c l ud i ng the c i t i e s  i n  the D i s t r ic t .  We have 

� r e s ponsible for bringing into the a r e a  o v e r  S 5 0  

2 7 2  Portei' 
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m i l l i o n  i n  economic development ,  and we support those 

pro j ects that w i l l  s t imulate our economy and create new 

job opportun i ties . The SIS Proj ect f its  this  categor y .  

I a m  a native o f  East Idaho . I have , during 

my l if e t i m e ,  seen many changes . I was pub l isher and 

editor of the Standard-Journal newspapers for 

many years and have been active in community development 

through Chamber o f  Commerce work . I rec a l l  the enthu-

s iasm the announcement rece ived in East Idaho that the 

Atomic Energy Comm i s s ion would es tab l i s h  the Atomic 

Reactor Project on the Area desert area . None of us 

rea l iz ed the s i z e  of the Project o r  the impact i t  woul d  

have but we welcomed i t  and g a v e  our f u l l  support .  We 

were unaware of any danger of nucl e a r  contaminat ion but 

had we been more aware I ' m sure we would s t i l l  have 

approved the pro j ec t .  H i s tory h a s  proven u s  right . 

have been no serious accidents or probl ems at the Site 

and our economy has b een greatly enhanc e d .  

The record a t  I N E L  is a mod e l  o f  s a f e t y  that 

is  the envy of the nat ion . There has been no serious 

acc idents and there i s  no reason to b e l ieve we have 

anything to fear if the S I S  is  constructed at the I NEL 

Si te . 

This safety record has been mainta ined 

despite s ome serious d i sa sters in the area . We ' ve 

2 7 3  Porter 
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exper ienced earthquakes . The mos t  recent was in the 

Cha l l is area . Before that there was one a t  Hebgon Lake 

and Y e l l owstone Park . No damage resul ted at the I N EL 

S it e  a lthough it was c l o s e  to the epicente r .  We sur-

v ived the Teton Dam d i s a s t e r . There have been a few 

malfunction acc idents in equ ipment a t  the Site but no 

serious l if e  loss  or contamination has resulted . The 

INEL management has been f rank and forthright in re-

porting such acc idents and have kept the pub l i c  f u l l y  

informed o f  any prob lem.  This  has g iven u s  conf idence 

the opera t i o n .  We have no reason to bel ieve this atti-

tude will  change . 

The pr imary purpose of the S I S  Pro j e c t  i s  

to enhance t h e  security o f  our natio n .  I t  w i l l  u s e  

i s o tope separation techno logy to remove undes ired iso-

tope f rom government owned p luton ium to su pport defense 

3 . 2 . 2  

17  appl i c a tions . This is needed as a part o f  our national 4 . 1 5 . 4  
18 defense s y s tem . The pro c e s s  w i l l take pl ace someplace 

19 i n  the United States if not a t  the INEL . Denying con-

� struction here w i l l  not stop productio n .  But by having 

21 it at I N EL we w i l l  gain the value of the s ide e f f ects 

2 2  from the new laser techno l o g y .  T h i s  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  the 

n development o f  sate l l ite indus t r i es being estab l ished 

� by private indu s try in t h i s  area . 

25 Let ' s  l ook at the immediate benefit to 
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to enhance the security of our nation. lase

struction here will not stop production. But by having

development of satellite industries being established
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East  Idaho and the State of Idah o .  The plant  and 

c ap i t a l  equipment w i l l  total $ 5 0 5  mi l l ion . Devel opment 

and operation suppor t  wi l l  be $ 4 3 2  m i l l i o n . Th i s  i s  a 

total for the P r o j e c t  reaching $ 9 3 7  m i l l ion . That w i l l  

g ive o u r  economy a much n eeded shot i n  the arm at  a 

t ime when our f a r m ,  t imber and mining indus tries are 

su f f er i n g . Construction i s  a l s o  i n  the doldrums . 

The operation costs , once the building i s  

compl eted , w i l l  b e  $ 6 4  mi l l ion annual l y  and w i l l  employ 

5 . 2 7 . 4 . 5  TO over 7 0 0  peop l e . This  w i l l  stop the exodus of our 

1 1  popu l a t i o n  to other s t a t e s  where d e f e n s e  proj ects are 

12  i n  operation . 

13 A few days ago there was an economic con-

14 ference held i n  the River s ide-San Bernadino area of 

15  C a l i f o rn i a .  A report f rom a s urvey given a t  t h e  con-

16 ference s h owed there were 3 2 0 0  new j obs being created 

1 7  each month i n  t h a t  a r e a . T h i s  employment increase was 

c re a ted f rom t h e  huge defense indu s t r i e s  l o c ated in the 

19 a r e a  along  with the s uppor t  j ob s . I ' m  not advocating 

W such a mass ive growth f o r  East Idaho . I would not want 

21 that to h a ppen . But I want a mode s t  g rowth to provide 

22 j ob s  a nd opportunity f o r  the youn g  p e o p l e  of Idaho who 

23 t o  r em a i n  h e r e  and e n j oy the marvelous l i f e s ty l e  

� a l l  l ove . We want our a r e a  to b e  a p l a c e  where young 

25 people  c a n  r a i s e  t h e i r  fami l ie s , own t h e i r  own homes and 
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e n j oy l i f e  a s  i t  should be in  Amer i ca . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  The written commen t s  

o f  Mayor Porter  wi l l  be inc luded i n  t h e  r ecord a s  

Exh i b i t  No . 9 6 .  

Go ahead and s t e p  forward , p l ea s e .  I ' l l 

run down the l is t  and i f  you h e a r  your naMe c a l l e d , 

s te p  f o rward down here to the staging a r e a : L .  T .  

C a rtee , K e n  Kol l e r ,  Jenn i f e r  Mer riam , Harry Gu e l z ow ,  

Dave Hen s e n ,  Steve Sprin g , Larry Chapp l e ,  S teve Ritc h i e .  

I f  you wou l d  state your name a n d  address 

f o r  t h e  record . 

MS . BUCHL I :  My name i s  S h i r l ey Buch l i .  I 

r e s i d e  at Ten Davis Drive , Pocate l l o ,  Idah o .  

As a res ident o f  t h e  State o f  Idaho f o r  the 

p a s t  19  years  and a s  a person involved i n  l aboratory 

and chemical  safety , i n  addition to involvement i n  a 

tox i c  task force  f o r  Southeastern Idah o ,  I f e e l  comp e l l e  

f o r  t h e  f ir s t  t ime i n  m y  l i fe to s peak o u t  pub l icly on  

t h i s  i ss u e . I think it is very very c r i t i c a l  to the 

m future of I daho . 

21 In the Draft Environme n t a l  Stateme n t ,  DOE 

22 states  tha t  there i s  a need f o r  " redundanc y "  i n  produc-

23 t ion capac i t y .  According to the d i c t ionary,  redundancy 

� is d e f i ned a s  exceeding what is n a tu r a l , u sual  o r  

� n e c e s sary . I could not agree more . Th i s  whole P r o j e c t  
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i s  redundant . 

The economic impa c t s  a re proj ec ted to be 

many . What w i l l  happen to Southeastern  Idaho l s  economy 

when a l l  the existing p lu to n ium s tocks have been re-

p roce s se d ?  Will we have an  economic wastel and such as 

H a n f o rd , Washington with high unemployment , empty home s ,  

d e f u n c t  bus inesses , and no one here to pay the i r  taxes 

to support all of the i n c re a s ed loads which wi l l  be 

p l aced on all the e x i s t i ng f a c i l it i e s ? Page 5 - 1 6  o f  

' 0  the D E I S  s tates  t h a t  t h e r e  m a y  b e  overcrowd ing of o u r  

" schoo l s . I ask  you , who w i l l  pay f o r  that impac t ,  our 

, 2  c h i ldren , our teache r s , our a l ready overcrowded schoo l s ?  

'3 According to the s tatement made at l a s t  

' 4  year ' s  economic summit , we i n  Idaho want t o  attract 

' 5  new b u s i n e s s e s  which will  b e  a p e rmanent part o f  Idaho . 

' 6  We have no guarantees that the S I S  w i l l  be perman e n t .  

1 7  And even i f  i t  is,  are  we w i l l ing to t i e  ou r economic 

'8 future to the nuclear ind u s t ry which is  s u b j ect to the 

'9 p o l i t ical  whims of those at the center  of our govern-

W m e n t ?  Furthermore , h o w  can we a t ract n e w  b u s i n e s s e s  

2' and expect to expand our tou r i s t  i ndustry when peop l e  

22 k now that we are dependent on the ma nufacture of 

23 mate r i a l s  for nuc l e a r  w a r fa"r e in Idaho ? Is this really 

� cons i s te n t  w i th our a ttempts to attract people f rom 

25 t h i s  p a rt of the country f o r  a l l  i t s  scenic beauty , i t s  

2 7 7  Buch l i  

unhurried way o f  l i f e  and i t s  w i l d e r ne s s ?  I think not . 

East Idaho B u s i n e s s  Maga z ine for February 

and Ma rch , 1 9 8 8 ,  Page 25 s t a te s , " I t  has the poten t i a l  

t o  generate s i g n i f icant national  interest a n d  regiona l 

opportu n i ty . "  I submit that it w i l l  certa inly do t h a t .  

P e o p l e  w h o  t r u l y  c a r e  a bout t h e i r  state , their  country 

and the peace o f  the wo r l d  w i l l  be most r e l ieved that 

t h i s  P ro j ect i s  i n  Idaho , not i n  their  back yard . 

It seems inconceivable  to me that more 

importance was not placed i n  the EIS on  s h i pment s  of 5 . 2 9 . 1 
feed ma t e r i a l  and the h a z a rd s  which  wou ld be p l aced on 

' 2  our h ighways as  a r e s u l t  of s h ipping f rom both Han f ord 

and the Savannah River p l a nt , w h i l e  very l i t t l e  o f f -

s i te s h i pment woul d  occu r if the P ro j ect were located 5 . 2 9 . 3 1 
' 5  t h e  Hanford s i t e .  

' 6  O n  Page S - l l  under " Al te r n a t ives Conside red 

17 But Not Evaluated In Det a i l "  the fact that recovery and 

'8 recyc l ing of e x i s t i ng weapon-grade p lu ton ium is not 

considered seems to rotally i rrespon s ib l e  to me even i f  

m it does not replace the n eed f o r  the S I S .  

2' Anothe r  primary concern that I have is  that 

22 the AVLIS byproduc ts s torage is not f u l l y  add r e s s ed 

n in the DEI S .  I t  s eems t h a t  d e s i g n ing a 3 0-year storage 

N vault f o r  produc t s  that may never be used s hows a l ack 

25 of conc e r n  by the DOE f o r  the f uture of the nuc l e a r  
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indu s t r y .  Those o f  us w h o  d e a l  w i t h  chemic a l s  on a 

day-to-day bas is  are aware that the EPA expects us to 

reduce not only the amounts of chemicals  we use , but 

the costs o f  di sposal demand that we are responsible 

for reducing our waste so that further generations do 

not have to deal with our irrespon sibil i t y .  Are we to 

bel ieve that future endeavors w i l l  be  more respons i b l e  

to t h e  envi ronment than past ones ? 

S ince Pres ident Reagan and Secretary General 

Gorbachev have s i gned the INF Treaty , subj ect to 

Leg islative approval , does it  make sense to the tax-

payers of this country to spend our money on pl utonium 

production , when people in  the U . S .  are homeless  and 

hungry? Last l y ,  in  a world a l ready over burdened with 

nuclear arms wh ich have the capab i l ity of destroying 

our entire planet are we so c h i l d i sh as to bel ieve that 

when the Soviets build bombs , so should we ? 

I s trongl y  urge that the No Action Alter-

native be taken as  the only responsible  action o f  a 

f ree thinki n g ,  peace-loving natio n .  

THE HEARING OF F I C E R :  T h e  written comments 

of Shirley Buchli  wil l be  entered into the record as 

Exhibit No . 9 7 .  

Moving o n  down the l is t ,  Harry Gue l z ow 

i f  you hear your name , I ' d  ask you to step forward to 
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the staging area - - Harry Gue l z ow ,  Dave Hensel , Steve 

Spring , Larry Chapple , Stephen Ritch i e ,  Dana Olson , 

Jerry Jacobso n .  

Yes , w e  have a trade o f  position No . 6 4 , 

which is Steve Spring . W9u l d  you please state your 

name and give us  your addres s  for the record . 

MS . BUCHLI : My name is Lavonna Buchl i .  

l ive a t  Ten Davis Drive , Pocatel lo , Idaho . I ' m a 

s tudent at Idaho State Univers it y ,  and I am ma j or ing i n  

t h e  health care administration program. I want t o  

empha s i z e  I a m  n o t  m a j o r i ng in pub l i c  speaking .  

First o f  a l l ,  I want to make something 

c l ear to a l l  the people that are in  here , and this may 

be a pet peeve of  mine . The word is nuclear , nuc u la r  

drives  me  cra z!' .  Thank you . 

Wel l ,  my mother has spoken to me about 

testifying for the SlS , and I thought it was the right 

thing to do . I decided to wait to think about what 

I thought was most important to me to speak to everyone , 

20 and I s l ept on i t .  I went to s le e p ,  and somewhere i n  

2 1  t h e  middl e o f  t h e  night I was awoke f rom a terri b l e  

22 dream . The dream was myse l f  with my two cous ins back 

n in North Dakota , which is where I was raised . And we 

24 were p l aying basebal l ,  having a good time . The whol e  

25 f amily was out back . And suddenl y I remember l ooking 

2 8 0  L .  Buch l i  

2

3

4

6

7

8

14

3.4

2

3

4

5

6

7

15



*'" 
w 
....... 

1 0  

1 1  

1 2  

13  

14 

15 

1 6  

1 7  

18  

19  

up and seeing an enormous mushroom cloud up in the 

d i s tance of  b r ight o range-red c o l o r .  P a n i c  ran through 

me , and I immediately knew what it was . I s c reamed 

at Aaron not to l oo k ,  because it would damage his eyes . 

We ran into the house . 

I can remember think ing I could shut it 

out , that I could drop the windows and I could keep i t  

away from me . I went to the window and at that point 

in time the ashes were f a l l ing from the sky , and there 

was moisture on the window . My hands were covered with 

what I felt to be radiat ion . At that time I turned and 

s aw Aaron standing in the doorway with tears corning 

down his eyes . 

I picked h im up and c a rr ied h im downstairs 

where the rest of  the f amily was waiting . Everybody 

was quiet . Nobody s a i d  anyth i n g .  

I w e n t  to t h e  s ink to t r y  a n d  w a s h  m y  hands 

free o f  the radiation and rea l i zed that I couldn ' t  do 

that , because the water was radiated . And I turned 

20 to my mother ,  who was staring at me , and nothing was 

21 s a i d .  It  w a s  like w e  understood w e  were going to d i e  

n f rom the radiation s ickness .  

23 We calmed Aaron down and told h im what had 

24 happened , and I l a id down on the bed and was j u s t  

2 5  think ing of  w h a t  was going to happen next . Immed iately 

2 8 1  L .  Buchli 
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11  

I ran my hands down to my abdomen and began to cry. My 

mother asked me why I was crying , and I said , " I  j u s t  

rea l ized I ' l l never have children . "  And at that point 

in time she began to c ry and I woke up. 

I was t i red in a knot . My body had ob-

v iousl y  been l ay ing in the same position for a long 

time . I g rabbed the phone and dialed a f r i end , who 

I knew was up at the time and said , " You ' re not going 

to b e l ieve thi s .  j u s t  had the worst dream I ever 

had in  my l i f e ,  and I was thinking the reason I had the 

dream was b ecause I ' ve been worry ing about testifying 

12 for the S I S  or against i t .  And I don ' t  know what to 

13 And he s a id , "Why don ' t  you j u s t  t e l l  them 

1 4  about tha t ?  Why do you have to worry about a l l  the s e  

1 5  important i s s ue s ? "  

16 couldn ' t  go back to s l ee p ,  and a f ter 

17  speaking with h im and think i ng about the vivid ex-

18 periences that I had had , they s tayed with me for two 

19 d ays . I c ame to the conclusion that the thought of our 

� State having anything to do with the production o f  

21 nuclear weapons frightened me to death , and I f e l t  that 

n no one has the right to make the cho ice I shou l d  not 

n have a child for me , and I b e l ieve that the only opt ion 

24 for us is the action of no option . 

25 Thank you . 
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your name , 
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I 
THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Continuing down the I' l i st f rom the i ndividual  cornmenters f rom t h i s  

I 

I ' l l c a l l  the next ten name s .  I f  you hear I step f o rward : Larry Chapp l e , Stephen Ritc h i e , 

Dana Olson , Jerry Jacobson ,  Dan Geery , Bob C l ark , Verlow 

Haddo n ,  Kath leen Vital e .  

Anyone i n  that group ? P l ea s e  step forward . 

10 

1 1  

1 2  

13 

14 

15  

16  

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I ' l l  ask you to give your name and address f o r  the 

record . 

M R .  HADDON : Thank you , Mr . C h a i rman . My 

name i s  Ver low Haddo n ,  and I r e s i d e  at 3 4 9 6  Whitman 

Drive , Boise , Idaho . I am the Pol itical  Di rector f o r  

t h e  I d a h o  AFL-C I O .  Prev ious to taking the job as the 

State COPE Di rector for the Idaho AFL-C IO I was emp loyed 

b y  Wes t i ng house Idaho Nuclear Compa n y ,  a t  the Idaho 

Na tional Engineering Laboratory . . I Elghteen years of that 

2 0 -year pe r iod , I worked a t  t h e  C h emic al  Proces s ing 

P l ant , the proposed s i te o f  the Special  I sotope 

Separato r .  From 1 9 7 9  u n t i l  May o f  l a s t  year , I was 

the Vice Pres ident and P r e s i d i ng O f f i c e r  for the 4 0 0 

memb e r s  of the O i l , Chemical & Atomic Workers Onion 

that worked for West inghouse Idaho Nuc l e a r  Compan y .  

This i s  an i ntere s t ing s i tuation I f ind my-

s e l f  in today . That is , being on the same side of a n  

i s s u e  with a compa n y ,  and n o t  i n  a n  adversary ro l e ,  but 
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1 1  

12 
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18 

I wi l l  have to say it is not the f irst t ime . Safety 

o f  the workers a nd m a i n t a i n i n g  the integrity o f  the 

overal l  operat ion at the I N E L  is an a r e a  where the 

compa n i e s  and the unions have worked together a s  a team 

for many years to a c h ieve perfection . A goal to create 

the safest wo r k i ng envi ronment i n  the Nuc l e a r  Indu s t r y .  

I n  do ing th i s , the U n i o n  a n d  t h e  Contractor c reated not 

o n l y  one of the s a f e s t  nuc l ea r  f a c i l ities  in the world , 

b u t  in fac t ,  it is a much s a f e r  p l a c e  to wo rk than 

i nd u s try a s  a whol e .  

Accepting the c h a l l enges that corne with 

state o f  the a r t , h i g h l y  technical proj ects such as the 

Special I sotope Separator i s  not new to the INEL or its  

workers . Oni o n  workers at the INEL do not have a f a t a l -

i st i c  attitud e .  They a d h e r e  to the o l d  Ame rica n  b e l ie f , 

that anything c a n  be done i f  they set their  minds to 

i t .  

I t  h a s  been said that the ma j o r  reason the 

19 A F L - C I O  and its a f f i l iates endorse b u i l ding the Special 

20 I sotope Separator is a s e l f i sh reason ,  for j obs . Yes , 

21 j ob s  w i l l  be created and yes , some of those j o b s  w i l l  

22 be u n i o n .  But , b e fore we ever a greed to support b u i l d i n  

n t h i s  proposed Pro j e c t  there were higher priorities to 

� respond t o .  N o . 1 ,  t h e  s a f e t y  of those workers that 

25 wou l d  build o r  construct the P r o j e c t .  N o . 2 ,  the 
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safety of t h o s e  workers that would operate and ma i n t a i n  

t h e  f a c i l ity and , No . 3 ,  woul d  t h e  risk to t h e  environ-

men t , to t h e  s urrounding commun i ty and i t s  r e s ident s ,  
4 \ i nc l uding our membe r s  and t h e i r  fami l i e s  be too 

5 . 2 4 . 2 3 5 to accept . I c a n  as sure you , we s c r u t i n i z e d  this  

10 
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12  

1 3 
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p roposed P r o j ect very caref u l l y .  Ou r decis ion to 

s upport the SIS Pro j ec t  was  ba sed on  the overa l l  s a f ety 

t rack record at the INEL , and experience o f  those people 

that work a t  t h e  INEL . 

Our memb e r s  v a l ue the c l ean water of I d ah o ,  

i t s  p r i s t i n e  nature , t h e  tranqui l i ty o f  r a i s ing the i r  

fami l i e s  h er e .  I f  t here was a n y  concern on  their  part , 

of t h i s  Pro j ect j eopa r d i z ing t h i s  way of l i fe you could 

b e  sure they wou l d  be h eard . But ,  they know the saf ety 

p recautions that go into b u i ld i ng a plant l ike this and 

t hey k now the safety procedu res u ti l i zed in operating 

experiment a l  fac i l it ie s ,  because they as  u n ion memb e r s  

were a part o f  t h e  deve lopment o f  t h e  s a f e ty guidel i n e s . 

I t h i nk t h i s  is a pr ime exampl e  of how prog r e s s ive a nd 

e f f ec tive and how produc t ive u n i o n s  are to t h i s  country . 

I n  c l o s ing I would l ik e  to say that we are 

not opposed to peace , but we know that to ach ieve t h a t  

goa l i t  w i l l  not h a p p e n  by j u s t  o n e  s ide ref r a i n ing from 

b u i l d i n g  fac i l it i e s  l ik e  the Spec i a l  I sotope Separato r .  

I f  a t  a point i n  t ime i t  can b e  agreed on b y  both 

2 8 5  Haddon 

1 06 9  

count r i e s  t o  remove nuclear  weapons f rom both arsena l s .  

Then s o  b e  i t . But i t  has not happened and u n t i l  i t  

does we f e e l  very s t rongly  that t h i s  P r o j e c t  s hould be 5 . 2 4 . 2 1  
bui l t .  W e  a l so f e e l  t h i s  fac i l ity c a n  and w i l l  b e  

operated w i t h  the utmo s t  o f  s a f ety t o  the worke rs , the 

popu l a t i o n , and the e nv i ronment o f  this State . 

We urge t h e  Department of Ene rgy to choose 

Idaho a s  the s ite for the Spe c i a l  I s otope Separator . We 1 . 1  

1 0 
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1 5  
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can b u i ld i t ,  and operate it w i t h  t h e  h i g h l y  s k i l led 

u n i o n  memb e r s  of t h i s  state , a s  we have proven i n  the 

pas t .  

With that , from J i m  Kearns , the Idaho State 

AFL-CI O  P r e s i d e nt and the AFL - C I O  State of Idaho support 

b u i l d i n g  the Spec i a l  I sotope Separator i n  Idah o .  Thank 

you . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  The written comments 

o f  V erl ow D.  Haddon w i l l  b e  e nt e red i nto the recdrd a s  

Exh i b i t  No . 9 8 .  

I ' d  a s k  the next speaker to come forward and 

iden t i f y  h ims el f .  

M R .  GEERY : M y  name i s  D a n i e l  Gee r y ,  I 

22 l ive at 8 4 2  North 1 0 0 0  East , S he l l ey . 

23 As a private c i t i z en I want to voice my 

24 o b j ection to the S I S .  The time h a s  come for us to do 

25 away w i t h  the archaic idea t h a t , i f  you d is agree w i t h  
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someone , you must k i l l  t h em , which i s  the prem i s e  upon 

which the need for mOre weapons i s  based . Mank ind has 

reached the point where cooperatio n ,  not compe t i t i o n , 

is not o n l y  to our advantage , but is necessary for our 

survival . 

With the adverit o f  nuclear weapons ,  t he 

of wa rfare not only c hanged , but f e l l  into the trash 

heap o f  things that don ' t  work . The reason for this 

was s imple enough : It became evident , to anyone who 

was look i n g , that a f ter a nuc l ear con f l i c t  there wou l d  

be no v i c tors . Whethe r  one approached the issue  f rom a 

SOC ia l , m i l i tary , or e n v i ronmental s �andpo i n t , the same 

conc l u s ion was ,  and i s ,  inevitably reached : Nuc lear 

weapons must never be used i f  one is  thinking o f  their 

own best intere s t .  P e rhaps t h i s  i s  what Albert E i n s t e i  

m e a n t  w h e n  he said , a f t e r  Hiroshima d i s appea red , 

" Everything has changed but the way people t h i nk . "  

I Would l ik e  to point out that we a r e  deep 

in the final  hours when there i s  still t ime for our 

t hinking to C hange . With over 2 5 , 0 0 0  nuclear weapons 

i n  our stock p i l e s  a l read� , the notion of overk i l l  h a s  

reached meaningless proportion s .  Except perhaps for 

it  means to our youth , who on  the who l e  have deve loped 

f a t a l i s t i c  outlooks a s  a res u l t  o f  the not unreasonable 

a s s umption that they w i l l  d i e  in  a nuclear war .  The 

2 8 7  Geery 
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SIS would be one more factor i n  v e r i f ying that a ssump-

t i o n .  What method s h a l l  we use to measure the e f f e c t  

of this  on  t h e  behavior o f  o u r  youth ? Though I men-

tioned this to you earl i e r ,  your Draft Environment a l  

Statement ignores the questio n .  

When I ask myse l f ,  "What , r e a l l y , is  behind 

the insecuri ty of certa i n  pol it i c ians a bout never having 

e nough weapo ns ? "  I am  forced to conclude that their 

paranoia i s  a fanc i f u l  wrapping for personal t i e s  to 

d e f e n s e  c o ntractors , and a pathe t i c  des i re to b i l k  the 

1 1  t axpayers o f  a f e w  more dol lars .. Whether t h i s  i s  true 

1 2  or not , the f a c t  rema i n s  that the S I S  wou l d  be one more 

13 component in a modern day Auschwi t z �  a v a s t l y  more 

14 e f f i c ie n t  Auschwitz than the f i r s t  one , and a doomsday 

15 mac hine that is profound l y  at odds wi th the wor l d  peace 

16 which c iv i l i zed people a r e  i n t e r e s te d  in seeing . 

17 I ' ve been p l eased to note t hat there are 

18 many c i vi l i zed people in Idaho F a l l s  and the s urrounding 

19 are a .  I wou l d  l ike to read t o  y o u  a s hort quote from 

� one of those peopl e l  

21 • • we repeat our warnings against t h e  

2 2  terrifying arms r a c e  i n  which the n a t io n s  of the earth 

� pre s e n t l y  e ngage d .  We deplore i n  particul a r  the 

� bui lding of v a s t  arsenals of n u c l ear weaponry . We a r e  

� advised that there is a l ready enough such weaponry to 

2 8 8  Geery 

2 . 7 . 2  3

4

13
noti n

7

9

17

wh t

23

24

25

2

3

4

13

14

are



-"" 
W 
(.]'I 

6 . 3  

6 . 3  

'0  

" 

'2 

'3 

'4 

'5 

'6  

17  

'8  

, .  

20 

2'  

22  

23 

24 

25 

d e s t roy in l arge measure our c iv i l iz a t io n ,  with conse-

quent s u f f ering and misery o f  i n c a l c u l a b l e  extent . "  

There i s  more to the quote than t ha t ,  but 

I tru s t  i t  i s  clear how the SIS f its  into t h i s  outlook , 

p r e s ented by a recent Pre s id e n t  of t h e  LDS C h u r c h .  I n  

a word , i t  does n ' t .  

A s  a taxpayer ,  m y  obj ections t o  the S I S  a r e  

no l e s s  d im i n i s h e d .  T h i s  p i ec e  o f  the g lobal n u c l e a r  

i n c i n e rator woul d  para s a t i z e  t h e  A�e r i c a n  taxpayer for 

c lo s e  to a thousand m i l l ion d o l lars . A s iz eab l e  

o f  th is would come f rom our own pockets , and the rest 

f rom the pockets of our neighbors and f rom c h i ldren too 

young yet to vote . L e g i s l a t o r s  in  Idaho are now 

q u ibb l i ng over the deta i l s  o f  a few mi l l ion dollars i n  

t h e  s t a t e  budg e t .  How can anyone , i f  t h e y  profess  to 

b e  s ane , be anxious to dump t h i s  kind o f  money into t h e  

b lack h o l e  o f  n u c l e a r  weapons ,  when we cannot a f f ord t o  

c L e a n  up our l and , wat e r ,  and a i r ,  to  h o u s e  a n d  feed 

our peop l e ,  and to educate our young ? 

In my own t hird g rade c l a s s room , in Shel ley , 

I have e i g h t  and nine year o l d s  packed wa l l  to wal l  

because we c an ' t  afford t o  h i r e  more teache r s .  We 

h ave asbestos in our b u i ld i ng that we c an ' t  a f ford 

r id of ; we have l ead in  the p i p e s  that go into the 

k id s '  drink i ng foundation s ;  we have t i l es f a l l i ng o f f  

2 8 9  Geery 

c e i l ing because we can ' t  a f ford to patch them back u p .  

I have b e e n  wo ndering f o r  some t ime what exactly i s  it  

that the Emperor i s  wishing to defend?  I had hoped the 

Draft  E I S  woul d  addre s s  t h i s  i s sue ; but i t  hasn ' t , and 

so  we are still  look ing a t  building a wonderful fortress  

with noth ing i n  i t .  

The cost o f  t h e  S I S  part o f  the fortre s s , 

i nc identa l l y , would amount to about $ 1 0  m i l l ion 

sc hool d i strict , if  t h a t  money were d i s t r ibuted 
'0 

i nstead o f  to b u i ld bombs they may eventua l l y  exterminat 
" t h e  c h i ld r e n  whom some of us are trying to educate .  

, 2  The personal conf l ic t s  generated by knowledg 6 . 5 . 2  
'3 of a nuc l e a r  weapons f a c to r y ,  a lmost l it e r a l l y  in my 
,4 own back yard , are very g reat . How can I r a i s e  my own 

'5  c h i ldre n ,  teaching t h em to prepare for the future , 2 . 7 . 2  
'6 k now ing f u l l  wel l  that t h e i r  future is ine x t r i c a b l y  

17  c ha i ned to the i n s trumen t s  of d e s truction that may b e  

'8 u s ed for pol itical reasons utterly beyond t h e i r  con tro l ?  

,9 How do I teach s c i e n c e , math , read i n g , and writing to 

20 my th ird g raders , day a f t e r  day , k nowing f u l l  w e l l  that 

2'  my g e n e ration  i s  leaving for t h em a legacy o f  social  

22 madne s s ,  a world s hort of resourc e s ,  and a s tockp i l e  o f  

23 weapons that could con sume , on a moment ' s  not ice , the 

24 very ozone under which l i f e  on ea r th  has  evo l ved?  

25 The p l a n e t  Earth h a s  been good to mank ind . 
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Over i t s  4 . 6  b i l l ion y e a r  h i story , i t  produced i n  i t s  

watery cauldron o u r  o w n  rema r k a b l e  spec i e s , and count-

l e s s  forms o f  l i fe to s u s t a i n  u s , and for us  to l e a r n  

f rom and e n j oy . I do not w i s h  to wave the k n i feb lade 

of nuclear weapons a t  t h e  ancient fabric o f  l i fe here l 

nor do I w i s h  to s e e  my tax dol l a r s  do i n  it the f o rm of 

the  w a s te f u l , irrespons i b l e ,  a nd frightening p r o j ect thai 
some of you , u nfortun a t e l y  for mankind , seem ded icated 

to b u i l d i ng .  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  We ' l l g o  o f f  the  

record for j u s t  a momen t .  

( There was a b r i e f  paus e  i n  
the proceeding s . )  

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  I wou l d  l ike t o  mark 

as  Exhibit 9 9  the written comments o f  D a n i e l  Geery . 

Our next speaker wi l l  be Kaye Turner , and 

let me read the rest o f  the names on the l is t  here : 

Jerry Jacobson l Bob C l ar k , Joan Toms i c , Kath l een V i ta l e , 

Brad D eBow , Trish Evan s ,  Joe C l ayton.  I f  your name 

W was c a l l e d , I ' l l ask you to s t e p  to t h i s  area here i n  

21 front of the podium so we know you ' re h e r e . 

22 You may g ive your name and addre s s .  

23 MS . TURNER :  My name i s  Kaye Turne r ,  

24 l ive at 3 0 7  North Buchan an ,  Pocat e l l o .  

25 F i r s t  o f  a l l , I wou l d  l ike to say I a l s o  am 
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g l ad to b e  a n  Ame r i c a n .  I ' m  a l so proud t o  be a c i t i z e n  

o f  the pl a n e t  E a r t h .  I wou l d  a l so l ike t o  go o n  record 

as bei n g  vehem e n t l y  opposed to the S I S  P r o j ect . 

h ave three m a i n  environmental concern s .  One i s  

p luto n ium o v e r  Idaho ' s  h i g hways f rom Hanford , W a s hingto 

to INEL and then f rom I NEL to Rocky F l at s , C o l orado . 

The s econd concern i s  s tockpi l i n g  and/or t r a n s portation 

of waste and the third i s  the pot e n t i a l  f o r  an accident 

during the separation proce s s .  

I have l ived i n  I d a ho s ince 1 9 7 4  and have 

come to feel the INEL i s  a respon s i b l e  s c i enti f i c  

community doing researc h .  The INEL has a n  i n t e rn a t i o n a l  

reputa t ion a s  a s a f e  r e s e a r c h  f a c i l ity . W h y  t u r n  i t  

a nuc l e ar weapons produ c tion p l a n t ?  

I NEL pub l ic relations a r e  a lways frag i l e  a t  

be s t .  I thi nk t h e  S I S  P r o j e c t  woul d  be t h e  worst thing  

that could happen t o  t he r ep utation  and im a g e o f  the  

S i te and o f  the State . However ,  reputation and image 

are minor compa r ed to n u c l e ar war .  

I f  a l l  the immediate environmental dangers 

21 aren ' t  enoug h , when a re we going to addr e s s  the i s sue 

22 of the environmental impact a f ter the p l utonium h a s  

23 explode d ?  

24 We a l ready have enough bombs to b low our 

25 earth u p  many t i m es  over and enough plutonium o n  hand 
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to bui ld many more bomb s .  The S I S  Proj e c t  i s  was t e fu l , 

dangerou s ,  and immora l . 

I have w i t h  me testimony f rom 2 7  people who 

were u n a b l e  to be here toda y .  Because I have heard 

many pro SIS  peop l e  saying the oppos ition  i s  from out  

o f  s tate , I wou l d  l ik e  to have i t  on  the record that 

22  of these peopl e  are f rom pocat e l l o ,  one ' s  from 

American F a l l s ,  two f rom Blackfoo t ,  two f r om Chubbu c k . 

coun t i ng my s el f , we a r e  2 8  people who wou l d  l ik e  to say 

no to S I S .  

THE REARING OF F ICER : Ladies and g e n t l emen ,  

I ' m  going t o  g o  through one more t ime the l is t  o f  in-

d ividua l s  who p r e - r e g i s tered to comment this  a f t e r n oo n .  

I f  you hear your name , I would please  a s k  you t o  s t e p  

forward to t he staging area 5 0  I k n o w  t h a t  you ' re here . 

Then we ' l l be a b l e  to wrap up this  portion of t h e  

program . Starting again  w i t h  Bob Clark , Joan Toms i c , 

K a t h l e e n  V i ta l e , Brad DeBow,  T r i s ha Evans , Joe C l ayto n ,  

1 9  C h r i s  Jen s en , Lane Schu l tz ,  W i l l ard Wood , G l e n  Empry , 

w Ro s e  F l e i s c hman , Doug Wheele r ,  Pam Lemo n ,  R i c k  P r i c e , 

21 Joe Cal l ,  Georgeann Mer r i l l ,  Shane Mon s o n ,  Bobby 

22 S t .  C l a i r ,  and Matt Morr i s .  

23 I t  appears out of that l i s t  of about 1 5  

24 people ther e ' s  o n l y  two or three here . I ' d  a s k  eac h ,  

25 i n  tur n , to s tep forward and g i v e  their  name and addres�  
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for the record , and you w i l l  each have f ive minute s to 

commen t .  

M R .  DEBOW : I ' m B rad DeBow , Box 3 6 3 8 , Idaho 

F a l l s .  A l though I am an INEL employe e ,  I ' m h e r e  today 

repre s en ting my s e l f  to present my view from a perspect iv 

of someone who has b e e n  a part of the extensive e n-

g in e e r i ng force at INEL for 12 years now . 

I h ave rev iewed the D r a f t  Env i ronmental 

Sta temen t  to a s s e s s  its adequacy in addre s s i n g  

pote n t i a l  e n v i ronmen t a l  impacts of the p roposed P r o j e c t ,  

a n d  I f i n d  i t  t o  be complete a n d  thorough i n  t h i s  

r e s pect a n d  commend t h e  autho rs . 

S ince I have heard much about the need f o r  

t h i s  Proj ect , I h ave reviewed some of the b o o k s  a n d  

p e r iodicals ava i l a b l e  to t he pub l ic , w hi ch  d i s c u s s  the 

nuc l e a r  deterrent defense pol icy o f  our country . 

reviewed much of the current l iterature c oncer ni ng t h e  

n a t ion ' s  n u c l e a r  weapons production complex and the 

status of the production reacto r s . I be l ieve t he m a i n  

i s sue h e r e  is  national s e c u r i t y ,  much m o r e  so than the 

economy o f  southea s t  I d a ho . 

I ' ve  h e a rd it said many t imes d u r i ng the 

debate over this P ro j e c t  that we a lready have enough 

nuclear weapons to destroy Rus s i a  two , f i v � , ten o r  

s ome other number o f  t i me s . This  I c a n  agree m a y  b e  
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true . The real issue that should be  discussed i s  

c re d i b l e  deterren t s . 

I f  the Soviets i n i t i a te a surprise f i r s t  

try a n d  des troy the ma j ority o f  our weapons before t h e y  

can be  used , do w e  s ti l l  h a v e  enough weapons t o  d e s troy 

Rus s ia ten t imes over2 Can we guarantee that after 

that Soviet f i rs t  strike we a t  l ea s t  still  have enough 

weapons to destroy them o n c e ?  

I f  n o t ,  then we no l onger h a v e  a credibl e  

10 deterrent , and I b e l ieve we actua l ly invite that f i rs t  

1 1  s tr i k e  by t h e  Soviets . 

12 To base our weapon s  mate r i a l  production 

13 capa b i l ity entirely o n  very old r eactor technology 

14 without the contingency and f l ex i b i l ity that SIS w i l l  

15 p rovid e ,  l eads us to the p o s s ib i l ity of a d i s a strous 

16 Soviet breakou t ,  which I b e l ieve woul d  l ead to a 

17 Sovi e t  i ni tiated nuclear war , i f  we l o s e  our c r e d i b l e  

18 deterrent capab i l i ty .  

19 I accept t h e  s tatement of need as pre-

20 s ente� �hp Draft Environmental  Statement as 

21 accu rate , and I b e l ieve the j u s t i f ication f o r  t h i s  

22 Proj e c t  is more than adequate . 

23 I f  the Draft  E I S  i s  lacking in any are a ,  

� it is in t h e  section on the consequences of the 

� s e l e c t i o n  of Option 4 ,  no a c t ion . I b e l ieve i t  under-
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states and adverse e f f e c t s  and the risks  to our national  

s e·c u r i t y .  I b e l i eve our nuc l e a r  d eterrent p o l i c y  has  

successful l y  prevented a global  con f l ict for �ver 40  

years now , and t h e  SIS  woul d  be  a valuable a s s e t  to 

s t r engthen and m a i n t a i n  t h i s  capab i l ity . I wou l d  l ik e  

to s e e  t h e  s evere adverse impacts of s e l ection o f  

Opt ion 4 m o r e  f u l l y  e x p l a ined i n  t h e  f in a l  Env ironmen t a l  

Stateme n t .  

My f i n a l  comment i s  addressed t o  the 

s e l e c t ion of Option I ,  cons truction and operation o f  

t h e  S I S  Pro j ect at t h e  INEL . I have heard it said that 

the SIS w i l l  convert the I NEL f rom a research s ite to 

a weapons product ion s i t e ,  and this is portrayed as 

s in i s te r .  I woul d  l ik e  t o  point o u t  that t h e  Department 

o f  Energy has a lways been respon s i b l e  by law for 

deve loping and produc i ng all nuclear mater i a l s  requ i red 

for the d e f e n s e  programs o f  the Un i ted S tate s .  The 

INEL i s  an i ntegral part o f  the Department o f  Energy 

complex a nd a lways has bee n .  Why then is it  so  hard to 

accept that the I NEL is an idea l l ocation for S I S ?  

I ' ve heard i t  s a i d  t h a t  DOE h a s  a terribl e  

track record a t  their product i o n  f ac i l ities . Hanford , 

Savannah Rive r ,  Rocky F lats are o f te n  the main point 

o f  t h e  oppos ing view. My experience i s  that INEL have 

o f te n  brought m e  into contact with pol icies , proced u re s ,  
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and pra c t i c e s  r e lating t o  the s a fety and quality o f  

nuclear operations . l have found that INEL contractors 

and DOE- I O  management has always put safety and qual ity 

work f i r s t .  The track record o f  DOE a t  INEL i s  excel-

l ent , and thi s , after a l l , is  the i s sue o f  importance 

to I daho . I urge the Department to proceed on thi s  same 

vein with the f i na l  Environmental Statement and 

to select Option 1 .  I s  not peace through s trength the 

answe r ?  

T H E  HEARING OFFICER : The written s tatement 

o f  W. Brad DeBow w i l l  be included in the record as 

Exh i b i t  No. 1 2 1 .  

the next co�menter to s tate yourl 
give us your addres s .  

13 I woul d  ask 

14 name for the record and 

15 MS . TOMS I C : My name i s  Joan Toms i c  and 

16 I l ive at 1 9 4  West 2 1 s t  Street in Idaho Fal l s .  I am a 

17 second g rade teache r .  I ' m  opposed t o  the S I S  being 

18 bui l t  to ref i ne p l uton ium for nucl e a r  weapons . 

19 As a teache r ,  I am learning more and more 

� every day of the g reat importance of being a consis tent 

21 ro l e  model .  I h ave found that c o n s i s tency i n  my words 

22 and actions can mean the d i f f e rence between success and 

23 chaos in my c l a s s room of 30 children.  I f e e l  that the 

24 same l e s s ons appl y  to what we ' re a l so speaking about 

25 tonigh t . In l ight of the recent arms control agreements \' 
2 9 7  Tomsic 

with the Soviets , I L e e l  that b u i ld i ng the S I S  to re f i ne 

p l utonium for more nuclear weapons is sending a very 

i ncons i s tent mes sage to the who l e  wor l d .  

On o n e  hand , w e  are reducing the number o f  

nuc l ear weapons , y e t  we continue to plan for more 

pro l i f e r a t i o n .  

As an  individu a l  a n d  as a nat i o n ,  I f e e l  w e  

n e e d  to be cons istent role model s  to o u r  children and 

to the wor l d ,  and show through our dec i s ions and actions 

10 and not j u s t  our words that we rea l l y  are commit ted to 

1 1  reduc i ng o u r  nuclear arsenal t o  a reasonable level . 

12 I do not f e e l  I have to see the c l a s s i fied 

13 Nuc lear We�pons Stockpile Memorandum to know that we do 

14 not need more plutonium for nuc lear we apons i n  order to 

15  be s a f e  a nd s e cure as a nat ion . I t  is common knowledge 

16 that we have enough nuclear weapon s  to destroy Rus s ia 

17  or any other adversary many t imes ove r .  S o  I a s k  the 

18 DOE , under wha t  wartime s cenario woul d  we p o s s i b l y  need 

19 plu tonium for more nuclear weapon s ,  when we a l ready 

w have such a tremendous capacity? So I subm i t  to you 

21 that we obviou s l y  do not need anymore refined p l uton ium 

n f o r  nucl e a r  weapons . Our m i l itary is strong and we are 

23 s a f e  and s ecure , and we don ' t  need to cont inue building 

24 

25 

up our overk i l l  capacity , whi ch is such a waste o f  

b i l l ions o f  o u r  t a x  d o l l a r s  a n d  valuable human resources 
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16 that we have enough nuclear weapons to destroy Russia

M have such a tremendous capacity? So I submit to you

2' that we obviously do not need anymore refined plutonium

Our military is strong and we are

22 safe and secure, and we don't need to continue building
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1 I I 
FOr the s e  r e a s o n s , I say the S I S  is un- I 

nes s a ry .  I f e e l  that we a s  individuals right now i n  r t h i s  commu n i ty h a v e  a choice  to look beyond our own s e l f  

I serving motives . We c a n  choose to s a y  n o  t o  the S I S , 

5 I a nd in so doing s e n d  a cons , s te n t  mes s ag e s  to the C h ' ld rrn 

and to the worl d ,  a mes sage that s a y s  we a r e  s �ncere 

i n  our d e s i re to reduce the number o f  n u c l e a r  weapons 

to r e a s o n a b l e  levels and beg�n redirecting SOme o f  Our 

10 

11  

1 2  

13 

14 

15  

1 6  

1 7  

tax money a nd human r e s ources i n t o  more n e c e s s a r y  

d i rection s . 

Yes , we need j o b s  in our commu n i t y ,  but , n o ,  

w e  d o  not need t h e  S I S  t o  r e f ine pl utonium f o r  more 

nuclear weapons . We do not need anymore nuc l e a r  

to be s a f e . Why not build the S I S  f o r  peaceful 

I cha l l enge the peopl e o f  the Department o f  Energy a n d  

t h e  INEL t o  come up w i t h  ways of s pending our tax 

5 . 2 7  . 7 . 1 7 18  

monies that a r e  more neces s a ry and to create neces s a ry 

j ob s  f o r  people in o u r  n a t i o n  and our commun i ty . 

19 THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  P l e a s e  s ta t e  y o u r  name 

M and address f o r  the record . 

21 MS . D A LY : My name is K a th e rine D a l y . 

22 I l ive at 1 1 3 5  E a s t  Bonnevil l e ,  Poca tel lo , Idaho . F i r s t 

23 of a l l , I ' d l ike to b e g i n  by thank i ng the Department o f  

24 Ene rgy o f f ic i a l s f o r  holding these h e a rings and 

25 l is te n i ng to the tes timony o f  Idaho r e s idents ,  a nd I ' d 

2 9 9  Da l y  

, 8 

10 

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

a l s o  l ike to commend Mr . Roy E iguren a nd h i s  s ta f f  f o r  

t h e  p r o f e s s ional  w a y  they ' ve conducted thes e h e a r i ngs . 

I have a number of concerns about the DOE ' s  

proposed Spec ial  I sotope Separation P ro j ec t .  The S I S  

w i l l  produce weapon g r a d e  plutonium w h i c h  w i l l  in tUrn 

be used i n  the manufacture o f  nuc l e a r  warhead s . I do not 

b e l ieve the U . S . A .  needs more nuc l e a r  weapo n s . It s e em s  

t o  me t h e  2 5 , 0 0 0  we have on h a n d  wou l d  do i n  any pinch . 

I suggest the Department of Ene rgy and Congre s s  be 

p repared to addr e s s  the issue o f  need for this P r o j e c t  

b e f o r e  we go any furth e r .  O u r  nations  n e ed f o r  pluto n i u  

i s  g l a r i n g l y  untouched b y  t h e  D r a f t  E I S .  One would t h i n  

t h i s  q ue s tion a l o n e  wou l d  be t h e  j us t i f i c a t i o n  o f  this  

P r o j ec t .  Why e l s e  spend the k i nd of money we ' re t a l k i ng 

15 about h e r e ? 

1 6  

1 7  

1 8  

19 

Just as perplexing i s  the DOE ' s  interest  i n  

b u i l d i ng the S I S  a t  the INEL . I t  seems obvious to me 

that the Hanford s i te would be the p r e f er r ed location 

s in c e  t h e  plutonium feed i s  on  h a nd there.  C e r t a i n ly 

M t h a t  would reduce the t r a nsportat ion r i s k s  a s s o c iated 

21 w i th t h i s  P r o j e c t .  

22 I t  s e ems those i n  favor  o f  b u i l d i n g  the S I S  

n here i n  I daho h a ve one thing  to s a y  f o r  i t  _ _  that the 

� j obs  a ssociated w i th t h i s  P ro j e c t  w i l l  be the boon our 

� regional econo�y so d e s p e r a t e l y  needs . Yes , we need 

3 0 0  Daly 
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j ob s , b u t  is t h i s  the p r i c e  we ' re w i l l i n g  to pay ? To 

make Idaho the " Bomb S t a t e "  i nstead of the " Gem S t a te " ?  

I t  mak e s  me very sad indeed to th ink w e  a s  Idahoans 

wouldn ' t  have any mo re pride t h a n  that . Why not h o l d  

o n t o  the $ 9 0 0  m i l l ion needed f o r  the S I S  a s  o n e  m e a n s  of 

f ig h t i n g  the multi-bi l l ion do l l a r  federal d e f i c i t  

that ' s  wh at i s  t r u l y  e r o d i n g  the strength of t h i s  

coun t r y _  I t  appa l l s  me to  t h i nk t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  wou l d  fund the production of m o r e  p l u -

toniurn b e f o r e  feeding a n d  hous i n g  o u r  natio n ' s  growing 

homel e s s  popu l a tion . C l e a r l y  there a r e  great mo ral  

que s tions  that we as  a peop l e  need to addres s  h e r e . 

As one e n t e r s  Idaho f rom a n y  of its borders 

a pro c l amation s igned by the Governor dec l a re s  " Idaho 

is too g r e a t  to l it t e r . "  I a g r e e  with Governor A ndrus 

on  this  poin t ,  and i n  t h a t  l ight I request the Departmen 

of Ene rgy take the No A c t ion Option i n  this SIS proce s s .  

Not o n l y  i s  Idaho too g r e a t  t o  l it t e r , our nat ion f i t s  

t h a t  b i l l  as  w e l l . 

I h ave t e s t imony f rom L e s l i e  Lee Durham and 

Tom Whittaker f rom Pocat e l l o ,  I d a h o ,  that weren ' t  able  

to b e  h e r e  th i s  evening t h a t  I would a l so l ike to 

Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R � The written tes timony 

of Kathe r i ne D a  ly w i l l  b e  i n c l uded i n  the record as 

3 0 1  Daly 

1 0  

1 1  

I 0 7 4  

Exh i b i t  No . 1 2 2 .  The w r it t e n  t e s t imony o f  Les l ie Lee 

Durham w i l l  b e  inc luded a s  Exh i b i t  No . 1 2 3 .  The 

written tes t imony o f  Tom Whittak e r  w i l l  b e  included 

i n  the record a s  E x h i b i t  N o .  1 2 4 . 

And who a r e  you , s i r ?  

M R .  PRIC E :  M y  narne i s  Rick P r i c e . I ' m  i n  

p l ac e  o f  Edson F i ch te r . 

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  Thank you , p l e a s e  

give us your narne a nd addr e s s . 

M R .  PRICE : My name is Rick P r i c e . I l ive 

a t  944  West C l a rk , Pocate l l o .  I apprec i a t e  the 

t2 opportu n i ty to e x p r e s s  my v iews as a c i t i z e n  to speak 

13  tonig h t .  a m  suppo r t ing t h e  S I S  a l ternative o u t l i ned 

1 4  Sec t i o n  2 . 4  o f  t h e  D r a f t  Envi ronmental  State-

t5 I agree with the S tatement in this  s e c t i o n  that 

t 6  "The No Action A l t e r n at i v e  woul d  not r e s u l t  i n  

t 7  to the u t i l i z a t ion o f  DOE fuel -grade p luton ium 

18 produc i n g  weapon grade pluton ium through b l end ing . "  

19 this i s  saying i s  t h a t  the SIS i s  not needed . The 

w i s  i n  e s s e nce a boondogg l e  c r eated for t h e  s o l e  

21 o f  crea t i ng j ob s . The threats to t h e  are a ' s  

22 l i f e s tyl e ,  a n d  env ironment far  outwe ight a ny 

n t h i s  a r e a , and the country as  a whol e ,  would 

� f rom this fac i l it y .  

25 The s igning o f  the INF Treaty w i l l  free u p  

3 0 2  P r i c e  
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two tons of weapon-grade p l u tonium . There are those 

who say the SIS is  to replace this stuff as i t  becomes 

i nact i ve , but the SIS i s  only going to be around for 

s even years . The SIS is not long- term s o l u t i o n .  The 

DEIS does not addres s  the impact of the shutdown o f  the 

S I S  i n  s even to eight ye a r s  on the are a s  of economy in  

our commu n i t y .  

l ive on  t h e  Snake River P l a i n .  The water 

I d r i nk comes f rom the S nake River Aqu i f e r .  I am con-

ce rned with the s torage o f  the waste f rom the SIS a t  the 

I NEL a nd its e f fects on  my d r � n k i ng water .  I t  i s  s a i d  

t h a t  the n u c l e a r  w a s t e  w i l l  be stored a t  a s ite i n  New 

Mexico that is s t i l l  under constructio n .  B u i l di ng the 

SIS now is the same a s  speeding down the f reeway 

head i n g  for an e x i t  that has not been bu i l t  yet. What 

w i l l  happen when we need to use the e x i t ?  

I repeat m y  e a r l i e r  a s sertion that t h e  S I S  

i s  a boondogg l e .  I t  i s  b e i ng b u i l t  t o  provide a 

" redundancy"  o f  plutonium prod u c t i o n  that is better 

s upplied by restarting the N Reactor , o r  u s i ng the SIS 

prototype f a c i l i t y ,  or u s i ng the p lutonium in  its 

p resent  form . Not only s ho u l d  the S I S  not be bui l t  i n  

Idaho , but our tax d o l l a rs w i l l  be b e t t e r  spent i f  the 

SIS i s  not b u i l t  a t  a l l . 

THE HEARING OFF ICER :  T he  wri tte n commen t s  

3 0 3  P r i c e  

of R i c k  P r ice w i l l  be i n c l uded i n  the record as  Exhi b i t  

No . 1 2 5 . 

Apparen t l y  we have one additional written 

comme n t .  Would you bring i t  forwa rd , p l e as e ?  Thank 

you . 

This is the w r i tten comment of Joan Toms i c . 

It w i l l  be i ncluded i n  the record as Exhibit 1 2 6 . 

At th i s  poi n t  I would ask i f  there is anyone 

in the room who has r e g i s te r e d  to s peak this a f ternoon 
10 

and has not had the opportu n i ty to do so y e t ?  There 

1 1  apparentl y  i s  not being  anyone here i n  that category , 

12 what we i l l  do next is to give the Court Reporter an 

13 opportu n i ty for a bri ef  r e ce s s ,  and we i l l go into 

14  recess f o r  five m inutes . 

15 Prior to tha t , what l i d  l ike to do , if there 

16 is anybody here who a n t i c ipates they ' re not g o i ng to be 

1 7  a b l e  to t e s t i f y  ton ight ,  but has written comments and 

18 woul d  l ik e  to submit those for the record I ' m going to 

19 a sk that you l i ne up over here and we ' l l take you i n  

sequenc e .  Give your name for  the record and your 

21 add r e s s  and mark your written comments a s  an  exhib i t .  

22 We ' l l s tay in recess for f ive minutes . 

23 

24 
{A b r i e f  recess was taken . }  

25 THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Ladies and g entleme n ,  
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we ' re going to resume . Resumi ng our Idaho F a l l s  pub l ic 

hearing at about 9 : 2 1  p . m .  on the 2 5 th o f  March - - a t  

1 0 : 2 2 ,  excuse me . 

What I ' d  l i k e  to do at t h i s  point , if there 

is a nybody i n  the room who has  written comments that 

does n ot antic ipate on  o r a l l y  comme n t i ng , I would a s k  

you to s t e p  f orward a t  t h i s  time s o  w e  c a n  incl ude that 

i n  the record . 

I s  there a nybody in that c ategory? 

1 0  I n  add ition  to that ,  I unders ta nd there are 

1 1  some folks  who have trave led long d i s tances who wou l d  

1 2  l ik e  to commen t .  I ' m  g o i n g  to exerc i s e  a preroga t ive 

13 o f  the Cha i r .  There a re two peo p l e  here from Driggs . 

14 Rather than having them corne back On Wednesday , we ' l l 

1 5 go ahead and l e t  them t e s t i f y  at this point . 

1 6  I s  there a nybody else  who i s  f rom SOMe 

1 7  c o n s iderable  d i s tance who ' s  come h e r e  ton ight a nd won ' t  

18 be a b l e  to tes t i f y  on Wednesday? 

19  Then we ' l l t a k e  these two people from Driggs 

W I f  they would s t e p  forward at th i s  point . We ' re o n l y  

21 deviating f rom our procedu r e  s imply to accommodate the 

22  f ac t  we have people who h ave come many many miles a nd 

n wou l d  b e  a n  i nconven i en c e  for them t o  come back o n  

24 Wedne s d a y .  

25 SO i f  you would s tep forward , give us your 

3 0 5  

10 

11  

12 

13 

14 

1 5  

16 

17 

1 0 7 5  

name a nd a dd r e s s  for the record a nd you w i l l  have f ive 

m inutes to give your comments . 

MS . MAY ; My n ame is Mary May , I ' m a 

r e s i d e n t  o f  the Teton Val ley i n  I daho . I ' m  here to 

s t a te my opp o s i t ion to the Spec i a l i zed I sotope Separatio 

P ro j ec t .  

I c a nnot support a s o c i a l l y  a nd moral 

project l ik e  th is . I c annot support a proj ect that 

woul d  produce fuel for nuc l e a r  weapon s . The p r o j ect 

that w i l l  p roduce 1 4 0  tons of p lu tonium contaminated 

waste , a nd i n  produc i n g  that w a s t e , that toxic waste , 

the Depa rtme n t  has not adequate l y  add res sed the means 

by which i t ' s  g o ing to be s a f e l y  trans ported o r  s a f e l y  

a nd perma n e n t l y  s tored . 

A p r o j e c t  that is s u pport ing n u c l e a r  pro-

l i fe r a t i o n  whi l e  the rest o f  the wor l d  i s  recommendinq 

that our wor l d  l eaders be recog n i zed with the Nobel 

Peace  Price  for the i r  i n i t i a l  actions i n  our nuc l e a r  

1 . 1  

4 . 1 3 

5 . 3 0 . 1 . 1 3 

4 . 1 4 

weapon d i s a rmame n t ,  a p ro j e c t  that propos e s  $ 9 0 0  6 . 3  
b e  spent  when our burgeoni ng n at io n a l  debt is  probably 

21 our l e ad i ng threat to our n a t i o n a l  security , a nd a 

22 pro j ec t  that w i l l  burden f u ture generations with our 

6 . 5 . 5  
23 nucl e a r  w a s t e , the g r o s s  n a t i o n a l  deb t ,  a nd contaminate 

� our environment because  we a r e  so e a s i l y  becoming a 

25 g e n e r a t i o n  that i s  i n te l l ectu a l l y  l a z y  and soc i a l l y  

3 0 6  May 
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5 . 1 . 3 7 

3 . 4  

1 � i rr e s pons i b l e  to think beyond our immediate needs _ _  

our immediate g a i n s . 

i I n  s i tting h e r e  t h i s  evening and l i stening 

to some o f  fue  other commen t s  and tes timony , I ' d  l ik e  to 

a l s o  make some comments to the idea o f  s p i no f f s . I f  

6 i t ' s  s p i n o f f s  we r e a l l y  wan t ,  I simply recommend that 

l our State a nd our national  l eaders  s imply support and 
� 8 I I r e fu nd or re-al l ocate those dol l a r s  for the  s p i n o f f s  

1 0  

1 1  

1 2  

13  

14 and not to t h i s  idea of p ro l i f e ration  o f  nucl ear 

weapons . 

Rel at i ve to the i s sue of s a fetY I I co�mend 

those peo p l e  who are sugges t i ng that the INEL h a s  a 

very c l e a n  and s a f e  record and that they have adequat e l y  

addre s s e d  t h e  s a f e t y ,  and yet I a l so recog n i z e  there ' s  

1 5  human e r ro r ,  and I t h i nk that ' s  been we l l  demonst rated 

16 at Cherno b l e  and Three M i l e  I s l and . 

17 And as I ' ve l i stened t h i s  even i ng , I ' ve 

18 a nd quite f rank l y  d i dn ' t  unde r s tand , the 

19 p h il osophy for s u g g e s t i n g  that ma i n t a i n ing o r  

W b u i l d i n g  our n u c l e a r  forces may fUnction a s  an 

21 deterrent to n u c l e a r  war . Howeve r ,  I ask  you 

22 indivi dual l y  r e f l e c t  upon how you feel with threats 

confrontati ons . I wou l d  l ik e  to b e l ieve that mo s t  

� u s , i f  i n  a con f ronta t i o n  with a ne ighbo r , we don ' t  

� out and go i n  s ea rch o f  b i g g e r  s t i ck s .  

3 0 7  May 

1 I 
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10 

1 1  

1 2  

13  

14 

1 5  

Let ' s ,  I wou l d  a s k  tha t  we re-al lo c ate those 

f unds i n  support o f  med i c a l  and educational p rograms , 6 . 3  
i n  support o f  programs that wi l l  reduce the probab i l i ty 

o f  human error . These are t h e  things I think w i l l  

truly and more genu i n e l y  and more expediently come to 

peac e .  

At the s ame time , I would l ik e  to submi t 

s ome pe t i t i o n s  or s ignatures of indiv idua l s  who have 

s igned pet i tions f rom the r e s i d e n t s  o f  Teton County and 

t h e  r e s id e n t s  o f  C l ark County . I wou l d  a l s o  l ik e  to 

suggest there a r e  p robabl y  a few people who l i ve i n  

Cl a rk County who a r e  f rom eastern  parts o f  the Un ited 

State s ,  o r  what was i t ,  the l and of nuts and f r u i t s ?  

Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  We are in receipt o f  

16 several  pe t i ti o n s  p r e s e n ted to us by commenter Mary May . 

17 We ' l l f i l e  those Mary May p etitions  and la b el  them a s  

1 8  Exh i b i t  1 2 7  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  record . 

19 At t h i s  p o i n t , understand there was one 

� a d d i t ional  i n d ividual  f rom D r iggs or the Teton area 

21 that was h e r e  that wanted to be accommodate d .  I s  that 

22 true? 

23 I f  no t ,  we ' l l go a head and begin w i t h  our 

� r egu l a r  speakers l i s t  for this  evening ' s  program . 

25 F i r s t  of a l l , Lex i e  Frenc h ,  f o l lowed by 

3 0 8  May 

2

14a
d not to this idea of proliferation of nuclear

w apons.

Relative to the issue of safety, I commend

t ose people who are suggesting that the INEL has a

✓ ry clean and safe record and that they have adequately
heard,

a dressed the safety, and yet I also recognize there's
people's

h man error, and I think that's been well demonstrated
even

16 a Chernoble and Three Mile Island.
Luiportant

17
to

18 and quite frankly didn't understand, the
23 and

19 philosophy for suggesting that maintaining or

of

building our nuclear forces may function as an
go

deterrent to nuclear war. However, I ask you

And as I've listened this evening, I've

22 individually reflect upon how you feel with threats

confrontations. I would like to believe that most

24 us, if in a confrontation with a neighbor, we don't

25 out and go in search of bigger sticks.

2

3

4

115

7

8

9

10

15
11

12

13

14

23

307 May



� 
� 
<..n 

10 

1 1  

12 
1 3  

14 
15 
1 6  

1 7 
18 

4 . 1  
19 

20 
6 . 3  21 

22 
4 . 1 3 23 

24 
5 . 2 . 1 5 25 

I 0 7 6  

Larry Haoux , f o l l owed by John Stephenson . A r e  a nyof 

those indiv idua l s  h ere ? 

(NO r e s ponse . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  I ' l l c a l l  the next 

l is t ,  a group of three : Ang i e  Week s ,  John Tanne r ,  

C h r i s t  Lempke ?  

( No response . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  We ' l l move onto the 

next l i st o f  three : Ken Johnso n ,  f o l lowed by P a u l a  

Jul l ,  B r i a n  Hammond ? 

step forwa r d , p l e a s e , and give your name and 

addres s f o r  t h e  record . 

MS . JUL L :  My name i s  P a u l a  Jul l . I l ive at 

78 W i l low Avenue , Pocate l l o , Idaho . 

THE HEARING OFFICER : Thank you . 

MS . JULL : I ' m  a l it t l e  nervous . I am h e r e  

tonight t o  que s t ion t h e  need f o r  t h e  S I S  P r o j e c t  a s  

stated i n  t h e  D r a f t  E I S .  

A s  a c i t i zen o f  t h i s  coun t r y ,  I q u e s t i o n  the 

use  o f  our f in a n c i a l  r e sources i n  t h i s  way .  We have 

t r emendous s toc k p i l e s  o f  nuc l e a r  weaponry , more t h a n  we 

need to deter threats to our security . Recy c l ing o f  

e x i s t i ng warheads c a n  p rovide enough p l utonium to 

3 0 9  J u l l  

10  

1 1  

12 
1 3  

1 4  

ma i n t a i n  this a b s u r d  a r s e n a l . T h e  Strategic Arms Re-

duct ion Talks  prom i s e  to b r i n g  thousands more of those 

warheads to r e t i r ement and u s e  a s  fue l . want my tax 

dol l a r s  s pent more w i s e l y .  A t  a time when our country 

is in s e r ious deb t ,  when b a s i c  human needs are not b e i ng 

met ,  a b i l l ion do l l a r s  f o r  such a P r o j e c t  i s  wasteful . 

As a c i t i z e n  of Idaho , I que s t ion the 

and t h e  p rudence of such a Pro j ec t . Some expe rts w i l l  

s a y  t h a t  pl uton ium c a n  be  handled s a f e l y , b u t  DOE ' s  

own record at Hanf ord , Savannah River and Rocky F l a t s  

p roves t h a t  t h a t  i s  not a lways t h e  cas e .  I d o  n o t  want 

to risk the reputation and future of Idaho to such pre-

d i c t i on s .  I becaMe a c i t i z e n  of Idaho because o f  i t s  

reputat ion f o r  u n s po i l ed w i l d e r n e s s  and c l ean l iving . 

15 T h i s  i s  a precious g i f t  that few have . A s h i f t  towards 

1 6  weapon p roduction at INEL seems incompati b l e  with what 

1 7 Idaho stands fo r .  Idaho deserves bette r .  Our repre-

18 s e n t a t i v e s  in W a s h i ngton s hould b r i ng us better than 

19 t h i s  f o r  our h a rd-earned tax do l l a r s .  

w F in a l l y ,  as a c i t i z en of the wor ld ,  I am 

21 opposed t o  t h i s  P r o j e c t  because i t  i s  involved 

22 with n u c l e a r  weapons p roduction . T h i s  i s  mat e r i a l  f o r  

23 warheads - warheads that w i l l  k i l l ,  maim and poison us 

24 decade s . When I v i s i ted Japa n ,  young Japanese wou l d  

� me , " Why d i d  your country do t h i s  h o r r i b l e  thing to 
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14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

peopl e ? "  All  I could say was , " I t  wasn ' t  m e ,  it was  my 

father ' s  generation . "  I didn ' t  know how to answer 

that . Wel l ,  now it i s  my generation ' s  turn to say 

" enough " . I t  is time to encourage our l eaders to re-

duce t h i s  horrible risk , to put our resources to b u i l d in 

our natio n ,  not destroying i t w  

I ' d  l ike a l s o  t o  read a t e s t imony f rom a 

person who can ' t  make it as part of my t e s t imon y ,  okay ? 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  That ' s  f ine , as long 

a s  you ' re within the t ime l im i t .  

MS . JULL : How much time d o  I have ? 

THE HEARING OFF ICER:.  Two and a h a l f  

MS . JULL : I ' l l try to make it short . 

THE HEARING O F F I C E R ,  Thank you . 

MS . JULL : T h i s  is f rom Scott Evans who 

l ives i n  Pocatel l o ,  Idah o ,  a l so . 

"We l i ve in a t ime of many wonderful oppor-

tun it i e s . Technol ogy , i n  many way s ,  has eased our l i f e ,  

making i t  longer and healthi er . S t i l l ,  i n  t h i s  same day 

and age there are so many threats to l i f e .  The A I D S  

epidemic has brought f ear i nto m a n y  everyday l ives , the 

22 world i t s e l f  i s  pl agued w ith wards and s k i rm i s h e s  and 

23 c rimes that seem to s how no regard for human l i f e  and 

24 we humans , the a nimal s  with the abil i ty to reas o n ,  f ind 

� it necessary to seek out way s ,  reasons to d e s t roy l i fe _ 

3 1 1  Ju11 

1 0  

1 1  

ravagi n g  rain forests , forcing spec ies , some a s  of 

yet undi scovered , to the brink o f  extinction . When w i l l  

we stop? When w i l l  w e  rea l i z e  t h e  value of l i f e ,  how 

prec ious it i s ,  how l a s t ing it has bee n .  I t  i s  t ime 

to make a s tand , a respectful stand if you w il l ,  a moral 

stand i f  you mu s t .  Let ' s  stop thinking o f  ways to put 

a n  end to l i f e  on  this planet and begin putting our 

e f forts i nto the cUltivation and cont inuance of l i f e ,  

t h e  protect ion and preservat ion o f  our home - not a 

h o u s e .  N o t  a hometown but our planet Eart h .  Jobs are 

not the issue - i f  they are then l et ' s  s t imulate j ob s  

12  that are constructive not des truct ive . What the i s sue 

13 real l y  i s  is the sense l ess  and wasteful p r o l i feration 

14  o f  d i s ease and des truction . Somewhere I somehow we mus t  

1 5  start  to stop t h i s  trend that l eads o n l y  to our end . 

16 Let ' s  s tart here i n  Idaho , a state proud of its  wilder-

1 7 n e s s  environmen t .  A s tate that once again can estab l is h  

18 a new front i e r ;  one f il l ed with sa fety , security and a 

19 prospering natural environment . Say no to the S I S  

20 and by doing so cast a yes vote f o r  a s a f e  and sane worl 

21  Scott Evans . "  

22 THE HEARING OFFICER:  We w i l l  mark her 

23 i n c l u s ion i n  the record as Exhi b i t  1 3 3  the written 

� commen t s  of Paula Jul l .  We ' l l mark her inclus ion i n  

2 5  the record as Exhibit 1 3 4  the w r i t t e n  comments of 
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Joann Crane Johnson , and a s  Exhibit 1 3 5 ,  the written 

comments of Scott Evans . 

At this point I w i l l  continue reading on 

down our l is t  of s cheduled cornrnenters for this evening : 

Brian Hammond , Mr . C l i f f  Bryan , M r .  Russ 

squ ire s ,  Mr . David Scholes ,  Mr . John Lock e , Mr . James L.  

watters . If a ny of these people are here , I would ask 

you to s tand up and move to the f ront . Miss  C h r i s t i ne 

K e l l y ,  M r .  Shawn A .  Saf ford , Ms . Rachel Newto n .  

S i r ,  i f  you wou ld step forward a n d  state 

your name and addres s .  

This gentleman w i l l  b e  taking the slot o f  

C h r i s t i n e  K e l l y .  

M R .  STOELTING : Mr . Chairma n ,  ladies and 

g en t l eme n ,  my name is Tom Stoe l t ing , and I live at 

8 3 7  West B e nto n ,  Pocate l l o ,  Idaho . I have l ived there 

for 18 years , having moved to Idaho f rom North Dakota 

18 in 1 9 7 0 .  I was drawn t o  this part o f  the country by 

19 its beaut i f u l  mountans and , at the t ime , its r e l a t ive ly 

� fresh  a i r  and clean wate r .  I n  the very s hort period o f  

2 1  t ime s in c e ,  geolog i c a l l y  speak i n g , the mountains have 

22 r i s e n  in height and the wate r and a i r  qual ity has f a l l e n  

23 increased height o f  the mountains has occurred as  

� consequence of s h i f t ing substructures underlying 

� Southeastern Idaho , whic h ,  geologists w i l l  t e l l  you , 

3 1 3  Stoelting 
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i s  very unstab l e .  T h e  lowered quality o f  water and air 

results mostly f rom reduced oxygen levels and in-

c reased pollutant levels i n  both elements . Regard l e s s  

o f  the specif i c  causes ,  the qual itative change has b e e n  

notable a n d  b o d e s  i l l  for all  l i f e ,  human a n d  otherwi s e . 

My oppos i t i o n  to the s i ting of the S I S  here 

or anywhere is based on the inherent f a i l abil i ty o f  

humankind a n d  its contraptions , t h e  unavoidable d e -

structiveness o f  t h e  product plutonium a n d  i t s  b y -

products , and the irrespons i b l e  application o f  wea l th 

and resources ,  money , natura l ,  technolog ical and huma n , 

for des tructive purposes i n  the face of great pove r t y ,  

massive malnutr i t ion , d i s e a s e , crumb l i n g  institutions 

and i n f rastructure , home l e s sness and ignoranc e .  I d o  

n o t  want S I S  constru c t ed anywhe re . We need j obs , for 

sure , but we need j obs that will make the worl d  a 

health ie r ,  safer  place . P roduc ing more plutonium w i l l  

1 8  not d o  eithe r .  I t  w i l l  c reate more instab il ity i n  inter  

19 national relationsh ips and in the environment . I t  

� certainly w i l l  produce mu ch more very haz ardous waste 

21 and risks to l i f e  its e l f  through i t s  production , trans-

2 2  portat io n ,  storage and , horror of horros , holocaustic 

2 3  use as i ntended f i n al l y .  I t  i s  not needed i n  any sense 

2 4  o f  the word . 

25 What is needed is a red e f i n i ng of security 0 
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some b a s i s  ot her than m i l itary migh t .  W e  need t o  re-

gard l iteracy , equ i t y ,  j us t ice , cooperat i o n , hea l t h ,  

access t o  s e r v i c e s  a n d  resourc e s , and democ ratic 

partic ipat ion a s  cornerstones of our security as a 

10 

1 1  

12 

13 

14  

1 5  

society . I t  i s  obvious t he world over that m i l i ta r y  

power b r i n g s  n e i t h e r  security nor peace . I do not want 

my tax do l la r s  (currently more than half  o f  every dol l a r  

col l ected ) to go f o r  S I S  P r o j ect s ,  M X  m i s s i l e s , contra 

aid,  nuclear subs , " escort s e r v i c e "  i n  the P e r s i a n  Gu l f ,  

o r  troops t o  i nvade and occupy foreign shores . I want 

my dol l a r s  s p e n t  on med i c a l  services , hous ing , food , 

education , rebu i lding i n f ra s tructures , protecting the 

environmen t ,  improving o u r  j us t i c e  s ys tem , and h e l p i ng 

nations of peo p l e  a c h ieve bonds of trust and cooperation 

The  same hundreds o f  m i l l io n s  of dol l a r s  proposed for th  

16 S I S  Pro j ect c o u l d  be much more w i s e l y  spent  in those 

17 truly creating a s a f e r ,  h e a l t h i e r  wor l d  for everyone 

waYf 
and 

18 

19 

many more j ob s  to boo t .  

T H E  HEARING OFF I C E R :  I w i l l  mark a s  

W Exhibit 1 3 6  f o r  inclus ion in the record the wr itten 

2 1  statement of Tom S t o e l t ing , S-t-o-e- I - t - i - n - g .  

22 I f  you woul d  step f o rward a nd p l ea s e  give us  

n name and address for the record . 

24 MS . NEWTON : My name is Rachel  Newton ,  and 

2 5  l ive at 7 8  W i l l owwood Avenue , Pocatel l o ,  8 3 2 0 4 .  

3 1 5  Newton 
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I woul d  l ike to f i r s t  make it known to the 

record that j u s t  because people c a re about Idaho and 

the l and does not make them commu n i s t s . 

As a sma l l  chi l d , I was  t e r r i f ied of dying 

i n  a nuclear war . I a lways thought that as I got o l d e r , 

( I  was eight  at the time ) , MY f e a r  would d i s sipate -

t h a t  I woul d  real i z e  the i rration a l ity of my f e e l i n g s . 

But the o l der I get , the l ess  t h i s  s eems to be the c a s e .  

I r e a l l y  can ' t  b e l ieve that you ' re l e t t i n g  t h i s  -

and it is insane - - pervade t h e  whol esome beau ty o f  

I d ah ' s  l andsc ape . T h e  mount a i n s , the fore s t s ,  the 

rivers , the w i l d l i f e  - you ' re w i l l i n g  to throw all o f  

that away f o r  a few quick buck s ,  comp l e t e l y  d i s regarding 

t h e  long-term effects on the State ? This incl udes the 

state  o f  the economy when the S I S '  " mi s s i o n "  i s  done and 

everyone working there becomes u nempl oyed . The S I S ' 

max imum l if e  span , not taking into e f f e c t  the INF Treaty 

and START talks , is seven years . Then what?  

Tho s e  agreements would bring back more than 

W e nough p lutoniuM for whatever the DOE has in mind , 

21 comp l e t e l y  e l iminat i n g  the need for the S I S . We a l re ad�' 

22 have e nough nuc l e a r  weapons to des troy the e arth many 

23 times ove r .  I sn ' t  once enoug h ?  What about an  accident 

� t h e  road? T h e  powde red form t h e  p lutonium wou l d  b e  

� trave l i n g  across  Idaho in woul d  make it impo s s i b l e  to 
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recover a l l  of t he product i n  the event of an acc ide nt . 

5 . 2 4 . 2 2 And at the plant  itse l f ?  The INEL ' s  s a f e t y  record may 

be admirab l e , but the DOE ' s  is n o t .  The DOE has  a l ready 

contaminated many p l ace s ,  a f ew o f  which are Los A l amo s ,  

Hanford , and Rocky F la t s . D o  you want t o  add Idaho to 

the DOE ' s  contaminated l i s t ?  

Where wou l d  t h e  waste be s t o r e ?  They ' ve 

been consider ing the W I P P ,  but it has  developed leaks 

5 . 3 0 . 2 . 1  9 that some s c i en t i s ts b e l ieve w i l l  make i t  u s e l e s s , and 

6 . 4 . 4  

2 . 7 . 2  

10 the Draft  E I S  has not proposed a n  a l ternative s i te for 

1 1  the was t e .  

1 2  The nuc l e a r  weapons industry i s  constantly  

1 3  f luctua ting , and with the  downward trend i t ' s  b e e n  

14 e v i denced by the INF Treaty and START talks , wouldn ' t  i t  

15  be a l it t l e  foolish to b a s e  our State ' s  economy on a n  

16  i ndustry that ' s  decre a s i n g  rather than something which 

1 7  wou l d  bene f i t  Idaho in a more positive manner and better 

18 pave the way toward Idaho ' s  futur e ?  

1 9  Even a f t e r  l ooking a t  a l l  o f  these aspects 

20 of the proposed S I S ;  the questions of n e e d ,  the envi ron-

21  mental ram i f ication s ,  waste d i sposal ,  and economic s ,  

22 there ' s  one question n o t  addre ssed - the question o f  

n mora l ity . We are a l l  taught as children that i t  i s  

� wrong to k i l l , yet peopl e  w i l l  ral ly together f o r  a 

� chance at a p ro j ec t  whose sole purpose i s  to f u rther 

3 1 7  Newton 

the produ ct ion of nuc l e a r  bo� Aren ' t  nuc l e a r  bombs 

s imply a method o f  murde r i n g  m i l l ions o f  people at the 

s ame t ime ? What ' s  happen i ng to o u r  value s ?  Have we 

degenerated to the point where human l iv e s  no longer 

mean anything to us?  I f  your answer is no , then why 

are you in support of the S I S ?  The S I S  is a death 

f ac tory , a nd I hope that Idahoans will re-examine the 

their consciences  and their p r i o r i t ies and make the 

r ight d e c i s i o n  - there are far too m a ny ways i n  which 

10 Idaho wou l d  bene f i t  more f rom the money they i nves t .  

1 1  o u r  choice , Idaho - we ' ve g o t  to take respon s i b i l i ty for 

12  

13 

14  

15  

our actions and say " NO "  to the S I S .  

I a l s o  have f ou r  written testimonies f rom 

peopl e who couldn ' t  make it tonigh t .  

T H E  HEARING O F F I C E R :  Thank you . We ' l l 

16 m ark as Ex h i b i t  1 3 7  for i n c l us ion in the record , the 

17 written comme n t s  of Rach e l  Newton . And I ' l l reserve 

18  the next four exh ibit numbers f o r  the comme nts that she 

19 a l so passed o n  f rom individuals who can ' t  be here . 

20 Let I s go o f f  the record for a momen t .  

21 

22 
(A d i s c u s s i o n  was held o f f  
the record . )  

23 THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  Back on the record . 

� next three names o n  our l i st  are La r r i e  Thorne , 

� Scott Reed , Gary Park . 
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(NO res ponse . )  

THE HEARING OFFIC E R :  T h e  n e x t  set o f  three 

a re Jim Norto n ,  Margo Proksa , F l orence Nowberg . 

Could we have your name and address for 

the record , s i r ?  

MR.  NORTO N :  M y  name is  T i m  Norto n ,  I l ive 

at 4 9 3 2  Sheph erd i n  Chubbuck , Idaho , and I h ave two 

l etters f rom p eople who cou l d  not be here , Vickie 

Watson and Karen John s o n ,  both of Pocatel l o .  

I was born and ra i s ed in Idaho , I a m  now 

3 1  years o l d .  I have f a l l e n  in  love with our l andscape 

and with the wonderful  people that l ive here . I t  

f rightens me t h a t  a substanc e  that i s  h ighly toxic and 

rema ins so for 2 0 , 0 0 0  years could be  brought to Idaho 

i n  l arge quantities that are al ready here and o f  the 

frag i l e  and active l andscape that i t  rests o n .  I a m  

opposed t o  the S I S  Proj ect f o r  those reasons . 

While I was g rowing up here in I daho I was 

taught that i t  was good to work hard and make honest 

money . I was a l so t o l d  that it was wrong to make money 

21 doing t hings that hurt peop l e  or broug ht them mis-

22  fortune . It seems to me immoral to work on a proj e c t  

n that produ c e s  a highly toxic substance for the purpose 

U k i l l ing o t h e r  peopl e ,  and t h a t  in  t h e  process o f  

� peopl e it  l ay s  was te to the l and and renders i t  

3 1 9  Norton 
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u n l iveab l e  for thousands of years . 

I was taught that my body is a templ e  and 

that I should  take care o f  i t .  

I was taught that t h e  earth which nourishes 

me i s  to be cared f o r  and respected , not put into 

j eopardy and contaminated for any amount of money . 

I am very proud to be an Idaho nat ive � 

wish my t e st imony to be put on record as being opposed 

to the SIS Pro j ec t  i n  confidence that Idaho can make a 

wise r ,  safer  and more respectable dec i s ion to her 

economic prob l ems � 

THE HEARING OFFICER:  The written comment 

of Mr. Tim Norton w i l l  be  inc l uded in the record as 

Exhibit No . 1 4 3 .  

Prior t o  tha t ,  l e t  m e  g o  back for the 

record to indicate that the four add itional comments 

provided by Rac h e l  Newton are Exhibit 1 3 8 , Sean Judd ; 

Exhibit 1 3 9 , Caron Jon e s ;  Exhibit 1 4 0 ,  Laurie McNamara ; 

Exhibit 1 4 1 ,  Lyn Kau f fman . 

And the additional written comments recei ve� 

by Mr . Tim Norton are Exhibit 1 4 3 .  The comments o f  

n Vicki Watson are Exhibit 1 4 4 ,  the written comment o f  

23 Karen Johnson i s  Exhibit 1 4 5 .  

24 Ma l am ,  i f  you could p l ease state your name 

25 and address for the record , you have five minutes . 
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MS . PROKSA:  M y  name i s  Margo proK s a ,  and 

I l ive a t  5 1 9 2  west Old H ighway 9 1  in Pocatel l o .  

For t h e  hearing record , March 2 5 ,  1 9 8 8 ,  A 

Comment On The Spec ial  I so tope Separation P ro j ect 

Draft Environmental S tatement . 

I ' m  go ing to preface this  and say that when 

I _ - I ' ve been working on u n i t ing the oppos ition in 

Southeast Idaho . I ' m  proud of that . I ' ve talked to 

lots and lots of people over the l a s t , oh , probably 

'0 eight or nine months about the S I S .  And I know there ' s  

" a lot of oppo s i t ion out there , and i t ' s  b e e n  my s o l e  

'2  purpose to talk SIS with eve rybody . 

13 And when I got to the point where it was 

' 4  t ime for me to write my t e s t imony , I f e l t  that i t  was 

15 more important to d i s t i l l  my impressions a t  this point 

' 6  o f  the people involved in  t h i s  d i a l ogue . And these 

1 7  are t h e  words that happened , and 1 1 m  told t h a t  this i s  

18  c a l l ed free vers e .  

'9 The t i t l e  is  Idaho f a l l s , get it? Fal l s .  
5 . 2 7 . 6 . 9  20 Ignorance is not o n l y  rampant it is prou d .  

6 . 1 . 1  

21 and power drive the parade o f  f 0 6 l s  s e l f  centered 

22 short-s ighted d e structive and dangerou s .  B i l l ion 

n eagerly pursued by drool ing arrogant s e l f -

� SIS we l fare j u n k i es . They ' re w i l l in g  to take 

� risks with our h e a l th , the frag i l e  earth and 

3 2 1  Proksa 
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a l l  its i nhabitants great or sma l l .  They ' re not paying 

attent i o n .  These mistakes have all been made b e f o r e ,  

they ' re nothing new .  Come to y o u r  senses  plea s e .  Some 

of us are v e ry angry , we ' re shocked , d i sappointed , we ' re 

f e a r f u l  of what tomorrow w i l l  bring . Many generations 

are about to suffer the e f f ec t s  o f  the ir pluton ium 

fantasy . SOS not S I S .  

have the testimony o f  20  other Pocat e l l a n s  

who couldn ' t  be  here , and I ' d  l ik e  them a l l  to go i nto 

the record . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  The written testimony 

o f  Margo Proksa w i l l  be e ntered i nto the record as 

Exhibit 1 4 6 .  The add itional  t e st imony from Poc a t e l l o  

we w i l l  nu�ber at the e nd o f  the h e a r i n g  and i nc l ude i n  

the record a t  that p o i n t .  

w i l l  g o  ahead and continue read ing down 

the l i s t .  I w i l l  read t h e  next t e n  names . If you are 

in t h i s  grou p ,  please s tep forward : Mr . Rick price , 

Ms . J e a n  E l l e ,  Mr . Lynn Scot t ,  Mr . W i l l iam J .  D a l ton , 

� M r .  Ric Cantre l l , M r .  Reese Burke , Mr . Colvin Jergi n s , 

2' Mr . Gary F l e i s c�mann ,  Ms . Kaye Turn e r .  

22 Anyone in that grou p ,  please step forward . 

23 S i r ,  can you please give us your name and addr e s s  for 

24  record? 

25 M R .  JERGIN S :  I ' m  Colvin Jerg i n s ,  7 7 5  South 

3 2 2  Jergins 
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THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  I ' m  sorry , s i r ,  I 

didn ' t  g e t  your name . 

MR. JERG I N S : C o l v i n  Jerg i n s , C - o - l -v-i - n .  

I ' m here i n  support o f  t h e  S I S . I t  is my posi tion t h a t  

our e lected l eaders in Was h i ng ton , D . C .  w h o  a re privy 

to i n formation tha t  we don ' t  h ave made a dec i s ion that 

t h i s  nation needs more p lutonium .  I feel that they 

know more about i t  tha n  I do . I h ave conf idence in 

t h e  l eaders o f  our n a t i o n ,  and if you don ' t  have con-

f id e nce i n  the l eaders o f  our nation , then we ' re in 

b i g  troub l e .  

For t h a t  reaso n ,  I bel ieve there i s  a need 

4 .  1 5 .  1 14 f o r  p luton ium . I further b e l ieve that the p l a nt w i l l  

1 5  be b u i l t  somewhere i n  the United States . I have a l o t  

1 6  o f  conf idence in the craft smen i n  t h e  l o c a l  area . I h a v  

1 7  c o n f idence i n  t h e  manageme nt a t  t h e  I daho National  

2 �2 . 1  
18 E n g i nee r ing Lab , and for those reasons , I b e l ieve t h i s  

1 9  p l a n t  s hould be buil t  here a t  t h e  INEL . 

20 This  p l a n t ,  i n  my opinio n ,  is the preferred 

21 method of obtaining more plutonium . The reason for 

2 . 2 . 2  22 i n  my opini o n ,  i s  t h a t  i t  takes exi s t i ng plutonium 

23 separates a d e s i r a b l e  weapons g rade p lutonium from 

� pre s e n t l y  unde si ra b l e  g rade p lutonium , rather than 

� more p luton ium . 

3 2 3  Jergi n s  

I ' ve l i stened to a l o t  o f  commen t s  t h i s  

e v e n i n g  f rom those o f  y o u  w h o  a re oppo s e d  to the s i t e ,  

t h e  Speci a l  I so tope Sepa ration P l a n t ,  n o t  o n l y  a 

location i n  Idaho , but opposed to it i n  the wor l d  any-

where . I respect your opinion, a nd I t h i nk that your 

opinions  a re n eeded i n  the n a t i o n a l  - the way w e  d o  

bus i n e s s  i n  our n a t i o n .  

I t ' s  important that you note that your 

o p i n i o n s  are presented h e re by the very government 

10 which i s  defended by the presence of these n u c l e a r  

1 1  weapon s .  Wi thout these weapon s ,  I f e e l  t h a t  foreign 

1 2  g overnments woul d  h ave t h e i r  say,  and our government 

13 woul d  not e x i s t .  I f irmly b e l ieve t h a t . 

14 I ,  too , abhor the thought of nuc l ear w a r .  

1 5  The thoug h t  o f  a ny nuc l e a r  bomb woul d be detonated a ny- 3 . 4  
1 6  where in t h i s  n a t ion s c a res me , and I t h i nk about it 

17 the s ame as many of you who are opposed to t h i s  p l a nt . 

18 For t h a t  reas o n ,  I t h i nk t h i s  nation needs more nuc l e a r  

1 9  weapon s .  

20 I further t h i nk that s ome o f  t h e  people who 

21 a re opposed to t h i s  plant  and to nuc l e a r  weapons a l l  

22 together base t h e i r  oppo s it i o n  on emot i o n a l  reasoning 

n rather t h a n  l o g i c a l  rea s on i ng . 

24 Our government is not perfec t ,  but in my 

� opinion i t ' s  the best form of government on e arth today . 
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Fa i l u re to make a strong n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  w i l l  re s u l t  

i n  t h i s  form of government n o t  e x i s t i ng anymore . 

support the S I S ;  I support it at Idaho F a l l s  at the 

and I urge that it be done . Thank you . 

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  Lad i e s  and gentleme n ,  

i t  i s  now c l o s e  t o  1 1 : 0 0 which was the p o i n t  i n  t ime 

we had determined we wou l d  e nd this e v e n i ng ' s  ses s i o n .  

B y  m y  cou n t ,  I h a v e  somewhere between e ight a nd t e n  

hands go u p  when peop l e  were a s ked i f  they we r e  g o i n g  

to - - i f  t h e y  w e r e  on  the speakers l i s t  w a n t i n g  t o  

t e s t i f y  toni g h t . Und e r s tand , I ' ve  been i n  t h i s  c h a i r  

f o r  c lo s e  to n i n e  h o u r s  now . We have to conduct o n e  

o f  t h e s e  tomorrow , but a t  t h e  s ame t i m e  rea l i z ing t h e r e  

m a y  be s o m e  of y o u  out t h e r e  w h o  m a y  have a part icu l a r  

h a r d s h i p  who can ' t  come on Wednesday f o r  t h e  hearing , 

w i t h  that b e i ng s a id , is there anybody out there t h a t  

i s  on  the s p e a k e r s  l i s t  that i s  s t i l l  h e r e  t h a t  cannot 

be at e ither the afternoon or the even i ng Wednesday 

s e s s io n ,  upcoming continuance ? a s k  you to s tep forwar 

We l v e  got one here . Anyone e l s e ?  I ' ve 

21 a l ready c a l l ed you , so we have one , two , three , f o u r .  

2 2  A l l  r i g ht . 

23 I appre c i ate your indul g e nce in that regard . 

� now h a ve four f i n a l  commenters for t h i s  evening ' s  

25 I ' l l a s k  t h e  gentl eman here whose name I c a l l e  

3 2 5  

1 08 2  

e a r l i e r  t o  step forward and g i v e  h is name and add r e s s  

f o r  t he record . Y o u  h a v e  f ive m i nu te s to comme n t , s i r .  

M R .  CANTRE L L :  I ' m  Ric Cantre l l , a pol i ti c a l  

science m a j o r  a t  Ricks C o l lege i n  Rexb u r g .  

I ' ve b e e n  t h i nk i n g  about Atoms for P e a c e  

and rememb e r i ng a d reaM . A dream I s h a r e  w i t h  everyone 

who h a s  a spark of hum a n i ty i n  them . 

I know my truth may not be you r s , but p l ea s e  

l is t e n  ope n l y  and l e t ' s  f ind a n  answe r . 

10 F i r s t  o f  a l l , l e t ' s  c u t  through the n o i s y  

" hype e n shrou d i ng t h i s  th i n g  a nd see S I S  for what i t  i s .  

12 A plant produ c i ng deadly p l utonium for nuc l e a r  weapo n s . 

13 I ' m  proba b l y  younge r  t h a n  most of you h e r e  

1 4  but , l ik e  you , I ' m  g o i n g  to have a f a m i l y  some d a y . 

15  And they w i l l  grow up in whatever kind o f  world we choos 

' "  to g ive them . I don ' t  want my sons and daughters g rowin 

1 7  up w i t h  a f e a r  o f  the earth . I n  a l l  its beauty , b e i n g  

1 8  d e s troyed by these u n i m a g i n a b l y  horr i b l e  weapons .  Do 

19  you rea l i ze that every a rms bui ldup i n  the h i story o f  

w e arth h a s  culminated in war?  Do you unders tand t h a t  we 

21 are our c h i ldre n s ' o n l y  hope for the future ? 

22 I t ' s  time , tod a y ,  for every commu n i ty , every 

23  person , to s a y  " enough " to t h i s  madn e s s . s top - look 

24  a round and s e e  the end o f  the road we ' re being l e d  down 

� and g e t  o f f  i t .  I t ' s  t ime for a l l  o f  u s ,  inc l uding 

3 2 6  Cantrel l  
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Southeast Idaho to do our own sma l l  part to make our 

dream of a b etter world a rea l it y .  A world f ree of  

terror . A world that we w i l l  leave b e t te r than we found 

i t . 

We don ' t  need more plutonium . You w i l l  have 

a hard t ime holdi ng on to this dream , this work if  a 

plutonium plant  is an important p i l l a r  to the economy . 

With i t , w i l l  come changes in your t h i nk i n g .  

l ived i n  the tri-cities  Washington for 

eight years - right b y  the Hanford Reservati o n . The 

people there have a hard t ime seeing c l ea r l y  on  issues 

of foreign and dome stic pol ic y .  TheY ' ve developed 

paranoias s e e i ng many good and peaceful things as a 

threat to j o b  secu r i t y ,  because their money is coming 

f rom nuclear weapons produ c t i o n .  I don ' t  w a n t  t h a t  to 

happen here . Your t h i nk i ng w i l l  become twi s ted when 

you ' re c l utching a t  the purse strings of  the arms rac e .  

I t ' s  caused a lot of  content ion i n  the tri-

c i ties . A bu i ldup o f  paranoia , fears and hos t i l e  

f e e l ings . ( You ' v e  already s e e n  the beg i nn i ng of i t  

here i n  your own part o f  the world . )  And now the N 

Reactor has b een shut dow n .  People a r e  los i ng their 

j obs . The economy i s  d y i ng . What will happen after 

S I S  and e ight years are over ?  

Don ' t  p u t  bl i nders on a n d  s e e  o n l y  t h e  j ob s  

3 2 7  Cantrell 

b rought h ere to Southea s t e r n  Idaho and the economic 

shot in the arm . That i s  superf i c i a l . See too your 

dreams of a peace f ul , happie r earth sold out - and 

look years i nto the f uture and see the b lood o n  your 

hands - the blood of  the crying m i l l ions you will have 

unthnk i ng l y  and whole-hearted l y  h e lped to destroy . 

You don ' t  want to look back after i t ' s  a l l  

over a n d  s a y ,  " Yes , I h e l ped cause t h i s . "  

Bringing the S I S  Proj ect may help the 

10 economy for awh i l e  - but i n  doi ng so you will become an 

1 1  i ntegral part of  thi s  lunacy wh ich holds human ity i n  

12 terror . I n  d o i ng so you w i l l  be doing your own sma l l  

1 3  p a r t  i n  s e l l i n g  out the hope . I n  b e t raying a l l  peopl e ' s  

14  dream of  a better wor l d , a less h o s t i l e  world for a l l  

15 our childre n .  

16  There ' s  no q u e s t io n , you ' l l g e t  the 

17 money , but , even JUdas Escariot got h is 3 0  pieces o f  

18 s i lver .  

19 

20 E i s enhowe r :  

21 

I ' d  l ike to quote the words of  Dwigh t  D .  

" T h i s  wor l d  i n  arms i s  not spending money 

n I t  i s  s pe nding the sweat of its  l aborers , the 

n o f  i t s  scienti s t s , the hopes of  its children . 

� i s  n o t  a way o f  l if e  at a l l  i n  a n y  true sense . 

� the c loud of  threa t e n i ng war i t  i s  humanity 
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hangi ng f rom a cros s of iron . "  

Do you s e e  yet - when you l ook S I S  i n  t h e  ey 

that i t ' s  not such a good t h i ng ? INEL i s  respected f o r  

i t s  technolog i c a l  advanc e s ,  sa fety record , a n d  Atoms 

for Peac e .  Don ' t  taint i t  with S I S .  

Let ' s  s a y  you l ike n u c l e a r  weapons o r ,  you 

feel the gove rnments need them to keep the peace . Even 

i f  we kept o n  build ing new and more s trateg i c  weapons , 

we don ' t  need S I S .  I t ' s  beyond a que s t ion o f  n a t i o n a l  

defense  a n d  b e l ieve me I ' m as patrioti c  a s  you . I love 

Ame r ica and the freedom s h e  s tands for . I ' m  1 8 .  I f  

that f reedom i s  threatened , I ' l l be one o f  t he boys 

f i ghting , b l eeding and dying . No one i s  saying , " D i s -

a r m  and l eave o u r  n a t i o n  w e a k  and vul nera b l e  t o  the 

15  e v i l  Soviets or whoever . "  

1 6  How many more t imes do we need to be a b l e  

4 .  1 3  1 7  to des troy our worl d ?  

4 . 2 . 1  

4 . 4 . 7 

4 . 1 5 . 3  

18 We have enough pl utonium. Our nation is 

19 i n  t h e  s tu f f . Thoma s Cochran , co-author of The 

20 Nuclear Databook t a l k s  of p l u tonium's extreme l y  

2 1  delay and how it can be recycled f rom obs o l e t e  

2 2  ( Th e  thing that has  t o  b e  repl aced every 

n years is tritium - a nd S I S  wi l l  have no part i n  

24 tha t . )  As  i t  s t a nd s ,  we have 9 0  tons of plutoniu 

25  e x i s t i ng nuclear weapons , ten tons i n  s tockp i l e ,  and 

3 2 9  Cantre l l  
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ten tons i n  ava i l ab l e  s c r a p .  Because of the INF Treaty , 

we ' l l d i s m a n t l e  about 5 0 0  of our weapons i n  Europe 

giving u s  two more tons . And i f  the START agreeme n t  is 

s igned it could y i e l d  u s  15 mo re tons of add it i o n a l  

p luton ium . I n  co ntra s t ,  t he Savannah Nuclear Reac t o r  

o n l y  produces about one�fourth ton annua l l y .  Y o u  can 

about t h i s  for yours e l f  i n  the March 1 4 th i s sue of 

Newsweek . An a r t i c l e  ca l l ed " The P lutonium Facto r " . 

F r i ends , b e l ieve in the Dream . F o r  without 

it,  what hope do we have i n  the f u tu r e ?  B e l ieve i n  Atom 

for Peace and r e j ect the " anything for a buck " 

The means do not j us t i f y  the end s .  Look hone s t l y  - S I S  

is t h e  s e e d  o f  a mushroom c l oud . I t ' s  a crying waste 

and should have no part i n  our wor l d . 

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  The written comments 

16 of Ric Cantr e l l wil l  be  e ntered i nto the record as 

17 Exhibit 1 4 8 .  

18 If you would please state your name and 

19 address for the record , s i r .  

20 M R .  KUN Z :  M y  name i s  Sam Kun z .  I ' m a 

21 f u l l -time s tudent of I S U ,  an unemployed member of 

22 6 4 8 ,  p l umber and pipefi tters , and a l i f e t ime 

n res ident of Idaho . 

24 I support the e f f o r t s  of DOE to construct 

25 S I S  a t  t h e  INEL . The p a s t  year a team of 

3 3 0  Kun z  
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f rom I SV h ave worked on a pro j ec t  funded by WINCO to 

explore the economic impact that the construction o f  

S I S  wou l d  have on  Idaho ' s  eco nomy . DOE is work i ng in  

conj u n c t i o n  w i th I S U  to a s s u r e  !SU  Va-Tech train ing i s  

compa t i b l e  w i t h  DOE app l ications . 

S I S  wi l l  s timulate Idaho ' s  economy which 

w i l l  prov ide more funding f o r  educatio n .  Th i s ,  in 

turn ,  w i l l  help Idaho compete for better teachers and 

help keep the good teach ers we a l ready have i n  Idaho . 

I t ' s  true that peak h i r i ng of operational 

personnel w i l l  have an e f fect on sch o o l  capac i t ies , 

but then so would any economic recovery Idaho miqht 

expe r i ence . The construction of S I S  w i l l  be a plus f o r  

a l l  of Idaho ' s  schoo l s .  

The construction o f  S I S  would have a huge 

posi tive e f f e c t  on Idah o ' s  economy . The team I men-

t i oned f rom ISU i s  propos in g  the I n s t i tute for Tech-

nology D i v e r s i fication Stud i e s .  T h i s  wi l l  perform 

fa c i l i ta t i ve tasks , not currently wi t h i n  the purview 

of o t h e r  agenc ies . 

T h i s  would h e l p  i n  the technological 

5 . 2 7 . 9 . 4 22 trans f e r  to rura l econom i e s . T h i s  wou l d  a l so h e l p  put 

23 Idaho i n  t h e  arena o f  o i l  technol ogy . 

24 T h i s  proj e c t  w i l l  requ i re $ 1 7 0  m i l l ion i n  

� parts and sub-as sembl i e s , along with a continuing need 

3 3 1  Kunz 
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for $ 1 0  m i l l ion per year in r e p l acement parts during 

operat ion . Coope ration with DOE and INEL contractors 

i n  breaking up purcha s e s  into sma l l  s i z es will be 

requi red so Idaho bus i ne s s e s  can and w i l l  compe t e .  

T h e  construction trades i n  Idaho a r e  i n  

d i r e  n e e d  o f  work . I n  t a l k ing w i th the local  unions , 

I have found t h a t  unemploymen t  i s  between 4 0  to 5 5  

perce n t .  The o n l y  re l ie f  t h a t  t h e s e  wor ker s  have is  

divorce , a l cohol i s m ,  and i n  some cases s u i c ide . 

The pote n t i a l  for growth , prosperity , and 

r e l i e f  i s  there with construction o f  S I S .  Management 

and l abor are wor k i ng tog e t h e r  better than they ever 

have , and together they can and w i l l  meet the demands . 

We constan t l y  h e a r  the a rgument of env i ron-

15 mental contaminatio n .  T h e  waste f rom S I S  i s  a sma l l  

16  amount i n  regards to the amount o f  waste currentl y  

17  generated and managed a t  the INEL . 

18 P roponents of the S I S  wou l d  have us be l i eve 

19 that if t h i s  i s n ' t  bui l t  t h i s  wou l d  e l iminate the 

20 prob l em for rad ioact ive wastes in Idaho . Th is  is not 

21 tru e .  T h e  probl em does ex i s t , but t o  r u n  away i s  not 

22 a s o l u t i o n ,  and i t  is not Idaho ' s  way of d e a l i ng with 

23  the prob l e m .  

24 We cannot stop technology and hope to remedy 

� t h e s e  problems . I t ' s  through technology that we w i l l  
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1 I 
solve these  problems . 

The technology to d e a l  w i t h  these  wastes 

has b e e n  a v a i l a b l e  for 20  years . We can store these 

wastes i n  geolog i c a l l y  s ta b l e  areas of  the Uni ted 
5 I States i n  underg round s a l t  packs which have b e e n  p r e s e n t  

for t housands of y e a r s  and u n d i sturbed by wate r .  T h i s  

i s  a s a fe a l ternative and i s  p ract iced today in Europ e .  

T h i s  technology i s  s topped because o f  p o l i t i c a l  

bickering a n d  f ighting , w h i c h  i s  c h i e f l y  caused b y  

10 groups l ik e  Greenpeace and the Snake River Al l iance . 

1 1  T h e  p a s t  severa l  weeks I h a v e  spent 

1 2  s tudy ing , I have found the m a j ority of Idaho ' s  students ,  

1 3  I daho workers , and I d a ho c i t i z en s  join  me when I say , 

14  " Ye s ,  y e s ,  S I S . "  Thank you . 

15  THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  We w i l l  mark a s  

1 6  Exh i b i t  No . 149  the  written comments of Mr . S am Kun z .  

17 Our n e x t  comm e n t e r ,  p l ease i d e n t i f y  you r -

1 6  s e l f . 

19 MS . PATLA : Debbie Pat l a ,  and I l ive i n  

20 Victor,  Idaho . I have s o r t  of a bedtime s tory , so don ' t  

2' f a l l  a s l eep . 

22 Once upon a t ime , a mag ician  arrived in a 

23 sma l l  v i l lage . The people gathered a round h i m ,  a l l  

24 del ighted . Out of an o l d  sack , the mag i c i a n  produced 

25 a wonderful  s e l ection o f  things . He had toen a i l s  which  

3 3 3  Patla 

10 

11  

1 2  

13  

14  

15  

16  

1 7  

16 

19 

20 

21 

grew into an e lephant . He had an o l d  can which  grew 

i nto a giant tin man . But  a lmos t a s  sudde n l y  a s  they 

appeared , t h e  i l l u s ions vanished again and the people 

s i g h e d .  

The Mayor o f  the v i l l a g e  spoke out , " Th e s e  

i l l u s ions a r e  f i ne , but don ' t  y o u  h a v e  someth ing o f  

value , some t h i ng to m a k e  u s  rich ? "  

" Y e s , yes , "  s houted t h e  merchants .  

The mag i c ia n ' s  face grew s a d ,  and h e  s a i d ,  

" T h e  k i ng has  entrust ed me with a spe c i a l  t h i ng ,  a 

t hi n g  w h i c h  I mu s t  l eave i n  a remote place such a s  

t hi s .  I t  i s  a f ierceso�e t hing . I t  was created to 

produce death , a nd i t  brings death  to a l l  i t  touche s .  

I t  i s  contained with a s p e c i a l  mag i c , s o  pe rhaps death 

will  not touch you here i n  this  v i l l age , but I make no 

prom is e s .  And , yes , i t  may b r i ng you some weal t h , b u t  

t he n  aga i n ,  t h i s  wea l t h  may be  of no m o r e  " v a l u e "  than 

that old tin can . The t h i ng ,  howeve r ,  w i l l  rema i n  h e r e  

f o r  a lmos t foreve r,  and your descendants m a y  have t o  

c lothe thems elves  l i k e  t i n  men , a f ra i d  t o  touch t h e  

e arth . B u t , yes , b e f o r e  t hat , t h e r e  w i l l  b e  riches 

22  to spread out amo ngst you . �1ha t  is your c h o ice ? "  

23 " Ye s ,  yes , riches f i rs t , "  s houted the Mayor 

24 and the mercha n t s . 

25 " W a i t "  cried a farme r .  But h i s  question 
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12 
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15 

and the mag i cian ' s  answer were drowned out by the 

chan t ,  " Ye s , ye s ,  riches now . " 

As Someone who lives near t h i s  v i l lage , I 

want to say how profoundl y a shamed I am of our l eaders 

a nd our merchants who wel come an i ndustry wh ich make s  

a dead l y  substance into a tool o f  destru c t io n .  

D o  you know where t h e  name plutonium comes 

from? It comes from P lu to , God o f  Death of the ancient 

Romans ,  before their  empire f e l l  and t h e i r  Gods  were 

abando n e d .  

INEL has  recently been s e lected by EPA for 

possible  addition to the super fund l is t  of  h a z a rdous 

waste s ites . I h eard t h i s  on t h e  radio l a s t  nigh t .  

I t  was e s t imated a t  3 0  years and $ 3 0  mil l ion t o  c l ean u p  

The pol l u t i o n  o f  that aqu i fer i s  not a pos s i b i l ity . It ' 

16 a real ity we h ave with the Site now , and I don ' t  know 

17 why the medi a  hasn ' t  picked up t h i s  p iece of in forma-

18 t i o n  and to ld c i t izens about i t .  

19 have read parts of the Draft E I S  and then 

� a n  e f fort to understand about S I S .  The more I 

21 t h e  more a l a rmed I grew , and I ' m  tota l l y  

n to the SIS here or anywhere . I have spec i f i c  

23 t h a t  I w i l l  t u r n  i n  for the writte n  record . 

24 Thank you . 

25 THE H EARING O F F I C E R :  The w r i t t e n  comments 

3 3 5  Patla  
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o f  Debra Pat l a  w i l l  be i n c l uded i n  t h e  record a s  

Exh ibit No . 1 5 0 .  

Cou ld w e  have you please s tate your name 

for the record ? 

MS . AHO : My "name i s  Margaret Aha , and I 

l ive at 2 0 6  South 1 7 t h ,  Pocate l l o , Idaho . I have lived 

in Idaho f o r  the last 17  years . 

I am thankful for the opportunity to speak 

my mind on this very important que s t io n .  

10 I read in the paper and hear on  the radio of 

11 enthu s i a s t i c  support for the S I S  here i n  I daho Fal l s . 

12 hear c i t i z ens s peak of a new community purpos e  because 

13  o f  i t ,  o f  a f e e l i ng o f  s hared v i s ion and purpo s e ,  o f  

1 4  parades celebrating t h e  pos s i b i l i ty t h a t  thei r  c i ty w i l l  

1 5  soon be t h e  s it e  o f  bomb-trigge r production . T h i s  

16  terr i f ies  me .. 

17 This is not the communal experience of a 

18 barn-ra i s i n g .  Thi s  i s  n o t  t h e  pride of harv e s t  good s 

19 exhibited at a State Fai r .  The core and kern e l , the 

� s o l i d  metal button around which thi s  commun i ty has  

21 l i nked h a nd s ,  is P lutonium 2 3 9 ,  is a bomb-t r igger whos e  

2 2  purpose i s  d estruc t i o n ,  i s  murder , i s  d e a t h .  

23 We don ' t  want to hear this . We want to hear 

� l ike j obs , prosperity , a swe l l i ng economy , r i s ing 

25  property values , progre s s . We don ' t  want to think about 
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the e nd o f  our actions . We are l ike c h i ldren : Cock-

sure t h at the earth i s  o u r  toy , the land is  our p l ay-

ground , the e l ements a r e  ours for the t i nkering without 

thought of the consequences f o r  all o f  humani ty ' s  

c h i ld re n .  

Though I a m  n o t  a Mormon , t h e r e  i s , to  me , a 

p rofound passage in The Pearl of Great Price , spec if i -

cal l y ,  the Book o f  Mos e s , i n  which C a i n  s e l l s  h i s  soul 

and enters i nto a pact with evi l ,  a pact i n  wh i c h  h e  i s  

1 0  given  a c c e s s  to the secret of destruction , a n d  c a n  now 

11 s ay ,  " Truly I am the master o f  t h i s  s ecret ; that I may 

12 murder and get g a in . "  

1 3  I think the words "murder and g e t  g a i n "  

14 are truly a t r a j ectory o f  destruct i o n  we are caught up 

15 in and refuse to recog n i z e , believing we see no ev i l .  

16 I fear the wo rds "murde r and get g a i n "  are the age-

17  old wh i s p e r i n g s  of a death drive we are all h e l l-bent 

18 o n , though we i n s i s t  we hear no evi l . I worry that t h e  

1 9  w o r d s  "murd e r  a nd get g a i n "  a r e  those unspeakables we 

� choose to secret f rom ourselves ,  think ing therefore that 

21 we speak no evi l .  

22 I u rge u s  to care f u l l y  con s i d e r  and examine 

23 with o u r  conscience a l l  that i s  proposed here today . 

24 Thank you . 

25 THE HEARING OFFICER : The written comments 
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o f  Margaret Aho will  b e  i nc l uded i n  the record a s  

Exh i b i t  No . 1 5 1 .  

b e l ieve w e  have one add i t ional commenter 

t h i s  evening . Wou l d  you step ove r ,  s i r ,  and g ive your 

n ame a n d  address fo r the recor d ?  

M R .  MILLER : I a m  Bert M i l l e r ,  C - 4  McInto s h , 

Pocate l l o ,  Idaho . I ' m  a graduate student at Idaho State 

Univers ity i n  science educa t io n , and I a l so worked a s  a n  

a i d e  for h a ndicapped s tudents . I am an honorably 

d i scharged Veteran from t h e  U n i ted States Army . 

F i rs t  of a l l  I would l ike to say that as 

someone l iv ing i n  Idaho , I ' m  s addened by the ruden e s s  

s hown to those t h a t  trave l ed so f a r  i n  our S t a t e  t o  b e  

h er e .  I f  t e st imony i s  n o t  wanted from other American s ,  

1 5  t h e n  they s hould not have to spend the i r  tax d o l l a r s  

16  here o n  S I S .  

1 7  am a l so saddened , as someone who 

18  to defend th i s  countr y ,  that good Americans  have had 

19 their  patriotism que s t ioned here tonight , h a ve been 

� i n s u lted as communi s t s . To me , the highest form o f  

21  patriotism is to speak out a g a i n s t  pro j ects t h a t  en-

n danger o u r  country , such as the S I S .  The S I S  i s  not 

23 n eeded for national defense . I ' ve written the De fense 

24 Depa rtmen t .  They sent me t h i s  book , D e f e n s e  Posture . 

� Page 37 they exp l a i n  the U nited States now h a s  mor e  
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. nuclear warheads than the Sov i e t  Unio n ,  and that thi s 

I advantage w i l l  conti nue into the futur e .  There i s  no 

I 
4 j 

f i r s t  rank scenario under w h i c h  an adversary could 

l aunch an attack on  the U n i ted States  and not s u f f e r  

1 0  

1 1  
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16 
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23 

24 

25 

complete  d e s truc t i o n  f rom our subma r i n e s  and bomb e r s . 

The head of t h e  Departme n t  of Energy , John 

H e r r i ng to n ,  t e s t i f i ed w e  have more pluton i um than we 

need . Accord i ng to the P r e s i d en t ' s  O f f i c e  o f  Management 

and Bud g e t ,  the SIS h a s  t h e  h ighest  cost o f  the various I 
method s of increas ing productivity of plutonium . S I S  

i s  another pork barrel  pro j ect . 

Congre s s  d o e s  not feel  we need the S I S  

a nymore t h a n  Congress f ee l s  w e  n eed a 00ndola i n  

K e l logg , b u t  Senator McClure man ipulates  these p r o j e c t s  

i nto the bUdg e t .  With the I N F  T r e a t y  and the o t h e r  

treati e s ,  the trend r ight n o w  i s  i n  t h e  c o r r e c t  d i r e c -

t i o n .  T h a t  i s  r educ i ng warheads on b o t h  s id e s , n o t  

b u i l d i ng more . 

The one b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  wasted on t h i s  S I S  

s ho u l d  rightfu l l y  b e  used t o  h e l p  balance t h e  budget 

o r  be spent on any n e c e s s a ry corrections and conventiona 

forces . The SIS takes away money we need for a s t rong 

defense  and hurts the economy . 

The DOE adm i t s  they have done S l O O  b i l l ion 

o f  damage at other weapon s i te s . Who w i l l  g e t  stuck 

3 3 9  M i l l e r  

w i t h  the b i l l s  a nd damages here?  M o s t  o f  t h e s e  j obs  

won ' t  last  l o ng , a nd are for peo p l e  a l ready work ing at  

the I N EL , not t he r e s t  o f  us i n  Idaho . 

4 The E I S  d o e s  not even a d d r e s s  the number 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15  

16  

1 7  

1 8  

19 

o f  j o b s  which  w i l l  be l o s t  f rom converting the I NEL , 

which  up to now has conducted atomi c  r e s e a rch and 

necessary d e f e n s e  programs i n to a f a c i l i ty that advancesl 
t he a rms r a c e . 

Many people or b u s i n e s s e s  who a r e  t h i nk i ng 

o f  moving to Idaho won ' t . They c o n s i d e r  l iving by a 

nuc l e a r  weapo ns f a c i l ity a negative f eature . 

S p i no f f s  f rom S I S  a r e  u n l i k e l y  • Any s P i n o f f

l 
or s pec i a l  parts  w i l l  come f rom C a l i fo r n i a  where they 

a r e  researc h i ng S I S ,  not I d aho . 

We haven ' t  had  a l a r g e  nuc l e a r  accident i n  

I d aho yet . That does n ' t  mean i t  can ' t  happen . They 

s ai d  the space shuttle  was f i n e ,  and  the Three M i l e  

I s l and couldn ' t  happen . The d e a t h s , i n j ur i e s , and 

p roperty contaminated by a l a rg e - s c a l e  nuclear accident 

20 wou l d  be hu ge . I t  remind s me of the j o k e  about a man 

21 who j umped o f f  the Emp i r e  State B u i l d i n g . H a l fway down , 

22 a s ecretary y e l l ed out a w i nd o w ,  " How ' s  it g o i ng ? "  

23 To whi c h  the f a l l i n g  man r e p l i ed , " Okay so 

24 f a r  . .. 

25 T h i s  i s  what the DOE is t e l l i n g  u s ,  " Okay 
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so fa r , "  but a terrible  a c c i d e n t  i s  j us t  wa i t ing to 

happen .  I t  reminds m e  o f  anoth e r  j o k e . A man d ied and i 
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17  

'8 

'9 

went to h eave n .  A t  t h e  pearly gates  a n  angel s a i d  t o  

h i m ,  "What happened ? "  

And the man s a i d ,  " I  d i ed i n  a n  auto acciden 

And t h e  ange l said,  " But you were t h e  safest  d river we  

e v e r  had . You ' ve never had a n  acc ident before . "  

And the man repl i e d , " I  j u s t  had one acc iden 

I t  j us t  takes one acc iden t .  Someone some-

where c a n  make a m i s take and many innocent people are 

g o i ng to be hurt . I n  speak i n g  o f  the pearly gates 

rem i nd s  me o f  the mai n  reason we s hould oppose the S I S ,  

and that ' s  the moral reasons . Not everyone has the 

s ame moral v i ews , I rea l i z e  tha t ,  and I respect other 

p eo pl e ' s  r e l i g ions . 

Persona l l y ,  I was r a i s ed a C h r i s t ian and I 

can f ind nothing i n  the B ib l e  t hat wou l d  support bui l d i n  

add i t ional nucl ear weapo n s  that a r e  n o t  n e eded for 

d e f en s e .  I wouldn ' t  want t o  be  a t  the pearly gates 

W some day s ay i ng that I supported more of these weapons 

21 c a n  k i l l  and maim m i l l ions  o f  peop l e ,  and I d i d  i t  

22 f o r  mone y ,  because w e  a l ready have enough weapons 

23 d e f e ns e .  

24 The S I S  i s n ' t  wo rth i t .  There are better 

� for I N E L .  T h e  r e s e a r c h  on  how t o  d ispose o f  
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nuc l e a r  waste , med i c i ne to help s ick peop l e ,  these can 

p rovide more j obs than S I S ,  dO i ng something benef i c i a l  

t h a t  a l l  Idahoans c a n  be proud o f , not  l ike t h e  S I S ,  

wh i c h  i s  devis ive and h a s  I daho working agai n s t  each 

o t he r .  

T h e  oppo s i t io n  t o  S I S  h a s  been under-

e s t imated and the oppo s i t i o n  is g rowing . Just because 

the tes t imony has been s l anted by refus ing to hold 

hearings i n  Poca t e l l o  and other c i t i e s , maki n g  it 

d i f f icu l t  f o r  the peo p l e  there to speak out , does not 

mean they support this P r o j ect . 

Th i s  oppo s it i o n  i s  not g o i n g  to s top w i t h  

t h e s e  hearin!)"s . We w i l l  continue to do everything 

l e ga l l y ,  e t h i ca l l y ,  and cons t i tutiona l l y  pos s i b l e  to 

d e f eat the S I S .  

N o  f ina l d ec i s ion has been made yet b y  t h e  

President o r  Congress on  t h i s .  The S I S  i sn ' t  propo s e d  

u n t i l  1 9 9 4 ,  and I ' m  sure we can s top i t  b e f o r e  the n .  

And i f  they d o  b u i ld i t  h e r e , we ' l l d o  every t h i ng w e  can 

W to f ight it the e n t i re t ime it ' s  here . Thank you . 

2' THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  The w r i t t e n  comments 

22 o f  Mr . Bert M i l l e r  wi l l  b e  i n c l uded in the record as 

23 Exhib i t  N o .  1 5 2 . 

24 At this  p o i n t  i n  t ime , l a d i e s  and gentleme n , 

25 that concludes the l i s t  o f  comrnen te r s  f o r  t h i s  eve n i ng . 
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I apprec iate your patience and i ndulgences in going 

through this rather long and laborious process . 

As I s tated earlier - - pleas e ,  could we 

have quiet p l e a s e ?  

I ' d  l ike t o  o n c e  again make i t  clear f o r  

t h e  record t h a t  those o f  you who h a d  pre-registered at 

the door and didn ' t  have an opportunity to commen t ,  

eithe r th i s  a fternoon or t h i s  evening , a r e  entitled to 

do so without any further action on your part at the 

10 resumption of th i s  hearing , which is now scheduled for 

1 1  2 : 0 0 t h i s  Wednesday , March the 3 0 t h ,  here at University 

12  P lace . 

13 As matters now stand , tho se o f  you that 

14 were schedu led to speak this evening will automatically 

1 5  be included i n  the eve n i ng presentation . I f  you ' d  l ike 

16  to change tha t ,  please s ignal mys e l f  or someone in  the 

1 7  b a c k  a n d  t h e  Department w i l l try to accommodate y o u  i n  

18 the af ternoon s e s s i o n .  

19 Also , let the record refl ect that the Chair 

20 has rec e i ved 22 separate wr itten questions from both 

21 of the audience who were here earlier today 

n in the a f ternoon and the evening s e s s ions . I f  

n a re addi t ional questions , we ' d  l ike to rece ive 

� now so we can log them in and handle them 

� appropriate l y .  
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We also have a l o ng l i s t  o f  individual s  whos 

written comments we received to b e  marked as exhib i t s . 

They haven ' t  been marked at t h i s  po i n t ;  however after 

you ' ve l e f t  we w i l l  re-open the record to make sure we 

get those in the record . 

With tha t ,  once agai n ,  I wou l d  thank you 

for your patience in a l lowing us to develop the record 

this evening . At this point I will forma l l ?  call in 

recess this pub l i c  hearing on the DEIS review, and w i l l  

once a g a i n  resume t h i s  hearing on Wednesday , March 3 0 th 

at 2 : 0 0 at University P l ac e .  

Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  I a m  b a c k  o n  the 

record for the sole purpose of reading into the record 

the l i s t  o f  exhibits that we received at the f ront desk 

that we have not previou s l y  included i n  the record , 

s tart i ng with Exhibit No . 1 0 0 ,  the written comments o f  

Kaye Turn e r ;  Exhibit No . 1 0 1 ,  R .  P .  Howard ; Exhibit 1 0 2 ,  

J u l y  Kumm, K-u-m-m ; Exh ibit 1 0 3 ,  Shauna Walkenhorst , 

W-a-l-k-e-n-h-o-r-s-t i Exhibit  1 0 4 ,  Clarence O .  Davis ; 

21 Exhi b i t  1 0 5 ,  Wayne Montgome r y ;  Exh ibit 1 0 6 ,  Kry s ,  K-r-y-

22 Sampso n ;  Exhibit 1 0 7 ,  Jes s i e  E. Roth ; Exhibit 1 0 8 ,  Sandy 

n Bob , Lee , Cheri Stone and Larry As l e t t ,  A-s-l -e-t- t ;  

� Exhi b i t  1 0 9 ,  Michael Hayden ; Exhibit 1 1 0 ,  Richard S .  

25 Clover,  C - l -o-v-e-r i  Exh i b i t  I l l ,  Rodney Hoff ;  Exhibit 
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J i l l  Gent i l l o n ,  G-e- n - t - i - l -l-o-n:  Exhibit 1 1 3 ,  Janet 

McGary ; Exhibi t  1 1 4 ,  Joan Downing and Glenn Ray Downi ng ;  

Exhibit 1 1 5 ,  Lois Knowl e s ;  K-n-o-w-l- e- s ;  Exhibit 1 1 6 ,  

Brad Pier;  P-i-e-r;  Exh i b i t  1 1 7 ,  a concerned c i t i zen ; 

Exhibit 1 1 8 ,  J e f f  Dav i s ; Exh ib it 1 19 ,  Debra Whalen , 

W-h-a-l -e-n : Exhibit 1 2 0 ,  Diane S t i nger ; Exh ib i t  1 2 1 ,  

w .  Brad DeBow, D-e-B-o-w; Exhibit 1 2 8 ,  John Thayne,  

�-h-a-y-n-e Howe , H-o-w- e ,  Jr . :  Exhibit 1 2 9 , Rob i n  

Howe : Exhibit  1 3 0 ,  Robert Bode l l , B-o-d-e- l- l ;  Exhibit 

Gary Tri p l e t t ; Exhibit 1 3 2 ,  Reec e ,  R-e-e-c-e W �  Burke , 

B-u-r-k - e ;  and , Exh i b i t  1 4 2 ,  Vaughn Nebeke r ,  N-e-b-e-k-

e - r .  

( T h e  hearing was ad j ourned . 
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REPORTER ' S  AFFI DAVIT 

STATE OF IDAHO 
5 5 .  

county o f  Bonnevi l l e  

I ,  KAREN KONVALINKA, d o  hereby certify that 

I am an O f f i c i a l  Cert i fied Shorthand Reporter and a 

Notary Pub l ic in a nd for the State of Idaho ; 

That I took down the proceedings a foresaid 

at the time and p l ace there i n  named and thereafter re-

duced the s ame to typewriting under my direction and 

control . .  

I fUrther certify that I have no interest i n  

t h e  event o f  t h e  action . 

WITNESS MY HAND AND SEAL t h i s  the �day 

of  Apr i l , 1 9 8 8 . 

( Signatu r e )  

a t  

( Se a l )  

M y  comm i s s ion expires : Perpetual 

I c, 
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RKaren Konalinka, C. S. R.,
:&otary Public in and for the
State of Idaho, residing
Idaho Falls, Idaho.
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P R O C E E D I N  G S 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  At t h i s  p o i n t  I w i l l  

forma l l y  recommence t h i s  pub l ic hearing concern ing the 

review of the Draft Environmental Statement 

r e l a t ive to the U n ited States Depa rtment of  Energy ' s  

proposed Speci a l  I sotope Separation Project � This 

p roceeding i s  o f f i c i a l l y  d e s ignated as  the Idaho F a l l s  

publ ic hearing o n  t h e  Department of Energy Document 

DOE/E I S- 0 1 3 6 ,  b e i ng held on the 3 0th day of March , 1 9 8 8 , 

and is a continuation of the public hearing that was 

forma l l y  commenced on Friday, the 2 6 th of Marc h ,  1 9 8 8 . 

My name is Roy Eiguren . I ' m  the Hearing 

O f f i cer for this and the other pub l ic hearings that are 

b e i ng he ld on t h i s  particular issue . The issue before 

u s ,  as I ment ioned earl ier , is the review by the pub l ic 

of the Draft Environmental Statement by the 

Depa rtment of  Energy a s  it  relates to i t s  proposal to 

s ite and construct and operate a Spe c i a l  I sotope 

Separation Project u t i l i z ing the atomic vapor l a ser 

i s otope separation proce ss technology . 

I am an a ttorney from B o i s e  reta ine d  by the 

Depa rtment of  Enerqy to conduct this and the other p u b l i  

hearings i n  t h e  review of t h e  DEI S .  I have been re-

t a i ned to serve as an independent and unbia sed pa rty to 
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a s s u re the opportuni ty for a l l  interested organ i z ations 

and i ndividu a l s  to comment on the Dra ft E I S .  

I am not servi ng as an advocate for or against the 

p roposed p o s i t ion taken by the Department . Rathe r ,  I 

am a neutral third party who has  coordinated the 

deve lopment of the procedures to be f o l l owed i n  these 

hea r i ngs and have actu a l l y  chai red all the hearings to 

date . 

The issue that is the sub j ect of t h i s  

proceeding i s  t h e  Department ' s  proposal to s i te ,  con-

s truct a nd operate a n  S I S  f a c i l ity a t  one of three 

l ocation s  i n  the United States , the Department o f  

Idaho National Engineering Laboratory located near 

Idaho F a l l s ,  Idaho; the DOE ' s  Hanford Reserva t i on near 

Rich l a n d ,  Washingto n ;  or  the DOE ' s  Savannah River Plan t  

n ea r Aiken,  South Carol ina . Each of thes e  three s ites 

i s  designa ted as  an a lternative that i s  cons idered in 

the Draft Environmental Statement . The fourth 

and f inal  a l ternative under consideration i n  the DEIS 

i s  the No Action Alternative , which would be a d e c i s ion 

by the Department of  Energy not to s i t e ,  construct and 

operate an SIS fac i l i t y .  As stated i n  t h e  D E I S ,  the 

Department ' s  preferred alt e rnative i s  to s i t e ,  construct 

and operate such a f a c i l ity at the Idaho National 

Engineering Laboratory . 
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To put this hearing in  perspective , I think 

i �  is important that you f i rst understand th� key 

e l ements o f  the f ederal law that mandates that thi s  

hearing be h e l d ,  that l a w  is  t h e  National Envi ronmental 

P o l icy Act o f  1 9 6 9 , Pub l i c  Law 9 1 - 9 1 0 ,  gene r a l l y  k nown 

as NEPA . In it there ' s  a requ i rement that f ederal 

agenc i e s  develop procedures that ensure that environ-

menta l  amenities o r  values are g iven appropriate con-

s ideration i n  federal government decisions . This l aw 

a l s o  requ i res that recommendations for m a j or federal 

actions s ig n i f icantly a f f ec t i ng the qua l ity of  the 

human e nvironment be f i rst preceded by the development 

and compl etion of a n  Envi ronmenta l Statement or 

E I S ,  that fully and c a r e f u l l y  examines the potenti a l  

environmental impacts of  t h e  proposed f e d e r a l  dec ision 

or proposed action . 

The Department of Energy has determined that 

its  proposed action in  s it i n g ,  constructing and opera t i n  

a n  S I S  p l ant i s  a ma j o r  f ederal action that , under NEPA , 

20 requires the development and completion o f  an EI S .  

21 Accord i ng l y ,  by the publ ication on October 3 1 ,  1 9 8 6 ,  

22 of a Notice of I ntent to Prepare an E I S  in the Federal 

23 the Department o f  Energy c ommenced t h e  process 

24 that has led to the deve lopment and publ i c a t ion of the 

25 Draft  Environmental Statement that is  the subj ect 
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of this hear ing . The DEI S was p repared by the 

with the a s s istance of an i ndependent contractor, the 

NUS Corporatio n ,  a f ter a n  e x te n s ive process of receiving 

publ ic comment through the scoping or i n it i a l  i nput 

phase of the EIS development proceeding . 

During scop i ng , pub l i c  comment on the scope 

or magnitude of  i ssues to be addressed i n  the EIS was 

received , a s  we l l  as spe c i f i c ,  and particular i s sues 

that relate to the subject at hand . Scoping included 

the receipt of  extens ive written comment for a period 

of  60 day s ,  a s  well  a s  oral comment at two l e ngthy 

pub l ic meetings or hearings , one was held here in 

I daho F a l l s  on the 2 4 th day of  February , 1 9 8 7 ,  and one 

was held in Bo ise on February 2 6 th , 1 9 8 7 .  

A s  a re s u l t  o f  a l l  the publ ic input rece ived 

during the scoping portion of this proceed i n g ,  the 

Department determined the f o l lowing i ssues wou l d  be 

analyzed in  the Draf t  Environment a l  Statement , an 

a s  you will see i f  you review that document , each of the 

� f o l l owing 11 issues  have been reviewed and d i s cussed a t  

2 1  l ength . T h e  i s s u e s  t h a t  are in  t h e  D E I S  a r e  a s  follows : 

22 1 ,  the off  s ite gener a l  popu lation radiological and 

23 e ffects r e s u l t i ng f rom potential 

� an S I S  f ac i l ity . 

� TWo , the e f f ects on the general popu l a t ion 
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from emiss ions of rad iological and nonrad iological re-

l ea s e s  caused by normal operations o f  an S I S  f a c i l i t y .  

N o . 3 ,  exposure of  operating personnel t o  

radiological sources a n d  nonradiological releases 

normal operat ions of an S I S  fac i l i t y .  

I ssue No . 4 ,  incremental d i f ferences i n  

e nv ironmental impacts between operat ion of t h e  ex i s t ing 

c hemical process ing f a c i l i t i e s  and the proposed action 

a nd a l te rnatives . 

10 Issue No . 5 ,  e f f ec t s  on a i r  and water qua l i  

1 1  a n d  other environmental consequences d u r i ng constructio 

12 and operation o f  an  SIS f a c i l ity . 

13 I s sue No . 6 ,  cumu l ative e ff ects of 

14 of s uch a f a c i l ity , includ ing changes in  support opera-

15  t iona rel ated to i t .  

16  I ssue No . 7 ,  on-s ite and o f f - s ite transport 

1 7  t ion impacts o f  nuclear mater i al s .  

16 I s s u e  No . 8 ,  an analy s i s  of  app l icab l e  

1 9  federal , s tate a n d  l o c a l  regulations that apply to t h e  

20 construction and operation of such a f a c i l ity . 

21 I ssue No . 9 ,  the decontamination and de-

22 c ommi s s ioni ng of  an S I S  f a c i l i t y .  

23 I ssue No . 1 0 ,  irretrieva b l e  and 

24 commitment o f  resource in the use of l a n d ,  materia l s , 

� scarce and s trategic materi al � ,  f u e l s  and other resource 

related to the construction and operation of  such a 

f ac i l it y .  

A n d  f inally  I s sue No . 1 1 ,  m i t igation 

measures neces sary to respond to the envi ronmental 

consequences associated with each of  the al terna t i ve s . 

The preparation and review proce s s  of the 

EIS  is governed by f ederal reg u l a t ions establ i shed by 

the Counc i l  on Envi ronmental Qual i ty , or C E Q ,  which i s  

a n  agency wi thin the executive o f f ic e s  o f  the Pre s ident 

10 
of the United States . In addition ta t h a t ,  the 

11 
o f  Energy has its own guidel i n e s  they fol low in  the 

12 preparat ion o f  the E I S .  

13 
Both the CEQ regulat ions a s  wel l  as  the DOE 

14 
guid e l i n e s  have been marked a s  Exhib i t  1 for the record 

and included in  the record by me as the Hearing O f f i c e r .  

1 6  T h e  rel evant C E Q  regulations requ ire that 

17  after preparing a Draft Envi ronmental Sta tement 

16 and before preparing a f i nal Environme n t a l  

19 �, a f ederal agency must f i r s t  obtain the comments 

of ( 1 )  any federal agency which has j ur i sdiction by law 

21 or s pec ial  expert i s e  with respect to any environmental 

22 impact and ( 2 )  request the comments of appropriate stat 

23 and l ocal agencies which develop and e n force environ-

24 mental s tandards , ( 3 )  request comments f rom Indian trib 

25 ( 4 )  request comments f rom the publ i c ,  with a particular 
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o�l igation to a f f irmatively sol i c i t  comments f rom 

or orga n i z a t i ons who may be i nterested or a f f ected by 

the proposed f ederal a c t ion . 

Pub l ic mee t i ngs or hearings are to be h e l d  

where t h e  Department determines t h a t  s u b s t a n t i a l  e n -

vironmental controversy concern ing the proposed action 

e x i s ts . Accordingl y ,  this hearing as wel l  a s  the other 

i n fu i s  series are being held pursuant to these regula-

t iona that I ' ve reference for the purpose o f  receiv i ng 

10 pub l i c  I nd ian tribe and governmental comment on various 

" i s sues ident i f i ed in the Draft  Environmental 

12 �. 
1 3  Notice of  the public  hearings was provided 

14  i n  the Federal b y  notices dated February 1 9 , 

15 1 9 8 8  and on March 4 t h , 1 9 8 8 .  Add i t ional public notice 

18  was provided through publ icat ion i n  numerous newspapers 

17  throughout the State of  the hearing noticed . 

18 The Federal notices ,  t h e  text of  

1 9  the newspaper notices and publ ication dates have been 

20 marked a s  Exhi b i t  2 in th i s  proceeding and included in  

21 the record . 

22 Pub l i c  comment on the D E l S  w i l l  be received 

23 through this  and a subsequent hearing h e l d  tomorrow in  

2 4  Twin Fal l s .  A s  I mentioned earl ier , hearings have a l so 

� been held prior to today in Boi s e .  This is a 
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of the hearing that was here on Friday . Written 

which w i l l  receive the same weight and consi deration by 

t h e  Depa rtmen t  in thi s  proceeding , may be submitted by 

any o f  you who care to to me today and may be subm i t ted 

by writing to Clay Nichol s ,  S I S  Proj ect Manager , a t  

t h e  addres s  provided you a t  the regis tration desk . A l l  

o r a l  a n d  written comment rece ived wi l l  be comp i l ed into 

a comprehen s i ve record that w i l l  be cons ider�d by the 

Department in mak ing its final decis ion in  this matte r .  

I f  y o u  d o  h ave written comment , I would point o u t  that 

the 2 1 s t  day of  Apr i l ,  1 9 8 8 ,  i s  the close  of  commen t  

deadl ine . So i f  you w i s h  to provide add i t ional comment ,  

i t  mus t  b e  done b y  that day . 

The CEQ regulations that I prev i o u s l y  

referenced a l s o  provide that comments of  a n  Environmenta 

Statement on a proposed a c t ion shall be a s  spec i f ic as 

p o s s i b l e  a nd may addr e s s  the adequacy of  the s tatement 

or the merits of  the alternatives or both . S <? ,  i n  

e s sence , that i s  the g u ideline that you must fol low i n  

presenting your comments t o  u s  today .  

Al though the Department o f  Energy has 

de termined that certain i ssues , such a s  need for the 

Project i t s e l f  a re beyond the scope of  t h i s  environmenta 

� I w i l l  allow comment on that i s s ue , as well 

� other i s s ue s  related to t h e  Proj ect t h a t  i ndividuals 

10  
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f eel are relevant and appropriate for cons ideratio n .  

As I s tressed b e fore , however , a s  the Hearing O f f icer 

I do reserve the right to ask commenters to keep their 

comments relat ive to the sub j e c t  matter o f  the pro-

ceeding when I determine necessary to do s o .  

Moving onto the proce ss after w e  comp lete 

a nd f ile the record in  th i s  proceed i ng , the Depa rtment 

will review the record and make a determination as to 

how to proceed . The Department may choose to modi f y ,  

s uppl emen t ,  o r  re - is sue the Draft Environmental 

Statement prior to i s s u ing a f i nal  E I S .  It may a l s o  

choose t o  i s sue t h e  D E I S  a s  a f inal  E I S  wi thout mod i f i -

c a t i o n .  A record of d e c i s i o n ,  which w i l l  identify the 

environmentally  prefe rred a l ternative chosen by the 

Department ,  a l ong with any practicable means to avoid 

o r  minimize environmental harm f rom the alternatives 

1 7  s e l e c t e d ,  w i l l  a l s o  be prepared . The Departmen t ,  a s  a 

18 matter of federal reg u l a t i o n ,  cannot proceed with i t s  

19 proposed act ion , which as I mentioned w i l l  be the action 

W ident i f ied in the record d e c i s i o n ,  until a minimu m of 

21 days a f ter the date of i s suance o f  the f in a l  E I S .  

n That is to s a y ,  a f inal dec i s ion in this proceedi ng as 

23 where to s ite the f a c i l ity ca nnot be made for a 

� o f  at least 30 days a f ter the f inal  EIS h a s  been 

� i s sued . Under current schedu l e s , the Department of 

1 1  

intends t o  i s sue a f in a l  E I S  and a record dec i s ion l ater 

this year ,  tentatively i n  the month o f  August . 

To govern the conduct of this and a subs e -

q u e n t  pub l ic hea r i ng i n  t h i s  serie s ,  I h a v e  deve loped 

s everal procedures i n  cons u l tation both with the 

Department of Energy as  wel l  a s  representatives of pub l i  

interest groups w h o  have participa ted in  these pro-

ceedings . They have i nc luded our discus s ions a s  to 

what the appropr iate procedure should be and f in a l i z e  

10 
those o n  the 2 4 th day o f  Ma rch . Those procedures were 

" d i s tributed to the general public that requested them , 

12 a s  well as to organ i zational  groups . These procedures 

13 have been marked as  Exhibit 3 and have been included in 

14 the formal hearing record . 

15 We a l s o  previou s l y  submitted for the record 
: 16  Exhib it 4 ,  which i s  a complete l isting o f  all DOE publ i c  

17 i nvol vement activities  a s s oc iated with the deve lopment 

1 8  o f  the DEI S .  

19 I ' m going to b r i e f l y  turn to the procedures 

� that we ' re f o l lowing in these hearing s .  We ' ve found 

21 these procedures have worked quite well  throughout the 

22 course o f  the hearing s ,  and I think most of the pub l ic 

organ i z ational representatives feel that they ' ve 

� f a i r  and appropriate procedures . 
I 
· 25 Other than my ope n i ng commen t ,  the Departmen 
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of Energy w i l l  not be making any remark s in t h i s  pro-

ceed i n g .  Howeve r ,  in reference to that fac t ,  senior 

members o f  the DOE staff , including D r .  Clay Nichol s ,  

Proj ect Manager,  are here with u s  today i n  the f ront 

row l i s te n i ng to everyone ' s  comments . We have been 

receiving comments in the f o l l owing orde r :  E l ected 

and appointed federa l ,  s tate and local  government 

o f f i c i a l s  have given their  comments i n  the f i r s t  o rder 

of  priority . Following that, representatives o f  

10 s tate , and l oc a l  organi zations who have partic i pa ted in 

" the proceed ings have been g iven the opportunity to make 

12 their  comments . Fol l ow i ng tha t ,  memb e r s  of the public 

13 who registered to speak p rior to the end of bus in e s s  on 

14 March 1 8 th , which was the date for c l o s e  o f  pre-registra 

15 t io n  are g iven the opportunity to comment . Fol lowing 

16 that , members of  the public who regis tered at the door 

17  will have the opportun ity to comment . 

18 Because this is a continuation of the public 

19 hearing that was commenced on F riday , the 2 5th o f  March , 

� what we ' re doing tod ay i s ,  essentia l l y ,  we ' re counting 

21 a l l  those f o l k s  who hadn ' t  been pre-reg i stered or who 

n had r e g i s tered at the door on Friday to t e s t i f y  and 

n didn ' t  have the opportunity to do s o .  So accord i ngl y ,  

U it is our intent to s tay here today as l ong as necess ary 

25 to accommod ate a l l  i ndividu a l s  who would l ike to 
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However ,  the s imple rule i s  that you e ither had to pre-

register to comment or register a t  the door on l a s t  

Fr iday in o rder to comment tod a y .  Everyone w h o  i s  a 

member of the public wi l l  have f ive minutes within which 

to make you r comments . We a s k  you stay within that time 

f rame , because we do have a s ig n i f icant number of 

individuals s igned up to speak . To a s s i s t  you i n  

determining where you ' re at i n  your presentation , have 

a s ignaling device here at the podium . When I turn on 

the green l ig h t ,  that means you ' ve spent four minutes 

of  your a l l owed five minutes . When I turn on the red 

l ight, that means the time i s  up . Aga in , I ask you to 

keep your comments within the t ime frame I ' ve ment ioned . 

I ' ve a l s o  previously mentioned written 

comments will  receive the same consideration in  the 

record . I f  you are incl i ned to not give your o r a l  

comme n t ,  and h a v e  a c o p y  with you , we ' d  l ike to receive 

those . You can b r i ng those down to me during one o f  

t h e  breaks or toward t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  proceeding I ' l l  a s k  

f or those . You may bring them forward . In addition to 

tha t ,  if you are g i ving oral comments but do have 

written comments with you , we ' d  very much l ike to re-

ceive a copy o f  the written comments for the record . 

If you do have quest ions , and we do s o l i c i t  

que s t ions , there i s  a q u e s t i o n  form b a c k  at the 
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registration tabl e  avai l ab l e  to you , we s imply ask you 

f i l l  in your name and address and , i n  turn , we w i l l  

c o l l e c t  those during t h e  course o f  this proceeding and 

prov i de a written response back to you b¥ mai l .  All  

quest ions and answers that we receive w i l l  be inc luded 

in the hearing record . 

F i n a l l y ,  I ' d  l ike to indicate we ' re not 

a ll owing i ndividual s  to combine their speaking time 

other s .  The f ive minutes a llotted each i nd ividual i s  

yours s o l e l y  f o r  your u s e .  Charts a n d  visual a i d s  w i l l  

be a l l owed if  they c a n  be made a part of  the record and 

are not d i sruptive . 

Since t h i s  is a record proceeding , every th i n  

s a i d  i s  being recorded f o r  the wri tten transcript , and 

16  we ask you woul d  a s s i s t  us in that regard by g i vi ng your 

18  comments from the podium here i n  the fron t .  We a s k  you 

17 to speak clearly in the microphone a f ter f i rst g iving 

18 your name a nd address for the record . 

19 If you have any questions or commen t s  about 

� e ither the E I S  proc e s s  or any of the procedures we l re 

21 fol lowing , l i m  here throughout the course of the 

U obvious l y ,  and w i l l  be taking breaks . Step forward and 

n a sk those of me . There are a l s o  Department representa-

� tives a t  the registra t ion table that can respond to any 

� quest ions you may have . 
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So with that , l a d i e s  and gentlemen t ,  we ' ll 

go ahead and beg i n .  I ' l l  go down our l i s t  of  schedul ed 

commen ters . What I ' m going to do at this  point is be-

g in asking for those individuals who were pre-reg is-

tered to speak in  the a f ternoon s e s s ion l a s t  Friday , and 

I ' l l call everyone ' s  name at le a s t  onc e .  Then when we 

conclude by going through t h i s  entire l i s t ,  I ' l l  ask at 

that point i f  there is anyone that I have missed . 

So with that I w i l l  begin with our l i s t  of  

pre-registered s peakers for the continuation heari ng . 

My f irst speaker in Order No . 1 is the Mayor o f  

S t .  Anthony , Merr i l l  Ros e .  I s  Merr i l l  Rose here ? 

(No respons e . ) 

THE HEARING OFFI C E R :  We ' ll go to Speaker 

No . 2 ,  Mrs . L. T. Carte � ,  representing Bonnev i l l e  County 

Republ ican Wome n .  

Aga i n ,  i f  I could remind you , w e  a s k  for 

your name and address for the record . 

MS . CARTEE : Mr . C h a i rman , l a d i e s  and gentle 

21  M y  name i s  Bertha M .  Cartee . M y  address i s  1 2 0 0 5  

22 South Sunr i s e  Circ l e ,  I daho F a l l s ,  I daho , 8 3 4 0 4 .  am 

� Pres ident of Bonne v i l l e  County Repub l ican Woman and 

� s peak i ng on behal f  of Bonnevi l l e  County Repub l ican Women 

� by author ity of ma jority vote of the executive committee 
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Bqnnev i l l e  County Republ ican Women bel ieve 

that : 

3 . 4 
We should f ir s t  o f  a l l  ma intain weapon 

g rade p l u tonium s tore s to e s ta b l i s h  a s t rong national 

defense pos ture i n  order to negotiate from a p o s i t ion 

o f  s trength , not weaknes s ,  in our efforts toward world 

peace a nd f ri endsh i p .  

W e  b e l ieve that w e  should develop t h i s  S I S  

5 . 28 . 2 system that recovers P l u tonium 2 3 9  as weapon g rade from 

10 present s tores because it i ncreases our s tores more 

11 e f f i c i en t l y  a nd w i th l e s s  haz ardous emi s s io n  than when 
� 

1 2  "'-.I 
...... 

it i s  produced by reactors . 

1 3  We should deve lop the S I S  s y s tem so a s  to 

14 

1 . 1  
be able to ready p lutonium s tores for u s e  rap i d l y ,  i f  

15 necessary , and with l e s s  hazardous emi ss i o n  than i f  

16  produced by reactors . 

1 7  We bel ieve the S I S  s upplemen t s  the service 

1 6  

4 . 5  
l ife of  our present p l u tonium reactors , extending their 

1 9  service l if e  and making b e tter u s e  o f  those fac i l i t ie s ,  

a l s o  s omewhat balancing the cost o f  the S I S .  

21 The SIS sys tem could produce more p lutonium 

22 of various k i nds and g rades and byproducts for various 

5 . 28 . 6  23 u se s ,  p o s s i b l y  as a thermal source for generating 

24 e l ectrical power for space satel l i te s  a s  mentioned in  

25 the Environmental Statement . 

1 7  Cartee 

Th i s  sys tem does not dupl icate a blending 

s ys tem , which adds P l u tonium 2 4 0  to pure plutonium to 

impur i f y  i t  to weapon grad e ,  but rather e nhances fuel 

g rade p l u tonium to weapon grade by removing P l utonium 

to weapon g r a d e  percentage . 

We bel ieve that pure plutonium and weapon 

g rade p l u tonium cannot be u sed i nterchangeably in 

weapons , there for e ,  standard i zation i s  requi r�d for 

e f f i c ie n t  a nd max imum use o f  s to re s .  

10  
The system, with planning and/or 

1 1  might deve l op byproducts with even more diversif ied 

1 2  uses • 
13  I n  use operation o f  this type o f  laser  

14 s y s tem could augment research done with the l a s e r  at 

15 the Lawrence L i vermore Laborato r ie s ,  expanding resea rch 

16 capabi l ity and not l imiting it to one fac i l ity . 

17 We b e li eve that present plutonium s to re s  are 

1 6  a t  Hanford , Washi ngto n ,  and Aike n ,  South Carol ina , so  

that the stores require transport regard l e s s  of  which 

of  the three s ites i s  s el ected . 

Transporta t i o n  accident r i s k s  have been 

care f u l l y  analy zed and found to be less than 1 . 6  t ime s 

ten to the f i fth percen t  o f  the r i s k  o f  health e f f ects 

� to the same popul a t i o n  from backg round radi a t i o n .  

5 . 2 . 1 0 

5 . 28 . 6  

5 . 2 7 . 9 . 5  

5 . 2 9 . 3 2 

5 . 2 9 . 9 7 

25 Was te emi s s ion i s  calcul ated to be 5 . 3 . 8  
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low and e a s i l y  manageab l e  w i t h  present p rocedure s .  

F i nal l y ,  the I NEL needs to e ngage i n  n ew 

p ro j ects  to rema i n  a vital part of nuclear researc h ,  and 

we b e l ieve that our local e conomy and c u l ture is en-

r i ched because o f  the v ital i ty of the INEL . 

I wou l d  l ik e  to thank you for t h i s  

to express our o p i n i o n s . 

THE HEARING OFFICER :  Exhibi t  No . 6 9 1  w i l l  

b e  t h e  w r i t t e n  sta tement presented by B e r tha M .  Carte e ,  

C-a-r-t-e- e , i n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  Bonnev i l l e  County Re-

publ ican Wome n .  

The next scheduled comme n t e r  i s  Mr . Wayne 

Hop e .  Wayne Hope ? 

( No r e s po n s e . )  

THE HEARING OFFICER:  Moving to Order 4 ,  

Mr . A l a n  Cartee ? Mr.  Alan Cartee?  

( NO r e s ponse . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Orde r No . S ,  David 

Luce? Dave Luce ? 

( No r e s pon se . )  

:: B rown ? 

THE H EARING OFFICER:  Order No . 6 ,  Mr.  K e i t  

K e i t h  B rown ? 
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(NO response . )  

THE HEARING OFF IC E R :  Order No . 7 ,  Ms . Kay 

W hi t aker?  Kay Wh itak e r ?  

( N O  response . )  

THE H EARING OFF I C E R :  Cornmen t e r  No . 8 ,  

Roger Redfor d ?  Mr . Roger Redford? 

(NO respon se . )  

THE HEARING OFFICER :  Order No . 9 ,  M r .  Larry 

McConne l ?  Larry McCon ne l ?  

(NO response . )  

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  O r d e r  No . 1 0 ,  

M r .  Tim Hopk i n s ?  M r .  Hopk i n s  spoke previously and l e f t  

a written c omment f o r  t h e  record . 

W i t n e s s  Order No . 1 1 ,  Keene H u e f t l e ?  

MS . ELLE : As y o u  s e e ,  I am not Keene 

Hue f tl e , b u t  I am Jean E l l e  s pe ak i ng i n  h is place , 

� b e c a u s e  he  could not b e  h e r e  toda y .  He  h a d  an 

21 I am Jean E l l e , 7 Da rt�outh, Pocate l l o ,  

22 I d aho . 

23 I a� a g a i n s t  the S I S  f o r  the f o l lowing 

24 reason s :  F i r s t ,  what i s  t o  b e  done w i th the nuc l e a r  

25 was t e ?  Somehow I ' m not r e a s sured by the sugge s t ion 
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tha t i t  i s  s u c h  a sma l l  amount i n  re l a t i o n  to t h a t  w h i c h  

i s  a l rea�y b e i n g  tempora r i l y  m a n a g ed , t h a t  w e  need n o t  

c o n c e r n  o u r s e l v e s  a b o u t  i t .  1 h a t e  t o  k e e p  b e a t i n g  a 

d e a d  hor s e ,  b u t  t h i s  p r o b l e m  w i l l  n o t  go away by i t s e l f , 

a n d  t h e r e  is no a n swer in s i g h t  y e t . 

I f  s t o r a g e  is no prob l em ,  why i s  t h i s  

c o u n t r y  n o t  a b l e  y e t  t o  f i nd a perma n e n t  r e s po s i tory , 

e v e n  t hough we h ave b e e n  s ea rc h i ng f o r  a way f o r  mo r e  

t h a n  3 0  ye a r s ?  I f  i t  i s  s o  s a f e ,  w h y  i s  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

W a S h in g t o n  s e e k i n g  a mu l t i - m i l l io n  d o l l a r  f u n d  t o  s t a r t  

c l e a n i ng u p  t h e  N R e a c t o r  a t  H a n f o r d ?  T h a t ' s  t h e  very 

one t h a t ' s  b e e n  produc i ng weapons g r a d e  p l u to n ium and 

i t  w a s  r e c e n t l y  shut down . W e l l , once u po n  a t ime t h a t  

p r o j e c t  w a s  tou t e d  t o  b e  s a f e  a n d  c l e a n  j u s t  a s  t h e  

I N E L  proposal i s  n ow .  

And I have two c o n c e r n s  abou t t h e  E nv i r o n -

m e n t a l  S t a tement : O n e , why w a s  t h e  -d i s c l a i m e r  

p r in t ed o n  t h e  i n s id e  f r o n t  c over o f  the s t a t e m e n t  t o  

t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  U . S .  Gove rnme n t  a n d  i t s  a g e n c i e s  

d o  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  concur w i t h  i t s  f i nd i ng s ,  a n d  f u r t h e r  

mor e ,  do n o t  a c c e p t  a n y  r e s po n s i b i l i ty f o r  i t s  c o n t e n t ?  

I f  t h e y  a r e  t o  f u nd i t  t o  t h e  t u n e  o f  a b i l l io n  d o l l a r s , 

why s h o u l dn ' t  t hey be r e s p on s i b l e  f o r  i t ?  And if n o t  

t h e y ,  t h e n  w h o  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i t ?  

A s  my s e c o n d  c o n s i d e r a t io n ,  a s  I r e a d  t h i s  

2 1  E l l e  
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Sta temen t  I kept coming a c ro s s  o f t  r e p e a t e d  b u z z  

More read i l y  r e s pond t o  i n c r e a s e d  n e e d s  for n a t i o na l  

d e f en s e , f l e x i b i l ity a n d  n e e d  f o r  r a p i d  i n c re a s e s  i n  

weapons grade p l u t o n ium produc t i o n , r e d u n d a n c y  i n  

produc t io n  capa c i t y ,  a nd s o  f o r t h  a n d  s o  On . 

Why the u rg e nc y ?  Why t h e  r e d u nd a n c y ?  D o e s 

this mean that t h e  u n t h i n k a b l e  i s  now a c c e p t ab l e ?  D o e s  

t h i s  m e a n  we a re t a l k i ng a b o u t  nu c l e a r  wa r ?  I f  n o t , 

what a re we t a l k i ng abou t ,  a n d  how much r e d u n d a ncy i s  

needed to blow u p  t h i s  wond e r f u l  f r ag i l e  p l a n e t  o f  o u r s , 

t h e  o n l y  p l a c e  we h a ve to l iv e ?  How muc h ?  Wh a t  i s  

s even y e a r s  l o c a l  pro s p e r i ty mea s u red a g a i n s t  t h a t  k i nd 

o f  a f u t u r e ?  

S o ,  how c a n  we g e t  o f f  t h i s  c r a z y  m e r r y - g o -

r o u n d  o f  s e l f -d e s t r u c t i o n ?  T h e  o n l y  w a y  I c a n  s e e  f o r  

s toppi ng i t  is t o  q u i t  p a y i n g  f o r  t h e  r i d e , a nd I d a h o  

h a s  a chance t o  l e a d  t h e  w a y  b y  v o t i n g  n o  on S I S .  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  T h e  w r i t t e n  comm e n t  

o f  J e a n  E l l e  o f  Seven D a r tmou t h  P l a c e , P o c a t e l l o ,  w i l l  

b e  i n c l ud ed i n  t h e  r e c o r d  a s  E x h i b i t  6 9 2 .  

Next s c h e d u l e d  o r d e r  Comme n t e r  N o . 1 2  i s  

M r .  D i c k  E g be r t . 

(NO r e s pon s e . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order 1 3 ,  D o n a l d  R .  
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C l a rk . Mr . Donald R .  Clark?  

( No response . )  

THE HEARING OFFICER : Order 1 4 ,  Mr . Lynn 

Scott ? Lynn Scot t ?  

( No response . )  

THE HEARING OFFICER : Order 1 5 ,  Ms Kathleen 

Jard ine ? Kathleen Jardine? 

(No respons e . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  

wal t e r s ?  J o n  F .  Wal t e r s ?  

Order 1 6 ,  J o n  F .  

( No response . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order 1 7 ,  Dennis 

1 7  Howe l l ?  

18 MS . HOWELL ; For the recor d ,  my name i s  

1 9  Dennis Howel l .  I l ive a t  1 4 7 8 7  Earth Lane in Pocate l l o .  

� love Idaho . was born and rai sed here , as was my 

21 p arents . I have l ived a l l  my l i f e  in t h i s  great State 

n except for the time s pent in the service of my country 

23 and pur s u i ng an education . 

24 I love the U n i ted States of America . 

� l ove the freedoms and s treng ths of the Con s t i tu t i o n .  We 

2 3  Howel l  
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a l l  enjoy the l iberty and b l e s s i ngs of t h i s  choice land . 

I bel ieve that t h i s  l and and the Constitutio 

were ordained of  God . b e l ieve that we mus t  exerc i s e  

wisdom a n d  righteousn e s s  to m a i n t a i n  these princ i p l e s  

t h a t  w e  too often take f o r  granted . They w i l l  not a l way 

be there unless we take the precautions and u s e  the 

wisdom to preserve them. 

Freedom i s n ' t  f ree . I t  costs dearly . A l l  

o n e  has to d o  i s  s tudy t h e  h i s tory o f  t h i s  country to 

see how many l ives have been given and ho� much expense 

has occurred a s  our freedoms have been defended by the 

many great patriots of  this l and . Like our ancestors , 

we must always be alert  and ready to do our part to 

secure t he b l e s s i ngs of  l iberty . 

When I f ir s t  contemp l a ted the question of  

whether or not I thought the SIS  shoul d  o r  s hould not 

be b u i l t ,  I tried to analyze why Congress  wou ld want it  

bui l t .  That seemed f a i r l y  s imple t o  me . A l l  I had to 

do was remember the P reambl e  to the Const i t u t i o n :  

"We the p e o p l e  o f  the U n i t e d  State s , i n  

to f orm a more perfect Union , e s t ab l i s h  j u st i c e , 

domes t i c  tranqu il ity " - - and now l isten , 

23 for the common defens e ,  promote the general wel fare , 

24 s ecure the b l e s s ings of l i berty to ourselves and our 

25 posterity , to ordain a nd estab l i s h  t h i s  Const i tu t ion 

2 4  Howe l l  
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the United S tates o f  America . "  

Deputy Energy Secretary Troy Wade , the 

former manager of the INEL , said �t  wa s imperative the 

Nation not leave a legacy of o l d  production f a c i l ities  

and techno l o g y ,  and  S I S  will  prov i de a leading edge 

technology for p l utonium production.  

Wade conceded that opponents o f  the S I S  are 

right when they say there is no immediate need for the 

plutonium the Proj ect wi l l  make availabl e .  " That i s  a 

fact , and we do not d i spute i t , " he s a i d .  " Howev e r ,  

ne ither our opponents nor ourselves can accurately 

predict the nuclear mate r i a l s  requirements a decade 

f rom now . " 

We cannot " provide for the common defens e " , 

by bei ng weak or u nprepared . We cannot " secure the 

b le s s ings o f  l iberty to ourselves and our posterity" 

b y  b e i ng so  naive a s  to think that the Rus s ians , Cuban s , 

and the I ra n ians wil l  a l l  play by the same s e t  of rules 

that we do.  

In  case you have f orgotten , just think back 

to December 7, 1 9 4 1 . If that doesn ' t  do it, then 

remember the rules that the Naz i s  played by during 

n World War I I .  Some say that wou ld never happen a g a i n .  

� Some people wou ld have you b e l ieve that national 

� is not neces s a r i l y  to ensure our freedoms . Thomas 

2 5  Howe l l  
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Cochran says we need to cancel the S I S . He said we don ' 

need the i nsuranc e .  We l l , maybe that ' s  okay , but what 

happens if he is wron g ?  I wonder if he has canc e l l ed 

h i s  i nsurance . 

You k now , I watched the imported experts 

a s  they were tooting the i r  own horns and procl a im i ng 

their s e l f-proclaimed expert testimony . The l ights 

were d immed for a minute or two ,  and you k now wha t ?  

there wasn ' t  e v e n  a hint o f  a h a l o  f r o m  any o f  them . 

I guess they are j u s t  mortal s ,  too . 

Do you think that you can bel ieve the actors 

that they have paid to spread their pseudo innuendos ? 

Wou l d  you bel ieve someone whose job it is to enterta i n  

people by always p l ay i ng a r o l e ?  

One o f  the i r  actresses stands with the 

Boulder Mountains in the background and t e l l s  v iewers 

that the government wants to bui l d  a plutonium plant in  

Idaho fo r nuclear bomb s .  " Maybe that ' s  oka y , "  says 

Ms . Hemmingway , " Some say no nuclear accident could 

ever happen on our h ighway s .  some say there wi l l  never 

be another Idaho earthquake . But are we w i l l ing to pay 

the price if they are wrong ? "  But i f  they are right , 

Mur i e l , are you and your unborn child wil l i ng to pay 

the pr i c e ?  

Let ' s  j u s t  for a m i nute examine some facts . 
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Who doe s n o t  want the S I S  b u i l t ?  L i z  P a u l , Thom a s  

Cochran , Dan Re ich e r ,  a n d  Ted Mc K i n l e y ,  and a f e w  

Now l e t ' s  see who has requ e s t e d  that it be 

b u i l t :  The P r e s i d e n t  of the U n i t e d  S t at e s , the C o n g r e s s  

o f  the U n i t ed S t a t e s , the U . S .  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  Energ y ,  a nd 

Troy Wa d e ,  the U . S .  Secre t a ry of Def e n s e , the Hono r a b l e  

G o v e r n o r  Andru s ,  a l l  l o c a l  Mayors a n d  Chamb e r s  o f  

Commer ce , p l u s  l e g i o n s  o f  Southea s t  I d a hoa n s . We a re 

u n ited . 

10  D o n ' t  you suppose t h a t  George Washington had 

" h i s  L i z  P au l s ,  a n d  Abraham L i n c o l n  had h i s  Thoma s 

12 Coch r a n s  a n d  D a n  Re i c h e r s  to contend w i t h ?  C e r ta i n l y ,  

13 b u t  a r en ' t  you g l ad they p e r s i s ted in t h e i r  e n d e a v o r s  

14  t o  " p r o v i d e  f o r  the common d e f e n s e "  a nd " s ecure the 

15  b l e s s i n g s  o f  l ib e r ty " ?  You want your " f r eedom in-

16  surance c a n ce l l ed " ?  Are you putting all your tru s t  in 

17 an a rm s  ag reement w i t h  Ru s s i a ?  Are you going t o  p u t  our 

18 n a t i o n a l  f r eedom i n t o  the h a n d s  of a n a t io n  t h a t  won ' t  

19 e v e n  l e t  God i n t o  i t s  b o rd e r s ?  Not me , I ' m t a k i ng the 

M p roven p a th . I ' m g o i n g  to c o n t i nue to s u s t a i n  the 

21 l ea d e r s  of th i s  g r e a t  n a t i o n , whom I b e l ieve are i n s p i r e 

22 by t h e  A l m i g h ty. 

23 Ye s ,  y e s , ye s ,  S I S .  

24 THE HEARI N G  OF F I C E R :  Exhib it 6 9 3 ,  f o r  the 

� record , w i l l  b e  the w r i t t e n  commen ts of D e n n i s  Howe l l  o f  
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P o c a te l l o ,  I d ah o .  

W i tn e s s  Or d e r  1 8 ,  L .  T .  C a r t e e , who I 

b e l i eve h a s  a l re a d y  s pok e n ,  a n d  is an o v e r s i g h t . 

M R .  CARTE E :  May I c o r r e c t  th a t ?  There i s  

a n  L .  T .  C a r t e e . 

THE HEARING  OFF I C E R :  Oh , e x c u s e  me . 

MS . CART E E :  You ' r e welcome . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  S p o k e  t o o  q u i ck l y .  

There i s  a M r .  a n d  M r s . C a r te e .  

M R .  CARTE E :  Mr . Cha i rma n  a n d  l a d i e s  a n d  

g e n t l eme n , my name is L e b  C a r t e e , a n d  i t  i s  a p l e a s u r e  

t o  s a y  a f e w  w o r d s  a b o u t  t h e  t o p i c  o f  t h i s  m e e t i n g . 

I ' ve l i ved i n  I da h o  F a l l s ,  t h i s  i s  my t h i rd 

t ime , about 1 7  y e a r s . An d  I ' m in f avor of t h e  S I S , a n d  

I ' m i n  f a vor o f  h a v i n g  it  in  Idaho F a l l s ,  b e c a u s e  w e  

n e ed the P r o j ec t . And  in my a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  

t y p e s  o f  n u c l e a r  wo r k ,  I ' m s u r e  i t  i s  s a f. e .  

P r i o r  t o  r e t i r i ng i n  1 9 7 9 , I s p e n t  3 0  y e a r s  

i n  i n d u s t r y - r e l a t e d  to t h e  n u c l e a r  i n d u s t r y , a n d  m o s t  

M i t  d i r e c t . I s p e n t  e i g h t  y e a r s  a t  H a n f o r d , W a s h i n g t o  

2 1  a n d  e i g h t  y e a r s  i n  S a n t a  S u z a n n a , C a l i f or n i a , a n d  a b o u t  

22 o u t  here a t  t h e  S i t e  a t  I N E L . A n d  m o s t  o f  t h a t  w a s  

23 d i r e c t l y  w i t h  n u c l e a r - r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t ie s .  

24 Much of my work a t  H a n f o r d  wa s d i r e c t l y  w i t h  

� i n  the f in a l  s t a g e s  o f  the S e p a r a t i o n  P r o j e c t ,  

2 8  C a r t e e  
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, t h a t  is conve r t i n g  the p l u t o n i um oxide to m e t a l  by 

d i rect o x i d a t ion . The p l u to n i u m  was f u r the r pu r i f ied 

in the e l e c t r i c a l  f U r n a c e s  by a c o n t i nu a t i on o f  mol ten 

and pouring proce s s e s ,  a n d  t h e n  poured to the d e s i red 

vo lume , a nd t h e n  we �ach i ne d  it to the pr oper s h a p e s  

a nd w e i g h t  f o r  wh i c h  i t  w a s  d e s i g ned f o r . 

A l l  of t h i s  work is done i n  a c o n t ro l l ed 

a tmosphere , t h a t  i s  g l ove box e s , hood and f u r n a c e s ,  a n d  

a l l  o f f  g a s  w a s  t h r o u g h  f i l tered and c o n s t a n t l y  m o n i to r e  

s y s tems . 

I ' � u s i n g  t h i s  b a c k g round to a s s ure you I ' m 

n o t  b l in d l y  w a l k i n g  i n t o  th i s . A f te r  r e a d i n g  some o f  th 

E n v i ro nmen ta l  a nd I wou l d  h a ve read 

mo re , b u t  I went to s l e e p ,  I ' m very c o n f i d e n t  that the 

a d d i t i o n  to the SIS P r o j e c t  to o u r  a rea w i l l in n o  way 

b e  a t h re a t  to u s  o r  o u r  e n v i r o nmen t .  I n s tead , i t  w i l l  

b e  a g r e a t  h e l p  to o u r  ec o n omy . 

There h as b e e n  much t a l k  about the d a n g e r  

o f  t r a n s p o r t i n g  th i s  t y p e  o f  m a t e r i a l .  I ' ve d o n e  q u i te 

W a b i t  of a s s i s t i n g  and t r a n s p o r t i n g  the f u e l  i t s e l f . 

21 I ' v e  not too much e x p e r i e n c e  i n  the w a s t e  t r an s f e r ,  b u t  

22  the f u e l  i t s e l f , the type of c a s k  it is t r a n s po r t ed i n ,  

23 b e f o r e  b e i n g  u sed i t ' s  pre s s u r e  c h e c k ed , i t ' s  l e a k  

� c h e c ked , a n d  i t ' s  f i l l ed w i th i n e r t  g a s ,  t h a t  i s  the 

� s p a c e s  in i t ,  the empty s p a c e s . And it is s e a l ed a n d  
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l o c k ed , a nd t h e r e  i s  much l e s s  d a n g e r  to o u r  s o c i e t y  

t r a n s port i n g  some t h i n g  l i k e  tha t ,  i n  o th e r  w o r d s  the  

m e t h o d s  they u s e , t h a n  a 1 0 , 0 0 0  g a l l on t a n k e r  g o i n g  

down t h e  b o u l e v a r d  w i th h i g h  t e s t  g a s o l i n e  or a n y  type 

of chem i c a l  o r  for l iq u i d  f e r t i l i z e rs that they t r a n s p o r  

So f o r  me , I ' m a l l  f o r  i t ,  and  I h o p e  we g e t  

i t .  Thank yo u .  

T H E  H E A R I N G  OFF I C E R :  We ' l l move o n  to 

O r d e r  No . 1 9 ,  C a r o l y n  L .  Mo l e n ?  C a r o l y n  L .  Mo l e n ?  

( N O  r e s po n s e . )  

T H E  H E A R I N G  OF F I C E R :  Order 2 0 ,  W i nona 

W i n o n a  S a ye r ?  

( N o  r e s po n s e . )  

T H E  HEARI N G  OF F I C E R :  Order 2 1 ,  J e f f  

Mr . J e f f  Whe e l e r ?  

( N O  r e s po n s e . )  

T H E  HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order No . 2 2 ,  

M r . Bruce Campbe l l ?  

M R .  CAM P B ELL : My name i s  B ru c e  Campbe l l .  

23 I l ive at 2 1 8  N o r th S t a t e  i n  R i g b y . I moved to I d a h o  

24  i n  1 9 7 8 .  

25 I p U b l i s h  the E a s t  I d a h o  B u s i n e s s  
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t h a t  is s e n t  to v i rtu a l l y  every b u s i n e s s  in E a s t e r n  

I d ah o ,  i n c l u d i ng t h e  t o w n s  c l os e s t  t o  t h e  I NEL : Idaho 

F a l l s , Area , Rigby , S h e l l e y ,  Rexburg , B l a c k f o o t  and 

P o c a te l l o .  

L a s t  week over 9 , 0 0 0  c o p i e s  o f  the � 

I daho Bu s i ne s s  w e r e  d e l iv e r e d  to b u s i n e s s e s  

i n  E a s t e r n  I d a h o .  I n  t h a t  i s s u e  appeared f o u r  a r t i c l e s  

d i s c u s s i n g  the S I S  P r o j e c t . 

The f ir s t  a r t i c l e  was w r i t t e n  by J i m  Reed , 

who s t a ted t h a t  t h e  p r imary f u n c t i o n  of the S I S  P r o j e c t  

is t o  e n h a n c e  t h e  s e c ur i t y  o f  o u r  n a t io n . M r .  Reed 

s e e s  the S I S  pro j ec t  a s  an opport u n i t y  f o r  those o f  us 

w h o  l ive in E a s t e r n  Idaho t o  c o n t r i b u t e  our s k i l l s  and 

our time t o  the d e f e n s e  o f  our n a t io n . Mr. Reed a l s o  

w r o t e  t h a t  t h e  S I S  Pro j ec t  wo u l d  c r e a t e  j o b s , enhanc i n g  

o u r  economy and e na b l ing E a s t e r n  I da h o a n s  to do a 

b e t t e r  j ob w i t h  our educ a t i o na l  s y s tems a n d  b u s iness 

commun i t i e s . 

The s e c o n d  a r t i c l e  a p p e a r i n g  in t h e  � 

I d aho B u s i ne s s  was by Congressman Richard 

S t a l l i n g s  o f  Idaho.  C o n g r e s s m a n  S t a l l i n g s  s t a t ed that 

a f t e r  c a re f u l l y  reviewing t h e  E n v i ronmen t a l  

S t a teme n t  a n d  c o n s i d e r i ng pub l i c  comme n t s ,  h e  b e l ieves 

t h e  S I S  f a c i l i ty is safe a n d  neede d .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  

t he Pro) e c t  i s  c o s t  e f f ec t iv e  a n d  w � l l  p r o v i d e  needed 
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f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  o u r  c o u n t r y ' s  p l u t o n i um produ c t i o n  

capa b i l i t y .  C o n g r e s sman S t a l l i n g s  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  

INEL h a s  a good pub l i c  s a f e t y  a n d  envi ronment a l  p r o -

tection recor d ,  a n d  he i s  c o n vin c e d  t h a t  t h e r e  are n o  

s ig n i f icant pub l i c  h e a l t h  r i s k s , envir onme n t a l  impac t s , 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  probl ems or s a f e t y  c o n c e r n s  a s s o c i a t ed 

w i t h  the pro j e c t .  C o n g r e s sma n  S t a l l i n g s  says h e  b e l i e v e  

t he maj ority o f  I d a h o a n s  s u p po r t  t h i s  P ro j e c t .  

Repub l i c a n s  were r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  mag a z i n e  

w i t h  a n  a r t i c l e  by S e n a t o r  S t ev e  Symms o f  I da h o .  S e n a t o  

Symms ' a r t i c l e  s tr e s s e d  t h e  n e e d s  to d i f f er e n t i a t e  b e -

tween the facts a nd f i c t i o n . S e n a t o r  Syrnms s ta t e d  t h a t  

t h e  S I S  Pro j e c t  h a s  w i d e  s u p p or t , i n c l u d i n g  b o t h  S e n a t o r  

f rom I daho , the DOD , t h e  DOE , the N a t i o n a l  Secu r i t y  

C o u nc i l ,  a n d  t h e  Cong r e s s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta t e s .  S e n a t o r  

Symms e n d e d  h i s  a r t i c l e  w i t h  t h e  s ta temen t , " Be s i d e s  

t he b e n e f i t  t o  o u r  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y ,  t h e  f a c i l i t y  w i l l  

g ive a much needed b o o s t  t o  I d a h o ' s  a i l i n g  e c o nomy , a n d  

make the INEL a w o r l d  l e a d e r  i n  l a ser t e c h n o l o g y . "  

The f ou r t h  a r t ic l e  w a s  w r i t t en b y  two 

21 p ro f e s sors a t  I daho S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  in P o c a t e l l o ,  

22 Dr . Rona l d  D .  B a l s l e y  a n d  D r .  J .  Frank H a rmon . T h i s  

23  a r t i c l e  d i s c u s s e d  p r a c t i c a l  a n d  p o te n t i a l  e c onomic 

� b e n e f i t s  from p r o j e c t s  s u c h  as t h e  S I S ,  a n d  s u g g e s ted 

5 . 2 4 . 2 3 

5 . 2 7 . 9 . 2  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1  
� w i t h  t he S I S  a n d  o t h e r  h i g h  t e c h n o l o g y  I N E L  
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new markets and opportu n i t i e s  exist  for Idaho . 

A l l  four a r t i c l e s  d iscussed the facts about 

the SIS P r o j e c t .  The reaction I have persona l l y  re-

c e i ved from these articles has been 1 0 0  percent i n  favo 

of the S I S  Proj ect being located at INEL . There can 

be no quest ion that the INEL i s  idea l l y  s u ited for this 

P r o j e c t ,  and that the local business community is 

s trongly supportive o f  t h i s  Proj ect be ing located at 

INEL . Technology transfers of  particular interest to 

busines s es , voca t ional-technical school s ,  and 

l ocated i n  Idah o .  This P r o j e c t  w i l l  b ring Borne o f  t h e  

b e s t  a n d  l a t e s t  technology to I daho • 

The S I S  w i l l  bring I daho long and short-ter 

employme n t ,  a larger and more stable tax base , and mos t  

importan t l y ,  provide o u r  chi l d ren t h e  opportunity to 

stay and work in  Idaho . 

Thos e  of us who l ive in Eastern Idaho know 

that the INEL has a long e s tab l i shed concern about the 

envi ronme n t ,  the community and the personal s a f ety of 

a l l  the cit izens  of  I daho . We have ul t imate trust in 

the I NEL because of the ir past per formance record i n  

Eastern Idaho.  

After reviewing all  the ava ilable data o n  

the proposed S I S  Proj ect a t  t h e  INEL , a n d  a f t e r  see ing 

and hearing the overwhelming s upport f rom the people of 
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Eastern Idaho , the East Idaho Bus iness f inds 

that we must tot a l l y  s upport this Pro j ect . 

We are proud to j o i n  the long and 

group of  people who have g iven the ir personal t ime and 

support for the Pro j ec t :  Governor Cecil  Andr u s , 

S enator Steve Symms , Senator Jim McClure , Congres sman 

Richard S t a l l ings , Mayor Torn Campbel � ,  the Idaho Fal l s  

Chamber o f  Commerce , the Pocatello Chamber o f  Commerce , 

the I BEW and oth er l abor groups and the overwhelming 

majority of b u s i n e s s  people in Eastern Idaho . 

For those v i s i tors to Idaho who oppose the 

defense p o l i c y  o f  the U n i ted States , we hope you ' ve 

been able to enjoy the beauty of Idaho, hope the 

hold s ,  and we wish you a safe trip horn e .  Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFFICER:  Exhibi t  No . 6 9 4 ,  for 

the recor d ,  w i l l  b e  the written comments of  B ruce 

Campb e l l  o f  Rigb y ,  I daho . 

Day ?  

Moving o n  t o  Order N o .  2 3 ,  Ron Day . Ron 

( No response . )  

THE HEARING OFFI C E R :  Order No . 2 4 , Mr . B i l l  

Fohrenck ? B i l l  Fohrenck ? 

( No response . )  
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T H E  H E A R I N G  OF F I C E R :  Order No . 2 5 ,  

Mr . Don Mack a y ?  Mr . Don M a c k a y ?  

( No r e s po n s e . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R : Order No . 2 6 ,  Peter 

Larnba r do z z i ?  Pete r Larnb a r do z z i ?  

( NO r e s ponse . )  

THE H E A R I N G  OF F I CER : Order No . 2 7 ,  

Mr . Ji� O v a r d , J i m  Ova r d ?  

( No r e s pon s e . )  

THE H E A R I N G  OFF I C E R : Order No . 2 8  i s  

Cory Co l v i n .  C o r y  Col v i n ?  

( No r e s p o n s e . )  

T HE HEARING OFF I C E R : Order No . 2 9 ,  Ken 

18 Kol l a r ?  Ken Kol l a r ?  

'9 
( No r e s p o n s e . )  

20 

2'  THE H E A R I N G  OFF I C E R :  Order No. 3 0 ,  S h i r l e y  

Sh i r l e y  Bueh l i ?  

23 
( No r e s po ns e . )  

24 

25 THE H E A R I N G  OFF I CE R :  Order No . 3 1 ,  Jean 
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1 0 9 2  

Toms i c ?  

M y  re c o l l e c t i o n  i s  J e a n  Toms i c  made w r i tte n 

c omme n t s  f o r  the r e c or d .  

Hen s e l ?  

Order No . 3 2 ,  Mr . Dave Hen s e l ?  Mr . Dave 

( No r e s p o n s e . )  

T H E  HEAR I N G  OF F I C E R :  Comm e n t e r  No . 3 3 ,  

Vonna Buch l i ?  V o n n a  B u c h l i ?  

( N o  r e s po n s e . )  

T H E  HEARING OFF I C E R :  Comme n t e r  O r d e r  No . 3 4  

i s  L a r r y  Ch a pp l e ?  Larry C h a pp l e ?  

( No r e s p o n s e . )  

T H E  HEARING  OFF I C E R :  Comme n t e r  No . 3 5 ,  

Mr . S t e p h e n  R i t c h i e ?  

M R .  R I T C H I E :  M r . C h a i rm a n  a n d  l a d i e s  a n d  

g e n t l e me n ,  my n ame i s  S t e p h e n  R i t c h i e . I l i ve a t  1 5 7 4  

Beve r l y  Roa d ,  I d a h o  F a l l s ,  I d a h o . I ' ve l i ved i n  I d a h o  

F a l l s  f o r  over 3 0  y e a r s , a n d  I ' m  p r o u d  to  b e  a n a t ive 

I d a h oa n .  I ' m m a r r i e d  and h ave three c h i l dr e n . 

g r a d u a t e d  f r om I d a h o  S t a t e  U n iv e r s i t y  a n d  h ave b e e n  

empl oyed a s  a t e a c h e r  b y  I d a h o  F a l l s  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  91 

f o r  t h e  p a s t  13  ye a r s . I ' m  a member of the N a t i o n a l  

36  R i t c h i e  
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E d u c a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n , t h e  I daho Edu c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o� , 

a n d  t h e  I d aho F a l l s  Edu c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n . Today I am 

s pe a k i ng n o t  a s  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of any g r o u p ,  b u t  a s  

a c o n c e rn e d  c i t i z e n .  

T h e  N a t i o n a l  Edu c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t io n  a n d  t h e  

I d aho E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t ion h a v e  a d o p t e d  r e s o l u t i o n s  

c a l l i n g  f o r  i n te r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  and a nuc l e a r  f r ee z e . 

" Th e  N a t i o n a l  Educ a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  b e l ie v e s  t h a t  

n u c l e a r  w a r , t h e  common e n emy o f  a l l  n a t i o n s  and 

i s  n o t  s u r v i v ab l e . The A s s o c i a t i o n  u r g e s  the U n i te d  

S t a t e s  a n d  a l l  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  t o  a d o p t  a v e r i f i a b l e  f re e z  

o n  t h e  t e s t i ng , d e v e l o pme n t , prod uc t i o n ,  upgrad i ng , 

a n d  pl acemen t ,  a n d  d ep l o ym e n t  o f  nuc l e ar w e a p o n s  and a l l  

s ys te m s  d e s i g n e d  t o  d e l ive r n u c l e a r  w e a po n s . To that 

e nd ,  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  s up p o r t s  t h e  d e v e l o pm e n t  o f  a b i -

l a t e r a l  t r e a ty w i t h  t h e  U S S R  f o r  t,h e  c e s s a t i o n  o f  a l l  

n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  t e s t i n g , prov i d i n g  i t  c o n t a i n s  a d e q u a t e  

e n f o r c em e n t  mach i n e r y , i n c l u d i n g  o n - s i te i n s p e c t i on s . "  

" Th e  I d a h o  Edu c a t ion A s s o c i a t i o n  b e l i e v e s 

� t h a t  war i s  t h e  common e nemy of a l l  n a t i o n s  and peopl e s  

2 1  a nd c a l l s  f o r  an i n t e r n a t io n a l  e f f o r t  t o  c re a t e  a wo r l d  

22 w i t h o u t  b i o l o g i c a l ,  c h e m i c a l  or n u c l e a r  weapon s . "  

23 As an e d u c a t o r , I s trong l y  support b o t h  o f  

� t h e s e  r e s o l u t i o n s  a n d  b e l ie v e  t h a t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  

25 t h e  S p e c i a l  I s otope S e p a r a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  wou l d  o n l y  a d d  

3 7  R i tc h i e  

to t h e  a rms r a c e  a n d  i s  u n n e c e s s a ry f o r  o u r  n a t i o n a l  

d e f e n s e . Th e r e f o r e , I ' m o pp o s e d  to the c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  

t h e  S p e c i a l  I s o to pe S e p a r a t i o n  P r o j e c t .  

I b e l ie v e  t h a t  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  pol i c i e s  

s ho u l d  n o t  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  l o c a l  economic s i tu a t i o n s . 

E f f o rt s  s h o u l d  be made to f in d  s ta b l e  l on g - t e r m  s o l u t i on 

to unemploymen t .  F i v e  h u n d r e d  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  c o u l d  

c re a t e  many m o r e  j ob s  i f  i t  w e r e  s p e n t  in  a n y  o f  a 

numb e r  of s o c i a l l y  b e n e f i c i a l  a r e a s , s u c h  a s  e d u c a t i on 

10 
o r  h e a l t h  c a r e . P e o p l e  d e s e r v e  j ob s  t h a t  improve t h e  

" q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e ,  n o t  t h r e a t e n  l i f e  i t s e l f .  The p r o s p e c t  

12  o f  j ob s  must n o t  b e  u s e d  to j u s t i f y  the b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  

13 SIS f a c i l i t y .  Thank y o u  v e r y  mu c h .  

14 T H E  HEARING OFF I C E R :  Exh i b i t  6 9 5  for t h e  

1 5  r ecord w i l l  b e  t h e  w r i t t e n  comme n t s  o f  S te p h e n  R i t c h i e  

1 8  o f  I daho Fa l l s ,  I d a h o . 

1 7  M o v i n g  on t o  O r d e r  N o . 3 6 ,  J e r r y  Jacob s o n . 

18 J e r r y  Jacob s o n ?  

19 
(NO r e s po ns e . )  

20 

21 THE H E A R I N G  OFF I C E R :  O r d e r  N o . 3 7 ,  B o b  C l a r k  

22 Bob C l ar k ?  

23 
( N o  r e s po n s e . )  

24 

25 THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  O r d e r  N o . 3 8 , T r i s h a  

3 8  R i t c h i e  
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Evan s .  Trisha Evan s !  

(No r e s ponse . )  

THE HEARING OFF ICER :  Order No . 3 9 ,  Joe 

Clayton . Joe C l ayton? 

( No respons e . )  

THE HEARING OFFICER:  Order No . 4 0 ,  Chri s  

Jens e n .  Chr i s  Jensen? 

( No response . )  

12 

13 Schul z .  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  

L a n e  Schu l z ?  

Order No . 4 1 ,  Lane 

14 

15  
( No r e sponse . )  

16 THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order No . 4 2 ,  W i l l ard 

17  Wood . Mr . Wood , I b e l ieve , left comments at our last 

18  hearing . 

19 Ord e r  No . 4 3 ,  Glenn Embry . Glenn Embry ? 

20 

21 
(No respons e . )  

22 THE HEARING OFF ICER:  Order No . 4 4 ,  Rose 

23 Fleis chmann . Rose F l e i schmann? 

24 

26 
(No response . )  
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THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order No . 4 5 ,  Mr . Doug 

Wheel e r .  Doug Wheel e r ?  

( No response . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order N o .  4 6 ,  Pam 

Lemmon .  Pam Lemmo n ?  

( No response . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order 4 7 ,  M r .  Joe 

Cal l .  Joe Ca l l ?  

(No respon se . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order 4 8 ,  Georgeann 

Merr i l l . Georgeann Merri l l ?  

( No response . )  

THE HEARING OFFICE R :  Order No . 4 9 ,  Shane 

Monson .  Shane Monson? 

( NO response . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order No . 5 0 ,  Bobbi 

22 S t .  C l a i r .  

23 M S. S T .  CLA I R :  My name i s  Bobbi St . C l a i r ,  

� and I l ive a t  1 5 1 5  Three Fountains Drive . Idaho Fal l s .  

25 I have l ived i n  Idaho F a l l s  for 1 8  years .  I am what you 

4 0  St . C l a ir 
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1 1  

12 

13 

14  

might call part of  the s i lent ma j ority and not a person 

who woul d  norma l l y  appear before you here . Howev e r ,  

i n  con s idering the S I S  propos a l , I received materia l s  

indicat ing that s i lence can b e  haz ardous t o  your heal t h .  

T h e  i n forma tion appeared t o  b e  f i l led with emot iona l i sm 

and I ,  for one , do not appreciate those k inds of tactics 

i n  present i ng informa t ion to me . Therefore , I f e l t  

comp e l l ed to become more educated o n  t h e  S I S  Pro j ec t .  

I have read t h e  Dra f t  Environmental 

Statement prepared by the Department of  Energy , attended 

the informa tion s e s s ions and heard Jan Haggers and h i s  

presenta t ion . And I have l istened t o  t h e  i nformation 

pres ented b y  the Snake River Al l iance . 

After t h i s  proces s ,  I ' m ready to support the 

1 .  1 16  building of the S I S  at the Idaho National Enginee ring 

2 . 1 . 1  

2 . 1 3 . 8  

18 Labora tory . I feel that the Sta tement 

17 presen t s  a reasonable ana l y s i s  o f  the Pro j ec t ,  i t s  

18 ha zards and i ts advantag e s .  I feel  that the Department 

19 o f  Energy has been sensitive in presenting the infor-

� and has prov ided the opportunity to the pub l i c  

2 1  become i n f or�ed about this Proj ect . 

22 It is unfortunate that more indiv idua l s  do 

23 take the i ni t i a t ive to learn the facts . I am con-

� when people constant l y  refer to the negatives of 

25 produ c i ng pl utonium . It is my unders tand ing from the 

4 1  s t .  C l a i r  
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reading that this  Project w i l l  not produce but w i l l  

r e f i ne pl utonium. If pl utonium i s  not r e f i ned i n  this 

manner,  i t  will be produced by more ine f f i c ient and 

costly method s .  

In  add i t i o n ,  I become concerned when I hear 

comments about the INEL in weapons production by taking 

on this Proj ect . The EIS states that the raw mate r i a l s  

w i l l  be s h i pped o u t  o f  s tate f o r  weapons production and 

the weapons w i l l  not be manufactured at the INEL . To 

state that the INEL s hould not be involved in defense 

work i s  contradictory s i nce that has been going on here 

s ince the beg i nning of  the S i t e . 

It wou l d  be sad if uninformed people a l l owed 

a vocal minority to set the direction o f  the INEL 

through emot iona l ism . I woul d  l ike to suggest that 

b e i ng unin formed and l istening to half truths can be 

hazardous to your hea l t h .  

Let ' s  consider t h e  topic o f  weapons produc-

tion a l ittle further . I hear comments of concern with 

t he INEL becoming more involved with defense and war-

fare proj ect s .  Because we support the SIS does not 

i nd icate that we are war mongers . This area o f  I daho 

is extreme l y  patriotic and i s  w i l l ing to support our 

country i n  t imes of  war ,  but we do not advocate war .  

Every succes s f u l  business  person knows that one ma j o r  

4 2  S t .  C l a i r  
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k e y  to s uc c e s s  i s  hav ing the f o r e s i g h t  to a n t i c i p a t e  

the w o r s t  pos s i b l e  e v e n t  that c a n  happen .  T h e n  t h e y  

p l a n  f o r  that e v e n t  a n d  p r o c e e d  to w o r k  n i g h t  a n d  d a y  

t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  i t  d o e s n ' t  happe n .  For o u r  country , 

w o u l d n ' t  that s ame p r i n c i p l e  h o l d  tru e ?  By p r e p a r i n g  

f o r  t h e  wor s t  p o s s i b l e  e v e n t , t h e n  we c a n  b e  f r e e  t o  

work n i g h t  a n d  day t o w a r d  p e a c e f u l  s o l u t i o n s . w i t hout 

t h a t  f o r e though t , c a n  our country b e  s u c c e s s f u l  in 

peace e f fo r t s ? F u r th ermor e ,  a l though I h a v e  never 

b e e n  f e a tu red in a t e l e v i s i on a d v e r t i s e m e n t  or P l avbov 

I am a l so a w i f e  a n d  mother t h a t  i s  c o n c e r n e d  

w i t h  p o t en t i a l  rad i a t i o n  e f f ec t s  and the d e f e n s e  s ta n c e  

f o r  t h e  I N E L .  I am s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  f i n d i n g s  t h a t  

t h i s  P r o j e c t  w i l l  n o t  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  m y  f am i l y ,  that 

in f ac t ,  w e r e  a n  a c c i d e n t  to happe n ,  the amount o f  

r a d i a t i o n  w o u l d  b e  m i n imal . M y  h u s b a n d  i s  a l o n g - t im e  

I d a h o  Fa l l s  r e s i d e n t , h a v i ng g rown u p  i n  I daho Fa l l s , a s  

d i d  h i s  f a t h e r  a n d  g r a n d f athe r .  We a r e  f ami l i a r  w i t h  

the I N E L  a s  n e ighbors a n d  c a n  a t t e s t  to t h e i r  f i n e  

s a f e t y  r e c o r d  a t  t h e  S i t e  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  M y  t w o  s o n s  

a re b e i n g  r a i s e d  i n  t h i s  commu n i t y  w i t h  a h e a l th y  c o n -

c e rn f o r  t h e  p r e s e rv a t i o n  o f  o u r  envi ronm e n t  and t h e  

e c o l og y  a n d  the p a t r i o t i s m  I r e f e r r e d  to e a r l i e r .  

As a me�b e r  o f  t h e  adm i n i s t ra t ive group a t  

W e stmark F e d e r a l  C r e d i t  U n i o n  where o u r  m a j o r  s p o n s o r  

4 3  s t . C l a i r  
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compa n i e s  a r e  the S i t e  c o n t r a c t or s , I am f o r t u n a t e  t o  

h a v e  contact w i t h  the e m p l o y e e s  the r e .  I w o u l d  l i k e  

t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e s e  peopl e a r e  n o t  o n l y  g o o d  n e i g h b o r s  

b u t  t a k e  p r i d e  i n  th e i r  wo r k .  I h a v e  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  

t h e m  a n d  t h e  I N E L .  

The advan t a g e s  o f  t h e  S I S  t o  t h e  e c o n omy 

in ma i nt a i n i ng the l e v e l  and numb e r s  of j ob s  a r e  

d e f i n i t e l y  important to Southe a s t  I daho a n d  I da h o  i n  

g en e r a l . The r ip p l e  e f f ec t  o f  t h e  P r oj e c t  w i l l  r e a c h  

a l l  f a c e ts o f  o u r  l iv e s . Howev e r ,  t h e re a r e  o t h e r  

a s p e c t s  to c on s i de r .  O n e  o f  t h e  mo s t  e x c i t i ng a s p e c t s  

f o r  m e  i s  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  t e c h no l o g i c a l  impl i c a t i o n s  

o f  t h e  l a s e r  i so t o pe s e p a r a t i o n  proc e s s .  T h e  f a c t  

t h a t  t h i s  c o u l d  b e  h a r n e s s e d  f o r  p o s i t ive p u r po s e s  i n  

t h e  i nd u s t r i a l  a n d  m e d i c a l  f i e l d s  g iv e s  m e  e v e n  mo r e  

r e a s o n s  to p o s i t i v e l y  s upport t h is P ro j e c t .  The I N E L  

h a s  a good r e c o r d  i n  the  a r e a  o f  t e c h n o l o g y  t r a n s f e r ,  

a n d  i t  i s  s a f e  t o  e s t im a t e  t h a t  t h i s  t e c hn olog y  w i l l  

b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  f o r  t h e s e  p u r p os e s . 

H a v i n g  made  t h e s e  comme n t s , I wa n t  to go 

on t h e  r e c ord i n  f u l l  s upport of t h e  S I S  P r o j e c t  at the 

I N E L . 

T H E  HEARING OFF I C E R :  Exh i b i t  6 9 6 , f o r  t h e  

reco rd , w i l l  b e  t h e  writ t e n  comme n t s  o f  B ob b i S t . C l a i r ,  

I d aho Fa l l s ,  I d aho . 

4 4  S t .  C l a i r  
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O r d e r  5 1  on t h e  p r e - r e g i s t e r ed s p e a k e r  l i s t ,  

Mr . M a t t  Mor s e .  M a t t  Mor s e ?  

C l i f f  B r a dy ? 

( N O  r e s p o n s e . )  

THE H E A R I N G  OF F I C E R :  No . 5 2 ,  C l i f f  Brady . 

( N O  r e s pon s e . )  

T H E  HEARI NG OF F I C E R :  T h a t  c o n c l u d e s  t h e  p r e  

r eg i s t e r e d  s pe a k e r s  l i s t .  I ' l l r e t u r n  t o  t h a t  i n  a 

1 1  b i t . I w i l l  now , a t  t h i s  p o i n t , go o v e r  to the at t h e  

12 

13  

14 

1 5  

1 6  

17  

door r e g i s tr a t i o n s  f or t h e  a f te r noon s e s s ion f rom l a s t  

F r iday . I ' l l s ta rt w i t h  O r d e r  No . 

NO . 1 is N i c k  Cru z .  N i c k  C r u z ? 

on that l i s t ,  a n d  

( N O  r e s po n s e . )  

T H E  H E A R I N G  OFF I C E R : Order No . 2 i s  t h e  

18 R e v e r e n d  C r a i g  H a l l  C u tt i ng . No . 2 is Reverend C r a i g  

19 H a l l  C u t t i ng . 

20 
( N O  r e s po n s e . )  

21 

22 THE H E A R I N G  OFF I C E R : Order 3 is Tonia 

23 Co l v ia . T o n i a  C o l v i a ?  

24 
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( N O  r e s pon s e . )  
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THE HEARIN G OFF I C E R : O r d e r  4 is A l b e r t a  

P h i l l i p s . A l b e r t a  P h i l l ip s ?  

( N O  r e spon s e . )  

THE H E A R I N G  OF F I C E R :  Or d e r  5 i s  L a r r y  

Asay , L a r r y  Asay? 

( N O  r e s p o n s e . )  

THE H E A R I N G  OFF I C ER : Or d e r  6 i s  David 

Goepe l .  

Thank you , we ' l l mark your wr i t t e n  comm e n t s  

Exh i b i t  6 9 7  for t h e  r e c o r d  . 

M R .  GO E P E L : My name i s  David Goepe l .  

am a r e s i d e n t  a t  8 8  W i l l o w  �ood i n  P o c a t e l l o ,  I d a h o ,  

8 3 2 0 4 . 

Demo c r a c y  in a c t ion  i s  j u s t  o n e  of t h e  

h e ad l in e s  u s e d  to d e s c r ib e  t h i s  h e a r i ng . Th e  f a c t  t h a t  

s o  m a n y  have t ak e n  a s t a n d  a n d  p u b l i c l y  v o i c e d  t h e i r  

opinions o n  t h i s  i s s u e  r e a f f i r m s  o u r  b e l i e f  t h a t  I d a h o ' s  

f uture i s  b r i g h t .  T h e  comme n t s  I make a r e  m i n e  a l o n e . 

My intent is not to o f f e n d  or p a s s  j u dgment , b u t  r a t h e r  

to s h a r e  a p o i n t  o f  v i ew t h a t  some may not h a v e  p r e -

vious l y  cons i d e re d . 

I n  choo s i n g  I d a h o  as t h e  p l a c e  to r a i s e  o u r  

f ami l y ,  m y  w i f e  a n d  I p l a c e d  an empha s i s  o n  s u c h  t h i n g s  

4 6  G o e p e l  
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as a whol esome soc i a l  atmosphere , relativ e l y  low cost 

of  l iving , and a clean environme n t .  We have made a 

commitment to each other that I daho i s  where we intend 

to stay. I ' m  a businessman in Pocate llo , and I ' m 

positive about the c i ty ' s  future and the future of 

Southeast I daho . I am committed to Idaho . 

It is this same commi tment that brings me 

to these hearings tod a y .  The force that won ' t  let me 

rest is my consc i e nc e .  Nearly seven years ago our 

10 n e ig hbors to the south were faced with a similar 

1 1  which para l l els the S I S  Pro j ect i n  many ways . 

12 The f o l lowing i s  a statement made by the 

13 Pres idency of  the Mormon Church on the bas i ng of  the MX 

14 m i s s i le ; 

16 • •  by way of  general observation we 

16 repeat our warnings against the terrifyi ng arms race in 

17 which the nations of the earth are presently eng aged . 

18 We deplore in part icular the b u i ld i ng of  vast arsenals 

19 of nuclear weaponry _ We are advised that there i s  

ro a l ready enough such weaponry to des troy in large measure 

21 our c i v i l izat ion , with consequent s u f fering and misery 

n uncalculable extent i t s  planners state that the 

n s y s tem i s  s t r i c t l y  defensive in concep t ,  and that the 

� c hances are ex tremely remote that it w i l l  ever be 

� actu a l l y  employed . However , h i s tory indicates that men 

4 7  Goepel 

have seldom created armaments that eventu a l l y  were not 

put to u s e .  

"We a r e  most gravely concerned over the 

proposed concentrat ion in a r e l a t i ve l y  restricted area 

of  the West • • •  with such concentration , one segment 

of  the population would bear a highly d isproportionate 

s hare of  the burden i n  l ives lost and property 

• •  such concentrat i o n ,  we are i n f ormed , 

may even i nvite attack under a f i rst strike s tra tegy on 

10  
the part of an  aggressor . I f  such occurr e d ,  the result 

1 1  woul d  be near annilat ion of  most o f  what we have 

1 2  striven to build s ince our p ioneer forebears first came 

13  to these we stern valleys . 

14 " Furthermo r e ,  we are told that in the 

15 event of  a f i r s t  str ike attack , deadly f a l l out wou l d  be 

16  carried b� preva i l i ng winds across much o f  the nation , 

17  maiming and destro y i ng wherever i t s  pervas ive c l oud 

18 touched . 

19 • •  we may predict that with so many 

20 b i l l ions of dol l ars at s take we w i l l hear much talk 

21  designed to minimi z e  the probl ems that might be expected 

22 and to max im i z e  the economic benefits that might accrue . 

23 The reasons for such portray a l s  w i l l  be obviou s .  

24 " Our fathers came to t h i s  we stern area to 

25 e s tabl ish a base f rom which to carry the gospel of peace 
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to the peoples of the earth . It is i ronic and a denial 

o f  the very e s s ence o f  that gospel that i n  the same 

general area there should be cons tructed a mammoth 

weapons sys tem poten t i a l l y  capable of  destroying much 

of c i v i l i z a t i o n .  

" With t h e  m o s t  serious concern o v e r  the 

pres s i ng moral question of  possible nuc lear con f l ic t ,  

w e  p l ead w i t h  o u r  national l eaders t o  marshal the 

genius of the nation to f i nd viable al ternatives which 

will secure a t  an earl ier date and with fewer hazards 

the protec tion f rom pos s i b l e  enemy aggress ion which i s  

o u r  common concern . "  Dated M a y  5 t h ,  1 9 8 1  a n d  s igned 

Spencer W. Kimba l l ,  N. Eldon Tanner, Marion G .  Romney . 

I oppos e d  the MX Proj ect . I now oppose the 

S I S  Proj ect for the same moral reasons and as a matter 

of conscienc e ,  not because o f  the technology but because 

o f  its use in creating an ominous device . Chr i s t  said , 

" Bl e s sed a re the peacemakers for they should be called 

the children of God . "  Let our actions and our ef forts 

b e  d i rec ted toward world peace and let it  beg i n  with u s .  

Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order No . 7 i n  the 

a fternoon sess ion l i s t ,  Rus s e l l  Fray . Rus s e l l  Fray ? 

(No res ponse . )  
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THE HEARING OFFICE R :  Order No . 8 ,  Nathan 

O l s o n .  Nathan O l s o n ?  

(No response . )  

THE HEARING OFF ICER:  Rocky Barker?  No , 

sorry . 

Order N o . 9 ,  Vaughn S .  K .  Nebeker?  

MR . NEBEKE R :  Right here . 

THE HEARING OFF ICER:  Thank you . 

MR . NEBEKE R :  I was told to s tay neutral 

through this debate by those who represented themselves 

a s  the Department of Defense • 

Due to the prototype that I designed for 

the Department o f  Defense work at Chernobel i n  s topp ing 

5 , 0 0 0  tones and 9 0  rods that went through the contain-

ment f loor at Chernobel . 

Science has always l eaped f o rward ,  l ike the 

Wright brothers , Einstein and E d i s o n .  Many times you 

w i l l  run i nto people who have their f ears of  i t .  S I S ,  

i n  i t s  f orm, i s  very good f o r  recycl i ng nuc lear wa ste , 

but s ince the Department o f  Defense asked me to s tay 

neutra l ,  I can ' t  put i nto forms o f  the best way to use 

it,  but I hope you get the Pro j e c t ,  because this country 

does need a good form of defens e .  

Thank you most k indl y .  

5 0  Nebeker 

5 . 28 . 7  

4

5

6

7

8

9

17

19

2

3

4

5

6

7

9



� 
CO 
CO 

1 . 1  

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

1 0 96 

T H E  H EA R I N G  OF F I C E R : Thank you . O r d e r  

No . 1 0 ,  B r e n t  J .  B u e s c h e r  B - u - e - s - c - h - e - r . B r e n t  J .  

Bues c h e r ?  

( No r e s pon s e . )  

THE H EA R I N G  OFFI C E R :  Order N o .  1 1 ,  B r i a n  

o .  Mul l i n .  B r i a n  O .  Mu l l i n ?  

( N o  response . )  

THE H EA R I N G  OFF I C E R : O r d e r  1 2 ,  Kathy 

Ka thy B i t t o n ? 

( N o  response . )  

T HE HEARING OF F I C E R :  O r d e r  N o .  1 3 ,  

W i l l iam Hogan . 

MS . KELLY : I ' d l ik e  to t a k e  B i l l ' s  pl ace . 

THE H E ARING OF F I C E R :  S t a t e  y o u r  name a n d  

a d d r e s s  f o r  t h e  recor d , p l ea s e . 

MS . KELLY : My name i s  C h r i s t i ne K e l l y , I 

W am a t  8 2 0  W e s t  Th r e e  P o i n t  Avenue i n  Loqa n ,  utah . 

21 Good a f t e rnoon . F o r  t h e  record , 1 1 m  opposed 

22 to t h e  S I S ,  but f o r  my v e r b a l  commen t s  r i g h t  here , I 

23 w i l l  r e s t r i c t  �y comm e n t s  to t h e  problem I f i nd w i t h  

� t h e  Envi ronme n t a l  S t a temen t .  

25 I wou l d  l i k e  t o  b e g i n  by expre s s i ng my 

5 1  K e l l y  

g r a t i tude f o r  t h e  N E P A  p ro c e s s ,  a p r o c e s s  t ha t ,  a s  

view i t ,  h a s  two m a j o r  purpo s e s . F i r s t , i f  done 

c o rrec t l y ,  t h e  p r o c e s s  assures t h a t  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  

w i l l  i nc l u d e  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  e nv i r o nmen t a l  i s s u e s  i n  

t h e i r  d e c i s ion-�a k i n g  p r o c e s s .  

And , s e co n d ,  a g a i n  i f  done corr e c t l y ,  t h e  

p r o c e s s  a l l ows t h e  c o n c e r n e d  p u b l i c  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  

t h e  d e c i s i o n -mak i ng proces s .  

Now I ' ve s t a t e d  Il i f  done c o r r ec t l y " , because 2 . 1 2 . 2  
10 

t h e  NEPA p r o c e s s  b e f o r e  u s  today has n o t  been c o n d u c t e d  

1 1  
i n  a m a n n e r  t h a t  meets t h e s e  t w o  f u n d amen t a l  purposes 

1 2  
o f  NEPA . W i t h  r e s p e c t  to t h e  f i r s t  purpose , the NEPA 

13 
p r o c e s s  has not a c t u a l l y  been used in DOE d e c i s i o n  

14 
m ak i ng on t h i s  P r o j e c t . I have two e x amp l e s  on t h i s .  

2 . 1 2 . 5 15  Th e f i rs t  is t h e  wh o l e  need q u e s t i o n . The g o ,  n o - g o  

16  d e c i s io n  was made o u t s i d e  o f  t h i s  proce s s .  

1 7  Now i t ' s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  D r a f t  S t a teme n t  

18 i nc l uded a No A c t i o n  A l t e rn a t ive , but we a l l  k now t h a t  

1 9  t h i s  a l t e r n a t ive was i n c l ud e d  p u r e l y  a s  a forma l i t y  

20 to m e e t  t h e  CEQ r e g u l a t i o n s  and was n e v e r  a c t ua l l y  

21 c o n s i d e r e d  i n  t h e  de c i s i o n-ma k i ng proces s .  

22 My second ex ampl e i s  t h a t  f rom the way 

23 t h i s  h e a r i ng h a s  beeT) conduc t e d , i t ' s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  

� l o c a t i o n  d e c i s i o n  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  made o u t s i d e  of t h e  

� NEPA p r o c e s s .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  D r a f t  a d d r e s s e s  t h r e e  s i t e s ,  

5 2  K e l l y  
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o n l y  one s i te has b e e n  g iv e n  s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  a s  

e v i d e n ced b y  the l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  p u b l i c  hea r i ng s .  A l l  

a r e  i n  Southern Idaho , none a r e  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  o r  

DOE h a s  a l s o  a nnounced what was provided 

for the s e c o n d  �a j o r purpose o f  the N E P A  proce s s , t h a t  

o f  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  publ i c  p a r t i c i pa t i o n .  Th i s  i s  a l s o  

mos t c l e a r l y  s e e n  by t h e  de c i s io n  t o  h o l d  publ i c  h e a r i n g  

i n  S o u t h e r n  I d a h o .  Sho u l d n ' t  t h e r e  a l s o  be h e a r i n g s  i n  

W a s h i n g t o n  a nd Geor g i a  i n  t h e  even t t h a t  t h e r e ' s  a 

c h a n g e  i n  the p r e f e r r e d  a l t e r n a t i ve b e tween the D r a f t  

a n d  t h e  f i na l  Envi r o nme n t a l  S t a teme n t ?  

B u t  b e s i d e s  Wash i ng t o n  a n d  Georg i a ,  t h e r e  

s ho u l d  a l s o  b e  h e a r i n g s  i n  p l a c e s  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  the 

c o n c e r n ed public a l o ng the t r an s p o r t a t i o n  routes , a lo n g  

t h e  r o u t e  from H a n f o r d  to I N E L ,  INEL t o  Ro cky F l a t s , 

f rom I N E L  to W I P P . A l l  of t h e s e  pu b l i c  s h o u l d  be 

e n c o u r a g e d  t o  par t i c i pa t e  a s  they may be s e r i o u s l y  

a f f e c t e d  b y  t h i s  P r o j e c t  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  a n  a c c i d e n t  

d u r i n g  t r a n sp o r t . 

Howeve r , i n s te a d  of mak i n g  d i l i g e n t  e f f o r t s  

t o  i nv o l ve t h e s e  p e o p l e  a s  r eq u i r ed b y  CEQ r e g u l a t i o n s , 

they have h a r d l y  even i llformed them of the P r o j e c t .  F o r  

t h o s e  o f  u s  n o n - I d a h o a n s  w h o  h a v e  h e a r d  o f  the P r o j ec t ,  

w e  have n o  way o f  k now i n g  how d i r e c t l y  w e  may be 

a f fec t e d , s in c e  n o  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s  a r e  p r e s en t e d  

53  K e l l y  
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i n  the D r a f t  S t a t e men t .  

Th i s  b r i n g s  me t o  a n o t h e r  f au l t  t h a t  I s e e  

w it h  you r D r a f t  S t a t e me n t .  Y o u  have f r agmented o u t  

d i s po s a l  o f  w a s t e  g e n e r a t e d  by t h e  p ro p o s e d  P r o j e c t . 

I n stead of i n c l u d i ng t h i s  m a j o r  a s p e c t  of the P ro j e c t ,  

y o u  r e f e r  to p a s t  a n d  f u t u r e  E n v i r o nm e n t a l  S t a t e -

m e n t s  t o  addr e s s  t h e  i s s u e . D i s p o s a l  o f  the wa s t e  

c re a ted by t h e  proposed P r o j e c t  i s  a n  i nh e r e n t  p a r t  o f  

the P r o j e c t . For i f  the P r o j e c t  i s  approve d , 

a n d  opera ted , w a s t e  mat e r i a l s  w i l l  n e c e s s a r i l y  be pro-

duced . Yet you have s e p a r a t e d  o u t  the w a s t e  p roblem 

as though i t ' s  a d i f f e r e n t  p ro j ec t  e n t i r e l y .  The i s s u e  

o f  w a s t e  d i s p o s a l  m u s t  b e  i n c l uded i n  t h e  E I S  t o  

adequa t e l y  m e e t  NEPA r e q u i r eme n t s . 

A n o t h e r  problem I f i n d  w i t h  t h i s  S tatement 

is the l ack o f  b e l ievab i l i t y  of t h e  c l a im s  o f  l o w  impac t 

a n d  s u f f i c i e n t  s a f e g u a r d s . B e c a u s e  of t h e  h i g h  s e c u r i t y  

o f  t h e  area , l ac k  o f  impa c t s , l a c k  o f  a c c i d e n t s  a r e  n o t  

r e a d i l y  ver i f i a b l e . I f  an a c c i d e n t  d o e s  o c c u r , s a y  a 

l arge dose of r a d i o a c t i ve o r  ha z a r d o u s  wa s t e  r e l e a s e d  

t o  the aqu i f e r ,  h o w  w i l l  we k n o w ?  I n  a d d i t i o n  to t h i s  

i nh e r e n t  l a c k  o f  ve r i f i ab i l i t y ,  y o u r  d i s c l a im e r  o n  t h e  

i ns ide cover o f  t h e  D r a f t  E I S  m a k e s  f o o l s  o u t  o f  a n y  o f  

u s  who wou l d  choose t o  b e l ieve t h e  E I S  c l a im s  o f  l o w  

imp a c t . 
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Fina l l y , the document is inadequate i n  that 

i t  is not readabl e .  CEQ regu l ations require the E I S  

be written i n  p l a i n  l a nguag e ,  i f  t h i s  document is 

understandable probably only to nuclear engi neers . 

Al l of these I would l ike to see addressed 

in another Draft Environmental Statement ,  at the 

very l east , and I will  submit my written comments at a 

l ater d a te . 

THE HEARING OFFICER ; Thank you .  

No . 1 4  o n  the a fternoon s e s s i o n ,  John F .  

Erben . John F .  Erben . 

MR . ERBEN : Thank you , I l ive at 2 2 2  East 

7 3 rd South in Idaho Fal l s .  

After l i stening t o  those i n  oppos ition o f  

the S I S  a t  last Friday ' s  testimony , I be l ieve there are 

a number of m isunderstandings that exist from the 

statements that were mad e .  I ' d  l ike t o  address a few 

of those . 

Opponents have inferred that the only jobs 

� coming to Idaho woul d  be of a low tech nature , and 

21 equated them to wor k i ng at McDonalds . Thi s  is just not 

22 so . Having worked in high tech projects for over the 

n l a s t  25 years , I observed that you don ' t  operate 

� complex f a c i l ities with fry cooks . It takes h ighly 

� ski l l ed and wel l -trained peopl e ,  operators , technicians , 

5 5  Erben 
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scienti sts , engineers . This is a team that has been 

used at the INEL , and tha t ' s  why we have the outstanding 

safety record that we do . 

It takes techn icians and operators with an 

understand i ng of  the techno logy , and they ' re the people 

that are wor k i ng a lot with the hands-on experience 

and actua l l y  operating the equipme n t .  They n e e d  this 

experience and understanding to improve , enhanc e ,  up-

grade the equipment and the proce sses . To do th i s ,  

work with the engineers and scientists that are more 

forma l l y  schoo l e d ,  more deeply schooled in the techno log 

To operate , maint a i n ,  and upgrade the S I S ,  we w i l l  re-

quire here on site i n  Idaho operators , techn ician s ,  

engineers , scientists and a number of  support personnel 

that will provide the sound technical base here in  

The excel lent people have been h ired on the Pro j ect to 

make this happe n ,  and it w i l l  b ri ng this technology 

base to the Stat e .  

Torn Cochran s poke t o  the number of  al terna-

tives to the S I S .  He ment ioned among them b l ending , 

the N Reac tor restart,  the new product ion reactor and 

the use of  Livermo r e ,  Lawre nce Livermore Laboratory 

facilities to do the miss ion . Blend i ng is d i scussed 

on Page 2 - 6 9  of the DEI S .  It ' s  not pract ical because 

of  produc tion capacity l imitations at the reactors at 
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Savannah Rive r .  The N Reactor restart , for one , would 

not b e  popul a r  or practical at the current time , due 

to pol itical opposition i n  the States o f  Washington and 

Oregon . 

The new production reactor is for the long 

pul l ,  and the S I S ' i n i t i a l  mission gets us through the 

i ntermediate t ime periods where we ' re not covered . It 

doe s n ' t  have the f lexibi l it y ,  e ither , the S I S  does as 

a l s o  d i scussed in the D E I S .  

U s e  of  Lawrence Livermore as  a production 

f a c i l ity , which it ' s  not des igned for , we would run up 

a number of  environmental  i s s ue s .  I don ' t  know i f  

you ' ve been t o  r .. awrence L ivermor e .  I have . It ' s  

in a very close prox imity to residential areas , and 

think that even if thes e  environmenta l i s sues coul d  be 

overcome , the production capa c i ty of  that particular 

p l ant and facil ity cou l d  not meet the m i s s ion of  the 

If it d i d , it wou l d  take 70 years or so in order to do 

t h i s . 

If Tom Cochran advocates thes e  alternative s ,  

2 1  woul d  he support them? Of course not . He ' s  j u s t  

22 

23 

diverting u s .  Our e lected o f f ic i al s ,  Governor Andrus 

and the Senators Steve Symms and Jim McClure and 

� Congres sman Stall ings , two Democrats and two 

25 a l l  s poke i n  f avor of the S I S .  They have access t o  the 
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c l a s s i f i ed stockpiled memorandum and have s a t  in  on 

c l a s s i f ied b r i e f i ngs , 1 ' m  sure , on the s i z e  and needs 

for the current s trength of  the U . S .  I f  they say we 

need the S I S , I b e l ieve the m .  As e l ected o f f i c i a l s ,  

they are responsible  t o  us , the voters . If I d i sagre e ,  

a 

can vote them out of o f f i c e .  I can ' t  do t h e  same for 

self-appointed group such as the Snake River A l l iance 

that are responsible  only to themselve s .  Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order N o .  1 5 ,  Ed 

Bamberry . 

M R .  BAMBERRY : Good a f ternoon . I ' m Ed 

Bamberry , the Business Repr esentative for the I ron 

Workers Local Union in Pocate l l o .  I represent about 

2 0 0  members , work throughout Southern Idaho , and in 

fac t ,  I s erved my apprenticeship through this local . 

I ' ve worked most of my entire l i f e  here , other than the 

t ime work was slow I have went to other s tates when 

there wa s n ' t  work available here . And it ' s  the same 

with most of  our members . I n  the past for the iron 

work par t ,  we b u i l t  most of  the Site out her e .  We ' re 

proud of what we ' ve done . I think our members are as 

c apable as  any anywhere i n  the uni ted State s .  I n  fac t ,  

anytime I ' ve l e f t  this area and went t o  another area 

to work and also the other members , you know, we ' ve 

never had an!' probl em mak i ng it anywhere . That I s from 
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New York to San Franc isco . 

Last Friday I got the opportunLty I d i d  

attend a news conference h e r e  t h a t  t h e  S n a k e  River 

A l l iance put on, and a lot of  the things they said I 

think j u s t  was n ' t  rea l l y  facts . They were just smoke-

screen s .  One o f  the guys that was there , I don ' t  

remember what h i s  name wa s - - i t  didn ' t  make any 

d i f ference - - he says , "Wel l ,  when this puppy i s  bu i l t ,  

i t  won ' t  make Post Toa s t ies . "  

10 Wel l ,  I ' l l agree with him on th a t .  I t  

1 1  p robably won ' t ,  but.  I ' m sure i t  will  process the 

12 p l utoniu� i t ' s  designed to d o .  

1 3  There w a s  a l s o  a statement h e r e  today that 

14  this was hard to read or hard to unders tand . We l l ,  

15 mys e l f  1 don ' t  have any problem understanding thi s ,  and 

16 I ' m  not a nuc l e a r  enginee r .  I ' m  an  iron worker , and 

17 there ' s  been sta tements �ade that there was no other 

18 uses for th i s , but i t  says r i ght here i n  the statement 

19 here that there i s  other potential bene f icial  use , and 

� i t  g ives one i nstance this could be a pos s ib l e  thermal 

21 source for generating e l ectrica l power for space 

22 satell ites , and I think that ' s  something coming up i n  

n the futur e .  I think there ' s  probably more should be 

24 done on our s pace program. They say that the money we 

25 s pend on our space program , there ' s  been a lot of  
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spinoff  technology that ' s  came f rom thi s . I ' m sure 

there will be a lot of  technology come from the SIS 

program .. 

And another thing I th ink i s  a m i s conception 

her e ,  a lot o f  people s a y ,  " We l l , this i s  somet h i ng new 

c omi ng to Idaho , "  but the chemical process ing plant 

l oc ated on the Site, this  i s  a proce s s i ng plant for 

p rocess ing nuclear fuel . They ' ve got a good s afety 

record out there . They ' ve been doing that for over 2 5  

years that I ' ve been work ing out there . They ' ve had 

no ma j o r  acc idents that I ever knew abou t ,  and all the 

t ime I worked there , I thought it was a heal thy place 

to wor k .  I t ' s  not compared to some of  your chemical 

plants that are dusty and smokey . There ' s  no probl ems 

l ike this . They have good clean a i r  out there , and as  

far as  I ' m  concerned , i t  i s  a heal thy place to work . 

Another thing that I heard the comment the 

other day when we was stand i ng outsi d e , one of  these 

antis come up and they s a i d ,  "Wel l ,  this plutonium 

W here i b  going to k i l l  us  a l l , "  they s a i d ,  " T h i s  

21 radia tion is going to k i l l  us . "  

22 I s a id , "Wel l , stand ing out i n  t h i s  hot 

n sun or this bright sunl ight you ' re probably goi ng to 

� more radiation than you would out work ing i n  

� the building out there on the S i te . "  
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And they said , " Wel l , that ' s  becau se o f  a l l  

t h e  chemical s , "  they s a i d ,  " I ' m  against chemica l s ,  too . "  

Well , maybe they a r e ,  you know , b u t  hey , 

these chemical s ,  that ' s  what make our l ives better . I f  

we ' r e  g o i ng t o  b e  against everything , we ' re going to 

have to go back to the day when we ' re getting the s t ick 

and going down here and try and e i ther dig some roots 

u p  or k i l l  an animal to e a t .  kind of  l ike a l i ttle 

better qual ity of  l if e  than tha t .  

We l l ,  I g u e s s  tha t ' s  about a l l  I have to 

say , a nd I thank you for l i s tening to me . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Thank you . O n e  o f  

t h e  names I i nadvertent l y  l e f t  o f f  t h e  speaker ' s  l i st 

is  Mr . B i l l  Morrison from Arco , and we c a l l  him at 

this po int.  

Mr . Morrison? 

M R .  MORRI SON : Mr . Chairma n ,  ladies and 

gentlemen . I have a few comments to make about the 

Draft Environmental Statement . F i rst is when 

I started r eadin� this documen t ,  I perceived a negative 

bias towards Savannah River and Hanford . I feel that 

the true choice for all o f  the s ites may be Savannah 

River and Hanford sho u l d  have put out their own 

Environmental Statement on tha t .  

Also , later on I read some of  the documents 
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about the notice meeting s .  There was a comment in there 

about the BFW endorses the SIS at the I N E L .  I ' m  a 

member of the BFW, and I ' ve been to many meeting s ,  but 

I have never heard anyth ing brought u p  at any of  the 

meet ings about the S I S .  Consequentl y ,  the state�ent 

is from the peop l e  that made that notic e .  

Now N o . 3 ,  m y  l a s t  comment , e s s entia l l y ,  

there h a s  been n o  nuclear critical ity safety evalua tion 

presented in this Draft docume n t .  I feel b e f ore I 

could say 1 1 m  for the S I S  at the INE L,  I want to see a 

primary environmental pr imary nuclear cr itica l i ty 

s afety review and an independent c r i t i ca l i ty s a fety 

review , as wel l  as the verif ication of the c a l c u lation 

on methods f rom appropr iate critic a l i ty safety studie s .  

F o r  examp l e ,  I know o f  n o  plutonium c h loride 

critical experiments that have been performe d .  Th i s  

docu�ent states that t h e  plutoniu� chloride w i l l  be in  

this proces s .  I don ' t  know how we get around the 

absence of  critical experimental data . 

Maybe you wonder why I ' m sayin� this . Have 

any of  you seen any nuclear b u r s t s ?  I have . I ' ve 

seen many of them . They ' re awesome . Have you 

pardon the Eng l i s h  - - sat through a p l utonium plant 

� f ire?  I hav e .  I d idn ' t  know it was on f ire a t  the 

25 time , but I was approx imate l y  3 0 0  feet away from the 
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Rocky F l a t s  f ire when it  burned down . 

What I want to do i s  to be s u re that we 

don ' t  have the recurrence of any of these accidents at 

the INEL,  and I think we can provide such that we won ' t  

h ave that type o f  an acciden t .  Thank. y·o'u .  

THE HEARING OFFICER : Lad i e s  and gentl emen , 

I ' ve gone through the entire l i s t  of both pre-reg i s tered 

s peakers a s  wel l  as speakers who s i gned up at the door 

to speak at the commencement of this hearing on Friday . 

Rather than going back through that l ist in tota l ,  what 

I wou l d  do at t h i s  point is ask if there is  anybody in 

the room who h a s  not yet commented who e ither pre-

regi stered or r e g i s tered at the door and wishes to 

comment? 

If we cou l d  h ave you s tep f orward and g ive 

us your name . Th i s  gentleman here , s i r ,  and then you � 

Please give your name and addre s s  for the 

record , s ir .  

M R .  CLARK : M y  name i s  Robert B .  C l a r k �  

� res ide at 6 6 7 4  North 2 5th East in Idaho Fal l s , Idaho � 

21 I take this opportunity to i s s u e  my support 

22 the S I S  Project in Idaho Fa l l s . 

23 I bel ieve the way to keep peace i s  to be 

24 s trong . Those of you who know me know I have a young 

� man who works for me that ' s  about s i x  foot tall and 
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weighs about 2 6 0  pounds . And nobody messes .with h i m ,  

becau s e  he ' s  tough . I t ' s  my opinion that i f  the United 

States of  America i s  toug h ,  nobody w i l l  want to mess 

with u s . That ' s  a blunt way o f  putting it,  but tha t ' s  

the way I f ee l .  And I feel  that the S I S  i s  one of  

those means of  keeping the Un ited States toug h .  

Because w e  a r e  now a strong nation , we ' re 

able to - - we are f ree to choose where to l ive , where 

to work , where to wor s h i p ,  and f ree to o f f e r  our 

on important i s sues such a s  this  S I S .  I f e e l  that to 

be able to keep t h i s  s t rength and to add upon them ,  

le t ' s  g o  forward with the S I S  Pro j ect . 

Why the I N E L ?  We have an excellent project 

l ocat ion at the S i t e .  T h e  local work force i s  second 

to none in  terms of  quality and a b i l ity . We have a 

good labor and management agreement in the 

Agreement . The security is ex tremely tight with s tate-

of-the-art equ ipment . The local support is  better here 

than either of the two other s i te s  b e i ng cons idered . 

This Pro j ect is badly needed in thi s  area 

because of  the boost i t  w i l l  g ive the local economy . 

We need the j obs it w i l l  create . I have chosen Idaho 

F a l l s  to l ive here because of  all it  h a s  to o f f er � My 

f uture and the f uture o f  my b u s i n e s s  depends upon the 

I NEL S i t e .  Therefore , my f uture depends upon the INEL 

6 4  Clark 

3 . 4  

5 . 2 5 . 3  

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 1 6 

2

3

4

5

6

7

6

9

14

19

of

I

2

3

4

6

7

8

9

17

20

opinion

Stabilization



� 
\0 
(J1 

2 . 1 0 

10 

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

16  

16  

1 7  

m 

� 

I l O l  

s ecur i ng the S I S  Pro j ec t .  

I d o  not appreciate t h e  o u t  o f  state and ou 

of area people who have nothing to l o s e  or anyth i ng to 

g a i n  by comi ng here and trying to d ictate my f uture . 

That s hould be my c h o i c e ,  because I am a f ree American . 

I do , howeve r ,  acknowledge their right to o f fer an 

o p i n i o n .  However , it is the local people who s hould be 

heard with greater emphas i s  on this important deci s i o n .  

P l ease br ing t h e  S I S  t o  t h e  INEL . 

THE HEARING OFFICER : The written statement 

o f  Robert B.  Clark , Pres i dent of  Eagl e  Rock Mechanical  

w i l l  b e  i ncl uded i n  the record a s  Exhibit N o .  6 9 8 . 

Your name and address for the record , s i r ?  

H R .  BRADY : M y  name i s  C l i f f  Brady . 

reside at 1 6 68 Gar f ie l d ,  Idaho Fal l s , Idaho and have 

for 23 years . I own a home s pecialty department store 

here i n  I daho Falls c a l l ed Brady ' s .  

Be fore I read my prepared stateme n t ,  I j u s t  

want t o  digress f o r  a moment a n d  say that I cou ldn ' t  

� agree more with the gentleman that preceded me . I was 

21 nine years o l d  when Worl d  War II s tarted,  and I remember 

22 the fear in that n ine-year-old heart when I was told 

23 that my fa ther was going to take h i s  l 6-gauge s ingle sho 

� and was go i ng to drill with an organization 

� in Idaho called the Idaho Volunteer Reserve . It 
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was a home guard . They were going down to Riverside 

Park in Boise to d r i l l  and learn how to defend th i s  

count r y ,  because w e  w e r e  so under armed because of  

peopl e who had told u s  after World War II  to d i sarm .  

Inva s i o n  was i�minen t .  I didn ' t  really  u nderstand the 

full consequences o f  that , except I understood i t  mus t  

be a v e r y  dangerous s ituation . never want to see our 

country in that kind of a s i tuation aga i n .  

view t h e  development o f  t h e  a tomic bomb 

and now the H bomb as having been that i n s t rument that 

has kept us f rom World War I I I ,  and hope f u l l y  it  w i l l  

continue t o  do so u n t i l  everybody i s  wi l l i ng to lay 

down their arms and tota l l y  and completely d i s a rm .  Un-

til that day o f  Utopia come s ,  I ' m going to support the 

retent ion o f  the atomic bomb and atomic energy as a 

source of d efending t h i s  natio n .  

N o w  m y  prepared statement on more peaceful 

t h i ngs . am a past Pres ident of the Greater Idaho 

F a l l s  Chamber o f  Comme rce 1 9 8 3 - 8 4 . The I daho F a l l s  

� Chamber of Commerce h a s  always taken a s upportive stand 

21 towards pro j ec t s  at the I N E L .  That supportive posture 

n comes f rom a tru s t  developed because of the INEL ' s  

n exce l lent record of progre s s  in safety and technolog y .  

� I t  a l s o  comes f rom the Chamber ' s  apprec iation of the 

25 s pe c i a l  benef i t s  to the socio-economic l i f e  of  
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I daho F a l l s  and the surroun d i ng area . 

S i nce environmental impac t  is the i s s u e ,  

keep i n  mind that this c o u l d  i n c l ude many things other 

than a i r ,  water and land . You must a l so consider the 

s o c i a l  qua l i f y  o f  l i f e .  

A t  the present time I serve o n  the Board o f  

Directors o f  t h e  Idaho F a l l s  Symphony . W e  have o n e  o f  

t h e  f inest symphonies anywhere . A great number of the 

orchestra members are Site workers .  I believe we could 

not support a symphony here in Idaho Fa l l s  without the 

INEL . 

My wife is a teacher in School District 9 1 .  

She serves o n  the Board o f  Di rectors o f  the Idaho Fal l s  

Opera Theater and has performed i n  several productions . 

I and members of my family has worked as stage hands 

behind the scenes and helped to build s cenery for the 

d if ferent opera s .  Ou r volunteer opera company h a s  been 

mentioned i n  national opera mag a z i nes as  one o f  the 

finest o f  sma l l  town opera s .  Wi thout the tal ented 

� personnel of the S i t e  it would be d i f f i cult to mainta i n  

2 1  a n d  support a n  opera group of  t h i s  cal iber.  

22 I a l so serve on the Citi zens Advisory Board 

n of the E a s tern I daho Reg ional Medical  Center . Because 

� of our new Reg ional Medical Cen t e r ,  it is now seldom 

� necessa ry to travel to Salt Lake C i ty for med i c a l  care . 
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Eastern Idaho Regional Med ical Center has the latest  

high tech medical  eqUi pment ava ilab l e . Soo n ,  in 

c ooperation with the S i t e , Idaho Regional Med ical 

Center w i l l  b e  involved i n  a modern-day med ical miracle 

c a l l ed the Boron-Neutron Capture Therapy . Thousands of 

brain cancer vic tims will get a repri eve from cert a i n  

death through t h e  applica tion of  radiation from a 

reactor that was to be retired . Even more med i c a l  

breakthroughs w i l l  be pos s i b l e  w i t h  t h e  S I S  research 

and operat io n .  

A s  a father o f  eight children a n d  a grand-

father o f  ten grand c h i l d r e n ,  I want to see the economy 

of this  area do wel l .  The S I S  w i l l  bring to t h i s  area 

l ong and short-term employme n t ,  a larger and more stable 

tax ba s e ,  and most importantl y ,  provide my c h i ldren and 

g randchildren the opportu n i ty to stay and work in  Idaho . 

The 4 4 0  construct ion workers who w i l l  b e  

requ ired t o  b u i l d  t h e  S I S  P r o j e c t  a r e  read i l y  ava i lable 

in Southea s tern I daho . Therefor � ,  there w i l l  be no 

� adverse impac ts on the s c hool s y stem . 

21 Two of my sons are in  business with me . 

22 Without the economic ben e f i t s  provided to our community 

n the INEL, that wou l d  not be pos s i b l e . The INEL 

� of buy Idaho w i l l g i ve our sma l l  businesses the 

a opportunity to supply mater i a l s  and produ c t s  for the S I S  
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P r o j e c t .  T h e  S I S  w i l l  e n s u r e  a continued environment 

of economic and social growth , and that g ives us hope 

for the future . Thank you very much . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Thank you . I w i l l  

mark a s  Exhibit N o .  6 9 9  f o r  i n c l u s ion i n  the record 

the written co�rnents of C l i f f  Brady of  Idaho Fal l s .  

Are there others i n  the room who are ready 

to t e s t i f y  but do not have a chance? 

MR . PARK : My name i s  Char l e s  Park , - 1 2 5 8  

Norton , I daho Fa l l s ,  born here in Bonnev i l l e  County . 

I ' ve been very i n teres ted in these pub l i c  

hearing s .  I n  t h i s  week , 1 , 0 0 0  people w i l l  have 

partic ipated in  this proce s s . I t ' s  a marvelous thing 

to s e e  freedom of speech in act ion , an excel lent 

15 example o f  democracy . It ' s  marve lou s .  

16 Humbl e  farmer s , we l l - i nformed housewive s , 

17 hard-work ing laborers and s l ick lawyers have stood 

18 here and publ i c a l l y  said whatever they wanted . We ' ve 

19 s ang songs and wa tched skits and heard people boldly 

ro c l a im that the ir government was ly ing to them . On 

21 Monday I heard someone say that th i s  sys tem wa s wrong 

22 and imp l i e d  that we needed a d i f ferent form of governmen 

n I don ' t  b e l ieve tha t .  I b e l ieve that these publ ic 

� heari ngs are the s trongest evidence and freedom of  

2 5  s peech i s  a l ive and we ll  i n  Amer ica . That is why I 
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s upport the S I S  Pro j ect . You only f i n d  f reedom of  

s peech in  the free wor l d . 

Now I ' d  l ike to h ave the f o l l owing sta tement 

placed i n  the pub l ic record . You can be the j udge a s  

to i t s  relevancy a n d  accurac y .  S ixty-f ive years ago 

Lenin summar i z ed his Ru s s i an s t rategy a s  fol lows : 

" F i rs t  we take Eastern Europe , then the 

masses of As i a ,  then we w i l l  encircle the United States , 

which w i l l  be the l a s t  b a s t i a n  of capital i s m .  We w i l l  

n o t  have t o  attack . It w i l l  f a l l  l ike an over-r ipe 

fruit into our hands . 

(An  enemy has done th i s ,  B e n s o n ,  Parl iament 

Publ ications , Page 9 2 .  

A strong d e f e n s e  s af e guards our right to 

determine our own destiny as a nation . 

Al though I work for WINCO on th e S I S  

I ' m not a supporter because am part of  the team . 

Rather ,  I ' m  pa�t of t h i s  team because I s trongly b e l ieve 

that my personal freedom is l inked to the inte l l igent 

management of our nation ' s  defens e .  

I n  c l o s i ng l e t  m e  state that I ' m  prepared 

to defend my right to f r eedom of speec h ,  the same 

n freedom which a l lows us to hold t h i s  pub l i c  hearing 

24 today , where anyone can freely voice their opinion 

25 without fear of government oppre s s ion . That ' s  the 
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American way , and it is wonderful . 

When these hearings have c losed and the 

proponents and opponents have a l l  had the ir say and 

gone home , we can all be thankful that f reedom of 

s peech is al ive and wel l in  America . I ' support the 

S I S  Project because it helps to protec t my freedom to 

come here today and say whatever I wan t .  Wi thout a 

strong defens e ,  th is  f reedom wou l d  be as rare as a 

publ ic hearing in Rus s ia . 

Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFFICER : The written comments 

of Charles V .  Patk of  Idaho Fal l s ,  Idaho , w i l l  be 

i nc l uded in the record as Exhibit No . 7 0 0 .  

D o  w e  have anyone e l s e  i n  the room who has 

pre-registered? Yes , s i r .  

Cou l d  w e  have your name and address f o r  the 

record , sir? 

MR . WORL E Y :  M y  name i s  T a l  Worley , and 

I ' ve l ived in Idaho Fal l s  f or 40 years at 6 6 3  East 1 6 th 

Stree t .  

21 1 3 4  years ago , Chief Seat t l e ,  a savage by 

n white ma n ' s  s tandards statedl · Continue to contam i nate 

n your b e d ,  and you w i l l  one night suffocate i n  your own 

24 waste . II 

25 The DEIS doe s not address the soc io-economic 
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impact of the S I S  in any of the f o l l owing categor i e s :  

How much wi l l  o u r  property taxes and u t i l i t i e s  b e  

raised , a n d  they w i l l  be , l ike death . BPA , the Godfathe 

o f  DOE and already $15 b i l l ion in  debt will be rais i ng 

our e l ectric rates . How many more f i reme n ,  pol icemen 

and their equipment w i l l  be mandated by the insurance 

compani e s ?  How many new school s ,  hospita l s ,  gol f 

courses , swimming pools and other ame n it i e s  w i l l  be 

needed to satisfy the l if e s t y l e  of  these added pro-

f es s ional s ?  What about tra f f ic i n  our streets? They ' re 

already clogged , and we have I daho ' s  largest parki ng 

l ot ,  namely 1 7 th Street • 

March 1 1 th , DOE has told Cong r e s s ional panel 

it  could cost up to $ 1 0 0  b i l l ion to c l ean up the nation ' 

nuclear weapons produc t ion f a c i l i t i e s . March 1 6th , 

Secretary Herrington stated that we are awash in  

plutonium and do not need more . The s igning of the INF 

and the Strategic Force M i s s i l e s  Treaties woul d  give 

the U . S .  120  tons of  plutonium.  Yet DOE wants to bu i l d  

a plutonium plant on t o p  o f  Idaho ' s  most prec ious and 

l i fe-g iving resource , namely the Snake River Aqu i f e r .  

B y  DOE ' s  own tes t ,  p l utonium h a s  seeped down 

3 1 0  feet i nto that aqu i f e r .  Remember , there is no 

antidote for p l utonium and one one-m i l l ionth of  a gram 

of  pl utonium causes cancer . 
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The design of the S I S  is s t i l l  prel iminary . 

The f u l l - s c a l e  demonstration facil ity at Lawrence 

L ivermore i s  one of  the two most hazardous waste dumps 

in America a nd won ' t  begin running tests until after 

the construction is  started on the SIS  p l ant . So which 

comes f ir s t ,  horse or the cart and makes us  the gu inea 

p i g ?  DOE makes its  own rules and bends them to suit 

their own purpose s  and has no oversee r ,  so that a f ter 

38  years of  rhetoric , promises , and never-ending costly 

researc h ,  Idaho i s  the dumping ground for nuclear waste . 

Further proof is that DOE is s h i pp i ng nearly one 

pounds of  TMI nuclear garbage to Idaho at the rate of  

1 9 , 0 0 0  pounds every two weeks , to be stored for 3 0  years 

and studied for ten years . Would n ' t  100  or 1 , 0 0 0  pounds 

h ave been enough to study? 

The DEIS report says it  wi l l  produce 4 4 0  

tons of  transuranic was te , which they p l a n  t o  s h i p  to 

the WIPP s i te in  New Mex i c o .  However ,  that s i te h a s  

a l ready spru ng a l eak , a n d  even DOE i s n ' t  s u r e  as  to 

its sa fety . There is no a l ternative to the W I P P  re-

pository , so what i s  the u l t imate answe r ?  Is it  the 

INEL? 

Like McDonalds hamburgers , there i s  regular 

and d e l uxe . The S I S  surely qual i f ies for the deluxe 

pork barrel pro j ect o f  1 9 8 8 .  
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Opposition to the S I S  is not based on scare 

tacti c s ,  but ra ther on our elected o f f icials  and those 

appointed bureaucrats who wou l d  i ntimate us  with 

economic and national security f a i lures i f  we don ' t  

exceed to their s e l f-serving positions . 

I s  Idaho so destitute that it wou l d  endanger 

and j eopard i z e  its  most precious resource for 7 5 0  

workers who w i l l  only produce more plutonium g arbage 

f or seven years and then l eave behind another monument 

to man ' s  l egacy of  d i s c ipl ined bureaucracy? Thank you . 

T H E  HEARING OFFICER:  Thank you , s i r .  

Exhibit N o .  7 0 1  w i l l  b e  the written comment of  Tal 

Worley of  I daho Fal l s ,  Idah o .  

A n y  other individuals who a r e  regi s tered 

to comment that have not had the opportun ity to do so?  

With that,  we have exhaus ted our l ist o f  commenters for 

this a fternoo n .  What we ' l l  do , i t ' s  now 3 : 4 0 .  We ' l l  

b e  i n  recess u n t i l  7 : 0 0 this  e ve n i ng unless add i tional 

commenters come in t h i s  af ternoon . We ' l l take them i f  

they do come . 

With that , we ' l l be in recess until  7 : 0 0 

22 evening . 

23 

( A  recess wa s taken . )  
24 

25 

7 4  Worley 

6 . 1 . 8 

2

3

4

5

6

9

25

73

million

2

3

4

e

7

8

25

this

74



U1 
o 
o 

'0 

" 

'2 

'3 

'4 

'5  

( March 3 0 ,  1 9 8 8  - 7 : 3 0 P . M . ) 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Good evening , l a d i e s  

a n d  gentleme n .  I w i l l  now forma l l y  recommence t h i s  

publ ic hearing concerning t h e  review of the D r a f t  

Env iro nmental Statement relat ive to the United 

States Department of Energy ' s  proposed Special Isotope 

Separation Project . Th i s  proceedi ng is a continuation 

of the Idaho Falls pub l i c  hearing held on this i s s ue 

commenced l a s t  Friday , the 2 5 th of March and was held 

over to t h i s  d a te , the 3 0th o f  March . 

My name is Roy Eigure n .  a m  the Hearing 

O f f i cer in th i s  and the other pub l ic hearings held in  

t h i s  series o f  proceedi ngs to receive comment on the 

Dra f t  Environmental Statement for the proposed 

16 s iting , construction , a nd operation by the Department 

17 of Energy o f  a Special I sotope Separation Project that 

18 u t i l i z e s  the atomic vapor laser i sotope separation 

,9 proc e s s  technol ogy .  

20 I am an attorney from B o i s e .  I was retained 

21 by the Department of Energy to conduct t h i s  s e r i e s  of 

n publ ic hearings as an i ndependent and unbiased party 

n' a ss u re the opportunity for a l l  interested orga n i z a-

24 t ions and individuals to comment on the Draft Environ-

� Stateme n t .  Accordingl y ,  I ' m  not an 
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advocate for or against the pos i t ion taken by the 

Departmen t .  Rather , I a m  a neutral third party who has 

coordinated the devel opment of  the procedures that we ' re 

f o l l ow i ng , a s  well as c h a i r i ng the hearings themselve s . 

The i s sue that i s  the sub j ect of this  pro-

ceeding is the Department ' s  proposal to site , cons truct 

and operate an S I S  f a c i l i t y  at one of  three locat ions in 

the United State s , the DOE ' s  Idaho National Eng ineering 

Laboratory near I daho Fal l s ,  the DOE ' s  Hanford Re serva-

t ion in  Richland , Wash ington and the th i rd al ternative 

to locate the f a c i l ity as the DOE ' s  Savannah River 

P l ant near Aik e n ,  South Carol ina . Each of these three 

s it e s  is d e s ignated as an  a l t e rnat ive that i s  cons idere 

i n  t he Draft Environmental Statement . The fourt 

and f inal  alternative under consideration i n  the OEIS 

is  the No Action Alternative , which would be a dec i s ion 

b y  the Department to not s i t e , construct and operate 

an S I S  fac i l i ty . As s tated in the DEI S ,  the 

preferred al ternative is to s i t e , construct and operate 

the S I S  f a c i l ity at the I daho National Eng ineering 

Laboratory . 

To put t h i s  h�aring in perspectiv e ,  it i s  

important that you understand t h e  key e l ements of  the 

federal l aw that require that the Department o f  Energ y ,  

prior to mak ing a f i na l  d e c i s ion i n  t h i s  matter , to 
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I

Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed

by the Department of Energy to conduct this series of

public hearings as an independent and unbiased party

to assure the opportunity for all interested organiza-

tions and individuals to comment on the Draft Environ-

mental Impact Statement, Accordingly, I'm not an
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develop a comprehens ive review of  the environmental 

f actors assoc iated with each of  the al ternatives that 

I mentioned . The National Environmental P o l i c y  Act 

of  1 9 6 9 , or  NEPA , requi re s  that all f ederal agencies 

develop procedures that ensure that environmental 

ame n i t i e s  or values are g iven a ppropriate consideration 

i n  federal government deci s ion mak ing . This law also 

requires that recommendations for "ma j o r  federal actions 

s ig n i f icantly a f fecting the qua l i ty of  the human enviro 

men t "  be f i r s t  preceded by the development and comple-

ticn o f  an  Environmental or E I S ,  that 

f u l l y  and c a r e f u l l y  examines  the potent i a l  environmental 

impa cts of  the proposed action . 

The Department of Energy has determined 

its  proposed action i n  s i ting , construction and operati ng 

the S I S  plant is a ma jor f ederal action that under 

NEPA requires the devel opment and compl etion of  an  S I S .  

Accor d i ng l y ,  by the publ icat ion o n  October 3 1 ,  1 9 8 6 ,  

o f  a Notice o f  Intent t o  Prepare a n  E I S  i n  the Federal 

the Department of Energy commenced the process 

that has led to the development and pub l ication of  the 

Draft Environmental Statement that is the subj ect 

of  this  h e a r i n g .  

T h e  DEIS was prepared b y  t h e  Depa rtment of  

� Energy with the a s s i stance of an independent contrac tor ,  
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NUS Corpora t i o n ,  after an extens ive proce s s  of re-

ceiving pub l i c  comment through the scoping or i n i t i a l  

i nput phase of  this E I S  devel opment proceeding . During 

the scoping , pub l i c  comment on the scope or magnitude 

of  i s sues to be addressed in the EIS was received , as  

well a s  comment on particular issues . Scoping including 

the receipt of extens i ve wr itten comment from the public 

as  wel l  as oral comment from two l engthy pub l i c  

one held i n  Idaho F a l l s ,  Idaho on February 2 4 th , 1 9 8 7  

and one held i n  Boise , Idah o ,  o n  February 2 6 th , 1 9 8 7 .  

As a result of the i nput rece ived during 

the scoping process , the Depa rtment determined the 

following i s s u e s  w i l l  be a n a l yz ed i n  the Draft 

mental Sta tement . The 1 1  issues are : 

N o . 1 ,  the o f f - s ite general popu l ation 

radiological and non-radiological e ffects resu l t ing 

f rom potential accidents at an S I S  fac i l ity . 

Two , the e f fects on the general popu lation 

f rom emiss ions of  rad iolog i c a l  and nonrad iological 

releases caused by normal operations of  an SIS  fac i l ity . 

Three , exposure of operating personne l to 

rad iological sources and nonradiological releases durin 

normal operat ions of  a n  SIS f ac i l i ty .  

Fou r ,  incremental d i f ferences i n  environmen 

tal impacts between operation of  the exis t ing chemical 
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proces s i ng f a c i l ities and the proposed act ion and 

a l t e rnat i ve s .  

F ive , e f fects o n  a i r  and water quality and 

o ther environmental consequences during construct ion 

a nd operation of an SIS f a c i l i t y .  

Six , cumu la tive e f fects of  operations of  

s uch a f a c i l i t y ,  including changes i n  support operations 

rel ated to i t .  

Seven , the on- s ite and o f f - s i te transport a t  

impacts o f  nuclear materi al s .  

Eight , a n  ana l y s i s  o f  applicab l e  federal , 

s tate and local regulations applyi ng to the construc-

t ion and operation o f  an SIS f a c i l i t y .  

Nine , t h e  decomm i s s ion a n d  decontamination 

i ssues o f  s uch a fac i l i t y .  

Ten ,  i rretrievable and i rrevers ible 

commitment o f  resources in  the u s e  of  l and , materia l s , 

scarce and strateg ic materia l s ,  fuels  and other re-

sources related to the con s t ruction and operation of  an 

SIS f ac i l ity . 

Eleven , m i t igation measures necessary to 

respond to the envi ronmental consequences a s sociated 

w i th each of  the a l ternat ive s . 

The E I S  preparation and development proce ss 

is  governed by the f ederal regulations e s t a b l i shed by 
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the Counci l  on Environmental Qua l i t y  or CEQ , an agency 

w i thin the executive o f f ice of  the President of  the 

United State s .  I n  addition , the Departme n t  o f  Energy 

has come up with its own guidel i ne s  they fol low in 

the development o f  the D E I S . The Counc i l  on Environ-

mental Qual ity Regulations , a s  wel l  as the DEO guidel ine 

relative to this  proceeding have been previou s l y  marked 

a s  Exhibit I and entered into the record by me as the 

Hearing O f f i c e r .  

T h e  relative CEQ reg ulations require t h a t  

a f ter preparing a Draf t  Envi ronmental Stateme nt 

and before preparing a f inal Environmental 

Statement , a f ederal agency mu s t  f ir s t  obtain the 

comments of  one , any f ederal agency which h a s  j u r i s -

dict ion by l aw or s pe c i a l  experti s e  with respect to 

any environmental impact and two , request the comments 

of appropriate state and local agenc i e s  which develop 

and enforce environme ntal s tandard s ,  three , s o l i c i t  

comments f r o m  I n d i a n  tribe s , a n d  four , sol i c i t  comments 

f rom the public with a particular obl igation to a f f irm-

atively s o l i c i t  comments f rom persons or org a n i za t ions 

who may be i nterested or a ff ected by the proposed 

f ederal dec i s i o n .  

Pub l ic meetings or h e a r i n g s  a r e  held where 

the Department determines " substantial governmental 
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�ont rover9 Y conce r n i ng the proposed action" e x i s t s . 

Accord i ng l y ,  th i s  hearing , as w e l l  as others 

i n  this s e r i e s  are b e ing h e l d  pursuant to these regula-

tions to receive publ i c ,  I n d i a n  t r i b e , a n d  governmen t a l  

comment on v a r ious i s s u e s  i d e n t i f ied i n  the � 

Env ironmental S t a tement . Notice of the s e  pub l ic 

h e a r i n g s  was provided in Federal not i c e s  d a t e d  

F e b r u a r y  1 9 ,  1 9 8 8  a n d  M a r c h  4 ,  1 9 8 8 . Add i t ional publ ic 

notice was p rovided through p ub l i c a t i o n  i n  numerous 

n ew s papers throug hout t h e  S ta te . The Federal 

n o t i ce s ,  t h e  t e x t  o f  the newspaper n o t i c e s  and t h e  

pub l i c a t i o n  d a t e s  o f  each h a v e  been marked as Exh i b i t  

i n  t h i s  proceeding and h a ve b e e n  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  record . 

14 Pub l i c  comments on the D E I S  w i l l  be re-

15 c e i ve d  through t h i s  and subsequent h e a r i ng s  held 

16 i n  Twin F a l l s  a n d  p r i o r  hearings have been h e l d  in B o i s  

17 a s  w e l l  a s  the i n i t i a tion of thi s hearing here i n  

1 8  

1 9  

20 

I d a h o  F a l l s  l as t  F r i day . W r i t t e n  comme n t , which re-

c e i v e s  the s ame weight a n d  cons i d e ra t ion by the 

D e p artment in this proceed i n g 8  may b e  submit ted to me 

21 as Hearing O f f i c e r  th i s  evening or you may m a i l  it to 

22 t h e  Department of Energy in c a r e  of Dr . C l ay Nichol s , 

23 who is the S I S  Pro j e c t  Manager . H i s  addres s ,  i f  you 

� wou l d  l ike i t , i s  ava i l ab l e  a t  the reg i s t ra t i o n  t a b l e  

25  a t  the back o f  the room here . The c l o s e  of comment for 
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t h i s  h e a r i ng or t h i s  proceed ing , actual l y ,  w i l l  be the 

2 1 s t  d a y  o f  Apr i l , 1 9 8 8 ,  to the extent you wish to 

prov i d e  add i t ional w r i t ten comment above and beyond 

what w i l l  be provided ton igh t ,  you mu s t  prov ide i t  to 

the Departme nt by no l ater than Apr i l  2 1 s t .  Oral a n d  

w r i t t e n  comment w i l l  be comp i l ed into a comprehens ive 

record that w i l l  be c o n s i d e re d  by the Department in 

making the f i n a l  d e c i s ion o n  the E n v i r'onmental 

S ta t eme nt . 

The CEQ r e g u l a t ions I ( re a d  through earl i e r ,  

a l s o  requ i r e  that , " C omments on an E n v i ronme n t a l  

S t a tement o r  o n  a proposed a c t io n  s h a l l  be as spec i f i c  

a s  p o s s i b l e  a n d  may a dd r e s s  t h e  adequacy o f  t h e  State-

ment or the merits o f  the a l t e r n a t i v e s  o r  bot h . " 

Accord i ng l y ,  we a sk you keep your comme n t s  

s pe c i f ic a l l y  d i re c t e d  to the i s s u e s  i n  t h e  D EI S .  A1-

though the Departme n t  o f  Energy d e t e rm i n e d  t h a t  certain 

i s su e s , such a s  t h e  n e e d  for the S I S  P r o j ect a r e  beyond 

t h e  s c o pe of t h i s  S I S  procee d i n g ,  I w i l l  a l low comment 

o n  that i s s u e  as w e l l  a s  other i s s u e s  i nd i v i d u a l  

2 1  comme n t e rs f e e l  are r e l e va n t .  However , as H e a r i ng 

22 Of f i ce r ,  I do r e s erve the r ight to a s k  comme nters to 

23 k e e p  t he i r  comments r e l a t ive to the s u b j e c t  matter o f  

24 t h i s  proc e e d i n g  a s  I determine nece s s a r y . 

25 A f t e r  reviewing the record we w i l l  comp i l e  
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at this and subs equent pub l i c  hearing s ,  the Department 

o f  Energy may choose to mod i f y , supplement , or re-

i s s u e  the Draft Envi ronmen t a l  statement p r i o r  to 

i s s u i ng a f i nal E l S .  I t  may a l s o  choo s e  t o  i s s u e  the 

D r a f t  Environmental Statement a s  the final E r s  

without mod i f i c a t i o n .  A record of dec i s ion , w h i c h  w i l l  

i d e n t i f y  t h e  env ironmenta l l y  preferred al ternat i ve 

chosen by the Departme n t ,  a l ong with any practicable 

means to a v o i d  o r  minimize e n v i ronmental harm f rom the 

a l ternative s e l ec ted will also be prepa r e d .  The 

Departme n t ,  a s  a matter o f  federal regu l a t i o n ,  cannot 

proceed with its proposed a c t ion wh ich wi l l  be conta i ned 

i n  the record of d e c i s ion u n t i l  a min imum of 30 days has 

p a s s e d  f rom the date of i s s uance o f  the f i n a l  E I S . 

15 Under current s chedu l e s ,  the Department of Energy intend 

16 to i s s ue a f i nal E I S  and a record of d e c i s ion l a ter t h i s  

1 7  year , tenta t iv e l y  i n  Augu s t . 

18 To govern the conduct of this and subsequent 

19 publ ic hearings i n  t h i s  proceeding , I deve l oped several 

� p rocedures in consu l ta t ion w i th the Department of Energy 

21 as w e l l  as representatives of p u b l i c  interest groups 

n who e i ther have partic i pated in the scoping meetings 

n h e l d  in this proceeding or i n d i c ated a d e s i r e  to parti-

� c ip a te i n  the s e  hearing s . The s e  procedural matters or 

25 procedu res were f i na l i z ed on the 2 4 th day of March and 

8 3  

10 

11 

12 

13 

14  

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

d i s t ributed to i nt e r e s t ed part i e s , along w i th org a n i z a -

t i onal repres entat ive s .  I have prev iou s l y  marked the 

r u l e s  procedu r e s  a s  Exh ibit No. 3 for the record and 

they were i n c l uded i n  the record a s  such . We have a l s o  

marked a n d  i n c l uded i n  t h e  record a s  Exh i b i t  4 a compl e t  

l i s t  o f  a l l  DOE pub l ic i nvolvement a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a ted 

to the deve lopMent of the Draft Environmental 

S tateme n t .  

A t  t h i s p o i n t  I wou l d  b r i e f l y  turn to the 

procedu ral ru l e s  we I l l f o l low at this hear ing . The se 

a re the ru l e s  we have f o l lowed at a l l  the h e a r ings i n  

t h e s e  proceedi ngs . 

Other than my opening stateme nt , there w i l l  

n o t  be a n y  comMe n t s  i n  t h i s  proceed ing made by the 

Department o f  Energy o r  its contract o r s . However , 

s e n i o r  Department of Energy s t a f f  members are here i n  

the f r o n t  r o w  l i s t e n i n g  t o  commen t s  a n d  taking note s . 

Second l y , we have been receiving comments in the 

f o l lowing order , and we w i l l  f o l low the s ame order 

tonight : F i r s t , we will receive comments from elected 

and appoi nted federa l , s tate , and local government 

22 o f f ic i a l s ,  fol lowed by representatives of nationa l , 

23 s ta te , and local organiz ations who are p a r t i c i pa t i ng 

24 in the procee d i n g ,  f o l lowed by memb e r s  of the pu b l i c  

2 5  who have p r e - re g i s t e red to speak p r i o r  to the end o f  
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b u s i n e s s  on March 1 8 , 1 9 8 8 ,  which i s  the c l o s e  - - the 

d ea d l i n e  for pre-reg i s t rat ion . F i na l l y ,  we w i l l  r e c e i ve 

comment f r om members of the pub l i c  who have s i gned u p  

to t e s t i fy a t  t h i s  h e a r i n g  a t  the door , and that 

includes those i n d i v i d u a l s  who s igned up on S a turday . 

Organ i z a t i onal r e p re senta t i ve s  and other 

o f f i c i a l s  have been a l lowed ten minu t e s  f o r  oral 

Ind ividua l s  from the p u b l i c  are a l l owed f i ve minute s .  

I n  order t o  a s s i s t  you i n  keeping track of the point in 

10 t ime you ' re at in your f i ve minutes a l lotted to you , we 

1 1  have a s i g n a l i n g  device here . When four minutes have 

12 e l a p s ed d u r i n g  the p r e s e n t a t ion , I ' l l g i ve you the 

13 g r e e n  l ight . When your time i s  up , I ' l l  g i ve you the 

14 red l ig h t .  W e  a s k  y o u  to k e e p  your comme n t s  within 

15  the t ime f r ame of that outl ine . 

18 In add i t ion to th a t , once a g a i n  we s t r e s s  

1 7  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w r i t t e n  comme nts rece ive the same 

18  t ion i n  the record a s  o r a l  comment s , and so i f  you ' r e 

19 incl ined , we wou l d  be g l a d  to have you subm i t  to me 

20 wri tten comments or to the Department be fore g o i ng home . 

21 We have p o s t e d  a s peaker ' s  l i s t  o u t s i d e  the 

22 room . We will f o l l ow that l i st this e v e n i ng . So that 

n g i ve y o u  a n  approximate idea a s  to where y o u  w i l l  

� s p e a k i ng in t h e  ove r a l l  sc heme o f  t h i n g s  ton i g h t .  

25 As I me ntione d ,  I wi l l  rece i ve comme nt f i r s t  

8 5  

from t h o s e  o f  y o u  w h o  h a v e  p r e - r e g i s tered p r i o r  t o  

March 1 8 t h .  Fol lowing tha t ,  we w i l l  t a k e  comment from 

t ho s e  of you who have s igned at the doo r .  

W e  are encouraging receipt o f  q u e s t ions by 

members o f  the audience . Due to the l i m i t a t ions we 

h ave because of the t ime and due to the l arge number 

of commenters , we ' re not r e s pond i n g  o r a l l y  to q u e s t ions 

you might a s k , but we do have written forms or pre-

p r inted forms ava i l a b l e  a t  the r e g i s t r a t i o n  desk that 

10 we wou l d  ask you to f i l l  out if you have a q u e s t ion . 

1 1  W e  a sk you t o  g i ve your name , your a d d re s s , a n d  w e  w i l l  

12  c o l l e c t  those d o w n  h e r e  or y o u  m a y  l eave them a t  t h e  

13 table i n  the back o f  the room. W r i t ten r e s ponses to 

14 your quest ions w i l l  be provided by �a i l .  A l l  q u e s t i o n s  

15 and answers w i l l  be i n c l u d e d  in the h e a r i n g  record . 

18 I wou l d  l ik e  to p o i n t  out t h i s  is a record 

17 p roceeding . Everyth ing that i s  b e i n g  s a i d  i s  b e i ng 

18 reported by the Court Repo rter down here in the front 

19 o f  the room, so when it comes your t ime to comme nt , we 

W you to s t e p  over to the podium here , speak d i r e c t l y  

21 the microphone and speak prec i s e l y  and c l e a r l y .  We 

22 t h a t  you f i r s t  p r e f a c e  your comments by g i ving us 

n name , as we l l  as your address for the reco r d .  

24 So with t h a t ,  we ' l l  go a h e a d  and b e l i eve 

� comme n tators t h i s  e ve n ing . I f  you h a ve a n y  que s t io n  
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about e i t h e r  the procedures or any o f  the i s s u e s  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i th the D E I S , f e e l  f r e e  to ask me those 

q u e s t i ons d u r i ng the breaks we ' re g o i ng to have o r  ask 

the f o l k s  f rom the Department o f  Energy at the r e g i s tra-

tion tab l e .  

W i t h  tha t ,  we ' l l g o  d i re c t l y  now t o  our 

l i s t  of pre-regis tered speake r s , and our f i r s t  scheduled 

c omme nter i s  M r .  John Ha n s e n ,  a memb e r  o f  the I d aho 

S t a t e  S e n a t e . My unders t a n d i ng is S e nator Hansen i s  

10  s t i l l  i n  Bo i s e  and will not be a b l e  to attend . 

1 1  We i l l  move to the s e cond order , w h i c h  w i l l  

1 2  b e  Lex i e  French . 

13  MS . FRENC H :  M y  na�e i s  Lexie French . 

14 r e s ide at 1 9 7 5  Bremmer Drive , I daho F al l s ,  I daho , 8 3 4 0 2 . 

1. I ' m  a high school E ng l i s h  teacher , and that 

16 means that my �a i n  f i e l d  of exper t i s e  i s  huma n i t i e s . 

17 A c tu a l l y  t r y  to t e a c h  Shakespeare to l 7 -year o l d s , 

16 but even though I do not have a s c i e n t i f i c  background , 

19 f e e l  very s trong l y  mu s t  s peak o u t  about t h e  bene f i t s  

20 s e e  for b r i ng ing the S I S  to I da ho Fa l l s .  

21 have been fortunate to teach i n  Idaho 

22 F a l l s  for t h e  l a s t  11 yea r s , and one t h i n g  t h a t ' s  

23 a l wa ys imp r e s s e d  me about I d aho F a l l s  is the qual ity 

� o f  s tuden t s , t h e  qua l i t y o f  t h e  teacher s ,  and mo s t  

25 impor tant l y ,  the q u a l ity of the parents in the commu n i t y  

8 7  French 

10  

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

l '  

1. 

16  

17 

18 

19 

I n  observing and a n a l y z i n g , I can only feel that t h i s  

q u a l ity s tems d i re c t l y  i n  p a r t ,  i n  a l a r g e  par t ,  f rom 

t h e  INEL . 

We have a l a r g e  group of peop l e  who are 

v ery highly educated and a large group o f  people who 

a re concerned w i t h  the c u t t ing edge o f  technology con-

cerned w i th new i de a s , and concerned w i t h  making sure 

that our schoo l s  are p a r t  o f  g iv i ng these new i de a s  to 

our s tudents . 

The more I read about t h e  S I S ,  the more I 

f ee l  that , a g a i n ,  t h i s  is an opportu n i t y  for I daho F a l l s  

to b r i ng technology here a n d  t o  bene f i t  from t h e  

technolog y .  I s e e  s tudents who w i l l  l i s te n  t o  t h e i r  

p a r e n t s  and w h o  w i l l  be urged to c o n t i n u e  to have a 

s trong educ a t io n a l  background a n d  who w i l l  be urged 

to continu e  to have a higher educati o n ,  and I hope that 

I w i l l  be able to be part o f  this and be able to share 

i n  the educ a t io n  given to them . 

The second reason why I wou l d  l i ke to s e e  

m the S I S  in I daho F a l l s  i s  because of t h e  very nature o f  

I t  i s  controvers i a l . There are q u e s t io n s . There 

n more que s t i o n s  t h a t  have been r a i s e d  about i t ,  but 

n I look at i t ,  I � h ink what better p l ac e  to have a 

� p ro j e c t  t h a n  i n  a c ommu n i t y  where hundreds 

� people a r e  w i l l i ng a nd ready t o  speak o u t  about i t ,  

8 8  French 
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q u e s t ion i t ,  and t a l k  about i t .  

A l s o , where a s t a t e  i s  very concer ned w i th 

e nvironmenta l i s s u e s , wh at be�ter place to have t h i s  

t h a n  where we w i l l  mon i tor i t  a n d  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  

t h e r e  w i l l  be no e n v i ronment a l  h a r m .  Aga i n ,  w e  are a 

commu nity where f r i e n d s  c a n  t a l k  about th i s , f r iends 

c a n  qu e s t io n , f r i e n d s  can d i a l ogue , a n d  even though 

there may not be concensu s ,  there w i l l  always be the 

chance to t a l k  to each othe r .  

Ann i f  I may s a y ,  a s  a teacher , Shakespeare 

has one quot a t i o n  that remi n d s  me very much o f  t h i s  

s it u at i o n .  I t  c o m e s  f rom Ju l ie t t  C a e s a r .  I t  s a y s , 

" There wa s a tide in the a f f a i r s  of men and taken i t s  

e b b  in r e s ponse to v i c tory . "  

I s e e  the oppor tunity for the S I S  to come 

here a s  the ebb of t id e  to have s t ronger technology , 

s t ronger educ a t i o n ,  and i n deed , a s t ronger commu n i t y .  

And I hope t h i s  i s  chosen a s  t h e  p r e f e rred s i t e  so that 

we c a n  l e a d  on to something bette r .  Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Commenter N o . 3 ,  

21 M r .  Larry Hou x ,  H-o-u-x . M r .  Houx? 

22 

23 

24 

(No r e s pons e . )  

THE HEARING OF F I C E R :  Commenter 4 ,  John 

� Stephenson? John S t e phenson? 
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(No r e s po ns e . )  

THE HEARING OF F I C E R :  Commenter No . 5 ,  

E d  Hun t e r .  

M R .  HUN T E R :  My name i s  E d  M .  Hunter , 1 5 2 4  

Johns o n , Idaho F a l l s ,  I daho . 

Mr . Cha irma n ,  members of the pane l , f e l low 

c i t i z e n s  and v i s i t or s .  

I ' m  here today t o  voice my o p i n i o n  because 

I f e e l  that this i s  a very important i s s u e , a n d  I feel 

that th i s  panel needs to hear from a w e l l - b a l a n c e d  

c r o s s  s ec t i o n  o f  t h i s  commun i t y .  

I ' m  3 1  y e a r s  o l d  a n d  have b e e n  a l i f e l ong 

r e s i de n t  a n d  concerned c i t i z e n  of the State o f  I daho . 

P r e s e n t l y  I am emp loyed in the construct ion i nd u s try 

and wou l d  hope to conti nue to be employed there . 

It s e ems that there are res idents of the 

S t a t e  that would not have I daho i n  the l ea d i ng edge o f  

modern technolog y .  I have a l s o  heard f rom part-t ime 

r e s i de n t s  who appare n t l y  have o n l y  their own p e r s o n a l  

i nt e r e s t s  i n  m i nd w h e n  t h e y  try to i n f luence t h e  

inte l l igent , f u l l - t ime res idents o f  t h i s  S t a t e  into n o t  

a c c e p t i ng such a f i ne opportun i t y  for s t a t e  advancement 

a nd growth as the SIS P r o j ec t .  

I a m  concerned about and oppose n u c l e a r  
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warfare , but I f e e l  that the b e s t  deterrent to nuclear 

war i s  a s trong m i l i t a r y  w i th a modern arsenal o f  

q u a l ity h igh tech weapons . 

I truly b e l ieve t h a t  the S I S  P r o j e c t  is a 

good thing for a l l  c i t i zens of the State of Idaho . 

wou l d  l ike to point o u t  j u s t  a few of the numerous good 

p o i n t s  that the S I S  Pro j e c t  h a s . 

current l y  we have a s tockp i l e  of erod i ng 

n u c l e a r  f u e l  that n e e d s  to be recyc l ed . S i nce the S I S  

P r o j ec t  u s e s  l a s e r  technology rather t h a n  nuc l e a r  power , 

w h i c h  i s  how t h i s  j ob i s  be ing d o n e  now , then t h i s  

t a s k  c o u l d  be accomp l i shed i n  a much more e f f ic i e n t  and 

e s p e c i a l l y  s a f e  mann e r ,  thus reducing the output of 

n u c l e a r  was tes . 

With the l as e r  technology that wi l l  be u s ed 

in the S I S  Pro j ect , t h e r e  is seemingly endl e s s  pos s i b i l i  

t i e s  f o r  future us e .  The p o s s i b i l i t i e s  that e x i s t  f o r  

f u ture u s e  a l o n e  s h o u l d  e n d  a l l  d e b a t e  and a l low t h e  

S I S  P r o j e c t  to s ta r t  immed i a te l y . 

wonder how many people h e r e  today are 

21 f ami l ia r  w i t h  the PBF f a c i l ity on the S i t e ?  For t h o s e  

n o f  you who are not , i t  is one o f  thos e  s o - c a l l e d  

n d e ath-rendering nuc l e a r  reactor s . But now a f t e r  many 

� y e a r s  of s a f e  and succe s s f u l  opera t i o n ,  our f ine 

� e n g ineers and doctors have found a way to turn t h a t  

9 1  Hunter 

reactor into a machine that may be used to treat a form 

of b r a i n  c a n c e r  that c o u l d  not be treated by s u r g ery . 

f i nd the pos s i b i l i t y  of S I S  s p i no f f  p ro j e c t s  l ike t h i s  

v e r y  exc i t i n g . T h e  S I S  l a s e r  m a y  some d a y  b e  u s ed t o  

t re a t  a n y  number o f  c u r r e n t l y  untreatab l e  d i s e a s e s  t h a t  

p l a g u e  mankind . A n d  i f  some d a y  o n e  o f  us should ever 

need some o f  th i s  s pe c i a l i z ed treatme n t , I wou l d  hope 

that the l a s e r  has been i n  operat ion for a number o f  

years t o  prove i t s  r e l i a b i l i t y  a n d  wort h i ne s s  f o r  hUman 

10 u s e .  W e  have n o  idea how many bene f i t s  t o  mankind t h i s  

" Pro j ec t  can produce , so l e t ' s  not s h u t  it down j u s t  

12 becau s e  some o f  t h e  peo p l e  d on ' t  l ike only one o f  i t s  

1 3  f un c t ions . There a r e  f a r  t o o  many p o s s ibi l i ti e s  f o r  

1 4  g o o d  t h a t  mu s t  b e  considered . 

15 One of the b e s t  p o i n t s  to c o n s i d e r  in the 

,. S I S  Pro j ec t  is that the l a s e r  can be in one b u i l d i ng 

17  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  pro j ec t s  i n  other b u i l d ings , t h u s  a l lowin 

18 e a s y  and s a f e  expans ion w h i l e  u s i ng the same l a s er for 

19 all o f  the proj e c t s . Once t h i s  f u e l  is proc es s ed , then 

� w i l l  have a wor k i n g  l a s er f a c i l i t y  that can be u s e d  

21 develop a n d  produce coun t l e s s  bene f i t s  for mank i n d .  

22 Man k i nd is e i ther progres s i ng or reg r e s s ing . 

n about t h a t  f or a minute . I ca n ' t  t e l l  if the 

� to this Pro j ec t  want us to regress all the way 

� the s tone age or o n l y  a s  f a r  a s  the ' 6 0 ' s .  Some othe 
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1 . 1  

'0  

" 

'2  

s peakers have quoted P r e s ident E i s enhower . I ' m g l a d  

t h a t  he had the f o r e s i g h t  to m a k e  many o f  the g r e a t  

d ec i s ions t h a t  he d id t h a t  h e l p e d  i n  t h e  progr e s s io n  

r a t h e r  than reg r e s s ion o f  mank i n d .  

Sometimes w e  as i nd i v i d u a l s  need to p u t  our 

own personal f ee l i ng s  a s i d e  and v i ew certain s i tuat ions 

as what w i l l  be best for the a r e a  or the nation a s  a 

who l e .  As a p h i l o sopher once s a i d , " The needs of the 

many outwe igh the needs o f  the f ew . "  It i s  easy to be 

s e l f i s h  a n d  think 'of only our s e l v e s ,  but it i s  very 

rewardi ng when we can help our neighbors and f e l low 

mank ind to accompl i s h  t h i n g s  wh ich are a l i t t l e  i n-

13 conven i e n t  to us at the pre s e n t , but w i l l  ben e f i t  many 

14 others in the f u tu r e .  

'5  Let ' s  k e e p  modern tech,no logy , future benef i 

16 a s  w e l l  a s  j obs in m i n d  when we c o n s i d e r  t h i s  very 

17 important i s sue . The S I S  P r o j e c t  is a good thing for 

'8 I daho . 

'9 I would l ike to thank the panel and the 

m audience for l e tting me t a k e  a f ew minutes of your t ime , 

21 so that I may go on pub l i c  record a s  one of the many 

n who i s  in s upport of the S I S  Pro j ect . 

n S i nce the red l ig h t  i s n ' t  on y e t , I wou l d  

� l ik e  to take j u s t  a minute a n d  talk , addres s t h e  

2 5  opponent s .  
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1 5 03  

You were g i v en t h e  p r i v i l e g e  t o  come here 

today to publ i c l y  voice your o p i n ion . You ' d  better hope 

that we do not need a n y  p l utonium that the S I S  P ro j e c t  

c o u l d  recyc l e ,  becau se i f  we do and t h e  f u e l  i s  n o t  

availabl e , t h i s  m a y  be y o u r  l a s t  chance t o  p u b l i c l y  

s peak o u t  i n  prote s t  o f  o u r  governme n t .  You r new l e ader 

may not be a s  l e n i e n t . Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFF IC E R :  Exh i b i t  7 1 7  w i l l  be 

the writte n commen t s  of commen t e r  Ed Hunte r ,  I daho 

The next comme n te r ,  Order No . 6 is John 

Tanner . 

M R .  TANN E R :  M y  name i s  John Tanne r .  

l ive i n  I daho F a l l s .  I work a t  the INEL , 

There is no need to t e l l  East ern I dahoans 

that the INEL can handle l ar g e  quant i t i e s  o f  h i g h l y  

radioactive m a t e r i a l  s a f e l y . For 30 y e a r s  we have 

reprocessed uranium nuclear fuel without contaminating 

the environment or harming o u r s e l ve s . The S I S  Pro j ect 

will be much s impler i n  this regar d ,  because there w i l l  

b e  only two r a d i o a c t i v e  e le m e n t s  i n s tead o f  d o z e ns , 

a n d  ove r a l l  radioactivity w i l l  be orders of magnitude 

l es s .  

For 4 0  y e a r s  p l u tonium h a s  been transported 

o n  our nation ' s  h i g hways between the p l a c e s  t h a t  make 

i t  and the p l a c e s  that u s e  i t  without spread i ng any 
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contam i n a t ion . A change of roots w i l l  make no 

The i n i t i a l  purpose of S I S  is to enable u s  

to produce weapons g r a d e  pluton ium a f te r  t h e  reactors 

at Hanford and S a vannah River have reached the end of 

t h e i r  u s e f u l  l ives , a time which i s  only a few years 

away _ The Ru s s i a n s  w i l l  cont inue to have a l a rge produc 

t io n  c a p a b i l ity for weapons grade p l utonium by means of 

t h e i r  we l l -known graphite reactors , wh ich a l s o  produce 

about f i ve p e rcent o f  the i r  e l e c tric i t y . It is o n l y  

p r u d e n t  that w e  a l so m a i n t a i n  such a capabi l i t y ,  wh ether 

i t  i s  needed a t  any g i ven moment o r  not . 

Because S I S  w i l l  produce a h igher q u a l ity 

p l uton ium than i s  p roduced i n  a reactor , other u s e s  a r e  

f ores een . We could remove the unwanted p l uton ium 

15 i s o topes , which account for most o f  the radioactivity , 

18 f rom our entire stock p i l e  of weapons grade p l utonium , 

17 t h u s  m a k e  future handl ing e a s i e r  and s a f e r .  A 

18 s u f f i c i e n t l y  pure P l utonium 2 3 9  might a l so s e rve as a 

19 subs t i tute f o r  Uran ium 2 3 5  in sma l l  nuc l e a r  weapons . 

20 But in a l l  of th i s ,  our g o a l  must be to 

� the nuc l e a r  arms ra c e ,  God w i l l i ng ,  not to w i n  i t . 

3 . 4  22 The l a tter o b j e c t i v e , pursued by both s i des , can only 

23 to d i s a ster , j u s t  as an uncontrol l ed arms race 

24 on World Wa r I .  

25 O f  cour s e ,  we must negot i a t e  f rom s treng t h .  

9 5  Tanner 

10 

11  

12 
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D o i n g  that produced the I NF Agreement to d i s c ard i nter-

mediate range m i s s i l e s  on both s i d e s . S imi l a r l y ,  the 

START negotiations a im to dra s t i c a l l y  reduce strategic 

m i s s i les . We mu st l e t  our repre senta tive s k now that we 

support these ef f o r t s , for there a re tho s e  who oppose 

them . 

And why not a nuclear t e s t  b a n ?  Arguments 

that it would be unve r i f i a b l e  a r e  rap i d l y  b e i ng l a i d 

to rest by geophys i c a l  t e s t s  and a n a l y s es . But some 

say we need to mode r n i z e  our f o rc e s . Don ' t  the Ru s s i a n s  

h a v e  a n y  tempting wea po n s  improvements to f o r eg o ?  Other 

s ay we would lose conf idence i n  the rel i a b i l i ty o f  our 

weapons . Wouldn ' t  the Ru s s i a n s  have the s ame probl em? 

Can we hold our own with them i n  this k i nd o f  qua l i ty 

15 a s surance c o n t e s t ?  And wh a t  a b l e s s i ng i f  both s ides 

1 6  l o s t  confidence i n  the i r  weapons . It wou l d  s u r e l y  

1 7  inhibit t h e i r  u s e  in the f ir s t  s t r ik e .  

18 We each have some i n f l uence with our 

19 repres enta t iv e s . We ca nnot comp l a c e n t l y  s a y  t h a  

� have no mor a l  o b l i g a t ions beyond carry i ng out 

21 po l i cy . As c i t i z e n s , we do n ' t  take that 

n in other matte r s . As we proceed w i th S I S ,  let 

n a l so s a y  someth ing about haw a I I  th i s  i s  u s e d .  Thank 

24 

25 THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  Exh i b i t  7 1 8  w i l l  be t h  
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written comments o f  John Tanner o f  Idaho Fa l l s .  

Johnson? 

We move to Order No . 7 ,  Christ Lempke . 

(No res ponse . )  

THE H EARING O F F I C E R :  O r d e r  No . 8 ,  K e n  

( No response . )  

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  Order N o . 9 ,  B r i a n  

10  Hammond . 

1 1  

12 
( No response .. ) 

13 T H E  HEARING OFF I C E R :  O r d e r  N o .  1 0 ,  Tom 

14 Strel t i n g  .. 

15 M R .  WEIKE R :  M y  name i s  Grant We i k e r ,  a nd 

18  my a d d res s i s  Box 4 2 0 3 ,  He l e n a , Montan , 5 9 6 0 4 .  1 ' m a 

17 s easonal emp l oyee of the U . S .  Forest Service , a former 

18 r e s i dent o f  Idaho , having l i ved in Mo scow, Oro f i no ,  

19 Poca t e l l o  a nd Driggs f o r  a total o f  seven years . 

20 I ' m  opposed to the S I S  for numerous reasons . 

21 F i r s t ,  the S I S  w i l l  ref ine pl utonium f o r  u s e  in n u c l e a r  

22  weapons . T h e  U . S .  a l ready h a s  an e s t imated 2 5 , 0 0 0  

23 nuclear weapon s .  There is no need for more pl utonium . 

24 Second , pl utonium i s  one of the most toxic mate r i a l s  i n  

� e x i s t e n c e ,  and i t  rema i n s  radioactive for 2 4 , 0 0 0  y e a r s . 

9 7  We iker 
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Moreove r ,  the i s sue o f  w a s t e  d i s posal , which i n  my 

o p i n i o n  is a Pandora ' s  box of the nuclear weapons produc 

tion proc e s s .  Quoting f rom Ean Von Leona r d ,  a l ic e n s e d  

c h e m i c a l  eng ineer i n  the S t a te o f  I d a ho for the l a s t  

1 3  years , " The naked e f f e c t s  o f  DOE ' s  wa s t e  han d l i ng 

record c a nnot be o v e r s t a te d .  Even i f  the S I S  c o u l d  

p e r f o rm adequat e l y ,  the deve lopment o f  wea po n s  r e l a t e d  

prod u c t io n  s c a l e  f a c i l i t i e s  on the Snake Ri ver Aqu i f e r  

c ou l d  have s e r i o u s  adve r s e  impac t s . "  

Almost a l l  o f  DOE ' s  plu tonium prod u c t i o n  and 

p roce s s ing fa c i l i ti e s  have s u f f e re d  great controve r s i e s  

regard i ng the i r  adequacy i n  hand l i ng ha zards ma te r i a l s .  

The notor i ety o f  s u c h  p r o j e c t s  a s  the N Reacto r ,  Kerr 

McG ee , a nd Rocky Flats have caused great concern to 

t h e i r  n e ighbors . A notab l e  acc i d e n t ,  m i s h a nd l i ng 

mater i a l s ,  or t h e  i na b i l i ty to prope r l y  d i spose o f  

human w a s te , whe t he r or n o t  t h e y  p o l l ute the a qu i f e r , 

c ou l d  have a d e v a s t a t i n g  e f f e c t  on I d a ho ' s  a b i l i ty to 

market f oo d  products grown with water known to be 

p l u tonium contami n a t e d .  

A l ready I N E L  h a s  i n j ected p l utonium i nto 

our aqu i f e r ,  a n d  there are rumors o f  buried waste a t  

I N EL that a re da ngerous even t o  a s sa i l ,  l e t  a l o n e  

e x c a v a t e  and c a p s u l a t e .  

I n  c l o s i ng ,  I wou l d  l ik e  to quote p a r t  o f  

9 8  Weiker 
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an a r t i c l e  written by Don Snow i n  Northern 

z in e  o f  Sept embe r-October , 1 9 8 7 : 

" Nu c l e a r  weapon p l a nt s ,  no matter what 

parts o f  the warhead they make , o f fer more than j u s t  a 

f ew thousand secure j ob s . People who choose to make 

thermonu c l e a r  weapons are , i n  a sense , choo s i ng the 

f u tu re of the wo r l d . They are choos ing the legacy and 

i nheri tance o f  their c h i l d re n ,  their grandch i l d r e n ,  

and the g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  peo p l e  w h o  w i l l  l ive with 

that w i l l  l a s t  longer than a span of t ime s i nce the l a s t  

i c e  age . We sterners c l a im to be the true h e i r s  o f  

J e f f e r s on . W e  c l a im to u p h o l d  t h e  ideals o f  loc a l  

s e l f - r e l iance , p r i d e  o f  owner s h i p ,  and husbandry o f  o u r  

l and . We o p p o s e  t h e  intrus ion o f  big government i n to 

15 our l ives , and we love the d i s t a n c e s  that separate u s  

18 f rom our ne i g h bor s .  I n  those d i s t ances l i e  the 

1 7  s t rengths , comp a s s i o n , a n d  res i l iency . In those 

18  a l s o  l ie the s i los o f  mutua l a n n i h i l ation which we d o  

19 our best to ignore . The nuclear i n f r a structure is so 

� comp l icated it overwhelms u s .  I t  does not bear the 

21 s crutiny of the average vo t e r ,  because that voter can 

n scarcely comprehend which p i e c e  is s i g n i f icant and which 

23 p iece i s  not . E i s enhowe r ,  a m i l i tary man , told us some-

� t hing we continue to ignore : 

2S " Democracy and nuclear weapons don ' t  mix . ft  

9 9  We iker 
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I t ' s  easy to nod our head i n  b e l i e f  that s p e n d ing a 

h a l f  a m i l l ion d o l l a r s  a m i nute makes us secure . I t ' s  

h ard to understand where a l l  that money goes and why i t  

g o e s  there and where it m i g h t  go i n s t e a d . Perhaps the 

S o v i e t  c i t i z ens u n d e r s t a n d  better than us that it 

u l t imately goes toward the d e s truct ion o f  international 

economy . Those who have refused and d i sobeyed nuclear 

p o l icy , i n  e f f e c t , have c h a l lenged both governme n t s , 

becau s e  they have c h a l l enged the conc e p t  of n u c l e a r  

a n n ih i lat ion . T h e y  h a v e  a l s o  c h a l lenged the nuclear 

i n f r a s t ructure and all it imp l ie s .  Secrecy , pork barrel 

p o l i t i c s , u n i ve r s ity r e s e arch d i rected towards i nter-

n a t ional a n n ih i l a t ion , the sup remacy o f  technology over 

human i ty and humi l i ty , and the f a i lu r e  to approach 

i nt e r n a t i o n a l  problems through d i p lomacy rather than 

v io l ence and threats o f  violence . For t h e i r  e f fo r t s , 

t he s e  p e o p l e  are o f t e n  c a l l e d  u g l y  name s . Yet , i f  the 

West s t i l l  h a s  true Western e r s , these are the on e s .  

The West i s  now the reg ion l e a d i n g  the arms race . The 

� cho ice o f  the wor l d  is ours . "  Thank you . 

21 THE HEARING OFF I C E R : Commenter No . 1 1 ,  

22 Ru s s  Squ i re s . Ru s s  Squ i r e s ?  

23 

24 

25 

(No r e s po ns e . )  

THE HEARING O F F I C E R ;  Order No . 1 2 ,  Dav i d  
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schol e s ?  David Sc hol e s ?  

Lock e .  

( No r e s pons e . )  

T H E  HEARING O F F I C E R :  J o h n  Locke ?  John 

( No r e s pons e . )  

THE HEARING OF F I C E R :  No . 1 4 ,  Jame s L .  

Watter s ,  Jame s L .  watte r s ?  

( No r e s pon se . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R ;  F i f teen , S h awn A .  

S a f ford , S h a w n  A .  S a f ford ? 

( No r e s ponse . )  

THE HEARING OF F I C E R :  No . 1 6 ,  Larry Thorn e ?  

17  Larry Thorne? 

16 

( No r e s pon se . )  
19 

20 THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  N o .  1 7 ,  M r .  Scott 

21 Reed? Scott Reed ?  

22 

23 

24 

25 

( No r e s pons e . )  

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  N o .  1 8 ,  Mr . Gary Park? 

M R .  PARK : Mr . C h a i rm a n ,  my name i s  Gary 

1 0 1  Park 
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Park . I r e s i d e  at 2 2 0 2  South B e l l in Road , I daho Fal l s ,  

I d aho . 

l if e .  

I have l ived i n  Sou t h e a s t e r n  Idaho a l l  my 

was born h e r e . never l ef t .  I wou l d  l ik e  to 

add I have been a f f i l i at e d  with pro j ec t s  at every area 

o f  the INEL for the pa s t  1 9  y e a r s . At this t ime I ' d  

l ike to s a y  I who l e h e a r t e d l y  s u pport the S I S  Pro j e c t  

b e i ng s i ted here . am compl e t e l y  com f o r tab l e  w i th i t ;  

I f ee l  safe w i t h  i t ;  and , I f ee l  probably s a f e r  w i t h  

the opera t ions out a t  the l NEL than I d o  m a n y  others 

that we l ive w i t h  every d a y . 

I wou l d  l ike to t a l k  h e r e  a m i nu t e  abou t 

two or three i t em s  which h ave been brought up by 

opponents of the pro j ec t , and s ta t e  my v i ew s .  

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  m a t e r i a l  h a n d l ing and personal 

s a f e t y .  bel ieve t h e s e  p o l i c i e s  at t h e  lNEL s h o u l d  

s peak f o r  thems e l v e s . M o r e  d e t a i led and c a r e f u l l y  

thought o u t  s a f e ty p o l i c i e s  e x i s t  i n  t h e  nu c l e a r  i n -

d u s try today t h a n  i n  any o t he r .  They are cont i n u a l l y  

upgraded , cont i nu a l l y  approved . S a f e ty is one of t h e  

h ig h e s t  prior i t i e s  o f  the l NEL and the nuclear i ndus try . 

l I d  l ik e  you to p l e a s e  ask your s e l f  how 

many i n j u r i e s  occur e ach year i n  the nuclear i n d u s t r y ?  

24  T h e n  compare that with others s uc h  as the c h em i c a l  

25 i nd u s t r y ,  m i n ing indu s tr y ,  lumber , a g r i c u l t ur e ,  travel 

1 0 2  P a rk 
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and tour i s m .  I ' d l ike to Bubmit there is n o  comp a r i s o n .  

I wou l d  a l s o  l ike to add t h e re i s  probably m o r e  i n j u r i e s  

o r  h ave b e e n  more i n j u r i e s  i n  the s k i  h i l l s  at S u n  

Va l l ey a n d  o t h e r  s k i  a reas around t h a n  t h e r e  h a v e  been 

at the I NEL i n  the past 20 yea r s . 

Regarding s t a t ements that we a l ready have 

too much p l uton ium , I b e l i eve that needs to be c l a r i f ied 

t h a t  s t a t e  that plutonium i s  i n .  There i s  a great 

amount o f  i t  that is unusable i n  the s tate it now e x i s t s  

It requires to be r e f i n e d ,  reproce s s e d , to make it a 

u se f ul prod uc t .  That is exactly what the S I S  Proj ect 

has proposed to do , i s  d e s i gned to d o .  I t  w i l l  employ 

t h e  mos t up-to-date technol ogy to p e r f o rm th i s  re-

proce s s i n g  e f f i c i e n t l y  and s a f e l y .  Th i s  technology is 

a l s o  not l imited only to p l u t o n i um .  I t  c a n  b e  appl ied 

to various o t h e r  prod u c t s  and mater i a l s .  I t  i s  a new 

t h i n g  to t h e  indus try , and i t  can be a p p l i e d  i n  various 

a re a s . 

I t  h a s  been s a i d  that Ea s te r n  Idaho does 

not need t h e  SIS Pro j e c t ,  yet a l most everyone e n j oy s  

t h e  I daho l i f e s ty l e .  W i th v e r y  f e w  except i o n s , I t h i n k  

e v e rybody l ikes t h i s  l i f estyl e .  I suggest that t h i s  

l i f e s t y l e  prob a b l y  woul d n t t  e x i s t  a s  you n o w  see i t  i f  

we d id n ' t  have s u c h  pro j ec t s  as t h e  INEL a n d  t h e  S I S  

P r o j e c t  a n d  o t h e r  pro j e c t s  o f  t h a t  type . They have 

1 0 3  P a rk 

added greatly to the l i f es t y l e  here , a n d  they are a 

f i ne contr ibut ion . 

The Eastern Idaho economy n e e d s  t h i s  

E a s t e rn Idaho res idents needs t h i s  P r o j e c t  and I d a ho 

n e e d s  this Pro j e c t . 

It is o f t e n  s a i d  t h a t  ten percent of the 

p eople in issues such a s  t h i s  generate 90 p e r c e n t  of 

the n o is e .  I bel ieve that t h e  v i ew o f  t h e  rema i n ing 

90 percent o f  the people who a re norm'a l l y  s i l e n t , in 

10 this case are s ta rt i n g  to be h e a rd . They ' re s t a r t i n g  

1 1  t o  speak u p ,  a n d  I bel ieve they a r e  b e g i n n i ng to b e  

1 2  heard i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  overwhe l m i ng s u p p o r t  for t h i s  

1 3  P r o j e c t ,  t h e  S I S  Idaho . 

I. Let ' s  l e t  I d a h o  r e s i d e n t s  d e c i d e  on Idaho 

15 i s s u e s  and Idaho p ro j e c t s .  Let ' s  let Ame r i c a  be Ame r ica . 

16 Thank you .  

1 7  THE HEARING OFFICER : Exh i b i t  7 1 9  for the 

18 h e a r� ng record w i l l  be the written commen t s  of Gary 

19 Park of Idaho F a l l s ,  Idaho . 

20 We move to Comme n t e r  No . 1 9 ,  F l orence Malm-

21 F l orence Malmborg ? 

22 

23 

2. 

25 

( No r e s pon se . )  

THE HEARING OFFICER ; Edson F i c h te r ?  

( NO respon s e . )  
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THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  Jean E l l e 7  

( No response . )  

THE HEARING O F F I C E R ;  No . 2 2 , W i l l iam J .  

D a l t o n ?  W i l l iam J .  D a l t o n ?  

( No r e s pons e . )  

THE HEARING OF F I C E R :  Comme nter N o .  2 3 ,  

Mr . Re e s e  W .  Burk e ,  Ree s e  W .  Burk e ?  

1 0  

1 1  
( No r e s pons e . )  

12 THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  No . 2 4 ,  Ga ry 

13 F l e i s chma n n ,  Gary F l e i s chma n n ?  

1 4  

( No r e s pons e . )  
15  

16 T H E  HEARING OF F I C E R ;  No. 2 5 ,  D a n a  O l s o n ,  

17 D a n a  O l s o n ?  

16 

( N o  r e s pon s e . )  
19 

20 THE HEARING OFFICE R :  N o .  2 6 ,  B l a i r  J .  

21 C a r l s o n ,  B l a i r  J. C a r l s o n ?  

22 
( No res ponse . )  

23 

24 THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  N o .  2 7 , John E l l e .  

25 B e a t r i c e ?  
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M S .  BRAI LS FORD : John E l l e  a sk e d  t h a t  I 

r e a d  h i s  t e s t imony for h i m .  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R ;  Y o u  may do s o .  T h e  

w r i t t e n  t e s t imony o f  J o h n  E l l e .  

your name . 

MS . BRAI LSFORD : Do you need my name ? 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  G o  a h e ad a n d  g i v e  u s  

MS . BRA I LSFORD : I am Beatrice B r a i l s f o rd , 

f rom 9 1 2  S ha l e ,  Pocate l l o ,  I d a h o ,  and I am r e a d i ng the 

t e s timony o f  John E l l e , 1 4 4 0  E a s t  Ridge , Poc a t e l l o ,  8 3 2 0  

n My name i s  John E l l e , a n d  I l i ve a t  1 4 4 0  

E a s t  Ridg e ,  Poc a te l l o ,  Idaho . I was born a n d  r a i s e d  i n  

Pocate l l o ,  h a v i ng l i ved there a l l  3 3  y e a r s  o f  m y  l i f e  • 

" I  f e e l  there are three m a i n  i s s u e s  t h a t  

need to b e  addre s s e d  a t  t h e s e  h e a r i ng s .  T h e s e  i s s u e s  

a re : 

" N o . 1 ,  need f o r  the S I S ,  two , economic 

impa c t s ,  three , envi ronme n t a l  impact s . 

" By f a r , the l a r g e s t  i s s u e  conc e r n i n g  t h i s  

D E I S  is t h a t  o f  the need f o r  t h e  S I S  Proj e c t . C o i n c i -

d enta l l y ,  t h e  Depa rtme n t  o f  E n e r g y  c l a ims t h a t  need i s  

n not an i s sue in t h i s  D E I S .  I n  a n  Idaho S t a t e  

n o f  March 1 7 ,  1 9 8 8 ,  on the f ro n t  page o f  t h e  

� reg i o na l s e c t i o n ,  M r .  Don O f t e , �anager of t h e  

� c l a ims that the s h u tdown of the N Reactor a t  

1 0 6  Bra i l s ford 
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H a n f o r d , Wa sh ingto n ,  s t r e s s e s  the need for b u i l d ing the 

S I S . 

" I n  another a r t i c l e  in that same s e c t ion o f  

the pape r ,  E n e r g y  S ecretary J o h n  H e r r i ng to n  s a i d  the 

d e c i s ion to mothba l l  the N Re actor was ba s ed on a secret 

Department o f  D e f e n s e  review o f  the n a t i o n ' s  f u ture nee 

for p l u t o n i u m .  Herring ton a l s o  s a i d  t h e  demands f o r  

p l u to n i um c o u l d  be met by three r e a c t o r s  at t h e  S a va n na 

R i ver P l a n t  near Aiken , South Carol i na , a nd through 

p l u t o n i um recovery f rom nuc l e a r  weapons r e t i re d  a s  a 

r e s u l t  of the recent U . S . - Soviet trea t y .  I t  seems o d d  

to me t h a t  the h e a d  o f  the Department o f  Energy i s  

c la i m i ng we h a v e  enough p l u tonium for f u t u r e  need s ,  

w h i l e  h is subor d i n a t e  c l a ims the S I S  i s  needed becau s e  

we n e e d  more p l u to n i um prod u c t i o n  capa c i ty .  

" I f  the upcoming S TART t a l k s  w i t h  the Sovie 

U n io n  l ea d  to the reduction o f  more n u c l e a r  warheads in 

our a r s e na l , there will be even less need for the 

p l u t o n i um than there is now , and the SIS Project w i l l  

b e  j u s t  a nother government make work p r o j e c t  w h i c h  does 

not produce a saleable pro j e c t . 

R Th e  s econd i s s u e  in t h i s  DEIS wh i c h  needs 

addres s i ng is that o f  the economic imp a c t s  o f  the S I S .  

� Wh i l e  it i s  true there w i l l  be some j ob s  created as a 

25 r e s u l t  of t h i s  Pro j ect , I b e l i eve that c l a ims t h e  DOE 

1 0 7  B r a i l s ford 

10  

1 1  
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and s u pporters o f  the S I S  have been g r e a t l y  exaggerate d .  
I r e c e n t l y  a t t ended a n  S I S  forum at Idaho S t ate 5 . 2 7 . 1 2 . 8  s ponsored by ISU b u s i n e s s  and p h y s i c s  s ta f f . These 
people opened the d i s c u s s ion by s ta t i ng that i n  the 
pa s t ,  Idaho compa n i e s  have not even been able to s e l l  
toi l et paper a nd K l e enex to t h e  INEL . A f t e r  poi n t i ng 
out the need for repl acement parts in the AVL I S  proce s s , 
t h e s e  same peop l e  sugge s t  that I daho compa n i e s  c a n  get 
a s h a r e  o f  the �arket for s up p l y i n g  these part s . The 
compan i e s  cu rrent l y  s up p l y i ng t h e s e  repla cement p a r t s  
for t h e  p r o t o t y p e s  b e i ng d e ve l oped a t  Lawrence L iv e r -
m o r e  have a l ready developed the proc e s s e s  and b u i l t  
t h e  mach i nery required t o  s u p p l y  these parts . F u r ther-
mor e ,  t h e s e  compa n i e s  have devel oped work i ng r e l a t ion-
s h i ps with the pro j e c t  e ng i n e e r s  and purchas ing agents 
who wi l l  b e  r e s po n s i b l e  for o r d e r i ng these par t s .  

" To sugge s t  that I d aho compa n i e s , w h i c h  may 
not even ex i s t  y e t ,  wi l l  be a b l e  to compete for 
to s up p l y  t h e s e  p a r t s  is r i d i c u l ou s . 

" I  c a n  u n d e r s ta nd why pol i t i c i a n s  f e e l  they 
mu s t  support a P r o j e c t  l ike th i s .  After a l l ,  what 
pol i t i c i a n  running for r e - e l e c t i o n  wou l d  speak o u t  
a g a i n s t  a governme n t  pro j ect wh ich w i l l  c r e a t e  j obs , 
however f ew ?  What c a n ' t  understand is why everyone 
e l s e  would b l i n d l y  j ump on the band wagon and preach a 

1 0 8  Bra i l s ford 
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and supporters of the SIS have been greatly exaggerated.
I recently attended an SIS forum at Idaho State 5.27.12.8jversi ysponsored by ISU business and physics staff. Thesen
people opened the discussion by stating that in the
past, Idaho companies have not even been able to sell
toilet paper and Kleenex to the INEL. After pointing
ut the need for replacement parts in the AVLIS process,

these same people suggest that Idaho companies can get
a share of the market for supplying these parts. The
companies currently supplying these replacement parts
for the prototypes being developed at Lawrence Liver-
more have already developed the processes and built
the machinery required to supply these parts. Further-
more, these companies have developed working relation-
ships with the project engineers and purchasing agents
who will be responsible for ordering these parts.

"To suggest that Idaho companies, which may
not even exist yet, will be able to compete for

contracto supply these parts is ridiculous.

"I can understand why politicians feel they
IN must support a Project like this. After all, what

politician running for re-election would speak out
against a government project which will create jobs,
however few? What can't understand is why everyone
else would blindly tuilp on the band wagon and preach a

2
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10 

ch icken i n  every pot if the SIS comes to town . I daho 

Fa i l s  has the lowe s t  unemployment rate in the . State . 

the S I S  is b u i l t  at the INEL , 8 0  percent of the local 

j o b s  created w i l l  go to workers i n  I daho Fa l l s .  I s  

that k i nd o f  economic bene f i t  j u s t i f i e d  b y  s p e n d i ng a 

b i l l ion dol l a r s  of everyone e l s e ' s  tax money? I t h i nk 

not . 

" The t h i r d  i s s u e  I wou l d  l ik e  to address 

perta i n i n g  to t h i s  n E l S  i s  that o f  the environmental 

impa c t s  o f  the SIS p r o j e c t .  I h e a r  a l l  o f  the s e  c l a ims 

1 1  about the s a f e t y  record at the INEL b e i ng so good , but 

12 f urther examination of the record wou l d  indicate other-

13 w i s e . For yea rs , the INEL h a s  been i n j e c t i ng low l evel 

14  nuc l e a r  waste , as we l l  a s  other tox i c  wa s t e s , into the 

15 Snake River P l a i n  Aqu i f e r . L a s t  yea r ,  mon i to r i ng we l l s  

1 6  at the S i t e  i nd i c a t e d  the s e  w a s t e s  were m i g r a t i ng o f f  

1 7  s i te and i n t o  the aqu i f e r .  S i nce the n ,  t h e  u s e  o f  

1 8  i n j e c t ion wel l s  h a s  s u ppos e d l y  been d i s cont inued at 

19 INEL . 

20 � I n an I daho S t a te Journal a r t i c l e  of March , 

21 1 9 8 8 , a spokesman for the Department of Energy s a i d  that 

n the INEL c ou l d  be added to the national EPA s u p e r f u n d  

n l i st o f  h a z a r dous waste s i te s .  EPA ' s  Resource Recovery 

� and Conserva t i on Act comp l i ance o f f i c e r  in S e a t t l e  s a i d  

� that h a z a rdous wa s t e s  have been r e l e a s e d  i n to the Snake 

1 0 9  B r a i l s ford 
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River Aqu i fer . He s a i d  the w a s t e s  i n c l u de t r i c h l oro-

ethy l e n e ,  chrom i u m ,  carbon tetrachlor i d e , t r i t ium , a 

low- level n u c l e a r  wa s te , a n d  mercury _ I f  the I N EL ' s  

environmental record i s  s o  good , why are there s o  many 

INEL poll utants i n  the Snake R i v e r  Aqu i fe r ?  

" L e t ' s  j u s t  s a y  no t o  the S I S . "  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  E x h i b i t  7 2 0  f o r  the 

hearing w i l l  be the written comments o f  John E l l e ,  

Pocat e l l o ,  Idaho . 

Lawrence? 

Commenter No . 2 8 , Bob Lawrence , Bob 

( No r e s ponse . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Comme nter No . 2 9 ,  

Jack Anderso n ,  Jack And e r s o n ?  

( No r e spon s e . )  

THE HEARING OF F I C E R :  Comme nter No . 3 0 ,  

George Felke r ,  George Felker ? 

( N o  r e sponse . )  

THE HEARING OF F I C E R :  Comme nter 3 1 , 

D r .  Re i d  And e r s o n ,  Dr . Re i d  Anderson? 

( No respon se . )  

1 1 0  B r a i l s ford 
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THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Commenter No . 3 2 ,  

R .  J .  Swans on , R .  J .  Swan s o n ?  

( No r e s pons e . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R : Commenter No . 3 3 ,  

N a d i n e  Jerg i n s , N a d i n e  Jerg i n s ?  

( No r e s pons e . ) 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Comme nter N o .  3 4 ,  

Homer Biggers . 

M R .  B I GGERS : My name is Homer Bigg e r s , I 

l ive i n  I daho Fa l l s , Idaho . notice some of you have 

a few g r a y  h a i r s , so maybe you can remember w i th me the 

14 r ad ium d ial watch . I had one one time . At n i g h t  you 

15 j us t  c o u l d  s e e  it g l ow i ng . You couldn ' t  rea l l y  t e l l  

16  w h a t  t ime i t  was , but you t r i e d . It was a new t h i n g .  

1 7  I h ad one , and i t  was nea t .  

18 Twenty-three years ago , Ph i l l i p s  p e t rol eum 

19 me as a d e s i g n  engi neer o n  INEL . They told me 

� I cou l d  e i th e r  l eave the watch a t  home or s t ay 

21 w i th i t .  I t  was not a l lowed . I t  w a s  too 

22 the I NE L .  I t  w a s  q u i t e  a l l  r i g h t  f o r  i n d u s try to 

U i t  t o  you , b u t  INEL w i l l  not tolerate rad i o a c t i v i ty 

� and unmon itored . It is a se riou s o f f e n s e . 

25 I have walked on the reactor h e ad s . I have 

1 1 1  Biggers 

10 

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

16  

17 

18 

19 

s tood o n  the t r an s f e r  cana l , b e s i d e  it and looked down 

in the water and s e e n  the b l u e  purple g l ow g i v e n  o f f  

b y  t h e  f u e l  r o d s  and t h e  racks , pretty d a ng e rous s t u f f .  

R i g h t  now they are h u n t i n g  for the body o f  a boy j u s t  

o v e r  t h e  h i l l  i n  t h e  pure white d r i ve n  snow t h a t  walked 

off by a c c i de n t . They ' re not h u n t ing a n y  bodies on 

I NEL . They ' re c a r e f u l  out there . They w i l l  not t o l e r a t  

y o u  e n d a n g e r i ng your se l f ,  y o u  endang e r i ng y o u r  co-

work e r s , you endanger i ng the i nd u s try , or you endang e r i n  

the pub l i c .  You ' l l  go home c a nned so q u i c k  i t  w i l l  make 

your h ead swim . They don ' t  p l a y .  They have redundancy 

after redundancy a f te r  redunda ncy , a n d  t h e y  use them a l l  

prope r l y , a n d  I ' ve h e a rd that abused s o  many t imes by 

opponents o f  t h i s  Pro j e c t . I f  you don ' t  l i ke redundancy 

j us t  d i s connect the front brakes o n  your c a r ,  becau se 

t h e  back ones will do i t  j u s t  f ine . B u t  don ' t  d i s -

connect m i n e .  

T h e  I N E L  i s  s a f e r  t h a n  y o u r  bathroom ; i t ' s  

s a f e r  t h a n  your k i tche n ;  w i t h  a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  humo r ,  

� you m i g h t  even s a y  i t ' s  s a f e r  than some o f  the movie 

21 s t a r s ' bed rooms l i ve s ee n .  We ' ve a l l  s e e n  the g i a n t  

2 2  and we ' ve s e e n  the s i l kwood movie s .  S e n s a -

U i s  what s e l l s  newspape r s , and s e n s a t i o na l ism 

� what g e t s  a t tendance i n t o  movie s ,  b u t  s e n s a t i o na l i s m  

� n o t  always accura t e . 

1 1 2  B i g g e r s  

2

3

4

7

hired

that

home

f or

sell

uncontrolled

I

radioacti e

2

3

4

7

14

11

17

18

19

syndrome,

tionalism

is

is



U1 
....... 
� 

3 . 4  

10 

11 

12 

13  

14 

Twelve y e a r s  ago they had the f l ood . Those 

o f  you who a re loca l remember i t .  They showed it on 

t e l e v i s io n  b a ck in North C a r o l i n a  where my f a ther was , 

a nd they s a id , " Th i s  is the s c ene in I d a h o  F a l l s " , and 

they showed a house f l o a ting down the river . And my 

f ather though t ,  " He ' s  washed away . "  I t ' s  the truth , 

the hou s e  f l oa ted down the r i ve r .  But that was the 

hous e ,  and it was i n  the r iver , and Idaho F a l l s  was 

h igh and dry with very l i t t l e  exception . 

So d id they te l l  the truth? Yea h ,  but they 

s e n s a t iona l i zed i t ,  and I t h i nk you ' l l f i nd a lot o f  

that with l arge m a j or p l a n t s . 

For the opponents , I wou l d  j u s t  l ik e  to 

t e l l  you that we agree with you whol eheartedl y .  We do 

15  not want nuc l e a r  wa r .  We don ' t  want any k i nd o f  war , 

16 but we have to go one s tep p a s t  emo tion and deal with 

1 7  i n t e l l igence and try to be prepare d .  W e  abhor g r a i n  

18  u pon t h e  ground ; we a b h o r  one man h a v i n g  thou s a nds o f  

1 9  a c r e s ; w e  abhor the market depre s s e d ;  we abhor hung e r ;  

� abhor people s tacked on top o f  people so that nobody 

2t c a n  move . We charge the m i l i tary to k e ep those people 

22 a t  home a nd l e t  us pour our g r a i n  upon the groun d ,  and 

n l e t  us have thousands and thousands of acres owned by 

� one ma n .  Th a t ' s  a l l  right t o  do , and then we want to 

� them , " We ' re not g o i ng t o  b a c k  y o u  up . Y o u  j u s t  
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s t o p  t h e m .  They ' d  outnumber y o u  2 0  to one , b u t  y o u  

them anyhow . 10 

The road to p e a c e  i s  rock y ,  it i s  f i l l ed 

w i t h  thorns , it ca nnot be traveled on your knees . 

Support and construct the S I S .  D o  i t  h e r e , and d o  i t  

proud l y .  Thank you . 

THE HEARING OF F I C E R :  O u r  next schedu l ed 

commenter is My r l i n  Ogd en , Myr l i n  Ogden? 

( No r e s ponse,. ) 

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  No . 3 6 ,  Linda C a rte r ,  

Linda Carter? 

MS . CARTE R :  I have a written one , too , I 

would j u s t  l ik e  to turn i n .  

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  I s  this you r s ?  

MS . CARTE R :  Uh-huh . 

THE HEARING OFFICE R :  We ' l l mark your 

written comment as Exhibit No . 7 2 1  for the record , Linda 

Carter of Idaho F a l l s , Idaho . 

M S .  CART E R :  I ' d l ik e  t o  s t a te t h a t  I ' m  

21 Carte r ,  9 9 2  Redwood , Idaho Fa l l s ,  been a r e s ident 

n Idaho f o r  3 0  year s ,  and I strongly support the S I S  

� i t s  construction here . 

24 I work f o r  KPVI in advert i s i n g , and I work 

� people e v e r y  day , b u s i n e s s  people o f  this community 
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and 1 f i nd that the local peopl e , the l o c a l  bu s i n e s s  

people I should s a y , s trong l y  s u p p o r t  the S I S .  

I t  wa s j u s t  a couple weeks ago w e  a l l  

o u t  for a parade , one of the larg e s t  in Eas tern Idaho , 

probab l y  one of the l ar g e s t  in Idaho , to show t h a t we 

s upport the S I S . 

There are several points we ' d  l i ke to 

but i t  boi l s  down to s a f e t y  and e f fects on the e n v i ron-

ment , economy , the need for p l u t o n i u m ,  and the need for 

nuclear weapon s .  

We l l , f o r  one , the economy , m y  parents moved 

t o  Idaho 30 years ago , m a i n l y  becau s e  the economy o r  the 

environment is so s p e c i a l  here . I t ' s  a g r e a t  p l a c e  to 

r a i s e  k i ds ; i t ' s  a g r e a t  p l a c e  to s k i  and camp and d o  

a l l  t h o s e  outdoor thing s .  Wel l ,  i t  n e v e r  s topped my 

parent s  f rom moving h e r e , the fact that we have the 

S i te o u t , you k now , next door to us . I t ' s  never s topped 

me , too . I ' ve moved to d i f fe r e n t  p l a ce s .  I k e e p  coming 

back to I d a h o ,  because i t  is s pe c i a l , and there are 

t h i ng s  about it r e a l l y ,  the fact we have the Site next 

21 d oo r  w i th the a t omic ene r g y .  I f  anything , i t ' s  boo s ted 

22 our e c onomy . 

23 From what I unders tand , ther e ' s  r e a l l y  

� l it t l e  d a ng e r  to the e nv ironme n t , hea l th ,  and s a f e ty . 

� The DOE h a s  an e x c e l l e n t  record of s a f e t y .  They ' re a b o  v 
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average in both the n a t i on a l  - - they ' re above the 

n a t ional averages i n  both constru c t ion and operation o f  

the f a c i l i t i e s . P e o p l e  worry about w h a t  i t  would do t o  

the aqu i f e r . I t ' s  been s ta t e d  in several p l a c e s  t h a t  

I ' ve l i stened to a t  Chamber me e t i n g s  and t h i n g s  l ike 

t h a t  that very l it t l e  r a d i o a c t ive ma t e r i a l  from t h e  SIS 

will g e t  i n t o  the aqu i f e r . If you d r i n k  t h e  water o u t  

o f  the t e s t  we l l s , i t  wou ld t a k e  a year to h a v e  four-

tenths o f  one percent show up i n  your body . I ' d  s a y  

tha t ' s  v e r y  l i t t l e  d a n g e r  to us . 

The oppos i t ion points out the s a f e t y  and 

e f fe c t s  o n  the envi ronme n t .  We l l , I my s e l f  f e e l  s a f er 

l iv i ng in I d aho l iv i ng next door to the S i t e ,  than I 

do d r i v i ng on the f reeways of C h i c ag o ,  Los Ang e l e s ,  

o r  Da l l a s . I t  was s tated at our Chamber meeting t h a t  

i t  is s a f e r  to be l e a n ing a g a i n s t  t h e  p l u to nium reactor 

than s ta nd i ng i n  the shade i n  your own back y a rd , and 

t h a t  h a s  to do w i t h  just the e f f e c t s  o f  sunshine on 

your bod y , you know , the e f f ect o f  cancer i s  a lot 

g r e a te r .  

O u r  economy needs a boost in order t o  keep 

n our s tandard o f  l i v i ng h ig h  and k e ep a good s t andard 

23 o f  l i v ing i n  I daho . Idaho n e e d s  new pr.o j e c t s  l ike t h e  

� S I S  and the technology and s p i n o f f  f rom such a Proj ect . 

� I t ' s  b e e n  over f i ve years s i nce they co�pleted t h e i r  
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SIS and the technology and spinoff from such a Project.

It's been over five years since they completed their
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l a s t  pro j e c t  at the INEL . FOrom wh at I u n d e r s t a nd , the 

S I S  i s  over a $ 9 0 0  m i l l ion P r o j e c t  that w i l l  employ ave 

4 5 0 construction workers and create permanent j obs 

needed to operate the S I S  once it ' s  constructed . DOE 

says i t  w i l l  genera te an a d d i t ional thousand j obs , 

s u pport and service j obs at the I N EL region that can 

o n l y  h e l p  Idaho i n  our tax b a s i s . 

The cons t r u c t i o n  workers needed for S I S  

a re r e a d i l y  ava i l ab l e . Tha t ' s  been t e s t i f i e d  time 

1 0  t i m e ,  r i g h t  h e r e  i n  I d a ho . T h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a re a l ready 

1 1  i n  our s c hoo l s ,  a nd would n ' t  put any heavy burden on 

12 our schoo l s  beca u s e  o f  th a t .  The s p i n o f f  indu s t r i e s  

13 w i l l  produce even more j o b s . The opportu n i ty to c re a t e  

14  w e l l - p a i d  j obs i n  robo t i c s , a r t i f i c i a l  i n t e l l igence 

15 v acuum tec hnology , plus the laser technology is an 

16  important contribu t i on to medical b reakthroughs . The 

17 potential o f  the SIS i n  i t s  h i g h l y  advanced w i l l  once 

18 aga i n  put I daho i n  the l im e l i g h t  as the f i r s t  atomic 

19 energy generator did s o  many years ago . 

20 The oppos i t i o n  s t a t e s  t h a t  people won ' t  

21 move here because of the S I S .  O n  the con t rary , the 

22 I NEL brings a l o t  of fami l i e s  to I d aho , fam i l i e s  that 

23 buy cars , homes , p u t  their chi ldren i n  schoo l s , s pe n d  

24 t h e i r  time i n  I d a ho ' s  r e c re a t ional a r e a s , and mo s t  

� important l y , pay t a x e s  in Idaho . Many of the oppos i t i o n  
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keep I daho r e s i de�es o n l y  becau s e  of our low taxes and 

d o  not l ive here year r ound . Are the s e  people r e a l l y  

w o r r i e d  that t h e i r  f r i e nd s  and fami l i e s  won ' t  v i s i t  

them i n  t h e i r  beaut i f u l  summer homes j us t  because the 

S i t e  i s  next door to them i n  Sun Val l e y ?  I s e r i o u s l y  

d o u b t  that has any i m p a c t  on t h e i r  v i s i t s  to I daho . 

On the c ontrary , the people who l i v e  here 

a nd work a t  the INEL b r i ng a l o t  o f  people here to v i s i t  

I t ' s  a great p l a c e  to l i ve . 

INEL a l s o  h a s  a p o l i c y  of b u y  in I daho . Tha 

will g ive large a n d  sma l l  b u s i ne s s e s  the i r  opportun i ty 

to provide supp l i e s  a nd service s .  

But the f a c t  i s , we d o  n e e d  p l u tonium . 

reactors tha t are s h u t  down . There ' s  - - many o f  them 

a re acting at only h a l f  capac i t y ,  and we ' ve reduced 

our weapons s tock p i l e  by 2 5  percent over the last 2 0  

years that i s  over the l a s t  20 yea rs . D e s p i te the 

smoke the oppos i t ion i s  blowing , the o n l y  real i s sue i s  

should we b e  produ c i ng p l u tonium for n u c l e a r  we apons ? 

As long as there a re Gorbachevs in t h i s  wor l d  who i n  

t h e  same year w a s  awarded t h e  Nobel Peace P r i z e  a l so 

s pent a hal f b i l l i o n  d o l l ars in Ango l i a  and N i caragua 

and i s  s t i l l  b u i l d i ng nuclear bombers , nuclear sub-

marines and nuc l e a r  weapon s ,  I would say yes and yes 

to the S I S .  
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T H E  HEARING OFF I C E R :  O u r  next scheduled 

c ommenter is Herman Bak e r .  

( NO r e s ponse . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R ;  We ' l l move t o  

Comme nter No . 3 8 ,  Anthony Stocks , Anthony Stoc k s ?  

Chandl e r .  

Chand l e r . 

a n d  addre s s .  

( NO respons e . )  

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  No . 3 9 ,  Denn i s  

M R .  FRE EMAN ; I w i l l  be in p l a c e  of Dennis 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  P l e a s e  g ive your name 

MR. FREEMAN : My name is L y l e  Freema n ,  

Box 4 3 2 3 ,  Rigby , Idaho . I ' m one of th� readily avai labl 

c on s t ru c t i o n  work e r s , a nd I ' d  l ike t o  go on pu b l i c  

� ecord a s  b e i ng a supporter o f  t h e  S I S  Proj ect i n  Idaho . 

I don 1 t  want to put down agricu lture in 

I d ah o ,  because I bel ieve i t ' s  one o f  the mo s t  important 

i ndus t r i e s  i n  the S ta t e .  Howe ve r ,  agricul ture c a nnot 

support the S t a t e ' s  e n t i re economy . Neither can w i l d l i f e  

or w i l d erness a re a s . We can ' t  a l l  be fa rmers , game 

wardens . I a l so bel ieve that Idaho d e s p e r a t e l y  needs 

the ec onomy boost that the SIS Project would b r i ng both 
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the region and t h e  s t a t e .  

I l ik e  l iv i ng i n  Idaho , a n d  I would l i k e  my 

k i d s  to grow up here . I ' m not worried about the i r  

I bel ieve the INEL has r e s pons i b l e  people who are con-

cerned for our s a f e t y .  But me and people l ike me can ' t  

s ta y  here without employme nt . I t ' s  t ime for the great 

state o f  Idaho to accept modern technology to put Idaho 

back in the l imelight a s  i t  was many years ago when 

e l e c t r i c i t y  from nuc l e a r  power was produced for the 

f i r s t  t ime . 

The l a s e r  technology s p i n o f f  w i l l  a g a i n  put 

u s  back on the map and e n s ure that we remain o n  the 

c u t t i ng edge o f  the s c i e n t i f i c wor l d .  W i th the tran s f e r  

o f  l a s e r  technology to Idaho , t h e  S I S  p l a n t  presents 

numerous cha l l eng e s , deve lopme n t a l  oppor t u n i t i e s  and 

economic bene f i t s . 

We ' ve heard several comments about the bomb , 

and a l so about teaching our c h i l d r e n .  I h a v e  chi ldren , 

and it was s a i d  t h a t  we should teach our c h i l dren that 

� is bad . And I agree 1 0 0  percent with that , but 

21 chi ldren a l s o  need to know we l iv e  i n  a free 

n a n d  sometimes l i v e s  h a v e  to be taken a n d  l iv e s  

n h ave to be g iven to ma i n t a i n  the f r e e dom that we e n j oy 

� t h i s  country . I a l s o  h a ve a h a rd t ime bel i e v i ng 

� t h a t  people in t h i s  country w i l l  q u i t  buy i ng Idaho 
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potatoes because they a r e  m i c rowaved i n  the f i e l d 

o f  i n  the horne . 

I bel ieve t h a t  the S I S  P r o j e c t  i s  going to 

be b u i l t  somewhe re , and I s a y  b r i ng i t  to Ida h o .  Thank 

you . 

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  E x h i b i t  7 2 2  f o r  the 

record w i l l  be the w r i t te n  comments o f  L y l e  Freeman o f  

Rigby , Idaho . 

Comme n t e r  No . 4 0 ,  Kenneth S a l zman . 

MS . PAU L :  T h i s  i s  L i z  P a u l  s u b s t i t u t i n g  f o  

Mr . S a l zma n .  

Th i s  i s  a s t a t ement o f  Gayle H .  We egand , 

Ph . D ,  c h e m i s t ry , 2 2 3  South L i ncoln Avenu e ,  Poca t e l l o ,  

I d a h o :  

" Having examined t h e  n E l S  f o r  the S p e c i a l  

I s otope S e p a r a t ion Proj e c t ,  I choose to d i rect m y  re-

marks to the s ta teme nt o f  need i n  the s umma ry , Page 5 - 1 ,  

w h i c h  read s ,  ' The S I S  Pro j ec t  i s  needed b y  the Departmen 

of Energy to provide a redundancy i n  production c a p a c i t y  

and technol o g i c a l  d iver s i t y  w i th respect to the current 

dependence 'of weapon g rade p l u tonium p r o d u c t i o n  on 

r e a c tor avai l a b i l i ty and to provide a timely response to 

p o t e n t i a l  i ncrea s e s  i n  approved needs for weapon g rade 

pl u t o n i um • •  

" Th i s  theme , wh ich i s  u s e d  a s  j u s t i f i c a t ion 

1 2 1  P a u l  

for bu i l d i ng the S I S , recurs i n  expanded f o r m  i n  

S e c t i o n  1 a n d  i s  r e i t erated e l sewhere i n  the document , 

wherever support i s  sought to excl ude any a l ternatives 

w h i c h  wou l d  obviate construction o f  t h e  f a c i l i t y .  

" A l though t h e  Dra f t  Environmental 

S t a tement goes into great det a i l  to explore the many 

a s p e c t s  of the a c t u a l  c o n s t ru c t ion and operation o f  the 

p roposed S I S ,  i t  ignores tota l l y  any examinat ion of the 

a s sumptions made i n  d e c i d i n g  to b u i l d  i t  i n  the f i r s t  

1 0  p l a c e . Nowhere in the document i s  a c r i t i c a l  a s s e s s -

1 1  ment made o f  the a c t u a l  need f o r  t h e  new S I S  f a c i l i t y .  

12 Rathe r ,  the need for i ncreased prod u c t i on of weapon 

13  grade pl utoni uITl i s  a s sumed throughou t .  

14 "I take i s su e  w i th t h i s  a s sumption that it 

15 is n e c e s s a ry to i n c r e a s e  th i s  country ' s  c a p a c i t y  to 

18 produce weapon grade p l u tonium . In a rare col l e c t iv e l y  

1 7  s ane s t e p ,  the U n i ted Sta tes and t h e  Soviet U n i o n  have 

18 r e c e n t l y  e ntered into an a g r e ement to s i g n  to reduce 

19 the number of n u c l e a r  weapons in t h e i r  respect ive 

20 a rs e n a l s .  Both governme n t s  have f i n a l l y  shown the 

21 a wa r e n e s s  that the ever i n c r e a s ing growth o f  t h e i r  

22 n u c l e a r  des tructive capab i l i ty mu s t  s top i f  th i s  pl anet 

23 i s  to rema i n  h a b i tabl e .  Thu s , the number o f  n u c l e a r  

24 d e v i c e s  i n  the United States a r s e n a l  s h o u l d  be expected 

25 to decrea s e ,  not i nc r ea s e , in future yea rs . 

1 2 2  P a u l  

4 . 1  

4 . 1 5 . 1  

4 . 3  

instea

2

3

4

5

6

7

a

9

13

14

10

24

2

3

4

5

7

8

23

Irnpact

4.3



U1 
N 
-+:> 

4 . 1 5 . 1  

4 . 4 . 6  

4 . 8 . 1 

10 

1 1  

1 2  

13  

" I nc r e a s e d  product ion of weapon grade 

p l utonium by this country i s  unneces s a r y _  Moreove r ,  

current production and recycl ing o f  pl uton ium from 

obsolete weapons shoul d s u f f ice to keep a d e c l i ning 

inventory of nucl ear weapons in s tep w i t h  the l a t e s t  

warhead t e c h nology _ Argument i s  made o f  the D E I S  t h a t  

r ecycl ing and recovery of e x i s t i ng suppl i e s  o f  weapon 

grade pl utonium is not a viable a l t ernative , Page 2 - 7 0 .  

Howev e r ,  t h i s  a s s e r t i o n  again i s  b a s e d  upon t h e  

a s sumpt ion that p r o d u c t i o n  must be increased not de-

c rea s e d .  T o  t h e  b e s t  o f  m y  knowledge o f  t h e  open 

l iteratu r e , there i s  no techn i c a l  or s c i e n t i f i c  r e a s on 

t h a t  r e c y c l e d  weapon grade p l u to n i um w i l l  not work in 

14 bomb s .  I f  i t  was good enough to go boom once i t  w i l l  go 

15  boom a g a i n  a f te r  i t  h a s  been prope r l y  recla ime d .  

1 6  " Another recurring argument f o r  need ing the 

17 S I S  i s  t h a t  product ion of weapon grade p l u tonium c o u l d  

18  be r a p i d l y  increa s e d  i f  requ i r e d ,  I a s k ,  h o w  f a s t  

1 9  i s  r a p i d l y ?  C e r t a i n l y  n o t  q u i ck enough to m a k e  more 

� n u c l e a r  weapons in t h e  m i d d l e  of a nuclear confl i c t , 

21 and I doubt even f a s t  enough i f  a nuc l e a r  war were 

22 imminent . I n  r e a l ity , t h i s  argument i s  nonsen s e .  It 

� is c l e a r  to me t h a t  the Department of Energy h a s  taken 

� p o s i t i o n  o f ,  ' We w a n t  i t 1  there for e ,  we n e e d  i t . ' 

4 . 9 . 1  25 When i t  c ome s to j u s t i f ying cons truc t i o n  of the S I S . 
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heart i l y endo r s e  peaceful u s e s  of nuc l e a r  s c i e nce and 

tec hno log y ,  a nd hope to s e e  f urther devel opment o f  the se 

k i nds of a c t i v i t ie s ,  for examp le the Boron-Neutron 

Capture Fac i l i ty , a t  I NEL . A l s o , I unders tand the 

d e s i re and need for economic development in Idaho . 

However , I cannot in good consci ence support the un-

necess ary i nc r e a s e d  production o f  weapon grade 

for u s e  in t h e  construction of more unneeded atomic 

bombs , when i t  is clear instead that the i r  e l imination 

i s  abs o l u t e l y  e s s e n t i a l  to the survival of mank ind . "  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Exhibit N o .  7 2 3  for t 

record w i l l  be t h e  written comments of D r .  G a y l e  Weegan 

of Poc a te l l o ,  I daho . 

W i t ne s s  Order No . 4 1 ,  Ron a l d  L .  E dg l e y .  

M R .  E DGLEY : Mr . C h a i rma n ,  m y  name i s  

Ro nald E dg l e y .  I l i ve at 4 5 3  Skyl ine D r i ve i n  Pocatel l 

I d a h o .  I ' m a n a t i v e  I d a hoan and h a v e  l i ved h e r e  a l l  my 

l i f e  except for a tour of m i l i tary service duty over in 

G e rmany . 

I ' m  a j ourneyman p i p e f itter by trad e ,  and 

f o r  the past 17  years have been the b u s i n e s s  manager 

f or the P l umbe r s  and p i p e f i t t e r s  Loc a l  Union 6 4 8  i n  

Pocate l l o .  

M y  f a m i l y  a nd I ,  a s  well a s  o u r  other 4 0 0  

members a n d  the i r  fami l i e s , have a n d  d o  prima r i l y r e l y  
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on construct ion and o p e r a t i o n a l  a c t ivi t i e s  at the INEL 

for our l iv e l i hoods . 

The Spec i a l  I s otope S e p a r a t i o n  P ro j ec t  

proposed for the I d a h o  N a t iona l Eng ineering Laboratory 

w i l l  not only prov ide us w i t h  employmen t ,  but w i t h  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1  n eeded h e a l t h  and we l f a r e J  reti rement and tra i n i ng 

bene f i t s . 

Ad d i t i ona l l y ,  the S I S  P r o j e c t  w i l l  contribut 

s t rong l y  to the stab i l i ty and growth of both reg iona l 

10 and state economics and w i l l  consequently i n c re a s e  the 

1 1  tax b a s e  for o u r  v a r ious governmental e n t i t i e s . 

12 

CJ1 
It i s  pro j ected that cons truction s i t e  j obs 

N 13 
CJ1 

w i l l  exceed 4 4 0  on the S I S  P r o j ec t .  

14 According to the Draft Env ironmental 

15  S t a tement , over 1 7 0 , 0 0 0  f e e t  o f  p ip i ng will be required 

16 f o r  the construct ion o f  the pl uton ium proce s s i ng 

17 f ac i l i t y  and the l a s e r  su pport f a c i l ity and w i th the 

18 a d d i t i o n a l  amounts for the stand-al one vaul t .  T h i s  

19 represents over 33 m i l e s  o f  p i p e .  

20 In addit ion to the construction s i t e  j o bs , 

21 our members w i l l  a l so s h a r e  i n  the many o f f - s i te 

22 

5 . 2 7 . 9 . 4  
23 

employment opportu n i t i e s  the S I S  P ro j ec t  w i l l  gene rate 

in the p rivate sector, s uch a s  p i p e ,  meta l ,  and 

24 f ab r i c a t i o n .  T h i s  i s  w h a t  our members a r e  in bus i n e s s  

25 f o r .  T h i s  i s  o u r  exper t i s e . This i s  our way o f  

1 2 5  Edgley 
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providing for our f a m i l i e s . 

We have the experienced workers and con-

t ractors . Now wh a t  is needed i s  the location o f  the 

SIS Project at the S i te . Our members have hel ped 

build the INEL f rom its inception and have found i t  to 

be a safe a nd c a r i ng p l a c e  to work , not o n l y  for those 

employed , but f o r  the e n v i ronment i t s e l f .  Tho s e  that 

try to c r i t i c i z e  need o n l y  to w i tnes s f i rs th a nd the 

INEL opera tions , and to see the w i l d l i f e  t h a t  abounds 

in harmony with the n u c l e a r  age , and then hopefu l ly they 

would turn the i r  mi sguided c r i t i c ism to such acts a s  

the dumping o f  a sb e s to s  i n  o u r  c i t y ' s  l a nd f i l l s . 

We p r e s e n t l y  have memb e r s  that have and a r e  

d y i n g  f r o m  a s b e s to s i s , but we h a v e  yet to have t h e  

f i rs t  o n e  lost to r a d i a tion or a n y  a c t i vi ty f o u n d  at 

the S i t e .  

W e  a l s o  support t h e  S I S  P r o j e c t  because we 

are patriotic Amer i c a n s , who want to do our part to 

h e l p  our country to m a i n t a i n  at l e a s t  a parody in the 

defense o f  fore ign governme n t s . Through our n a t i on ' s  

s trength s are embedded the roots o f  wo rld p e a ce . 

We a r e  for envi ronment and i t s  preserva t i o n .  

For anyone t o  th ink otherwi se wou l d  be l u d i c rou s .  

Within the heart of our environment l i e s  our 

f ami l i e s  and the Ame r ican way o f  l i f e .  T o  the s e  ends , 

1 2 6  Edg l ey 

5 . 2 7 . 1 2 . 2  

5 . 2 4 . 2 3 

5 . 2 4 . 3 1  

3 . 4  

2

3

4

5

6

7

e

9

13

15

17

Impact

component

2

3

4

5

6

7

9



c..n 
N 
0"1 

1 . 1  

10 

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

16 

18 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Mr . C h a i rma n ,  the members and f am i l ie s  of our local 

u n ion w i s h  to go on record a s  b e i ng i n  total support o f  

t h e  S I S  P r o j e c t  b e i n g  located , bu i l t ,  and s a f e l y  

operated a t  the INEL . Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFFICER: E x h i b i t  7 2 4 , for t h e  

reco r d ,  w i l l  be the written comme nts o f  Ro n a l d  L .  

pocate l l o ,  Idaho . 

We move on to Wi tnes s Order No . 4 2 ,  Larry 

Thorne , Mr . Larry Thorne ? 

( No r e s pons e . ) 

THE HEARING OFFICE R :  Order 4 3 ,  Steve 

Grayson , S teve Grayson ? 

( No r e s ponse .. ) 

THE HEARING OFFICER : Order 4 4 ,  Rod Fug e r ,  

Rod Fuge r ?  

( No r e s pon s e . )  

THE HEARING OF F I C E R :  O r d e r  No . 4 5 ,  Lau r i e  

Ree d ,  Laurie Reed ? 

( No r e spon s e . )  

THE HEARING OFF ICER : Order 4 6 ,  Lynn Mue h i -

f e i t ,  Lynn Mueh i f e i t ?  M-u-e-h- i- f - e - i - t .  

1 2 7  Edgley 
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THE HEARING OFF ICER : Order No . 4 7 ,  Bryan 

F .  Wixom, Bryan F. Wixom? 

( No r e s po ns e . )  

THE HEARING OFF ICER : Order 4 8 ,  Paul 

Mr . Paul Hammond ? 

John Lowry? 

Hammond . 

(No r e s p o n s e . )  

THE HEARING OFFICER : Order 4 9 , John Lowry , 

MS . K I RKHAM : I ' m s u b s t i tu t i ng for Paul 

THE HEARING OFFICER : Pardon me ? 

MS . K I RKHAM : I ' m sub s t i tu t i ng .  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Al l right , go ahead . 

MS . KI RKHAM; My name is Kathy K i rkham , and 

I l ive a t  3 2 4 9  North Rac i ne , Chicago , I l l i nois . I am 

Midwe s t  Coo r d i nator for F i s s i l e  M a t e r i a l  Cut o f f  Camp a i g n  

f or Greenpe a c e ,  and as the t i t l e  s u g g e s t ,  w e  are 

focu s i ng o n  e n n i n g  the worldwide produ c t i o n  o f  p l utonium 

a nd highly e nriched uranium for nuc l e a r  wea pon s .  

We hear a l o t  o f  rhetoric f rom our l eaders 

about the future . They say t h e i r  v i s ion is of a 

f u t u r e  with an end to prod u c t ion of n u c l e a r  weapons , but 

t hey quickly add , "We ' re not �here ye t . "  

1 2 8  K i rkham 
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The natural q u e s t i o n  i s , what w i l l  g e t  us 

t h e re ? The fbture doesn ' t  just one day happen . I t  i s  

s h aped by what w e  d e c i d e  toda y ,  and i n  t h e  h e a r i ng s  

o ve r  t h e  p a s t  week , I ' ve heard a n  overwh e l m i ng number 

of people in t h i s  part of the country say no to p l a n s  

f o r  what w o u l d  be the f i r s t  new atom i c  w e a p o n s  p l a n t  

t o  be bu i l t  i n  the U n i te d  s t a t e s  i n  a q u a r t e r  o f  a 

c e n tury . 

Hearings on the S I S  Environme n t a l  

S t atement Draf t staged by the Department of Energy i n  

t hree Idaho c i t ie s  we r e  meant to p a s s  q u i e t l y  i n  three 

d ay s . But the growing controve r s y  to c o n t inued produc-

tion o f  nuc l e a r  weapons making material i s  g e t t i n g  

throug h .  It ' s  bur s t ing onto the f ro n t  page o f  the 

Sunday New York Times and s tr e t c h i ng the h e a r i ng 

i n t o  another week . 

Maybe now the i s s u e  w i l l  g e t  the a t t e n t io n  

i t  d e s e rv e s , to be t r e a t e d  a s  a n a t i o n a l  i s sue t h a t  i t  

i s .  T h i s  ground swe l l  o f  oppos ition b e i ng e x p r e s s ed i n  

Idaho i s  representat ive o f  what h a s  happened across the 

n a t i o n .  People are tired o f  this i n s a n i t y .  They want 

peace , a nd they wa nt jobs they can be proud o f , and 

that they can f e e l  produc t i v e  wor k i ng i n .  I t ' s  not 

enough to b e  able to brag i n  th i s  country t h a t  we ' re 

� number one for m i l i ta ry spend ing , as we a r e ,  when we ' ve 

1 2 9  K i rkham 
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dropped out of the top t e n  for count r i e s  for l i tera c y ,  

l i f e  expectanc y ,  a n d  b e i ng a b l e  to prov ide o u r  popu l a t i o  

w ith s a f e  d rinking wate r .  

Peop l e  I ' ve heard here t h a t  s u pport the 

S I S  talk about added n a t i o n a l  security and not f e e l i ng 

s a f e . We have 2 5 , 0 0 0  nuc l e a r  weapons , more won ' t  make 

us s a f e r .  All more w i l l  do i s  add to our i ns e c u r i t y  i n  

t h i s  compe t i t ive wor l d  by cont i n u i ng to s a p  t h i s  

c ou n t r y ' s  precious resource s , the g e n i u s  o f  our 

a n d  the f r u i t s  of our e nergy and l abor to make a was te-

f u l , h a z a rdous product that everyone prays w i l l  never 

b e  taken o f f  the she l f .  

Hope f u l l y , the Department o f  Energy i s  

hearing the m e s s a g e  o f  t h e  concern voiced b y  many peopl 

One Depa rtment o f  Energy o f f i c i a l  was quoted i n  the 

New York Times say ing , " I f we ca n ' t  get a f a c i l ity l i ke 

t h i s  b u i l t  here , you wonder if we can b u i l d  anyth i ng 

a nywhere . "  

Sometimes the w i l l  o f  the people i s  ahead 

o f  what i s  voiced by t h e  o f f i c i a l s  that were e l ec ted 

to r e p r e s e n t  them . At Greenpeace , which is f u nded 

tot a l l y by personal and p r i va t e  donations now h a s  2 . 5  

n m i l l ion memb e r s  wor l dwide in 1 7  count r i e s . It was 

24 s tarted i n  1 9 7 1 by a sma l l  group o f  Canad i a n s  who 

� p ro t e s ted t h e  practice of atmos p h e r i c  n u c l e a r  t e s t i n g  
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4 . 3  

o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  A l a s k a .  A f ew years l a t e r ,  a s  oppo s i -

t io n  grew , t h i s  p r a c t i c e  was banned . A n d  today a new 

p ub l i c  awarene s s  o f  the soc i a l , environmental cost of 

nuc l e a r  a rms prod u c t i o n  is c o i nc i ded with pol i t i c a l  

c h a n g e s  t h a t  r a i s e  the p r o s p e c t  o f  rad i c a l  redu c t i o n  i n  

n u c l e a r  weapons . 

T h e s e  developme n t s  have prompted experts to 

sugge s t  that now i s  t h e  opportune t ime f o r  the United 

S ta t e s  a nd t h e  s o v i e t  Union to negot i a t e  an end to the 

10 rat ion o f  p l u to n i u m  and highly e n r i ched radium for 

1 1  n u c l e a r  weapon s . T h e  succe s s f u l  nego t i a t ions o f  s u c h  

12 a rms control ag reements would mo st l i k e l y  end the S I S  

1 3  P ro j ec t , a n d  we s h o u l d  support these neg o t i a t i o n s  t h a t  

14  w o u l d  make our world s a f e r . 

15 A product i o n  c u to f f  would b e  a u s e f u l  arms 

18 me a s u r e  o n  its own . It wou ld p l ac e  a c a p  on 

17 s i z e  o f  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  i nventor i e s  and e q u a l l y  

1 8  important , t h e  ban W) u l d  s t rengthen inte rnational b a r r i e r  

19 to the t h r e a t  o f  n u c l ear weapons . 

20 I t  wou l d  a l so r e s u l t  i n  s a v i ng t e n s  o f  

6 . 3  21 b i l l i o n s  o f  do l l a r s  over the next decade , our f u t u r e . 

22 f unds could b e  devoted to m o r e  c i v i l i z e d  purpose s ,  

n i nc l ud i ng c l ea n s i ng t h e  environment of abuses accumlated 

� f o u r  decades o f  n u c l ear weapons produ c t i o n .  Thank 

25 you . 

1 3 1  Kirkham 
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T H E  HEARING OFF I C E R :  Comrne nter No . 4 9  on 

the l i s t  i s  Mr . John Lowry , Mr . John Lowr y ?  

( NO r e s ponse . )  

T H E  HEARING OFFICER:  Order No . 5 0 ,  Michael 

s .  Breed , M i c h a e l  S.  Breed? 

( No response . )  

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  Order 5 1 ,  K e i t h  

1 0  
Spok l ie , K e i t h  Spok l ie ?  

1 1  

(No response . )  
12 

13  
THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  Order 5 2 ,  C a r l  Haney , 

14 
C a r l  Haney? 

15  

(No r e s ponse . )  
16 

17 T H E  HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order 5 3 , Rich 

16 Weskerna , R i c h  W e s k e r n a ?  

19  

( No response . )  
20 

21 THE HEARING OFFICER:  Order 5 4 , N i c k  Day , 

22 N i c k  D a y ?  

23 M R .  DAY : My name is N ick Da y .  I l i ve a t  

24 4 4 5  E a s t  2 3 rd S t r e e t ,  Idaho F a l l s ,  Idaho . 

25 B e i n g  a n a t i ve Idahoa n ,  I have a g r e a t  
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i n t e r e s t  i n  the w e l f a r e  of our S tate . I have worked 

at the I N E L  S i t e  for 25 year s .  My w i f e  was a l so employed 

at the S i te before we s t a rted r a i s ing our fami l y .  

p r e s e n t l y  have two sons attending college a t  Idaho 

State U n i ve r s i t y . As we know f rom the news the l a s t  

two day s ,  Idaho does n o t  have enough t a x  b a s e  to 

s upport the S t a te i n  the way we would l ike . At present 

there i s  not enough mon i e s  to move our education sy s t ems 

i nto a good compet i t ive place w i th other states . When 

Idaho ' s  kids graduate , they have to go to other states 

to f i nd work . If they want a good qual ity education , 

they have to go to other areas to f ind i t .  Idaho now 

ranks very c l o s e  to the bottom in r a t i ng with a l l  the 

other s ta t e s  i n  educat ion . 

In a recent survey , it w a s  reported in the 

local newspaper that 61 percent o f  the people l i ving i n  

I d a h o  are moving out . Th i s  Pro j e c t  w i l l  not cure a l l  

o f  Idaho ' s  i l l s , but i t  w i l l  h e l p  to ma intain a s t a b l e  

w o r k  force i n  t h e  f u ture . 

The INEL is currently the N o .  4 indu s t ry i n  

Idaho . W i t h  the e x p a n s i on o f  t h e  S I S  at the I N E L ,  i t  

wou l d  p u t  about 4 5 0  construction people back to work . 

A l o t  of these people wou ld be back paying taxes a g a i n  

t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  unable to for two to four years . After 

c o n s t ruct ion when the SIS i s  i n  operation , approximat e l y  

1 3 3  Day 

4 0 0  permanent j obs wou l d  also be added to the t a x  bas e .  

I n  turn , there wou l d  b e  approximately 1 , 0 0 0  j obs i n  the 

s u rrounding towns to help s e r v i c e  the S I S  and those who 

work there . The taxes not o n l y  help a t  the local leve l ,  

but a l s o  other a re a s  o f  t h e  e n t i re State t h a t  a re h a v i ng 

hard t imes at presen t .  

Certa i n l y  no o n e  h e r e  tonight wants a 

n u c l e ar wa r ,  but our product ion capa c i ty for p l u tonium 

h a s  been reduced to a l evel that could s e r i o u s l y  a f f ect 

10 our abil ity to mainta i n  a nuc l e a r  d e t e r r e n t .  The S I S  2 . 2 . 2  
1 1  would u s e  a l a s e r  t e c h nology to p u r i f y  fuel grade 

12  pl utonium that the Department o f  Energy al ready owns . 

13 S I S  w i l l  p u r i fy mate r i a l  that c a nnot be u s e d ,  mak i ng it 

14 reusable and incre a s i ng i t s  v a l u e  many t imes over the 

16 i nvestment of the S I S . The l a s e r  i sotope separation 5 . 2 7 . 9 . 2  
16 t echnolog y ,  wh ich is t h e  heart of the S I S  proce s s ,  h a s  

17  enormous economic pote n t i a l  in a number of areas . 

18 Through the t r a n s f e r  of tech nology once 

19 f u l l y  deve loped , l a s e r  i s o tope s ep a r a t ion i s  the l e a s t  5 . 28 . 5  
� exp e n s i ve method for proce s s i ng fuel f o r  comme r c i a l  

21 nuc l e a r  power p l a n t s . The United S t a t e s  is not 

22 compe t i t ive in the nuclear fuel mark e t .  The S I S  wou l d  

n h e l p  the U . S .  to keep f rom depending on foreign count r i e  

� f or t h i s  fuel . The l a s e r technology , which w i l l  result 
5 . 2 7 . 9 . 3  

� f rom the S I S  f a c i l i t y  rese arch and operation , w i l l  make 
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an important contribution to i nd u s try and the med i c a l  

f i e l d . 

At the INEL , the s i te for S I S  i s  

n i n e  m i l e s  f r om the nearest INEL bound a r y .  There are 

no humans who r e s i d e  on the INEL a nd no pop u l a t i o n  

c e n te r  l arger t h a n  5 , 0 0 0  people that are l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  

a 3 7 - m i l e  r a d iu s .  The b u i l d i ng s  u s e d  for the p l u tonium 

proce s s i n g  f a c i l ity wou l d  be a Category 1 structure . 

Category 1 s tru ctures are those who s e  continued 

and /or opera b i l i t y  are e s s e n t i a l  t o  a c h i eve a n d  

a s a f e  cond i t i o n  d u r i ng an a c c i dent wh i c h  cou l d  r e s u l t  

i n  potent i a l l y  s i g n i f i c a nt o f f - s it e  expo s u r e . 

Al l p l u tonium proce s s i ng in the b u i l d i ng 

wou l d  be condu cted in g l ove boxe s .  Exh a u s t s  from the 

g love boxes would be p a s s e d  through three t e s t a b l e  h i g h  

e f f i c i ency p a r t i c u l a t e  a i r  f i l ters . Service waste 

water wou l d  comply w i th the current DOE orders . 

S o l i d  waste g e nerated as a r e s u l t  of S I S  

opera t i ons , wou l d  r e p r e s e n t  a sma l l  inc rement i n  t h e  

r e l a tion t o  the amount o f  those wastes currently 

genera ted a nd managed at the INEL. The e m i s s ions and 

e f f l uence res u l t i ng from SIS cons truction and operation 

wou l d  be within all app l i c able e n v i ronmental standard s .  

I t  wi l l  b e  u p  to a l l  the people involved 

i n  this P ro j ec t  - - this mea n s  management and worke r s  
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to s e e  that th i s  P r o j e c t  i s  carried out in a s a f e  Manne 

I d a ho needs p r o j e c t s  l ike this to s t a y  s tro 

The people need p r o j e c t s  l ike this so they can work and 

h o l d  t h e i r  h e a d s  h ig h .  What we do not need i s  people 

f rom other states coming i n to I d a h o ,  not p a y i ng taxes 

o r  h e l p ing w i t h  the econom y ,  and t e l l ing I d ah o a n s  what 

is good a nd bad f o r  u s . Thank you . 

THE HEARING O F F I C E R ;  The w r i t t e n  comments 

of Nick Day w i l l  be entered i n to the record as Exh i b i t  

Next Order No . 5 5  on the w i t ne s s  l i s t ,  

Doug Hunsak e r ,  Doug Hunsaker? 

(No r e s pons e . )  

THE HEARING OFFICE R ;  Order 5 6 ,  Bob Delong , 

Bob Delong? 

(No response . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R : Order 5 7 ,  P h i l i p  O .  

Oake s ,  P h i l i p  O .  Oak e s ?  

(No r e s pon se . )  

THE HEARING OFFICER : Order 5 8 ,  F r i t z  Z i l l ig ,  

F r i t z  Z i l l i g ?  

( No r e s po n se . )  
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THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order 5 9 ,  Ma rvin 

Sprabe rry , Marvin Spraberry? 

( No r e s pon se . )  

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  Order No . 6 0 ,  Bob 

Empey , Bob Emp e y ?  

( No r e s po n s e . )  

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  Order 6 1 ,  Carta Re al , 

Carta Rea l ?  

( NO r e spons e . )  

THE HEARING OFFICER : Order No . 6 2 ,  Norman 

Reno , Norman Reno ? 

( No r e s pons e . )  

THE HEARI NG O F F IC E R :  Order No . 6 3 ,  Leonard 

T. Comstock , Leonard T. �orns tock ? 

( No r e s ponse . )  

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  Order 6 4 ,  Jame s A .  

Harring ton , James A .  Harrington? 

( NO respons e . )  

THE HEARING OFFICER : S ixty- f i ve , Dor i s  
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1 5 1 4  

Ing ram , D o r i s  Ingram? 

( N o  r e s pons e . ) 

THE HEARING O F F I C E R ;  S i x t y- s ix , Ru s s e l l  

Bak e r ,  Ru s s e l l  Baker ? 

( No r e s ponse . )  

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  Order No . 6 7 ,  Mark 

Reed , Mark Re e d ?  

( N o  res pon s e . )  

T H E  HEARING O F F I C E R :  Order 6 8 ,  Jan Jen s e n , 

Jan J e n s e n ?  

( No res pon s e . )  

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  L a d i e s  and g en t l emen , 

i f  I C Q u i d  a s k  you to keep the e x i t s  c l ea r  in t h e  back . 

The f i re marshal is here today and complai ned to me 

t ho s e  were bl ocked at the l a s t  hearing . So if you 

wou l d  p l ea s e  take a s e a t  or s tay away f rom the e x i t  

d oo r s . 

M R .  PROXSA :  I ' m  t a k i ng Jan Jensen ' s  p l ac e .  

M y  name i s  Denn i s  Prok3�, a n d  m y  a d d r e s s  i s  5 1 9 2  W e s t  

O l d  H i g hway 9 1 ,  Poca tel l o .  I ' ve been a r e s i d e n t  t h e r e  

f or a b o u t  1 3  years . 
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What I ' m  going to do is do a demons t r a t i o n  

t o  demo n s trate e x a c t l y  t h e  n u c l e a r  f i r e  power t h a t  

e x i s t s  i n  t h i s  wor l d  at t h i s  time . T h i s  i s  a n  audio/ 

v i su a l  d e mo n s t r a t ion o f  the famous n u c l e a r  weapons 

c h ar t ,  commonly r e f erred to a s  the Dot Char t .  

Okay , t h i s  i s  a demo n s t r a t ion o f  the worl d ' s  

current f ir e  power a s  compared to the f ire power o f  

Wo rld War I I .  

Okay , now l e t  m e  say f i r s t  t h a t  to t a l l y  

t h e r e  are approx imately 1 8 , 0 0 0  megatons o f  n u c l e a r  f i r e  

power ex i s t i ng o n  t h e  p l a n e t  a t  t h i s  time , and i t ' s  

b a s i c a l l y  d i v i d e d  hal f and h a l f  between the U . S .  and 

t h e  U S S R .  Now t h a t  r e p r e s e n t s  three megatons , which i s  

a l l  o f  t h e  f ire power expended in Wor l d  War I I ,  okay ? 

T h a t  is n i n e  megatons of f i re powe r ,  and 

i t ' s  equ a l  to three Wor l d  War I I ' s  and n ine megatons i s  

e noug h t o  d e s troy o v e r  200  o f  t h e  Sovi e t ' s  l ar g e s t  c i t i e  

We h a v e  3 1  T r i d e n t  subma r i n e s  and ten P o l a r i s  subma r i ne 

that cont a i n  t h i s  amount of powe r .  

Now h e r e ' s  the f i r e  power o f  one Trident 

21 Okay , tha t ' s  2 4  megatons . I t ' s  equ a l  to 

22 Wor l d  War I I ' s  and enough f i r e  power to d e s troy 

� ma j o r  city i n  the Northern Hemi sphere , okay? 

24 Here is a f i r e  power required to d e s troy 

� t h e  l a rge a n d  med i um- s i z e d  c i t i e s  i n  t h e  whole world 
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okay ? That ' s  3 0 0  megaton s .  I t ' s  1 0 0  t imes the f i re 

p ower o f  Wo r l d  War I I ,  oka y ?  

N o w  here ' s  the remaining f i re powe r ,  which 

is shared between u s  and t h e  Soviet Union , b a s i c a l l y ,  

a n d  i t ' s  about 1 4 , 6 6 4  megatons , o k a y ?  

NOW , you k n o w  i t ' s b a s i c a l l y  o b v i o u s  w e  

d on ' t  need much more . I c a l c u l a t e d  t ha t ,  you know, a l l  

t h e  ma j or c i t i e s  and t h e  medium- s i z e d  c i t i e s  in the 

wor l d  can b e  totally a n i h i l a t e d  180 t i me s .  That wou l d  

b e  9 0  t im e s  f r om e a c h  s id e .  

NOW , you know, i t  seems t o  b e  a r e a l  w a s t e  

to go on a nd c reate m o r e  when we h a v e  p l enty r i ght now . 

The p l u tonium we have is more than adequ a t e .  

A l s o ,  what w e  have i s  recyc l a b l e  f o r  2 4 , 0 0 0  

yea rs , s o  even i f  w e  don ' t  u s e  i t ,  we can k e e p  up-

g ra d i n g  our weapons and make them really h igh tech . 

I ' m  not a g a i n s t  technology and the thi ngs 

that are g o i ng to s p i n  �ff o f  this P r o j ect , but I j u s t  

d on ' t  t h i n k  we n e e d  the P ro j ec t . Why not take t h a t  

� money and u s e  it a nd work on the s p i no f f s  r a t h e r  than 

21 t h e  ma i n  thing and maybe we ' d  be much further ahea d .  

n We c e r t a i n l y  wou l d n ' t  be in the - - the f a c t  we 

� be wa s t i ng time on something we d on ' t  nee d .  S o  now i s  

� the t i me to change t h e  course o f  this d e c ay i ng c i v i l i z a -

25 t i o n .  L e t ' s  u s e  some common s e n s e  a n d  i n t e l l i g ence to 
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c re a te emp l o yment opportu n i t i e s  that people c a n  be 

p roud o f .  

I t ' s  time t o  invest i n  the future of a l l  

Ame ricans rather than i n  t h e  paranoia o f  a few . So 

that ' s  the way I f ee l .  I a l s o  have wri��en test imony 

here f rom 11 other people that are opposed to the S I S ,  

a n d  I ' l l  le ave i t  w i t h  the Cha i rman here t o  put i nto 

the record . Ok ay , I ' l l l eave i t  h e r e . Thank you . 

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  T h e  wri tten tes t imony 

of D e n n i s  P roksa o f  Pocate l l o ,  I daho , w i l l  be marked a s  

E x h i b i t  No . 7 2 6 . The a dd i t i o n a l  w r i t t e n  comments we 

receive we ' l l mark �s e x h i b i t s  and read those i n to the 

r ecord a l it t l e  bit later in the h e a r i n g . 

Order No . 6 9 , Je s s i e  P rok s a , J e s s i e  P ro k s a ?  

MS . PROK S A :  M y  name i s  Je s s i e  Prok s a , a n d  

I l ive a t  5 1 9 2  we s t  Old H i g hway 9 1 ,  Poc a t e l l o ,  I d a ho . 

T h i s  i s  my i n d i v idual test imony . I think nuclear 

substances never should have been known to man . I a l s o  

19 f e e l  man h a s  b e e n  ag grava t i ng w i l de r ne s s  and the l a n d  

� various way s .  They have ove r hunted the a n ima l s , 

21 t r i l l ions o f  tree s , m i n e d ,  pol l u t e d  a i r ,  wate r ,  and 

n a n d  not to forget nuc l e a r  a c c i d e n t s . 

23 I don ' t  t h i n k  I daho s hould be s p o i l e d  by 

� ig norance o f  some of its own c i t i z e n s  by bu i l d i ng 

25 so-ca l l ed s a f e , money-mak i n g , j ob-producing p l u tonium 
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pl ant . 

If people a r e  so d e s p e ra t e , why ca n ' t  they 

t h i nk of more c re a t i ve and imag i na t ive way s to s u i t  

t h e  economy ' s  nee d s ?  

wh ere .  

I d no ' t  t h� nk the S I S  s h o u l d  b e  bu i l t  any-

T H E  H EARING O F F I C E R :  E x h i b i t  7 2 7  w i l l  be 

the written comm e n t s  of J e s s i e  Prok s a , Pocate l lo , I daho . 

We ' l l  move to Order No . 7 0 ,  F .  Robert 

Wetherbee , F. Robert Wetherbee ? 

( No respon s e . ) 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order No . 7 1 ,  Dave 

Ahrens , Dave Ahre n s ? 

( N o  respons e . ) 

THE HEARING O F F I C E R :  Order 7 2 ,  David ) 

Hammond , David Hammo n d ?  

( NQ respon s e . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order 7 3 ,  K e l l y  Norman 

22 K e l l y  Norman ?  

23 

( No response . )  
24 

25 THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order 7 4 , Jim Shane , 
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Jim S h a n e ?  

( No respons e . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Ord e r  7 5 ,  Kel ly 

Peterso n ,  Kelly Peterson ? 

( No respons e . )  

T H E  HEARING OFF ICER : Order 7 6 ,  Mar l i n  

H i l l ,  Marl i n  H i l l ?  

( No r e s pon s e . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  O r d e r  7 7 ,  D a l e  Dahl , 

D a l e  Da h l ?  

( No r e s pon se . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order 78 , G l en A .  

1 7  G l a n  A .  Schn e i d e r ?  

16  

( No respons e . )  
19 

20 THE HEARING OFFICER : Order 7 9 ,  Kent 

21 Kent M i s s e l d i n e ?  

22 

( No res pons e . )  
23 

24 THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order 8 0 ,  Bud Ing ram , 

25 I ngram? 

1 4 3  

Harold Kapp? 

Nick Lewi s ?  

10 

1 5 1 6  

( NO r e s pons e . )" 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order 8 1 ,  Harold Kapp , 

( N O  r e s pons e . ) 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order 8 2 ,  Nick Lew i s , 

( No r e s pon se . )  

THE H EARING OFFICE : Order 8 3 ,  Darrin 

1 1  Darrin Parke r ?  

1 2  

( No r e s pons e . )  
13 

14 THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order 8 4 ,  John R .  

1 5  Horan , John R .  Horan? 

16 MR. HORAN ; Mr. E i g u re n ,  John R. Horan , 

17 Coronado Street , Idaho Fa l l s ,  Idaho . I am a 

18 ret ired s pe c i a l i s t  in h e a l t h  protection for workers and 

19 environmen t .  I ' ve done t h i s  type o f  work f o r  3 8  

� I spent seven years in V i enna , Aus t r i a , as 

21 of the r a d i a t ion protection group for the I nter-

22 Atomic Energy Agen c y .  

23 Among my r e s pon s i b i l i t i e s  were the s a f e  

� regu l a t i ons for radio act ive mater i a l s ,  which 

� u sed wor l dwi d e .  Inciden t a l l y ,  I have spent 3 6  o f  
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my years i n  the S t a t e  o f  Idaho . I ' m  a c e r t i f ied health 

phys i c i s t ,  and current l y  I am P r e s i d e n t  o f  the Ame r i c a n  

�cad emy o f  H e a l t h  P h y s i c s . 

I have read t h e  e n t i r e  S I S  D r a f t  Environ-

mental a l l  3 5 0  pag e s . Ove r a l l  I have found 

i t  to be highly accurate and to o f f e r  a f a i r  comp a r i s o n  

o f  the f o u r  a l te r n a t i ve s . My compl iments to those 

i nd i v i d u a l s  invol ved . Your s t a tement i s  evidence o f  a 

very d i f f ic u l t  t a s k  we l l  done . 

As a private c i t i z e n ,  I support the con-

s truct ion and operation of t h e  SIS P r o j e c t  at any of 

t h e  t h ree loca tions . However , b e l i eve the s a f e s t  

a n d  most economic locat ion wou l d  b e  t h e  INEL , partly 

because o f  t h e  work e t h i c s  o f  the Idaho peopl e .  More 

s pec i f ic r e a s o n s  for endors ing the S I S  Proj e c t : 

F i r s t , the a d d i tion of t h e  S I S  to t h e  INEL 

i n  no way changes the m i s s i o n  o f  the ICPP as a produc-

tion f a c i l i t y . When b u i l t  in the early 1 9 5 0 ' s ,  and 

worked there o r i g i na l l y  i n  1 9 5 2 ,  the primary u s e  o f  its 

produc t ,  enriched Uranium 2 3 5 ,  was for j ace f l ux , the 

fuel f rom t h e  Hanford reactors for plutonium produc t i o n . 

Other byproducts were used f o r  weapons t e s t ing . 

L a d i e s  a n d  g e n t l emen , may I restate the 

budget breakdown for the INEL a s  presented a t  the 

opening s e s s io n  o f  this hearing by Cong res sman Richard 

1 4 5  Horan 

10 

S t a l l ings . The d e f e n s e  r e l a ted a c t i v i t i e s  of the I N EL 

were approx ima t e l y  8 0  percent in the 1 9 5 0 ' s ;  6 5  percent 

in the 1 9 6 0 ' s ;  a low o f  40 percent i n  the ' 7 0 ' s ;  and , 

about 5 5  percent c u r r e n t l y  i n  the ' 8 0 ' s .  

I wou l d  l ik e  to b r i e f l y  comment , a s  wel l ,  on 

two o f  the f a l l a c i e s  which some i nd i v i d u a l s  tonight have 

presented , a s  w e l l  as a t  o t h e r  h e a r i ng s .  

Fir s t ,  t h e  f o l k lore o f  plutonium tox i c i t y  

versus t h e  f act t h a t  a f te r  4 0  y e a r s  of e x t e n s ive 

experience in h a nd l ing plutonium by more than 3 0 , 0 0 0  

1 1  workers i n  t he U n i t e d  S t a te s ,  t h e r e  has been n o  e v i d e n c e  

1 2  o f  c a n c e r  f rom pl uton ium d e p o s i t e d  i n  any o f  the i r  

13 bod i e s . S i m i l a r  experience h a s  been reported by E n g l a nd 

14 France , a n d  t h e  U S S R .  

1 5  Second , t h e  myth t h a t  p l u tonium t r a n s port 

16 is u l s tr a - h a z a rdoUB versus t h e  f a c t  that not a s i ng l e  

1 7  i nd i v i d u a l  i n  the wor l d  - - and I repeat no one i n  

18  wo r l d  h a s  been k i l led or i n j ured a s  a r e s u l t  o f  

19 internal or external r a d i a t i o n  exposure caused by the 

20 a cc i d e n t  i nvol vement by an a c c i d e n t  i nv o l v i ng the 

21 trans port o f  any r a d i oa c t i v e  mate r ia l . Peop l e  who know 

22 the probl ems o f  h a z ardous material transpor t ,  l ike 

23 m y s e l f  a nd my w i f e , wou l d  much rather have p l u to n i um 

24 t ransport e d  p a s t  our home in I daho F a l l s  rather t h a n  

25 g a s o l i n e ,  p e s t i c i de s , c h l o r i n e  or mos t  other chem i c a l s .  
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I n  conc l u s i o n ,  I am convinced that the S I S  

c a n  b e  o perated in Idaho i n  a very s a f e  man ner , both i n  

t h e  working environment a s  we l l  as in t h e  pub l i c  environ 

ment e The Spec i a l  I sotope Separation P r o j e c t  i s  aptly 

named . I t  i s  i nd e e d  a s p e c i a l  P ro j ect for I daho . Thank 

you . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Thank yo� . We ' re now 

to Commenter N o .  8 5 ,  Judy Minsha l l .  

MS . MIN SHALL : My name i s  Judy Minshal l .  

r e s i d e  a t  1 7 8 3 South Old H ighway 9 1  i n  Inkom . I re-

quest that this - - I have l ived in Idaho for 22  yea r s . 

There s e emed to be many v a l i d  reasons for 

oppos i ng the SIS Pro j ect , e s p e c i a l l y  those concerning 

the l ack o f  need for more p lutonium and wor r i e s  about 

the s a f e t y  o f  the P r o j e c t . Howeve r ,  for me the bottom 

l i ne is that the S I S  shoul d  not be built because to do 

s o  wou l d  be immora l .  

I b e l i e ve the prod u c t i o n , stockp i l i ng , or 

use o f  nuc l e a r  weapons is h i g h l y  immora l ,  the u l t imate 

Nuc l e a r  s i n  a g a i n s t  God ' s  crea t i on and a l l  huma n i t y . 

war f a r e  threa t e n s  a l l  l i f e ,  not j u s t  the l i v e s  o f  

count r i e s  o f  t h e  comb a t a nt s . �  N u c l e a r  weapo n s  do not 

somehow become benign o r  l e s s  immo r a l  i f  they are 

merely used f o r  deterrents and not for act u a l  combat . 

The i r  mere e x i s tence cons t i tutes a form of terror i s m .  

1 4 7  Minsh a l l .  
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If a mad man hol d s  a l o a de d  revolver a g a i n s t  your 

head and threatens t o  k i l l  h im ,  w i l l  there b e  no h a rm 

d o ne i f  he never actu a l l y  p u l l s  the t r i g g e r ?  Of course 

not . The p sycho log i c a l  damage done to both you and 

your c h i l d  will be very obvious . In the same way , 

n u c l e a r  weapons u s e d  for deterrence o n l y  are f a r  f r om 

harml e s s . Fears of accidental d e tonation or having 

the weapon s i t e s  h i t  by a n  enemy f ir s t  s t r ike d e s troy 

or peace o f  mind and add to the national paranoia . 

The s o l e  purpose of the S I S  w i l l  be to 

p roduce p l utonium to be u se d  as t r ig g e r s  for nuclear 

weap o n s .  I f ind i t  very curious that some o f  the 

p roponents were s i t ing the S I S  in Idaho and admit to 

the inherent i�mora l i ty o f  nuc l e a r  weapon s ,  but say that 

15 if such weapons are to b e  bui l t ,  we might as we l l  

bene f i t  economic a l l y  from their p roduction . An examp l e  

17 

16 

19 

b � way of p a r a l l e l  " might cause some to be cons idere d .  

Mo st r e s idents o f  Southea st I d aho would agree that 

abortion and pornography are i��� r a l , even though with 

some r e s t r i c t i ons , both are p e r f e c t l y  l e g a l . S i nce 

21 those a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  go on anyway , sho u l d  the l o c a l  

2 2  Chamber o f  Commerce a c t i v e ly p romote I d a h o  as a center 

n f o r  the p o r nographic f i l� i nd u s t r y ?  Should we try to 

� become the abortion c a p i t a l  o f  the wor l d ?  I f  not , why 

� not? could it be that there is something more important 
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than the economy? Use the s ame log ic here . Nuc l e a r  

weapons and the i r  p r o d u c t i o �  p r o c e s s  can potentia l l y  

d e s t roy f a r  more l iv e s  t h a n  abortion , a n d  n u c l e a r  war 

is ce rta i n l y  the u l t imate pornography . 

The S I S  Pro j ec t  w i l l  cost an e s t imated 

one b i l l ion d o l l a r s  to cons truct and operate and w i l l  

p rovide a b o u t  4 0 0  j o b s  dur ing construction a n d  7 5 0  j ob s  

d u r i ng opera t i o n .  T h i s  works out t o  a c o s t  to taxpayers 

o f  about $ 1 0 9 , 0 0 0  to $ 1 6 7 , 0 0 0  per year f o r  each job 

p rovided . This is a moral i s s u e , a l s o . With our huge 

budget d e f i c i t s  and so ma ny social i l l s  b e i ng neg l ec t e d , 

s pend i ng that much ,money on some t h i ng that is not even 

needed is t o t a l  l u nacy . I f  th i s  Project were not be ing 

proposed for Idaho , wou l d  any o f  us want our tax money 

support ing it? We need to take off the economic b l inder 

a nd s ee clearly that t h i s  i s  a P r o j e c t  that shou l d  not 

b e  b u i l t . 

I p e r s o na l l y  am not competent to know whethe 

the conc l u s i o n s  drawn i n  the Draft Environme n t a l  

Sta tement are val i d  o r  not . Ne ither , I s u s p ec t ,  are 

21  the v a s t  ma j or i ty o f  those who w i l l  testify a t  the s e  

22 hearing s . Were a l l  the r e l ev a n t  factors taken i nto 

n account ? Are the computer mod e l s  correc t ?  Were any 

� m i s takes made i n  t h e  c a l c u l a t ions ? I ca n ' t  an swer tho s e  

� q u e s t i ons . I don ' t  bel i e v e  there is a ny reason to doubt 
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the compentency or hone s ty o f  those who developed the 

D EI S ,  but we need to be r e a l i s t i c  about the l im i t s  o f  

Environmental S t a teme n t s . 

The E r s  c a nn o t  guarantee t h a t  no m a j o r  

accident or contami n a t i o n  w i l l  occur at I NEL . T h o s e  

w h o  wrote the D E l S  u n d e r s tand tha t .  They k n o w  t h e y  a r e  

a b l e  to work o n l y  w i t h  probab i l i t i e s . T h e  q u e s t i o n  i s ,  

does the p u b l i c  u n d e r s t a n d  tha t ?  The q u e s t i o n  i s , what 

if the unthinkable h a p p e n s  and d e s p i te the odds a g a i n s t  

i t ,  there i s  ma j o r  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  v i t a l  Snake 

River Aqu i f e r ?  What if there i s  a ma j o r  nuc l e a r  reactor 

accident wh ich r e l e a s e s  deadly radioac t i v i t y ?  Or wh at 

i f  a highway a c c i dent somehow does spill radioactive 

feed mate r i a l  or wa s t e , will l e g a l  recourse r e a l l y  h e l p ?  

T h e  o d d s  t h a t  s u c h  t h i n g s  w i l l  happen are admi t te d l y  

sma l l ,  b u t  that ' s  a f a r  c r y  f rom s a y i n g  t h e y  w i l l  never 

happen .  

Some r i s k s  have t o  b e  take n .  I f  the S I S  

P r o j ect were a b s o l u t e l y  e s s e n t i a l  t o  o u r  n a t ional 

� i f  there were n o  s a f e r  p l a c e  for t h e  f a c i l ity 

21 be bui l t ,  i f  we cou l d  a f f o rd the b i l l io n  dollar price 

n and i f  the n u c l ear we apons were n o t  so i nherently 

23 immora l ,  then there wou l d  be r e a s o n  to i g nore the r i s k s  

� build the f a c i l ity a t  I N E L .  None o f  the se s u p p o s i -

� has been proven , and I b e l i e ve that they are a l l  
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f a l s e . Therefore , I t h i nk t h e  r i s k s  do not j u s t i f y  

b U i l d i ng t h e  S I S  i n  Idaho , a n d  I urge you t o  rej e c t  

p l a n  and t a k e  the No Action Option o n  t h i s  i s sue . Thank 

you . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  We ' re at O r d e r  No . 86  

on the comrne n t e r  sched u l e ,  S h a r o n  Palme r ?  

P l e a s e  s tate y o u r  n amel s i r .  

MR . WILBUR: M y  name i s  Dave L .  W i l bu r ,  and 

I am a s tudent at R i c k s  C o l l ege i n  Rexburg , Idaho . My 

a d d r e s s  is 4 8 0  South F i r s t  Wes t ,  Apartment No . 1 1 0 .  

Before I s t a r t  wha t  I ' ve got p l a n n e d ,  s i tt in 

back there I s ee n  some s t u f f  and how everyone ' s  talk i ng 

about s a f e t y , and everyone i s  t a l k i n g  about , you know , 

how i t ' s  n o t  going to happe n ,  there ' s  no chance of i t ,  

what i s  S D I  f o r ?  One o f  t h e  b ig g e s t  r e a s o n s  for SO! 

i s  s t r a t e g i c  defense i n i t i a t i v e  or S t a r  Wa rs , i s  the 

fact that a nuclear bomb , n o t  just the Ru s s i a n s . They 

know i t ' s  f a l s e  that the Ru s s i a n s  s e nd over t h e i r  bombs , 

when we can k nock o u t  9 0  percent of them and we ' re s t i l l  

g o i ng t o  g e t  b lown u � ,  b u t  o n e  o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  th ings 

they ' ve promo ted is the fact there can be a c c i d e nt s ,  

a nd tha t ' s  why t h e y  want i t . 

Another t h i n g  I ' d  l i k e  to p o i n t  o u t  i s  

Mr . Prok s a , h i s  - - I l i ked h i s  thing w i t h  the BB ' s .  

I w i s h  I had thought o f  tha t ,  and i t  wa s a r e a l l y  good 

1 5 1  W i l b u r  
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demon strat ion . It wa s - - you remember how many BB ' s  

those wer e ,  that was a l s o  1 9 8 4  Sources there . There ' s  

p robably around 2 4 , 0 0 0  megatons which is 2 4  t r i l l ion 

ton s ,  which goes o f f  i nto piles you don ' t  even want to 

mess w i t h .  

The y o u t h  are t h e  l eaders o f  the future . 

This is something t h a t  every pol i t i c i a n  who h a s  had 

a nything a t  all to do w i t h  e d u c a t i on h a s  probably u s e d  

i n  o n e  campa i g n  s peech o r  anoth e r .  There i s  n o  d i s -

c repancy at a l l  a s  to i t s  a c c u rac y .  I t  i s  obvious l �' 

tru e .  It is s ometh i n g  - - i t  i s  a l s o  somet h i n g  that 

s hould be kept close i n  m i n d  w i t h  the ever-growing 

nuclear stock p i l es . 

The S p e c i a l  I s otope S e p a r a t ion P r o j e c t  i s ,  

i n  most peop l e ' s  mind s ,  a good thing . And i t  c a n  be a 

good thing , except f or the f ac t  t h a t  i t s  purpos e ,  i n  

t ru t h ,  i s  t o  a i d  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  n u c l e a r  weapons . 

I realize the importance of 'a s trong n u c l e a r  d e f e ns e ,  

which w i l l  mutu a l l y  a s s u re d e s t ru c t i o n , k e e p  t h i n g s  

quite u n d e r  control , a n d  t h e  need for n u c l e a r  - _ for 

technolog ical superior i t y .  B u t  w h y  do w e  need more 

weapons grade p l u tonium is beyond me . We a l ready got 

a s u f f icient amou n t ,  if not too muc h ,  a l ready . It i s  

24 u n derstand i ng we h a v e  more t h a n  enough we apons to 

25 d e s t roy the world s e v e r a l  t i m e s  ove r .  
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I n  1 9 8 4  we had i n  our a r s e n a l s ,  as M r .  

d emonstra t ion , 1 4 , 0 0 0  warhead s .  That was j u s t  u s ,  

warheads - with the f ir e  power of 8 0 . 4  t r i l l io n  tons o f  

TNT , p l u s  more t h a n  1 , 0 0 0  wa rheads w e r e  added each yea r .  

Th a t ' s  th ree warheads a day . 

Now between the U n i ted S t a t e s  and the Soviet 

Union, there ' s  approx ima t e l y  2 4 , 0 0 0  megatons or 24 

t r i l l i on tons o f  TNT i n  the form o �  n u c l e a r  weapons . 

The people of the U n i t ed S t a t e s  are more or 

l es s  programmed to bel ieve that t h e  Soviet Union i s  

some b i g  ug l y  mon s t e r  j u s t  wa i t i ng f o r  a c h a nc e  t o  

d e s troy u s ,  a n d  t h e  s ame thing is happening over there . 

They think we ' r e a f t e r  them. Our two governme nts keep 

us u nder this impres s i o n ,  mos t l y  by not educ a t i ng us 

on the s i tuation . The s ame proc e s s  a pp l i e s  in r e l a t i o n  

to t h e  S I S  s i tuation . In f a c t , would you people l i ke 

to help us make nuc l ea r  weapons for a f ew yea r s ?  

don ' t  t h i nk I ' d  w a n t  to b e  too e n t hus i a s t i c  about i t .  

I n stead o f  b e i ng told outr ight wh a t  the 

s tory i s ,  Idahoans a r e  told the S I S  will g i v e  them j obs , 

money , and l a s e r  techno l og y .  Th i s  is tru e ,  and there 

a r e  s p i no f f  technolog i e s , a l s o , b u t  the real o b j e c t i v e  

i s  b e i n g  covered up , o r  a t  l e a s t  n o t  g iven a f r a c t i o n  

o f  the pub l ic i ty that i t  shou l d  g e t . Th i s  ob j ec t ive 

is to p u r i f y  deadly p l utonium f o r  more n u c l e a r  
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I t ' s  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  of keep i ng people ignorant i s  

deceptive a n d  a l so u s ed by tyrant a f t e r  tyrant through 

the course o f  h i s to r y . 

S I S  w i l l  a l so be making t h i n g s  worse a t  

the n a t iona l l e ve l .  And t h i s  i s  where o u t  o f  s ta t e r s  _ 

I ' m  f rom W a s h i ngto n ,  incidenta l l y , where t h ey have 

right next to the N Reactor that j u s t  got shut down , 

I w a s  in Kennewick . Th i s  is where o u t  of s ta t e r s  come 

f rom. 

We cou ld get - - we c o u l d  be mak i ng a 

n u c l e a r  power reactor or some t h i ng e l s e  that wo uld do 

someth i n g  produ c t i v e  for our country a nd our wo r l d .  

The Spec i a l  I s otope Separ a t i o n  P ro j e c t  wi l l  o n l y  b e  

d e s tructive and u n n e c e s s a r y  d e f en s e  s p e n d i ng w i l l  o n l y  

b o o s t  t h e  n a t i on a l  d e f i c i t . When we c a n  des troy every 

m a j o r  c i ty in the wo rld with two subma r i n e s  wh ich are 

v i rtu a l l y  undetectable by the U S S R ,  then I see nothing 

b u t  wasted money i n  mak i ng more p l utonium f o r  weapons . 

To q u o t e  Winston Chur c h i l � , " A f t e r  a cert a i n  p o i n t ,  

� more bombs w i l l  o n l y  make the rubble bounce . "  

21 I f  a weapon becomes o b s o l e t e ,  take the 

22 p l utonium out o f  i t  and put i t  i n  an upda ted weapon , 

n i t  is a l ie to s a y  t h a t  we need more p l ut o n i um 

� f o r  the newer upgraded weapons that we a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  

� P l u to n i um h a s  a h a l f  l i f e  of 2 4 , 4 0 0  yea r s , 
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a lot longer than a l l  of us wi l l  l iv e ,  so it isn ' t  

g o i ng to g o  bad on u s . I ' m  1 8  years o l d ,  and by mos t  

peopl e ,  I g u e s s  I would be categori zed as a youth . So 

accor d i ng to today ' s  leaders , myself and those in my 

peer g roup are the l eaders of the future . I know 

m ys e l f  a nd I know my friends . I represent them when 

I say that the l eaders of  today may want to boost the 

national debt and see their const ituency and push our 

worl d  towards nuclear war , but we ' l l have no part o f  i t .  

We , t h e  l eaders o f  tomorrow , don ' t  want their guns , 

m i s s i l es , and war s . 

THE HEARING OFF ICE R :  W e  w i l l  mark Exh ibit 

a s  the written comments o f  David L .  Wilbu r .  

We ' re going to take a f i ve-minute recess 

to a l l ow the Court Reporter to change paper.  We I l l be 

back i n  f ive minutes . 

(A brief  recess wa s taken . )  

THE HEARING OFFICER;  I ' d  l ike to corne back 

to order , a t  this poi n t ,  if I cou l d .  During t h e  recess 

a number o f  you a sked me what we l re going to do i n  terms 

o f  those who are on the l i s t  but out of  the room when 

I c a l l ed their name . I t  would be my i ntent at the point 

in t ime we reach the end of  the pre-regi stered s peakers , 

I wil l  a s k  for anyone who i s  here that has pre-regi s tere 

1 5 5  Wilbur 

1 5 1 9  

that h a s  a comment to step f orward , and I wi l l  do the 

s ame thing at the end of  the list of those who 

to commen t  at l a s t  Friday ' s  hearing . 

Now l et ' s  return to the pre-reg istered 

commenter l i s t ,  and now at Order No . 8 7 ,  Boon 

Boon Phomboutdy? 

(No respons e . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order No . 8 8 ,  Jerome 

10  L. Lange , Jerome L. Lang e ?  Please g ive your name and 

1 1  a ddress  for the record . 

12 MR. ANDERSON : My name i s  Jack Anderson.  

13 I res ide at 1 8 0  North Morning s ide Drive , Idaho Fal l s ,  

l '  Idaho . 

15 I wish to speak merely as a c i t i z e n  of Idaho 

16 Fa l l s . I r i se to speak in support of the Spec i a l  

17 Separation Pro j ect and the desirabil ity of  it 

18 located at the INEL Site in Eastern Idaho . 

19 My mot ives for doing so are not uns e l f i s h .  

� s tem largely f rom my s i ncere concern over the state 

21 the economy i n  Southea s t  Idaho . I f ind the predic-

n that without SIS  our economy w i l l  stagnate a very 

23 pos s ib i l i t y .  Without S I S ,  t h e  forecasts a r e  quite 

2. r i m .  Unemployment i s  already al armingl y  high in  the 

25 rea ,  comme rce i s  s l uggis h , retail s a l e s  o n  the down S idel, 
1 5 6  Anderson 
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bus i ness f a i lures the past two years are up , hou s i ng 

s ta rts are down with l it t l e  prospect on the horizon o f  

any meani ng f ul infus ion . 

A l s o ,  on the s e l f i s h  side I 'am excited over 

the prospect of  i ntroducing a new technology at INEL on 

a broad s c a l e . Hop e f u l l y , this i ntroduction will ex-

tend i nto the surrounding communities and serve as  

stimu l i  for expansion of  educational f a c i l i t ie s ,  

g enerating a renewed demand f o r  spinoff  i ndustries i n  

creat ing add itional opportu n i t i e s  f o r  brand new 

i ndustries . I have no doubt the AVL I S  process w i l l  

d raw n a t i o n a l  attention o f  an unexpected magnitude to 

the area it is a s s igned . 

Aga i n ,  f rom a s e l f i s h  standpoint I ' m very 

concerned about safety a t  INEL and w i l l  always support 

the most str ingent s a f eguards humanly possible . 

I am f irmly in accord with those that demand 

awareness and f u l l  d i sclosure of  any and all incidents 

even s l ightly j eopard i z ing the health and safety of  

workers and c i t i z ens a l ike , s imilarly with any negative 

e f f ects on the environment or the ecology . 

While I am adamant in my concern for safety , 

I am a l so r e l atively confident in the Department of  

Energy ' s  commitments to sa f e ty and health standards i n  

the h i story of  t h e i r  performance which exceeds national 
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1 2  

1 3  
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averages ,  and I t h i nk stands excel lent . 

This , though , does not mean that I would 

tolerate any relaxation o f  external pressures to main-

tain absolute sa fety consc iousne s s .  I compl iment those 

that involve themse lves to ensure for all of  us  that 

awareness . 

I do f i nd ,  however , that it seems very 

logical at this poi n t  to me that the S I S  Proj e c t ,  which 

does not i nvolve the pl acement of  a nuclear reactor, and 

i n  fact, by its b u i l d i ng b locks concep t ,  avoids the 

building o f  addit ional reactors with the s imple add i t ion 

o f  component s .  I believe that p rovides a s a f e r  ex-

pans ion at the I NEL than many expansions i n  the p a s t .  

Also , let ' s  n o t  forget t o  cons ider t h e  extreme l y  valuabl 

16 potential of advancing medical sc ience , which t h i s  type 

18 o f  l aser technology provoca tively promi ses . Th i s ,  of  

1 7  cours e ,  w i l l  occur regardless of  the s i te selected , but 

18 what a boost this  w i l l  mean to the area where i t  occurs . 

19 Foremost , I bel ieve we mu s t  accept the 

� reality of the duty DOE has been ass igned by the 

21 Congress of  the U n i ted States to develop and mainta i n  

2 2  capabil ity to produce all nuclear material requi red 

23 f or the defense programs of the nation . view the 

24 SIS Proj ect as one o f  the more des irable and more 

� of the many poss i b i l it i e s  to be s ituated in 
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Southea s t  I daho . 

In conc l u s i o n ,  I suppose I must adm i t  the 

s eparation o f  the p lutonium i sotope results i n  developin 

weapon grade p lutonium , which certainly relates to 

d e f ens e .  But i f  this  i s  a s  close to defense and weaponry 

a s  INEL becomes , then p l e a s e  excu se me if I f a i l  to 

p rotest and ins tead vi gorou sly encourage its placement 

t n our midst in anticipation of  a renewed vita l i ty and 

some real prom i s e  of  a s u sta i ned growth i n  our economy . 

Thank you for a ffording me the opportunity 

to express my concerns and explore my expectations of  

t h i s  �rnportant issue,  and I j o i n  with you in  the hope 

that t e s t imony from the pub l i c  sector w i l l  have some 

i n f luence on the eventual d e c i s i o n .  

T H E  HEARING OFF ICER : The wr!tten comments 

o f  Jack Anderson will be included in  the reco�d as 

Ex h i b i t  7 3 4 .  

Order No . 8 9 ,  Pam F l e i schma n n ,  

M R .  FLEI SCHMANN : The se a r e  t h e  written 

comments o f  Pam Fl eischma n n .  My name i s  Gary F l e i s -

chmann , and I res ide a t  1 3 5 0  Bower Drive , I d a h o  Fa l l s , 

Idaho , 8 3 4 0 4 .  have l ived and worked i n  Idaho for 

most of  my l i f e .  My paternal great-grandparents were 

mar r ied at Coeur d ' Alene in what was then Idaho territor 

My maternal great-grandparents carne to Almo , A- l -m-o , 

1 5 9  Fleischmann 

10 

Idaho via wagon . My fami l y  has been part of  Idaho 

ever s ince . I ' m now rais ing my ch ildren in Idaho . 

hope and tru s t  that they w i l l  be able to raise their 

c h i ldren in Idaho . 

For the pa st several weeks I have carefully 

considered what I cou l d  o f f er to these hearings that 

woul d  be of  value i n  the decis ion-making proce s s .  After 

hearing many of  the speakers , it is  apparent that not 

everyone has l imited their testimony to the s u b j ect at 

hand . There are four areas that I feel qual i f ied to 

11 comment on : Safety , l i f esty l e ,  j obs and the f uture . 

12 For the past 3 5  years , my family has been 

13  a s sociated with the INEL as employees or doing business  

14  the INEL . More than anything e l s e ,  the s a f ety 

15  performance ha s been in proces s .  Procedures have been 

16  i n  place for years that revi ew on a daily basis the 

1 7  s a f ety aspects of  work . Furthe r ,  the work is monitored 

18 regularly by prof e s s iona l sa fety representative s .  The 

19 results of t h i s  emphasis  on s a f ety is a superior sa fety 

� not only for the I NEL , but a l s o  for most of the 

21 that do bus iness w ith the INEL . The safety 

n record at the INEL to me i s  more meaningful  than the 

n rhetoric that we have heard so much of  late l y .  

� More spec i f i c a l l y ,  p l u tonium, u n l ike some 

� hazardous mate rial s  such a s  l e a d ,  PCB ' s , asbestos , 
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and DDT i s  and has always been recognized and handled 

as a hazardous mate r i a l . Knowing up f ront the nature 

o f  plutonium , the INEL has proven over many years i ts 

a b i l ity to hand le it in a s a f e  and e f f i c i ent mann e r .  

T h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  who suggest as t h e y  move to 

I d aho that the border be f e nced behind them to keep 

others out and thus maintain Idaho ' s  outdoor l i f e s tyle . 

Frank l y ,  if it were p o s s ib l e ,  a lot of us might buy into 

that concept . Howeve r ,  it doesn ' t  work that way _ 

P rogress - - or if you prefer to c a l l  it something e l s e  

s imply cannot b e  stopped . T h o s e  w h o  try , w i l l  perhaps 

e n j oy a few smal l  victories , will not preva il  • .  History 

has repeatedly proven t hi s ,  yet it  is  important to note 

that this Proj ect has l i ttle , if any , potenti a l  impact 

on our l if e s tyle . The new jobs created by the S I S  

Project w i l l  l ikely o n l y  serve t o  replace those losts 

due to proj ects or jobs that end i n  the interim . 

Era , Mart i n ,  Custer , Cedarv i l l e ,  Caribou 

C i t y ,  Bay Horse ,  Alder City, Bona n z a ,  C l i f f s ,  White 

ro Knob , Muldoon , Galena . These were once thriving 

21 communities in Southeas t  Idaho . They no longer ex i s t . 

22 The reason is not that the mining upon wh ich they 

� depended was a dangerous occupation - - it was and s t i l l  

� is more dangerous than the nuclear industry - - but 

� not the reason . Nor is the reason that the residents 
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f e l t  the need to protect their l i festyle or their 

env ironment . Nor is the rea son that the ore ran o u t .  

There ' s  p l e n t y  o f  it out t h e r e  i f  you c a n  af ford to 

extract i t .  T h e  reason is  s imply that t h e  economy 

could not support the jobs . 

The economy of Idaho Fal l s , and in a l arger 

sense all of  Idaho , i s  tied to the INEL . Without con-

t inuing projects , our economy will not support jobs - -

p e rhaps your j ob .  No , the l ack of the S I S  alone won ' t  

make Idaho Fal l s  a ghost town . Y e t ,  without continuing 

p ro j ec t s ,  Idaho Fal l s  and Idaho surely will s u f f e r . 

And that s u f f e r i ng will  a ff e c t  everyone through loss of  

revenu e ,  educational opportu n i t i e s , employment oppor-

tunities , b u s i ne s s ,  et cetera . 

It was reported on the radio last week that 

an A l l ied Van L�nes survey of  i nterstate moves i nvolving 

I daho s how that 62 percent of the fami l ie s  mov i ng i n  

1 9 8 7  were mov ing out of  Idaho . That is the third h ighes 

out-bound percentage i n  the nat i o n ,  which means l e s s  

ro f ami l ies are buying grocer ies , buying c l o th ing , pay i ng 

21 s a l e s  tax and pay ing property tax than j u s t  one year 

22 ago . Idaho is al ready having problems maki ng ends meet . 

� r es idents to share the load doesn ' t  hel p ,  and 

� Idaho must reverse this trend . 

25 Some have suggested that short-term j ob s ,  
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such a s  those created by the S I S  Proj e c t ,  are of  l ittle 

value . I wou l d  counter that for the construct ion 

i ndus try and the re search/development indus try , short 

pro j ects are the l i f e  blood . 

Over i t s  h i s tory , the INEL h a s  had a variety 

o f  m i s sions , i nc lud i ng m i l itary , most o ften several at 

the s ame t ime . Each of  these have been succ e s s f u l l y  

accomp l i s h e d .  It i s  time to a d d  another mis s ion , 

s pec i f i c a l l y  the S I S  w i th i t s  l aser technolog y .  This 

new m i s s ion , a long with l ik e l y  fol low-on projects will 

l ead u s  into the next century . 

The S I S  pro j ect w i l l  provide Idaho with 

opportuni t i e s , opportu n ities to p lay an important vital 

and patriotic role i n  our national defense , opportu n i tie 

for much needed j obs , opportu n i t i e s  to enhance the 

economy and in turn do a better job o f  mee ting the 

edu cation a l ,  social , and i nf rastructure needs of  Idaho . 

I ,  as one Idahoan say yes to S I S . 

THE HEARING OFF ICER:  Gary F l e i schmann has 

� provided the written comments to u s  both for h i m s e l f  

2 1  w e l l  a s  h i s  w i f e . Pame la F l e i schmann ' s  comments w i l l  

22 be Exh i b i t  7 3 5  and Gary F l e i schmann ' s  comments w i l l  be 

n Exh i b i t  7 3 6 , both reside in Idaho Fa l l s .  

24 We �ove to the next witne s s  orde r ,  which 

� Order No . 9 0 ,  Jay D .  Beas ley , J a y  D .  Bea s l e y ?  
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( No response . )  

THE HEARING OFFICER:  Order 9 1 ,  Ru s s e l l  

Lewi s , Ru s s e l l  Lewi s ?  

( No r e s ponse . )  

THE HEARING OFFI C E R :  9 2 , M i c h e l l e  Mogol i c h ,  

M i c h e l l e  Mogol i c h ?  

(No respons e . )  

THE HEARING OFF ICER : Order 9 3 ,  Maurene 

F i nne rty , Maurene F i nnerty ? 

( No r e s ponse . )  

THE HEARING OFFICER : Order 9 4 , C h r i s topher 

T. Winte r ,  Chri stopher T. Winter . I understand t h i s  

i nd iv idual w i l l  subm i t  Mr . Winter ' s  written comments 

for the record and w i l l  read w i l l iam Hogan ' s  com�ents . 

18 Mr . Hog an was scheduled to t e s t i f y  e a r l i e r  and cannot 

19 b e  h er e .  

20 MS . B U RKE : My name i s  Linda Burk e ,  and I 

21 res ide at 2 4 5  South Seventh Avenue in Pocatel l o ,  and 

22 I w i l l  s ubmit Christopher T. Winter I s test imony in 

n writing o f  Pocate l l o ,  and I am reading the t e s t imony of  

� W i l l iam Hogan , 5 2 7  south Twe l f th Avenu e ,  Pocatel l o ,  

25 " I  oppose the deployment of  S I S  in  
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Idaho on moral and human itarian grounds .  T h i s  h a s  been 

a decade of awareness a�ong thought ful people and con-

cerned l eaders of the crime that has been committed 

against the f uture of mank ind in an attempt to obtain 

nuc lear supremacy _  

" T h i s  i s  a decade when no American c i t i zen 

can c l a im ignorance o f  the real and ever-present threat 

of a war that in moments could alter forever the destiny 

o f  mank ind . 

" Leaders from many nations are staking the i r  

pol itical  futures on nuc lear arms reductions , wh i l e  we 

in  Southeast I daho appear about to loot the horne o f  our 

c h i ldren becaus e  s omeone else has opened the door . 

" I  w i l l  l eave it to the experts to debate 

the environMental , economic , and m i l i tary impact o f  the 

SIS on Southeast Idaho and , i ndeed , on the entire 

country . But I see no moral or phys ical longevity for 

a commun i ty that i s  wi l l i ng to base i t s  economic g rowth 

on weapons o f  mass destruct ion . 

"On careful cons iderat ion , I hope we w i l l  

n o t  reach w i t h  greedy hands into t h e  f uture o f  mank ind , 

but w i l l  choose to carefully close another door on the 

n ightmare of nuc l e a r  des truction . S incere l y , W i l l iam E .  

Hogan , pediatrician . "  

THE HEARING OFFICER : The written 

1 6 5  Burke 
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o f  D r .  Will iam E .  Hogan o f  Pocate l l o  w i l l  be entered 

i nto the record as Exh ib i t7 3 7 .  

The written comments o f  Chri stopher T .  

Winter o f  Poca tel l o , Idaho , are entered into the record 

a s  Exhibit 7 3 8 .  

Next schedu l ed commenter i s  Lee Gagner , 

Lee Gagner ?  

M R .  GAGN E R :  M y  name i s  L e e  Gagne r .  

reside a t  2 5 5 5  F i e l d stream Lane , here i n  Idaho Fa l l s . 

10 1 1 m here t h i s  evening to represent two group s ,  two local 

groups , the f ir s t  being the realtor group in the Eastern 

12 part of the State of I d a h o .  I happen to be the E a s t  

13 District Vice P r e s i dent , which represents approxima tely 

14 3 7 3  realtors . Norma l l y ,  you �ight say real tors are 

16 for economic development . Economic development is the 

16  i ssue I w i l l  speak on tonig h t .  1 1 m  not an expert o r  do 

17 I know whether the need is there , whether the technology 

18 is there fbr those i s s ue s . So my area is strictly the 

,. area of economic deve l o pme n t .  

20 When we f irst looked at t h i s  issue , we were 

21 very concerned about whether or not the safety o f  the 

n of Eastern Idaho had been s tu d ied adequatel y .  

23 For this reaso n ,  we brought numerous speakers into our 

� to determine whether or not we saw any k ind of a 

� safety Concern . After giv ing and hear ing presentations 
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by knowl edgeable i nd ividua l s , we determined that the 

worst case s cenarios presented did not present sa fety 

hazard s  that caused us any concern . Curren t l y  we have 

a surplus of homes on the market i n  Eastern Idaho in 

a lmos t  all of the areas in Eastern Idaho and could 

accommodate any construction crews or permanent employee 

that woul d  come here . 

We b e l i eve the Project s i ted at the INEL 

wou l d  be good for the g rowth o f  Eastern Idaho . The 

$ 5 0 5  m i l l ion fac i l i ty w i l l  add s tabil ity and growth to 

our comm u n i t y .  One only has to look a t  c it i e s  l ike 

Seattle during the l a s t  Boeing s lump and the tri-c ities  

with the N Reactor shutting down to see what could 

happen to communities who fail to d i vers i f y .  

As a r e s u l t l  t h e  Real tors Association o f  

Eastern I d a h o  sees no problem and w i s h e s  to endorse and 

s upport the S I S .  

The second organiza tion I represent i s  the 

Idaho Innovation Center . The Idaho Innova t ion Center 

� i s  a 2 4 -month o l d  sma l l  business incubator s e t  up in 

21 the area o f  Idaho Fa l l s  to support the ni ne-county 

22 a rea immed iately around Idaho Fal l s . 

23 As many of you probably know , the contractor 

24 a t  the S ite have a federal mandate to tran s f er technolog 

to the private sector . This incubator center i s  
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accompl ishing that very ably w i th f ive good s triv i ng 

bus inesses at the cente r ,  at t h i s  point two have gone 

nat ional with thei r  products within the last six months . 

We know that i f  we get s p i n o f f  technology 

from the AVLI S  technology and laser from the system, 

that o f  the businesses we set up i n  Idaho Fal l s ,  8 0  

percent will stay in Idaho Fal l s .  Tha t ' s  a s t a t i s t ic 

we ' ve seen happen nat ionwide . 

The cent e r ,  over the next f ive years , w i l l  

create 5 0 0  n e w  j obs . Tha t ' s  not a p i e  in the sky f igur 

s omebody pulled out o f  the a i r .  I t ' �  f igures for j o b s  

we feel w e  can p r e t t y  m u c h  guarantee to the C i ty a n d  to 

the area o f  Eastern Idaho . 

We bel ieve t h i s  f igure wou l d  be 

i ncreased with the potential of future laser 

For t h i s  reason , we strongly s u pport the location o f  

the S I S  a t  the INEL . 

5 . 2 7 . 9 . 2 

1 . 1  

Idaho i s  an export state unfortunate l y .  5 . 2 7 . 4 . 5  
the people we ' re exporting . I s a y ,  l et ' s  keep the 

peopl e 

Idah o .  

bring people i n  and keep t h e  people here i n  

T H E  HEARING OFFICER:  The  written statement 

n o f  Lee Gagner i s  incl uded as Exhib i t  7 3 9 .  

24 Order N o .  9 6 ,  Inez Valentine • 

25 MR . REALE : H e y ,  i t ' s  about time . Yes , yes , 

1 6 8  Gagner 

2

3

4

5

8

7

8

9

10

18

25

s

3

1

2

3

4

5

7

8

19

substantial y

applicatio s.

It's



U'1 
... 
"""-l 

2 . 7 . 8  

10 

1 1  

1 2  

13  

14 

15  

16  

17  

16 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

S I S .  AKA, toxic avenger , 61  on your l i s t .  Let ' s  hear 

i t  for those SIS people ,  come on, yes ,  yes .  

Gee s , what happened to the crowd that was 

here last week ? I ' m d i s i l lus ioned . Where did everybody 

go? They didn ' t  even leave me my s i g n .  

All ' s  I got to say i s  yes ,  yes , S I S .  Ye s ,  

there ' s  too �any o f  u s .  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  We need your name 

and address for the record , s i r .  

M R .  REAL E :  Toxic Aveng e r ,  born out of  the 

d esert of  Idaho . 

I daho . 

Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFFICER : I need you r name • 

M R .  REAL E :  At the end . Idaho, Idaho, 

THE HEARING OFFICER : Give me your addres s .  

I t ' s  about time you showed up . 

M R .  REALE :  As I was say ing , there is too 

many of us , too many of u s , too many of u s .  Let ' s  have 

a war so you can all d i e .  Le t ' s  have a war ,  we could 

a l l  use the pay . Let ' s  have a war,  we need the space . 

L et ' s  have a war , to clean out this p l ac e .  There ' s  too 

many of u s , there ' s  too many o f  u s , there ' s  too many of  

u s .  Let ' s  have a war to j ack up the Dow Jones .  Le t ' s  

� h ave a war,  it can s tart here in Idaho . Let ' s  have a 

25 w a r ,  we ' re l ike rats in a cag e .  There ' s  too many of  u s , 
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there ' s  too many o f  u s , i t ' s a l ready s tarted , suburbia 

w i l l  be just as easy a s  a place to start . Let ' s  have a 

w ar , s e l l  the r ig h t s  to the networks . Let ' s  have a 

w a r ,  l e t  the mothers get fat l ike l a s t  t ime . Le t ' s  

h ave a war ,  g ive guns to the queer s .  Let ' s  have a wa r ,  

the enemy i s  with i n .  Yes , yes , S I S .  

And a s  a l a s t  a fterthoug h t ,  something we 

w i l l  a l l  see , wherever you a r e ,  s a f e  in your m i l l ion-

d o l l a r  she l t e r ,  not so safe in your bargain basement 

basement , toasting your host i n  your host area or 

j u s t  p l a in napping , you got to admi t ,  t h i s  is  it.  I n  

o n e  mome n t ,  t h e  comb ined 3 0-year i nvestments of  the 

world ' s  l argest econom i e s ,  something to the tune of 

$ 7 0 0  t r i l l ion goes up in smoke . And l ike a l l  that i s  

b e s t  i n  o u r  c u l t u r e ,  the moment that h a s  obses sed the 

world for a lmost two generations is compu teri z ed and 

over i n  a f l as h .  At the very least , it is d i f ferent .  

I t  break s that d u l l  gray rou tine once and for a l l . 

No more wonde r i ng . No more waiting . No 

drudge ry , no more samene s s . Good-bye mortgage s ,  good-

bye boss . So long to commuting , a ssembly l ines , f inal s ,  

homework , washing up . The o l d  day in day out i s  ove r .  

TGI D ,  I say . Thank God i t ' s  doomsday . 

Si ncere l y ,  Carta Real e ,  AKA Toxi c  Aveng e r .  

I wish the r e a l  o n e  c o u l d  have b e e n  h e r e  in m y  plac� , 
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P .  O .  Box 8 5 6 1 , I S U ,  Poca t e l l o ,  Idaho . And some 

r idiculous people from Pocat e l l o  gave me t h i s  thing 

here . I t  has a l l  these laws and legal pos i t i on s .  You 

have to get rid o f  a l l  these treaties so  we can have 

what need , Borne revita l i z a t ion o f  my energy _ 

THE HEARING OFFICER: Exhibi t  7 4 0  will b e  

t he w r i t t e n  comments o f  Carta Real e ,  a n d  i ncluded i n  

the record . No further commen t .  

Could w e  a s k  those o f  y o u  a t  t h e  doors to 

p le a s e  s t e p  away? The f i re marshal has requested we 

k eep the e x i t  clear . Folks ,  please keep the exits  

i n  the ba ck . Thank you . 

We ' l l  move onto Order N o .  9 6 ,  Inez  

( NO response . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order 9 7 ,  Gary 

T r i p l e t t ?  

(NO r e s ponse . )  

THE HEARING OFFIC E R ;  Order 9 8 ,  Rita Bybee , 

R i ta Bybee ? 

(NO re sponse . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order N o .  9 9 ,  Randy 

Norman ,  Randy Norman ?  

1 7 1  Rea l e  
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THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  No . 1 0 0 ,  Phy l l i s  

Rus s e l l .  

MR . TURN E R :  My name i s  Kay Turner , I am 

f rom Pocate l l o ,  I daho , and I ' m going to be submit t i ng 

the tes timony o f T�resa M. Kaufma n n ,  9 4 5  West Lewi s ,  

Pocate l l o , Idaho , and I am presenting the testimony o f  

Frederick F .  Bel z e r , 9 4 5  W e s t  Lewis i n  Pocate l l o .  

" I ' m w r i t i ng i n  response t o  the Department 

of Energ y ' s  request for local c it i z e n  input on the 

10 proposed S I S  Proj ect a t  the INEL . 

" " I  urge you to con s i der the No Action 

12 Alternative on thi s  Project . 

13 " I t  is clear that the short and long-term 

14 e f fects , poten t i a l  economic bene f i t  to 

15 reg i o n ,  and t h e  e nhanceme nt o f  o u r  national s e c u r i t  

16 not been s u f f iciently explored a t  t h i s  poi n t . The 

17 consequences o f  a hasty s ta rt-up o f  thi s  Pro j ec 

18 l ater aba ndonment are obviou s . Thank you . "  

19 THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  We w i l l  i nc lude in 

� record a s  Exhib i t  No . 741 the wri tten comments of 

21 heresa Kau f�ann , R . N . , from Pocatel l o ,  I daho ; and , 

22 x h i b i t  7 4 2  are the wri tten comments o f  Frederick F .  

23 e l z e r ,  a ttorney a t  l a w ,  f r om Pocate l l o ,  I daho . 

2. Order N o .  1 0 1 ,  Gerald Jayn e .  

25 M R .  JAYNE : I am Gerald Jayne , 1 5 6 8  Lola 

1 7 2 Turner 
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clear

Valentine "It is clear that the short and long-term

14 environmental effects, potential economic benefit to

15 this region, and the enhancement of our national securit

m have not been sufficiently explored at this point.

17 negative consequences of a hasty start-up of this Projec

and

the record as Exhibit No. 741 the written comments of
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S treet , Idaho Fal l s .  I have worked a t  the INEL for 2 5  

years a s  a computer programme r ,  primarily  o n  the reactor 

saf ety programs . 

I have three points about the D r a f t  E I S  for 

the S I S ,  three concerns . One i s  the increased m i l i tary 

p resence a t  the INEL which bothers �e . I t ' s  been my 

perc eption,  at least s i nce I ' ve been h e r e ,  that the 

primary empha s i s  at the INEL has been on peaceful u s e s  

o f  resea rch rela t i ve to nuclear energ y .  T h e  S I S  wou l d  

represent a rather drama tic change in  t h a t  m i s s i o n .  T h i  

bothers me . 

Unfortunate l y ,  u nder the Reagan 

our Depa rtment o f  Energy h a s  dem i l itarized itsel f .  

I n  1 9 8 1 ,  3 8  percent o f  DOE ' s  budget was f or mi l i tary 

p rograms . Now it is 60 perce n t ,  whi l e  c i v i l ian energy 

p rograms have shrunk from 5 7  percent to 35 percen t .  T h i s  

was in t h e  U . S .  News and W o r l d  articl e ,  September 

2 9 ,  1 9 8 6 ,  e n t i t led "The DOE , the Pen tagon ' s  Adopted 

L i t t l e  Brother " .  

Another point which I ' m not clear on , I 

couldn ' t  f i nd a reference to in the D E I S  i s  what happens 

a fter the s even or e ight years worth of input of 

plutonium for the S I S  is  u sed u p ?  f e a r  there m a y  be 

tempta t ion to lobby the Congress to change the l aw which 

� would then per�it s pent fuel  f rom c i v i l ian nuc lear 

1 7 3  Jayne 

10 

1 1  

reactors to be processed . I th ink t h i s  would be a 

terrible mistak e .  

F o r  nearly f o u r  decade s ,  there ' s  been a 

del iberate and wide separation of c i v i l ian and mil itary 

nuclear programs . I f  the U n i ted S tates were to turn 

i ts commercial nuclear powe r plants i nto weapons 

factorie s ,  i t  woul d  probably be f o llowed suit by other 

nations , which woul d  create an even more unstable world 

s ituation , not to mention also creating more pub l i c  

unacceptance o f  commerc i a l  nuc lear energ i e s . 

My t h i rd poi n t , which is probably the most 

12 important one , I don ' t  th ink the need f o r  the S I S  i s  

13  demonstrated at all i n  the S I S . The nElS talks about 

14 the Nuclear Weapon Stockp i l e  Memorandum, which is 

1. developed annu a l l y  by the DOE and the D e partmen t  o f  

16  Defense , upon which they base their need for fund i ng 

17 and for pro j ec t s  for the coming years . The DEIS says 

18 that the need for mater i a l  i d e n t i f ied pursuant to the 

19 memo i nvolves various a s pects of national security and 

20 policy and i s  beyond the scope o f  i t s  Environmental 

21 Sta teme n t .  The memo is c l a s s i f i ed ,  secret and 

22 restricted . 

4 . 1  

23 But th i s  need is not beyond the scope . I t '  4 .  1 5 .  1 
� at the very heart of the i s s u e .  Do we need the in-

� creased weapons grade p lutonium production capacity ? 
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important one, I don't think the need for the SIS is

demonstrated at all in the SIS. The DEIS talks about

the Nuclear Weapon Stockpile Memorandum, which is

Defense, upon which they base their need for funding

and for projects for the coming years. The DEIS says

that the need for material identified pursuant to the

memo involves various aspects of national security and

policy and is beyond the scope of its Environmental 

Impact Statement. The memo is classified, secret and

But this need is not beyond the scope. It's

at the very heart of the issue. Do we need the in-

creased weapons grade plutonium production capacity?
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The E r s  says that weapons grade plutonium can s t i l l  be 

produced by blending and by recycl ing p l u tonium from 

o bs ol ete nuclear weapon s , warheads , but that the S I S  

wou ld provide more f l ex i b i l ity a n d  for more r a p i d  i n -

c r e a s e  i n  output desired . 

It appears that the S I S  does not represent 

'so much a national need a s  i t  does a part o f  the 

Pentago n ' s  w i s h  l is t .  The argument i s  some times made , 

as in t h i s  cas e ,  that the governmen t  has al ready de-

c ided to take s ome action and that one should not 

question that dec i s io n .  But this at ti tude is unworthy 

of any adult who cares enough about his country to try 

to make the government work better . It is a vestage 

of the qua i nt notion that the K i ng can do no wron g .  

T h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  Congress i s  s t i l l  fond of t h e  pork 

ba rre l .  Congress often does f u nd projects  proposed by 

the Execu t ive Branch , even poor ones .  And j u s t  consider 

what the execu t ive is proposing i n  th i s  c a s e .  

My oomments h e r e  are n o t  derogatory toward 

i ndividu a l s  in  t he DOE , a lot of them are f i ne peop l e .  

I t ' s  j u s t  t h e  way t h e  s ystem works . W e  have two l arge 

f ederal agencies which typ i c a l l y  s y nc to max imize their 

budget s ,  both are l argely occupied with weapons 

developmen t  and production . They currently advise the 

P re s ident who loves new weapons systems and technologies 
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The Pres ident refers to a National Security Counc i l , wh 

i s  b i g  also on both weapons and secret operation s .  

T o  top a l l  th i s  o f f , the Weapons Stock p i l e  

Memorandum i s  c l a s s i f i ed as  secre t .  I t ' s  the very 

b a s i s  upon which they c l a im they need the S I S .  Are we 

to expect - - a re we expected to accept this  c l a im 

w ithout question? Somebody has to be kidding . 

In summary , the D r a ft  EIS  does not show a 

need for the S I S ,  and indeed , I bel ieve the S I S  wou l d  

probably b e  counter-productive r a t h e r  t h a n  conduc ive 

to peace ef forts .  Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Exhibit 7 4 3  in the 

record wi ll  be the comments o f  Jerry Jayne . 

Order 1 0 2 ,  Hol l y  DuPon t ,  H o l l y  DuPont?  

( No respons e . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  1 0 3 ,  Frank Adams , Frank 

18 Adams ? 

19 
(No  respons e . )  

20 

21 

Rowe? 

THE HEARING OFFI C E R :  1 0 4 ,  Mike Rowe , Mike 

23 
(No  respons e . ) 

24 

25 THE HEARING OFF ICE R:  1 0 5 ,  Kelly Ray? 
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Larry Asay o f  Blackfoot , Idaho , w i l l  sub-

s titute for K e l l y  Ray .  

LARRY ASAY : I hope the audience w i l l  bear 

w i th me , t h i s  i s  my first pub l i c  s peak i ng debu t .  I ' m 

Larry Asay , I ' m  from 1 0 9  South F i s he r ,  B l ackfoo t ,  Idaho . 

I ' m a third generation Idahoan and proud to l ive in th i s  

beaut i f u l  State . I ' ve a lway s  enj oyed our mounta i n s , 

r i vers , and lake s . Because of this love of nature , 

I ' ve been interes ted in d i f ferent environmental i s sues 

i n  our country . 

Thi s  is why I am supporting the S I S  Proj ect 

a t  the I NEL S i te .  I f eel the N Reac tor a t  Hanford wou ld 

need a very extensive overhaul and upgrading to ever 

b e  environmentally s a f e  a f ter 30 years o f  operation . 

The S I S  w i l l  enable us the technology to c l ean up DOE 

owned p l utonium more s a fe l y ,  s ecurel y ,  and economica l l y  

than w e  do now . 

By being able to clean up the plutonium we 

a l ready have , we won ' t  have to produce more plutonium, 

and we all k now that the less p l utonium we have in our 

21 s tockpi l e s ,  the better o f f  for the envi ronmen t .  

22 The S I S  technology of recyc l i ng nuc lear 

n fue l s  w i l l  conserve our natural resources , reduce the 

� output o f  nuclear was t e ,  and w i l l  make us independent 

� fore ign sources o f  uran ium . In f a c t ,  it may make it  

1 7 7  Asay 

unnecessary to mine additional uranium i n  this country , 

which woul d  h e l p  preserve our ecology . 

The S I S  f a c i l ity wou l d  a l s o  be a b l e  to 

accomp l i s h  its purpose in a safer and cheaper way than 

a reactor would , s ince the proc e s s  doesn ' t  involve 

nuclear reaction .  

am , however ,  not a t  a l l  i n  favor o f  nucl e a  

weapons . A n d  t h e  thought o f  a n u c l e a r  holocaust 

m e .  It  s e ems , thoug h ,  t h a t  f o r  now it i s  a nece s sary 

10 e v i l  to pre serve our s trength u n t i l  an  arms agreement 

1 1  can be reached . I don ' t  think the Rus s ians would have 

12 

13 

14 

15 

18 

17 

c ome to the bargaining table over nuc lear m i s s i l e s  i n  

Europe i f  it  wasn ' t  f o r  u s  putting Persian m i s s i l e s  o n  

t h e i r  back doors tep.  

The S I S  would be a much needed part o f  t h i s  

s t rong defense wh i l e  a l s o  b r inging needed j ob s  to t h e  

INEL S i te .  Th i s  Project woul d  a l s o  bring some o f  the 

18 and latest technology to Idaho . The laser 

19 technology which w i l l  result from the res earch and 

� operation o f  th i s  f a c i l ity w i l l  make an important contri 

2 1  to  med i cal  breakthroughs . It would a l so 

22 f ar-reaching national i nterest and regional 

n opportu n i t i e s  f o r  our generat ion and future generat ions . 

24 Some peopl e ,  however ,  say how u n s a f e  the 

� i ndustry i s  i n  this country . But i n  my 16 years 

1 7 8  Asay 

3 . 4  

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 3  

5 . 2 7 . 9 . 1  

5 . 24 . 2 3 

2

3

4

5

7

13

of

177

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

13

19

best

bution

generate

nuclear

terrifi•s



(J'I 
(J'I 
N 

5 . 2 4 . 30 

10 

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

16  

18 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

of help i ng to build nuclear related f a c i l i t i e s  at the 

INEL, I h ave f ound it j u s t  the oppos ite . It is one o f  

t h e  s a f e s t  and environmenta l l y  conscious i ndustries i n  

Southeas tern Idaho . 

In c l o s in g ,  I woul d  l ike to say that I do 

need the work in t h i s  a r e a ,  bu t I wou ld be more than 

h appy to g ive it all up if we were ever able to achieve 

a nuclear d i s armament worldwide . 

And I s e e  I got some t ime l e f t ,  and I heard 

the gentleman talk about the watch that he had and how 

they wou ld n ' t  a l low h im i n  at We s t inghouse .  Right now , 

I ' m  work ing at We s t i nghouse . We ' re working in a piping 

tunnel there , �nd i n  that piping tunnel there ' s  pressure 

r e l ie f  pip ing f o r  their reactor a t  AI-W.  And i n  that 

tunne l ,  there i s  radioac tive gas i n  there . And they 

have to vent i t  out o f  that tunne l .  That radioactive 

gas i s  coming f rom radon coming out o f  the cemen t .  I f  

I was wo rking down a t  FMC i n  Pocate l lo , they wou ldn ' t  

monitor i t  a s  c l o s e l y  a s  they do out there . That ' s  why 

f e e l  that work i ng at the INEL , I feel  safer  there than 

do a t  home with my k id s . 

And s peaking o f  k ids , I should have brought 

23 down . I d idn ' t  know we were going to have the 

� with the B B ' s  and the guy in the tu t u .  

� wou ld be the f irst ones if we had foreigners on our 

1 7 9 Asay 

10 

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

1 8  

1 7  

18  

19 

1 5 2 7  

shores trying t o  take u s  ove r ,  they wou l d  b e  the f i r s t  

o n e s  running t o  t h e i r  government a n d  a sk ing them f o r  

p rotection f o r  the ir right s .  That · s  why w e  need a 

s trong defense in t h i s  n a t i o n .  Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R ;  Once again wou l d  

remind t h o s e  at the doors to p l e a s e  step away f rom t h e  

e x i t s  in t h e  bac k .  T h e  f i re marshal a s ked m e  to keep 

our doors c l e a r .  

W itness Order 1 0 6 , John Thayne Howe , John 

Thayne Howe ? 

( No response . )  

THE HEARING OFF ICER:  Order N o .  1 0 7 , Jim 

Cahoon , Jim Cahoon? 

(No response . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order No . 1 0 8 , 

M r .  Max Lapiol i .  

MR . LAP I OL I : My name is Max Lapiol i .  

W reside at Route 1 ,  Box 2 7 4 -M in Rigby , Idah o ,  Mr . Chair 

21 and f e l l ow Idahoans and others . I ' d  l ike to thank 

22 you for a f fording me t h i s  opportunity to s peak . Bear 

2 3  with me . I f ee l  I can speak here tonight on beha l f  o f  

� l abor in  the community and other concerned 

� Idahoans that want to see the SIS Proj ec t  b u i l  
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right here in Southeast Idaho at the I N E L .  

I a �  n o t  a n a t ive Idahoan , bu t I a m  a f u 1 1 -

time Idahoan . Unl ike some o f  our h i g h  prof i l e  opponents 

here , I l ive , wor k ,  and pay taxes in Idah o .  

One of the reasons I moved here about f ive 

years ago was because o f  the beauty o f  the State anr 

the environment here that seems such as a concern the 

SIS  w i l l  injure,  and I don ' t  b e l i eve the SIS  w i l l  

this env i ronme n t  that I moved here to be a part o f .  

Frankly ,  when I carne here I d i d  not know 

1 1  much at all  about the " S i te " ,  and the words - nu c l ea r ,  

12 isotope , radiation and plutonium" did concern me . In 

13 Apr.il of ' 8 4 ,  I went to work out at the S i t e  for the 

14 f irst t ime , and I tave worked there since . 

15 The construction contractor I work f o r  gets 

16 i nvolved quite a b i t  in decontamination e f forts i n  

17  conj unction with the constru c t ion proc e s s e s .. After 

18 b e i ng trained by the operating contractor out there and 

19 s tudying the procedures and understanding the l imits 

� forth by t he Federa l  Government and EG&G at the 

21 I feel  real confident out there .. I am a qual i f ied 

22  rad iation worker .. 

� I feel  real confident that the safeguard s ,  

u envi ronmenta l l y  and health-wise , are extremel y  good 

25 and I h ave no more concerns about working out there i n  
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the nuclear environment at the INEL .. 

The INEL and our local contractors and 

organ i zations ' s a f e ty records are exce l l ent and speak 

f or thems elve s . 

l i d  l ike to echo a s t a tement I h eard the 

Mayor of Idaho F a l l s  make at the Yes , Yes , SIS Ral ly 

a couple weeks ago ,  where he s a i d : 

"We a l l  hope and we ' re a l l  working for the 

day where we won ' t  need bomb s ,  weapon s ,  tank s ,  m i s s i l e s , 

submarines , bombers and the l ike .. Peace would be great 

without a threat o f  foreign insurrection , b u t  that day 

i s  not here yet .. And a g ood defense is a g reat deterre 

to the pos s ib i l ity of f o re ign i n surgence . "  

we ' ve heard q u i t e  a b i t  about the concerns 

o f  the tran s portat i on probl ems f rom the oppos i t i o n .  Th 

INEL is the preferred s ite by DOE for the S I S  Pro j ect , 

and if it d i d  get the Pro j e c t ,  maybe it woul d  go to 

our neighbor Washingto n .  The transporta tion problem 

is  it  mag ica l l y  going to g o  a round Idaho? We are s t i l l  

� a storage fac i l i ty out there a t  INEL and w i l l  continue 

21 to h ave radioac t i ve s h i pments in the State . Maybe s ome 

n of the oppos ition ' s  tunnel - v i s ioned e f forts could be 

� better spent trying to improve our h ighways around the 

U State , wh ich woul d  a l s o  improve an al ready g reat s a f e t y  

� record in the radiation s h i pments .. 
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SIS will injure, and I don't believe the SIS will threat n 
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much at all about the "Site", and the words "nuclear,

April of '84, I went to work out at the Site for the

first time, and Ihmvm worked there since.

involved quite a bit in decontamination efforts in

conjunction with the construction Processes.

being trained by the operating contractor out there and

studying the procedures and understanding the limits

set forth by the Federal Government and EG8G at the

Site, I feel real confident out there. I am a qualified

I feel real confident that the safeguards,

both environmentally and health-wise, are extremely good

and I have no more concerns about working out there in
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The S I S  w i l l  ref ine p lutonium to a wea pons 

g rade fue l ,  but only from the anti S I S  people have I 

heard the mention of a " bomb f a.ctory!' • 

I respect our oppos i t ion ' s  right to the i r  

opi n i on a n d  woul dn ' t  it be great i f  the movie stars and 

the rich out o f  s taters by the way , I bel ieve 

they ' re about the only ones that can af ford to ski 

Sun Valley anymore - - wouldn ' t  i t  be great i f  those 

people who c arne here once or twice a year during the 

10 w inter could support Idaho ' s  economy ? I wouldn ' t  mind 

1 1  s itting a t  horne . B u t  they can ' t  do it,  and there ' s  a 

12 lot more to Idaho than tourism in Sun Val ley . 

13 In c l o s i ng , I bel ieve if this were an 

14 unwise o r  dangerous P r o j e c t ,  that the ma j o r i ty o f  our 

15 e lected o f f i c i a l s  and pol i t i c i a n s  wou l d  not so strongly 

16 support i t .  I f  a ma jority o f  these pol i t i c ians con-

17  s t i tuents were not i n  favor of  the Proj ect , the 

16 p o l i t i c i a n s  wou l d  not so strongly pl edge the ir support . 

19 They need to be re-elected . 

Sma l l  special i ntere s t  groups such as 

21 S nake River All iance are very wel l  organized and very 

n vocal , but a re very sma l l  minority . We have here i n  

23 Southeast I daho at the I NEL the f a c i l ity , the 

� the people and the safety record to bui l d  the S I S  Pro j ec 

25 Idaho needs the I NEL ; Idaho needs j o b s ; and , 

1 8 3  Lapiol i 
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Idaho needs and wants the S I S . Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFF ICER:  The writ ten c omments 

o f  Max Lap i o l i  w i l l  be included i n  the record a s  

Exhibit No . 7 4 5 .  

W e  now advance t o  the next witne s s , wh ich 

is 1 0 9 , Mike The i r i n g ,  Mike Theiring7  

substitu ting for Mike Thei ring is  Katherine 

Daley . 

MS . DALE Y :  Katherine Dal e y ,  1 1 3 0  East 

Bonnevil l e ,  Poca tell o ,  Idaho . And I ' m  presenting the 

testimony of Nancy Coates I 3 0 7  North Buchanan I 

Idaho.  She addre s s e s  this letter to Mr. N i c hol s :  

" In regards to the Special I sotope Separatio 

Proj ect , I am i n  full support of  the No Act ion Alter-

15 nativ e .  

1 6  " There s e ems to b e  many d i f ferent arguments 

17  both for and against the SIS P roj ect , the goal o f  which 

18 is to provide weapon grade p l u tonium for use in nucl ear 

19 weapons . 

20 " I  agree w i th the arguments I have heard 

21 in opposition to the P ro j ec t ,  i . e . , the question of 

22 need for additional weapon g rade plutonium when there 

n to be plent y ,  p o s s i b l e  catastroph i c  environmenta 

� damage during transportation of the plu tonium and 

� s torage of the was t e ,  the negative p s ycholog i c a l  and 
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testimony of Nancy Coates, 307 North Buchanan, Pocatello

in opposition to the Project, i.e., the question of

need for additional weapon grade plutonium when there

appears to be plenty, possible catastrophic environmenta

damage during transportation of the plutonium and

storage of the waste, the negative psychological and
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soc i a l  impacts of nucl ear weapons product ion in a 

community and g loba l l y ,  and the short- term economic 

boom a nd b u s t  impact . But I guess my bottom l ine is  

that I do not support any project that w i l l  create 

add i t ional nuclear bombs or components thereof . 

The only pro j ec t  that I wou ld support in 

regard to nuclear weaponry would be the d i smantl ement 

of any and all warheads as long a s  that process was 

done with the proper s a f eguards . S incerely , Nancy 

Coate s . "  

THE HEARING OFFIC E R :  The written comments 

of Nancy Coates of  Pocatel l o ,  Idaho, w i l l  be included 

i n  the record a s  Exhibit 7 4 6 .  

At th i s  p o i n t ,  l a d i e s  and gentlemen, i t ' s  

getting close to 1 0 : 0 0 .  One thing I ' d  l ike t o  do i s ,  

i f  there are any i ndividu a l s  here who have written 

comments that don ' t  i ntend to s tay and present them 

ora l l y ,  we w i l l  rece ive them for the record at t h i s  

point . Is there a nyone in that categor y ?  

In addi tion to tha t ,  I ' ve b e e n  i n formed t h a t  

we ' ve h a d  t w o  individuals  w h o  h a d  pre-reg i s tered to 

n t h i s  a fternoon that didn ' t  have an opportunity 

n to do tha t .  We actually c l osed the record about 4 : 0 0 ,  

� because no one was here at that point . 

25 I ' l l c a l l  their names at this point to a l l ow 
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them to tes t i f y :  Brent J .  Buescher, fol lowed by 

Brian O l s e n .  

Give your name , please , a n d  address f o r  

the record . 

M R .  BUESCHER:  Hel l o ,  my name is Brent 

Buesch e r .  I reside a t  330 Hardy Drive i n  Idaho Fal l s .  

I ' m  a s tudent a t  Idaho Fa l l s  H igh School . I ' m very 

pleased to have the opportunity to talk to you tonight . 

We ' ve been told repeatedly that the d ec i s ion to build 

nuc lear weapons i s  not ours to mak e ,  and we should 

therefore take the carrot that ' s  been dangled before us 

and al low the National Eng i ne e r ing Laboratory to become 

the location for pluton ium separation p l ant . 

I personal l y  have a prob l em with the name 

S I S .  I t  s e ems too we l l  s u i ted t o  s e l l  the idea o f  a 

f a c i l it y  that , in f a c t , wou l d  se rve o n l y  to a l l ow our 

m i l itary to b u i l d  a s  many nuclear weapons a s  i t  w i s h e d .  

N o t i c e  t h a t  the words "weapons grade 

p l utonium" does not occur anywhere i n  the nam e ,  Special 

20 I sotope Separation Proj ect . It sounds j u s t  l ike any 

21 other pro j e c t  out a t  the S ite . 

22 am f u l l y  aware that defense pro j ects have 

n been and are located a t  the INEL , and I have no probl em 

24 with tha t .  B u t  t o  m y  knowledg e ,  the INEL h a s  never been 

� the location of a f a c i l ity tha t ,  l ike the S I S ,  would 
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form a l ink in the chain of the produGt ion of nuclear 

weapons . I f  we a l low defense proj ects at the INEL to 

serve a s  a precedent for the S I S ,  then I ask f o r  what 

will the SIS serve as a precede n t ?  

I ' m f u l l y  aware a n d  e v e n  agree w i t h  the 

rat ionale for �aintai n ing an arsenal o f  nuc l ear weapons . 

Certainly in the p as t ,  appe a s ement has led to war .  

Howev e r ,  when these argument s ,  wnich are good arguments , 

are used to j us t i f y  the S I S ,  they f a l l on one important 

10 poi nt . We not o n l y  have enough warheads to provide a 

11 we a l s o  have not yet been told that current 

12 are i n s u f f icient to provide the plutonium 

13 we need to maintain tha t .  In fac t ,  the documents 

14 supposedly prov i d e  this are c l a s s i f ied , and unt i l  

1 5  Department of D e f ense bureaucrat has the decency to 

18 u s  e x a c t l y  w h y  t h e  S I S  i s  being bui l t ,  I cannot 

1 7  the Proj ect and w i l l  not support its  l ocation in 

18 

19 I agree w i th the proponents of the S I S  that 

� probably wou l d  not prov i d e  a s i g n i f icant environ-

21 ental haz ard , and I a l s o  f urther agree with i t s  

n that it woul d  probab l y  provide a certain 

� o f  money to t h e  economy o f  Idaho . But i t ' s  t ime 

� Idaho looks beyond the l imited provincial scope o f  

� and decides whether we w i l l  al low ourselves to be 

1 B 7  Buescher 

1 5 3 0  

accompl ices i n  the prepa rations o f  our mil i tary for 

world des truction . 

Idaho does not need the S I S .  There is no 

economic bene f i t  to be ga ined from the S I S  that Idaho 

cannot achieve for themse lves wi thout the a i d  of the 

Federal Government . 

An economy created by federal funding o f  

any k i nd i s  a f a l s e  economy . We h e r e  in Idaho need 

to invest our time and resources i n  enterprises that 

10 w i l l  succeed with or without federal support . We do not 

" need a p l utonium plant in Idaho , and we are in a 

1 2  to d e c id e .  Thank you . 

13 THE HEARING OFFICER : Another ind ividual 

14 who regi stered to t e s t i f y  in the af ternoon sess ion i s  

1 5  Brian Olsen Bri an  Mul l i n ,  I ' m sorry . 

16  MR . MULL I N :  For the record , my name i s  

17 Brian Mul l i n ,  and I reside at 6 8 6  Eleventh Street , Idaho 

18 F a l l s ,  I daho . 

19 do not support the bui l d ing , presence , or 

W u s e  of nuclear weapons . However , I support the S I S .  

2 1  The DOE , which is respon s i b l e  f o r  the production and 

n mai ntenance of plutonium, has decided in whatever 

� w i s dom that it may have that an increase in plutonium 

� i � neces s ary for the d e f ense of the United State s .  

25 No one i n  this  room can truly refute tha t ,  

1 B B  Mul l i n  
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f o r  none of  u s  have seen the c l a s s i f ied document which 

that informa t ion l i e s  i n .  So i n  fact,  we must base our 

d i s c u s s ion today on that principle and on the fact that 

the DOE has decided that an increase i n  weapons g rade 

plutonium is necessary _ 

The S I S  is the best means to the d e s i red 

end. I t  i s  the s a f e s t ,  most s a n i tary , and mos t  e f f icien 

means by which to produce weapons grade plutonium.  Othe 

methods do e x is t ,  such a s  the new production reactor 

which could be bui l t ,  however the use of  the new produc-

tion reactor woul d  requ ire strip  min ing , proces s i ng ,  

ref ining and f inally ,  the transportation of  uranium , a l l  

o f  wh i c h  woul d  p o s e  some r i s k  to the h e a l t h  o f  soc i e ty 

and the - - I ' m sorry , the other opt ion is the re-

ope n i ng of  the N Reactor a t  the Hanford S i t e .  Howeve r ,  

r e a l i z ing that t h e  N Reactor was not closed because the 

un ited State s  did not need an increase i n  plutonium,  

or d i d  not need the pluton ium that i t  produced . 

The N Reac tor was c losed because it was no 

� longer s a f e  for operation because it had been in 

2'  for close to 5 0  years . 

22 Now considering that some means i s  necessary 

23 to produce a greater supply of plutonium, and considerin 

� that some type of plant i s  going to be constructed 

25 somewhere,  s houldn ' t  that plant be constructed a t  the 

1 8 9  Mul l i n  

safest  national laboratory ?  T h e  national laboratory 

w i t h  one of  the s a f es t ,  with one o f  the best records of 

safety in  the country ? The answer i s  yes .  The s i te i s  

the INEL . 

Some of the environmental i s t s  present at 

today ' s  hearing are against the construction o f  the S I S  

a t  t h e  INEL s imply because t h e  S I S  i s  a defense-related 

proj ect . And they don ' t  want to see the INEL become a 

defense-related national l a b .  However8  rea l i z e  that 

' 0  there are already several pro j ec t s  r e l ated to national 

" defense , one of which i n c l udes plutonium , speci f ic a l l y  

' 2  CCP . 

'3 The environmen t a l i s t s  are actua l l y  not 

'4 against the S I S  be ing b u i l t  a t  the INEL because i t  i s  

'5 d e f ense-rel ated , but are against  the S I S  being b u i l t  

'8 because i t  i s  nuclear rel ated . 

' 7  I f  we al low t h e s e  environmental i s t s  to 

'8 d ic tate the ends of  our country and where our country is 

'9 g o i ng ,  we would never have expanded f rom ocean to ocean , 

� and we woul d  s t i l l  be l iv i ng i n  a s tate close  to the 

21 d ark age s , crammed into the 13 o r i g i n a l  colonies which 

22  we began as . 

23 Our country welcomes development .  The C i ty 

24 o f  Idaho F a l l s  depends on development for i t s  economy . 

25 The S I S  is one of s uch developments . I t  is new technolo 
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which our community depends o n ,  so most of a l l ,  the 

SIS i s  an  add i t io n  to the economy o f  Idaho and o f  Idaho 

Fa l l s . 

The S I S  w i l l  provide j obs for construction 

compan i e s  a nd thereby provide j obs for construction 

workers . The SIS w i l l  b r i ng i n  750 new workers to run 

t h e  plant . The increase in population w i l l  provide a 

l arger tax base to support educat i o n ,  which the State 

needs so  much , and other improvements to the State wh ich 

we c he r i s h .  

Some form o f  p l u tonium producing plant w i l l  

b e  b u i l t  somewh e r e .  A r e  we going to allow the t a x  

dollars  a n d  i ncome o f  7 5 0  people to go to some other 

s ta t e ?  Are we g o i ng to a l low those tax dollars to 

s upport schoo l s  i n  another s tate ? Are we going to a l l ow 

the minds o f  those 7 5 0  educated people to make contri-

but ions to some other s ta t e ?  Are we going to a l low a 

f ew environmen t a l i s t s  to deprive us and our economy o f  

the money a n d  employment t h a t  t h e  S I S  w i l l  bring ? 

To a l l  these questions I answer " y es " .  And 

21 I bel ieve tha t you should too . For , l i k e  you , I love 

n Idaho and Idaho Fal l s ,  a nd I wan t  to see it grow to a 

n c ity we can a l l  be proud o f .  

24 Now I ' d  l ike to addres s  three other points 

� that have c ome up - - is that the time? 

1 9 1  Mul l i n  
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THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  You ' re o u t  o f  t ime . 

MR . MULLI N :  Thank you very muc h .  

THE HEARI NG OFF I C E R :  Lad i e s  and gentlemen , 

I was i nformed that one of the commenters who was c a l l e  

e a r l i e r  a n d  was n o t  here w a s  out on an emergency cal l , 

D r .  Reid Anders o n ,  so we ' l l  accommodate h im at t h i s  

point . He w a s  Witness No . 3 1  o n  t h i s  eve n i ng ' s  orde r .  

D R .  ANDERSON : I a m  Reid H .  Anderson , and 

I reside a t  578 South 4 9 th ,  Idaho Fal l s ,  Idaho s ince 

1 9 4 9 .  represent mys e l f  and 1 2  empl oyees a t  the Eye 

C l inic o f  Idaho Fal l s , at F i f th and Holme s . All 1 2  

un ivers a l l y  endorse the S I S  a t  the I NE L .  

I have b e e n  fortunate enough to have s i x  

o u t  o f  t e n  c h i ldren i n  t h e  med i c a l  profe s s i on .  Two o f  

them are e y e  su rgeons . W e  h a v e  serviced a n d  b e e n  in  

close contact w i th the safety prog ram at INEL , and I 

have exami ned thousands o f  eyes f o r  i n s i p i e n t  cataracts 

and found none as a result o f  rad i a t io n .  

A s  a physician , I ' ve seen i ncredi b l e  new 

� for the l a s er s i nce i t s  d i s covery i n  1 9 6 0 . I do 

21 not have t ime to even begin to enumerate these , but 

22 they are truly astound i ng .  I t  i s  my b e l i e f  that s ince 

n coming here in 1 9 4 9  and the pred ictions being that the 

� I NEL then known by another name , woul d  run out of t ime 

� and projects in 1 5  years , tha t the expansion of the 

1 9 2  Anderson 
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technol ogy of  the laser technology a lone wou l d  b e  in-

c redi bl e .  I d o  not argue that we may have a surplus 

o f  p lutonium, but I do say that we will f ind a u s e  for 

it,  even though it  may not be immediately needed . 

My father was pres ident of a bank in 

Wash ington , for over 60 years . Every o f f icer had a 

loaded . 4 5  with a b u l l et in the chamber .  That bank was 

never i n  q u e s t ion as to a robbery . I submit to you that 

a strong defense is  the best of f ense . do not fear 

that the United States will turn loose a nuclear holo-

cau st ,  but I do fear that if we are not prepared , 

someone e l s e  may take that i n i t i a t ive away f rom u s . 

Therefore , I say yes to S I S . 

THE HEARING OFFICER:  We ' l l now turn to  our 

regular order of  commenters , Commenter No . 1 1 0 ,  Robert 

J. Bod e l l , Robert Bodel l ?  

(No response . )  

THE HEARING OFFICER:  No . I I ,  Jenni f e r  

20 Merri a m .  

21 We have a substitute for Jennif e r  Merriam . 

22 Please g ive us your name and address for the record . 

23 MS . JOHNSO N :  My name is Me l i s s a  Johnson . 

� I reside at 1 2 9  West Fourth South , No . 2 0 6 ,  Rexburg , 

25 Idaho . 

1 9 3  Johnson 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

18 

I t  breaks my heart to see my brothers and 

s i sters in huma nity are so b l inded by the sheer prospect 

of money they would encourage the production of  

for weapons to d e s troy l i fe , to murder every thing good 

and beauti f u l  in our wor l d . It terri f ie s  me to cons ider 

what will happen to our society when we reduce ourselves 

to such twisted and material i s t i c  in human s .  I am 

c ry ing i n s i d e ,  and I hope we rea l i z e  what we are doing 

to ourselves and our posterity be fore i t ' s  too l a t e .  

m a y  be i n  t h e  minority , b u t  I know i t  doesn ' t  have t o  

b e  t h i s  way . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  No . 1 1 2 ,  K e l l y  Rhoads , 

K e l l y  Rhoads ? 

( No res pons e . )  

THE HEARING OFF ICER:  No . 1 1 3 ,  Denn i s  

17 who te s t i f ied e a r l i e r .  

1 8  No . 1 1 4 , Wayne Love l es s ,  Wayne Love l e s s ?  

19 

(No respons e . )  
20 

21 THE HEARING OFFICER:  1 1 5 ,  Cl arence Shore , 

n Cla rence Shore ? 

23 
( No respons e . )  

24 

25 THE HEARING OFFICER : N o .  1 1 6 ,  John E .  

1 9 4  Johnson 
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Carl s e n ,  John E .  Car l s e n ?  

( No response . )  

THE HEARING OFF ICER:  11 7 ,  Larry E .  

Larry E .  Tauscher? 

( No response . )  

THE HEARING OFFICER:  No . 1 1 8 ,  Ted C .  

Jensen , Ted C .  Jensen ? 

( No response . )  

THE HEARING OFFIC E R :  1 1 9 , Denn i s  W .  Suche r ,  

Dennis W .  Sucher? 

M R .  SUCHER:  My name is  Dennis Such e r ,  and 

I l ive at 4 1 9 5  Wanda i n  Idaho Fal l s .  

I am a member o f  the I nternational Brother-

hood of  Electrical  Workers , Local 4 4 9  i n  Pocate l l o . 

am a l s o  an honorably d ischarged Air Force Ve teran . 

Thank you for a l lowing me t h i s  b r i e f  but 

very important a l l otmen t  o f  time for sharing some o f  

m y  thoughts a n d  v iews . I ' m  thankful I was born into a 

coun try such as th i s  where a person can publicly ex-

press one ' s  thoughts and v i ews a s  we are all doing 

here ton i g h t .  

AS  a concerned c i ti z e n  i n  t h i s  great countr 

1 9 5  Sucher 

and a past member of  its national defense system, I ' m 

very much in f avor of this type of complex and 

build ing it h ere at our INEL S i t e .  

Thirty-seven y e a r s  ago ,  the National Reacto 

Test ing Station produced the f i r s t  l ight f rom atomic 

powe r .  At that time it would n ' t  surprise me to hear 

that there were opponents to i t ,  a s  there are opponents 

to this Project r ight now . 

There must be oppos ition in a l l  thing s , 

10  whether i t  b e  i n  the gravity o f  the earth , polarities 

1 1  i n  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  or what have you . But in this  c a s e  I 

1 2  feel the oppos i tion is  wrong , dead wrong , and could 

1 3  h ave some devastating e f f ects in  the future , our future , 

14 my c h i l dren ' s  future . 

15 The oppos ition ' s  reasoning is more emotional 

16 than l o g i c a l  or s e n s i bl e .  I n  the testimonies we ' ve 

17 so f a r ,  we ' ve heard s tories  about dreams , v i s ions , 

18 b e i ng able to foretell the future in a crystal ba l l ,  

1 9  Idaho Fal l s  be ing ground z e r o .  We ' ve h e a r d  j u s t  

� about everything except d i v i ne revelation . I t  wou l d n ' t  

21 s urprise me if before these  hearings are ove r ,  I ' m sure 

22 have somebody come up and say he ' s  had divine 

23 hims el f .  They ' re wor r ied mos t l y  about Idaho ' 

� blue skies and s treams , the rugged mountainous 

� t h e  scenic Idaho that w e  a l l  know a n d  love 
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b e i ng i n  compl e te and total rui n .  But not once have 

I heard about the beau t i ful desert area at the INEL 

location i n  these hearing s .  Surely b y  building t h i s  

Proj ect at the I C P P  f a c i l ity , s u r e l y  th i s  won ' t  b e  an 

eyesore , o r  i t ' s  not going to hamper one ' s  v iews o f  the 

western sunsets anymore than the b u i l d i ng s  that are 

a l ready there in  p l ac e .  

They ' re worried that t h i s  would increase 

t h e  threat o f  nuclear war w i th global destruction as  

its f inal outcome . Bel i eve me when I t e l l  you that I ,  

too , worry about tha t ,  a s  others d o ,  a s  others h ave 

who have spoken before me . But the door to the atomic 

age was opened to the wor ld with the dropping o f  the 

bombs on Japan . Our e l ec ted o f f i c i a l s  at that t ime 

15  made the dec i sion . Many o f  u s  who are i n  the room to-

1 6  night are f r om that baby boomer era and probabl y  would n '  

1 7  be h ere right now i f  o u r  nation ' s  leaders didn ' t  have 

18  the courag e , the int e s t i n a l  fort i tude to make that 

19 dec i s ion whe n  they did . 

20 Our f athers and many other American f ighting 

21 wou l dn ' t  be here today e i t h e r .  Y e s ,  war is h e l l  

n and somet imes the choices are tough I but that is the 

n price of freedom , the same f reedom that our ancestors , 

24 the early patriots and minutemen paid for with thei r  

� l ives . I t ' s  been said that a man can show no greater 

1 9 7  sucher 

love than to l ay down h i s  l i f e  for a f r i end . Many o f  

u s  who are f athers i n  t h i s  room r ig h t  now would g l adly 

lay down our l ives i f  we knew that our wives and 

children wou l d  continue to l ive in a free America as 

we know i t  today I without Commu n i s t  rule . 

We heard stories about meet i ng S t .  Peter 

at the golden gates and h aving to account for our s tand 2 . 7 . 2  
on this issue , whether i t  be moral , immoral , sane or 

i nsane . But I ask you t hi s ,  cou ld i t  be p o s s i b l e  that 
10  

by building a f a c i l i t y  such a s  th is , could i t  b e  used 

2 . 7 . 1 3 
1 1  

a s  a tool for bargai n i ng and negotiating i n  future talks 
12 

for world peace? Are we w i l l i ng to take the chance that 
1 3  

by not b u i l d i ng i t  her e ,  whether i t  b e  at the INEL or 
14  

anywhere for that matter ,  that we wou l d  s t i l l  be 
1 5  

defensibly s trong into the 21st  century ? I n  s ports 
16 

there i s  a saying that the b e s t  o f fense is a good de- 3 . 4  
1 7  

I th ink that phrase app l i e s  to t h i s  s i tuation fense . 
18 

equa l l y  as wel l .  
19 

As a parent and taxpayer I I ' m concerned 
20 

for my childre n ,  their educat ion and f u tu re job mark e t . 
21 

Thi s  Proj ect wou l d  help both areas in that by expand i ng 5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1  
22 

and stab i l i z i ng t h e  tax base . We could provide f or a 
23 

better education a s  wel l  as more opportun i t i e s  for our 
24 

c h i ldren to stay a nd work here in Idaho . 5 . 2 7 . 4 . 5  
26 

As an electrician who has worked on many 
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14 
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17  

16  

19  

20 

proj ects at the INEL , I l ook f o rward to the educational 

opportunities i n  my trade f rom b u i l d i ng such a f a c i l ity 

such as t hi s . bel ieve I can s a f e l y  say that my 

brothers and s is ters in my trade as wel l  as other 

f e e l  the s ame a s  I do. I l ook forward to be ing able 

to partic ipate in the construct ion o f  t h i s  exciting 

' new technolo g y .  

W e  don ' t  n e e d  f r u i t s  a n d  n u t s  or eas terners 

who help us dec ide what is best for I d a h o .  Just l ike 

what happened a t  the Right To Work Comm i t tee from 

V i r g i n i a  did for u s  on that controve r s i a l  i s s ue .  Just 

l ook around and you can see what i t ' s  done f o r  u s  here . 

Our country needs the S I S ;  Idaho needs the 

S I S ;  INEL needs the S I S .  Let ' s  build i t  here . 

THE HEAR ING OFFICERt The written comments 

of Dennis Sucher o f  Idaho Fall s ,  Idaho w i l l  be included 

i n  the record as Exhib i t  No . 7 4 7 .  

Let ' s  g o  o f f  the record for j u s t  a moment . 

(A discussion was held o f f  
t h e  record . )  

21 THE HEARING OFFIC E R :  We are now at Witness 

22  N o .  1 2 0 ,  Warren Hil l ,  Warren H i l l ?  

23 

(No respons e . )  
24 

25 THE HEARING OFFIC E R :  No . 1 2 1 ,  Don Watters ? 
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The written comments o f  Don Watters w i l l  be  

i nc luded i n  the record a s  Exhibit 7 4 8 ,  and the written 

c omments o f  h i s  w i f e , Laurie Watters , will  be i n c l uded 

a s  Exhibit No . 7 4 9 .  

MR . WATTERS ; Thank you . � .  Chairma n ,  ladie  

and gentleme n .  My  name i s  Don Watters , and I reside 

a t  207 Wes t  Oaks , Shel ley , Idaho , where I l ive with 

my wife and two sma l l  ch i ldren . I make my l iv e l i hood 

a s  a ski l l ed craf tsman i n  the trades a s  a construct ion 

electri c i a n .  worked on many pro j ects a t  the I NEL , as 

well as various jobs i n  the area o f  Southeastern Idaho 

f rom Rexburg to Twin Fa l l s ,  and a l l  there i s  in betwe e n .  

I wish to p r e s e n t  my testimony i n  support 

of building the Spec i a l  Isotope Separation P r o j ect at 

the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory for a number 

of reasons , i n c l ud ing the j obs t h i s  P r o j e c t  w i l l  o f f er , 

the technolog ies that I bel ieve w i l l  spin o f t ,  thus 

c reating more employment and revenue for the Stat e ,  and 

19 the national security i s s u e .  

20 I have recently had the opportunity to l ook 

21 the summary a s  a s t u d y  conducted by I SU ' s  economic 

n and I have u s ed much o f  this  a s  a b a s i s  for 

n information . I t  has been shown that for over 3 5  years 

� economy of Southeas t ern Idaho and a c t i v i ty at INEL 

25 been intertwined . Direct wages and s a l ar i e s  o f  
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emp l oyees working on the INEL S i te are e a s i l y  under-

s tood . B u t  beyond that level we have the consumer 

g oods and services and all o th e r  forms o f  indirect 

e f fects that come from the employment level o f  such a 

major regional empl oyer . 

The s tudy points out that the impacts of 

INEL are s tatewide . By studying INEL impacts on state 

and local taxe s ,  it was noted that INEL employees con-

tributed to the state general f und i n  excess o f  the 

10 relative numbers due in the most part because o f  the 

11 h igher i ncome brackets found with j obs in  these f ie l d s  

1 2  o f  technology and research a n d  development arena s . The 

13  benefits are shared s t atewi d e . 

14  Addi t ional ben e f i t s  from the healthy growth 

15 of the S i t e  have come about i n  the education and 

16 c u l tural c ir c l es . Post-secondary educational programs 

17 with the Un ivers ity of Idaho and ISU held i n  Idaho 

18 a re made pos s ib l e  by contract with the operations 

19  contractor , EG&G Idah o .  A n d  thes e  course o f f e r i ng s  are 

� open to a l l  qua l i f ied i nd i v i d ua l s , not j u s t  INEL 

21 employees . 

22 Las t l y , the s tudy by the ISU economi c s  grou 

23 poi nted out that s ince INEL empl oyees tend to be i n  

� h igher income brackets and have made substantial in-

� vestments i n  higher educa t i o n ,  i t  can be expected that 

2 0 1  Wa tters 

they woul d  be e s p e c i a l l y  suppo r t i ve o f  strong educationa 

s y s tems and a broad range of cultural and entertainment 

activi t i e s ,  th ings such a s  the Idaho F a l l s  Symphony , the 

Idaho F a l l s  C u l tural Counc i l , and areas such as the 

s urround i ng ski resort s , for example . Th i s  has an  

impact on Idaho F a l l s  and the s u rround ing commun i t i es 

i n  terms o f  mak ing them conge n i a l  and s timu l a ti ng 

places to l iv e .  

D ivers ity o f  t h e  I N E L  S i t e , as well a s  the 

10 
record o f  s a f e t y ,  produc tivity and area support a l l  l end 

11  a hand to welcome the SIS Project s .  And I hope that 

12 the bene f its  a re shown to far outweigh the so-called 

13 risk f a c tor that is be ing so handi l y  propagated by an 

14 o u t s i de grou p .  

1 5  I n  looking a t  wha t i s  going on , I a m  re-

16 m inded o f  the space program that was reputed to be cost 

17 prohibitive o r  biolog i c a l l y  u n sa f e .  Y e t  w e  have seen 

18 the development o f  many a r t i c l e s  o f  everyday use that 

19  we take for granted , many th i ngs such as digital 

ro the home compu t e r ,  s a t e l l ite d i shes for improved 

21 communica tion and entertainment . 

22 I hope to s e e  add i t ional technology 

n developed from t h i s  Pro j ec t , as wel l  as a cont i nuation 

� o f  f a c i l ity u s e  far beyond the i n i t i a l  projection a s  

2 5  h a s  b e e n  t h e  c a s e  with so many o f  the S i t e ' s  other 
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16 

f a c i l i t i e s . 

In l oo k i ng at the INEL S i te , we f ind that 

i t  was o r i g i n a l l y  u s ed a s  a place to test the Navy ' s  

b ig gun barre l s ,  and then later d ivers i f ied i nto a 

m a j or research and develop�ent faci l i ty .  I t ' s  gone far 

beyond i t s  original scope a s  a defense-rel ated support 

f a c i l i t y .  

I s tudied mate r i a l s  supporting t h e  loca tion 

and b u i l d i ng o f  th e S I S  Pro j ect at the I N E L ,  and i n  

conj unction w i t h  reports o n  t h e  status o f  other defense 

s upport f a c i l i ties , I bel ieve that the need e x i s t s  for 

s uch a pro j e c t  to replace a g i ng production f a c i l i t i e s . 

I do not adhere to the p o l i c y  that we can 

l e t  the nat ional defense production e f fort shut down and 

that o u r  g lobal adversa r i e s  wou l d  do the same i n  the 

16 name o f  humanity , u n fortuna t e l y .  I b e l ieve t h a t  i n  

17  order to maintain a free society and preserve the 

18 Ame rican way a s  we have come to know it dictates that 

19 have a bala nce between world powers or the advantage 

� held by one w i l l  s u r e l y  be u t i l i zed against another a s  

2 1  we have b e e n  shown so many times . 

22 There are arguments being propagated by the 

� P r o j ect ' s  oppo s i t i o n  ranging f rom the concern o f  t h i s  

24 s i te be ing transposed to a defense s i te wh ich wa s i ts 

� beg i n n i n g ,  to try to generate mass hysteria i n  the 

2 0 3  Watters 

1 5 3 5  

agricul tural community over a poss i b i l ity o f  ma rket 

damage f rom nuclear accidents . We shou l d  point out that 

this f a c i l ity does not i nvolve a nuclear react ion i n  its  

p roce s s  and w i l l  be u s e d  to c l ean u p  and u t i l i z e  ma teria 

that i s  al ready s tockpi led a s  wel l  a s  the exc e l l ent 

record o f  sa f e ty the Site h a s  enjoye d .  Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFFICER :  Order No . 1 2 2 ,  Ron 

S e s s ions , Ron Ses s i o n s ?  

MR . S E S S IONS ; M y  name i s  R o n  S e s s ion s ,  a n d  

1 0  I r e s ide at 1 9 7 5  B i t t e r n  Drive , Ammon , Idaho . I wa s 

1 1  born a nd raised in Southeas t Idaho a nd have l ived here 

12  all my l i f e .  I have worked a t  the INEL f o r  2 3  years . 

13 The INEL and i t s  proj ec t s  are a vital nec e s s i ty to the 

14  economy o f  Idaho . The nuclear indus try i s  the safest  

15 i ndustry i n  the United States and s t a t i s t i c s  w i l l  bear 

1 6  t h i s  out . 

1 7  

1 8  important . 

Our defense in the United States i s  

The p h i losophy o f  " i f  w e  get rid o f  o u r  

19 bomb s ,  they w i l l  get r i d  o f  theirs , "  has never happened 

� h i s tory . Most o f  the world understands f orce , and 

21 d e f e n s e  is  what has k e p t  u s  o u t  o f  wa r .  

22 The l a s t  4 0  years i s  the l ongest t ime i n  

� h i s tory that there h as n ' t  been a g lobal war .  

U i s  b e c a u s e  o f  the weapons that are i n  e x i s tence . We 

� be a b l e  t o  show Rus s i a  t h a t  w e  a r e  capable o f  tak i n  

2 0 4  S e s s ions 
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care o f  ourselve s . 

The S I S  Pro j ec t  is b e i ng considered i n  

Idaho becau s e  o f  o u r  fac i l i ties , manpower , excellent 

record a nd expert i s e . We should definitely take 

advantage o f  the opportunit y to do our very best to 

help our defense to succeed and t o  keep our people 

work i ng .  The people who oppose b u i l d i ng the S I S  in  

I d aho o r  anywhere e l s e ,  to me , do not have the b e s t  

i n terests o f  our great country i n  m i nd . They a l s o  do 

not understand what l e t t i ng our guard down can do to 

the United states and all  free countr i e s . The people 

who oppose building .the SIS i n  Idaho need to explain 

more to me the val id reasons , as none of them s e em to 

make any sense . Scare tactics  do not convince those 

of us who work i n  the nuc lear b u s i ne s s . At least we 

k now what we ' re talking about . I say b u i l d  S I S  in Idaho 

and keep our economy hea l thy . Thank , You .  

THE HEARING OFFICER:  The written comme n t s  

o f  R o n  Sess ions w i l l  be marked as E x h i b i t  N o .  7 5 0  a nd 

� i nc luded i n  the record as such . 

2' Our next schedul e d  commenter is S t even J .  

22 Walters . 

23 Mr . Walters has submitted written t e s t imony 

24 o f  Phil Oakes o f  Idaho Fa l l s ,  Idaho . We ' l l mark t h i s  

25 N o .  7 5 1  and i nclude i t  i n  the record . You may proceed . 
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MR. WALTERS : My name i s  Steven J .  Walters , 

and I res ide at 4 0 9  East A l i c e  in Blackfoo t ,  Idaho . My 

testimony is in f avor of b u i l d i ng the S I S  proj ect at the 

INEL . I was born and rai s ed in Southeas tern Idaho , I 

presently work f o r  M-K Ferguson o f  Idaho at the I N E L .  

I was onl y t hree y e a r s  o l d  w h e n  t h e  f i r s t  l ight was 

produced by a tomic energy on our deser t .  My f ather 

worked on that pro j ec t . In the l a s t  1 7  years I ' ve had 

the opportunity to work on nearly every fac i l i ty a t  the 

INEL during construct i o n  o r  u pgrading . I have a l s o  

worked a t  Hanfo rd a n d  o t h e r  p r o j e c t s  a long w i th many 

craftsmen f rom around the country _ can persona l l y  

a ttest t h a t  i f  t h e  S I S  i s  b u i l t  i n  Idaho , that it  w i l l  

be b u i l t  b e t ter and f o r  l e s s  c o s t  than anywhere e l s e .  

The clouds  o f  controversy surrounding th i s  

Pro j ec t  have def initely l e f t  a l o t  o f  southeastern 

Idaho ' s  i nhabitants confused , but for mys e l f  I do have 

s ome c o l l eg e  cred its in economics and the economic 

s ide of t h i s  pro j ect is d e f i n i t e l y  not confus in g .  

Toug h economic t imes a r e  b eing shared b y  

Idaho ' s  mining industry , forest i ndu s t ry ,  agricultural 

i ndu stry and b e l ieve me southeastern Idaho construction 

workers aren ' t  l ying i n  no bed o f  roses . 

I f i nd it extreme ly ironic that Nevada w i l l  

be r eaping t h e  bene f i t s  o f  the coal- f i red power p l a n t s  
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that are being b u i l t  there i n s tead o f  Idaho , whi l e  Idaho 

rate payers w i l l  pay the b i l l s  and breathe their a i r .  

S o  l e t ' s  forget about t h e  emotional i s s u e  

f o r  a minute here and bring i n  s ome common sense and 

l og ic . Let ' s  separate the f a c t s  from the f ic t io n .  

These hearings are n ' t  t o  decide whether o r  

not this Proj ect w i l l  b e  b u i l t .  These hearings a r e  t o  

decide whether this Project w i l l  b e  bu i l t  in Idaho . 

The Project w i l l  requ i re 4 4 0  construction 

10  
work ers to build it, not 4 4 0  nuclear eng ineers . And 

1 1  there i s  more than enough o u t  o f  work local craf tsmen 

12 to f il l  thes e j obs . 

13 Fac t6 s tudies done by Idaho State 

indica te that 7 5 0  permanent j o b s  at the S I S  f a c i l ity 

16 w i l l  generate an additional 1 , 0 5 0  supportive jobs i n  

1 6  t h e  commun i t y .  Whether they are serv�ce j obs o r  not , 

17 j ob s  boost our economy and our economy d e f i n i t e l y  needs 

16 boo s t i n g .  

1 9  Further s tudie s d o n e  by Idaho S tate 

20 University s how that in 1 9 8 5  the I NEL work f orce made 

21 u p  2 . 5  percent o f  the State ' s  total work forc e ,  and 

n that this 2 . 5  percent contr ibu ted 5 . 3  percent of the 

n total i ncome tax revenue c o l l ected by the State that 

� U s i ng the $ 1 2 78 per I N EL average s tate income 

� tax withheld that yea r ,  with 7 5 0  new j o b s  at the S I S  

2 0 7  Walters 

alone wou l d  bring the State an additional $ 9 5 8 , 5 0 0  i n  

general fund revenue s . And that ' s  what you cal l b r i ngi 

the money back to the state , f ederal revenue sharing . 

The AVL I S  process of ref i n i ng plutonium 

is much safer and cheaper than the reactor proce s s .  

Wa ste generated by t h i s  process i s  a f raction o f  that 

produced by a conventional reactor . 

F i c t i o n :  An accident could threaten Idaho ' s  

agriculture and touri sm indu s try . Statistics  show 

10 there is a f a r  greater h a z ard in our environment in 

" public safety from toxic chem i c a l s  and wastes being 

1 2  sh ipped i n  the nation than there are f rom nuclear ship-

13  ment s .  It  makes me wonder i f  the economics professor 

14 that s tarted that rumor wa s the same one who started 

15  the rumor that Idaho potatoes will be drawing $12 a 

16 hundredweight becau s e  of the Chernobel accident . 

17  The biggest threat that I can see for 

16 tourism is that INEL employees w i l l  stop s pending the ir 

19 in Sun Valley because they w i l l  be migrating to 

20 Nevada to f ind work . 

21 F iction : We are entering an area of arms 

n control , and the f a c i l i ty is not needed due to weapons 

23 cutbacks . once b e l i e ved that i f  you turned the other 

24 cheek tha t ,  you know , thi ngs wou l d  happen l ike i t  says 

� in the B i bl e ,  and I once bel ieved that i f  we didn ' t  have 
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a s trong defense that other people woul d  think of us a s  

a n  example o f  de�ocracy a n d  c u t  t h e i r s  back , a n d  I w a s  

wrong , because tha t ' s  o n e  t h i n g  t h a t  Rona l d  Reagan h a s  

s hown me t h a t  we never c o u l d  have a cutback i n  arms 

u n t i l  he started b u i l d i ng our defense u p  and the Rus s ian 

decided , " He y ,  we don ' t  want to economica l l y  compete 

w i t h  t hi s .  Let ' s  cut back . "  

Fiction : When we get a new Presiden t ,  he  

will  put an end to the Pro j ect and all  that tax revenue 

10 w i l l  be waste . Our democrat i c  sys tem is set up with 

1 1  checks a nd bal ances .  That ' s  what t h i s  hearing is a l l  

1 2  abo u t ,  a n d  no o n e  m a n  i s  g o i n g  to ax anything by h i s  

1 3  own powe r .  

14 Fictio n :  The Envi ronment a l  S tatement 

15 h a s  a d i s c l a imer that does n ' t  hold the government 

18 l iable . The E I S  from the Teton Dam had the same 

17 and the government didn ' t  weasel out of any res pons i b i l i  

1 8  t i e s  there . 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I would l ike to thank our forefathers for 

this  f reedom of  s peech and I wou l d  l ike to thank our 

veterans for d e f ending i t . 

THE HEARING OFF I C ER :  The  written comments 

of S t even J. Walters are included in  the record as 

Exh i b i t  No . 7 5 2 .  

What we ' re going to d o  a t  t h i s  point i s  take 
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a very b r i e f  recess and return to receive the rest of  

the testimony we have commenters for . 

If you do have any written comments , we 

would a sk you to bring them forward at this p o i n t .  

( A  b r i e f  recess w a s  taken . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  L a d i e s  a n d  gentleme n ,  

we ' l l g o  back on t h e  record a n d  bring t h i s  l a s t  part o f  

t h e  hearing t o  a conc l u s i o n ,  hope f u l l y  a t  a reasonabl e  

hou r .  W e  wou l d  l ike to go back to o u r  commenters order , 

NO . 1 2 4 ,  M r .  Vaughn Wagonee r ,  Mr . Vaughn Wagoneer? 

(NO respons e . )  

THE HEARING OFF ICER : No . 1 2 5 ,  James Bird , 

who cancel l ed h i s  oral comments and provided wri tten 

comments for the record ; Commenter No. 2 6 ,  Cheryl O l s e n ,  

C h e r y l  O l s e n ?  

MS . OLSEN : My name i s  Cheryl O l s e n ,  a n d  I 

r e s ide a t  4 1 01 North Old Highway 9 1 ,  No . 4 1 , Pocatello . 

I came to Idaho four yea rs ago f rom Utah , 

h avi ng grown up downwind f rom the Nevada tes t  s ite 

where rad iation expo s u re was cheerfu l l y  described to 

th e res idertLB a s  s u n s h i ne u nits . I h ave f o l l owed the i r  

c a s e s  through t h e  courts where i t  i s  now legally recog-

n i z e d  that the f ederal governme n t  i s  respons i b l e , but 
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not l iable f o r  their  cancers and premature deaths . 

From 1 9 7 0  to 1 9 7 3  while at the Unive rsity 

o f  Utah , I worked as  a work s tudy student i n  a bio-

chemistry l ab i nvolving cancer research for the Atomic 

Energy Comm i s s ion . I worked on studies of the l ong-

term e f fects o f  radia t ion exposure on a colony of pure-

bred Beag l e  dogs . This study had been ongoing since 

1 9 4 5 .  Each work day r ' d  pass down a long corridor 

carrying a rack o f  test tubes containing blood that had 

been taken f rom these irradiated dogs , passed row upon 

row upon row of diseased and mal ignant o rgans taken 

f rom these dogs at autopsy . These dogs were ir radiated 

at secret leve l s  wi th plutonium s tanchum . That hal lway 

w i l l  a lways be qu i t e  clear i n  my mind , quite l i teral l y .  

The i s sue o f  the S I S  so  obviou s l y  divides 

us . Anyone who has a ttended these hearings can certainl 

a ttest to t h a t .  Some a r e  in favo r ;  some are a g a i n s t .  

The proponents say we n e e d  t h e  j ob s .  T h e  experts s a y  

plutonium is  needed to provide nuclear deterrence i n  

� l i ne with our national pol icy o f  deterrenc e .  

21 Feel ing t h i s  divis ion and confus ion be tween 

22 supposed need and the mo ral abhorence of g a i ni ng 

23 nuclear destruct ive capa c i t y ,  I began to l ook at 

� s t rategy behind the development o f  the theory of 

25 deterrenc e .  The f o l lowing are some o f  the  

2 1 1  Olsen 

o f  the theory that I f ound particularly enl ighteni ng : 

At the dawn o f  the nuclear age , attitudes 

were very propheti c .  Albert Einstein s a i d  of the 

nuclear age that everything has changed now except our 

way o f  t h i nk i ng .  Winston Chu rCh i l l ,  in  a speech b e f ore 

the House o f  Commons i n  1 9 5 5  s tated tha t ,  " Safety w i l l  

become the secur i t y  c h i l d  o f  terror a n d  survival t h e  

t w i n  brother o f  a n i h i l ation . "  

Since t h i s  does impart s a fety and terro r ,  

10 the safety can only be as great as the terror is and 

1 1  the terror wi l l  be relentless . We see ourselves a nd 

12 c h ildren i n  terror . 

13 By growing to actua l l y  rely on terror , we do 

14 than tolerate i t s  presence in the wor l d ,  we place 

15  our trust i n  i t .  These words and some that fol low are 

16  those o f  Jonathon She l l . He has written extens ively 

1 7  abou t the di lemma o f  the nuclear age . 

18 We t hen are voluntary hostages to terrorism 

19 o f  t h i s  de terrence . In the l a t e  ' 5 0 ' s  and ' 6 0 ' s ,  the 

� s trateg ies of l imited war w a s  dpveloped as a number o f  

2 1  countries became nuclear powers . In the over 

22 years o f  our experience i n  the nuclear a g e ,  n o  two 

23 powers have entere d  into even conventional 

� Th i s  s trategy of l imited war a l l ows 

� between nuclear and non-nuclear powers such 
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as the Vietnam conf l ict or the Sov iet Afghanistan wars . 

This th reat to na t ions with sma l l  resources and no 

nucl ear capa b i l ity forces them to increase the ir m i l i tar 

expenditures when these countries only one person in 

two ha$ uncontaminated dr ink ing wa te r . 

What about their c h i l d r e n ?  Our deterrence 

pol icy requ ires not obedience to our moral f ee l ings , 

but r e s i stance to those feel ings is presented as our 

obl igation,  as  though moral f e e l ings were a s i l ence 

c a l l  that wou l d  be weak to give into and that it is  our 

duty to res i s t .  

In accepting the strateg ic neces s i t y ,  you ' l l 

f i nd o f  planning the defense of hundreds o f  m i l l ions o f  

peopl e ,  w e  beg i n  t o  look at a wor l d  i n  which mora l ity 

and action inhabit two separate closed realms . All 

s trategic sense becomes nonsense and vice vers a ,  and we 

a re left d ivided aga inst ourse l ves with the cho ice of 

s eeming to be e ither strategic o r  moral i d iot s .  

W e  are not idiots . It  i s  the deterrent 

pol icy that has d ivided us against our selves and against 

our fellow ma n .  There has been more techno logical and 

educationa l advances since the dawn o f  the nuc lear age 

t han in all  the time that came before the f i rst mushroom 

c loud b l o s s omed over Hirosh ima . We see great goals for 

the future and a l so great per i l s .  W e  a l l  f e e l  fear for 

2 1 3  O l s en 

10 

1 1  

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I 538 

t h e  future of  our c h i l d r e n .  I o f ten wonder how they 

see the future we ' ll turn over to the m .  Ou r s turdy 

chi ldren of terror . 

My ch ildren do not need this Pro j e c t , the 

presence o f  see ing the nuc l e ar threat we all l ive unde r .  

The young people who have t e s t i f ied a t  these hearings 

do not need this Pro j ect . It ' s  l ong past time to stop . 

THE HEARING OFFICER;  Order No . 1 2 7 ,  Jessie 

Siler,  Jessie S i l e r ?  

( No response . )  

THE HEARING OFFICER : No . 1 2 8 , Brad 

son , Brad Hendrickson? 

( No response . )  

THE HEARING OFFICER : No . 1 2 9 ,  Rick 

Rick Snoderly? 

MR . SNODERL Y :  M y  name i s  Rick Snode r l y ,  an 

I l ive at 386 East 2 3rd stree t ,  Idaho Fal l s .  Thank you , 

Mr . Chairma n ,  for the opportunity to speak here tonight , 

f e l low Idahoa ns ,  friend s .  

I have l ived i n  Idaho a l l  m y  l i f e .  was 

born i n  Twin Falls . I wa s a child l iv i ng in Arco when 

the first l ights were l it from atomic energy . 

We have at that Site most o f  the - - the 
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16 
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20 

best safety record of any s i te in the United States with 

a nuclear f a c i l ity . I ' m  a member of United Association 

o f  Plumbers a nd P i pef i tters , Local 648 i n  Pocate l l o ,  

I daho , a n d  I ' m  speaki ng t o  you as  a person who has 

worked a t  the S i t e  going on 1 5  years now and has worn 

the yel l ow protect i ve c l o th ing o f  a radiation worker 

quite a b i t  of the time I ' ve worked in  my trade . And I 

w i l l  s a y  that I feel  as s a f e  worki ng out there as I 

wou l d  on a project o f f  the S i t e ,  and I t hink the safety 

record sp.aks for that . They have quite a f ew f a c i l i t i e  

a t  the S i t e  that are aging f a c i l it ies . W e  n e e d  t h i s  

S I S  Proj ec t  t o  ensure a stable employment l evel a t  t h e  

S i te . The S i t e  has had d e f e n s e  f a c i l i t i e s  out there 

s ince it s t arted . We tra i ned a nuclear Navy , trained 

the young s eamen t o  man those nuclear subma rines . They 

have had an impeccable record s i nce they started in  the 

' 5 0 '  s .  

The sc ienti st s , engineers , tech nician s ,  are 

t h e  best in t he country , and the craftsmen that bui l d  

t h e s e  f a c i l i t i es , w e  pride ourselves in  being t h e  best .  

5 . 2 7 . 1 2 . 2 21 And the people who mainta i n  these f a c i l i t ies a l so have 

22 

23 

24 

and take o n  that duty t o  be the best . We can ' t  a l l  ski  

i n  Sun Valley,  but i f  we can make a living i n  t h i s  area , 

I can teach my k i d s  to ski at Kel l y .  I don ' t  thi nk that 

� Ke tchum ski resorts w i l l  have to advertise  to t h e  nation 

2 1 5  Snoderly 

10 

11 

for skiers to come in to ski down a mushroom c l oud . 

But people who work out there who have had 

a j ob i n  the nuclear sa fety program with the a g ing 

f a c i l ities they have out t he r e ,  may be looking toward 

unemployme n t ,  which i n  t he cons truct ion i ndustry we ' re 

used t o .  Somet imes we have to go out o f  t h i s  a r e a  f o r  

work . W e  don ' t  l ike to l eave o u r  f am i l ies h e r e ,  but 

we do love t h i s  S ta t e .  We l ove the area . We l ike the 

f ishing , hunting , but somet imes we don ' t  get to take 

part in those a c t i v i t ies , because we are going seeking 

employmen t .  But people w h o  have h ad a job out there 

12 f or years may be l ook ing at the same s i tuat ion unless 

13  they get new pro j ec t s . And t h i s  is  one o f  the s a f e s t  

1 4  projects a n d  best w a y  to process t h e  existing p lutonium 

15 suppl y .  

16 These same people that are against us  h ad 

17 shut down the N Reac to r ,  which is an aging fac i l i t y ,  

1 8  a n d  I agree w i th that . A car can ' t  run foreve r ,  but we 

19 to have progre s s ,  and this is  one o f  the safest  

� to process our existing pl utonium suppl ies , and not 

21 w i l l  i t  p rocess p l utonium , but I ' m sure laser 

n i n  a l l  f ie l d s  w i l l  bene f i t .  

n I thank you for the opportu n i t y ,  and I say 

� we ' re going t o  b u i l d  t h i s  f a c i l i ty ,  which i s  a safe 

� I wou l d  rather bui l d  i t  h e r e ,  s e e  i t  g o  here 
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than s omewhere e l s e . Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order No . 1 3 0 ,  S teve 

Spr ing , Steve Spring ? 

(No response . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  No . 1 3 1 ,  C l i f f  Brian , 

C l i f f  B r i a n ?  

(No res ponse . )  

THE HEARI NG OFF I C E R :  Order No . 1 3 2 ,  Kent 

Carlson, Kent Carlson?  

(No re sponse . )  

THE HEARING OFFI C E R :  Order N o .  1 3 3 ,  John 

C h r i s t o f f e r s o n ,  John Christof f e rson? 

(NO r e s ponse . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  N o .  1 3 4 ,  James K e i th 

O l s e n , James K e ith O l s e n ?  

MR . OLS EN : M y  n a m e  is  Jame s K e i t h  O l s e n ,  

and m y  addre ss i s  4 1 0 1  North Old Highway 9 1 ,  N o .  4 0 ,  

Poca te l l o ,  Idaho . 

I l ived in I daho for four years wh i l e  I ' ve 

been a geol ogy m a j o r  a t  Idaho State Unive r s i t y .  I g u e s s  

t h a t  makes m e  an out of  s t a t e  i n f l uenc e ,  b u t  fortunately 

2 1 7  Olsen 

10  

1 1  

1 2  

13  

14 

the S I S  is a f ederal pro j ect , and therefore concerns 

a ll c i t i z ens of  the Uni ted States . 

I ' m  opposed to the S I S  Pro j ect on moral 

a nd safety grounds , and I s u pport the No Ac t ion A l ter-

nat ive outl ined i n  the Draft Envi ronmental State-

ment for the proposed SIS Pro j ec t . 

I refute the al l eg a tions that more plutoniu 

is needed for national d e f ense , and point to double 

s tandards b e i ng appl ied by the Depa rtment of Energy 

d epend ing on whether they ' re talking about building the 

SIS or mothbal l ing the N Reactor . 

The i s sue I would l ike to address direc t l y  

concerning the Draft  Environment a l  Statement i s  

the method s  f or c a l c u l a t ing rad i a t ion dose s ,  health 

15  e f f ect s , and impacts o f  transportation , contained in 

18  Appendix A. 

1 7  This i s  a theory which concludes that any 

18  adverse health e f f e c t s , mainly cancers that would r e-

s u l t  in the normal operation of the S I S  in some 

� accidents wou l d  only amount to an i n s i g n i f icant f raction 

21 cancer cau s ed f rom natural background radiation 

22  sources . 

23 Like any theory ,  the one presented here i s  

� based on some assumpt ions , and therefore,  is no more 

� a ccurate than tho s e  a s s umptions . 
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One aSBumption is the data collected on 

World War I I  Japanese a tomic bomb survivors CQuid be 

correlated between the relatively high dosages of  

ionized radiation rece ived and the high cancer occurrenc 

i n  the survivors . The resulting trend can then be 

extrapolated to pred i c t  cancer i ncrease expected to 

res ult from operating the S I S  and f rom accidents such 

as  p lutonium fires , a i r  f i l tration fai lures or s hipping 

acciden ts , a l l  of which wou l d  release relatively low 

dosages of ionide and radia tion . I contend such 

extrapolation exceeds the l imits of  resolution . 

Another a s s umption proposed in Appendix A 

is f acts that can be a p p l i ed to account f or such natural 

variables as wind disburs ion and b iolog ical pathways to 

human contamin a t i o n ,  along with unnatural f a c tors of 

pop u l a tion dens i ty and your chance of  being in  the right 

p l ace at  the wrong time , just to men tion a few.  

The main reference which Appendix A is 

based upon , the e f f ects on popu lations o f  exposure to 

low levels o f  ioniz ing radiation by the Committee on 

Biological E f f ects of  I o n i z ing Radiation , 1 9 8 0 ,  i s  also 

a c o l l ec tion o f  a ssumptions and theories , one o f  which 

is  that the total sum of  initial  and residual dosages 

of ion i z i ng rad iation rece ived by the Japanese bomb 

s urvivors can be accurately est imated a f ter the fac t .  I 

2 1 9  Olsen 
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19 

see a s er ious source of e rror here.  

The t h i rd a ssumption i n  the methods used to 

calculate health effects  is that health e f fects caused 

f rom ba ckground radiation can be d i f ferentia ted from 

other natural cau s e s .  

Wel l , i f  t h e  Departme n t  of Energy i s  s o  

smart tha t they can accura tely evaluate a l l  these 

complex factor s ,  why i s  it they can only do so i n  a 

theoretical setting ? As a geolog i s t ,  I ' ve had some 

experience in computer mod e l i n g  of  the type presented 

in the Appendix A .  The o n l y  answer I cou l d  f ind to 

my que s t ion is that the model is designed to produce 

the resul ts desi red by the Department o f  Energy _ I see 

no reason why we should accept the conc l u s ions o f  

Appendix A wi thout some further factual contro l s ,  which 

can more directly apply to the S I S .  

I woul d  further l ike t o  sugge s t  that such 

factual controls could be obta i ne d  by comp i l ing cancer 

appea rances near Rocky Flats Arsenal , Colorado . Rocky 

� Flats wou l d  be great for such a s tudy . There i s  

2 1  plutonium contaminat ion as  a resu l t  of  

n routine releases of plutonium oxides and two ma j o r  

n f i r e s . There are tens of thousands of human 

24 guinea pigs who have been exposed to this plutonium for 

25 2 0  years or mor e ,  most o f  whom are s t i l l  a l i ve .  There 
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are also a l legations o f  cancer rates approaching 25 

t imes the n a t ional avera g e .  

Furt h e r ,  I ' d  l ik e  to point o u t  t h a t  the 

Na tional I n s t i tute of  Hea l th i s  currently s tudying 1 0 0  

leukemia clu sters centered around commerclal nuclear 

power plants . Woul d  such leukemia clusters exist if 

the i ncrease in  occurrence of  cancers were l e s s  than 

perce n t ,  much less ten to the minus f i f t h .  An i s s u e  

n o t  addressed i n  the Draft Envi ronmental 

but one ment ioned often during the recent hearing s  is 

the spinoff technologies . 1 1 m  d i sappointed in the 

Department of Energy for being so narrow-minded about 

the SIS a s  to l im i t  its use only to weapon grade 

plutonium .  But that i s  the only one proposed , and 

the refore , the only one I expec t .  rea l i z e  the need 

for j ob s ,  a nd I b e l i eve i n  a s trong national d e f en s e .  

A s  a veteran of  foreign war ,  I a m  not the least b i t  

worried about t h e  Rus s ians a ttack i ng u s . I am 

though , about nuclear pro l i ferat ion , and I see the 

S I S  is  j u s t  one more s tep toward the day when we lose 

control of  nuclear deterrence and shi f t  toward nuclear 

terrorism,  a t  which t ime Idaho may not be such a nice 

place to r a i s e  your childre n .  Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order No . 1 3 5 ,  Cathey 

Jorgen s e n ?  

2 2 1  Olsen 

Gary Oneida ? 

10 
1 1 
12 

1 540 

(No response . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  1 3 6 , Julie Robi nson?  

(No response . )  

THE HEARING OFFI C E R :  1 3 7 ,  S c o t t  Tyson? 

(No respons e . ) 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  N o .  1 3 8 , Gary Oneida,  

( N o  res pons e . )  

THE HEARING OFFICER:  N o .  1 3 9 , Laurie 

1 3 Her comments were i n  writing and rece ived for the record 

14 earl ier a s  Exh i b i t  7 4 9 . 

15 No . 1 4 0  i s  Marge Montgomery , Marge Mont-

16 gomery? 

17 
18  

(No response . )  

19 THE HEARING OFFICER:  No . 1 4 1 ,  C .  E .  W h i te . 

20 MR . W H I T E :  I am C .  E .  W h i t e ,  1 7 7 5  C a r ibou , 

21 Idaho Fal l s .  I ' ve heard a great deal here tonight about 

22 the so-ca l l ed emot iona l factor o f  do we need nuclear 

23 power or nuclear weapons or whateve r .  

24 I t ' s  not the i s sue with t h i s  hearing,  and 

25 a lot of t imes from my s tandpoint , I feel  i t ' s  been 
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wasted on t a l k i ng about those things , because we ' re here 

not to talk about are these things requ ired , but are 

they going to damage our environment or are they going 

to in some way impac t Idaho . 

I ' ve spent a lot of years in and out of 

nuclear business since the ' 5 0 ' s .  I t ' s  a very in-

terest ing bus ines s ,  and i t ' s  true that i n  the early days 

we d i dn ' t  have �uch t o  go on and things were done that 

we look back on now and you might say i n  abj ect horror , 

10 but those days I feel real ly �n my heart are ove r ,  and 

11 when w e  go into a program no� , we go into i t  rea l l y  

1 2  knowing wha t  we ' re g o i n g  to d o ,  I bel ieve . 

13 I ' ve worked in the Nevada te s t  s i t e ,  where 

14 we ' ve had above-ground shots , and I ' v� been out seven 

15 or e ight miles  away from the� , behind sand dune s ,  

16 watching them g o .  1 1 m  almost 6 9  years old , a n d  I don ' t  

17  have any canc e r ,  and I ' ve been i n  and out of  all k inds 

16 of f a c i l i t i es at the test s i t e  here and various 

19 So I think that we have an inherent s a f ety factor in 

20 our programs that are here . 

21 The process wh ich is  being advocated is 

22 the s a f e s t  thing that could pos s ibly be done wi th 

� If you try to a c tivate the weapons grade 

U plutonium with a reactor,  you ' re going to have probl ems 

25 or you could have probl ems . There are many things that 

2 2 3 Whi t e  

10 
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can occu r .  With the AVLI 5  technique , i t ' s  pretty 

d i f f icult to have any k ind of  a real i nc ident , so-ca l l e  
5 . 24 . 2 1 

" that could g i ve us a problem . "  There are so many 

safety factors b u i l t  into this operation . Everything 

is redundant two and three time s .  For example , we ' ve 

heard about the pos s i b i l ity of gases or exhaust being 

put into the air.  There are three separate systems 

that would have to go down one a f ter the other o r  5 . 24 . 9  
s imultaneously be fore t h i s  cou l d  happen . Th is i s  only 

one example of  what cou l d  b e  done , and this is  the 

Zone 1,  2 ,  and so-called exhaust f il t e r  systems . 

I do think that there needs to be some 

thought more may be given to transportation on the s i t e ,  

m a i n l y ,  because there a r e  some uncerti f i ed canisters 5 . 29 . 4 2 
that they talk about here . I ,  l ike some of the other 

peopl e ,  have read all - - somebody said 350 pages . It 

seemed more l ike 500 when I read i t ,  but it does spell 

out a few things i n  there wh ich I bel i eve s t i l l  need a 

l ittle study , bu t t h i s  is a d ra f t .  And t h i nk these 

things are going to come out from these hea r in g s .  

Al so,  the use o f  f reon in  some o f  the things 5 . 9 . 3  
which are b e i ng done . Maybe we can do without i t .  

5 . 9 . 4 
don ' t  know , but these are k ind of minor , real l y .  

The low l evel o f  the wastes that would go 5 . 3 0 . 5 . 1 3 
to the on-site disposal are a ,  I can ' t  see a n y  pos s i b i l i t  
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of getting the 2 0 0  to 1 , 0 0 0  feet down to the aqu i f er tha 

we have under the Snake River P l a i n .  There ' s  extremely 

l ow radiation or radiological exposure to persons Qut-

s ide , because eve rything is so far away from the 

boundarie s .  The sa feguards and secu r i t ies that are 

outl ined here and which are an i nherent part of  the S i t e  

a r e  virtu a l l y  i n fa l l ib l e ,  bel ieve me . 

This cou l d  be b u i l t  at o ther s i tes , but the 

o ther two s ites have r e a l l y  more publ ic exposur e ,  due 

to the close proximity of  people l iv ing in the area,  

for example , Savannah Rive r ,  people  l ive right around 

the p l an t .  

The Mayors o f  Ketchum and Sun Va l l ey are 

c once rned about tour i s t s  not coming out . I don ' t  think 

they ' re going to have any trouble with tourists not 

coming u n l e s s  they keep on ta lk ing about i t .  Then 

s omebody ' s  going to say, "Wel l , what the h e l l  are they 

talking abou t ? "  And i t ' s  many miles awa y .  

I t ' s  going to be bui l t  somewhere , I feel , 

a nd if it is , l et ' s  g e t  it here where it w i l l  do us 

some good . Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFFI C E R :  Order No . 1 4 2 ,  J .  

Casey Meredith? 

MR.  MERED I T H :  My name i s  Casey Meredi t h ,  

and I l ive a t  9 1 2  Shal e ,  pocate l l o ,  8 3 2 0 4 . I w i s h  t o  

2 2 5  Meredith 
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1 1  

1 2  
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20 

b r i e f l y  address two d i f ferent areas of t h i s  proposal 

and the proc e s s  by which we are evaluating i t .  The 

comme nts that I make are those of my own and not the 

committees wh ich I a ttend . 

My i n i t i a l  concern about thi s  document re-

gards the general a rea of  emergency response p lanning 

for commu n i t i es a f fected by the proposal . s it on the 

Hazardous Mater i a l s  Committee of  the Bannock County 

Reg ional area . Th i s  Committee has a s sumed the 

b i l ity to produce and e nact an emergency preparednes s  

plan for the Bannock reg ional a r e a  i n  accordance with 

the rules and regu l a t ions presented in  Title  3 o f  the 

Superfund Amendment Act enacted September o f  1 9 8 6 .  

Because o f  concerns about hazardous mate r i a l s  be ing 

s tored a n d  transported i n  the Pocatello area, th i s  

Comm i t tee org a n i z ed t o  develop plans a n d  procedures 

for HAZMAT response even b e f ore Title 3 regulations 

were enacted . That fores ightedne s s  on beha l f  o f  a f ew 

local o f f ic ia l s  put our reg ion far ahead of other 

commu n i t i e s  throughout Idaho and the n a t i o n .  E v e n  thou 

21 we are ahead of most communities  our p l anning is  

22 far ahead , we s t i l l  have an enormous amount of work to 

23 compl ete before we can honestly say that we are 

24 adequately prepared for accidents involving HAZMATs or 

26 l ow hazardous material s .  

2 2 6  Mere d i th 
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Passage of  T i t l e  3 is a g reat boos t  for 

emergency res ponse p l a nning . I t  emphas i z e s  planning 

f rom the bottom up _ I t  emphas i z e s  planning i nvolving 

a l l  leve l s  of governmen t .  I t  emphas i z es commu n ication 

and cooperat ion between all segme n t s  o f  the commun i ty ,  

i ndustry , agenc i es , and c it i z ens . Title  3 says 

emergency preparation and planning i s  essential to a l l  

c ommu n it i e s  i n  o u r  soc iety . Why i s  a document such a s  

Title  3 ,  t h a t  i s  so s ig n i f i cant to l o c a l  planners 

conspicuou s l y  absent i n  the Dra f t  E I S ?  The Draft 

c orrectly notes that s tate and county agencies are 

r e s pons i b l e  for developing and implemen t i ng e�ergency 

p l a ns . But by what means are the state and the counties 

to assess what materi a l s  are b e i ng transported in their 

areas to INEL?  What hazardous mate r i a l s  and hazardous 

waste products will be transported , stored , or u t i l i zed 

for the proposed SIS? What will be the frequency of 

such s h i pments ? On what routes w i l l  these shipments 

take place ? What is the mechariism by which local 

� commu n it i e s  w i l l  learn wha t  materia l s  they need to plan 

21 None of  t h i s  i s  addressed i n  the Draft E I S .  

22 I f  such a mecha n i sm i s  installed , and I 

23 bel ieve that a l l  l ocal planning for communities  along 

� these transportation routes w i l l  be lud icrous w i thou t 

� _ _  such mechan i sm - - what can you plan for i f  you 

2 2 7  Meredi th 

don ' t  know wha t ' s  there , what ' s  coming?  What resources 

does Butte County , for i n s t a nc e ,  have to adequately 

train its response personnel for the k i nd of  HAZMATs 

f ound for INEL ? What equipment does B i ngham County hav 

to protect their f i r s t  responders in  the event of  a 

serious h ighway accident ? what resources are readi l y  

ava i l able anywhere i n  t h e  State of  I d a h o  to d e a l  with 

radio!og i cal s ,  other than o n  the INEL S i t e ?  

I n  addition to m y  partic i pation on the 

10 Bannock Regional Hazardous Material  Comm i t tee , I a l s o  

" am a member of the Local Emergency P l a nn ing Committe e ,  

12 which comprises  the seven southeas tern count i e s  and the 

13  Fort Hall Reservation . That group i s  at tempting to 

14 coordi nate the emergency response planning e f forts of  

16 a l l  of  those e n t i ti e s .  I a l s o  a ttend mee tings of  the 

16  S t a t e  Emergency Res ponse Comm i s s ion . This i s  the 

17 Comm i s s ion respons i b l e  for emergency response planning 

10 for haz ardous mate r i a l s  s tatewide . I n  my experience in 

19 a l l  these levels of  HAZMAT planning i s  that no community 

� i n  the State of I daho i s  currently adequately prepared 

21 to handle emergencies with the k inds and amounts of 

n mate r i a l s  used in the propo s ed S I S  Pro j ect . 

n That i s  not to say that our planning efforts  

2 4  are wa s te f u l  or foo l i s h .  Many commu n i t i e s  have correctly 

� a s s es s e d  exactly what they could best do to protect 

2 2 8  Meredith 
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thems elves g iven thei r  e x i s ting l evel of  knowledge a nd 

resourc e s . What I wish to point out is that th i s  Dra f t  

f a i l s  t o  acknowledge a n y  respons i b i l i t y  f o r  the far 

g reater risk that the proposed S I S  wil l cau s e  to our 

towns , ou r c i t i es , and our rural cOJl"lmunit. ies . 

The Dra f t  document rel ie s  on exist i ng 

county plans to hand l e  any Site related emergency _ 

G iven current resources in counties throughout Idaho 

relying on these counties to properly p l a n , trai n ,  and 

10 equ i p  response teams to deal with the radiologica l s  that 

1 1  I NEL i s  proposing to s h i p  i n  and out o f  our state i s  an  

12 act borde ring between criminal and insa ne . 

13  This proposal is  hard on construction and 

14 development and soft on c lean-up and res toration . Why 

15  a ren ' t  DOE a nd INEL o ff ering u s  j obs to clean the 

16  e nvi ronment on the S i te ?  Why aren ' t  we debating the 

1 7  merit s  of  cl eaning up the aqu i fer versus cleaning u p  

1 8  t h e  b u r i e d  wast e s ?  W h y  aren ' t  w e  propo s ing a b i l l ion 

19 dollars to i nvestigate s p i n o f f  technologies  and a i r  

W pollut ion control strateg ie s  so we can al leviate the 

21 oxides emiss ions on the S it e ?  INEL and DOE 

22 h ave u s  bel ieve that the s l a te i s  clean as we 

23 on this bold new adventure in  weaponry , bu t the 

� i s , i n  fRc t ,  a very d i r t y ,  dangerous l y  pol luted 

25 Thank you very much .  

2 2 9  Meredith 
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THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  T h e  wi tness comments 

of Casey Mere d i t h  wi l l  be included i n  the record as 

Exhibit No . 7 5 3 . 

Order N o .  1 4 3 ,  Edward L .  S n i d e r ,  Edward L .  

Snide r ?  

(No respons e . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R ;  Order N o .  1 4 4 ,  Charles 

P a rk .  He s poke t h i s  a f ternoon ; next order i s  Alan L .  

Chris tensen , No . l 4 5 ?  

( No respons e . ) 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  1 4 6 ,  Edward M .  Hunter 

who spoke earl i e r ;  1 4 7 ,  Chris  McKi m .  

Th i s  i s  B e a t r i c e  B r a i l sf ord . 

MS . B RAILSFORD : Chris  McK i m ,  3 5 0  South 

Haye s ,  Pocate l l o ,  Ida h o ,  asked that I read her 

testimony for her t h i s  evening . I t ' s  quite  long , and 

i t ' s  qu ite l a t e ,  s o  i t  is  s u f fice to say that she i s  

20 opposed to the S I S . Thank you . 

21 THE HEARING OFF I C E R ;  The written comments 

22 of Chris McKim of Pocatel l o ,  Idaho , wi l l  be marked a s  

23 Exhibit 7 5 4  and i ncluded in the record as received . 

2. Order N o .  1 4 8 1  Mary E .  Lewis ,  Mary E .  Lewi s ?  

25 ( No response . )  

2 3 0  Bra i l s ford 
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THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  No. 1 4 9 , N e i l  

Ne i l  T i l lotson ? 

(NO response . )  

THE HEARING OFFICER:  N o .  1 5 0 ,  Tal Worley , 

he s poke e a r l i e r  today in the a f t ernoon s e s s ion . Order 

N o .  1 5 1 ,  W i l l  Kopinski ,  W i l l  Kop insk i ?  

Freema n .  

( N O  response . )  

THE HEARING OFF ICER,  Order N o .  1 5 2 ,  Lyle 

( No response . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  At t h i s  po i n t  we w i l l  

go to t h e  l i s t  o f  i ndividuals w h o  reg i s t e red a t  the 

door on Saturday , starting a t  the top of  the l i s t  

F r i day , excuse m e .  T h i s  i s  Wednesda y ,  right?  

Order N o . 1 ,  Laura B.  Miller,  Laura B.  

19 M i l l e r ?  

20 

(NO respons e . )  
21 

22 THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Peter Jens e n , Peter 

23 Jensen ? 

24 

(No response . )  
25 

2 3 1  
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THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Ke i th W i l son - - t h i s  

i s  Kathy W i l son f o r  Keith W i l s on , r i g h t ?  

MS . W I LSON , Yes . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  We need your name 

and address for the record , please . 

M S .  WILSON : My name i s  Kathy W i l s o n ,  

2 5 3 8  East Cottonwood Dr ive , Idaho Fal l s ,  a local 

person.  

I want  to thank you for the opportunity to 

s peak . I ' m  nervou s ,  and I hope people w i l l  l i s t e n .  

W h a t  t h e  i n i t i a l s  S I S  mean to me : Stop 

Insane Spend i n g  and Stop Idaho Stupi d i t y .  The f i r s t  

quest ion I a s k e d  myse l f ,  why Idaho , a n d  I think t h e  

r e a l  main reason i s  because our s tate i s  i s o l a t e d  and 

sparsely popu lated . What if there i s  an accident , and 

you say no? We l l , I say accidents do and can happen , 

and our space shuttle C h a l l enger and s e ven l ives l o s t  

a r e  proof of  t h a t ,  that with e v e n  the most updated and 

modern equ ipme n t ,  man i s  s t i l,l human and humans can and 

do make mistakes . 

I ' m  personally not w i l l ing to r i s k  my l i f e  

2 2  s o  some people c a n  h ave j obs or t o  h e l p  t h e  local 

� economy . I want more j o b s  in our area , a l s o , but not 

� when the risks outwe igh the bene f i ts . I am persona l l y  

25 very d i s appointed w i th a l l  our el ected o f f ic ial s .  

2 3 2  W i l  son 
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f e e l  they ' re only representing the special interest 

g roup , and this group stands to bene f i t  out o f  greed . 

I ask a l l  of you to stop thinking about your 

pocketbooks and s tart thinking about our wo rld . I ' d  

ask our e l ected o f f ic i a l s ,  why don ' t  you put your t ime 

a nd ef f o rt i nto h e l p ing bring other pos i t ive manu-

f acturing businesses to our area?  

As a mother of  two ch i l d ren , I know I,  l ike 

most mothers , encourage our c h i ldren to c l ean up the i r  

mess be fore they start another one . I feel my govern-

ment s hould do l ikew i s e . 

unt i l  there ' s  a s a f e ,  foolproof method of  

d isposal o f  nuclear waste , I f e e l  we should stop and 

c l ean up the messes we ' ve a l ready created . I suggest 

that the DOE and our government i f  they truly want 

eve ryone t o  feel  secure , rather than hav i ng a strong 

d e f ense b y  producing more p lutonium, build me and 

every f am i l y  in  the uni ted States a bomb shel t e r .  Look 

a t  all the j obs that wou l d  create . Ridiculous , you 

s a y ,  and I agre e .  Yes , that i s  ridiculou s .  N o  amount 

of new and improved p l utonium can or wi l l  make any of 

22 f e e l  s a f e  and secure anymore .  

23 SIS i s  ridiculous ; I say no to S I S .  Thank 

24 you . 

25 THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Commenter No . 4 ,  A .  

2 3 3  W i l son 

I 54 4  

N .  Chackee . 

MR.  CHACKEE ; My name is Al Chackee , and 

I l ive at 1 6 9 3  C l a i rmont Avenue in  Idaho Fal l s .  I ' m  a 

health phys i c i s t , and I ' ve been working with 

mate r i a l s  for about 35 years now , and I ' ve 

robab l y  had as much occupational exposure as anybody 

n the country , and I ' m  s t i l l  here . So I don ' t  have 

ny problem with radiation or rad ioac t i ve material . 

I also don ' t  have any problem with the S I S  

10 t I N E L .  I tota l l y  s upport t h e  construction o f  that 

11  
f a c i l ity a t  that Site . I have two spec i f i c  areas of  

1 2  
comment s , howeve r ,  on the E I S ,  and the f i rst has to do 

13 
with the need . 

14 
The people who have decided to b u i l d  the 

15 . S I S  know a lot more about why we need 1t than I do , and 

16 
h ave a lot of  faith in the i r  j udgment . So I support 

1 7  
need for it,.  What wou l d  l ike to say about that 

� 
is that it h as nothing to do with the material itse l f . 

19 I t  has never worked to try and b a n  anything . The thing 

� that counts is what do people do w i th i t ?  The Japanese 

21  i n  the 1 7 th Century tried to ban the use o f  - - wel l ,  

n they d i d ,  in  f act , ban the use of r i f le s ,  which the 

n Portuguese wanted to b r i ng i nto the country, because 

� thought they were too dangerous for the country to 

25 s e .  Howev e r ,  they s t i l l  went on k i l l ing people w i th 
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sabers and sword s .  A hundred years l a te r ,  the r i f l e s  

ere brought i nto t h e  country , a n d  we s a w  t h e  

f that i n  World War I I .  

S o  i t ' s  not bann ing th ings that count . What 

e have to do i s  change the way people t h i nk . And I 

QuId c h a l l enge L i z  Paul and a l l  h e r  s upporters to work 

award chang i ng the way people t hink rather than try to 

et rid o f  something . I t  won ' t  wo rk . 

The second thing I ' d  l ike to talk about is  

1 0  
he rad iolog i c a l  impacts of  the S I S .  One o f  the problems 

1 1  ith the Draft Environmental Statement i s  that 

12 
a l ittle out of  date , and I ' l l submit spe c i f i c  

1 3  omments about this  l a t e r  on in  writi ng . B u t  t h e  natural 

14  ackground numbers that are quoted in several places in 

The NCRA 15 he E I S  are about a f actor of  two too low . 

18 eport No . 9 3  that talks about ionized exposure in th is  

1 7  ountry now h a s  an e s t imate o f  about 3 0 0  m i l l igram per 

18  ear to each i nd i v idual i n  the country , rather than about 

18 5 0 ,  and that should be revised in the E I S .  And the 

� of thi s  i s  that i t  w i l l  show that the EIS impacts 

21 re about a factor too low than are s t ated in  the EI S .  

22 The other prob lem is that there are some 

23 isks to people stated in the E I S ,  and they ' re sta�ed as  

24 hough they are f acts . And the truth i s ,  for low levels 

� radiation , we don ' t  know what the r i sks are . We reall  

2 3 5  Chackee 

10 

11 
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don ' t ,  and the r isks could be z e r o .  And I t h ink this  

E I S  should say tha t .  Even i n  the hypothetical 

tion accident s ituation , the doses aren ' t  high enoug h ,  

that we can s ay what the risks are with any degree of  

erta inty at a l l . So t h i nk the E I S  should be amended 

o make it  very clear that a l l  of  the r i sks that are 

tated in  that document coul d ,  i n  f act , really be z e r o .  

e j u s t  don ' t  know . Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFF ICER:  Thank you . Order No . 

ichael B .  Whi t f i e l d .  

MR.  WHITFI ELD : Thanks f o r  t h i s  late 

1 2  pportunity . My name i s  Michael Whit f ie l d .  My address 

13  Box 1 7 9  Driggs , Idah o .  I test i fy i n  support o f  what 

14 b e l ieve to be the best interests of  my horne state.  

1 5  upport the No Ac tion Alternative iden t i f ied in the 

18  E I S .  I s u pport an I daho whose highways are f ree o f  the 

17 a z ard s  o f  nuclear wa ste transport . s upport an Idaho 

hose water , land , and a ir are free of  the threat o f  the 

18 40 tons of add i t ional p lu tonium wa s t e  the SIS w i l l  

� annua l l y .  Most important l y , I s upport an Idaho 

21 c i t i zens can say eye to eye , we don ' t  manufacture 

22 warheads i n  o u r  state . 

23 This D E I S  t e l l s  us of the s a fety record of  

24 he INEL should a l l ay our fears of  nuclear contam inat i o n .  

2 5  the INEL does have an exemplary s a f e ty record . 
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e t  accidents have occurred . We mus t ,  i n  this case , 

onsider the facets of the risk , one , the probabil ity of  

n accident and , two , the outcome should an accident 

ccur . 

In th is  case , a s i ng l e  unl ikely event could 

ffeet  Idaho for thousands of  years . This document t e l l s  

S n o t  t o  worry about t ransported plutonium on our 

ighways ,  the trucks would be top notch , wel l  maintai ned , 

i t h  two competent we l l  trained drivers for each transpor 

ow ma ny eng i neers does i t  take to wreck a conrail 

ocomoti v e ?  Humans a n d  technology are f a l l i bl e .  Given 

neugh transport s ,  enough oportun ities f o r  a mistake or 

vehi c l e  f a i l u r e ,  an  acc ident wi l l  happen . 

We ' re told the S I S  w i l l  produce ways that 

an be s a f e l y  stored i n  New Mexico salt s torag e .  

he New Mex ico deposi tory leaks , has a lways leaked , and 

re not safe for s torag e .  I t  seems � i g h l y  probable that 

daho ' s  l egacy a f ter s ix or seven active years of S I S  

i l l  be forever contaminated l andscap e .  

Several t imes i n  this hearing individu a l s  

ave suggested t h a t  s ince some of  our l eaders t e l l  u s  

e need S I S  i n  Idaho t o  ensure o u r  national defens e ,  

e s hould b l indly accept that j udgment .  Yet many o f  our 

eaders t e l l  us  we don ' t  need more plutonium. In  f a c t ,  

a n y  o f  o u r  leaders t e l l  us  t h e  g reatest current threat 

2 3 7  Whi t f i e l d  

t o  o u r  nat ional s e c u r i t y  i s  o u r  burgeoni ng national 

i ndebtedness . Th i s  Pro j ec t  i sn ' t  log i cal . We ' re asked 

to support with money we don ' t  have a project we don ' t  

need . 

Why do some of our l eaders suggest I daho as  

the site for SIS?  I f  SIS  i s  neces sary , why don ' t  these 

patriotic l eaders suggest basing SIS i n  Wash ington , D . C .  

I s  i t  because w e  i n  Idaho l ive i n  one o f  the country ' s  

least popu l a r  s t a t e s ?  There are risks . My three 

10  l ive within minutes of  the INEL , downwind of  Duboi s .  

1 1  Those three peop l e  i n  a l i ttle popul ated area mean the 

12 world to m e .  I a m  p a t r i o t i c  with m y  c h il dren and 

13  their futures i n  Idaho are not expendabl e .  Don ' t  

14  suggest that a nuclear armament i s  not on tonight ' s  

Consider what S I S  produce s ,  nuclear warheads . 

16 the logical arguments p a l e  by contrast w i t h  t h e  mora 

1 7  W h y  m u s t  our mixed energy as  a n a t i o n  be 

f ocused on implements of  war? We , the people of  the 

19 State s ,  are s t rong not because o f  our bonds but 

� of our energ y .  We make things happe n .  I f  we 

21 our intensity upon peace , we w i l l  have peace . I f  

22 suggest that the o n l y  way we can deal with our enemie 

n t o  k i l l  them, we wi l l  never be f ree of  enemies . 

24 The whole human h i s tory speaks o f  the 

� o f  those who woul d  a ttempt t o  h o l d  their neighbors 
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i n  bondage as  w e  d o  with nuclear weapons .  Such nations 

always f a l l ,  rotten at the core . 

Fina l l y , I h ave heard many speakers in 

these hearings suggest that Idaho natives are the only 

c i t i zens with the r ight to express opinions on the S I S .  

I ' m proud t o  note t h a t  m y  family h a s  resided i n  the 

Teton Va l l ey , Idah o ,  for f i ve generations . Does that 

qua l i fy me to express my opinion any more than anyone 

e l s e ?  I think not .  SIS  i s  a n  i ssue that extends far 

beyond Idaho . 1 1 m a c i ti z e n  of a frag i l e  p l a net , the 

only home we have . I say no to S I S .  

T H E  HEARING OFF I C E R :  T h e  n e x t  scheduled 

commenter is Miche l l e  Whitf i e l d .  

MS . WHITFIELD : Michelle Wh itfield , and my 

16 add ress is Box 2 3 ,  Dubo i s ,  Idaho , 8 2 3 4 3 . I am 

18 here to express my s upport of the No Action Alternative 

17 outl ined in the D E l S .  

1 8  M y  ma i n  concern l ie s  w i t h  the f u t ure of  

1 9  Idaho beyond the next seven or eight years . My f i rs t  

20 point is concern over the additional nuc lear waste wh ich 

21 would be transported as  we l l  as  produced in Idaho . The 

22 DOE h a s  i n formed us the b i l l  to c lean up the Nation ' s  

23 nuc l ear weapons production plant has al ready cost us up 

24 to $ 1 0 0  b i l l ion . HoW, then , can the SIS be economic a l l y  

25 b en e f i cia l ?  

2 3 9  Whi t f ie l d  

Second l y ,  where a r e  we to send
-

the 5 . 3 0 . 3 . 8  
temporary wast e ?  The original s i t e  for permanent 

s torage in New Mexico has al ready been found to l e a k .  

W i l l  I d a h o  be the temporary s torage s i te for the next 

30 years while the DOE tries to f ind a p l ace to send the 

waste? Idaho cannot be trul y prepared for the S I S  until  

we have secured a s a t i s f a c tory permanent s torage area . 

Th ird , I f ind it ludicrous that if the S I S  

proposal were t o  proceed , t h a t  Idaho wou l d  be t h e  pre-

10  f erred site . I s  it not tru l y  much safer to base the s i t  

1 1  i n  Hanford i n  order to keep nuclear f�el outside o f  

1 2  Idaho ' s  highway s ?  

13 My next point refers to the phil osophy that 

14 SIS i s  unpatriotic or shows a distrust i n  our 

15 governme n t .  May I remind you that a democ ratic 

18 is one i n  which off i c i a l s  are elected to repre-

1 7  the const ituent s ,  which a l l  o f  us  as  U . S .  and I daho 

18 are . It is our respons i b i l ity to s tate our 

19 

20 Next I a s k ,  is there s uch a thing as  

21 superiori t y ?  O n c e  w e  h a v e  the power to des troy 

22 pla net several t ime s ove r ,  wha t  good does it do to 

n our nuclear powe r ?  I ' d  l ike to quote Henry 

24 issinge r ,  who said , " Wh a t  i n  the name o f  God is  

25 trategic superiority? What i s  the signif icance o f  a 

2 4 0  Whi t f i e l d  

5 . 3 0 . 2 . 1  

5 . 2 9 . 3 1  

4 . 1 3 

mailing

Secondly, where are we to eend the so-calle

7

8

13 My next point refere to the philoeophy that

14 opposing SIS is unpatriotic or shows a distrust in our

s elected government. May I remind you that a democratic

IS nation is one in which officials are elected to repre-

17 sent the constituents, which all of ue ae U.S. and Idaho

itizens It ie our responsibility to etate our

•pinion.

Next I ask, is there such a thing as

:trategic Once we have the power to destroy

22 he planet eeveral timee over, what good does it do to

ncrease I'd like to quote Henry

5.30.3.8
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politica l l y ,  m i l i tar i l y ,  operationa l l y  at these levels 

o f  numbe r s ?  What do you do w i th it ? "  

5 . 2 4 . 2 7 Plutonium is ext reme l y  tox i c ,  and I hope 

it will not be put on Idaho ' s  highways and u l timately 

i nto Idaho ' s  environment . hope we can see Idaho ' s  

future a s  the most important i s sue and choo s e  the No 

1 . 1  7 
Action Alternative . Thank you . 
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Radford ? 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Dave Rad ford? Dave 

( NO response . )  

THE HEARING OFFIC E R :  CharI j Richmond , 

Charlie Richmond? 

Heint z ?  

( No response . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  T r i g  Hein t z , Trig 

( NO respons� . )  

THE HEARI NG OFF I C E R :  No . 1 0 ,  Shane 

Dawson , Shane Dawson? 

( NO re spons e . )  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  Order 11 , J i l l  

J i l l  S iewart? 

2 4 1  Wh i t f i e l d  

10  

1 1  

12 

13 

14 

15 

18 

17  

THE HEARING OFF ICER:  Order 1 2 ,  Jasper 

Lawson-Kunst , Jasper Lawson-Kuns t ?  

Chr i s  Kun s t ?  

Janet Lawson? 

Mike D iener? 

( No response . )  

THE HEARING OFFICER :  1 3 ,  Chris Kunst ,  

( No response . )  

THE HEARING OFF ICER:  1 4 ,  Janet Lawso n ,  

( NO response . )  

THE HEARING OFFICER:  1 5 ,  Mike Diene r ,  

( N o  response . )  

THE HEARING OFF ICER:  1 6 ,  Janet F r i se l l a ,  

1 8  F r i s el l a ?  

1 9  

( No respons e . )  
20 

21 THE HEARING OFFICER : 1 7 ,  Charles Park 

n this afte rnoon at 3 : 4 0 p . m .  

23 I s  there anybody in the room who e ither pre 

� to comment or reg i s tered at the door on 

25 who wou l d  l ike to comment and has not had the 
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opportu n i ty t o  do 5 0 7  We have one gentl eman here _ _  

excu s e  me , yes . P l ea s e  s tep forward and g ive us your 

name for the record . 

M R .  BREED : I ' m  Mike Breed , 2 0 5  MacAdoo, 

Blackfoot,  Idaho . I have l ived i n  Southeast Idaho for 

33 years , except for the f ive years I spent in mil itary 

service . In  all of  the years I have never felt 

threatened by any o f  the projects loca ted at the INEL . 

Cons idering the INEL ' s  saf ety record, location of the 

SIS there will not change my conf idence . 

My father was employed as a construction 

12 a t  the INEL o f f  and on for 3 0  years , during which 

13  I g rew u p  l iving in and loving this  area . After 

serving i n  the Air Forc e ,  I was able to once aga i n  make 

15 horne here I largel y because of  the employment oppor-

16 o f f e r ed. at t h e  INEL . Many Idahoans haven ' t  

17 a s  fortunate . They have had to leave our g reat 

18 State to f u rther their education in their chosen f i e l d ,  

19 a fter being educated h e r e ,  there was no employment 

� within the State . 

21 I f  the S I S  technology is brought to Idaho, 

5 . 2 7 . 1 5 . 1  22 it may give Idahoans a chance to be educated in Idaho 

� u n i v e r s i t i e s  for a technical j ob i n  Idaho . The 

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 7  24 s u rrounding commu ni ty ' s  u nemployment rates will drop 

25 because o f  the new j obs created by the S I S .  The State 

2 4 3  

10 

11 

12  

I 54 8  

wi l l  bene f i t  from increased revenue f rom income and 

s a l e s  taxes paid. by a larger work force , and the nation 

w i l l  be able to ful f i l l  its  needs for p l utonium with a 

s a f e r  and more economical means to ma intain a s trong 

defense for a l l  of man .  Thank you . 

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  The written comments 

of Michael S .  Breed. w i l l  be put in  the record a s  Exh i bi t  

N o .  7 5 5 , B-r-e-e-d . 

Are there any other pre-reg istered or 

s cheduled speakers at this time that May want to speak? 

Back her e ,  s i r .  

M R .  NORMAN : Looks l ike our numbers have 

13 of dwind l ed tonight . I wasn ' t  goinq to , but I 

14 I ' d  better f i rst of a l l  state my opinion . 

15 

16 

17 

16 

19 

20 

THE H EARING OFF I C E R :  Excuse me , s i r .  

need your name and addre s s . 

M R .  NORMAN : My name is Kel l y  Norman .  

l ive a t  Route 7 ,  Box 1 0 5 ,  Ammon , Idaho . 

THE HEARING OFFICER : Thank you . 

M R .  NORMAN : I had quite a s peech prepared , 

21 of  a l l  about m y  f a m i l y  h e r e  in  Idah o .  I ' m  proud 

n be an Idaho c i t i z en l iving in the c i ty where our 

� l eaders w i l l  s upport u s . Our famil y  moved to Idaho 

� 1 9 6 0 . My father was employed b y  a wholesal ing 

� that ' s  d i r e c t l y  r e la ted t o  the constru c tion 
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indu s try . I ' ve heard a lot of testimony t e s t i f ied f ir s t  

o f  a l l  t h a t  i t ' s  not worth g i ving up Our dignity or our 

l i festyle i n  Idaho for a quick ,buck . 

Wel l ,  that was 2 7 - 2 8  years ago when we move 

to Idaho , a nd it is - - the S i t e  has been'  a major factor 

i n  that .. 

As to the s ta tements no more nuc lear bombs , 

no action option and the l ik e ,  I bel ieve l ike others 

that we need a strong national defense and do not b e l i e v  

we ' d  be t a l k i ng w i t h  other w i th oppo s i ng nuclear 

powers without our nuclear d eterrent . 

From what I understand about the S I S , the 

S p e c i a l i zed I sotope Separa t o r ,  i t  doesn ' t  create more 

p l uton i u m ,  but re f ines what we al ready have . I have 

f ive sons so f a r ,  and I hope that ' s  not the end , all o f  

1 6  I hope w i l l  have j o b  opportunities in  Idaho . The 

17 I NEL has been a le ader in  s a f e ty and nuc lear res earch , 

18 and in the pa s t  ten years it seems l �ke l eaders in 

19 waste management . We have done some special proj ects 

5 . 3 0 . 1 . 1 4 20 out there of which I have had the pleasure of working o n  

21 that is s ta te of  the art waste managemen t .  I t  almost 

22 appears to me that we do not have enough was te to make 

23 some of these plants even function . There ' s  one out a t  

24 the north end r ight now that ' s  wa i t ing for something to 

25 p roce s s . I worked at the INEL on and o f f  for 1 5  years . 

2 4 5  Norman 
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I ' ve a l s o  had t o  work out o f  s tate , going e l s ewhere to 

f ind j ob s .  I be l i eve f i r s t  of a l l  in the safety and 

secur ity o f  the INEL . I support the S I S  wholehearted l y . 

Thank you . 

THE H EARING OFF I C E R :  Thank you .  Any other 

pre-regi s tered speake r s ?  S tep down here , s i r .  

M R .  NORMAN : Randy Norma n ,  No . 9 9 .  

THE HEARING OFF ICER:  Mr . Randy Norma n ,  

No . 9 9  on t h e  speaker ' s  l i s t .  

M R .  NORMAN : I ' m Randy Norma n .  I reside 

at 5706  Moses i n  Chubbuck , Idaho . have a w i f e  and 

f ive c h i ldren . I ' m  happy to be here tonigh t .  I ' ve 

l ived in Idaho for 27 years . am here to voice my 

support for the S I S .  W e  e l ected pol itical l eaders 

through the popu l a r  vote , and i n  the opinion o f  these 

18 leaders , we need some more weapons grade 

17 p l uton i u m .  

18 And these people that des igna ted a large 

19 portion of money to secure the defenses of our nation 

20 and b u i l d  t h i s  S I S  defense pro j ec t . The INEI has a very 

21 safety record . What better place is there that 

n coul d  bu i l d  a f a c i l i t y  l ike thi s ?  Wouldn ' t  i t  be 

n i f  we could have a world f ree of  nuclear arms , but 

U w e  walk away f rom i t , what i s  going t o  s top the other 

� from taking us  over ? I ' m  proud to be an American 

2 4 6  Norman 
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and have the freedoms that we have , and a s  has been 

s t a ted here by several other peop l e ,  

t o  def end m y  country in any way that 

woul d  be happy 

can . I wou l d  

be proud to work on t h e  S I S  a n d  d o  anything I could to 

h e l p  or b u i l d  this Project . 

As an e l ectrician and a U . S .  c i t i z e n ,  

wou ld b e  happy t o  support t h e  S I S .  Thank you . 

M R .  W I XOM : My name i s  Bryan F .  Wixom , and 

I res ide a t  5 2 7  West 75 South i n  B l ack foot , Idaho . I ' d 

10 
to go on record in support o f  this SIS Pro j ect for 

1 1  
several reasons . One i s  because of  the const ruction and 

12 
permanent jobs it would create and the tax revenu e .  A 

13 l ot of peop l e  c a l l  us greedy and s e l f - serving , but I 

14 how many o f  them are unemployed l ike I am r ight 

16 now . 

16  I bel ieve the INEL is  a s a f e  place to wor k .  

17  I worked a refuel ing on a Naval reactor there two yea�s 

18 ago , so I ' ve seen f i rsthand the safety procedures they 

19 through to ensure we won ' t  have a nuclear acc ident 

20 out there . believe the security is s trong out there , 

21 and I ' d  j us t  l ike to go on record as  being in support 

22 S I S .  

23 

24 Thank you . 

25 

1 1 1 1 keep it shor � ,  because it ' s  late . 

THE HEARING OFFI C E R :  A n y  other scheduled 
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commenters at this point that have not had a chance to 

commen t ?  It has been my tradition throughout the course 

o f  these hearings that anyone who stayed this late that 

would l ike to com�ent and d idn ' t  have a chance to pre-

reg i s te r ,  we i l l  go ahead and accommodate them, and we 

do have one gentl eman , Ben Deasen . 

M R .  DEASEN : My name is Ben Deasen , and I 

l ive at 8 9 0  Northeast Bonn e r .  Recent l y  on a f l ight o u t  

o f  s tat e ,  I met an i ndividu a l . He was a spy for the 

Pakis tan Army . He a l so went on miss ions ins ide India 

to gather information . He expla ined to me that the 

poverty in India is  a direct r e s u l t  of  their robbing 

the impoverished economy of India in preparation of war 

and bui lding war material s .  " I t ' s  a shame " h e  s a i d ,  "A  

shame that mank ind must g u i l ti ly f ace up to . "  

Does b u i l d i ng more we aponry make economic 

sense? Does l i f e  have to promi s e  death? Every weapon 

that is made , every warship launched,  every rocket f ired 

s ignify i n  the f inal sense a thef t  from those who hunger 

and who are not f e d ,  those who are cold and not c lothed? 

We a l l  can talk about economic gains to Idaho , but 

someone has to pay the b i l l .  Who l s  going t o  pay for 

n Pro j ec t ?  

24 A l l  bus i nessmen know there is  no such thing 

25 a free l unch . The money to fund S I S  is not ava i lable 
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Our government h a s  no mone y _  O u r  government is  o n  the 

verge of  bankruptcy with a two and a h a l f  tril l ion dol l a  

d e f i c i t . T h e  i nterest expense alone is  a whopping 

$ 2 1 5  b i l l ion a yea r .  T o  fund t h i s  d e f i c i t ,  o u r  govern-

ment i s  relying heav i l y  on foreign funds . To attract 

f oreign inves tment s ,  our government - - or should we 

say you a nd I - - have to pay higher interest rate s . 

So now with crippl ing interest rate s ,  our economy i s  

being choked t o  death . 

The d e f i c i t  spend i ng for overk i l l  w i l l  

1 1  b r i ng t h i s  country to its knees without a bomb ever 

12 launched . It a ppears f rom a pure economic pro-

13  that our enemies would s upport pro j ects l ik.e 

14 For such exces s e s ,  w e  w i l l  surely des troy this 

15  nation , as we fall into the hands of  our creditors 

18 

1 7  Short-term economic gain for Idaho at the 

18 of our national economic deterioration is  

19 I n  this wor l d ,  money talk s .  T h e  economic 

20 o f  America is  fundamental to the survival of 

21 peopl e .  

22 A nuclear weapon cannot save a bankrupt 

n The interest on the federal debt is equivalent 

� $ 2 , 0 0 0  per year for every working man and woman in the 

� State s . Econom i s ts e stimate that i f  we stop the 

2 4 9  Deasen 

10  

1 1  

1 5 52  

d e f i c i t  s pending interest - - o r  i f  w e  stop the d e f i c i t  

spending , i nterest rates could d r o p  by almost hal f .  Thi 

puts doll ars in  every Idahoan ' s  pocket instead of  j u s t  

a f ew .  There is  n o  such thing a s  a f ree l unch , s o  how 

is it that a government on the brink of bankruptcy can 

s pend i t  o n  such exces s e s ?  I t  is  the same as the concep 

of  having a thousand full of nuclear overk il l .  Thank 

you . 

THE HEARING OFFICER :  Does anyone e l s e  wish 

to comment? Two back there , okay , s i r ,  and then the 

l ady . We w i l l  enter into the record the f o l l owing 

12 received at the des k ,  Exhibit No . 7 2 8 ,  Judy 

13 M-i-n-s-h-a-l - l ; Exhibit 7 3 0 ,  Chri s  Lempke ; 

14 7 3 1  Suz anne Falk ingham; Exhibit 7 3 2 ,  David W. 

15 Exhibit 7 3 3 ,  W i l l iam J .  Dal ton . 

18  Give your name and addr e s s  for the recor d ,  

17  

18 MR. KUNZ : Thayne Kunz , 1 79 North 7 6 0  We s t ,  

1 9  Idaho . I want to go on record that I support 

20 S I S .  Most of  my comments are economic .  

21 Everybody that ' s  in  here s e ems to think 

n that ' s  a dirty wor d ,  but when you ' re out of  work 

your w i fe ' s  holding down three part-time jobs , it ' s  

� a dirty word . 

25 My name i s  Thayne Kunz , I ' m  a l i f e  long 
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res ident of  B ingham Cou nty , a fou rth generation Idahoa n .  

That gentleman m ight know me . He may be related to me . 

I ' m  o r i g i n a l l y  from the Teton Bas i n ,  named Drake Kunz , 

even though we have d i f feri ng views . 

My trade is plumb e r ,  and I ' m  unemployed at 

the t ime . I n  recent years , I ' ve seen unemployment l evel 

o f f ,  so when I see the news regularly that says good 

times are here , it ' s  the big rah , because the good times 

aren ' t  here . 

The sad part of it is I ' ve got a lot of  

company . Being a resident o f  B ingham County , I ' ve seen 

a lot of  good opportuni t i e s  pass  by . They ' re real 

prof icient at turning them down i n  Bingham County , and 

t h i s  has to stop . S I S  is the p l a c e , and S I S  is the job . 

15 many others may d i s agree with me , but not a l l  of us 

16 can make our money in Cal iternia and out of  state and 

17 use Idaho a s  a summer home . 

18 Now I ' m usually a better l i s tener than I 

18 am a talke r ,  but in  Twin F a l l s  the other nigh t ,  I heard 

20 a lot that was going on . I watched young women bring 

21 the i r  children up and parade them in front of  u s ,  and 

22 sympathi z e ,  and I agree with a lot they say . But 1 1 m 

23 a f ather of three and some of them are going to I S U ,  and 

24 I ' ve had d i s c u s s ions with them . And as far as me s e e i ng 

25 the i r  futu re , it ' s  not in Idaho , so I may be the l a s t  

2 5 1  Kunz 

10 

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

14 

15 

18 

17 

18  

generat ion that ' s  employed i n  Idaho and l iving in  Idaho , 

as far as I can tel l . I ' ve got one tha t ' s  out of state 

r ight now , and i s  directly on account of  the economy of 

thi s  a rea . 

The S I S  cou l d  change tha t .  S IS could make 

a d i f f erenc e .  S I S  could open u p  work , not only out on 

the S i te but it  wou ld help the whole area , and broth e r ,  

we n e e d  the help . 

I truly be l ieve they w i l l  build the S I S ,  

i f  not here somewhere e l s e . The people who oppose S I S  

a re saying n o ,  and the def i n i t ion of  Webster of  n o  i s  

t o  deny . I feel  that they are denying me , they are 

denying my f r iend s , my f am i l y ,  my ne ighbor s ,  and all of  

Idaho of  the d igni ty of  gainful employment . 

Now t h i s  wa s g o ing to be the end of my 

comment s ,  but , o h ,  about a week ago on telev i s ion I 

was watching a program that had an opponent and somebody 

that supported S I S  on televis io n ,  and the chair person 

19 questioned and a sked what s h e  knew about security 

� sa fety on the INEL . Her comment was that she had 

21 on a couple of  tours . W e l l  thi s ,  to me , is typical 

n expert on wha t secur i ty and s a f e ty i s  that she took 

n coupl e of tour s . To me , t h i s  i s  l ike not understanding 

� Idaho is abou t .  I mean there ' s  people back East 

� couldn ' t  unders tand why f a rmers want to protect 
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their haystacks in  Mud Lake . Same d i f ferenc e .  

That ' s  the end o f  my comments , thank you . 

MS . GAUCHAY : My name is Vickie Gauchay , 

and I r e s ide at Box 1 2 1 ,  Dubo i s ,  Idaho, 8 2 4 2 3 .  I ' m not 

opposed to the location o f  the I N EL . I am opposed to 

SIS . I have a que stion for those who feel that it i s  

a n  improvement on t h e  economic s ituation of  o u r  State . 

Why isn ' t  the nuclear power produced at the INEL used 

f or our good , because o f  the decis ions for use of 

nuclear power are pol i t i ca l .  Utah Power & Light is  a 

good example of this . We have to pay $ 1 0 0  a month for 

our power b il l s ,  whereas the nuc lear power would be 

13 cheaper I but it is not o ff ered to u s ,  because thing 

14 a re pol itica l .  

15 I b e l i eve most people are being pol itically 

16 by those who desire the S I S .  S I S  i s  a 

17 short-term answer for a few p o l i t i c ians seeking short-

16 term power position s .  

19 Thomas Payne , the great pamphl e teer of the 

20 War spoke o f  a man stand i ng at the doorway 

21 of his home , holding the hand of  his child . When asked 

22 he would not stand up and f ight,  his an swer was 

23 that he w a s  o n l y  interested i n  peace now . 

� of the c h i l d ?  I w i sh to ask the question , where 

� o u r  respons ibil ity to t h e  s tewardship we have f o r  

2 5 3  Gaucha�' 
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1 1  

12 

13 
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our future genera tion s ?  A s  a teacher o f  high school 

students ,  I b e l i eve we ought to th ink about thi s .  

THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  D o e s  anyone e l s e  d e -

sire to comment? Yes , s i r .  Please give your name and 

address for the record , s i r .  

MR . BRITER : M y  name i s  E d  B r i t e r .  I l ive 

at Route 9 ,  Box 6 6 , Idaho Fal l s ,  Idaho . I l ived in 

Idaho a l l  my l if e  s ince 1 9 2 3 .  I �u l d  l ike t o  address 

two aspects of  this  proposed boondogg l e .  Fir st , the 

tax aspects . The INEL pays no property tax , no s a l e s  

tax ,  no fuel t a x ,  a n d  a v o i d s  mo st o t h e r  costs s u c h  a s  

l icense fee s ,  e t  cetera . They furnish demands on our 

school s ,  sewers , h ighways and other publ ic services , but 

14 pay token taxes or fees . 

15 S u r e ,  INEL employees pay tax e s , but so do 

18  employees of private busine s s .  Then the bus i nesses 

17 burdened by taxes , a l s o .  I remember t h e  impo s s i b l e  

1 8  school probl em we h a d  i n  the ' 5 0 ' s  a n d  ' 6 0 ' s ,  trying 

19 keep up with b u il d i ng school s for the I NEL students . 

20 The DOE has j us t  recentl y ,  j u st a f ew days 

21 ago , admitted that the s a l t  dome s torage f a c i l i t i e s  in  

n Mexico may be unusable .  S o  where do these nuclear 

23 go? You guessed i t ,  right here in Idaho . Idaho 

24 I t have much pol i tical clout , so we ' ve only been 

� elected as the S I S  location becau s e  the other s tates 
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10  
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1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

1 6  

1 6  

17 

16 

don ' t  want i t .  W e  don ' t  have the c lout to keep other 

state ' s  wastes out now. How can we get rid of  our own 

waste s ?  Our moral pos i tion will  be abysmal . How can 

we t e l l  New Mexico , Nevada,  or other state s ,  "We ' l l  

take the j obs , you take the wastes " ?  

Temporary s torage of nuclear wastes in  

Idaho has s tretched into years . How long is temporary? 

Now we ' ve heard much talk about outsiders 

t e l l ing Idahoans how to run the State . Well my 

creden t i a l s  as  a native Idahoan are better than most 

anyone here . Pract i c a l l y  every comparable long-term 

resident I know personal l y  opposes S I S .  Indeed , if we 

CQu i d  turn the c lock back to 1 9 5 0 ,  we wou l d .  Unless 

you worked a t  the Site or were a developer , reacto r ,  

e t  cetera , the impact of  t h e  S i t e  h a s  been tota l l y  

negative o n  u s .  This w i l l  be t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  S I S .  

Now o u r  descendents , if  w e  have any , will  

curse this generation for our incredible s e l f ishne s s .  

1 9  have despoiled the eart h l  we have wasted our re-

� and , l e f t  a pol l u ted wasteland f o r  coming 

21 A l l  th i s  for a few jobs and a high 

22 of l iving , or rather l iving h igh . Who has the 

23 mos t toys wins . 

24 I j us t  have to support the No Action 

26 thank you . 
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THE HEARING OFF I C E R :  T h e  written comments 

of Ed Briter will be included in the record as  Exhibit 

No . 7 5 6 .  

Are there others who woul d  l ike t o  comment 

at this point? Others here who wou l d  l ike to s ing or 

danc e ?  

A t  t h i s  point,  I w i l l  perform m y  own trick . 

I t ' s  a great vanishing act . Thank you for your attentio 

a nd your patienc e .  

With this , w i l l  now fo.rma l l y  close and 

terminate this , the Idaho Fa l l s ,  Idaho , hear ing on the 

Dra f t  Environmental Statement of  the SIS Pro j ect . 

Thank you , and g ood evening . 

( The hearing was adj ourned . )  

2 5 6  

2

4

5

e

7

a

9

14

We

sources;

generations.

standard

Alternative,

2

3

4

5

a

7

a

a

17

24

1

Impact



!..TI 
I.D 
...... 

REPORTE R ' S  AFFIDAVI T  

STATE OF I DAHO 
B 9 .  

county o f  Bonnevi l l e  

I ,  KAREN KONVALINKA , do he reby certify that 

I am an Of f ic i a l  Certif ied Shorthand Reporter and Notary 

Pub l ic in a nd for the S tate of  Idaho; 

That I took down the proceedings aforesaid 

10  
at the time and place the rein named and thereafter re-

1 1  duced the s ame to typewri t i ng under my direct ion and 

12 control . 

13 I further cert i f y  that I have no interest i 

14  the event of  the act ion . 
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HEARING OFFICER: Good afternoon, ladies and 

gent l emen. If I could have your attention, please. wil l 

now formally commence thi s  public hearing concerning the 

review of the Draft Envi ronmental Impact statement relative 

to the United States Department of Energy ' s  proposed Special 

Isotope Separation Proj ect . Thi s  proceeding is of f icially 

designated as the Twin Fal l s ,  Idaho, publ i c  hearing on 

Department of Energy Document No. DOE/E IS-0 1 3 6 ,  held on the 

28th day of March 1 9 8 8 .  and commencing at two p . m .  in the 

afternoon. 

My name is Roy Eiguren. I ' m  an attorney from 

Boise, Idaho, and I will be the hearings of f i cer for this 

and the subsequent public hearings held to receive comment 

on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed 

siting ,  const ruction and operation by the Department of 

Energy of a Spe cial Isotope Separation Project ut i l i z i ng the 

Atom i c  Vapor Laser Isotope Separtion process technology. 

will refer to th is i n  subsequent proceedings as well as 

prior proceedings in thi s  se ries of hearings as DOE ' s  DEIS 

publ i c  hearings on the SIS proj ect . 

As mentioned, I ' m  an attorney in private 

practice i n  Boise .  I ' ve been retained by the Department of 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 
P. O. Box 57 8 .  Boise. ID 83701 
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Energy to conduct thi s  series of publ ic hearings as an 

independent and unbiased party to assure the opportunity for 

all interested organizations and individuals to comment on 

the Draf t Environmental Impact Statement . Accordingly , I ' m  

not a n  advocate for o r  against the proposed action taken by 

the Department of Energy in this matte r ;  rather , I ' m  a 

neutral th i rd pa rty who has coordinated both the development 

of the procedu res that we are following in the conduct of 

these hearings as well as conduct the hearings themselves. 

The issue that i s  the subject of th is 

proceeding is the Department ' s  pr oposals to site, construct 

and operate an S IS facil ity at one of three locations in the 

United States; the DOE ' s  Idaho National Engineering 

Laboratory nea r  Idaho Fal l s ,  Idaho, which is located north 

of Twin Fal l s ;  the DOE ' s  Hanford Reservation near Richland, 

Washington; or the Department of Ene rgy ' s  Savannah River 

Plant near Aiken, South Carolina. Each of these three sites 

i s  designated as an a l ternative that is considered in the 

DE IS.  The fourth and f inal alternative under consi deration 

by the Department i s  a No Action Alternative, which would be 

a depa rtmental decision not to site, construct or operate an 

SIS facil ity . As stated in the DE IS , the Department ' s  

preferred alternative i s  t o  site, construct and operate the 

SIS proj ect at the Idaho Nati onal Engineering Laboratory. 

To put this hearing in pe r spective, it i s  

2 
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important that you understand the key elements of the 

federal l aw that requi res the Depa rtment of Energy, before 

making a f i nal dec i s i on i n  this matte r ,  to f i rst conduct a 

comprehensive rev i ew of the env i r onmental factors associated 

with each of the alternatives as prev iously menti oned. The 

National Env i ronmental Pol icy Act of 1969 or NEPA, as it ' s  

known, Publ i c  L aw 91-91 0 ,  requires that all federal agencies 

develop procedures that insure that envi ronmental amenities 

or val ues are given appropr i ate consi deration i n  federal 

gover nment decisionmak!ng. Thi s  l aw also requires that 

recommendations for -major federal actions sign i f i cantly 

affecting the quality of human envi ronment - be f i rst 

preceded by the development and compl etion of an 

Envi ronmental Impact Statement, or EIS ,  that fully and 

caref ully examines the potential env i ronmental impacts of 

the proposed federal action. 

The Department of Energy has determined that 

its proposa l ,  the proposed action in siting, const ructing 

and operati ng the SIS plant i s  a major federal action that, 

under NEPA, requi res the development and compl etion of an 

EIS. Accordingly , by the publ ication on October 3 1 ,  1 9 86 , 

of a Notice of Intent to Prepa re an EIS in the Federal 

Reg i ster,  the Depa r tment of Energy comme nced the process 

that led to the development and publ ication of the Draft 

Env i r onmental Impact Statement which is the subject of thi s  
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hea r i ng. 

The DEIS was prepared by the Department, with 

the assi stance of an independent contractor, NUS 

Corporation, after an extensive process of receiv ing publ ic 

comment through scoping or the initial input phase of th i s  

E I S  development proceeding. Du r i ng scoping publ i c  comment 

on the scope or magnitude of issues to be addressed in the 

EIS was received, as well as speci f ic comment on issues 

themselves. Scoping i nc l uded rece i pt of extensive written 

publ ic comment, as well as oral comment, in two l engthy 

publ i c  meetings or hearings ;  one was held in Idaho Fal l s ,  

Idaho, o n  February 2 4 t h ,  1987 , and t h e  second was h e l d  i n  

Boi se o n  the 26th o f  February, 1987 . 

As a resul t of the input received during 

scoping, the following i s sues were analyzed i n  the Draft 

Envi ronmental Impact Statement relative to each of the 

alternatives that I previously ment ioned. Accor dingly, the 

issues that are in the Draft EIS that were analyzed are as 

fol l ow s :  

No. 1 .  Off-site general population of 

radiological and non- radiological effects resul t ing f rom 

potent i al accidents at an SIS facil ity. 

Issue No. 2 .  Effects on the general 

population f rom emissions of radiological and 

non- radiological releases caused by normal operations of an 
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SIS faCi l ity. 

Issue No. 3 .  Exposure of operating pe r sonnel 

to radi ological sources and non-radiological releases dur i ng 

normal operations of an SIS facil ity. 

Issue No. 4 .  Incremental differ ences and 

environmental impacts between operating existing chemical 

processing facil ities and the proposed action. 

Issue No. 5 .  Effects on ai r and water quality 

and other environmental consequences during construction and 

operation of an S IS facil ity. 

Issue No. 6 .  Cumulative effects of operations 

of such a facil ity , including changes i n  suppor t  operations 

related to i t .  

Issue No. 7 .  On-site and off-site 

transportation of nuclear mater i al s .  

I ssue No. 8 .  An analysis o f  appl icable 

federal , state and local regulations applying to the 

const r uction and operation of an SIS plant. 

Issue No. 9 .  The decontamination and 

decommissioning such a facil ity. 

Issue No. 1 0 .  I r retrievable and i r reversible 

commitment of resources in the use of land and mate r i al s ,  

scarce and strategic material s, f uels and other reSOUrces 

rel ated to the co nstruction and operation of such a 

faci l ity. 
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The f i nal issue. Mitigation measures 

necessary to respond to each of the environmental 

consequences associated with all the alternatives. 

The EIS prepa ration and review process i n  the 

United States is gov erned by federal regulations establ ished 

by the Council on Environmental Quality or CEQ, which is an 

agency within the Executive Office of the President. The 

Department of Energy, in addition to that , has its own 

guidel ines for the prepa ration of EISs. The Council on 

Env i ronmental Quality regulations are found at 40 Federal 

Regulations, Parts 1500 through 1 5 0 8 .  The DO E  guidelines 

are found at 45 Federal Register 20694 • 

These regulations and guidel ines were 

previously marked by me for inclusion in the hearing record 

and have been formally entered into the record as Exhibit 

No. 1 .  

The rel evant CEQ regulations that I spoke of 

reqUire that, after prepa r i ng a Draf t Envi ronmental Impact 

Statement and bef ore preparing a Final Env ironmental Impact 

Statement , a federal agency must f i rst obtain the comments 

of,  No. 1 ,  any federal agency which has j uri sdiction by law 

or special expertise with respect to any env i ronmental 

impact ; 2, request the comments of appr opriate state and 

local agencies which develop and enforce env i ronmental 

standa rds ; 3 ,  Indian tribes; and, 4 ,  the publ ic, with a 
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pa rti cular obligation to af f i rmatively sol icit comments from 

pe r sons or organizations who may be interested or affected 

by the proposed federal deci sion. 

Publ i c  meetings or hearings are to be held 

where the Depa rtment determines that , and I quote, 

·substantial env i ronmental cont roversy concerning proposed 

action- exists. Accor dingly, today and the following publ ic 

heari ngs that are being held in thi s  ser ies are being held 

pur suant to these regulations to receive not only publ ic, as 

well as Indian and governmental comment on the various 

i ssues identified in the Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement. Notice of these publ ic heari ngs was provided in 

the Federal Register Notices dated February 19th, 1988, and 

March the 4th, 1 9 8 8 .  Additi onal publ ic notice was provided 

for publication in numerous newspapers throughout the state. 

Federal Regi ster Notices , the text of the new spaper 

notices and the publ ication dates of all them have been 

marked as Exhibit 2 and have been entered into the record by 

mysel f .  

Publ i c  comment o n  the Draft Envi ronmental 

Impact Statement will be received through thi s  and 

subsequent hearings that are going to be held later this 

week in Boise, as well as Idaho Fal l s .  The initial pUbl ic 

hearings on the DEIS started Friday in Idaho Fal l s  and were 

continuing on in Boise this last Saturday. Written comment 
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must receive the same weight and co nsideration by the 

Department in th is proceeding and may be subm itted by the 

publ ic to me today . This is to say, the written comments, 

you may submit them today or you may mail them to Mr. Cl ay 

Nichols, the SIS Proj ect Manager at the DOE, Idaho Fal l s .  

If you a r e  going t o  subm it written comment , you must d o  so 

before the close of record in this proceeding, which is now 

scheduled to be Apr il 2 1 ,  1 9 8 8 .  All of the oral , as well as 

the written comment that we are compil ing, will be included 

i n  a comprehensive transcript or record that will be 

considered by the Department in making its f inal decision on 

the EIS.  

Going back to the CEQ regulations that 

ment ioned, they also provide that comments on the 

Envi ronmental Impact Statement or on the proposed action 

shall be as speci f i c  as possible and may address the 

accuracy of the Sta tement or the me rits of the alternatives 

or both. So accordingly, we would ask that you keep your 

comment s specific to the issues that are addressed in the 

EIS, the Draft EIS, or specify what pa rticular issues you 

think have been overlooked in the Draf t EIS.  Although the 

Department has determined certain issue s ,  such as the need 

for an SIS proj ect , are beyond the scope of this EIS 

proceeding, I will al l ow comments on that issue as well as 

other issues related to the project that individual 
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comment ors feel are relevant to t h e  pr oject . Acco r dingly, 

would ask that you try to keep them within the timeframe 

which I ' m  going to mention in a few moment s. I ' d  also l i ke 

to mention that as the Hearings Off iee r ,  I do reserve the 

right to ask commentors to keep their comments rel evant to 

the subject matter of this proceeding and , when necessary, 

I ' l l ask you to do so. 

After rev iewing the record in this pa rticular 

proceeding, the Department may choose to modify, suppl ement 

or reissue the Draft Envi ronmental Impact Statement prior to 

issuing a Final EIS.  It may also choose to issue the DEIS 

as the Pinal EIS without modi f i cation. A Reco rd of 

Decision will identify the env i romnental preferred 

alternative chosen by the Department along with any 

practicabl e means to av oid or minimize env i ronmental harm 

from the alte rnative sel ected will be developed i n  this 

proceeding. The Department, as a matter of federal law, as 

a matter of federal regulation, cannot proceed with its 

proposed action which is to contain the Record of Decision 

until a minimum of 30 days has passed f rom date of issuance 

of the final EIS.  Under current schedul es the Depa rtment of 

Energy intends to issue a Final EIS and the Record of 

decision later thi s  yea r ,  tentatively scheduled for August 

of thi s  yea r .  

T o  govern the conduct o f  thi s  and other pUblic 
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hearings in thi s  proceeding, I have developed several 

procedures in consultation both with the De pa rtment of 

Energy as well as representatives of publ ic interest groups 

who have either parti cipated in the scoping meetings or who 

have indicated an intent or desi re to parti cipate in these 

hearings. These procedures were final ized on the 2 4th of 

March and were distr ibuted to interested pa rties as well as 

to organizational representatives who have preregistered to 

partiCipate in these hearings. have previously marked and 

included in the record as Exhibit 3 those procedu res. If 

you would l i ke to have a copy of the procedures we are 

fol l owing, they are available at the front desk as you come 

in. In addition, I have also marked i!-or the record and 

included in the record Exhibit No. 4 ,  which is a 

comprehensive l i sting of all of the public involvement 

activities that the Department of Energy has been involved 

in relative to development of this DE IS . 

I would l i ke to turn for a moment to the 

procedural rules that we are following for thi s  publ ic 

hearing as well as the others. First,  I ' d  l i ke to indicate 

that apart f rom my opening statement, the Department of 

Energy and/or its contractors will not be making remarks in 

thi s  parti cular proceeding. Senior membe rs of the 

Depa r tment of Energy staff here are observ ing and l i stening 

to the comments as received, but other than that, they will 
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not partici pate in thi s  hearing. 

Comments are going to be received in the 

fol l owing order : Any elected or apPointed federal , state or 

governmental of f i cial s will be accorded the opportunity to 

speak f i rst ; foll owed by representatives of national , state 

and local organizations who are pa rti cipating i n  the 

hearings. 

Foll owing that we will have membe rs of the 

publ ic who preregistered to speak pr ior to the end of 

bus i ness on March 18th, 1 9 8 8 ,  which is the close of 

preregistration. The witness or der, which think a lot of 

you have seen on the sign-up sheets that are posted on the 

wal ls out front, was randomly chosen. We did not 

consciously choose to try to slot peopl e in at a parti cul ar 

time ; it was randomly chosen by a comput e r .  a m  t h e  one t o  

allow members o f  the publ ic who sign u p  at the door t o  

spea k ,  t o  t h e  extent that time a l l ow s .  It would be our 

intent, however, to allow everyone who desires the 

opportunity to speak to have that opportunity. And I ' ll 

speak about that in j ust a moment . 

In terms of the timef rame for th i s  meeting, 

the Federal Register and others indi cate that any 

organizational representative has up to ten minutes within 

which to deliver the i r  comment. Any individual of the 

public who wishes to comment has up to f ive minutes within 
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which to comment. We do have a signal ing device here that 

will hopefully make it easier for you to know where you are 

at in terms of your speaking time. For those of you who 

have five mi nut es, we ' ll turn on a green l ight which means 

that you have gone four minutes ; the red l ight will go on at 

fiv e .  For organizations, t h e  green l i ght will g o  o n  a t  nine 

and the red l i ght goes on at ten. As I have said throughout 

these hearings, due to the large number of commentors, we 

ask that you adhere very st r i ctly to those timeframes. 

We are also encouraging speakers, wherever 

possible, to submit your comments in writi ng. If you have 

brought w ritten comments with you, we ' d  ask that you use 

your oral comment time to summa rize them, and then what we 

would l i k e  to do i s  have a copy of your written comments 1 if 

you will give that to me when you come up, we ' ll incl ude 

that in the record as an exhibi t .  As I mentioned, you may 

also submit written comments before the close of comment, 

which is April 2 1 ,  1 9 8 8 ,  and we do have the address where 

you can send those in the back of the room. 

We have had an exceptional number of 

individuals who requested to provide oral publ i c  comment in 

these proceedings. In total we have had, I bel ieve, 8 3 2  

individuals in Idaho Fal l s ,  Twin Fal l s  and Boi se , who have 

indicated thei r desire to parti cipate and to prov ide oral 

comment. I ' d  l i ke to indicate it is our intent to try to 
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accommodate everybody here today, i n  terms of those of you 

who have signed up to speak. To the extent that we can ' t  

get that done by a reasonable time thi s  evening, we are 

prepared, i f  necessa ry, to resume or to continue this 

hearing on this upcoming Thursday back i n  thi s  facil ity. 

I ' d  l ike,-to stress that anyone who has preregistered to 

comment, as well as anyone who i s  registering at the door 

today, will have the opportunity to comment, and we will 

accommodate all of you that would l ike to have that 

opportunity. 

Because of the press of time we are not able 

to fol l ow our standard format, which is to allow a pe riod of 

time i n  which folks i n  the audience can ask questions of the 

Department. What we have done, howev e r ,  to respond to your 

need to ask questions, we have a w ritten or a document where 

you can provide your questions i n  writing and you can 

provide that to myse l f  or someone f r om the Department of 

Energy in the back of the rOom. We ' ll provide a written 

answer to all questions that we receiVe. Al l questions and 

answers will be inCl uded in the hearing record. 

Finally, in terms of procedural rules, I ' d  

like to i ndicate that your f ive minutes of time i s  your f ive 

minutes,  or ten mi nutes, i f  you are an organizati onal 

representative. We are not going to allow combined speaking 

times, that becomes rather difficul t to administe r .  

1 3  
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I ' d  also l i ke to ment i on i f  you have charts or 

other v i sual aids, you may use those in your presentation; 

however,  the time necessary to set those up will 

unfortunately have to be taken Against your speaking time, 

due aga i n  to the press of time. We ' d  also ask that if you 

do have something l ike that, that you subm i t  A document 

that ' s  of appropriate size that we can incl ude in the 

record. 

Finally, thi s  i s  a record proceeding. 

Everything that i s  being said here as well as the other 

publ ic hea rings is being recorded by a court reporter in the 

f ront . Acco rdingly , we ask that when you do come up, when 

it is time for you to make your comment , that you do come up 

to the f ront , speak f rom the podium here so that the court 

reporte r can hear you wel l .  We ' d  ask that you f i rst give 

your name and address for the record and then f rom there go 

ahead and make your comments. 

If you have any questions about the procedures 

or about i ssues relative to this EIS, we will be taking 

breaks th roughout the course of the hearing, you can step up 

forward and ask those of myse l f .  In addition t o  that, there 

are a number of Department of Energy people at the doo r ,  at 

the registration table, they are there to help answer 

questions i f  you have them. 

So with that , I ' d  l ike to go ahead and begi n  

1 4  
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TO O l  

to receive the formal testimony at this point in time. My 

witness l i st indicates that former Goveror John Evans i s  to 

be our lead witness. I don f t see the Governor here. Is 

Gov ernor Ev ans here? 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER: That being the case, our 

fi rst speaker will be the mayor of Sun Valley, Ruth Lieder. 

RUTH LIEDER, 

appea r i ng as a witness, testif ied as fol l ow s :  

MAYOR LIEDER : Good afternoon. My name is Ruth 

Lieder, and I ' m  mayor of the City of Sun Valley. Good 

afternoon, gentlemen. 

The City of Sun Valley, Idaho, is opposed to 

the Department of Energy ' s  const ruction and operation of the 

Special Isotope Sepa ration Project at the Idaho National 

Engineering Laboratory. The processing of pl utoni um ,  

primarily plutonium-23 9 ,  better known a s  weapon-grade 

plutonium, confl icts with Idaho ' s  tour i sm industry in that 

i t  negatively impacts marketing ef forts to promote our 

beautiful State as a desirable place for people to visit 

and,  hence, impacts the state ' s  economy . Th is,  gentlemen, 

is not an emotional issue. It i s  a business issue . 

Tourism is fast becom ing a primary industry in 
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Idaho, a n d  S u n  Valley is t h e  catalyst ; regionally, 

nationally and internationally. The city is located in 

Blaine County which accounted for $6 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  in State sales 

tax in 1987 . Incidental ly , I ' m  goi ng to confine al l my 

figures to 1987 for ease. Sun Val l ey and nei ghbo ring 

Ketch� generated approximately $4 mill ion of that tax that 

same year from th eir tou r i st based economies. Since its 

inception in 1981 , the Idaho Travel CounC i l ,  which is 

dependent solely on revenue f rom a statewide 2 percent bed 

tax to market Idaho ' s  to urist attractions collects an 

average of $1 ,800 , 0 00 per yea r .  That amount, incidental ly, 

i s  l udi crous when compa red to the State budget of our 

st rongest competitors, Colorado, which allocates close to 

$ 8  mill ion a year,  and Utah which allocates close to 

$4 million a ye� r for market i ng tour i sm .  Nevertheless, we 

have started it and we are on a rol l .  

I n  1987 the Idaho Tou rist Council collected 

exactly $1 , 735 , 0 0 0 . Region 4 which includes the County of 

Blaine with its tou r i st based economy was responsible for 

$422 ,000  of that amount , second only to Region 3 ' s  $53 1 , 0 0 0  

which includes Ada County, primarily Boise ,  with i t s  

busi ness based economy . Sun Valley and Ketchum ' s  

contribution to Region 4 ' s $42 2 , 0 0 0  was $270 , 0 0 0  or 

64 per cent. 

Since the Draft Env i ronmental Impact Statement 
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prepared by the DOE compa red population, and I quote, -for 

assessing potential env i ronmental ,conseq uences" within a 

50-mi l e. radius of the INEL, it compa res it to Banford, 

Washington, and to Savannah River, South Carol ina ; it is 

essential , theref ore, that we consider Sun Val l ey ' s  unique 

factoring in this population arena. The city i s  located 50 

ai r miles west of the INEL. 

The year- round residential population i s  a 

mere 635 , that is establ i shed by the 1980 U . S .  census. With 

yea r-round nati onwide marketing and cooperative weather 10 

conditions this base population routinely expands to 11 

7 , OOO-plus i n  winter and summer with fall fast keeping 12 

pace. Correspondingly, Ketchum ' s  population of 2 , 2 0 0 ,  again 13 

according to the United States census of 1980 , increases to 14 

8 , 0 00-plus for a combined reSi dent/to urist head count of 15 

1 5 , O OO-plus for sev en to ten months of the yea r .  16 

According to the Sun Valley-Ketchum Chamber of 17 

Commerce, the Lodging Association spe C i f i cally, 70 , 0 0 0  1 8  

tou r i sts visited t h e  area i n  t h e  winter o f  1 9 8 7  and 50 ,000  19 

tou r i sts visited i n  the summer of that same yea r .  Such buzz 20 

words as weapon-grade plutonium, warheads and the l i k e ,  2 1  

which a r e  readily reported i n  national and international 22 

media, would i nterfere with our concerted efforts to 23 

increase these f igures. 24 

With rare exception,  our guests are energetic 25 

17 
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young famil ies, business and professional groups and 

conventi oneers who gravitate to the area to parti cipate in 

the numerous recreational activities we of fer.  To name 

them ; a l pi ne and cross-country sk i i ng ,  gol f ,  tenni s, 

hunt i ng, fishing, camping, hiking, horseback riding, 

bicycl ing, ice-skati ng, swimming, sa i l ing, wind-surfing and 

most important and growing in popularity, floating Idaho ' s  

clean white wate rs.  

Approximately 90 percent of Sun Valley ' s , the 

City of Sun Val l ey ' s  present year- round residential 

popul ation have out-of-state or igins .  Traditionally they 

are introduced to the resort f i rst as guests of the lodging 

facil ities,  then as renters of the condominiums, then aB 

owne r s  of condomi nums, and ultimately they settle i n  aB 

owne r s  of homes . They are doctors, dent i sts,  lawyers, 

stockbrokers, accountants, devel opers,  realtors, 

cont ractors, architects, enginee r s ,  hoteliers, retailers,  

restaurateurs, writers,  artists,  musi cians, dancers, actors, 

educator s ,  to name a few profeSSions, not to mention the 

ancill ary professions that funct i �n profitably and 

healthfully i n  a resort/recreational env i ronment. 

The Sun Valley resort area i s  in tight 

compet i t i on ,  very tight competition, as I all uded to before, 

with other resorts across the United States. In addition to 

marketing by the Idaho Travel Council , which incidentally, 
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i s  a div i si on of Idaho ' s  Depa r tment of Commerce which, the 

C i ty of Sun Val l ey submits, should give equal , if not more, 

attention to the State ' s  growing tourism industry as this 

Department appears to be directing at the State ' s  unproven 

hi-tech industry, but in addition to the marketing by this 

division of the Idaho Travel Council and to the marketing by 

the private sector the City of Sun Valley al located $150 , 0 0 0  

i n  f i scal year 1987/88 t o  the S u n  Vall ey-Ketchum Chamber of 

Commerce for the pur pose of expanding i t s  marketing 

efforts .  The City of Ketchum did the same . The location of 

the SIS j ust 50 miles away at the !NEL , may , we submit,  well 

be counterproductive to the State and local efforts to 

increase tourism to this internationally renowned resort, 

the surrounding recreational area and the entire State of 

Idaho. 

Thank you"
, 

gentlemen� 

(Appl ause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Thank you, Mayor Lieder . 

Your written comme nts will be received for the record as 

Exh i bi t  27 3 ,  2 7 3 .  

Our next comment o r  th i s  afternoon i s  the mayor 

of the City of Ketchum, Mr� Larry Young. 

19 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 
P. O. Box 57 8 ,  Boise, 10 83701 

2 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1 4  

15 

16 

17 

1 8  

1 9  

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

T 0 0 2  

LARRY YOUNG, 

appea r i ng as a witness,  test i f ied as fol l ow s :  

MAYOR YOU OO :  My name i s  Larry Young, I ' m  

mayor of the City of Ketchum. I reside at 311 West Fourth 

Street in Ketchum, Idaho. 

The City of Ketchum supports the No Action 

Alternative and thus requests that the u . S. Department of 

Energy not const r uct and operate the SIS proj ect . 

I will probably reiterate some of the issues 

that Mayor Lieder raised, but they are equally important to 

the City of Ketchum and its resident s .  

Last yea r ,  as Hayor Lieder pointed out , 

Ketchum contributed $150 , 0 0 0  to the Chamber of Commerce to 

promote tou rism in the Ketchum/Sun Valley area. The central 

theme of our marketing effort is the quality of life we 

offer and the peaceful l ife style, free f r om the tension and 

viol ence that infects many segments of our society. The 

processing of plutonium, a radioactive and hazardous 

substance for nuclear weapons approximately 60 miles f rom 

Ketchum severely conf l i cts with our promotion and economy . 

The Draft Environmental Statement , I believe 

i t ' s  Section 3 . 1 . 2 ,  provides in pa r t ,  and it acknowledges 

that tou r i sm is an important and major industry in the State 

of Idaho, but then it makes a ludicrous statement that -No 
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recent statistics regarding tourism, e . g. number of tourists 

and number of visitor days, for the INEL region are 

avail able. II 

Thi s  statement regarding the absence of 

tour i sm  statistics i s  a total abrogation of the Department 

of Energy ' s  duties to assess the importance of tourism to 

the region and determine the impact that the SIS proj ect 

wil l have upon that touri sm. Tourism in Idaho contributes 

approx imately. $ 1 . 3  bill ion to our well-being and employs 

over 29 , 0 0 0  peopl e. Tou r i sm is No. 3 in our State as far as 

industr ies go. 

Carl Wilgus, the Di rector of Promotion, 

Tou r i sm and Travel for of the State of Idaho, recently 

stated that tou r i sm is proj ected to be the world ' s  largest 

industry by the year 2 0 0 0 .  Well over 4 mill ion people visit 

the State yearly as tour i st s .  

I don ' t  know who prepared the DEIS, but I can 

understand the disclaimer statement at the beginning because 

ther e  are plenty of tourist stati st ics available if someone 

will j ust cal l .  Even i n ,  I think Craters of the Moon i s  

stated to b e  19 m i l e s  form the proposed s i t e  and i t  had over 

200 , 0 0 0  visitors last year. 

The Draft Envi ronmental Impact Statement fai l s  

t o  address how the occur rence of the four postulated 

accidents at Section 4 . 1 . 3  and the severe facil ity accident , 
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how those five events would impact tour i sm  and the 2 9 , 00 0  

individual s making a l iv i ng o f f  tourism. W e  feel that those 

events should be keyed to what k i nds of impact that would 

have on tourism .  

The recent study by t h e  Nati onal Academy of 

Sciences has questi oned the safety of the the safety of the 

future nuclear waste storage site in Ca rlsbad, New Mexico, 

and thus the plutoni um brought to the INEL for processing 

may be stored indefini tely at the INEL as opposed to being 

forwarded to the New Mexico site. It is almost impossible 

to successfully promote to urism i n  the Ketchum/Sun Valley 

area whi l e  we are gaining nati onal attention as a nuclear 

waste site and plutonium processing facil ity. 

I ' m  af ra id our u . S.  Senators have signed us up 

for the dregs of the pork ba r r el . Only 4 4 0  jobs __ 

(Applause. ) 

MAYOR YOU NG :  and the possibil ity of 24 ,000  

yea rs as a nuclear waste dum�, the people of  Idaho people 

of Ketchum believe Idaho deserves far more than that. We 

agree with the -- In concl usion, we agree with Senator 

mean Secretary Herri ngton, that we are awash in plutonium, 

we have more plutoni um that we need, that the only action 

for Idaho is the No Action Alternative. 

Thank you very much. 

(Applause. ) 
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HEARING OFFICER: Mayor Young ' s  statement will 

be incl uded in the record as Exhibit 2 7 4 .  

Our next scheduled comme ntor i s  Mr . Jack 

Mil l er of the Twin Fal l s  Chamber of Comme rce. 

JACK MILLER, 

appearing as a witness, testified as follows : 

MR. MILL ER : Ladies and gentlemen, my name is 

Jack Mill er . I presently reside at 1977 Dora Ci rcl e in Tw i n  

Fal l s ,  and I ' m  cu r r ently the president o f  the G reater Twin 

Falls Area Chamber of Comme rce. So the comments that I will 

make today will be on behalf of the Chamber of Comme rce. 

The statement of the G reater Twin Fal l s  Area 

Chamber of Commerce i s  to support and create a profitable 

business cl imate. We, therefore, take this opportunity to 

support the Speci al Isotope Sepa rator Proj ect as proposed 

for the Idaho National Engi neering Laboratory in southeast 

Idaho. We do so based on the fol lowing information : 

No. 1 .  For nearly 40 years the INEL has been 

an important asset for Idaho, rank ing as one of the State ' s  

largest and steadiest employers and a na ti onal leader in 

technological advancement. It deserves the suppor t  and 

business and the citi z enry for its contributions to the 

economy and our tax structure. 
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No. 2 .  The proposed SIS Project will add more 

jobs, new taxes and new educational opportuni ties to our 

State at a critical time. Our ag r i culture-based economy 

remains depressed and the infusion of the const ruction 

dol lars plus the 800 new j obs and annual operating 

expenditures of $50 million will come at a most opportune 

time. It will also provide Idahoans the opportunity to 

prove that we are serious about econom i c  div ersif ication and 

the devel opment of a more stable revenue and employment 

base . 

No. 3 .  Additi onal econom i c  bene f i t s  incl ude 

the possibil i ty of many industrial and educational 

spin-of f s ,  a share of national defense expenditures and the 

tri ckl e-down effect of the creation of more than a thousand 

projected support j obs , and the slowing down of population 

loss, a dimini shing ta x base, and the failure to provide our 

children the opportunity to stay and work i n  Idaho. 

We are awa re of the moral issues and the 

environmental dangers involved w ith th i s  pr oject. Ri sk , 

however,  is a part of life  and the bUsiness world.  In this 

instance, we believe the benefits outweigh any negative 

aspects. 

Theref ore,  the G reater Twin Fal l s  Area Chamber 

of Commerce representing over 500 businesses, professionals 

and individuals in and around the Twin Fal l s  a r ea ful ly 
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endorse location o f  the Special Isotope Separation Project 

at the INEL site. 

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: The written statement of 

Mr.  Jack Miller on behalf of the Twin Fal l s  Chamber of 

Commerce we have marked as Exhibit 275 and will be included 

in the record. 

Our next commentor i s  Mr. Don Hancock f rom the 

Southwest Research and Information Cent e r .  Is Mr.  Hancock 

here? Mr. Don Hancock.  

(No response. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Next commentor will be 

Mr. Mi ke Moorman f rom the Burley Chamber of Comme rce . 

MARK MOORMAN , 

appearing as a witness, testified as follow s :  

MR. MOORMAN : Mr.  Ei gu ren, ladies and 

gentlemen, am Mark Moorman, Vice-President of the Burley 

Chamber of Commerce, 1 4 0 1  OVerl and Avenue, Burley, Idaho. 

On behalf of the Burley Chamber of Commerce, 

wish to testify in fav or of the SIS Proj ect at INEL. 

1. We bel ieve that it is a safe program. The 

possibil ity for a major accident i s  so remote that it is 
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almost inconsequenti al . 

No. 2 .  Atmospheric pollut i on and radiation 

danger is far less than that of wood burning stoves and 

other smog created in some of our cities which so-cal l ed 

env i ronmental ists seem to be happy to tol erate. 

No. 3 .  Since all hazardous wastes are to be 

safely contained at the site, there will be nO hazardous 

pollution to our Snake River Pl ain Aqui f e r .  And I am a 

farmer and a water user out of the Snake River Pl ain, we 

both pump water out of the Snake River and out of well s ,  and 

I am not concerned, honestly and since r ely.  

No. 4 .. Nuclear science is and will be the 

ba S i s  for a great deal of our futUre health and medical 

well-being. Nuclear technol ogy wil l  also solve many of fuel 

IS and energy problems as it has done in European communities. 

1 6  No. 5 .  W e  feel that t h i s  plant w i l l  b e  built,  

1 7  and we appreCiate t h e  opportunity o f  keeping Idaho o n  the 

1 8  cutting edge of high technology. 
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No. 6 .  The S I S  located in Idaho w i l l  provide 

approximately 8 0 0  new j obs with a commensurate benefit to 

the Idaho economy _ Const ruction and operating poSitions 

will be f il l ed mainly by Idaho residents. 

The Burley Chamber of Commerce continues to 

support the establ i shment of the SIS Project in Idaho. 

I thank you for this opportunity to testify. 
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(App1 ause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Mr.  Garth Cates, NECA. 

The written statement of Mark Moorman will be 

marked as Exhibit 276 and incl uded in the record. 

GARTH CATES ,  

appearing as a witness, testified a s  follows: 

MR. CATES : Mr . Chairman and ladies and 

gent l emen, I appreciate the opportunity to testify tOday. 

My name i s  Garth Cates. 1 1 m  the Executive 

Manager for the Idaho Chapter of the National Elec t r i cal 

Contractors Association. NECA has served the interests of 

the electri cal construction industry throughout the Uni ted 

States since its founding in 1901 and is looked upon as the 

management spokesman association for the industry. 

Membe r s  of the Idaho Chapter NECA are 

elect r i cal contractors who are Idaho busi nessmen l iv ing, 

working and raising th ei r famil ies i n  our State. Chapter 

membe rs are found i n  al l parts of the State and collectively 

do a majority of the commercial and i ndustrial electrical 

construction i n  Idaho. 1 1 m  here to express thei r collective 

support for construction and operation of the Special 

Isotope Separation Project at the INEL . 

As citizens of th i s  country and certainly 
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citi zens of this earth, we as a group, l i ke I ' m  sure all of 

you, abhor the possihl ity of nuclear war or holocaust. We 

urge continuance and relentless ef fort to bring about 

nuclear weapons reduction agreements with all countries who 

5 possess the capabi l i ty to build such weapons. We j ust 
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happen to believe that such agreements can only be 

negotiated f rom a position of strength, and construction of 

the SIS has been determined to be an important step i n  

maintaining that strength . Until such agreements a r e  

reached and i n  place, w e  believe w e  have l i t t l e  choice but 

to properly fuel the weapons in our arsena l .  The SIS i s  

needed t o  carry out that f unctlon. The defense policy of 

the United States cal l s  for the construction of the 

faci l i ty ,  and the INEL i s  the preferred site. 

As you are aware, an extensive Envi ronmental 

Impact Study has been completed and assesses the INEL site 

in a very positive manne r .  It has taken into consideration 

the ri sks to human life as well as to the envi ronment and 

concludes that such risks are so negl igible that they are 

vi rtually nonexistent. 

The business impact of such a proj ect would 

give Idaho the economy and the tax base a much needed 

boost . Construction would provide many needed j obs and 

spin-off businesses throughout Eastern Idaho. During and 

after construction Idaho would benef it from the ski l led 
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workers the project would attract and a n  annual injection of 

over $50 million i nto our State ' s  beleaguered economy . 

In concl usi on, the United States Defense 

Department, the Department of Energy, the National Security 

Counci l  and the Uni ted States Congress have al l agreed that 

the Special Isotope Sepa ration Project i s  needed. According 

to extensive studies, the project has been determined as 

safe to human l i f e  and to the envi ronment. Idaho is the 

preferred site and the State needs th i s  project. Let ' s  move 

anead with the SIS in an an intelligent, informed and 

unemotional manne r .  

Thank you very mllch. Thank you, Mr. Chai rman 

(Appl ause . ) 

HEARING OFFICER : We have marked and will 

include i n  the record as Exhibit 277 the written comments of 

Mr.  Garth Cates on behal f of the Idaho Chapter of NECA . 

Our next scheduled commentor is Norma Douglas 

who represents he Chamber of Commerce in the Sun 

Vall ey/Ketchum area. 

(Off the record . )  

NORMA DOUGLAS, 

appearing as a witness, testif ied as follows : 

MS. DOUGLAS : My name is Norma Dougl as. I ' m  a 
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member of the Board of Directors of the Sun Val ley/Ket chum 

Chamber of Comme rce. I ' m  representing over 250 member 

businesses of the Sun Val l ey-Ketchum Chambe r .  

Sun Val l ey and Ketchum a r e ,  a s  our mayors, 

Ruth Lieder and Larry Young, pointed out , not only 

economically dependent upon tour i sm but spearhead the 

State ' s  efforts to bring tour i sts and tourist dol l ars to 

Idaho. 

It should come as no suspr i se to anyone who 

has to left the bounda r i es of th i s  State that most Amer icans 

don ' t  know where Idaho is.  They think i t ' s  near Kansas. We 

are f ighting for tou r i st dol l ars against Colorado and Utah, 

two states who spend enormous amounts of money to promote 

their mountains and f i shing streams to potential visitors. 

But now, thanks to the wonders of modern communication, we 

have found a way to get f r ee publ i ci ty .  Anyone anywhere i n  

America can tell you two things about Idaho now. One, we 

are the home of the Aryan Nation and, two, we are the place 

where they took al l the nuclear garbage f rom Three Mi l e  

Island. 

(Appl ause. ) 

MS. DOUGLAS : Thi s  is not the kind of news 

that makes you want to pack the wife and kids into the Chevy 

24 and head to Idaho. 

25 Night after night families have been treated 
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to photographs of protestors lying across rail road tracks 

horrif ied that the garbage of Three Mi l e  Isl and i s  making 

even a brief transit across thei r state. And where i s  that 

garbage goi ng night after night on the television? To 

Idaho. 

Now we are making the front page of the 

nation ' s  newspapers once again. Thi s time to offer 

ourselves a s  a location of last resort for an unnecessary 

manuf acturing site for a plutonium plant of highly 

questionable safety. Our meager marketing dol lars may not 

be making much of an impact on tour i st s ,  may not be tel l ing 

them much about our mountains and ou r st reams and our l akes 

or our wi ldlife, but our sad eagerness to accept dangerous 

nuclear proj ects that everyone else has tur ned down is 

certa i nly sending a frightening message. 

We are finally making a lasting impression on 

Amer i cans , an impression with a half life of 24 ,000  years. 

Given the well documented safety problems associated with a 

project of this kind, and the nation-wide negative publ icity 

that clings to these pro j ects, we at the Sun Valley Resort 

Area are horrif ied to think that we may become, in more ways 

than one, a location of last resort for the SIS. 

Thank you. 

(Appl ause. ) 

BEARING OFFICER : Our next scheduled commentor 

3 1  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 
P.O.  Box 57 8 ,  Boise, ID 83701 

2 

1 0  

1 1  

1 2  

13 

l4 

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  

1 8  

1 9  

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

T007 

is Jonathan Stoke o f  the Sawtooth Chapter o f  the Sierra 

Cl ub. 

JONATHAN STOKE , 

appearing as a witness, testified as fol l ows:  

MR. STOKE : Ladies and gentlemen, Hearing 

Office r ,  my name i s  Jonathan Stoke. 1 1 m  the Chai rman of the 

Sawtooth Group of the Sierra Club. I reside in Bailey, 

Idaho. 

This testimony is submi tted for the hearing 

record concerning the Draft Envi ronmental Impact Statement 

for the Special Isotope Separation Proj ect.  Four 

alte rnatives are considered in the DEIS . The alternative 

support i s  the No Action Alternative l i sted as Alternative 

on Page 1-4 and explained in full in Section 2 . 4 .  The No 

Action Alternative is not to const ruct and operate the SIS 

Project. 

The Hearing Off icer wi l l  please note that I 

have submitted a copy of my enti re testimony to be submitted 

in the hearing record. 

After careful and thorough review, I am 

convinced that the DEIS has serious defic iencies. My 

concerns include the fol lowing : The pr efer red alternative 

ignores the danger of resumed volcanism. 
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The Draft EIS fails to properly document 

sei smi c  a.ctivity. 

The Draf t EIS fails to address cumulative 

impacts of raising the background radiation. 

The Draft Ers glosses over extreme hazards. 

The Draft ErS fail s  to address envi ronmental 

impact s .  

The Draft E r S  disregards t h e  preferred 

alternativ e ' s  higher maximum indiv idual dose impa rted to 

Idahoans. 

The Draft Ers demonst rates an historic fail ure 

to contain radionuclides and toxic substances at the INEL . 

The Draft EIS fails to adequately del i neate 

hydrologic effect s .  

The Draft E r s  fails t o  assess impacts on 

Idaho ' s  economy . 

The Draft EIS fai l s  to properly consider 

meteorological cond i tions. 

The Draft EIS speculates about high-level 

waste storage. 

The Draft EIS fail s  to adequately consider 

wildl ife.  

The Draft ErS fails to address occupational 

safety. 

The range of postulated accidents considered 
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in t h e  Draf t EIS i s  too l imited. 

The Draft ErS fai l s  to document an evacuation 

plan. 

The Draf t Ers fai l s  to address emergency 

medical treatment. 

The Draft EIS endorses a purely speculative 

technology. 

The DEIS accepts fall out from nuclear weapons 

tests as part of the background radiation i n  Table 3 - 2 ,  but 

carefully itemizes sources of much smal ler doses of 

radiation such as a i r  travel and occupational exposure to 

medical and dental pe rsonne l .  

In order to adequately assess t h e  cumul ative 

impact of synthet i c  radiation exposures, i t  is necessary to 

clarify Table 3-2 on Page 3-21 of the DE IS . now incl ude 

three tabl es of my own which are included i n  the record. 

All information contained in them was drawn solely from the 

i nf ormation provided i n  the DE IS . Sections 4 . 1 . 4 ,  4 . 2 . 4  and 

4 . 3 . 4  address occupational safety. The annual dose 

i ncrement to a const ruction worker at each of the three 

alternative sites should be clearly stated. Instead one i s  

absent and another appears t o  be incorrect due t o  a 

misplaced decimal point. The annual dose increment to a 

const ruction worker would seem to me to be 22 . 8  pe r cent , 

that considers 2000 hours pe r  year at the jobsite, of the 
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on-site average external radiation level s .  External 

radiation i s  the sum of two forces ; cosmic radiation and 

external terrestrial radiation. 

As we see in Table 1, at the Savannah River 

pl ant , . 2 2 8  times 65 equal s 14 .82 mi1 1 i rem per year 

occupati onal exposure. Howev er, at the Hanford site .. 2 2 8  

times 75 i s  17 . 1  m i l l i rem per yea r .  The D E  IS appears to 

have misplaced a decimal po i nt during these calculations, as 

it assumes only 2 mil l i r em per year. Finally, in any such 

figures for the INEL location are conspicuously absent. By 

adding the first two numbe r s  in Table 3-2 on Page 3-21 of 

the DE I S ,  I obtain an eIternal dose on-site at 117 . 0  

mi1 1 i rem per yea r ,  and mul tiply th i s  by . 2 2 8  t o  derive 26 . 7  

mil l i rem per year, which i s  quite close t h e  DEIS estimate 3 0  

mil l i rem pe r  year construction worker exposure given for the 

INEL. Perhaps the on-site external dose is slightly higher 

in the ICPP area, as this would explain the small 

discrepancy. 

My Table 2 is a clear summary of the 

del ineation between natural and synthet i c  radiation. The 

3 0  mi l l i r em per year figure for radioactive effluents f rom 

INEL operations was derived as follow s :  The backsround 

radiation at the INEL found on Pages 3-21 and 5-5 , which i s  

144 mil l i rem per yea r ,  was compa red w i t h  t h e  mean annual TLD 

exposure for boundary and more di stant locations, which i s  
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110 to 115 mi11irem per year as shown o n  Page 3-23 . Simple 

subtraction provided the result of from 19 to 3 4  mil 1 i r em  

add i t i onal radiation from INEL operations. 

Table 3 i s  provided to summarize current 

executive and legi slative constraints on environmental 

levels of radiation via assorted pathways.  

An artifact of atmospheric weapons testing and 

use , the Chernobyl nuclear accident , repeated injection of 

radiation into the river systems and oceans of the world has 

increased our background radiation. Increased background 

radiation is raising the mutation rate of Earth ' s  biotic 

community. 

Th i s  provides a competitive advantage for 

organisms with rapid generation rates and simple genetic 

st r ucture. This advantage is obv ious . Humans evolve not at 

all in 20 years, that ' s  one gene ration. In that same period 

of time mosquitos develop signif icant resi stance to to DDT, 

syphil l us develops signif icant resi stance to penicillin,  new 

microorganisms evolve to l ive in and consume synthetic 

chemical ef fluent f rom petrochemical factories, viruses such 

as AIDS and and the common cold undergo changes in their 

exterior structure which thwarts our bodies ' and our 

soci ety ' s  attempts to control them. These changes and 

evolutions are all dependent upon mutagens. Mutagens are 

agents which cause mutations. Radiation i s  a mutagen. 
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Evolut i on i s  the process by which mutant 

characte rist i cs are retained in the general population. Any 

increase i n  the background radiation l evel results i n  a 

corresponding increase in the mutation rate. There is no 

such thing as a safe radiation l evel. 

When considering the effects of a so-called 

safe radiation dose , the risk management theorists and 

writers and editors of this DElS only considered somati c  

effects such a s  cancer i n  humans and genetic effects such as 

developmental changes in unborn .human children. 

The failure of the DEIS to address the issue 

of impacts of increased .radiation on mic roorganisms is a 

serious def iciency. Mic roorganisms in our soi l ,  air and 

water pl ay a key rol e i n  our env i ronment. 

My Table 2 indicates that 5 8 . 2  percent of the 

rad i at i on received by individuals at the INEL is f rom 

synthetic sources. Microorganisms res iding i n  or on the 

bodies of those indiv idual s receive the same amount and 

proportion of synt het i c  radiation. The genetic effects of 

additional synthet i c  radiation on mic roorganisms must not be 

ignored in the Final Envi ronmental Impact Statement. 

On Page 3-16 it is observed that the TRA waste 

pond requi res corrective action due to the detection of 

chromium in the per ched ground water underneath the pond. 

Now the Iepp also uses di scharge to pe r colation ponds as an 
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interim method for di sposal of l iquid effl uents, despite the 

problems at the TRA pond. 

On Page 4-8 it i s  pointed out that the SIS 

faci l i ty wil l discharge 20 tons of freon pe r  year into the 

atmosphere. Freon has been impl i cated i n  stratospheric 

ozone depl et i on and has been banned as an aerosol 

propellant. But because the Clean Ai r Act al lows f r eon 

di scharge, DOE would not mitigate this potential ly harmful 

practice. 

The Iepp inj ection well was used to di scharge 

low-level radioactive waste to the subsurface f rom 1953 to 

1984 . 

On page 5-1 2 it is pointed out that inj ection 

of radioactive mater ials through an existing well or above a 

drinking water source i s  prohibited by Idaho state 

regulations. Nonethel ess, on Pages 5-15 and 3-1 4 it i s  

stated that the inject i on well a t  Iepp remains i n  use for 

emergency situations. If Idaho statute pe rmits use of an 

injection well for emergency di sposal of radioactive 

effl uent at ICPP, Page 5-12 should be amended to ref l ect 

that realty. 

On the other hand, i f  ICPP inj ection of 

radioactive effl uent is contrary to Idaho state regulation 

under any ci rcumstances, the FEIS should reflect alternative 

conti ngency plans for emer gency di sposal of radioactive 
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liquid effluent . 

I see my time is up, 50rry I haven ' t  gotten 

through al l my testimony today. Thank you for this 

opportunity to spea k .  

HEARING OFFICER: T h e  written comment of 

Jonathan Stoke made on behalf of the Sierra Club Sawtooth 

Group, which is a rather extensive 20-page document, will be 

marked as Exhibit 2 7 8 ,  and included in the record as 

received. 

Next scheduled commentor is Anita McCann on 

behalf of the G roundwater Al l i ance. 

ANITA McCANN, 

appearing as a witness, testi f ied as follow s ;  

MS. McCANN:  My name i s  Anita McCann. I l ive 

at 109 Mike Ivy Boulevard i n  Ketchum, Idaho. I ' m  speaking 

on behalf of Groundwater Alliance, a Ketchum based group, we 

work for peace and the elimination of nuclear weapo ns.  

Ther efore, we are opposed most definitely to the SIS 

proposed for the INEL . 

am also speaking as a voting citi zen . of th i s  

country, and as t h e  mother o f  two smal l  boys who I wish t o  

see grow u p  i n  a world preserved of all its beauty and 

spl endor and free of war . 
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I address this audience with the theory that 

i t  is imperative that you, the DOE, and you, our 

representativ es, be exposed to the dangerous consequences of 

your actions concerning the possible location of the SIS 

plant here i n  Idaho. Old modes of th inking are being used 

here.  There i s  the belief that the more bombs Ame r i ca has , 

the safer it will be . You don ' t  seem to real ize that the 

plutonium that will be produced here in Idaho spec i f ically 

for nuclear weapons will in itse l f  increase the r i sk and 

probabil ity of nuclear war simply because as more people 

handle the deadly substance, statistically the chances for 

1 2  ri sk and er ror inc rease • 

13 Are the people who want j obs working w i th the 

14 SIS w i l l i ng to prostitute themselves to work for death and 

15 not for l i fe? For thi s  is t r uly the moral question of our 

16 time. Why do they not have the moral integrity and the 

17 courage to question what they are doing? 

1 8  A s  the Cathol i c  Archbi shop o f  San Antonio, 

19 Texas, asked h i s  parishioners who worked at the Tampax plant 

20 which assembled the f inal parts of nuclear bomba, he sa id, 

21 to paraphrase, go deep into your hearts and decide i f there 

22 i s  not some other way to make a liv ing which i s  not so 

23 contradictory to the teachings of Jesus Ch r i s t .  As the 

24 Beatitudes say, -Blessed are the peacemaker s ,  for they are 

25 the chi l d ren of God . -
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The total cost of the production of the SIS 

program i s  estimated at $1 bi l l ion. The mil itary industrial 

compl ex does not stimulate the economy , nor prov i de many 

jobs for this big amount of money. The DOE states that 

approximately 750 jobs overall would be created by the S IS .  

The same amount o f  money , and t h i s  i s  going to b e  a quote 

from Helen Caldecott, -The same amount of money would create 

1 , 500 jobs i f  spent on pe r sonal consumpt i on or 2 , 000 jobs on 

education, a great necessity in our state . R She goes object 

to state, -Mil itary spendi ng i ncreases employment in 

specifically highly skilled and a few semi-skil led 

professions in such indust ries as ai rcraf t producti on, 

electronics and engineering and ski l l ed and semi-sk i l l ed 

metal wor k .  More than 30 percent of the country ' s  

mathematicians work somewhere i n  the mil itary industrial 

compl ex, as do 25 per cent of the nation ' s  physicists,  40 

percent of the astronaut i c  engineers, and 11 per cent of the 

computer programmers. On the other hand, domesti c  spend i ng 

creates j obs in areas of high public i nterest ; medicine,  

social wor k ,  civil engi neering, construction and education. 

And as the defense sector becomes more capital intensive, 

fewer and fewer jobs are created for the new defense 

expendit ures. The mi l i tary industry also creates dead-end 

products in economic terms. Huge amounts of money spent on 

the most deadly weapons of mass genicide which, i f  they 
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function as intended, will never b e  used. They, therefore, 

sit on the shelves, so to speak, and the money is never 

inj ected back i nto the economy to contribute to further 

economic production. People can ' t  eat bombs, they can ' t  

wear the bomb on their heads or use them for pleasure . -

She goes on to state, and I quote this because 

the j ob interest here is very imperative. ·Conversion of a 

corporation f rom war to peace can be achieved not j ust by 

decision of the corporate heads but by initi ative f rom the 

workers. - Let me give you an exampl e .  In England t h e  Lucas 

Aerospace industry made pa rts for missiles. After many 

years of making th i s  equipment the worke r s  f i nally became 

concerned about the global impl ications of thei r wor k .  They 

called in some consultants, and they sai d ,  ' With our 

technical skil l s  what could we make that would benefit 

manki nd ? '  S o  the consul tants designed elect r i c  cars, 

d i alysis machines and mass transit systems. The workers 

then took these plans to the management and sa id, ' We are 

not going to make missil es any more. We are going to make 

thi s equipment. I Management was surpri sed but was 

influenced. 

Other workers and hi-technologists are 

beginning to l eave the military industry because of the 

proper profound moral conce rn and have formed an 

organization called Hi-Technologists for Social 
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Responsibi l ity. These people help each other f ind j obs 

doing peaceful work. At the moment, however, such j obs are 

not easy to find as we all know her in Idaho. That i s  why 

we need to create the po l i ti cal climate that. )iill channel 

government money into peaceful industry and abol i sh 

appropriations for weapon production. It ' s  easy. We, the 

people, ul timately control our government through the vote. 

We own the White House. We own the Pentagon and the 

Congress. They are the -- they are our bombs and we pay for 

them. 

AS parents, we have a tremendous 

responsibil ity and privil ege of sav ing all past and future 

generations, all animal s, al l plant s .  I demand t h e  rights 

for my chil dren ' s  future. Bringing a plutonium factory to 

Idaho increases the chance that my boy s '  future will be 

shorter l ived, that th ei r nurturing envi ronment will be 

tainted w i th the possibi l ity of greater disease. I want 

them to know that I did everything I could to preserve a 

clean and heal thy life style for them to grow up in.  There 

are many env ironmental problems facing us in th i s  planet 

today. We do not need to create mor e .  We do not need the 

SIS. 

Thank you 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Final organizati onal speaker 
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thi s afte rnoon i s  Mr . Nick Massoth of MagiC Val l ey Peace 

Proj ect .  

What I ' m  going t o  have you d o  for the record 

i s  each of you give your name and your address. 

TED MACHACEK, NICK MASSOTH and S EAN BARRIGAR, 

appea ring as witnesses, test i f ied as f ol l ow s :  

MR .  MACHCE K :  I ' m  Ted Hachcek, Route 4 ,  Buhl , 

Idaho. 

MR. MASSOTH ; I ' m  Nick Massoth, Route 1, Box 

50 , Buh! . 

MR. BARRIGAR ; Sean Bar rigar, 917 Gates in 

Buh! . 

HEARING OFFICER: Go ahead. 

MR. MASSOTH ; We are here as representatives 

of the youth of today, the l eaders of tomorrow. The SIS 

poses a threat to our livelihood in the future. We are not 

only concerned with the plutonium transportation problems 

and possible leakage into the env i ronment, our main concern 

i s  our lives. 

(Appl ause. ) 

MR. BARRIGAR : The long half-life of plutonium 

makes thi s  radioactivity a threat not only to our generation 

but also to all generations of the futur e .  The poison waste 
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produced at the proposed SIS plant would exist long after 

the human race has dest royed itsel f and its home. 

(Applause. ) 

MR. MACHCEK : I ' m  looking on to the future. 

Here i s  a glass of freshly tapped water j ust outside the SIS 

facil ity. Isn ' t  it such a l ovely shade of green? 

Remember that everything you order comes with 

a bill . Thi s  is our opinion of what the money will be spent 

on . Fi rst off , the damage to the environment, which is 

going to cost us $5 bill ion. Second, socioeconomic damage, 

$3 mill ion. Thi r d ,  labor costs $2 bill ion dollars. The 

total cost of th i s  $10 bill ion dol lars.  

MR. MASSOTH : The SIS poses a threat to our 

l ives, our hopes, our dreams. They will all be stored in a 

leaky ba r rel somewhere. Who knows, maybe in your back 

yard. So we must band together to fight thi s  ter rible 

proposa l .  Please say n o  t o  t h e  S I S  and give u s  a chance. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : That concludes our l i st of 

organizat i onal speakers. Let me call the names of two 

individuals whose name cal l ed earl ier and were not here. 

Governor John Evans. 

(No response . )  

BEARING OFFICER : Don Hancock. 

(No response . )  
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HEARING OFFICER : That compl etes our 

organization l i st i ng. At this point we will go to the 

commentor l i st of preregistered commentors for this 

afternoon ' s  session. 

The Chai r would note that we have 

approximately 90 individuals who are preregistered to 

testify. My quick computation of the time involved, that 

woul d take roughly seven hours. What we are going to do 

obviously i s  try to accommodate as many of these folks as 

possible this afternoon. And it would be our intent that in 

the evening session, if you have not had a chance to speak 

this afternoon, in the evening session I will accommodate 

you on a priority basi s. That is to say, after my opening 

comments and the three organizati onal representatives have 

had thei r comment this afternoon, we will go where we left 

off on this afternoon ' s  l i st and proceed all the way through 

that. Then from there we will go to the evening session and 

make a determination as to whether or not we will have a 

continuation on Thursday. 

At this pOint we are going to take a very 

brief recess. Before we do that, I ' d  l ike to have those 

individual s who are between, l i d  say, from 1 to 1 5  on the 

speakers l ist, if we could have you come up towards these 

reserved seats and sit i n  the reserved seats, that will 

assist us i n  terms of hav ing people go through thei r 
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comments a bit more rapidly. 

We' l l  be in recess for f ive minutes. 

(Recess. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: We wil l now formally resume 

our publ i c  hearing on the DEIS of the SIS and begin order 

number 1 on our spea ker s '  l i st ,  Elaine Rande l l .  Elaine 

Rande l l .  

( N o  response . )  

HEARING OFFICER: No. 2 ,  Frank Harmon. 

FRANK HARMON, 

appea r i ng as a witness, testi f ied as fol l ow s :  

!IR .  HARMON : I wish to speak in support of 

locating the SIS Project at the INEL. The Draft 

Envi ronmental Impact Statement for the project is concerned 

with economic,  envi ronmental and safety concerns. I am 

satisfied with the concl usions of that document. In 

addi tion, I am in favor of 8i ti ng the proj ect at INEL for 

the following reasons : 

The legisl ative and executive branches of the 

federal government have determined that a need exists for 

weapon-grade plutonium. The AVL IS process upon which the 

SIS project i s  based i s  the least expensive method of 

providing for that ne�d. 
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The INEL contractors have amassed a n  excellent 

record for safety in thei r handl ing of material s .  believe 

that WINeD will manage the SIS project with at least the 

same degree of concern and safety. Furthermore, the project 

represents only a small increase i n  the amount of nuclear 

materials at the site. 

The j obs represented by the ope rating staff at 

the SIS will  be repl acement j obs for j obs that are being 

phased out as other proj ects end. Without the S IS ,  total 

10 employment at the INEL will  decrease and the al ready 
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depressed economy of southeast Idaho wil l suff e r .  

The S IS offers a signi f i cant oppo rtunity for 

the manuf acturing economy of the region. Some of the parts 

and subassemblies for the project ,  both during const r uction 

and dur i ng the l i fetime of the proj ect , are within the 

current capabi l ities of the State of Idaho ' s  f i rms. With 

this opportunity and with federal and state cooperation and 

assistance, Idaho vendors can upgrade their capabi l ities to 

supply these parts and more products, not only for thi s  

proj ect but f o r  others a s  wel l .  

Laser isotope separation, upon which the AVL IS 

technol ogy i s  based, holds great promise for industrial and 

commercial use . This project represents the fi rst use of 

the technol ogy in a production situation. Individuals and 

organizations involved at this early stage should have a 
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signi f i cant competi tiv e advantage as this technology, and it 

surely wil l ,  grows toward commercial i z ation in the next 

century. 

address. 

Thank you. 

A VOICE : Excuse me. You didn ' t  give your 

MR. HARMON : Oh, I ' m  sorry. My name is Frank 

Harmon. I I m from, Pocatel l o ,  Idaho. 

A VOICE : Oh, Pocatello, okay. 

HEARING OFFICER : Exhibit No. 279 will be the 

written comments of Mr. Frank Harmon. 

The next commentor is Ernest France. 

ERNEST FRANCE, 

appea ring as a witness, testified as fol l ow s :  

MR .  FRANCE : am Ernest France, and I l iv e  

southwest o f  Jerome, Idaho. I am in the cattle business 

southwest of Jerome. With my wife and ten salaried 

employees we ope rate Ci rcle Cattle Company. We maintain 

an inventory of between 10- and 1 1 , 00 0  catt l e .  We have 

three wel l s  that fUrnish water for the l ivestock at our 

place and a multitude of wel l s  are used by my neighbors to 

i r r i gate for cul inary use . 

I ' m  concerned that the proposed location of 
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the S IS only a short distance from the channel of the Big 

Lost River and within seven or eight miles of the Bi9 and 

Little Lost River sinks . We should remember that this 

( unintel l igible) aquifer right at the point where it ' s  

largely fit down by the springs of the rivers i n  this area 

of the lava fields, these river s sink into the lava beds and 

reappear down in our area here and down at the Thousand 

Springs. Our aquifer i s  far too precious to be j eopa rdized 

in any manne r .  And in l ight o f  what EPA states may be 

massive contamination problems at INEL , do we want to add to 

the potential contamination of our aquifer? 

The proposed j obs and infusion toward our 

13 state ' s  economy, is it only j obs and money or is it the 

1 4  legacy that w e  a r e  l eaving to our chi ldren, our 

15 grandchildren and our state? 

16 In light of the INF treaty and the prospects 

17 for a reduction in long range missi l es ,  does it make sense 

1 8  t o  invest another bil l i on in producing plutonium? Does it 

19 make sense that we do this in l i ght of the these proposed 

20 treaties? 

21 I believe that we in the Magic Valley should 

22 say no to the SIS. 

23 Thank you. 

24 (Appl ause. ) 

25 HEAR ING OFFICER: The written statement of 
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Ernest France will be marked as Exhibit 280 and incl uded i n  

t h e  record as such. 

Order number 4 is the Jeff Ruprecht family. 

They have made prior ar rangements with the Chai r for all of 

them to come forward. 

And would you l ike thi s  i n  the record as the 

Jeff Ruprecht family? 

add ress. 

MR. RUPRECHT:  That ' s  fine.  

HEARING OFFICER: All right.  We need an 

JEFF RU PRECHT FAMILY, 

appearing as witnesses, testified as follows: 

MR. RUPRECHT :  I ' m  Jeff Rupr echt, 1520 

Pri nceton Drive, Twin Fal l s .  I ' ll introduce the rest o f  my 

family for the i nterest of time. Johnny , Judy, Joey, Peter 

Oll i e  and Ca r l .  

a m  speaking against t h e  proposed S I S  

installation anywher e  but specifically i n  Idaho. 

(Appl ause. ) 

MR. RUPRECH T :  am compelled to speak because 

I am a husband, a father, a follower of Jesus and an 

inhabitant of the earth. The facility is to produce 

ingredients for nuclear weapons. Nuclear weapons are 
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anti-peopl e, anti-earth and anti-God. They burn ti ssue, 

they bl i ster ski n, they blow matter to bits, contaminate the 

earth and snuff out l ives indiscriminately, including souls 

who have not yet come to know a loving sav ior . 

5 Does the world need more of th is? Is this our 

vi sion for the future? Is this what we want our children 

7 and grandchildren to remember us for? 

Come on, Idaho } We can do better than thi s .  

For several hundred j obs, many o f  which a r e  doubtful i n  

1 0  tenure, many o f  which a r e  going t o  g o  t o  people not now 

11 l iv i ng in Idaho, this pr i ce is too h i gh .  Idaho w e  can and 

12 

13 

we must do better than this • 

CARL RUPRECHT :  I too am speaking against the 

14 proposed S I S  plant to be bu i l t  at INEL . To me this i s  

15 
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another pork barrel proj ect and i s  absolutely not needed. 

According to John H e r r ington, U.  S.  Secretary 

of Energy, the U . S .  now has stockpiled approximately 100 

tons of weapons-grade plutonium. To quote Mr . Herr ington, 

·We are awash i n  plutonium . " 

And this plutoni um has a shel f-life of 2 , 0 0 0  

( s i c )  years. 

The signing of the INF tr eaty wil l free up two 

tons of weapon-grade plutonium. If current negotiations on 

a 50 percent strategic force i s  cutback are successful , 

plutonium equal ing eight times the amount to be produced by 
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the SIS will be made avai lable for new weapons production. 

The SIS plant i s  absolutely not necessary. 

PETER RUPRECHT: I would l i ke to address the 

economic or, excuse me, the envi ronmental hazards of the 

SIS. 

I don ' t  want the SIS 

' Cause if there i s  ever a leak, we ' ve got an 

awful mess. 

Now , they say 'it wQn ' t  leak, they say it ' s  

closed up tigh t .  

They say nothing i s  going t o  happen but you 

never know what might . 

don ' t  want plutonium over my water supply 

' Cause if it soaks down in then we al l could 

die.  

The stuff will be trucking down the roads as 

wel l .  

I f  some should crash outside your house, 

you ' re welcome to a living hel l .  

Now maybe nothing ' s  going t o  happen, maybe 

i t ' ll pass the test , 

But if it don ' t , then f riends , we are the 

Cher nobyl of the west . 

(Appl ause . ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Wr itten statements of the 
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Jeff Ruprecht family will  be marked as Exhibit 281 and 

incl uded in the record as such. 

The next commentor i s  Josephine Lowe. 

Joseph i ne Lowe. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Next commentor i s  Vance 

Hanawalt, Vance Hanawal t .  

( N o  response . )  

HEARING OFFICER: Next comment or i s  Cl int 

10 Stewart -- Stennet excuse me, Cl int Stennet. 

11 Give your name and address for the record, 

12 Mr. Stennet. 

13 

14 CL INT STENNET, 

15 appea ring as a witness, testif ied as follow s :  

16 

17 MR. STENNET : Good afternoon. My name i s  

1 8  Clint Stennet. l ive at 811 Warm Springs Road i n  Ketchum, 

19 Idaho. 

20 I own Channel 13 �wRV in Ketchum/Sun Valley . 

21 Until recently I publ i shed the Wood River Journal , a weekly 

22 newspaper i n  Hai l ey .  grew u p  o n  t h e  north side o f  the 

23 Snake River here, and attended college at the College of 

24 Southern Idaho in Tw i n  Fal l s  and Idaho State University in 

25 Pocatello. 
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I ' m  a conservative businessman who, with a lot 

of hard and a little l uc k ,  have been able to make a l iving 

in Idaho in the 19805, not an easy task to be sure. 

Howev e r ,  because of tourism my businesses have grown and 

prospered. 

While I object to the construction of the SIS 

on moral and env i ronmental and phil osophical grounds , I ' m  

here today to tal k  about the economics of the SIS. am 

here to chall enge the economic sense of creating these j obs 

for the SIS proj ect , a projects that could endanger the 

fastest growing segment of our economy today_ 

By the year 2000 tourism will be the number 

one industry in the world.  Idaho can capi talize on th is 

growth. With our blue skies, our pristine back country, our 

clean rivers and unhurried life style, we can offer a 

wilderness mecca to the throngs of people who are now caught 

in the urban j ungl e .  

Idaho i s  appealing t o  these urbani tes .  

Tourists come , spend money, they take home only pi ctures and 

memor ies. Tou r i sm  is clean, renewable and i t ' s  profitable. 

Touri sm employs 2 9 , 0 00 Idahoans. Tourism, with ov er a 

billion dol l a r s  in annual revenue, is Idaho ' s  second l argest 

and fastest growing i ndustry . 

Yet here we are, talking about kicking the 

legs out f rom under thi s  industry by creating this monster 
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in the shadow of the Lost River range, a monster that has 

the capabi l i ty of conj uring up the same images that now 

shroud places l i ke Savannah River,  Hanford, Chernoby l ,  Three 

Mi l e  Island. These names don ' t  make you feel all warm and 

fuzzy inside, nor do they compel you to get the atlas out 

and begin planning your summer vacation. Bring your kids to 

swim at Savannah River j ust doesn ' t  sound right in a 

marketing brochure. 

The cost of this pr oj ect , the lack of proven 

need for thi s  project and the potential for disaster , either 

at the plant or on our highways, which would turn our 

tour i sm industry upside down are econom i c  reasons enough not 

to bui l d  the SIS.  

Risk taking i s  a pa rt of doing business. A 

smart bUsiness person minimizes risk by careful planning. 

We are not planning here. We are gambl ing that nothing will 

happen at this plant. The economic upside is 750 jobs . The 

downside is the potential for economic ruin of the only 

bright spot in our economy today. It ' s  j ust not worth the 

risk. 

The only plausible argument that I heard in 

favor of thi s  project is j obs . Wel l ,  I think j obs i s  the 

very reason not to build the SIS.  

Thank you for your time. 

(Appl ause . ) 
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HEARING OFFICER : Exhibit 2 8 8  i n  the record 

wil l be the written comments of Cl i nt Stennet. 

The next commentor i s  Cody Walden, Cody 

Walden. 

(No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : B i l l  McDorman. Ben Wal ke r .  

Oh, excuse me, a r e  you B i l l ?  

HR .  McDORMAN : Yes. 

HEARING OFFICER: Okay. We ' l l need your name 

and address for the record, please. 

B ILL McDORMAN , 

appearing as a witness, testified as foll ows : 

MR. McDORMAN : Bill McDorman, Ketchum, Idaho. 

I j ust walked i n  and 80 I have a question, if 

it ' s  okay, about who you folks are and exactly what happens 

to my testimony. I s  that a fai r question? 

HEARING OFFICER: That was cov ered earlier by 

the Hearing Off i ce r .  We are receiving testimony from 

indiv iduals that goes into a record, that goes to the 

Department of Ene rgy. 

HR .  McDORMAN : Do you present this personally 

as a hea ring off i cer or --

HEARING OFFICER : The record as presented here 
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goes to the Depa rtment. 

HR .  McDORMAN : Okay. So it ' s  j ust my 

testimony and you folks aren ' t  i nvolved i n  carrying thi s  on 

4 in any way? 

HEARING OFFICER: No. 

6 HR. McDORMAN : Okay. So is there anyone 

7 here --

HEAR ING OFFICER : The Department of Energy 

peopl e are Sitting here. 

1 0  HR. McDORMAN : Sitti ng h e r e .  Okay. S o  you 

11 folks have a say-so in whether or not this proj ect goes on. 
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Okay. I was j ust making sure.  

I ' m  also an Idaho businessman, I own a seed 

company in the Wood River Val l ey .  I was born and raised i n  

Idaho. Just drove down her e t o  d o  thiS,  a n d  I keep 

wonde ring why I ' m  even here. The merits of th i s  program to 

me seem so dubious and the ri sks so great , that I can ' t  even 

understand why we are even having hearings about thi s .  

(Appl ause.  ) 

HR. McDORMAN : And I keep thinking maybe 

there ' s  something wrong with me, maybe I missed something 

here, I don ' t  know. 

You know, I went to school and I got pretty 

good grades, and I was a Boy Scout, and I went to col lege, 

and I got my job, and now I hear about things happening 

5 8  
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right in my own back yard that CQuld affect the future of 

Idaho nega tively for thousands and thousands and thousands 

of years, and I can ' t  thi nk of any reason why we should take 

that sort of risk. And to me it all boi l s  down to the fact 

that we are dealing with the most, i f  not one of the most 

dangerous substances we have ev er been able to conj ure up on 

the planet, and we do conjure it up, it ' s  not a natural 

substance. And how do we contain that? How do we keep that 

safe for, what i s  it, 150 , 0 0 0  year hal f- life or whatever it 

is? I mean, how do we keep people f rom finding and 

di scovering this eons hence and war n i n� them that it ' s  

dangerous? I ' ve heard that there ' s  a project with the 

federal government to try to come up with some sort of 

language so that we could commi t  that, feeling a danger to 

these people, so that they can know that, you know , we are 

trying not to harm them, right? It j ust doesn ' t  make 

sense. We have no way of containing it,  as far as I know. 

And again,  if somebody does or if you come up with some new 

techni cal way, let me know because I ' l l sleep easier at 

night . 

Beyond that, we don ' t  have any social or 

pol i t i cal institution that can even contain i t .  mean, we 

are tal king about stabil ity here.  Th i s  i s  America and 

love i t ,  but we really hav en ' t  been that stable in the last 

few decades. mean this is the country that brought us 
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Viet Nam, right? What political whims. We rush in and we 

change our mind, and we rush back out . And in the meantime, 

50 , 0 0 0  lives are lost somewhere along the l i ne ,  wasted. 

I mean, thi s i s  a nation that shows its 

technical promise by going to the moon, but i t  also brought 

us the Challenger disaster , I mean, we killed seven peopl e. 

I mean, are technically adept enough as a nation to try to 

come up with a way of making sure this i s  saf e. 

And so the best way that have been able to 

try to understand this and when I try to communicate thi s  

with people was a story that I heard f rom Wyoming f rom a 

fri end, Joe Spence, who is a lawyer over there. And he was 

tal ki ng about the carpenter ants, and I ' l l  try to make this 

brief. Agriculture was hav i ng problems with the carpenter 

ants. What do we do? B r i ng i n  the Agr i culture Depar tme nt, 

l et ' s  f i nd a way to get rid of them , they are destroying our 

crops. Al l righ t .  

S o  they come u p  with a po i son. They put it i n  

a food that the carpenter ants like,  they spray i t  all 

around the f ield, and the ants come i n  and, sure enough, 

they eat the food and by the bi l l ions they die.  Right? But 

i t  takes them about four days to figure out what ' s  kill ing 

them. 

Ants, SOCiety, there ' s  a brain there 

somewhe re. They stop eating the food and they go right on 
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for the crops. So they bring the Agr i cul ture Department 

back in, and they go, wel l ,  what do we do now, we have got 

to come up with a new k i nd of poi son. 

So what they do is they put the po i son in a 

form so that it ' s  absorbed through the feet of these ants, 

so they don ' t  even have to eat it now. They spread it in a 

band around the farms about five or ten feet thi ck, real 

thick this chemical.  So the ants come charging i n  to get 

the crops and, su re enough, they die by the bi l l ions. Wel l ,  

i t  took them about four days again t o  bui l d  bridges out of 

the dead bodies of their fellow ants, to go over the poi son 

into the crops and they started eating again.  

So they finally killed or stopped thi s  plight 

of the carpenter ant s .  And d o  you know how they d i d  i t ?  

They went back t o  the food routi ne but they put a delay i n  

it s o  the ants could eat the feed, g o  about their business 

for a today or two and all of a sudden wake up dead some 

day. 

And that is what we are facing with plutonium, 

in 20 yea r s ,  none of us will see the effects, the jobs will 

be gone, we ' ll have th i s  substance, and we may wake up dead 

in a l iterary sense. 

Thank you very much. 

(Appl ause . ) 

HEAR ING OFFICER: Ben Wal ke r .  Name and 
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address for the record, s i r  • 

BENJAMIN WALKER, 

appea ring as a witness, testif ied as follows : 

MR. WALKER : Thank you . I ' ll present this 

after the presentation. 

HEARING OFFICER : Need your name and address 

for the record, s i r .  

MR. WALKER : Yes. My name i s  Benj amin 

Wal ker. I ' m  a resident, have been a resi dent of the State 

of Idaho for some time, and former businessman in Ketchum. 

I ' d  l i ke to present testimony here which was 

written as a letter to Mr. Clay Nichol s. 

Dear Mr. Ni chol s, my wife and I are very 

concerned resi dents, as very concerned residents of th i s  

state are totally against the proposed S I S  facil ity_ Our 

reasons are stated very clearly by the Natural Resources 

Defense Counc i l ,  the Snake River Al l i ance, the Idaho 

Conservation League and Life-Guard Idaho. These 

organizat i ons are doing a remarkable j ob in detail ing and 

summar i z ing the effects of the SIS, mainly on the State of 

Idaho. 

We would find i t  extremely diff icult, if not 

almost impossible, to express our views any better. 
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However, I have just a brief addendum he re, and I think it 

is someth i ng that we all should be aware of , and I ' m  sure 

most of us are. 

Having stated our formal po si t i on, I would 

l ike to add a final thought .  

I n  all  o f  mankind ' s  h i story, h e  h a s  never been 

confronted by the unseen enemy of human l i f e ,  atomic 

radiation. What we do right now has i r r eversible effects to 

the human race as long as we are on th i s  ea rth.  We are not 

making decisions here today that can be changed tomorrow. 

What we are doing now will be with us forever . 

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : The written statement of Ben 

and Marilyn Walker will be incl uded in the record as Exhibit 

No. 289 . 

Next scheduled comme ntor is Monica Mahr. 

MONICA MAHR, 

appea ring as a witness, testif ied as f ol l ows : 

MS. MAHR: My name is Monica Mahr. I ' m  a 

resident of the Wood River Valley right between Ketchum and 

Idaho. 

I ' m  talking today as a ci tizen of the world 
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and really specif ical ly Idaho, of course . I really 

adamantly support no action whatsoever on thi s  SIS dea l .  

Fi r st ,  I want t o  talk about arms control . 

mean, we are supposedly, as a nation he re, say ing arms 

control, we are trying to l imit,  we are trying to get rid of 

nuclear arms, and now we are going to bui l d  more bomb 

material , and it ' s  right in my back yard, it ' s  50 mil es 

away. don ' t  want that. That -- Wel l ,  okay. 

With thi s di chotomy there, don ' t  unde r stand 

the message that we are sending. We, as a nation, want to 

say no, and then the DOE i s  saying we want more plutonium. 

That doesn ' t  make sense. We need to make peace, instead of 

making more stuff l i ke thi s ,  we need to concentrate our 

energy and our money on making peace with our fellow 

earthl ings . 

�econdly, the DEIS doesn ' t  really address 

need, and yet, the need is classif ied for more plutoni um ,  

1 8  but in usual EISs there is something classif ied that the 
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Congress can look at to really see if we need this,  and i t  

i sn ' t  h e r e  and I want that h e r e  in a modified EIS.  

The cost of bui l di ng the SIS doesn ' t  me rit 

everything else. As someone else here before sa id, on the 

plus side we have a few jobs and these jobs are temporary, 

and that ' s  -- wel l ,  I hope they don ' t  start looking at 

commercial fuel somewhere down the l ine, when the fuel from 
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Banford i s  all over.  It ' s  temporary st uff,  it ' s  temporary 

up- st uf f .  'And the downside is -- heaven forbid there be a 

maj or , major happening here, heaven forbi d .  I mean, I don ' t  

want anything major t o  happen her e ,  I don ' t  want anything to 

happen here as far as l eaking or as far as anything. But 

the possibil ities of that chemically are too great a risk.  

Ther e ' s  the tourist angle of this.  I l ive in 

a tourist area, it ' s  l ike the fastest growing industry. 

Thi s  doesn ' t  make se nse . As someone else sai d ,  this is 

k i ck i ng the shins here, it doesn ' t  make sense. A l ot of 

stuf f doesn ' t  make sense here. 

The environment. I am ,  I feel like I 

shouldn ' t  even have to say anything about how this will 

affect , could affect , heaven forbid but it could affect the 

env i ronment. And we are only going to l ive here a few 

years.  This st uff,  if anything happens, any l ittle leakage, 

it ' s  gOing to be around for a long time. I want my 

chi l dren, I want thi s  earth to survive as it is,  hopef ully 

as it is, for a long, long time, more than my lifetime. 

The waste that will maybe be kind of de facto 

stored at the INEL . The DOE has promised for a long time to 

get the waste that is al ready stored there out of there and 

it a i n ' t happening, and I don ' t  want more waste stored so 

close to me. I don ' t  want for anyone to stumbl e on that, 

don ' t  want it to be stored there. I don ' t  want it to be 
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stored anywhere. I don ' t  want nuclear stuff anywhere in 

this wor l d ,  especially in my back yard. And a lot of 

touri sts '  backyards, what are they going to say ? Look at 

this.  I mean, on the cover of the New York Times, now they 

are reading thi s stuff . 

(Applause. ) 

MS. MAHR: Tourists are going to come here? 

Give me a break. You know? 

And then the storage, that goes on a long 

time. Some l ittle l eak, wel l ,  there goes, both are number 

one and number two industries in Idaho. No one is going to 

eat hot potatoes. No one is going to come and ski on hot 

snow, you nothing? Nothing. 

I have got a lot of stuff her e .  

Pol itically, why is thi s  being considered 

here? It doesn ' t  really make that much sense politically to 

have it here. Bow about Hanford? Bow about Savannah 

River? Why is it here? I have l ived in other states that 

have had more expe ri ence with the DOE, and they said no. 

Idaho doesn ' t  really have that experience. I don ' t  want for 

Idaho to have that expe rience. They j ust don ' t  have it 

yet. And hopef ully, you and a lot more people too will tell 

DOE, hey, you know, you got kind of a poor safety record and 

we don ' t  want it her e ,  we don ' t  want what other states 

a1 ready know. 
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Job se"curi ty . Jesus , I shouldn ' t  even have to 

Bay that, what this says. What I want to say as the very 

l ast , I know my time is up, I ' d  l ike for everyone to j ust 

really quietly either or here at home j ust for themselves 

say, does thi s  make sense on a worl dwide l evel . Does it 

make sense to Buppo rt war? think the answer will be no. 

So why support the SIS? It ' s  -- on a big l evel that ' s  what 

you are supporting. 

Thank you. 

BEARING OFFICER: Jason Salzman. 

JASON SALZMAN, 

appearing as a witness, testified as fol l ow s :  

MR. SALZMAN : My name i s  Jason Salzman. 

l ive at 1 950 Calver Street in Washington, D . C .  

When t h e  E I S  facil ity was f i rst proposed to 

Congress, the DOE asserted that the facility was needed for 

three major reasons. Congress subsequently passed a l aw 

stating that one of those reasons, making one of those 

reasons il legal.  Another one of those major j ustif ications 

has since been abandoned by the DOE. Other tangential 

reasons for the S IS facil ity have also been abandoned .  

Finally, with only one unnecessary mission l ef t ,  the DOE 

asse rts in the DEIS the SIS facility is not necessarily 
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needed for any mission but that it might be needed for some 

unknown m i ssion and therefore we need $1 bill ion to 

construct.  

(Appl ause. ) 

5 MS. SALZMAN : The maj or initial mission for 

the SIS facility involves extracting pl utonium from 

commercial reactor spent fuel . Congress, this is the 

mission that Congress declared il legal . 

9 With the maj or mission for SIS declared 

10 illegal , DOE then proposes a variety of new missions for 

11 SIS.  One of these missions was i n  DOE l iterature I call the 
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unknown mission and DOE asks , who knows what the nation ' s  

needs will be i n  the year 2001 . But i n  l ight of the fact 

that th is and other missions are not j ustifiabl e, odE itself 

questi oned the need for SIS.  In 1 9 84 DOE stated to 

Congress, and thi s  is the DOE, there are alternatives to the 

SIS which adequately address currently projected plutonium 

requi rements. That was in 1 9 8 4 ,  the DOE before Congress. 

But even though the other plutonium powers 

have decreased si nce 1984 , DOE has continued to j ustify , try 

to j ustify SIS.  But with no j usti f i able mission for SIS,  

DOE recently decided to give up trying to j ustify SIS on the 

ba sis of need at all and tells us that it ' s  needed for 

emergencies. The DEIS, however , does not expl ain how SIS 

will achieve this funct ion. In fact, it ' s  difficult to 
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figure out what the DEIS says at al l .  

have been amused a t  people who stood u p  at 

other hearings and Bay things such as DEIS, a clearly 

written and concise document , that I have read carefully and 

under stand perfectly. The DEIS, I find ,  tautology. 

Tautol ogy is a statement that his its own i nternal logi c. 

An exampl e of tautol ogy is the following: The world is 

round because it ' s  not flat. Now hear the DEIS : The SIS 

Proj ect is needed by DOE to provide redundancy in production 

capabil i ty and technological diversity with respect to the 

current dependence of weapon-grade plutonium on --

(Witness reading rapidly -- interrupted by 

Court Reporter . )  

MR .  SALZMAN :  Wel l ,  the point i s  made there, 

the DOE has resorted to self-serving l ogic to j ustify the 

SIS facil ity. 

The history of SIS exposes the 

self-perpetuating nature of the nuclear arms race 

bureaucracy. Scient i st s  at weapons l aboratories and 

bureaucrats in Washington have developed a self-interest in 

proj ects costing bil l i ons of dollars that have absolutely no 

use in the real world and, in fact, are dangerous. 

Once projects are determined useful or not, 

the arms race bureaucracy refuses to abandon them. SIS 

provides an exampl e of this phenomenon. DOE ' s  j ustif ication 
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for SIS has evolved through time and i s  desperate and 

creative. I think f l exibi l ity, dependency and redundancy 

are very creative, unusual use of the words. 

Despe rate, creative ef forts have been made to 

j ustify the facil ity but all have failed, none are 

j ustif iabl e .  B u t  people are catching o n  t o  t h e  DO E ,  that ' s  

what ' s  great. And I think the DOE, i n  fact, i s  aware of 

this, and it comes out, it leaks out in stateme nts by DOE 

officials. One was in yeste rday ' s , Sunday ' s  New York Times, 

front page. SIS manager, project manage r ,  Clay Nichol s 

sai d ,  -If we can ' t  get a facil ity l i ke this bui l t  here, you 

wonder if we can bui l d  anything anywhere. -

I don ' t  think S IS will be bui l t  in Idaho or 

anywhere.  

Finally,  on behalf the Natural Resource 

Defense Council I ' d  like to think the Hearings Of f ice r ,  Roy 

Eiguren, for dOing a very outstanding j ob of running the 

hea rings. Thank you, Roy. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Our next commentor is Frank 

Freitas. 
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FRANK FRE ITAS, 

appea r i ng as a witness, testi f ied as fol l ows : 

MR. FREITAS ; My name is Prank Freitas, 4563 

F i rst Street, Idaho Fal l s ,  and I own a small construction 

f i rm there. 

Due to the size of thi s  proj ect, it ' s  really 

doubtful that my f i rm will do any work ther e ,  but I ' m  sti l l  

f o r  the SIS. 

Most of us i n  th i s  room have loved ones and 

f r i ends who over the yea r s  in one way or another have been 

affected by wars and communists. Those few people who have 

a need to know real i z e  that th i s  proj ect is one of the 

important ingredients that will  help to insure future 

battles are fought at the conference tables and not i n  the 

fields. 

Di sregarding any emoti onal feel i ngs conce rning 

the humanitarian i ssues surrounding nuclear weapons and 

whether or not they are r i ght or wrong, everyone here has to 

admit if they are bei ng honest with themselves that the 

threat of nuclear conf l i ct has kept the world f rom anything 

approaching Wor l d  War I I  for some 4 5  yea rs now. 

I am not qual i f ied, and few here are,  to 

address the national need for the SIS.  Sma rter people than 

I have determined that such a process is needed now to 
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upgrade our nati onal nuclear arsena l .  Far b e  it that I 

should have to second-guess such decisions. 

Granting, then, the premi se that the SIS 

process i s  required for our nati onal secu r i ty, then the 

argument reduces to that of whether or not the facil ity 

should be bu i l t  in Idaho. 

In my opinion as a private bus i nessman, the 

SIS should be bu i l t  at the INEL . 

Thank you. 

HEAR ING OFFICER: Mr. Freita s '  wri tten 

comments will be marked as Exhibit 290 for the record. For 

the record, his address i s  Post Of f i ce Box 1547 , Idaho 

Fal l s .  

The next scheduled commentor i s  Mimi Am r i t .  

BEARING OFFICER : We ' l l  mark your written 

comments as Exhibit 291 for the record. Give us your name 

and address, please. 

MIMI AMRIT, 

appearing as a witness, testif ied as follow s :  

M S .  AMRIT : My name i s  Mimi Am r i t ,  and I l ive 

on Oak Ridge Drive, Ketchum, Idaho, and th i s  is Starr and 

Darshan. 

My chi ldren are fourth gene ration Idahoans. 
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Their great, great grandfather was one of the or iginal 

settlers -in the Wood River Valley. And they came to Idaho 

in the 1800s because of what Idaho had to of fer ; beaut i f ul 

land, rich agricultural potential , and healthy place to 

raise a family. 

We have all  chosen to continue to make our 

home in Idaho because the same opportunities exist for us 

today. The l and is sti l l  beaut i f ul ,  there is plenty of 

economic potential . Idaho is still  a healthy and whol esome 

place to raise a family. 

Let ' s  not r i sk taking away any of these 

oppor tunities for my kids ' kids and the next 20 generations 

for a few temporary jobs and a short-term inf l ux of money 

that the SIS may create. Bow can we ignore our emotions 

with these issues? A single accident could destroy it al l .  

Nobody has special immunity from potential di saster ,  and 

everybody ' s  health and economic security wil l be 

threatened. 

What doesn ' t  seem -- that doesn ' t  seem like 

it ' s  gOing to make our famil ies more secure. Idaho has much 

more to offer without S IS .  

Thank you . 

(Appl ause. ) 

BEARING OFFICER: Our next commentor is 

Reverend Kevin Lafey. 
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FATHER KEVIN LAFEY, 

appearing as a witness, testif ied as f ol l ow s :  

FATHER LAFEY : My name i s  Father Kevin Lafey. 

I l ive at 311 Fi rst Avenue South i n  Bailey ,  Idaho. 

I ' m  hear to speak out against the SIS 

Proj ect. I ' m  a Roman Cathol i c  priest and, speaking as such, 

I believe very strongly that the S IS Project i s  immoral . 

You cannot separate the manufacturing of plutonium from the 

ul timate goal of producing more nuclear weapons. The last 

thing thi s  wor l d  needs today is more nuclear weapons. 

To clothe, house, feed and prov ide basi c  

health c a r e  and education for al l those who don ' t  have it in 

the wor l d  would cost us $17 bill ion a yea r ,  the amount of 

money the human race i s  spending every two weeks on 

weapons. This is an obvious injustice. That the United 

States would even consider spending the incredible amount of 

money this project wil l requi re for compl etion when 

thousands and thousands of Americans are without adequate 

housing and food is an outrage. That people in Idaho would 

support this project on the grounds that it will provide 

some 750 jobs is a scandal . 

Archbi shop Raymond Huntausen, the Roman 

Catholic Archbi shop of Seattle, has called the Trident 

Nuclear Submarine Base in Bangor, Washington, the Auschwitz 
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of the Puget Sound. The concent ration camps of the second 

world war provided j obs for peopl e ,  that didn ' t  j ustify 

thei r existence. 

(Appl ause. ) 

FATHER LAFEY: The SIS Proj ect, wherever it 

may be buil t ,  is j ust as immoral , if not more immoral than 

the concentration camps of the second world war era. The 

wor l d  condemned the people at the time who failed to speak 

out against the atrocities the German government was 

perpetrating_ The time has come for us to speak out loudly 

and clearly against our own government policies that are 

responsible for destroying human l i fe all over the pl anet. 

We can no longer sit back and al l ow  our government to spend 

mill ions of dol l a r s  on armaments when an incredible number 

of people in the world is starving to death. 

Even if these weapons were never used, the 

money that i s  being diverted f rom helping the poor is 

bringing about damage already. Mi l l i ons of people all over 

the world are dy ing as a result of th i s  diversion of f unds .  

I urgently pl ead, therefore, that the SIS 

Project never be allowed to become a reality, either in 

Idaho or anywhere el se.  

Thank you . 

BEARING OFFICER : Father Lafey ' s  written 

comments are marked as Exhibit 292 and included in the 
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record. 

Next scheduled commentor is Thane Lever. 

THANE LEVER, 

appea ring AS a witness, testified as follows: 

MR. LEVER : My name i s  Thane Lever. My 
address is Box 400 3 ,  Ketchum, Idaho, 83340 . 

I l iv e  in Ketchum, Idaho, and own a property 

maintenance business. Our economy in Ketchum is based 

almost entirely upon tourism. My business i s  directly 

l i nked to tou rism .  The fact is tour i sm  i s  big business in 

Idaho. Thousands of people seek Idaho ' s  pr i stine wilderness 

areas and the recreational oppor tunities they afford each 

year .  Many o f  these people use Ketchum a s  a destination i n  

thei r pursuit o f  these activities whi l e  many j ust pass 

through on the hi ghway. 

The road system in Idaho is such that there 

are not a whole lot of opti ons for people to take to reach 

destination points. It i s  my understanding that you, the 

Department of Energy, intend to transport plutonium and 

radioactive waste created from its refinement on our road 

system in Idaho. Even if you only had one transport 

acci dent over the l ifetime of the proj ect , that would be 

unacceptabl e ,  given the repercussions that national press 
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releases would have in the minds of the people intending to 

travel to Idaho. If people felt our roadways were 

contaminated with plutonium, they would simply change their 

plans to another state without Idaho ' s  probl ems. The same 

could be said to happen to Idaho ' s  potato industry should 

radioactive waste enter the Snake River aquifer.  People 

will j ust simply buy potatoes from Maine. Even if a 

potential accident is small with rel atively no damage to the 

env i ronment or human l ives, any boycott on tourism and 

agricul tural industries in Idaho would damage our economy 

further than it i s  now. 

In spite of all of the assurances that the 

Department of Energy can offer us on the safeguards to be 

implemented into the SIS Project, I f ind myself not 

reassured. Common sense should d i ctate to most people, 

given the accidents that have happened with thi s  sort of 

technology, that they are going to conti nue to happen. 

For some people al l this i s going to make 

sense because they need a paycheck every month and thi s  

proposal w i l l  do that for a little whi l e  a t  least. But 

ask myself and everyone in thi s  room whether or not what we 

stand to gain from this project in an economic sense 

outwei gh s what we al ready have and should continue to have. 

I will not support the SIS Project in Idaho. 

Thank you. 
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(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Exhibit 293 in the record 

will be the written comments of Mr . Thane Lever. 

Next scheduled commentor is Julie Wiethorn. 

JULIE WIETHORN, 

appearing as a witness, testif ied as follow s :  

M S .  WIETHORN : My name is Jul ie Wiethorn, and 

I l iv e  at 27 Deer Creek Road with my husband and daughter on 

my dad l s  farm. 

am unequiv ocally supporting the No Action 

Alternative concerning const ruction of a Special Isotope 

Separation Proj ect. oppose it in Idaho or in any state. 

Every alternative has not been explored 

despite the obv ious alternative which is that we don ' t  need 

more plutonium. The Depa rtment of Defense has enough 

nuclear weapons to destroy any fract i on of the population 

that we care to destroy. 

Before this issue of isotope sepa ration or 

plutonium production in Idaho came to the forefront, I would 

not have considered myse l f  an activist,  but now 1 1 m  forced 

to take a stand for my moral s ,  and I am surrounded by fel low 

citizens in Idaho who are saying the buck stops here. We 

are people with famil ies and pe rsonal responsibil ities that 
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often preclude us from front l ine battle on every issue that 

threatens us, but now an issue which threatens our very 

existence on many levels has been brought right to our 

doorstep. 

We refuse to be contaminate d ,  and I say that 

know ing that numerous shipments of the worst type of nuclear 

waste has been brought to Idaho f rom Three Mi l e  Isl and . 

As much as the Department of Energy would l i ke 

to make a precedence of producing plutonium here in Idaho, 

we in Idaho would l ike to make a precedence of refusing to 

take pa rt in the Department of Defense l s  plot to overproduce 

pl uton i um as i f  it were a mere agricultural product . And I 

say that with a very bitter taste in my mouth. 

say deal with the waste at hand, i f  you 

can. Why are you j uggl ing waste at temporary sites? 

The 440 tons of waste the SIS will produce 

annually is unmanageabl e .  There i s  but a fraction o f  that 

waste, 4 . 4  mill ion cubic feet, in tekmporary storage already 

at INEL contaminati ng the sediment grounds and and aquifer 

below where it ' s  bu ried.  Idaho has asked for 20 years for 

the DOE to deal with the exi sting waste . You don ' t  have 

saf e  storage. 

We don ' t  want plutonium oxide shipped to 

Idaho. 

If the people who l ive near Banford on the 

7 9  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 
P. O.  Box 57 8 ,  Boise, ID 83701 

2 

6 

7 

1 0  

11 

12 

13 

1 4  

1 5  

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4  

25 

Columbia River have no qualms about plutonium prodution, 

then so be it. But we, the people of Idaho, have nO 

intention of risk i ng our envi ronment for the sake of 

warheads . 

Continue to contaminate previously 

contaminated sites i f  the residents of Hanford, Savannah 

River,  Livermore, et cetera, will allow it. We, in Idaho, 

support only managing the mill ions of cu ries al ready 

contam inating our ai r ,  water and soil now. However,  I hope 

the precedence that we need to achieve will inspire and 

empower the minds and activ ity of those people to refuse 

this business of bomb-ma king; thus I stand no action. 

Thi s  is not a personal attack on any 

Department of Energy employee. It ' s  a personal plea to 

continue or to begin to view thi s  as a moral issue, one that 

we are capabl e of squelching for the most intell igent 

reasons. 

Thank you. 

(App1 ause . ) 

HEARING OFFICER: The written comments of 

Jul i e  Wiethorn wil l  be included in the record as Exhibit 

No . 294 . 

Next scheduled commentor is Mr. Ed Moffet. 
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DALE BATES, 

appea r i ng as a witness, testif ied as follow s :  

MR .  BATES : 1 1 m  Dale Bates, and I ' m  here for 

Ed Moffet today. My address 228 Lapwai Dr ive. 

I have a question. Wo�ld anybody want th i s  

plant if they knew that a n  environmentally disastrous and 

l i f e  threatening accident were inevitabl�? 

Would many be against it i f  they were 

convinced that such an acci dent were impossible? 

What guarantee are we being offered that an 

accident will not happen? We are assured that all 

preparations to prevent an accident will be taken, and we 

are tol d to look at the safety records. That ' s  f i ne ,  I 

under stand that. 

Among other things, I ' m  an athlete, a dancer 

and a Yoga student. I have worked thousands of hours to 

perfect my coordination and balance. With this prepa ration, 

and based on my trai ning record, I feel I can �ssure you 

that I can pe rform simple daily exercise l i ke walking 

accident-free. Would you accept thi s  guarantee? 

Thank you. 

(Mr. Bates fell down. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: The written comment of Da�e 
I 

Bates w i l l  be i ncl uded in the record as Exhibit 295 . We ' re 
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not able to capture the fal l ,  sorry_ 

Next scheduled commentor is Dan Alban. 

DAN ALBAN, 

appearing as a witness, testified as follow s :  

MR .  ALBAN : I hope my time didn ' t  dwindle 

further for the time it spent me to walk up here. 

Valley. 

HEARING OFFICER : It didn ' t . 

MR. ALBAN : I ' m  a resi dent of Wood River 

have been the Blaine County Magistrate Judge for 

the last 14 years.  I 'm here to give my comments on the 

DEIS. They are my personal comment s. I do not represent 

anybody other than myself.  

have studied the Env i ronmental Impact 

Statement. I ' m  concerned about it. The Statement, when 

refer to Statement, I mean the Draft Env ironmental Impact 

Statement. The Statement prov ides no assurance of safety to 

the env i ronment . It stat�s that the Department of Energy 

acknowledges that the United States Envi ronmental Protection 

Agency has j uri sdiction over all hazardous waste at the 

INEL. Yet, the Statement provides no assurance f rom the 

Environmental Protection Agency that the increase in 

contaminants, contaminated waste, that would be caused by 

the proposed S IS can be adequately stored or safely stored 
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a t  INEL . In fact, the facts seem to be j ust the opposite. 

According to the Enviro�ental Protection 

Agency itse l f ,  the agency that has j u r i sdiction over 

di sposal of hazardous waste, that it would take 30 years and 

up to $30  mi l l ion to clean up the existi ng contamination at 

the INEL , without the added contamination of the SIS 

Proj ect . These are the people that have j u r i sdict i on over 

taking care of the hazardous waste. 

According to the Statement, the contamination 

includes the detection of plutoni um at a depth of 230  feet. 

Snake River Aq uifer is found at depths ranging f rom 200 feet 

to 1 , 0 0 0  feet below the surface at INEL . Therefore, the 

Snake River Aquifer is clearly in j e opardy of 

contaminati on. 

Yet, the Statement says, and I quote Page 

3-1 4 ,  -The current moni tor i ng results indicate that detected 

plutoni um will not reach the aqui fer,  and the Department of 

Energy currently i s  studying the extent of the contamination 

and appropr i ate means of remedial action. The extent of the 

potential contamination has not been determined . -

How can the DOE assure us that the Snake River 

Aquifer i s  safe from contamination when i t  i s  st i l l  studying 

the subj ect , it doesn ' t  know the extent of the exi sting 

contam ination, and they don ' t  have any clue as to how they 

would take remedial action in the event that contamination 
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does, i n  fact , occur.  Thi s  must be why the Department of 

Energy placed a discl aimer i n  the Envi ronmental Impact 

Statement disclaiming any responsi bi l ity disclaiming for any 

facts or information provided in that Statement. 

My conclusion f rom thi s  i s  that the Depa rtment 

of Energy is actually saying that we do n ' t  know whether or 

not the envi ronment is in danger by an SIS Proj ect ; but if 

there i s  a dange r ,  if there i s  a problem with storing 

hazardous waste, it ' s  not our probl em, it i s  the problem of 

the Envi ronmental Protection Agency and us, the citiz ens. 

You have done your j ob ,  you have proposed a 

method or a way for the United States government to insure 

the av ai l abil ity of the raw materials for atomic bombs, but 

your statement of the envi ronmental impact of th i s  plant i s  

woefully inadequate in my opinion. 

I ' m  also concerned about a statement that was 

attri buted to Mr.  Nichol s of the, or who is the proj ect 

di rector of the proj ect proposed at INEL . The statement was 

made in response to a revel ation that the storage site 

selected by the Department of Energy for radioactive sol i d  

waste, which i s  a facil ity in Carlsbad, New Mexico, may not 

be available because i t ' s  leaking right now. And 

Mr. Nichols was attri buted with thi s  statement, that he 

sai d ,  -We have time to work out the problem if WIPP is 

unav ail abl e since the waste would not be produced at the 
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IPEL project until the mid-1 990s. " 

This attitude is totally i r responsible given 

the deadly character of p1utonium-239 and the fact that it 

will last forever. 

think a new Draft Envi ronmental Impact 

Statement needs to be prepared by the Depa rtment of Energy_ 

(Applause. ) 

BEARING OFFICER : Thank you, Judge. 

Our next scheduled comment or is order number 

2 0 ,  Bill McPh erson, Bill McPherson. 

( No response. ) 

HEARING OFFICER; Ladies and gent l emen, we are 

now at order 20 on the speaker s '  l i st ,  as I mentioned. What 

I ' d  l i ke to do is take a very brief recess so that our next 

20 commentors might come forward to the front here. If you 

would please check your name on the l i st in the back. We ' ll 

be in recess for f ive minutes. 

record. 

(Recess. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : I ' d  l i ke to go back on the 

And ther e has been some conf usion, I th ink, on 

the pa r t  of fol k s ,  so j ust to make the record very cl ear ; 

because of the large numbers of people we have that want to 

testify,  I made the determination that we will have a 

continuation of th is hearing into Thursday. So it would be 
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my intent at this point to continue on down the witness 

l i st ,  I ' m  at order number 20 on the afternoon session l i st, 

and I have 93 people scheduled to comment this afternoon. 

We will continue on until 6 : 3 0 ,  at which time we ' ll take a 

break until 7 :  0 0 ,  come back at 7 :  0 0 .  I ' ll g o  back t o  my 

opening statement once agai n .  And t h e n  w e  hav e three 

individuals who are organizational speake rs who will go on 

at that point . Then I will  go back to the afternoon session 

list .  

So if you are waiting th is afternoon and want 

to be accommodated , I can categorically tell you that we ' ll 

either get you on before 6 : 3 0  or some time hope f ul ly soon 

after 7 o ' clock. And then at some point, probably at 8 : 00 

or 8 : 3 0 ,  we ' ll commence with the l i st of preregistered 

speakers for the evening session. Everyone got that ? 

In addition to that, if you are here and you 

have a written comment and you decide that you don ' t  want to 

stay, for whatever reason, please feel free to bring that up 

to the table when we take our next break, a number of people 

have been dOing that. And what I ' l l  do is take all of those 

comment s ,  assign them as an exhibit, and include those in 

the record. I want you all to know that a written comment 

has the same weight, is treated with the same dignity in the 

record as oral comment s .  

Okay. So let us return now back to our 
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commentor s l  l ist, and w e  left off a t  order number 20 , who i s  

M r .  Bill McPherson. He did not respond when I asked for 

him, so I assume he ' s  not here. 

I ' ll move on to commentor number 21, Tal 

Nei l l . Give your name and address for the record, si r .  

DeWITT T .  NEILL, 

appearing as A witness,  testif ied as follow s :  

MR. NEILL : My name i s  DeWitt T .  Nei l l .  I ' m  

Professor of Engineering a t  Idaho State University. l ive 

at 70 Dav i s  Drive, Pocatel l o ,  Idaho. 

I have worked i n  and around the nuclear 

industry for the past 30 years.  Twenty of those year s, 

while a professor at ISU , I hAve also worked with most of 

the INEL contractor s as a researcher, a consultant and j ust 

a pl ain hi red hand. I have al ready completed one smal l 

consulting project on the SIS, and I probably will do some 

more. 

The SIS Draft Envi ronmental Impact Statement 

is a good, thorough j ob .  The SIS phy sical facil ities will 

have a mi nimal impact on the INEL environment since they are 

rel atively smal l ,  parti cularly when compared to the other 

INEL proj ects that al ready exi st. 

There is al ready a lot of plutonium on the 
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site ;  i t  i s  a natural by-product o f  t h e  f ission process. 

Both EBR-I and EBR- I I  reactor proj ects were speci f i cal ly 

aimed at making enough plutonium to, in effect, replace, by 

plutonium, the amount of urani um fuel that is consumed i n  

those reactors. Although the S I S  Project will b e  t h e  f i rst 

one to handle plutoni um in A metal form, there i s  a lot of 

plutonium on the site al ready. 

The SIS Project will involve transporting 

plutoni um off the INEL and over the publ i c  hi ghways. 

However , the publ i c  and worker risk for such transportation 

are many thousands times l ess than general transportation 

risks.  It i s  j ust sad that we can ' t  get the other hi ghway 

risks down to the level of plutoni um transportation risks.  

The weakness I f i nd i n  the EIS i s  its fai l ure 

to address the positive aspects of th e SIS Project. 

Envi ronmental impacts aren ' t  all negative and EISs aren ' t  

restricted j ust · to conside ring the negative ones. 

One of the gr eatest positive impacts, 

benef i ts, of the SIS i s  i t  will be the industrial 

demonstration of the AVLIS process for i sotope sepa ration. 

There are many isotopes, both radioactive and stabl e ,  which 

have great beneficial potential if we can reduce the cost of 

separating them. A casual exampl e of that might be the 

enri chment of mercury 1 9 8  f rom its 1 0  pe r cent natural 

abundance to, say, 20 percent, which would signif icantly 
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improve the ef f iciency of fl uorescent l i ghting. 

The AVL IS process promises a signi f i cant 

reduction in the cost of isotopic separation, and we will 

surely find a large number of benefits f rom it, however, 

it ' s  a fact that we need some overwhelming benefit to 

justify the development costs of such a process. That 

benefit is national defense in the form of nuclear weapons. 

The SIS Draft Envirorunental Impact Stateme,nt 

goes a lot f urther than any previous document I have seen 

towards j ustifying the need for plutoni um. It i s  clear from 

the EIS that several committees at the highest government 

level have certi f ied the need for plutonium and for the SIS 

Proj ect. The U .  S.  Congress has agreed i n  its fund i ng 

deci sions. 

Most pro comments I have read about SIS over 

the past f ew months have been di rected at j obs and the 

attendant economic impacts on eastern Idaho. Most of the 

negative comments have centered against plutonium for 

weapons. Thi s  battle on two completely different levels is 

perhaps typical of a l ot of publ ic po l i cy debates and the 

reasons the decisions are so very d i f f i cult.  

I am definitely a layman when i t  comes to 

national defense and nuclear weapons. Nevertheless, 

believe we must have nuclear weapons to defend ou r 

ter ritory, our institutions and our cul ture. We coul dn ' t  
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afford the necessary conventional weapons even if they 3 . 4  
CQuld,  by some stretch of the imagination, do the j ob. We 

should recognize that our fleet of submarines, pe rhaps our 

greatest deterrent to wa r ,  are themselves nuclear weapons. 

Even total nuclear disa rmament is of questionable mer i t .  

Most alternatives t o  nuclear weapons are equally d r eadful 

and much, much more expensive. Our goal should be to avoid 

ever having to use nuclear weapons, not to e l iminate them. 

So i n  concl usion, I support the SIS Project 

because of its many potential benef its outweigh its 

potential consequences .  The negative impa cts a r e  a bi t 

def icient in addressing the benef i t s  in the Statement. 

HEAR ING OFFICER : Exhibit 296 in the record 

will be the written comment of Dr.  DeWitt T. Nei l l .  

The next scheduled commentor i s  Sean Bar rigar.  

( No response . )  

H EARING OFFICER: Next scheduled commentor i s  

Lor i s  G raves. 

( No response . ) 

BEARING OFFICER: should pOint out, thi s  i s  

a n  oversight of the Chai r ,  our f i rst speaker today was 

Elaine Randel l ,  and I l earned during the break that we had a 

misspel l ing of the name, it should have been Elai ne McLain, 

and she i s  here, so at th i s  point we will have Elaine step 

forward. 
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I f  we could have your name and address for the 

record. 

ELAINE KcLAIN, 

appearing as A witness, testified as f ollows : 

MS . McLAIN : I ' m  a l ittle nervous at this. 

don ' t  think I have ever spoken i n  f ront of a microphone, so 

if 1 ' m  not close enough or too close, let me know. 

Idaho. 

My name i s  Elaine McLai n .  I l ive i n  Bel levue, 

First of al l ,  I went to the Post Office to 

tal k to peopl e about SIS,  and I have a l i st here of names, 

people who have signed, that were either old, too old or 

blind or cri ppled or just not confident enough to write 

their own letter. But I sai d  i f  I write a letter, would you 

sign i t ,  and they were more than happy to, so I have that. 

There ' s  a lot of people l i ke that. I only 

spent three hours at the Post Of f ice. I f  I had spent ten 

days, how many signatures would I have gotten? 

I ' m  a restaurant owner i n  Bellevue. And as a 

business person, the 7 , 0 0 0  jobs don ' t  mean a thing. We have 

to learn to put our pr iorities where they should be. Koney 

is not -- only should be a means of providing our food and 

our clothing and our shel ter, not for anything else .  We 

9 1  
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need to put o u r  priorities i n  orde r .  

W e  talk about teen suicide today a s  being a 

big probl em .  What about global suicide? We are adul ts, 

they are j ust teenagers, we should know better as adults.  

Nuclear weapons do breed a lot of fear and a 

lot of hatred. The USSR and the United States have bui l t  

most o f  the nuclear weapons, have been t h e  beginne r s .  

I will -- and i n  the history books i n  our 

schools, grade school and j unior high and high, there ' s  a 

lot of talk about fearing communism. We really don 1 t  need 

to fear communism. We need to know the t r uths and we need 

to l ook open-minded at all people. The Soviet Union has 

peopl e protesting nuclear weapons j ust as much as there is 

he re.  And i n  every country on earth there are people 

protesting nuclear weapons. We don ' t  need to fear any other 

country about overtaking us.  

B i story repeats itsel f .  Every great nation 

that ' s  ever been, when the mil itary got too much and the 

economy got too l ow ,  that was the fall of the nation .  Think 

about that, even those that are for S I S .  When the milita ry 

is too much and the economy too l ow .  Watch the new s, the 

political analysts and economic people are saying the same 

thing, that ' s  the fall of any great nation. 

We fear Taiwan right now because they are 

using plutonium to make nuclear weapons. Why? We are doing 
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i t .  Why a r e  we fea ring them? Because w e  fear what ' s  

wrong. , Let ' s  j ust stop what ' s  wrong. 

We fea r Japan because we dropped the atom bomb 

on them. We fea r I ran and I raq because they are using 

chemical weapons now. We fea r a bl ack president because we 

let 1 0 0  mil l ion black people die trying to get 1 5 , 0 0 0  slaves 

here. We don ' t  need to fea r ;  we j ust need to change our 

attitude. 

Ther e ' s  4 2  wars going on around the wor l d  

today. The United States and the USSR has been very active 

at pitting one person against another,  one native against 

anothe r ,  one section of people against another, one country 

against another.  With nuclear -- they have used -- the USSR 

and United States has used nuclear weapons, chemical weapons 

and germ warfare.  

I have an acquaintance who (unintel l i gible) 

for 4 0  years working with the poor people there. She says 

her fellow sisters in Nicaragua, that the Sandani sta 

government has done a lot toward bringing about good things 

for that country. 80 percent more of the people can read 

now than bef ore, under the communist government. I ' m  not 

saying communi sm is the right way or good, but l et ' s  not 

catego r i z e  and sterotype. Let them work out thei r problems 

and they are now with the peace plan. 

Costa Rica has had no mil itary since 1 9 4 8 ,  
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they spent thei r money on education and nutrition. And I 

j ust hope , I j ust hope that there i sn ' t  somebody going to 

try and break up that peace there because now it ' s  getting 

al l over the news. 

My aunt is i n  the Phi l ippines, she says that 

6 there ' s  l iteracy, there ' s  improvement in Nicaragua. What 

7 they fear most is that some bi g government might use germ as 

they did in Mindanao years ago, and th ere was germ warfare 

in Central Amer i ca to cause trouble and to make it look l i ke 

1 0  peace can ' t  wor k o r  t o  make i t  look l ike the government 

1 1  trying t o  run things there won ' t  wor k .  

1 2  W e  t a l k  about democ racy in Panama and 

13 Nicaragua, we talk about human rights i n  the Soviet Union. 

14 What about South Af r i ca? Do you know that the United States 

15 i s  covertly supplying weapons to the rebels i n  Angola who 

1 6  a r e  fighting si de-by-side with the South Af r i can government 

1 7  against the people, people who can ' t  vote l i ke you a n d  I ?  

1 8  HEARING OFFICER: Ma ' am --

1 9  MS. McLAIN : Ther e ' s real inconsistencies 

20 HEAR ING OFFICER: Excuse me, ma l am , your time 

21 has expired. 

22 MS. McLAIN : I think I have said enough 

23 though. 

24 HEARING OFFICER : Thank you. 

25 (Appl ause. ) 
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HEARING OFFICER: W e  wi l l  mark for the record 

as Exhibit 297 the wri tten comments of Elaine McLai n .  We ' ll 

also mark as Exhibit 298 the letter she refer enced that was 

signed by approximately ten i ndiv idual s with addresses f r om 

the Bellevue area .  

Our next scheduled commentor is Lor i s  Graves, 

Lor i s  Graves. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER: J oan Huston. 

JOAN HUSTON, 

appea r i ng as a witness, testi f ied as fol l ow s :  

M S .  HUSTON : My name i s  J oan Huston, 2 5 2 5  

Filer Avenue West, Twin Fal l s. 

I stand to speak against the SIS Proj ect for a 

number of reasons. It ' s  against my rel igious and moral 

understanding i n  that its purpose is to enhance enemy 

think i ng and ultimately to destroy the creation. 

My understanding of Ch ri sti anity is that our 

Creator loves each us of and cal l s  us to live as brothers 

and s i sters, despite nati onal bounda ries,  as well as to be 

good stewards of creation. And nuclear weapons, plutoni um 

production stands acutely opposed to this.  

I ' m  also opposed to SIS because it ' s  

9 5  
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unnecessary. We need def i ci t  spending to have redundancy 

production capacity. The DEIS statement it sel f states the 

non-need of thi s  proj ect . 

I stand against SIS because it ' s  i r rati onal to 

produce that which we don ' t  know how top render harmless. 

But the SIS supporters don ' t  really challen�e these ideas 1 

they speak more to j obs . And I stand opposed to SIS because 

it i sn ' t  economi cal . We do need j obs in Idaho; but if we 

Idahoans had this kind of money , $500 m i l l ion to provide 

jobs , the j obs we wanted, we could provide a lot more than 

several hundred. Given the Twin Fal l s  average teacher 

salary, we could provide close to S , OOO  jobs, teacher years 

with thi s money . 

work as a home health nurse and am acutely 

aware of people i n  our val ley who are denied health care 

because there ' s  no money for i t .  

Recently o u r  state legisl ature chose not t o  

fund hospice care, which i s  care for people dying at home, 

because they wanted to spend the limited health care dollars 

for neonatal and pe r i natal care. Our state and national 

congresses are very aware that health care dollars are 

limited, but for some reason they don ' t  seem to acknowledge 

the limitedness of dollars for death pr oj ects l i ke the SIS. 

I ' m  not representing Congress i n  this regard, but I am 

resolved to work for life enhanc ing act iv ities and projects 
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i n  the world i n  which I l ive, and s o  I stand opposed t o  the 

SIS.  

I ' d  l ike to present a statement by our 

Fellowship of Reconcil iation of which I am a member .  

(Appl ause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: The written statement of the 

Magic Val l ey Fel l owship of Reconci l iation presented by Joan 

Huston wil l be included in the record as Exhibit 299 . 

Our next scheduled commentor is B r i gi d  Alci d .  

( O f f  the recor d . ) 

H EARING OFFICER: Correction for the record,  

i t ' s  B ridget Alcid. 

MS. GILMOU R :  G ilmou r .  

HEARING OFFICER: G ilmour, okay. Bridget 

Gilmour. I ' m  Bor ry ,  excuse me. 

BRIDGET G ILMOUR, 

appearing as a Witness, testified as follows: 

MS. GILMOUR : My name is B ridget Gilmou r ,  and 

I live at 2421 Beaver Boat Drive, Hai l ey .  

I live i n  the Wood River Valley because it 

offers me a quality of l ife that I feel I would not be able 

to f i nd anywher e  else. The possibil ity of the SIS plan has 

threatened that. My family and I would have to se r i ously 

9 7  
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consider if we would want to continue l iv i ng within such 

2 close proximity to a plutonium plant and all the r i sks it 

3 involves. 

The INEL ' s  original mission was to be a 

5 nuclear reactor testing station, peaceful appl ications of 

nuclear technology. The SIS plant at INEL would change that 

7 with the production of plutonium for the use in nuclear 

weapons. The fact that INEL sits on top of the Snake River 

Pl ain AqUi fer and that i t  is also i n  a geologically active 

10 area makes the INEL poor choice for the SIS. 

11 Tou r i sm i s  crucial to Idaho ' s  economy, and 

12 feel the SIS plant would have a negative effect on this 

13 vital source of revenue. The SIS plant i s  not the remedy 

1 4  f o r  southeast Idaho ' s  economic i l l s .  The DO E  does not even 

15 ment i on the impact an accident would have on the tour i st 

16 industry if such a catastrophe were to occur . 

17 

18 

1 9  

2 0  

2 1  

2 2  

2 3  

24 

2 5  

A s  a nation w e  are supposedly moving towards a 

more peaceful era. The SIS plant would be a contradict i on 

to this.  We do not need this plutonium plant anywhere, let 

alone in my back yard.  

Thank you for l i stening. 

(Appl ause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Exhibit 300 in the record 

will be the written comment of Br idget Gilmour. 

The neIt scheduled comment or i s  Micael 

9 8  
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McCann. 

MICHAEL McCANN, 

appear i ng as a witness, test i f ied as fol l ow s :
, 

MR. McCANN:  My name is Michael McCann, and I 

live at 109 Mike Ivy Boulevard, in Ketchum. 

I ' d  l ike to hold up this headlines from the 

DOE Chief, John Her r i ngton, he says we are awash in 

plutonium. You guys over there that work for the DOE, you 

should pay attention to your boss, you know, you CQuid lose 

your j obs , and you know how important j obs are. 

(Appl ause. ) 

MR. McCANN : I would also like to make mention 

that I j ust found out that Richard Stall ings i s  supporting 

the SIS, and I would encourage everybody to write Richard, 

to call Richard and to tell him how strongly di sappointed 

you are in his position and that he should really think --

he should go through the process of rethinking the whole 

si tuat i on. 

The last thing I ' d l ike to make mention i s  

that I would challenge y o u  all  t o  think o n  a global level . 

Our planet is compl etely interrelated. The people in 

Fi nland and Sweden found that out after Chernobyl,  and 

would ask you all to view the big picture, the 
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interrelati onship o f  our plant. 

Thank you very much. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Do you want to include the 

Seattle Times article i n  the recor d? 

MR. McCANN :  Do you want me to? 

HEARING OFFICER: No, that ' s  fine. 

Next comment or i s  Lowell Greathouse. 

LCMELL GREATHOUSE, 

appearing as a witness, testified as follows: 

MR. GREATHOU S E :  I ' d  offer my testimony today 

in opposition to the construction of the SIS plant. I ' d  

l i ke t o  d o  so for a number of reasons, but only share one of 

them. 

I ' d  l ike to take a moment to expl a i n  what I 

call upstream syndromes and downstream sentiment s. think 

i t  relates to the SIS i ssue that ' s  before us. I want to 

take a moment to expl ain what I mean by that. As the years 

have passed, I have noted that again and again there is a 

tendency among us to decide one of two positions, depending 

on whether we are upstream or downstream from the issue at 

hand. 

I ' m  sure you probably guessed where I will go 

1 0 0  
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with this comment, but I ' d  l i ke to speak about i t  in regards 

to SIS, the proposal for that plant to be built at the Idaho 

National Engineering Laboratory i n  Idaho Palls.  

In terms of  upst ream synd romes and downstream 

sentiments, in terms of thi s  parti cular proproject, it looks 

l ike thi s :  A l ot could be said about whether or not we need 

more nuclear weapons in a world that is al ready capable of 

blowing i t sel f up several times over. And while this has 

something to do with upstream thinking and downstream 

sentiment, want to speak about something that I think is a 

l ittle bit more local in nature. 

As I understand things, the arguments go 

something l i ke th i s :  The upstream syndrome on th i s  i ssue 

translates into jobs . Those who are supporting SIS are 

saying that, given the cond i tion of our economy locally, we 

need j obs i n  Idaho. It ' s  always hard to argue against jobs 

i n  a depressed economy . But there are "a number of people 

who happen to l ive downstr eam f r om INEL and are conce rned 

about what SIS means for those of us who live downstream. 

The Idaho Statesman, which was al ready 

concerned about th i s  issue a number of years ago, sai d ,  -The 

INEL site is one of the worst places to store wastes. It 

sits on top of the Snake River Plain Aquifer, the source of 

f resh water for much of southern Idaho. And it i s  al so in a 

geographically active area . The potential for problems in 

1 0 1  
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t h i s  area a r e  too great t o  ignore . -

And others have expressed a conce rn as we saw 

in the paper thi s  week about hav ing toxic waste traveling on 

our highways on a regular basi s  and evidently being done i n  

a way that i s  not regul arly checked. I think these are 

downstream questions that upstream thinkers don ' t  tend to 

think about. Here i n  the Magic Val ley we are downstr eam 

f rom INEL. 

The i ssue will be decided in the coming days, 

and for those of us who live downstream l i d  l i ke to make 

these comment s :  I ' l l begin with the one who lives 

downstream, I think the decision means for me and my family 

that we have to l ive with upstr eam thinking i f  we bui l d  that 

plant . What does i t  mean to my fam i l y ,  to our farms, to our 

d r i nk i ng wate r ,  to our water supply , to our way of l i f e  here 

i n  the MagiC Valley? And beyond that, what does it mean to 

our great, great, great, great great, great grandchi ldren, 

who will have to deal with the waste that we produce as a 

result of SIS being produced in our valley? 

Some years ago I watched a television program, 

and I happened to watch ba r rel s of toxic waste being dumped 

overboard into the ocean. I thought about the upstream 

peopl e who were doing this and wondered i f  someday those 

ba r rel s of toxic waste might not for some reason leak into 

our ocean and pollute the earth. 
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What i s  t r ue of that reminds me also of 

something that happened f a i rly recently and we might recall 

this as a conc l usion. We had the garbage barge Borne months 

ago that traveled for thousands of miles, and it sailed from 

New York to a number of count r ies that happened to l ive 

downstream from our garbage barge in New York.  We attempted 

to sell that garbage to a number of count ries and didn ' t  

have any luck. think that those downstream count ries 

decided that they d i d  not want New York garbage in the i r  

country. 

Well ,  as someone who lives downst r eam from 

INEL, I don ' t  want the ga rbage barge called SIS located i n  

my state. I don ' t  want to buy it, don ' t  want to send it 

to somebody else ' s  neighborhood, I don ' t  want it at al l .  

wish the upstream thinking people a t  the Department of 

Energy and at INEL would stop the proposed SIS Project 

before more downstream cities l i ke Chernobyl and Three Mi le 

Isl and make the new s :  only th is time I ' m  af raid we ' l l be 

able to locate them all too easily on the map and they ' l l 

sound very famil iar ; cities l i ke Twin Fa lls,  and Poca tello, 

and Hagerman and Filer.  

I urge you not to bui l d  the SIS plant i n  our  

valley for  those of  us who l ive downstream. 

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 
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HEARING OFFICER : For the record 

2 Mr.  Greathouse is f r om Filer,  Idaho, and his written 

comments will be marked as Exhibit 308 for the record.  

Next scheduled comment or i s  Ted Machacek. 

(No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER: Suzy Alban. 

SUZY ALBAN, 

appearing as a witness, testif ied as fol l ow s :  

1 0  

11 MS. ALBAN : My name i s  Suzy Alban, and I l ive 
6 . 2  

12 at 122 Aspen Grove Lane i n  Ketchum, Idaho. 

13 The risks associated with the SIS Project far 5 . 1 2 . 1  
1 4  outweigh the advantages. We r i s k  i r reversible damage to the 

1 5  env ironment such a s  contamination o f  the Snake River 

16 Aq uifer . 

17 The DEIS statement has not answered our 2 . 1 . 1  
1 8  conce rns. 

19 Please vote for no action on the SIS. 1 . 1  
2 0  Thank you. 

21 (Appla use. ) 

22 HEARING OFFICER: Johna Pletcher, Johna 

23 Pletcher. 

24 ( NO response . )  

25 HEARING OFFICER: Susie Fol l ow f ield. 
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SUSIE FOLLOWFIELD, 

appearing as a witness, testified as follows: 

MS. FOLLOWFIELD: My name i s  Susie 

Followfield, and my address is Box 3 3 2 ,  Ketchum, Idaho, 

83340 . 

I have always considered myself an extremely 

active pe r son, but the hideousness of th i s  total proj ect has 

d r iven me to my f i rst involvement with activism, and I ' ll 

tell you. It ' s  been really exciting today to see the 

commitment that the people, and thei r feelings and the 

comments have really sti r red me to conv i nce other people to 

stand up for what i t  they believe i n .  S o  I thank all of you 

who have been involved in things l i ke this.  

I come to th i s  hearing i n  opposition to the 

proposed SIS Project to be located near Idaho Fal l s .  

lived i n  t h e  S u n  Val ley/Ketchum a r e a  i n  the late 1960s and 

lef t the region until my return three years ago. My maj o r  

goal d u r i ng th i s  20-year absence w a s  to return to the 

env i rons of Idaho. This goal was fed by the lack of 

contam i nation i n  the state and a general level of thi nk i ng 

that focused on pri or ities to maintain thi s  purity. 

Thi s  l evel of thinking seems to have 

degenerated. Our elected, representatives must not allow 
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t h i s  intolerable proj ect to be come real ity. It stands as a 

blatant cond raction to the image Idaho has establ ished, as a 

refuge for those wanting beauty and authenticity in thei r 

lives. 

The env i r onmental impact study makes no 

concrete provisions for deal ing with an accident or 

catastrophe. Can anyone al l ow  th i s  proj ect to move any 

further to becoming a real ity, without even a base concern 

for human l ife,  other than the claim that, -th i s  facil ity 

wil l be run as safely as possibl e -? Only an idiot would 

sta rt a f i re without a hose nearby. 

There are so many times in l ife that we are 

forced to deal with ci rcumstances and m i stakes that are 

i r reversibl e .  Please, l e t  us have t h e  wi sdom t o  take 

advantage of th i s  rare opportunity to pr event a mistake 

before it happens. 

Thank you . 

(Applause. ) 

REARING OFFICER: The written comments of 

Susie Followfield, Susan Fol lowfield, will be entered into 

the record as Exhibit 309 . 

Also for the record, th i s  will j ust take a 

moment, I need to read these names i nto the record.  These 

are individuals who have left statements at the desk that we 

have previously marked as an exhibi t .  
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Exhibi t 2 6 5 ,  Leila Nei l son. Exhibit 26 6 ,  

Di ane Schiffler.  Exhibit 26 7 ,  Esther Nicholson. Exhibit 

26 8 ,  Wanda Nelson. Exhibit 269 , Michelle Morrison. Exhibit 

270 Rita Sellers Hoffman. Exhibit 2 7 1 ,  Lynne Carpenter. 

Exhibit 2 7 2 ,  Sandi Skott Larsen. Exh ibit 282 , Brenda 

Larsen. Exhibit 2 8 3 ,  Alvin Perry. Exhibit 284 , Arlene 

Per ry .  Exhibit 2 8 5 ,  Meli ssa Josephy. Exhibit 286 , Bill and 

Rose Mallory. Exhibit 287 , E. J. Bernthal . Exhibit 3 0 1  

Nardo Eaton. Exhibit 3 0 2 ,  Monica Mah r .  Exhibit 3 03 ,  Johnna 

and Del Pletcher. Exhibit 3 0 4 ,  Tom Gabrinetti . Exhibit 

3 0 5 ,  Ed Moffett. Exhibit 3 06 ,  Jennifer Moffett. Exhibit 

3 07 ,  Lynn, Keri and Jeff Spil ler, S-p-i-l-l-e-r. 

We ' ll now return to our pr eregistered 

commentors, order number 3 2 ,  Richard Shotwell ,  Richard 

Shotwel l .  

( No re sponse. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Order 33 , Dave Hedge. 

DAVE HEDGE, 

appea r i ng as a witness, testified as follows: 

MR. BEDG E :  My name i s  Dave Hedge, and I ' m  a 

resident of Sun Valley, Idaho. am a reti red engineer and 

retired accountant, so I can assure you that have rev iewed 

the SIS, I can both calculate and count. It does not make 
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i t  as a viable document , the EIS i s  not what it should be. 

I would l ike to, theref ore, support the No Action 

Alternative. 

There is no need for the SIS anywhere. DOE 

has not supported the need i n  this document. In fact, they 

have sai d ,  AS was pointed out, that we are awash in 

plutonium. They only address the need i n  a rather obtuse 

way by referencing another classified document and then not 

including thi s  document as an appendi x  to this EIS,  which i t  

should be. 

The reasons given by the DOE i n  thi s  

documenta ry; redundancy, flexibi l i ty and technological 

diversity, are very vague and need to be addressed in 

further detail . 

There are other methods currently availabl e to 

the DOE for plutonium production which is blending. 

The amount of plutonium produced and the 

18 proposed SIS plant, which it will produce, will be l imited 

19 

20 

to the feeder stock on hand f rom Hanford.  That i s, of 

course, unless the real reason for bui l d i ng the SIS i s  to 

21 use commercial reactor fuel in the f uture when they can try 

22 

23 

24 

25 

to get the present law changed. 

There are several env i ronmental problems not 

adequatelY addressed by the EIS. The r e  i s  no cu r r ent safe 

site for waste di sposal due to the l eakage problems i n  the 
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New Mexico plant and there ' s  n o  alternative site addressed. 

There are no acceptabl e methods to safely 

transport the waste at th i s  time. The Department of 

Transportation has said that the proposed plan right now is 

not acceptabl e .  

Temporary waste storage i s  not acceptable due 

to the fact that we have seen leakage problems near the 

groundwater and people have talked about that. 

The f i nal design for the SIS i s  not compl ete 

and w i l l  be not complete until the plant i s  actually under 

constr uction and, therefore, operati onal and safety problems 

are really not properly add ressed in the EIS. 

The DOE furthermore has not shown i n  the past 

a very adequate safety record. 1 1 m  not so sure that they 

should be bel i eved now about what they say is safe and what 

is not saf e .  In addition, thei r safety record h a s  been 

establ i shed when they make up thei r own rules. I think that 

if the S IS was to be bui l t ,  then an outside oversight agency 

should be watching them and making sure that they operate 

safely. 

The costs i n  env i ronmental dangers, howev er 

sl ight , cannot be outweighed by the benefits in additional 

plutonium when there i s  no need for any additi onal 

suppl ies. There are no benef its other than short-term 

economic inputs to southeastern Idaho. Even these economic 
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benef its may easily be offset by potential negative economic 
5 . 2 7 . 3 . 3  

2 impacts on the rest of Idaho in terms of agr i culture and 

tou r i sm  if there was even a minor accident. 

4 In summary, · we should not further our nati onal 

5 def icit problems in spending mil l ions and mill ions of 
4 . 1 5 . 2  

6 dollars for what we do not need when th ere are much greater 

needs i n  this nation. 

8 (Applause. ) 

9 HEARING OFFICER:  The written comment of Dav id 

10 Hedge of Sun Val l ey wil l be included i n  the record as 

11 Esbi bit No. 3 1 0 .  

1 2  The next scheduled commentor i s  Sylvia Green. 

13 And family. 

14 

15 SYLVIA GREEN (and family ) , 

16 appea ring as a witness, testified as fol lows : 

1 7  

1 8  M S .  GREEN : I ' m  Sylvia Green. Thi s  i s  

1 9  Eshibition A, Exhibition B and Exhibi t i on C I  Nathan, 

20 Nicholas and Nata l i e .  

2 1  We have lived in Hail ey f o r  ten yea r s .  D o  you 

22 want my address? 

23 HEARING OFFICER: Please. 

24 MS .  GREEN : 200 Robinhood Drive. 

2 5  HEARING OFFICER: Thank you . 

1 1 0  
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M S .  GREEN : W e  have lived i n  Hailey for ten 

years.  I was born and raised in Paul and Rupert.  

I ' ve moved spr i nkler pi pe i n  the wheat f i elds 

of Norl and, I ' ve driven potato truck.  My mother worked 12 

years i n  the trim room at Simplot ' s  i n  Burley .  

My husband and I have we moved here ten 

years ago, and we want it on the record that we are not 

out-of-state inf i l trator s brought here for these hearings as 

was suggested on the news. 

believe we should protect our heritage at 

al l costs. The proposed SIS faci l i ty i s  a threat to our 

cl ean water, a threat to our clean ai r ,  it ' s  a threat to our 

highways, a threat to the birds, f i sh ,  animals and human 

beings that should have the misfortune to be Around the 

perimete r s  of the INEL. The SIS i s  a threat to world 

peace. We have enough bombs ; we don ' t  need any mor e .  

I ' m  angry that y o u  politi cians a r e  w i l l i ng t o  

sell my children ' s  future Idaho i n  t h e  name o f  more j obs . 

Why not promote our beauti f ul state for film-making or 

tourism. I can ' t  imagine people fl ocki ng to Idaho to view a 

plutoni um ref i ni ng bomb plant. 

The way infl ation i s  going these days, it 

looks l i ke the only inheri tance my husband and I have to 

leave our chi ldren i s  th i s  beaut i f ul state and this 

beaut i f ul country that we enjoy and love. 

I I I  
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I say we do n ' t  want the SIS i n  Idaho or 

anywher e. 

(Appl ause. ) 

BEARING OFFICE R :  Exhibit 3 1 1  in the record 

wi l l  be wri tten comment of Sy lvia G reen. 

The next commentor is Denise Laverty. 

DENISE LAVERTY, 

appear i ng as a witness, testif ied as f ol l ow s :  

M S .  LAVERTY: Hello. My name is Denise 

Laverty. My address is Star Route Box 36,  Stanley, Idaho. 

And I ' d l i ke to j ust try and highlight what 

have turned in, and not repeat the facts and f igures that 

have al ready been explained in that. 

I ' d  l i ke to go on reco r d  as supporting the No 

Action Al ternative for the Depa rtment of Energy ' s  

Env i ronmental Impact Statement conce rni ng the construction 

of the Special Isotope Separation Proj ect at INEL. 

I see an i roni c polarity in our governmental 

system that we elect and that we pay for in more ways than 

one. 

I have a l ot of gratitude in my heart for the 

steps that Presi dent Reagan has taken in the reduction of 

arms, of nuclear arms, and I support him in taking a 

1 1 2  
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valid - - in making a val i d  effort towards creating peace 

between the Uni ted States and the Soviet Union. And th i s  is 

a peace that we only know i n  our hearts and we feel and we 

w i sh to share globally.  

And then there ' s  another branch of our same 

democratic system that is proposing to invest bil l s  of our 

tax dollars to bui l d  a plant for the sole purpose of 

producing nuclear war-grade plutonium. The di rection we 

choose is up to each of us as an individual. I feel we must 

clarify our own di rections and our own beliefs so that we, 

so that OUI government can represent our concerns in making 

appropriate decisions. 

I know in my heart that do not choose to 

continue supporting war in any form. cannot agree with 

the production of more plutonium for nuclear weapons .  And 

believe that we have a unique opportunity here right now to 

participate i n  the creating of that peace rather than 

plutonium. 

So I would support the rati f ication of 

President Reagan ' s  and Gorbachev ' s  INF t reaty. It will not 

only free up two tons of weapon-grade plutonium, but 

continued negotiations coul d  provide as much as eight times 

the amount that would be produced i n  the l ife of the plant 

that is produced here in Idaho, and al so, hopefully, lessen 

the need for plutonium altogether. 

1 1 3  
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If our intent i s  t r uly peace, how can w e  

blatantly condone or allow the const ruction of th i s  type o f  

plant r i g h t  here i n  our backyards or anywhere? 

Speaking f rom the f ragi l e  -- for the fragile 

balance that we call l i fe here on th i s  planet, I think we 

need to look -- I don ' t  feel l i ke the Statement has 

addressed the envi ronmental concerns. We, and I include the 

best of Our scienti f i c  minds , do not have -- have not 

i nvented proper recycl ing for or safe storage for the 

contaminated waste that we are talking about producing. 

Considering our ignorance on the subject and 

the contami nation we have al ready established, the 

contamination record we have al ready establ i shed, are we 

w i l l i ng to take f ul l  responsi bil ity for our decisions, our 

acti ons and reactions concerning the proposed SIS production 

plant? Can we afford to r i sk the del i cate dance of life,  

not only human, animal and plant, but the mineral ki ngdom, 

the life force .of the wate r ,  the atmosphere and the earth 

itsel f ?  

a s k  f o r  the clarity t o  consider every aspect 

concerning thi s  issue and the strength to follow through 

accordi ng to our highest t r uths. 

Investing i n  death will not, cannot, cannot 

pay for the phYSica l ,  mental or emotional needs of the men 

and women who will be employed. I woul d rather spend our 

1 1 4  
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tax dol lars creating j obs that a r e  creative and constructive 

rather than death, creating death and destruction. 

I have many questions that were not addressed 

i n  the Environmental Impact Statement, and they sti l l  remain 

unaddressed, but I strongly believe that besides the 

establ i shing of a need, the economical and the env i ronmental 

concerns have not been addressed thoroughly to even consider 

constr uction of thi s  Special Isotope Sepa ration plant. 

Thank you. 

(Appl ause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Exhibit 312 for the record 

will be the written comment of Denise Laferty. 

Rich Hal l .  

RICK HALL, 

appearing ss a witness, testif ied as follows : 

MR. HALL : My name is Rick Hal l ,  and I l ive i n  

Ketchum. 

I think the ar guments against the SIS Project 

greatly outweigh those for it. To bui l d  for purely economic 

reasons i s  both wasteful and morally are arrogant. Passing 

on env i ronmental ri sks to generations for thousands of years 

just to create some new jobs for now, I think , is sel f ish. 

Peopl e are now dying in thi s  country from groundwater 

1 1 5  
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contamination .  It I S a real thing .. 

think the people of southern Idaho should 

exam i ne thei r long-term i ndust r i al goals before j umping on 

the SIS bandwagon. 

Thank you . 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Exhi bit 3 13 will be the 

written comment of Rick 8al l .  

Next scheduled commentor i s  Steve Garmon, 

Steve Garmon. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Debbie Edgers • 

DEBBIE EDGERS, 

appe a r i ng as a witness, test i f ied as f ol l ow s :  

M S .  EDGERS : My name i s  Debbie Edge rs, and I 

live in Ketchum, Idaho. 

And I decided to make my home in Idaho 14 

years ago because the state was unspoiled and so uniquely 

beaut i f ul .  

Even here i n  Idaho local news reports i ndi cate 

that envi ronmental accidents happen. I oppose the building 

of the nuclear weapons plant. 

(Applause. ) 

1 1 6  
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BEARING OFFICER:  Exhibit 3 1 4  will be the 

2 ' 
written comment of Debbie Edgers.  

5 

7 

10 

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

15 

16 

1 7  

1 8  

19 

20 

21 

6 . 1 .  4 22 

5 . 1  . 4 2  23 

24 

25 

Next commentor i s  Linn Ki ncannon. 

LINN ItINCANNON, 

appearing as a witness, test i f ied as follows: 

MS. KINCANNON : My name i s  Linn Kincannon. 

live at 302 Ha rtin Waterway, south of Ketchum, Idaho. 

I am a mother of two young children. 

lived in Idaho for , 12 yea rs.  I f i rst came here for a 

have 

vacation with no real idea of the incredible beauty of the 

state.. I tel t compelled to stay because of the clean ai r 

and pure and unspoiled condi tion of the area. Thousands of 

people visit here every year to enj oy a brief rest from the 

general pollut i on of thei r own part of the country and 

returned home ref reshed and with renewed for the future of 

our worl d .  

Now the DO E  wants to play Russian Roulette 

wi th thi s  i r replaceabl e national resource. It ' B bad enough 

that the INEL exists her e posing an immediate threat to the 

residents of Idaho and the Snake Riv er Aquifer.  However 

negl igible you feel is the r i sk of an accident, there is a 

risk,  and the eff ect of such an acci dent would be 

i r reversible. 
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I see no j usti f i cation for the exi stence of 

thi s  project, it ' s  not needed. I do believe i n  a strong 

national defense, but I ' m  in favor of reduction and eventual 

elimination of nuclear weapons. Any sane person must desire 

the elimination of the threat of nuclear suicide. We j ust 

don ' t  need more bombs . 

The most f r i ghtening aspect of thi s  proj ect to 

me is i t s  perfect illustration of a government gone wild 

spending non-existent funds on unnece ssary projects. This 

i s  why we are unable to balance the federal budget ; and if 

we don ' t  do that, al l of us would feel a sev ere drop in our 

standar d  of l iving.  Our gover nment is going to bring th is 

country and maybe the world to i ts economic knees with its 

i r responsible and short-sighted spending. 

Government spe ndi ng r em i nds me a f i re hose 

filled with water, and it ' s  out of cont rol , no one i s  

holding o n  to it,  i t ' s  j ust spewing money everywhere without 

rhyme or reason, and I don ' t  know who w i l l  ever be strong 

enough to grab i t  and try to shut the flow. 

A l ot of people nave talked about what an 

accident would mean to the futUre of our children, but we 

are going to crippl e our chi l dren ' s  economic futUre if we 

don ' t  start cutting down somewhere in our spending. Why not 

here in th i s  unnecessary project? 

Thank you . 

1 1 8  
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(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Exhibit 3 1 5  wil l be the 

written comments of Linn Kincannon. 

The next scheduled commentor i s  Ellen Gl accum. 

We i ll mark your written comments as Exhibit 

316 . 

ELLEN GLACCU M, 

appear i ng as a witness, test i f ied as foll ow s :  

M S .  GLACCUM: H i .  I ' m  Ellen Glauccum, and I ' m  

concerned about the purity of the Snake River Aquifer,  and I 

f i nd the Draft EIS of the proposed Special IsotOpe 

Separation Project woeful ly inadequate on thi s  sUbject. 

I was i nterested to read the lead story in the 

March 1 8th Times-News deta i l i ng the l i f e  of the likel ihood 

of the INEL being added to the Super Fund clean-up l i st . 

Wayne Pierre from the EPA is quoted as saying that the INEL 

has a number of corrective orders to deal with and that 

hazardous waste has al ready contaminated the Snake River 

Aquifer . ·We know we have a release. The threat is to the 

futUre use of the aquifer , ' the EPA off i cial said. 

Thi s  newspaper arti cle f urther elaborates the 

scope of the problem by listing the following contaminations 

of the Snake River Aqui fer at the INEL. 

1 1 9  
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Tritium contamination of the aquifer that is 

al ready migrating off the INEL property. 

Mercury contam ination of the injection wel l s  

at the Chem i cal Processing Plant. 

Radioactive waste contamination of the 

groundwater of the Chem i cal Processing Plant . 

Trichl oroethylene in dri nki ng water at the 

Test Area North. 

Chromium i n  water above the aquif e r  at the 

Test Reactor ponds. 

Tri chloroethyl ene and carbon tetrachloride in 

the groundwater at the radioactive waste management 

compl ex. 

But yet, thi s  Draft EIS bl i thefully assures us 

that there will be no contamination of the Snake River 

Aquifer by the SIS. Who are they k i dding? 

The aqui fer i s  the l if e  blood of southern 

Idaho. The ent i r e  population i s  dependent upon i t .  Without 

the use of the aquifer,  none of us could afford to l iv e  

here. W e  couldn ' t  l iv e  he re a t  all. 

Can we af ford to r i sk our f uture to buil d  an 

incredibly expensive factory designed to last only seven 

years which will produce something dangerous that the 

secretary of Energy himself says we al ready have too much 

of? Thi s  i s  l i ke a cartoon f rom The Far Side. Let ' s  reject 
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it for the bad j oke it is. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Ladi es and gentl emen, we are 

now at witness order 41 . We l d  l i k e  to take a very brief 

recess and ask the next 20 commentors,  from 4 1  through 6 1 ,  

t o  step forward t o  the f ront here and we ' l l resume i n  three 

or four minutes. 

(Recess. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Ladies and gentl emen, I ' d  

l i ke to come back to orde r ,  i f  we coul d .  

W e  a r e  now a t  commentor order number 4 1  o n  the 

wri tten witness or comment l i st we hav e in the back of the 

room. I ' m  finding that we ' re generally going through about 

20 commentors per hour, so it would be my intent to try to 

get to commentor order 61 by about 6 o ' clock. We ' l l  see how 

far we get. 

Our next commentor is Tim Reinke, Tim Reinke. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Rona l d  Woods, Ronald Woods. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : B rad Pearson, Brad Pearson. 

Mr. Brad Pearson is going to do a l i ttle 

s i nging here. We can capture the lyrics, but it ' s  hard to 

get the music on the record. 

Could we get it quiet, please? 
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BRAD PEARSON, 

appea ring as a witness, testified as f ol l ow s :  

MR. PEARSON : My name i s  B rad Pearson, and I 

l iv e  in Bellevue. And before that, I used to farm i n  Moore, 

which is j ust north of the INEL . 

And support the No Action Alternative for 

the SIS Proj ect . And as my testimony he�e today, I submit a 

song, and the song is taken, with apologies to John 

Sebast ian and the Lov i n '  Spoonful , from one of thei r albums 

back about 21 years ago cal l ed, -Do You Ever Have To Make Up 

Your Mind ? - which seems parti cularly appropriate to the 

issue at hand. 

There are three choruses in the song, and I ' d  

l i ke to ask any of who j oi n  me i n  seeing that as a no SIS 

anthem, i f  you would l i ke to sing w i th me on the chor us, 

which are capi tal ized,  I ' d  appreciate i t ,  and we ' l l get to 

the last chorus and repeat that onc e .  

( Singing. ) 

Did you ever have to make up your mind. 

To say yes to l if e  and l eave the warheads 

behind. 

It takes some awareness to prevent being 

bl ind. 

Did you ever have to make up your mind . 
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You love Idaho ' s  blue skies, her potatoes and Did you ever have to make up your mind? 

2 rivers, One more time. 

but th i s  SIS plant, it gives you the shiver s .  Wel l ,  you know you ' d  better f inal ly decide 

' Cause j ust when you thought that' thi s  state i s  t o  say yes to l ife and let plutonium ride. 

5 the best, 5 It takes some awareness to prevent being 

along come some strangers with a nuclear 6 blind .  

7 mess • • •  7 Did you ever have to make up your mind? 

And then you know you ' d  better make up your (Applause. ) 

mind HEARING OFFICER: Thank you, Mr. Pea rson. In 

10 to say yes to heal th and leave the cancer 1 0  my spare time I represent Columbia Recor ds ,  I ' d  l i ke t o  tal k 

11 behind. 1 1  t o  you . 

0'1 12 Wel l ,  if you a r e  not greedy, then you won ' t  be 12 Our next commentor -- excuse me, I ' m sor ry .  
(J"1 
W 13 bl ind. 13 His lyrics are Exhibit No. 3 2 2  for the reco rd.  

14 Did you ever have to make up your mind? 14 have been asked by Miss Paul to announce 

1 5  Wel l ,  tourists love th i s  state, spend money to 15 that anyone who needs a r i de back to Ketchum, to please meet 

16 visit her 16 out i n  the lobby. 

17 until they get distracted by her S-I-S-te r ,  17 We are now at witness order no 44,  Ki r k  

1 8  and i n  walks t h e  DO E  a n d  took y o u  i n  l i ne 1 8  Cha r l son. 

1 9  a n d  sai d ,  "You ' d  better g o  home, fol k.s, we ' ve 1 9  

20 made up your mind . - 20 KIRK CHARLSON , 

21 Wel l ,  then, you know you ' d  better f i nally 21 appear i ng as a witness, testified as fol l ows:  

22 deci de , 22 

23 to say yes to l ife and let plutonium r i de .  2 3  MR. CHARLSON : I ' m  Ki r k  Cha rl son, and I ' m  from 

24 It takes some awareness to prevent being 24 Buh l ,  Idaho. And I ' m  a farmer . 

25 bl i nd .  2 5  And I ' m  really disappointed, I think, in the 
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Burleys and the Twin Pal l s  Chamber of Commer ce not having a 

little more faith in agr i cul ture, They don ' t  real i z e  that 

the same mentality that ' s  operating the military industrial 

complex and wants to produce an SIS i s  also the ones that ' s  

shoot! n '  down agri cul ture. 

And also we got to talk about j obs, and you 

talk about Idaho Palls,  i t ' s  got some of the lowest 

unempl oyment in the state, and they are not talking about 

putting S IS here, they are talking about putting it up there 

and w recking agriculture by destroying our aquifer.  

I want to get a l i ttle ways back on this whole 

thing and the peopl e ' we are deal i ng with at INEL . There 

aren ' t  not very many people here, I don ' t  think, that were 

going to the meetings way back when and compl aining about 

inj ecting i nto our aquifer . But we had to l i sten to thi s  

D r .  Bearclaw, I think was hi s name, wasn ' t  it,  that went on 

and on and on about how safe the inj e�tion into the aqui fer 

was. And here we come back about four or five years later ,  

and I think i t  was McCl ure, himself,  announced, we stopped 

inj ecting into the aqu i f er because -- not because i t ' s  

unsafe, but because of publ ic protest . And then five years 

later we find out that Dr.  Bearclaw wasn ' t  even moni tor i ng 

his own wel l s  at INEL ; he was getting the readings f rom INEL 

pe r sonnel , and we find out that it had mi grated off the 

boundaries of INEL. That plutonium I mean that 
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radioactive mate rial they put down that aquifer has moved 

off the boundari es of INEL. And now we are supposed to sit 

here and l i sten to them and they want to do a bomb thing. 

Wel l ,  I ' ve considered INEL A threat to the 

Magic Val l ey for years,  and it came in there and put that 

all over the horizon, ionosphere radar system in at Mountain 

Home to the tune of somewhere at 7 - to $11 mil lion, 

figured we were going to get stuck with the NPR, the New 

Production Reacti on. 

Wel l ,  maybe we are going to come out ahead on 

thi s thing now, because i t ' s  defini tely appa rent that more 

people in the Magic Val l ey and the Wood River are aware of 

what ' s  gOing on at INEL. And if we can stuff thi s  SIS down 

thei r throats, we might be able to f i nd out what ' s  really 

going on on. 

Thank you. 

(Appl ause. ) 

MR. CHARLSON : I ' d  al so l i ke to -- thi s  is a 

guy that ' s  l i sted to speak, Terry White, No. 5 4 ,  and he 

couldn ' t  make it because he ' s  out harvesting trout , and he ' s  

the owner and operator of Deep Creek Trout Parms. And he 

does, in my opinion -- I mean h i s  opinion is the same as 

mine, that he considers the SIS a threat to the Magic Valley 

and its aquifer , and he ' s  opposed to i t .  

Thank y o u .  
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(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: We ' l l include in the record 

as Exhibi t 3 23 the wri tten comment of Terry White, the 

owner-operator of Deep Creek Trout Farm. 

The next scheduled commentor is Don Ivory. 

DON B. IVORY, 

appearing as a witness, testified as fol l ow s :  

MR. IVORY : Thank y o u ,  Roy . 

I would l i ke to -- my name is Don B. Ivory. 

live at 315 Clear Creek Drive, Meridian, Idaho. I ' m  an 

Idaho resi dent l iv ing in Ada County . 

I ' m  empl oyed by the Idaho Elect r i cal Joi nt 

Apprenticeship and Training Committee as a Training 

Di rector . We maintain off i ces in Boise and Pocatello. My 

duties are to recruit and process applicants for the 

Electri cian Apprenticeship Program. I al so maintain records 

and supervise the training of the apprentices as they learn 

thei r trade. 

Apprenti ceship i s  a structured program where 

individuals are employed by a private contractor earning 

wages at the same time they attend evening classes to study 

and learn more about their trade. Our program requi res five 

yea r s  from the time an apprentice starts until he compl etes 
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and becomes a j ourneyman . The training of the electrician 

does not stop at thi s  time. They continue to attend classes 

to keep abreast of new techniques and new wiring methods. 

During passing 15 yea r s  I have been working 

with thi s  program, I have had the opportunity to become 

acquainted with hundreds of elect ri cians. 

The INEL has provided more const r uction j obs 

and trai ning opportunities than any other source within the 

State of Idaho. Thousands of manhou r s worked at the INEL 

have been converted into taxes and benefits for all Idahoans 

as well as the many small businesses that exist because of 

the INEL construction j obs . 

A VOICE : Possible benef i t s .  

MR. IVORY : T h e  INEL safety w o r k  record --

(Voices. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Quiet, please. 

MR. IVORY: There have been only a very few 

minor accident s ;  and, to my knowledge, there has never been 

any radiation exposure to our elect r i cians working there. 

have pe r sonally been provided guided tours 

of the facil ity on many occasions. I am very impressed with 

the well organized manner i n  which the empl oyees pe r f orm 

the i r  j obs at the site. There is absolutely no doubt in my 

mind that every precaution possible is taken to insure 

safety. 
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Anyone who takes the time to study and inform 

themselves of the many benefits that the SIS can bring to 

Idaho would surely support the project. Idaho needs SIS and 

SIS needs Idaho. Let us not stand in the way of the people 

who know best about our needs for the proj ect , and l et ' s  

give them our support and move ahead. 

I have got a couple other comments outside of 

my prepared text there. We have had a lot of people tal k to 

us today about Idaho is a tour i sm attraction. And if you 

have been out here to the desk, why , they have a litt l e  rack 

with him some of the tourist attractions. There ' s  one 

called the EBR-l . "While you ' re in Idaho see the wor ld ' s  

f i r st nuclear power plant . " I n  1 9 87 1 0 , 8 80 people v i sited 

the EBR-l . It will only take me a second to tel l you 

EaR- l .  -Have you ev er seen a nuclear reactor? Ever 

wondered how electr icity is generated f rom nuclear energy? 

Satisfactory your curiosity by visiting the Experimental 

Breeder Reactor (EBR-l) at the visitor center,  located on 

u. S. Hi ghway 20-26 between Idaho Fal l s  and Arco. 

-The faci lity ,  a National H i storic Monument , 

where electricity was f i rst generated f rom nuclear energy in 

1 95 1 ,  i s  open to the publ ic f r om Memorial Day through Labor 

Day weekend, seven days a week f rom 8 a.m.  to 10 p . m .  

Admission is f ree. 

·You ' ll see two nuclear reactors, a reactor 
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control room , remote handl i ng dev ices for radioactive 

materials, radiation detection counters,  and mor e ,  much 

more. You ' ll learn how electricity is produced f rom 

splitting atoms and see numerous explanatory di splays and 

exhibi t s .  You can walk through the plant using the printed 

tour instructions, or take a guided tour with one of the 

tour guides on duty . -

I hope that a lot of the people here that 

don ' t  understand what we are talking about her e take the 

time to investigate and learn the fact s .  

( Voices. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Quiet, please, qUi et.  

MR. IVORY: I will tur n th i s  in to the Chai r 

here as part of my tal k .  

Thank you. 

HEARING OFFICER: Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Exhibit 324 for the record 

will be the written comments of Don Ivory, along with the 

document that he referenced i n  his comment s .  

Next scheduled comment o r  i s  J onathan Marvel . 

Your wri tten comments w i l l  be Exhibit 3 2 5 .  

1 3 0  
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JON MARVEL ,  

appear i ng A S  A witness , testified as fol l ow s :  

MR. MARVEL :  I ' m  J o n  Marv el . I l ive at 316 

East Bull ion Street i n  Hailey, Idaho. 

I have driven 70 miles today to speak out 

Against the installation of the Special Isotope Sepa ration 

Proj ect proposed for Idaho. Thi s  proj ect is not needed by 

any stretch of imagination. The reasons provided for our 

presumably credulous publ ic consumption mention redundancy, 

technical diversity for plutonium production, and the 

abi l ity to rapidly inc rease the production of weapons-grade 

plutonium. 

What are these people trying to tell us? They 

Are saying that production of nuclear weapons is a more 

valuable use of our nation ' s  resources than any of the 

my riad needs of the people which currently go unmet. 

If our honorable Senators McCl ure And Symms 

could ar range it,  I see innumerable ways that $1 bil l ion 

could be spent in Idaho to benefit hundreds and hundreds of 

communities in our state. 

Let ' s  take one simple exampl e. Suppose we 

took $250 mill ion f or one year and provided publ ic works 

jobs. Thi s  al one would provide 1 0 ,000 jobs at $25 , 000 

each. Then we could take the remaining $750 million and 
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invest it i n  some reasonably conservative ways to provide 

$65 mil l i on a year in funds which could provide in 

perpetuity 2 , 6 0 0  jobs at $25 , 0 0 0  a year each. Hai l ey could 

repave its ent i r e  str eet system every f ive years with funds 

of th i s  magnitude. 

Why do our elected politicians pretend they 

are serv i ng our interests as residents of Idaho while 

suggesting we be grateful for a proj ect which could provide 

440 technical jobs, but whose operative life may be no 

longer than seven years and whose residues may be pOisoning 

our descendants for 2 5 , 0 0 0  yea rs.  Thi s  proj ect should not 

only not be bu i l t  in Idaho, it should not be built 

anywhere.  

Thi s  country is in the midst of the greatest 

opportunity in arms control since the beginning of the 

atomic age 43 yea r s  ago, an opportunity at least partially 

c r eated by the most conservative, not to say extremist 

president the country has ever seen. If his efforts are 

succeBsful , fully 60 percent of the existing nuclear arsenal 

will have to be dismantled within the next ten years. Where 

wil l all thi s  plutonium go then? We don ' t  have any way to 

store the waBte now. 

We know there ' s  tritium and plutonium in the 

groundwater at the INEL. How much do we think will be there 

in ten years i f  th i s  plant is bu ilt? 
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None o f  us should b e  surprised that this plant 

proposal has come forth to be bui l t  in Idaho. read 

yesterday that Clay Nichols was quoted as saying that if 

they can ' t  get it bui l t  in Idaho, they can ' t  get it bui l t  

anywhere. Wel l ,  that ' s  a good s i g n .  Because it means v e ,  

t h e  residents, o f  Idaho a r e  fi nally taking o u r  

responsibility seriously about t h e  k i n d  o f  env ironment w e  

wish to leave f o r  o u r  children. 

This plant i s  a logical manifestation of the 

sort of thinking which has given us the largest military 

industrial compl ex i n  the world. A complex whose many goal s 

include its own growth and perpetuation. This project is a 

fundamental demonst ration of the moral cretinism of the 

knee-j erk supporters of ever larger mil itary 

appropri ations. Our government is pay ing large sums to 

peopl e at all the national scient i f i c  laboratories to 

develop weapons ideas with the sole goal of making thei r 

jobs more secure. 

The $90 mil l ion spent at Livermore for th is 

isotope separation process is wasted because when Congress 

comes to its senses, there viII be no funding for the SIS. 

The political suppor ters of this project show an industrious 

obedience to weapons and war-making capability to the utter 

exclusion of moral quality. That i s  the simple truth of 

this proposal . The security of the United States requi res 
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n o  more plutoni um .  The Department o f  Energy requires no 

more plutonium. The State of Idaho needs no plutoni um .  My 

children and your children need no plutonium. Who needs 

this death machine? L et ' s  stop it now. 

Thank you. 

(Appl ause. ) 

HEARING OPFICER:  Thank you . 

Next scheduled comment or is Andy Munter .  

ANDY MUNTER, 

appearing as a witness, testi fied as f ol l ow s :  

MR. MUNTER : My name is Andy Munter. And I am 

a business owner and resident of Ketchum, Idaho, Box 4 ,  

Ketchum. 

deeply oppose the SIS in Idaho or anywhere 

for a number of reasons. Economically it threatens my 

business. More importantly, it threatens my moral and 

religious fiber to its very root. Most importantly, it 

threatens the environment i n  Idaho l i ke no other event 

possibly could. 

Six years ago I sat through the largest 

earthquake in the continental United States in 2 0  years in 

Hailey, Idaho. The epicenter was the same distance from me 

as the di stance to the INEL, but towards the northeast 
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instead o f  t h e  southeast. The other earthquake 20 years 

ago? Also in eastern Idaho. DOE, look at your maps 8gain. 

Last week I was fortunate to spend a morning 

at the DOE Atomic Test Site north of Las Vegas and witness a 

non-viol ent civ il di sobedience where about 50 peopl e were 

a r r ested. Two weeks ago 6 , 000 peopl e f r om all over the 

country gathered there and participated in what one Las 

Vegas pape r  described as the largest ever non-violent 

di sobedience event in the history of Ame r i ca .  I n  the course 

of a week over 2 , 0 0 0  people, including priests and 

grandmothers crossed the l ine and were handcuffed, put into 

a large holding pen and later taken to Tonopah,  three hours 

away , and released. 

I want to keep my testimony rel evant so 

instead of wholeheartedly encouraging the need for targeted 

civil di sobedience in opposition to SIS,  I will tailor my 

remarks to comment on the economic problems associated with 

the law enfor cement costs of such a gathering. 

I lost my place. have been scribbling for 

the last hou r ,  so there ' s  a lot of different things I have 

in here. 

What I saw in Idaho, 1 1 m  sure, wil l  come to 

Idaho. Again, according to the newspaper arti cle in the Las 

Vegas pa pe r ,  the DOE or the federal government is taking no 

responsibility the almost $50 0 , 0 0 0  spent by the county and 
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other agencies Nye County, Nevada, during that one event. 

DO you want to do something diffe rent Mother ' s  

Day? Mark May 6 th through 8 th on your calendar.  Organizers 

are hoping f or 1 0 , 0 0 0  people at the Nevada Test Site. 

A growing ground-level peace movement is 

busting at the seams in thi s  country, and I don ' t  think it ' s  

going to let the SIS be bui l t .  I think t h e  DO E  will g e t  the 

message and withd raw its recommendations for S I S .  I f  not, 

think Congress will see the l i ght and f ind the proj ect 

wil l see the l i ght and cut the funding of the proj ect . And 

if they don ' t ,  I think the people will unite and stop this 

insane proj ect at some level of its const ruct i on ,  like the 

people of the Northeast are dOing with Seabrook. 

Th is hearing is the f i rst step and an 

important f i rst step, and I thank you for l i stening to us. 

But to summarize quickl y ,  Idaho will not accept the SIS,  

pe r i od .  

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

BEARING OFFICER: We ' l l accept as Exhibit 3 3 1  

the written comment s o f  Andy Munter f o r  the record.  

The next scheduled comment or i s  John 

Stevenson. 
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JOHN STEVENSON, 

appearing as a witness, testif ied as f ol l ow s :  

MR. STEVENSON : My name is John Stevenson. My 

address is 36 Hill side Ranch Road, Gannett, Idaho. 

I grow malt barley on a 3 , 800 acre farm about 

60 miles f rom the INEL . 

I support Alternative 3 ,  the No Action 

Al ternative .. 

The OEIS does not address seismic activity 

effects, hydrologic effects or effects on increased 

radiation on insects and crops i n  the area. 

The DEIS does not satisfactorily address the 

effect of collision with plutoni um vessels. My family and 

live on U . S. 2 0 ,  the route to Hanford. 

I also can ' t  help but question the need f or 

this.  Our stock of plutonium is huge. President Reagan and 

Gorbachev are mov ing to end the cold war.  As a result of 

the INF tr eaty and the proposed START treaty, our plutonium 

stocks will increase f urther.  

This proj ect i s  left over from the arms race. 

Our President, our Secretary of State and our adversary have 

changed di rection.  The DOE has not. 

(Applause . ) 

H EARING OFFICER: John Stevenson' s written 
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comments will b e  marked a s  Exhibit 3 3 2  f o r  the record.  

The ne xt scheduled commentor I have on my l i st 

is A. R. Conroy. I believe he spoke ea r l i e r ,  didn ' t  he? Is 

Mr. Conroy here? 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER:  Next scheduled speaker is 

Max Casbeau. 

MAX CASBEAU , 

appearing as a witness, testified as f ol l ow s :  

MR. CASBEAU : My name i s  Max Casbeau. I l ive 

at 319 Parkway in Ketchum, Idaho. 

I ' d  l ike to address my comments to the Snake 

River Aquifer . And needless to say , I ' m  against the SIS 

proposa l .  

Al so, I ' d  l ike t o  mention that I will send you 

a lette r ,  a copy, that I have wri tten to Senator Pel 1 ,  which 

substantially ampl i f ies my position and, unfortunately, 

didn ' t  -- I misplaced it and didn ' t  bring it today . 

BEARING OFFICER: When we receive it,  we ' l l 

include it in the record. 

MR. CASBEAO : Okay. 

Some time in early the 1960 the soviet Onion 

expe rienced a devastating mel t-down and subsequent nuclear 
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radiation, and this was the resul t o f  a possible explosion, 

nobody really knows what happened, and this information was 

kept f r om the worl d  f o r  probably ten years. It was 

documented in a book which was publ ished later. 

The point I ' d  l i ke to make is that if my 

memory serves me correctly, over 1 5 0  square miles vas made 

into a radioactive wilderness, and we don ' t  really know 

anything about th is yet and the Soviets haven ' t  told us.  

And beyond th is,  the point of thi s  accident and the 

specul ation I ' d  like to make was or is that apparently it 

vas a reproceSSing plant, and it took several months for the 

contamination to move over 200 miles to a lead mine that the 

Soviets were operating at the time. And interestingly 

enough, they thought they had di scovered a uranium mine 

after that subsequent exposure. 

I think that ' s  enough said. 

Thank you . 

(Appl ause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Next scheduled comment or is 

Laura Keresty. 

LAURA KERESTY, 

appearing as a witness, testified as follows : 

MS. KERESTY: H i .  My name is Laura Keresty. 
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I l iv e  a t  1 1 8  P Street, Washington, D . C .  

am a senior government major at Cornell 

Unvier sity and am currently an intern at Natural Resources 

Defense Counci l .  I am speaki ng h e r e  today in favor o f  the 

no action alternative for construction of the SIS faci l ity. 

Until two months ago I was a college student 

concerned only with daily student activiti es.  I did not 

know plutonium was, or even that the Department of Energy 

managed the U . S. military weapons complex compl ex. 

At my internship for the past two months 

have been reading and doing research about the SIS facil ity 

and plutonium product ion. These are some of the things that 

I have learned about plutonium. 

In the United States pl utonium-239 is used 

almost exclusively for nuclear weapons production. 

The primitive nuclear bomb which destroyed 

nagasaki contained about 1 3  pounds of plutonium. Curr ently 

the U . S .  has over 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  pounds of weapons-grade 

plutonium. 

A pound of plutonium will generate the 

equival ent amount of energy as 2 0  mi l l ion pounds of TNT. 

Plutonium is one of the most hazardous 

substances known and burns when exposed to ai r .  

Experiments funded by t h e  government 

demonst rate that inhalation of less than I-mill ionth of a 
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c u r i e ,  which is a microscopic speck of plutonium, which will 

be' the final product of the SIS faci l ity, results i n  an 

incidence of lung cancer approaching 100 percent in beagle 

dogs. 

I f  the SIS is bu i l t ,  this deadly substance 

will be brought to and processed in Idaho. 

Working in Washington has helped me put the 

pol itical process in perspective. I was at the hearings in 

both Idaho Fal l s  and Boise , and heard many SIS proponents 

cl aim that Congress approves of th is facil ity. The real ity 

is that the majority of Congress people do know know what 

the SIS facil ity is. It is a minute, small part of the 

budget. However,  they are beginning to be educated. Your 

Senators and Representatives and the Depar tment of Energy 

are tell i ng Congressi onal leadership and the Admini stration 

that Idahoans are fully behind this proj ect. These hearings 

demonstrate they are wrong_ 

I ' m  not speaking here today as an expe rt,  

activ i st or Idahoan, but as a citizen who has sat down, 

logically examined the arguments on both sides and concluded 

that something sense l es s  is going on. 

$1 bill ion of the taxpayer s '  money may be used 

to bui l d  this facil ity for which the need has not been 

j ustified publ icly or in classified documents. A facility 

which is contrary to the curr ent administration pol i cy of 

141 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 
P . O .  Box 578,  Boise, ID 83701 

2 

5 

7 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

1 8  

1 9  

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

T048 

pursuing deep reductions in nuclear weapons a r sena l s ;  a 

facility where the primary support depends on j obs offered 

to a depressed economy . 

The fact remains that more plutoni um is not 

needed. Why commi t  $1 bill ion for redundancy? Ther e ' s  no 

rational j ustif ication to begin construction of this 

project. It ' s  unnecessa ry , uneconom i cal and very, very 

dangerous .. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Exhibit 3 3 3  wil l be the 

written comments of Laura Keresty. 

Next scheduled commentor i s  E l i se Lufkin. 

EL ISE LUFKIN, 

appear ing as a witness, testified as foll ow s ;  

MS. LUFKIN : I come here i n  complete and total 

opposition to the SIS Project. With each testimony I have 

heard today have been reminded of more reasons for the 

opposition; howeve r ,  1 ' m  going to try to co nfine my comments 

to refut i ng what -- what I see as three main reasons why we 

are being told the SIS is not only safe but necessary and 

beneficial to Idaho. None of them hold water.  

The f i rst reason i s  that the SIS will provide 

a much needed boost to Idaho ' s  economy . The boost it w i l l  
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provide is primarily a temporary one that wil l draw it 

wil l draw people from outside of Idaho to the area, as well 

as Idaho wor kers, and then leave them jobless with mortgages 

and l oans to pay of f .  Newly bui l t  houses and businesses 

wil l stand empty without the pe rmanent j ob market to support 

them. How long is seven years? Not very long_ 

And what happens when the S IS is bui l t  and the 

INEL realizes there is not the need f or weapons-grade 

plutonium that was anticipated and the whole plant is shut 

down? What happens then? And how many jobs in agriculture 

and tour i sm wil l be l ost should the r e  be even a smal l ,  a 

minor accident? Would you take your children on vacation to 

Three Mil e Island? Would you buy potatoes f rom Chernobyl? 

This brings me to the second reason that the 

INEL has a very good safety record. This may be true ; it 

may not be. With current monlntoring and regulatory 

practices, it is very diff icul t to accurately assess the 

safety of INEL ; however , it ' s  not rel evant here. What is 

rel evant is that the stakes are too high to pl ay the game, 

no matter how good or bad a player the INEL is. A nuclear 

accident of any si z e  would be absol utely disastrous, and to 

r i sk it in any way is totally inane. 

The th i rd reason, perhaps the most signif icant 

one for the nation is that the United States needs more 

weapons-grade plutoni um .  We cu r r ently have the nuclear 
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capacity to blow up the entire earth, the Himalayas, Africa, 

Twin Fal l s ,  Idaho Fal l s ,  many times ove r .  What more do we 

need? The capacity to blow it up many, many times over? 

On a more mathematical note, recycl ing, for 

exampl e, the dismant l i ng of weapons called for in the 

recently Si gned INF treaty will provide enough weapons-grade 

plutonium to supply any new weapons proj ects that the 

government feels is necessa ry. Ther e ' s  no need for more 

weapons-grade plutonium, no need for more bombs. This 

proj ect is totally il logical. It ' s  expensive, unnecessary, 

deadly to Idaho or any place else. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : The wr itten comment s of 

El i se Lufkin wil l be incl uded in the record as Exhibit 3 3 4 . 

The additional written comments of Robbie A. 

Freund, P. O. Box 1 4 7 0 ,  Ketchum, will be included as Exhibit 

335 . 

Exhibit 3 3 6  will be the comments of Barge 

Levy, P. O. Box 90 5 ,  Ketchum. 

And f inal ly, the comments of Diane Karban, 

P. O. Box 4607 , Ketchum, wil l be marked as Exhibit 337 and 

incl uded in the record. 

The next scheduled commentor is Ter ry White, 

Ter ry White. 

( No response . ) 
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BEARING OFFICER: Jennie G ri f f ith, Jennie 

Griffith .  

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Order 56 , El i z abeth 

Stevenson. 

EL IZABETH STEVENSON, 

appearing as a witness, testified as fol low s :  

M S .  STEVENSON : I am Eliz abeth Stevenson. 

live at Route 1 ,  Box 3 1 0 ,  Bellevue. 

I oppose the bui l di ng of SIS plant at INEL . 

There appears to be no need for more plutonium. Energy 

Secretary John Herri ngton sai d ,  ·We have more plutoni um than 

we need. · 

Due to the current talks with the Soviet 

Union, there will be more plutoni um av ai l abl e as nuclear 

weapons are dismantled. 

Is i t  worth 750 jobs to transport th i s  deadly 

material across Idaho ' s  hi ghways, ad more contamination to 

the Snake River Aquifer and create more hazardous waste for 

this country? 

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

BEARING OFFICER: Exhibit 3 3 8  in the wri tten 
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reco r d  w i l l  be the wri tten comments o f  E l i z abeth Stevenson 

of Bellevue. 

The next scheduled commentor i s  Cindy Thiede. 

Could we get your name and address for the 

record,  please. 

CINDY TH IEDE, 

appearing as a witness, testified as follow s :  

MS . TH IEDE : Senator McCl ure, Senator Symms, 

I ' d  j ust l i ke to cal l the Governor and these people even 

though they ' re not here. Congressman Stall i ngs, Governor 

Andrus and, of course, members of the Depa rtment of Energy. 

My name i s  Ci ndy Thiede. And I am a l5-year 

resi dent of Idaho, and cur rently the Deputy Di rector of the 

Global Env i ronment Project Institute, which i s  a publ ic 

education organization involved with global envi ronmental 

i ssues . But also I am a mother who is deeply concerned with 

the health and safety of my children and, of course , theirs 

i n  future. 

I believe the Special Isotope Sepa ration Plant 

threatens the safety, threatens that safety by endangering 

our ai r ,  our water, our food, our state ' s  economy , and, of 

course, by produCing more fuel for nuclear bombs. I believe 

the SIS ultimately endangers l ife on planet earth. 
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am conce rned because DO E  will be playing 

with plutonium, one of the most toxic materials in 

existence. More carcinogenic materials will be transpor ted 

back and forth across our hi ghways,  more haza[�ous wastes 

will be generated at the INEL , more radioactive and chem i cal 

pol l utants will seep into the ai r and perhaps into the Snake 

River Pl ain Aquifer , a ma j or source, as you all know , of 

fresh water for drinking and ir rigation. 

am concerned because the SIS will be built 

on a seismically active area at the INEL, a site al ready 

under consideration for Super Fund clean-up dollars.  am 

concerned because we are spending a bi l l ion dollars to 

create another nuclear mess bef ore cleaning up the tens of 

bi l l i ons of dollars of envi ronmental damage al ready done at 

other weapons material sites. 

We are setting ourselves up for an 

envi ronmental di saster in a state here renown for its 

natural , unspoiled beauty. If the SIS is bu ilt,  Idaho ' s  

reputation wil l suffer,  I ' m  af raid. Central Idaho ' s  

expanding tourist economy will be at risk,  hunting and 

fi shing may seem less attractive, agriculture and, of 

course , Idaho ' s  famous tomatoes will suffer too. And for 

what? For a bomb f uel plant we really don ' t  need . 

If we are -awash with plutoni um - as Energy 

secretary John Herr ington says, then there is no rational 
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j ustif ication for the SIS plant . It is unnecessary, unsafe 

and uneconomical . So please, don ' t  trade away Idaho ' s  safe 

and healthy future for whatever short-term gains you may 

env ision .  Remember your children. Remember thei rs. 

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Could you give us the 

spel l i ng for the record of your last name? 

MS. TH IEDE : Sure, would you l i ke a copy? 

HEARING OFFICER : Thank you. Do you want to 

introduce your assistant? 

MS. TH IEDE : Tyler. Thi s  i s  Tyl er . He i s  my 

l i ttle cherry tomato. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: The wr itten comment s of 

Cindy Thiede will be incl uded in the record as Exhibit 3 3 9 . 

The next comment or will be Stu Backstatter. 

STU BACKSTATTER, 

appear i ng as a witness, testified as follow s :  

MR. BACKSTATTER :  My name i s  S t u  Backstatter. 

I l ive i n  Bai l ey ,  Idaho. I ' m  a property owner in the Bailey 

and Ketchum areas of Blaine County, Idaho, which are not far 

f rom the proposed location of the Special Isotope Separation 
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Proj ect. 

I work as a f i r st engineer superv ising and 

operating a 27 , 000 horsepower diesel engine plant aboard a 

1 3 8 ,000 ton oil tanke r .  

I ' m  strongly opposed to t h e  S I S  Project and 

spending any more tax dollars on the SIS Proj ect ' s  

construction. 

Intell igent human beings do not endeavor to 

create things that are not needed . There is no demonstrated 

need for more plutonium and, therefore, no need for the SIS 

Proj ect . The lack of need i s  especially evident in light of 

the recent weapons trea ti es,  potential future weapons 

treaties and the desire of the vast major ity of the people 

of the world not to destroy ourselves with plutonium-based 

weapons. 

The argument that the S IS is needed to create 

jobs is especially i r rati onal in l i ght of the lack of need 

for more plutonium. I find the DOE ' s  desire to spend part 

of the 30 percent of my hard earned money that I pay in 

taxes on a useless project to be aggravatingly 

unconscionable. do not want my hard work given to other 

people for a needless task. This i s  not good economics. 

Even if one could f i nd the need for more 

plutonium, there are many more arguments and issues that 

would reqUire attention prior to the S IS Project 
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initiation. Particularly ugly among these issues are that 

there i s  no effective waste treatment, the SIS technol ogy is 

not yet proven, and it has not yet been demonst rated that 

the SIS technology is the most economical process to create 

thi s  plutonium, nor Idaho the most economical location to 

create th i s  project. 

Thanks for the opportunity to voice my 

opinion. 

(Applause. ) 

HEAR ING OFFICER: Exhibit No. 3 4 0  wil l be the 

written comments of Stuart Backstatter. 

Comment or number 5 9 ,  Mary Jones. 

MARY JONES, 

appearing as a witness, testified as f o l l ow s :  

M S .  JONES :  H e l l o .  M y  name is Mary Jones, and 

I l iv e  in Ketchum, Idaho. 

I am a member of the f i rst generation to l ive 

from the time of concept i on with a sense of the pervasive 

ability to anni hilate any portion of our world in six 

second s .  I don ' t  feel I can tell my daughter that s h e  has a 

chance to l ive to be an old person. 

I l ive in Idaho, less than 100 air  miles from 

a place where it ' s  being proposed that we create a facility 
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to process weapons-grade plutonium. We don ' t  need any more 

plutonium, and we obv iously do not need more weapons. We ' ve 

got enough to kill ourselves thoroughly and compl etely. 

What we do need is more clean ai r ,  a water 

supply that is not threatened with contamination and a new 

attitude that peace can be profitabl e .  

It seem s that every day w e  a r e  presented with 

more reasons to sta r t  changing our ideas of mass consumpt ion 

and begin developing alte rnative measures, hopef ully saving 

ou rselves f rom total depletion of all our natural resources. 

I have heard the ar gument that the SIS is economically 

sound . What good wil l al l the jobs i n  the world do if we 

poison ourselves and dest roy those who are left? 

Our children deserve a chance. Please vote no 

on the SIS.  Let ' s  keep what we ' ve got and help us build for 

a safe and far-reaching f utUre.  

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Exhibit 341  will be the 

written comments of Mary �oneB. 

Next scheduled commentor i s  Roy Spain, Roy 

Spai n. 

( No response . )  

HEAR ING OFFICER: Lecia Hanawal t, Lecia 

Hanawal t .  
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( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER: D. �. Yaeger, D. � .  Yaeger.  

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER: Albert Wilson, Albert 

Wilson. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER: Michael McQueen, Michael 

McQueen. 

( No response . ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Cathy Lind ,  Cathy Lind .  

( No response . ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Stoney Burke, Stoney Burke. 

( No response . ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Ronald Reagan -- I ' m  j ust 

kidding .  

Anne Hedge. 

We ' ll mark your wri tten comments as Exhibit 

342 for the record.  You may proceed. 

ANNE HEDGE, 

appea ring as a witness, testified as follow s :  

M S .  HEDG E :  I ' m  Anne Hedge. I ' m  a resident of 

Sun Val l ey ,  Idaho. 

And most of the comments I had to make have 

152 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 
P . O .  Box 57 8 ,  Boise, ID 83701 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

1

2

3

4

6

7



5 . 30 . 2 . 1 

5 

7 

5 . 1 2 . 1  

5 . 1 0 . 5  
1 0  

1 1  

(j) 1 2  
(j) 2 . 2 . 4 

1 3  co 

1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

4 . 1 5 . 2  
1 7  

1 8  

1 9  

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4  

2 5  

al ready been made, b u t  my primary concerns were t h e  l a c k  of 

secured depository for the waste, especially with the new 

recommendations for the National Academy of Science that a 

restriction be placed on the use of the Carl sbad site, which 

will mean that INEL cannot get rid of the waste that they 

have acquired already, and thi s  is a serious, serious 

probl em .  

And, of course, the Snake River Aquifer and 

the geol ogi c  factors must be considered, especially the 

sei smi c  activity in that area. 

And the SIS demonstration facility, I feel , 

should be compl eted and operated and tested before we build 

a full scale version .  And also I feel that there i s  a 

chance with the the federal budget def icit as it is and with 

Gramm-Rudman that the SIS Project could be initially funded 

and then be dropped because the def icit cannot continue to 

grow forever. 

And the rest of my comments are written. 

BEARING OFFICER : Thank you. 

MS. BEDG E :  Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Diane Burks.  

A VOICE : She went home to nurse her baby and 

will be here in a few minutes. 

HEARING OFFICER : We ' l l  come back to her.  
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Would someone please identify her when she comes i n  o r  at 

least tell her. Thank you. 

Lee Whitting. 

MS. WH ITING : Whiting. 

HEARING OFFICER: Whiting, I ' m  sorry. And I 

see it ' s  not Mr.  Whiting. 

LEE WHITING, 

appearing as a witness, testified as fol l ow s ;  

M S .  WHITING : My name i s  Lee Whiting. I live 

at 109 River Grove Lane, one mile north of Hailey_ 

We have enough bombs in our arsenal to k i l l  

every man, woman and child in thi s planet seven times over,  

seven times over.  We have 100  tons of pl utoni um now in 

reserve. What we have now is over k i l l .  W e  d o  not need any 

more plutonium bombs, enough is enough. 

If Chernobyl taught us anything, it is how 

fast radioactive fallout can travel in the winds and that 

country borders mean noth i ng .  If w e  bomb someone e l s e ,  the 

plutonium fallout will come home to roost. We kill our own 

selves. 

We are bankrupting our nati on ' s  economy by 

putti ng billions of dol lars into production that has minimal 

return on the investment . It is time to stop this absurd 
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destructive and hateful thinking process. 

Statistics show that peopl e downwind f rom 

Rocky Flats ,  Colorado, where plutonium i s  now processed, 

have a much higher incidence of cancer and birth defects 

than normal . Cancer i s  an ugly death. 

The SIS would po i son Idaho ' s  most precious 

commodities ; our clean water and ai r ,  our most productive 

land and ourselves. 

People of Idaho do not want this for 

themselves or thei r children. 

Geologically the INEL site is riddled with 

faul t lines. I ' m  sure we al l remember Idaho ' s  1983 

earthquake which registered 7 . 2  on the Richter scale and 

whose epicenter was l es s  than 60 mil es from the INEL site. 

To bu ild the SIS over the Snake River Aquifer at INEL would 

be insanity. 

I would hope that sanity prevai l s  and that the 

SIS is not implemented anywhere, much less in Idaho. 

Thank you. 

BEARING OFFICER: Exhibit 343 will be the 

written comments of Lee Whiting. 

We are now at comment or order number 72, Steve 

Straiton, Steve Straiton. 

( No response . ) 

BEAR ING OFFICER: Commentor number 7 3 ,  Mary 
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Ann Ward, Mary Ann Ward. 

( No response . ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Commentor 7 4 ,  Darrel 

Fut rel l ,  Darrel Fut r el l .  

( NO response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Dav i d  Egan, David Egan. 

( No response . ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Commentor 7 6 ,  Paul Caput o, 

Paul Caputo. 

( No response . ) 

BEARING OFFICER: Commenter 7 7 ,  John, I 

believe, Caccia, Caccia, John Caccia. 

Chr i s  Harding. 

comment s .  

( No response . ) 

BEARING OFFICER: Commentor 7 8 ,  Chris Barding, 

MR. HARDING : I don ' t  have any written 

BEARING OFFICER : That ' s  f ine . State your 

name and address, if you would. 

CHRIS BARDING, 

appearing as a witness, testified as follow s :  

MR. BARDING : My name i s  Ch ris Barding. 

l iv e  in Ketchum, 1 51 BUrr Drive, No. 3 .  
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I oppose the SIS Project for a variety of 

reasons that hav e al ready been stated, and won ' t  go into 

all of them. I j ust would l i ke to remind everybody that 

today is the ninth anniversary of the Three Mil e Isl and 

accident. So happy Three Mil e Island day. 

As far as I can see, the only action i s  no 

action. 

Thank you . 

HEARING OFFICER: Thank you. 

(Appl ause . ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Commentor number 7 9 ,  Richard 

Wiethor n ,  Richard Wiethorn. 

( No response . )  

BEARING OFFICER: Doy l e  Beck , Doy le Beck. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER:  Lit� West, Lita West. 

( No response . ) 

HEARING OFFICER:  Bomer Biggers. 

HOMER BIGGERS, 

appea ring as a witness, testified as f ol l ow s :  

MR .  BIGGERS : 1 1 m  Bomer Biggers. I l ive at 

2271 Mesa in Idaho Fal l s .  

I have seen children up h e r e  that w e  care 
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10 

11 

about , we really do.  I have seen the ones with the swollen 

joints, the distended bel l ies. If one of them were your s, 

what would you do to save him? You ' d  do anything. You ' d  go 

to the nextdoor neighbor , steal out of his potato f ield, 

take a little grain, that ' s  one meal at a time. Bow about a 

year at a time? If your nextdoor neighbor had 2 , 3 0 0  acres, 

3 , 500 acres, 5 , 000 acr es, wouldn ' t  you take 4 0  of them for 

yourse l f ,  do a little wheat? Feed them al l year-round . 

Don ' t  j ust feed them one meal . I wou l d .  

anything f or them. I think you would too. 

would do 

The leadership of the foreign nations who are 

12 destitute would do the same. Where do they find thousand 

13 acres of wheat producing so much it can ' t  be sold, and 

14 potatoes that are producing so much that the market i s  

15 depressed? And cattle who have driven the market down 

16 because ther e ' s  too many cattle. Responsible leaders know 

17 how their people are and know where the remedy is, where can 

18 they solve that problem? Hungry, Czechoslovakia, the 

1 9  Ukraine, Communi st China, they are hungry, and we have got 

20 the goods. 

21 My wife wanted to see the Bemmingway memorial 

22 in Ketchum and Sun Valley, and l i m  very sorry that most of 

23 those people have gone home or a lot of them have anyhow. 

24 took her there and we wandered in the beauty of the hills.  

25 We wandered a l ittle farther down the path and we came on to 
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a b i g  sign. Private j ogging path, no entry, no t r espassing, 

big golf course, some nice grounds back there, beaut i f ul 

place. Don ' t  j og on their j ogging path. 

I have stood on the Czechoslovakian border 

with an M-16 rifle. I was company commander there for two 

years.  As a company commander,  I had to know the 

conti ngency plans ; they were to secret then, they got 

publ ished i n  the Washington Post ten years later,  so I can 

tal k about them a little bit.  think it ' s  the 56 East 

Block Armored Division sit on the other side of the borde r .  

The NATO forces wouldn ' t  hardly s l ow  them down. Acco rding 

to the latest scena r i o ,  in four days they would be sitting 

on the Engl i sh Channe l .  

What keeps them there? Why are they o n  the 

other side of the border and not in Idaho Fal l s ,  Twin Falls,  

Hailey ,  Ketchum? Why aren ' t  they on your jogging path? 

Nuclear deterrent. When the f i rst tank crosses, would you 

push the button? When the f ifth tank crosses, the 105th ,  

t h e  l 005th? A t  what po i n t ?  They don ' t  know. I don ' t  know, 

and you don ' t  know . But most important , they don ' t  know . 

They have been over there 44 yea r s .  They a r e  going to stay 

there, I think. I hope they do. 

The reason I hope they do i s  right here 

( holding up photograph ) , 2 1  years old, U .  S. Navy . The 

other reason I hope they stay here ( holding up photograph) , 
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1 9  yea r s  old, D .  S. llar ine Corps. I f  they don ' t stay there, 

they Are looking for that thousand acres, they are hungry. 

The government knows, I think, about these 

nuclear devices, they have to be replenished. Shotgun 

shells don ' t  even stay good f or ten yea r s ,  f i shing l i ne rots 

out . The equi pment has to be replenished and reproduced and 

repu r i f ied and have these isotopes separated every once in 

awhi le.  That ' s  classi f ied information. I will not be a 

sel f-appointed expert and tell you how often that has to 

occur. 

Thank you . 

HEARING OFFICER: Thank you. 

Next scheduled commentor i s  comment or number 

84 , Andrew Harding. 

A VOICE : Diane Burks is here too. 

HEARING OFFICER : Thank you . 

We ' ll mark your written comments as Exhibit 

344 for the record. 

ANDREW HARDING , 

appearing as a witness, testified as follows: 

MR. HARDING : Thank you.  My name i s  Andrew 

Harding, and I live in Ketchum, Idaho. 

As a resident of the State of Idaho, I ' d  l i ke 
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to vote against th is S IS Project for many reasons already 

stated, so I won ' t  take up everyone ' s  time. 

I f  the government determined to spend 

$1 bill ion for the benef it of the peopl e ,  I ' d  rather see it 

put towards educational purposes. think everyone would 

benefit i n  the long-term rather than a weapons-grade plant. 

Also, perhaps maybe it should be spent on 

research for the safe di sposal of what nuclear waste we 

al ready have around the country, and maybe paving the road 

between Banks and Lowman, I think that would benefit Idaho 

considerably. 

That ' s  i t .  Thank y o u  v e r y  much. 

(Appl a use . ) 

HEARING OFFICER, Diane Burks. 

We ' l l mark your written comment as Exhibit No. 

3 45 for the record. 

DIANE BURKS, 

appearing as a witness, testified as fol l ow s :  

MS. BURKS : My name i s  Diane Burks , and I l iv e  

at 2 0 7 3  Maple Avenue East here in Tw in Fal l s .  

T h e  Department o f  Energy i s  choosing Idaho for 

the location of the SIS because of the technical expe r t i se 

at INEL. It is also choosing Idaho because Idaho i s  
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16 

sparsely populated and because both the Hanford and the 

Savannah River residents have voiced their opposition. 

Technical problems hav e halted plutonium production at these 

sttes, and they want no more of it.  My intention here i s  to 

voice my own concern about construction of the SIS plant 

here in Idaho. But in dOing so, I ' m  adding my voice to the 

residents of South Carolina and Washington, thus opposing 

its construction anywhere. 

Having been given only two minutes to say 

exactly how I feei about thi s  important and compl ex i ssue , 

find that my biggest concerns are safety and need. As for 

safety, adding 220 tons of plutonium contaminated waste 

annual ly to a facility that al ready has much, much more than 

it should seems absurd, especially in l ight of the fact that 

this waste is directly over our supply of fresh wate r .  And 

l ittle or no concern has been given to earthquake and 

17 volcanic hazards. 

1 8  Transporting thi s waste i s  questionable, 

1 9  considering the fact that the Department o f  Transportation 

20 refused to approve the $100 mil l ion trupact cash that was 

2 1  has meant f o r  th i s  purpose. The Department o f  Energy 

22 cur rently has nothing acceptable to transport the waste in. 

23 Transpor ting the plutonium oxide from Hanford is immensely 

2 4  dangerous as a possibl e  accidental punctu r e  would disburse 

25 the powder throughout the air, making retrieval impossibl e ,  
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and one inhaled speck will cause certain death. 

Ther e ' s  no mention of the type of emergency 

response that would be needed to deal with Buch an 

accident. What kind of medical treatment, clean-up 

equipment, security considerations, evacuation and 

alternative route procedures would we need? And having the 

SIS would make us a prime target in the event of a war . 

Concerning need, we have tons of plutonium, 

stockpiled weapons, tons more in storage and tons more in 

scrap. Thi s  CQuid be recycled. With the INF agreement and 

the START accord, we CQuid have tons more. This, too, could 

be recycl ed, sav ing mil lions of dol l a r s .  In light o f  thi s ,  

having t h e  S I S ,  because -- hav ing the SIS because n o  one can 

accurately predict the nuclear mater ials requirement a 

decade from now is l ud i crous. At a time when we have a 

horrendous national deficit, we should make a 500- to 

900-mil l ion dollar investment in an unmarketable pacifier? 

And f i nally, not having the SIS would not make 

us more vulnerable. With 2 5 ,000  nuclear weapons currently 

on hand, hav ing more for redundancy or f l exibility is 

absu rd .. 

Consider the vignette which has two children 

standing knee-deep in a roomf ul of gasoline, each gathering 

matches, thinking the more they have ,  the safer they will 

be. I don ' t  think i t ' s  possible to kill people more than 
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once. 

In concl usion, what I am seeing is a 

self- regulating f ederal agency with no outside over sigh t ,  

tel l i ng me I need this dangerous and costly facility i n  my 

neighborhood, and at the same time tel l i ng me for thei r 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement that they make no 

warranty, assume any legal liability or responsibl ity for 

the accuracy, compl eteness or usef ulness of any information 

in thi s  statement. It ' s  not hard to see why I don ' t  trust 

the Department of Energy_ 

Thank you. 

( Appl ause. ) 

BEARING OFFICER : Commentor order number 86 , 

Kathleen McGinley. 

KATHLEEN McGINLEY, 

appearing as a witness, testified as fol l ow s :  

MS. McGINLEY: I ' m  here t o  state that I am 

absolutely opposed to the SIS plant being built anYWhere, 

and I, therefore, support the No Action Alternative. 

I share the concerns of those people who have 

spoken here today on the health and safety factors involved 

in the transportation, production and storage of highly 

toxic radioactive material which would be an inherent part 
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o f  the operation of t h e  proposed SIS plant. 

As Senator John Glenn stated, "It will do 

precious l i ttle good to protect ourselves f rom the Soviets 

if in the process we poison or i r radiate our own peopl e . -

The po i nt I want to address, however,  is the 

basic Assumption that we, as a nati on, need the plutonium 

which the DOE wants to procure at such a potentially high 

cost to the envi ronment and to ourselves. 

At a time when hundreds of American farmers 

are being forced f rom the i r  land every week, at a time when 

thousands of Amer i can children are sleeping in the streets 

or on the beaches o r  in temporary shelters f or lack of l ow  

income housing, a t  a time when thousands o f  elderly 

Ameri cans are subsisting without adequate food, care or 

shel ter, we as a people of conscience, cannot al l ow bill ions 

of American tax dol l ars to be spent stockpi l ing more 

plutonium, the only use for which i s  to 'produce more nuclear 

weapons. We al ready have enough nuclear weaponry to destroy 

every liv ing thing on the entire planet several times over, 

a dubious achievement at best. 

The time has come to put a stop to the 

narrow-minded, heartless servitude of thi s  nation, to the 

politics of fear and destruction and use our ,resources 

instead i n  the serv i ce of l ife and creatiVe compassion. 

Thank you. 
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HEARING OFFICER: Thank you. 

Kathleen McGinley had previously submitted her 

comments. They were marked as Exhibit 326 for inclusion in 

the record. 

We are now at witness order numbe r 4 7 ,  Gary 

Park, Gary Park.  

7 ( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Edith Wiethorn, Wiethorn. 

( No response . ) 

10 HEARING OFFICER: Gene Wooda l l ,  Gene Wooda l l .  

1 1  ( No response . )  

1 2  HEARING OFFICER: Will iam K.  Chisholm. 

1 3  

14 WILLIAM K.  CH ISHOLM, 

1 5  appearing as a witness, testified as f ol l ow s :  

1 6  

1 7  MR. CH ISHOLM:  My name i s  William K. Chisholm, 

1 8  Route No. 3 ,  Box 43 1 ,  Buhl , Idaho. 

1 9  -We hold these truths t o  b e  self-evident, that 

20 al l men are created equal , they are endowed by thei r Creator 

2 1  that certain unal ienable Rights, that among these a r e  Life,  

22 Liberty and the pu rsuit of Happiness . -

23 The SIS is a spin-off from the smash of God ' s  

24 atom which i s  anti-life. The nuclear arms race, of which 2 . 7 . 9  

2 5  t h e  proposed SIS i s  a component i s  anti-life.  W e  a r e  beld 
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hostage to t h e  threat of nuclear annihilation and, 

therefor e ,  we are without liberty. 

The Department of Energy has over 5 , 0 0 0  

pe r sonnel , either employed o r  cont rActed, wor k i ng i n  

security ,  another threat t o  liberty _  

I j ust spent four and-a-hal f days in the Nye 

county jail , Tonopah, Nevada, for protesting nUclear 

weapons. can tell you about the l oss of l i berty .  

There can b e  n o  happiness when there i s  no 

hope. And there can be no hope without the concept of the 

future. And the nuclear alms race, of which the SIS i s  a 

component, leaves that future in doubt. Not only from the 

threat of nuclear war but the accidental contamination of 

our ai r ,  water and land. 

The only sel f-evident t r uth I find within the 

EI5 document is that it i s  a travesty. It could have been 

written before the EIS scoping hearings. It deals with a 

limited env ironment, with a limited env i ronmental scope. It 

didn ' t  address the questions raised at the scoping hearings, 

mine in pa r ti cular. 

The justif ication for the SIS i s  the arms race 

for the Soviet Union. At the scoping hearings I presented a 

l i st of 160 U. S. cor porations dOing business with the 

Soviet Union. got that l ist out of a book called "The 

Best Enemy Money Can Buy · by a man named Anthony sutton. 
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Thi s i s  a John B i r ch Society book. 1 1 m  not a member of the 

John Birch Society. 

As part of the EIS, I asked that type of 

product and technology sold be detailed to see if these 

businesses were prof iting f rom both sides of the Alms rAce. 

I asked that a study be done as to the relationship of 

corporate executives and u . s. Government officials be done 

so that we might know what pol icy for profit was being 

car ried out by our government. And that i f ,  in fact, we 

eliminated such double-deal ing, the whole j ustif ication for 

thi s continued insanity might not be ended. My question was 

not answered, it waS not addressed. 

hold that t r uth to be self-evident. I want 

to go on record as opposed to the SIS.  

Thank you . 

HEARING OFFICER : I have been informed that 

previously called Mary Ann Ward who was out of the room. 

She ' s  now returned, so we ' l l call commentor number 7 3 ,  Mary 

Ann Ward.  

MARY ANN WARD, 

appearing as a witness, testified as fol l ows: 

MS. WARD: My name i s  Mary Ann Ward. I l ive 

at 7 Forreson Avenue in Hailey ,  Idaho. 
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I would l i ke t o  comment o n  two aspects of the 

SIS proposal,  neither of which has been adequately addressed 

by the Envi ronmental Impact Statement . 

The f i rst is need. I recognize that from the 

DOE ' s  national defense position, information on current 

inventories and f utUre needs of nuclear weapons materials 

cannot be made publ ic. However,  those to whom we have 

entrusted our deciBionmaking powers, in other words, 

Congress, should have access to this information. The EIS 

does not provide even a classif ied appendix to supply such 

information. 

And I quest i on ,  even if provided with this 

data, whether an objective pe r son would find a need for the 

SIS. Statement s by numerous individual s, organizations and 

even the DOE indicate that the United States has more than 

enough plutonium for our cur rent and futUre defense needs. 

Even Newsweek, a relatively benign publ ication, stated two 

weeks ago, and quote, -Now the nation i s  awash in 

plutonium and U . S.-Sov iets arms l imitation agreements will 

reduce the need further . -

urge the DOE to review its statements of 

needs for the SIS,  taking into account current stockpiles 

and additional plutonium that will become available as a 

result of the reti rement of weapons under current and futUre 

arms agreements. 
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The second aspect on which l i d  l ike to comment 

is environmental degradation. Plutonium is a deadly poison, 

with a lethal l ifetime of 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  years. If it enters the 

envi ronment uncont rol l ed ,  untold numbe r s  of wild and 

5
' 

domest i c  animal s and humans could be k i l l ed. It seems only 
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logica l ,  then, that any process involving plutonium should 

be proven safe, from the f i rst moment of producti on until 

the plutonium decomposes. And yet, we have seen accidents 

at nuclear power plants that have al l owed plutonium and 

other radioactove products to enter the envi ronment. 

Transportation accidents have added more l ethal radioactive 

po i sons. 

And perhaps most appa l l ing of al l ,  we have no 

safe method of storage and di sposal of nuclear products and 

wastes. Incredibly, given the l ethal na ture of plutonium 

and our d i sastrously poor saf ety record,  the DOE i s  

proposing to build the S I S  o n  top o f  one o f  the most 

vulnerable and important aqUifers in the country. Thi s  i s  

madness. 

I demand that the DOE reexamine its assessment 

of environmental dange r .  A thorough, objective analysis 

will show that the SIS should not be bui l t  and, more 

specif i cally,  should not be bui l t  on Idaho ' s  Snake River 

Plain. 

Thank you. 
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( Appl ause. ) 

HEARING OPFICER: Exhibit 346 wil l  be the 

written comments of Mary Ann Ward. 

We ' re now at commentor number 9 3 ,  Jul ie 

Randel l .  

JUL IE RANDELL ,  

appearing a s  a witness, testified a s  follows: 

MS .  RANDELL : Hi. I am Jul ie Randell ,  Route 

1 ,  Kimberly. 

What I see coming with the SIS i s  exploitation 

of Idaho. We are vulnerabl e ,  for this state is looking for 

jobs. The Energy Department calls us a favorable political 

cl imate. 

I hope the sound of money doesn ' t  drown out 

these very serious questions of safety and moral ity .  

The Department o f  Energy asks for redundancy 

and in a product we can ' t  eat, drink or l ive in. It is 

capable of destroying the eating, drinking and l iv ing. 

Have we forgotten the government ' s  promise to 

lower taxes and balance the budget? The same government, 

albeit different branches, through its changing pol i cies , 

both foreign and domestic are in part l argely responsi bl e 

for breaking the economic backs of Idaho ' s  farmers and 
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business people. 

am di sapPointed in our state ' s  of f icials and 

representatives for supporting plutonium redundancy . We can 

find other opt ions for f inancial stabi l ity . No SIS here or 

anywhere. 

(Appl ause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Our f i nal scheduled 

commento[ is Bill McMahan. 

JEPF KcMAHAN and B ILL KcMAHAN, 

appearing as a witness, testi f ied as fol l ow s :  

JEFF McMAHAN : I ' m  Bill McMahan ' s  son, Jef f .  

And, wel l ,  I don ' t  think S I S  is a good idea. SIS would ruin 

the plants, the rivers and the trees if we had a mista ke.  

We can ' t  make a small mistake with plutonium. Any mistakes 

with nuclear material could trash the state. 

Money doesn ' t  mean anything. Our children 

mean more than bombs and missiles. We don ' t  need bombs and 

missiles. We have enough nuclear weapons, and we don ' t  need 

any more. 

I don ' t  need a threat i n  Idaho. Idaho is a 

peaceful -- is so peaceful . If it ' s  peaceful , why change 

it? I think -- Think.  Do you want to change it? Please 

say no. 
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(Applause. ) 

MR. IIcMAH AN :  H i .  I ' m  Bill IIcllahan, Box 3125 , 

Ketchum. strongly oppose the SIS Project and support the 

NO Action Alternative. 

Gentlemen, you have heard all of the 

argument s .  w i l l  comment o n  a few. 

The concept of supporting an immoral war 

mental ity . 

The self-pe rpetuating DOE promotion of weapons 

build-up in spite of national policy to reduce nuclear arms. 

The econom i c  issue of j obs as a sell-out of 

the earth and the long.-term balance of l ife for a few jobs 

of questi onable dUration. 

The econom i c  impact on tourism, recreation and 

publ ic rel ations that the mere presence of a plutoni um 

proj ect or a mistake at the site or transportation mi shap 

could be tragic .  

The impact o n  the agr icultural economy of 

plutonium involvement in the aquifer or plutonium accident. 

The issue of uncer tain nuclear waste 

management , and essentially the ri sks to our l ives with the 

presence of plutonium now and in the futUre. 

I wel come the opportunity to declare to the 

DOE that even though Idaho has a sparse population and a 

history of nuclear technology, there are thousands of 

1 7 3  
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Idahoans l ike me who are here to say we are no push-overs. 

2 I oppose SIS. 

I don ' t  intend to vote for any legislator or 

representative who continues to suppor t  it. We can ' t  let 1 . 1  

5 SIS happen. We won ' t  let SIS happen. We don ' t  need it.  We 

6 don ' t  want it here or anywhere. 

7 ( Appl ause . ) 

8 HEARING OFF ICER : The wri tten comments of,  is 

9 it Judge IIcMahan? 

10 MR. IIcIlABAN :  Judd , J-u-d-d. 

11 HEARING OFFICER: Judd. I ' m  sor ry .  Will be 

1 2  included in the record a s  Exhibit N o .  3 47 . 

1 3  IS there anyone in the room who was scheduled 

14 to comment thi s afternoon and has not had the opportunity to 

1 5  do so? 

16 ( No response. ) 

17 HEARING OFFICER:  There not being anyone in 

1 8  that category, let me state for the record that all those 

1 9  individuals who were o n  the speake r s '  l ist this afternoon 

20 and whose name I called but did not get a response will 

2 1  automatically b e  included on t h e  speake r s '  list f o r  the 

22 continuation of thi s  hearing. which will be at the hour of 

23 2 o ' clock this coming Thursday, the 3 1st of !larch. 

24 At thi s  po i nt we are going to be in recess 

25 until the hour of 7 o ' cl oc k .  at which time we will begin our 
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evening session. 

Thank you for your patience. 

(Recess. ) 
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HEAR ING OFFICER : I would now like to formally 

recommence thi s  publ ic hearing concerning the rev i ew of the 

Draf t Envi ronmental Impact Statement relative to the United 

States Department of Energy proposed Special Isotope 

Separation. This proceeding is off i cially designated as the 

Twin Fal l s ,  Idaho, publ ic hea ring on Department of Energy 

document DOE/EIS- 0 1 3 6 ,  which commenced on the 28th day of 

March, and has been continued over to this date to allow for 

additi onal public comment. We are comme ncing our session at 

2 : 02 in the afternoon. 

My name is Roy E i gu r en. 1 1 m  an attorney from 

Boise, and I am serv ing as the hearings officer for th i s  as 

well as the other publ ic hearings held to receive comment on 

the Draft Env i r onmental Impact Statement for the proposed 

siting, const ruction and operation by the Depa rtment of 

Energy of a Special Isotope Separation Project that will 

util ize the Atom i c  Vapor Laser Isotope Separation process 

technology. I will refer to this and the other heari ngs in 

thi s  proceeding as DOE ' s  DEIS publ ic heari ngs on the SIS 

Proj ect . 

As I mentioned, I am an attorney, I am f rom 

Boise, i n  private practice. I have been retained by the 
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Department of Energy t o  conduct thi s series of publ i c  

hearings as a n  i ndependent and unbiased pa r ty t o  assure the 

opportunity for all interested organizations and indiv idual s 

to comment on the Draft Envi ronmental Impact Statement. 

Accordingly , I ' m  not an advocate for or against the proposed 

action taken by the Department of Energy in thi s  matter, or 

I should say proposed position taken by the Depa rtment of 

Energy in thi s  matte r .  Rath er , I am a nelJ.tral th i rd pa rty 

who has coordinated the dev elopment of the procedures that 

we ' re fol l ow i ng as wel l as conduct the hearings themselves. 

The i ssue that is the subject of thi s  

proceeding i s  the Department ' s  proposal t o  site, const ruct 

and operate an SIS facil ity at one of three locations in the 

United State s ;  DOE ' s  Idaho Nati onal Engi neering Laboratory 

near Idaho Fal l s, Idaho; the OOE ' s  Hanford Reservation near 

Richland, Wash ington; or the OO E ' s  Savannah River plant near 

Aiken, South Carolina. Each of these three sites is 

deSignated as an al ternative consi dered i n  the DEIS. 

The fourth and f i na l  al ternative under 

consideration i n  the DEIS i s  the No Action Alternative which 

would be a depa rtmental deci s i on to not site, construct and 

operate an SIS facil ity. As stated in the Draft 

Envi ronmental Impact Statement, the Department ' s  preferred 

alternative i s  to site, construct and operate such facil ity 

at the Idaho National Engi neering L aboratory. 
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T o  put t h i s  hearing i n  perspective, I ' d  l i ke 

to address a few f undamental aspects of the law that governs 

thi s  process which is th2 National Env ironmental Pol icy Act 

of 1 96 9 ,  Publ ic Law 91-91 0 ,  generally known as NEPA. NEPA 

requi res all federal agencies to develop procedures that 

insure that -env i ronmental amenti ties or val ues are given 

appropriate consideration i n  federal government 

decisi onmaking. II This law also requires that 

recommendations for major federal act ions signi f i cantly 

affecting the quality of human envi ronment be f i rst preceded 

by the development and compl eti on of an Env i rorunental Impact 

Statement or EIS,  that f ul ly and carefully examines the 

potent i al env ironmental impacts of the proposed federal 

action4 

The Depa rtment of Energy has determined that 

this proposed action in siting ,  const ructing and operating 

an SIS plant is a major federal action that, under NEPA, 

requi res development and completion of an EIS4 Accordingly , 

by the publ ication on October 3 1 ,  1 9 86 , a Notice of Intent 

to Prepare an EIS in the Federal Register, the Department of 

Energy commenced a process that has l ed to the development 

and publ ication of the Draft Env i rorunental Impact Statement 

that is the subject of th i s  hear ing. 

The DEIS was prepared by the Depa rtment, with 

the assi stance of an independent co ntractor, the NUS 
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Corporation, after a n  extenSive process of receiving publ ic 

comment through the scoping or initial input phase of this 

EIS development proceeding. During scoping, public comment 

on the scope or magnitude of issues to be addressed in the 

EIS was received, as wel l as with speci f i c comment , on 

pa rticular issues themselves4 Scoping i ncluded the receipt 

of extensive written publ ic comment, as well as oral comment 

from two lengthy publ ic meeti ngs ; one was held in Idaho 

Falls on February 24th,  1 9 87 ; one was held in Boise on 

February 26th, 1 9 87 . 

As a result of scoping, the Department made 

the determination that the fol lowing i ssues would be 

analyzed in the Draft Envi rorunental Impact Statement. 

Accordingly , these are the 11 issues that are analyzed in 

the Draft Env i ronmental Impact Statement. They are : 

Issue No. 1 .  The off-site general population 

and radiological and non- rad iological effects r esulting f rom 

potential accidents at an SIS facil ity. 

Issue 2 .  The ef fects on the general 

popu l ation f rom emi ssions of radiological and 

non- radiologi cal releases caused by normal operations of an 

SIS facil i ty. 

Issue No. 3 .  Expo sur e of operating per sonnel 

to radiologi cal and non- radiologi cal releases during normal 

operat i ons of an SIS facil ity_ 
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Issue No. 4 .  Incr emental dif fer ences in 

env ironmental impa cts between the operation of the existing 

chemical processing facil ities and the proposed action and 

alternatives. 

Issue No. 5 .  Effects on air  and water qual ity 

and other env ironmental consequences during const ruction and 

operation of an SIS facil ity. 

Issue No. 6 .  Cumulative effects of operati ons 

of such a facil ity, including changes in support operations 

related to it. 

Issue No. 7 .  The on-site and off-site 

transportation impacts of nuclear materials. 

I ssue No. 8 .  An analysis of appl icable 

federal , state and local regulations applying to the 

const r uction and operation of such a facil ity. 

I ssue No. 9 .  The decontamination and 

decommissioning of such a facil ity. 

Issue No. 1 0 .  Irr etrievable and i rreversible 

comm itment of resources in the use of land, mate rials, 

scarce and str ategi c mater i al s,  fuel s and other resour ces 

related to the const ruction and operation of such a 

facil ity. 

And f inally Issue No. 1 1 .  Mitigation measures 

necessary to respond to the envi ronmental consequences 

associated with each of the alternatives. 
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The EIS preparation and review process i n  the 

United States is governed by fede ral regulations that have 

been establ ished by the Council on Envi ronmental Quality, or 

CEQ , which is an age ncy within the Execut ive Office of the 

Presi dent of the United States. In addition to that, the 

Department of Energy has its own gu i de l i nes promulgated that 

they follow in the developnent of EIS a .  

T h e  Council o n  Env i ronmental Quality 

regulations, as well as the DOE guidelines referenced, 

have been prev i ously marked by me as Exhibit No. 1 and 

introduced in the formal record in th i s  proceeding. 

The relevant CEQ regulations reqUi re that 

after prepa r i ng a Draft Env i ronmental Impact Statement and 

before prepa ring a fi nal one, an age ncy must fi rst obtain 

the comment of,  No. 1 ,  any other federal agency which has 

j uri sdi ct i on by law or special expe rtise with respect to any 

env i ronmental impact ; No. 2 ,  request the comments of 

appropriate state and local agencies which develop and 

enforce env i ronmental standa rds ; No. 3 ,  solicit comment and 

input from Indian tribe s ;  and, }t�. 4 ,  sol icit comment f rom 

the publ ic, with a pa r t i cular obligation to af f i rmatively 

sol icit comments from persons or organizations who may be 

interested or affected by the proposed federal deci sion. 

Publ ic meetings or hearings are to be held 

where the Department determines that a substantial 
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envi ronmental controversy conce rning the proposed action 

exi st s .  Accordingly, this hea ring, as well as the other 

publ ic hearings in this se ries, are being held pur suant to 

these regulations to receive publ i c ,  Indian tribe and 

governmental comment on the various issues identif ied in the 

Draft Env i ronmental Impact Statement. 

Not i ce of th is publ ic hea r ing, as well as the 

others, was provided i n  a Federal Register Notice dated 

February 1 9 ,  1 9 8 8 ,  and another one on March 4 th ,  1 9 8 8 .  

Additional public notice was provided f o r  publ ication of 

publ ic notice in nume rous newspa pe r s  throughout the state. 

The Federal Register Not i ce s ,  newspaper notices and 

publication dates of each have been marked as Exhibit No. 2 

and included in the record. 

Publ ic comment w i l l  be received on the EIS at 

thi s hearing as well as the continuation of th is hearing 

this evening. We have also received comment at hearings 

held in Boise and Idaho Fal l s . As of th is point in time, we 

have received comment f rom over 453 indiv iduals. Written 

comment, which receives the same weight and co nsideration by 

the Department in thi s  proceeding, may be submitted to me 

today, if you would l i ke , or you may mail it to the 

Department of Energy at an address that we can prov ide to 

you at the registration table outside th i s  room. Oral and 

wri tten comment will be compi l ed i nto a compr ehensive record 
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and in turn will be consi dered by the Department in making 

its f i nal decision on the EIS. 

The CEQ regulations that I referenced earlier 

also provide that comments on an Env i ronmental Impact 

Statement or on a proposed action shall be as speci f i c a8 

possible, may address the adequacy of the statements or the 

merits of the alternatives or both. So accordingly, we 

would ask that you would fol l ow the CEQ regulations and try 

to keep your comments di rected as specif ically as possible 

to the issues in the EIS or the Draft E IS .  

Although the Depa rtment has determined that 

certain issues, such as the need for an SIS Project, are 

beyond the scope of th i s  E IS proceeding, I will al l ow  

comment o n  that issue as wel l a s  other i ssues individual 

commentors do feel relevant. However,  as the hearings 

officer , I do reserve the right to ask commentors to keep 

their comments relevant to the subject matter if I determine 

that necessa ry to do so. 

Mov ing on into the process. After we complete 

the development of the record through these hearings, the 

Department wil l  then in turn review the record that we 

develop and then may choose to do one of the fol lowing: It 

may modify, supplement or reissue the Draft Envi ronmental 

Impact Statement prior to i ssuing a Final EIS. It may also 

choose to i ssue a Draft Env i rorunental Impact Statement as 
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the f i nal EIS without modif ication. A record of decision 

which will identify the env i ronmentally prefe r r ed 

alternative chosen by the Depa r tment , along with pract i cable 

means to avoid or minimize env i or nmental harm from the 

alternative selected, will be developed. 

The Department, as a matter of federal 

regulation, cannot proceed with th i s  proposed act i on which 

wil l be contained in the Reco rd of Decision unt il a minimum 

of 3 0  days has passed from the date of issuance of the Final 

EIS. Under cur r ent schedul es, the Department of Energy 

intends to issue a Final EIS and a Record of Decision later 

thi s  yea r .  

T o  govern the conduct o f  t h i s  and t h e  other 

publ ic hearings in th is proceeding, have developed several 

procedures, in consultation both with the Depa rtment of 

Energy as well as the representatives of pUbl ic interest 

groups who are partici pating in these proceeding. These 

procedures were final ized on Ma r ch 24th, and d i st r i buted to 

interested pa rties,  along with interested indiv idual s .  

have previously marked the procedures w e  are fol l ow ing a s  

Exhibit No. 3 ,  and they hav e been incl uded in the formal 

record .  In add i t i on t o  that, Exhibit No. 4 ,  which I have 

submitted for the record, is a compr ehensive l i sting of all 

DOE publ ic involvement activ ities associated with the 

devel opment of th i s  Draft Envi ronmental Impact Statement. 
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Now, turning for a moment to the procedures 

that we are going to follow. The f i rst one is that other 

than my opening statement, which I am del iver ing at th is 

point, the Department of Energy or its contractors will not 

be making comme nts at thi s  hearing. Howev e r ,  senior 

departmental staff membe rs are here in the f ront row. Thei r 

purpose in being here is to l i sten to comments f i rsthand to 

assist them in making the f inal decision i n  th i s  manne r .  

W e  have been receiving comments i n  the 

fol l ow i ng order throughout these hearings and will do so 

agai n today. We ' l l fi rst receive comment from elected and 

appointed federal , state and local governmental official s ;  

fol l owed by representatives o f  national , state and local 

organizations who hav e been pa r t i cipati ng in these hearings ; 

fol l owed by members of the pUbl ic who pr e r egistered to speak 

prior to the end of business on March 1 8th, 1 9 8 8 ,  which was 

the close date for preregist ration; and f inally we ' l l 

receive comment f rom those members of the pUbl i c  who 

registered at the door last Monday to pa r ticipate in th i s  

hearing. 

If you represent an organization i n  this 

pa rticular matte r ,  you will be allowed ten minutes within 

which to make your comments. If you a r e  an individual 

speaking for you r se l f ,  we ' l l allow you f ive minut es. We do 

have a se ries of signal ing devices here at the podium in the 

1 0  
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front to help you keep track of your time. After four 

minutes, if you have five minut es allowed, I ' ll give you the 

green l i ght, which means that YOl' have a minute l ef t ,  and 

then when time is up, I ' ll turn on the red l ight. And the 

same will be true for organizati onal commentors, at ni ne 

minutes I will give you the green l ight .  

Once again, let m e  emphasi z e  that written 

comments receive the same consideration in th is record as do 

oral comments. 50 if you do have written comments, we t d  

greatly appreciate receiving those here at the f ront. You 

may choose to orally comment and provide written comments 

both or, if you would l i ke,  you can j ust leave a copy of the 

wri tten comments with me or mail them to the Department no 

later than Apr i l  2 1 ,  1 9 8 8 ,  which wil l be the close of the 

record in th i s  proceeding. 

I think most of you are aware of the fact that 

we do have speaker l i sts that are posted in the back of the 

room there,  as well as out side the door . They give the 

order that we are going to fol l ow with our speakers today. 

We do sol icit the receipt of questions from 

indiv idual s here. Because of th e press of time, we have not 

been abl e to respond orally to questions but , as 

mentioned, we do greatly encourage those who have questions, 

to submit them to us. We do have a form that you can f il l  

out , give u s  your name and address and the question you 

1 1  
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would .l i ke to ask . Once we have it in hand, the Depa rtment 

will provide the w ritten response to you and mai l  it to 

you. All questions and answers will  be inCluded in the 

hearing record of th i s  proceeding_ 

Finally, I ' d  l i ke to indi cate that if you do 

have visual aids or charts or other types of mate rial s ,  we l d  

ask that you can use them ,  whether or not instructive. 

We would simply ask that you have a record sized document 

that we could receive up here to incl ude in the record i f  

you are using v i sual mate rial s .  

Finally, this i s  a record proceeding. 

Everything that i s  being said at these hearings i s  being 

recorded by the court reporter who is here in the f ront of 

the room. 50 accordingly, in order to f ul ly and accurately 

capture your comments for the reco rd, we need to have you 

step forward when your time comes to comment to the podium, 

speak clearly into the microphone so that we can hear.  l I d  

first ask that you give your name and address. 

Any questions about the procedures or about 

the EI5 process itself,  I I d be glad to respond to those 

dur ing the var i ous breaks we are going to have th roughout 

the course of th i s  hea ring. In addition to that, there are 

folks from the Department of Ene rgy back at the r eg i stration 

table that can take those questi ons from you at any time . 

With that, we t l l  move di rectly into our 
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receipt of publ ic comment at this point in the afternoon. A 

March 3 1 ,  1 9 8 8 ,  continuation hea r i ng l ist has been provided 2 

to those who want it . I have the master l i st here in f ront 

of me. 

I have been informed that the f i rst 

individual , former Governor John Evans, will not be 

attending today, so we i l l go on to the second pe r son on our 

list, Mr. Don Hancock, Southwest Research and Information 

Center.  Is MI . Hancock here? 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICE R :  should mention that I will 

go through this l i st once, and then at the conclusion, after 

we have gone through the l i s t ,  anybody whose name is on the 

l i st and I have not called your name, I would ask you to 

identify yourse l f  so that we can make sure we get your 

comment s. 

We ' ll move now to witness' numbe r three, 

Josephine Lowe, Josephine Lowe. 

( No response . )  

HEAR ING OFFICE R :  Order number fou r ,  Vance 

Hanawal t .  
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VANCE HANAWALT, 

appearing as a witness, testif ied as follows: 

MR. HANAWALT : Let me get organized here 

first .  My name is Vance Hanawal t .  I l ive a t  Hailey, 

Idaho. have been a resident there for 15 yea rs.  

Fi rst of al l ,  for the record, I would l i ke to 

say that I am adamantly opposed to the SIS Project that is 

proposed to be bu i l t  here in Idaho. 

The second thing I would l i ke to do is read a 

statement that ' s  on the fi rst page of the Draft 

Environmental Impact Statement which, to me, says it al l .  

-Thi s  book was prepared as a n  account of work 

sponsored by an agency of the United States Government. 

Neither the United States Government nor any agency thereof, 

nor any of thei r employees, makes any warranty, express or 

impl ied, or assumes any legal l iabil ity or responsibil ity 

for the accuracy, compl eteness, or usefulness of any of the 

information, apparatus, product or process disclosed, or 

represents that its use would not infringe privately owned 

rights. -

oppose the SIS Proj ect f rom two pe r sonal 

23 points of view. One, f rom a moral -- morally, and the other 

24 one from an env i ronment standpoint. 

25 There are 5 bil l ion peopl e ,  less or minus, on 

13 14 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 
P.O.  Box 57 8 ,  Boise, ID 83701 P . O. Box 57 8 ,  Boise, ID 83701 

1 . 1  

2 . 3  

1

2

3

4

6

8

15

1

1

3

4

5

6

7

8

1



0'\ 
co 
-.J 

4 . 1 3 

4 . 1 4 

6 . 1 . 2 

5 

8 

9 

1 0  

11 

12 

13 

1 4  

15 

16 

17 

1 8  

1 9  

2 0  

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

this planet .  With taking the U . S. ' s  nuclear warheads and 

combining it with the sov iet ' s  warheads, it gives us 

approximately 20 , 0 0 0  pounds of TNT per pe r son. think that 

we have enough bombs. I do n ' t  think that we need any more. 

It seems at a time when we are trying to wind 

down the nuclear prol iferation, it seems that negotiations 

are starting to warm up towards the sov iet Union, that we 

should not be thinking of making more pl utonium for more 

bombs . It seems insane . The weapons that will be disa rmed 

seem , to me, to fulfill  the needs of any plutonium that 

we ' ll need i n  the futU re.  

My second reason for oppo sing the SIS facility 

at INEL is one of env i ronmental reasons. It seems to me 

that we are building a facil i ty that in the long-run i s  

going to j ust pollute th i s  env i ronment, t h e  Arco dese r t .  

Its effect will b e  one that affects not only t h e  Arco 

dese r t ,  the people of Idaho Fal l s ,  but the states that 

surround us.  

It amazes me that this thing , the planning of 

it has gone thi s  far without being brought to the publ ic ' s  

attention, that i t  could have ev en gotten th is far.  

The people that I elected, I hope , I know the 

ones that I voted for, most of them lost , do not represent 

my decision i n  bri nging this project to this state. I would 

say, and I will try, if th is thing proceeds any further, 
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with al l my might, t o  bring this t o  a vote of the people of 

thi s state. 

(Applause. ) 

MR. HANAWALT :  do n ' t  bel ieve that the people 

that are representing me i n  Cong r ess have made the right 

deci sion. So, therefore, the only way that the people of 

Idaho can say what they really want is on a vote, on a 

bal lot , and I think that that ' s  where it ' s  got to go. 

The other -- the other -- Am I out of time 

al ready? Okay. 

j ust wanted to go down saying that I oppose 

i t .  

(Applause . ) 

HEARING OFFICER:  We ' l l move to order nubmer 5 

on ou r l i st ,  Cody Walden, Cody Walden. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER:  Order 6 ,  Bill McPherson, 

Bill  McPherson. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Order 7 ,  Sean Bar rigar,  

Bar rigar, Sean Bar rigar.  

Lor i s  G raves. 

( No response . ) 

REARING OFFICER: Order eight, Lor i s  Graves, 

( No response . )  
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BEARING OFFICER : Order 9 ,  Ted Machacek, Ted Spain. 

Ma chacek.  2 ( No response . )  

( No response . )  HEARING OFFICER:  Orde r  1 8 ,  Lecia Hanawal t, 

BEARING OFFICER: Order 1 0 ,  Johna Pletcher, Lecia H anawal t. 

Johna Pletcher. ( No response . ) 

( No response . )  HEARING OFFICER: D. J. Yaege r ,  D. J .  Yaeger .  

HEARING OFFICER: Order number 1 1 ,  Richard ( No response . )  

Shotwel l ,  Richard S hotwel l .  HEARING OFFICER : Order 2 0 ! Albert Wilson, 

( No response . )  Albert Wilson. 

1 0  HEARING OFFICER: Order 1 2 ,  Steve Garmon, 1 0  ( No response . )  

11 Steve Garmon. 11 HEARING OFFICER : Order 21 , Michael McQueen, 

0'\ 1 2  ( No response . )  12 Michael McQueen. 
CO 
CO 13 HEARING OFFICER : Order numbe r 1 3 ,  Tim Reinke, 1 3  ( No response .. ) 

1 4  Tim Reinke. 14 HEARING OFFICER:  Order 2 2 ,  Cathy Lind ,  Cathy 

1 5  ( No response . )  1 5  Lind. 

16 HEARING OFFICER : Order 1 4 ,  Ronald E. Woods, 16 ( No response . )  

17 Ronald E .  Woods. 17 HEARING OFFICER:  Order 23,  Stoney Burke, 

1 8  ( No response . )  1 8  Stoney Burke. 

19 HEARING OFFICER: Order 1 5 ,  Terry White, Terry 19 ( No response . )  

20 White. 20 HEARING OFFICER:  Order 24,  Steve Straiton, I 

21 ( No response . ) 2 1  believe it ' s  Steve Straiton. 

22 HEARING OFFICER : Order 16 , Jini Griff ith, 22 ( No response . ) 

23 Jini Griff ith. 23 HEARING OFFICER:  Order 2 5 ,  Darrel Fut r el l ,  

2 4  ( No response . )  2 4  Da r rel Fut r el l .  

25 HEARING OFFICER : Order 17 , Roy Spain, Roy 2 5  ( No response . )  
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REAR ING OFFICER: Orde r 26 , Dave Egan, Dave 

Egan. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Order 27 , Paul Caputo, Paul 

Caputo. 

( No response . )  

HEAR ING OFFICE R :  Orde r 2 8 ,  John caccia, John 

Caccia. 

( No response. ) 

BEAR ING OFFICER:  Number 2 9 ,  Richard 

WietllOrn. 

RICHARD WIETHORN, 

appearing as a witness, test if ied as fol l ow s :  

MR. WIETHORN: M y  name is Richard Wiethorn. 

live in Bailey ,  Idaho, Box 2 5 4 2 ,  83333 . 

proposal . 

Thi s  is a case for no action on the SIS 

In 1945 Albert Einstein wrot e :  -The unleashed 

power of the atom has changed everything, save our modes of 

thinking, and thus we drift towards unparal l el ed 

catastrophe . -

Forty-four years later the SIS symbolizes the 

tip of the icebe rg for this catastrophic mode of thinking. 

1 9  
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T h e  0 . 5. has a 2 5 , 0 0 0  p l u s  nuclear war head ar senal with 

approximately 100 tons of - r edundancy , ·  -technological 

diversity· and - f l exibi l i ty · in the form of weapons-grade 

plutonium. The people of Idaho and the u . s. are being asked 

to believe that the SIS, with approximately six tons of 

legally av ailable feed plutoni um will provide an essential 

el ement of nati onal security. Instead, the SIS will provide 

psychol ogical , envi ronmental and economic disaster for Idaho 

and the u . s. Th i s  is a major degradation of national 

security, the security of the l ives and wel fare of the u . s . 

citizens and our f ragil e global ecosystem. This contrasts 

with the SIS proposed security for some DOE and DOD j obs , 

and the security of inanimate warheads and concrete silos. 

The only pe rmanent solution to our national 

security will come f rom a change in our thinking to see that 

war of any kind is no longer an acceptable mode of resolving 

conflict .  

I f  it is truely t h e  DOE ' s  wish t o  improve 

Idaho and national security ,  the DOE could best ut i l i z e  our 

tax monies and scientific expe rti se by attempt i ng to clean 

up the grotesque and om inous mess f rom thei r past and 

present proj ects. 

(Applause. ) 

MR. WIETBORN : INEL has been a temporary 

storage site of transuranic waste for the past 3 5  yea r s .  

2 0  
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With a growing 4 . 4  mill ion cubic feet of transuranic wastes, 

which does and will include 150 tons of damaged Three Mi l e  

Isl and reactor cor e ,  INEL and had are becoming know as the 

nati onal waste storage site. Estimates range f rom an 

optimist i c  five to a pragmatic 30 yea rs for the possible 

development of a pe rmanent waste di sposal site. 

Waste storage at INEL can be v iewed as 

temporary only in regards to the half-life of plutonium. 

Viewed f rom the eyes of the human population of Idaho, the 

storage real i ty sti nks of pe rmanency. The addition of tons 

of transuranic waste produced annually by the SIS plant is 

unacceptabl e to Idaho and, hence , the U . S. security at 

1 0  

1 1  

1 2  

home.. The growing gap between t h e  desires o f  government and 13 

the l iv i ng reality of its citiz ens represents an 

unacceptable shift towards a total itarian form of 

government. 

In 1776 Thomas Jeffe rson, wrote in the 

Declaration of Independence of man ' s  unal ienable rights, 

life,  liberty and the pu rsuit of happi ness. 212 yea rs later 

these basic rights of the citiz enry still still need a 

strong grassroots defense. I support the no action option 

for the Special Isotope Sepa rator. 

(Applause. ) 

MR. WIETHORN: also have another letter here 

from a lady named Carol Palmer who is opposed to it, and I 

2 1  
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have another page which detai l s  the inadequacies o f  the 

DEIS. 

HEARING OFFICE R :  The written comments of 

Richard W iethorn will be included in the record as Exhibit 

No. 7 6 8 .  The written statement will be 7 6 8 ,  and the 

suppo r t i ng document that goes with it will also be Exhibit 

No. 7 6 8 .  The w r itten comments of Carol Palmer of Bellevue, 

Idaho, will be included in the record as Exhibit No. 7 6 9 .  

Mov ing n ow  t o  o r d e r  number 3 0  o n  t h e  afternoon 

list, Doyle Beck, Mr. Doyle Beck.  

( No response . )  

HEAR ING OFFICER : Order 3 1 ,  Lita West. 

LITA WEST, 

appearing as a witness,  test i f ied as fol l ow s :  

MS.  WEST : Good afte rnoon. My name is L ita 

West, and I l ive in Bellevue, Idaho. And I ' m  a cattle 

rancher and farmer in that area.  And having test imony 

reviewed by the De pa r tment of Ene r gy makes me feel l ike I ' m  

talking t o  my mother-in-law about the shortcomings o f  her 

son, but anyway • • •  

(Applause. ) 

MS. WEST : I feel very , very strongly about 

this facil ity. "ore than the facil ity itsel f being put 
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anywhere in t h e  w o r l d ,  I feel v e r y  strongly about the 

phil osophy behind it.  

I had the good fortune one day to pick up 

Johnathan Shel l ' s  book, which I r ecommend you look at, 

called Fate of the Earth which tal k s  in very detailed form 

about what it means to have a nuclear war .  

T o  have a nucl ear war means t o  end l i f e  o n  the 

planet as we know it. Less severe,  but think equally 

devastating, would be to have SOme sort of accident. 

To think of entertaining this facility in our 

midst is to think that nuclear war is a reasonable and 

logical path for resolving conflict in the wor l d .  I can ' t  

conceive of it.  

My own feeling i s  thi s ;  I would rather that I 

and my child and my children ' s  chi ldren l ive in slavery for 

2 , 0 0 0  years or more rather than take away the option of 

having any solution to thei r problems whatsoever.  

A very limited nuclear war ,  even with 

so-called cl ean nuclear weapons, would topple every 

government and economy as we now know it . We, as a nation, 

cannot survive such l imited war . So then what are we really 

di scussing here? Are we really talking about meeting 

expenditure levels to saf eguard an arm of the DOE? 

When I l ived in Cal ifornia up in the Bay area, 

I l ived next to a j anitor who worked at the Lawrence 

23 
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Radiation L a b ,  and he would tell m e  every yea r ,  before they 

submitted thei r budget they would throw out al l thei r office 

furniture in order to keep thei r expenditure levels high. 

And I see a recognized nod there.  

Are we talking here of underwriting the 5 . 3 0 . 4 . 1 4 
6 massive problems that Hanford has and try to figure out how 

7 the hell it ' s  going to get r i d  of and store nuclear waste? 

When our nation ' s  planes are being used to fly 

drugs for the middl e American dictators to fund thei r wars, 

10 certainly the possibility that our government resources 

11 could be used for the shoring up of scrap ut i l i ties i s  a 

1 2  real possibility. 

13 We have had a pa r ti al melt-down at the INEL. 

14 I have f riends and farmers in Ca rey who, as childr en, 

15 remember the men coming ar ound and tell ing them not to eat 

16 the snow. They know that three men were buried in the 

17 concrete shield that was poured over the reactor. We al l 5 . 1 .  4 6  
1 8  see t h e  tumors o n  t h e  f i s h  taken from t h e  fish farms in the 

1 9  Thousand Springs areas where the Lost River flows into the 5 . 6 . 9  
20 Snake. 

21 If j obs are needed ,  cleaning these hot spots 5 . 3 0 . 5 . 1  
22 should be our highest priority and would afford us any 

23 number of jobs . 

24 Tell me, why is the sage ' s  growth pattern 

25 different around the INEL ? 
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Who else can w e  look t o  to clean u p  the 

radiation? 

Solvency is pove r ,  but it is unnece ssa rily 

expensive proj ect s ,  such as this, such as submar ines that 

don ' t  wor k ;  tanks, jets that don ' t  wor k ,  that produce to 

tangible good, that wastes United States talents and monies 

and our l imited resources. These have reduced our 

government to unbearable indebtedness. 

Insolvency leaves us wide open for take-over 

by a total ita r i an father to save us f rom the lack of 

solvency and the breakdown of economic order . 

No one is sel l ing out our f r eedom but our 

l eaders, to buy the i r  election and thei r reelection. Today 

we have the best gover nment money can buy. 

Gary Pa r k .  

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Order numbe r 3 2 ,  Gary Pa r k ,  

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER: Orde r 33 , Edith Wiethorn. 

EDITH WIETHORN, 

appea r i ng as a witness, testif ied as fol l ow s :  

M S .  WIETBORN : My name is Edith Wiethorn, and 

I l ive at Hailey ,  Idaho. 
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I want to state today that oppose building 

the SIS plutoni um refinery in Idaho, and suppo r t  the no 

action option for the SIS. 

The Draft Envi ronmental Impact Statement i s  

fatally flawed i n  two major way s .  First,  i t  does not take 

into account the bi g picture,  which is a biologically 

sustainable future on the planet. Plutonium technology is a 

g r ave threat to a sustainabl e future, whether it is used for 

bombs or for nuclear fue l .  

Plutonium technol ogy threatens l ife o n  earth 

because it increases background radiation, and there ' s  no 

level of radiation which is without biological effect s .  

Plutonium technology releases f reon i nto the 

atmosphere. We know that f reon causes loss of ozone from 

the atmosphere. Last fal l ,  after a study by more than 1 0 0  

scientists from around t h e  wo r l d ,  an internati onal tr eaty 

was signed to phase out technology and products which 

release freon. 

Plutonium technology generates chemical toxins 

20 which cannot be absorbed into the envi ronment wi thout harm, 

2 1  

2 2  

2 3  

2 4  

2 5  

and we know that pollut i on o f  groundwater i s  a rising 

problem across Ame rica. 

Nuclear weapons and a nuclear deterrent to 

war, which seemed to exist when Ame r i ca invented the bomb, 

have boomeranged back to us. Our mil itary industrial 
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compl ex has exported nuclear technol ogy around the worl d, 

and today many smal l and pol iti cally volatile count ries have 

nuclear technol ogy. Today our great need is a new deter rent 

to war, and I do not mean a new generation of laser weapons, 

but a world view which suppor t s  a sustainable future on the 

planet . 

The second maj or flaw of the Draft 

Envi ronmental Impact Statement is that it ignores everyday 

real ity ;  the reality that nuclear technology has proven to 

be unsafe. The Draft Environmental Impact Statement gives 

us circular, simpl istic assurances about safety which simply 

are not credible. Anyone who has read the new spaper in the 

past several decades knows of the devastating accidents, 

spil l s ,  leaks and storage problems which have given r i se to 

the SuperFund and multi-bill ion dol lar cl ean-up bil l s  at an 

ar ray of nucl ear sites which incl udes the INEL right here in 

Idaho. 

The Draft Env i ronmental Impact Statement 

of fers a safe and sunny version of the SIS,  which is l ike 

looking at the sunny, tidy surface of things at INEL. The 

reality is that bel ow the tidy surf ace, the aquifer is 

al ready polluted with triti um and threatened with the 

transuranic wastes which are leaching below their storage 

site. 

The SIS would generate more transuranic 

27 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 
P. O. Box 57 8 ,  Boi se , ID 83701 

5 

1 0  

11 

12 

13 

14 

1 5  

16 

17 

18 

1 9  

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

wastes. Governor Andrus has stated that he does not support 

long-term waste storage in Idaho. Yet, the reality is that 

the INEL stores waste which the Depa rtment of Energy 

promised to remove many years ago . 

People in New Mexico bitterly oppose the waste 

storage site which has been proposed there. And now there 

i s  seepage . And seepage was impl icated where a Russian 

waste dump i n  the U ral Mountains exploded in March 195 8 .  

Clouds o f  radiation were blown miles hundreds o f  miles, and 

the area is now a wasteland. And drivers are warned not to 

stop as they pass through. bel ieve the people in New 

Mexico will succeed in reject ing the waste dump. And no one 

wants long-term waste storage now that the short-term 

real ities have become common knowledge. 

Life in Idaho depends on the aqui fer.  We 

can ' t  call in water from some other place in the arid west 

if we SCrew up the aqui fer.  Agr i culture depends on the 

aquifer and cl ean env ironment. To urism depends upon the 

aquifer and a clean environment. To build a plutonium 

ref i nery on top of the Snake Riv e r  Aquifer would be a 

reckless insul t to the gi ft of life contained in our water .  

I t  would be a sac r i l ege. It rem inds me of an obse rvation 

from Jules Henry, the social psychologi st . Be sa i d ,  -L ife 

tempts us with smal l favors to commit great crimes . -

bel ieve the jobs the SIS would offer are 

2 8  
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small favors as compa red with the threat the SIS would offer 

to the existing economy in Idaho' and to the biosphere. 

Yet, the need for j obs is not a smal l matter . 

And when I look at the people who want the j obs, I see thei r 

energy and str ength and their can-do attitude, and I feel 

l i ke I ' m  looking at Borne of the best qual ities in human 

nature. But those qual ities need to be appl ied to a worthy 

task. I believe the highest chal lenge for our political 

leaders and planners i s  to lead toward technology and 

progress which is l ife supporting and to phase out death 

industries .  

There i s  such leadership i n  o u r  national 

Senate and House, but i t ' s  not coming f rom Idaho. It ' s  

coming f rom Cal ifornia, Wisconsi n, Montana, Massachusetts • • •  

( Appl ause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Exhibit No. 770 for the 

written record will be written comments of Edith Wiethorn of 

Hailey, Idaho. 

Woodal l .  

Next scheduled commentor at thi s  point i s  Gene 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Is there anyone on the 

preregi stered l i st that I have j ust gone through that has 

come in the room and not had a chance to yet comme nt? 

Okay. 
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What I ' m  going to d o  i s ,  I know there ' s  one 

individual on the preregistered l i st for the evening session 

that i s  he re, I ' ll go ahead and accommodate her at thi s  

point .  

I s  there anyone el se preregistered for the 

evening session who would l i ke to comment thi s  afternoon? 

Pl ease state you r name and address for the 

record.  

JUDI GREEN, 

appearing as a witness, testif ied as fol l ow s :  

Idaho. 

el se .  

MS. GREEN : I ' m  J udi Green f rom Je rome, 

I don ' t  think we need the SIS here or anywhere 

(Applause. ) 

MS. GRE EN :  bel i eve the SIS Proj ect would be 

harmful to our chi l dren and future gene rations. I would 

l i ke to be a grandmother. 

I ' m  an Idahoan and I don ' t  bel ieve i t  would be 

right for Idaho to add misery to the rest of the world by 

becoming a producer of plutoni um .  And I ' m  against the SIS 

because I feel that it would be detr imental to the economy 

and the env i ronment of Idaho. It ' s  real simpl e, we don ' t  

3 0  
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need death ; we need l i f e .  

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : At this pOint we will now 

move on to the l i st of at-the-door registrations that we 

received at the beginning of this hearing last Monday . I ' l l 

begin with order number 1 ,  Michael Fr eeman. Michael 

Freeman. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : The written comments of Judi 

Green of Jerome, Idaho, will be included as Exhibit No. 771 

for the record.  And the written comments of Susan L.  

Qual l s ,  Q-u-a- l-!-s, of Jerome, Idaho, wil l be incl uded i n  

t h e  record as Exhibi t N o .  772 . 

We ' l l now move to order number 2 on the 

afternoon at-the-door registration l i st , Michell e  Winter,  

Michel l e  Wint e r .  

( NO response . )  

HEARING OFFICE R :  Order number 3 ,  Phyllis 

Gil ette, Phyl l i s  G i l ette. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Order 4 ,  Charles Par k ,  

Charles Par k .  

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER: Order number 5, Leah 
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Peterson, Leah Peterson. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICE R :  Order number 6 ,  Pa tricia 

Hanggi , Patricia Banggi. 

( No response. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Order number 7 ,  Robe rt M.  

Noyes,  Robert M.  Noyes. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER: Order 8 ,  Erv i n  L .  Huston, 

Erv i n  L. Huston. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Order number 9 ,  Bill 

McCann -- excuse me, Bill McMahan, I ' m  Borry, Bill McMahan. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER: Order number 1 0 ,  Lei l a  

Neil son, Lei l a  Nei l son. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Order 1 1 ,  Gilbe r t  R. Moore. 

MR .  MOORE:  Here. 

HEARING OFFICER : You are up, si r .  State your 

21 name and address for the reco r d ,  please. 
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G ILBERT R .  MOORE, 

appea ring as a witness, test if ied as follows: 

MR. MOORE: Mr.  Eiguren, ladies and gentlemen, 

I saw Hiroshima and Nagasaki a few years after they were 

bombed, H i roshima with uranium-235 and Nagasaki with 

plutonium. Plutoni um i s  what we are talking about here. 

One gram of pluton i um  was the activating 

factor that bl ew up Nagasa k i .  I t ' s  a hor r ible, hor rible 

5 

6 

site, but it was war. 10 

I ' m against the SIS,  either here or anywheres 11 

else. 12 

(Appl ause. ) 1 3  

MR .  MOORE : There h a s  been absolutely no 1 4  

evidence in anything that h a s  been presented s o  f a r  to 1 5  

establ ish a need for i t .  Th i s  i s  the fi rst requi rement of 16 

anything, any proj ect that goes on anywheres is to establ ish 17 

a need. That has not been done. 1 8  

Even the Secretary of the Depa r tment o f  Energy 1 9  

says we a r e  awash in plutoni um .  20 

The SIS i s  a Reagan carry-over from his evil 21 

empi re warmonge r i ng pa r anoia. 22 

( Appl ause. ) 23 

MR.  MOORE : Government of f i cials are 24 

confused. The policies are cont radictory, the same as we 2 5  

3 3  
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see here in Idaho in agricultu r e .  T h e  SIS is a (X>rk barrel 

proj ect . A WPA make-work blunder for would-be 

scienti sts, --

(Applause. ) 

MR. MOORE : -- pol it i cal hacks and fail 

steadily upward govvies. Now , we used to say in i ndustry 

and government, we got kicked upstai rs, that ' s  not nice any 

more. We say the fail steadily upward txpes• 

Now, the total SIS program is dishonest, from 

the false requI rements to the many paid axes to grind 

speakers that we have heard her e.  It also includes our 

elected off icial s ,  politicians with highly questionable 

motives and apparent misplaced loyal ties, throwing away 

bill ions of dol l ar s ,  nobody bel ieves this is going to cost 

1 bi l l i on, not in thei r right mind, and eventually k i l l i ng 

many of our own people from po l l ution. Thi s  is a 

vote-buying and a special inte rest action at its lowest 

level . 

(Applause. ) 

MR. MOORE: Our go',· ernment supports terrorism 

and killing in Isr ael , Lebanon, Nicaragua and El Salvador. 

Now they want to broaden the category with another plutonium 

plant, right here at home. 

Accidents do happen. January 3 rd ,  196 1 ,  three 

men were ki l l ed at INEL . There has been 1 4  notable nuclear 
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accidents since 1 957 . Now, the word notabl e means they are 

the ones we had to admit, we couldn ' t  hide them. 

(Applause. ) 

MR. MOORE; Now, there ' s  been nine of these in 

the United States. Human and equipment fail u res eventually 

fall to the l aws of av erage s .  They have in the past and 

they wil l conti nue to do so. You cannot legislate or buy 

total freedom f rom accidents or we ' d  have bought it long 

ago. 

I n  my considered opinion, the EIS i s  seriously 

deficient i n  three areas . They are : 

First,  there is no radiation maximum al lowance 

tabl es , mak i ng the rest of al l of the radiation al l owances 

meaningless. 

2. The estimated quantities and kinds of 

materials unaccounted for,  that ' s  missing. Thousands of 

k i l os of radioactive mater ial , called MUF, are unaccounted 

for every year f rom these nuclear proceSSing faci l ities.  We 

suspect most of it goes into the ai r as ai r pollution, 

unreported. 

Thi rd ,  there i s  no study of the effects on 

tou r i sm or ag r i culture, short or long-term. And remembe r ,  

the ground gets j ust as pol l uted a s  the ai r we breath. And 

everyone in this room, adul ts,  both f rom natural radiation 

and f rom man-made radiation, al ready has a substantial 
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amount of i t .  We don ' t  need more.  

Now, we go to a l ittle different subject 

here. If a nuclear deY ice -- oh , my goodness, I can I t tell 

you about EMP. 

At any rate, thank you k i ndly. 

(Applause . ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Mr.  Moore,  we didn ' t  get 

your address, si r .  

MR .  MOORE : Oh, excuse me, I ' l l j ust give you 

a copy of it here. 

HEARING OFFICER : Al l right. Thank you. The 

wri tten comments of Gilbert Moo r e  of Twin Fal l s ,  Idaho, will 

be incl uded i n  the record dS Exhibi t  7 7 3 .  

We are now t o  order 1 2 ,  Debbie Kraal , Debbie 

K r aal . 

( No response . )  

BEARING OFFICER : Order 1 3 ,  Bob Ransom. 

BOB RANSOM, 

appea r i ng as a Witness, test i f ied as fol l ows:  

MR. RANSOM: My name i s  Bob Ransom. I l ive in 

Fil er , Idaho. I ' m  a native of Idaho. 

First ,  I ' d  l i k e  to acknowledge the Department 

of Energy, for nev er have I felt such conv iction to r i se and 
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be heard. I have heard a lot and read a lot about the fl ack 

2 given to emotional testimony. I have not recognized 
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emotional constipation a s  an ailment i n  Idaho. 

(Applause. ) 

MR. RANSOM: I believe emotion in testimony to 

a deep- felt commitment to opposit ion through the knowledge 

these people have should not be di scredited. How can you 

not be emot ional about life? 

Recently spent three months in B i sbee, 

Arizona. The experience afforded me a heightened 

appreciation for the environment and respect for life and 

its lack of permanence. I was aw e-struck at man ' s  

destructive force infl icted upon the env ironment i n  form of 

an idle, open-pit mine where once stood a mountain.  

Ironically,  my respect for life developed 

through wor king with death as a f i rst-call man and an 

embalming assistant. I heard many comments about an 

accident ' s  l ow  probability as i f  that in itself could 

prevent an accident. Let me tell you something about 

accidents. No one need tell me about probability as I 

wrapped my arms around a man ' s  bloody body to f r ee it from 

wreckage. No one need counsel me on an accident ' s  

unpredictability or suddenness a s  steam rose from a 

half-eaten hamburger just beyond the body of a mother. And 

no one can give life back to a child, and it ' s  up to our 
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imagination a s  t o  what could have been. 

I pray that these sentiments are never 

afforded Idaho in connect ion with SIS. 

Ther e ' s  absolutely nO way I would support a 

proj ect that poses such a tr emendous threat to the 

envi ronment, economy and certainly life, not only that of 

Idaho. The proposed SIS is such a project. 

The dif ficult economic situation in this 

region has encouraged some people to play host to a proj ect 

that comes to us under exaggerated governmental need and 

benefit to the people of Idaho. 

The fact that the Department of Energy would 

consider a site i n  both a geologically active area and above 

the Snake River Pl ain Aquifer shows its callous and 

suspicious disregard to the environmental long-term 

well-being of the people within the area of impact. 

(Applause. ) 

MR. RANSOM : In 197 1 the DOE assured our 

Governor Andrus that exist i ng waste would be removed from 

its temporary hold i ng at IN EL .  It never happened. Recently 

studies have show n  that pluton i um  has contaminated sediment 

beds 2 3 0  feet below the bu r i al grounds . Again,  there i s  

much uncertai nty over a site f o r  the radioactive waste 

produced by the SIS Project. Thi s ,  added to the al ready 

existing poor record in transporting waste, certainly marks 

3 8  
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the credibility of DOE ' s  assurance of safety as dubious. 

Not only do I oppose the SIS in Idaho, but 

oppose its construction anywhe re.  I do not consider support 

for SIS as being support for peace. Any force will 

gravitate to that which offers the least resistance. What 

about the resistance to peace that we are now faced w ith, a 

project designed with the sole intent to k i l l .  

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : The written comments of 

Robe r t  Ransom will be entered i n  the record as Exhibit No. 

774 . 

Mov ing now to the 1 4 th ord e r ,  Amy Wal k e r ,  Amy 

Walker . 

(No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER :  Order I S ,  Randall Morgan, 

Randall Morgan. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : O rder 1 6 ,  Arl o  R. Kent. 

ARLO KENT, 

appea r i ng as a witness, test i f i ed as follows: 

MR. KENT: I ' m  Arlo Kent from Twin Fal l s . 

I won ' t  take much of your time, I j ust wanted 

to voice my opposition to the S I S .  I think we should make 

3 9  
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Our minds up on this i ssue, and one of the main reasons I 

2 have, I ' l l state it briefly, I do not have any conf idence in 

my government. 

Now, one of the reasons even these standards 

5 are set for radiation levels and so on, it ' s  a simple matter 

to change the standards, and I f ind th i s  prevalent in so 

many different governmental act i ons;  that when the tests and 

the standards are set, if the test does not meet the 

standard, the standa rd is changed to meet the test. 

10 Now , without conf idence in our government and 

11 our l eade rs,  I don ' t  know how that I can, as an individual , 

12 accept this program. 

13 Now , we are told those that suppo rt it,  it ' s  

1 4  for our best heal th, interest and our wel fare. I ' m  so damn 

15 t i red of hav ing my government do things for me that I don ' t  

1 6  need -- that I ' m  sick of it.  

17 Thank you. 

1 8  (Applause . )  

19 HEARING OFFICE R :  Order 17 , Virginia Ash. 

2 0  

2 1  VIRGINIA ASH, 

22 appear ing as a witness, testif ied as follows: 

23 

24 

2 5  

M S .  ASH : I ' m  V i rginia Ash ; address , 809 11th 

Avenue North, Buhl . I ' m  a candidate for the Idaho House, 

4 0  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 
P. O. Box 57 8 ,  Boise , ID 83701 

3 . 2 . 2  

1

3

4

6

7

8

9

23

24

774.

39

I

1

3

4

6

7

8

9

19



5 

7 

1 0  

1 1  

""-.l 1 2  
0 
0 1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  

1 8  

1 9  

2 0  

2 1  

2 2  

5 . 24 . 1 8 23 

2 4  

2 5  

Dist r i ct 23 , Seat C.  

In speaking w ith different people about thi s  

hearing, I f ind there i s  some conf usion. W e  need to 

unde r stand f i rst that there is a difference between sse and 

SIS.  The SSC is the Superconducting super Col l ide r .  I t  i s  

to b e  t h e  largest scient i f i c  instrument ever t o  be made and 

needed a home. And in Idaho, we offered a home, we begged 

for it, but we were turned down because we fell short in the 

area of regional resources. We l acked the great research 

university near INEL , the ai rpo r t  facilities needed, and 

cultural , recreationa l ,  housing and employment opportuni ties 

for staff and their famil ies and a good educati onal system 

for the children of the scientists who would be working on 

the SSC. The SSC could be cal l ed in a term we al l 

understand, beni gn. 

The SIS, the Speci al Isotope Separator, i s  a 

laser sepa ration technology to be used to purify plutoni um .  

I wonder how many here remember t h e  o l d  song we used to 

sing, -Prai se the Lord and Pass the Ammunition -? But we use 

the term now , pu r i fy plutonium for nucl ear weapons. 

Some experts claim it i s  only a pa rtially 

developed technology and i s  expe r i mental . In terms we can 

all  understand, the SIS could be labeled mal ignant. Are we 

the ideal site, a wasteland? 

We all unde rstand that there are four choices 
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that the DOA can mak e ;  Banford, the Savannah River plant, 

INEL or no action. 

I vote for the No Action Alternative because, 

and I ' m  going to quote f rom Page S-ll , the Executive Summary 

from the Draft Env i ronmental Impact Statement. I won ' t  

quote al l of it,  but the idea i s  that "The No Action 

Alternative would not result i n  changes to continuing 

ope rations at the Banford site, the Savannah River plant or 

any other DOE site. Blending f uel-grade plutonium with 

newly produced plutonium and h i gher than weapon-grade purity 

will cont i nue to provide an option for the production of 

weapon-grade plutonium i r respective of whether the SIS 

Proj ect i s  constructed and ope rated . -

So why do we need this new operation, 

especially when our national debt and def icit are so great? 

And why should it be in Idaho? Why should i t  be bu i l t  where 

there i s  r i sk of high magnitude ear thquakes along major 

faul t l i nes which extend southeastward beneath INEL? 

Anything having t o  do with nucleAr poses a 

potential danger to the popul ation, no matter how carefully 

the j obs are done, but there seems to be wor ry and concern 

about the SIS than usual . Some of these concerns are that 

plutonium spontaneously ignites when exposed to ai r ;  a tiny 

speck, inhaled or on skin, can cause cance r ;  the 

transportation on public highways by armed ca r r i e r s ;  Idaho 
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could become t h e  disposal s i t e  f o r  long-lived radioactive 

waste from SIS. A process called blending now in use by the 

DOE at another fa cil ity can produce weapon-grade plutonium 

from fuel-grade plutonium for l ess money, a factor of great 

importance at th i s  time in U . S. history, when we have become 

the world ' s  debtor nation. OUI money has to go where i t  is 

most needed. 

Why do you think the states of Nevada, Utah, 

Idaho, western Washington, Wyom ing have been chosen for 

nuclear bomb tests, toxic waste di sposal , nuclear weapons 

production afternoon and silo missiles? Because they want 

to pump bi ll ions into our economy ? 

Is it because of the beautiful canyonlands of 

Utah? Of the awesome scenery of Idaho and Washington, of 

the vast empty, yet l ovel y ,  expanses of Wyoming, because of 

the excitement of Las Vegas? 

There i s  one were plausible, appa rently 

reasonabl e, answer ; our sparse population. We are 

expendabl e. 

( Applause. ) 

MS. ASH : In 1981 Joel Garreau publ ished a 

book, The Nine Nations of North Amer i ca, and he l i sted the 

states I mentioned as being in this area called the -Empty 

Quarter - . And his prognosis for thi s  area, these states, 

rich in oil , gas, precious minerals, timbe r ,  farmlands, is 
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that i t  w i l l  become the national sacrifice area. 

Are we expendabl e ?  

vote no to t h e  S IS .  

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: The vri tten comments of 

Virgi nia Ash of Buhl , Idaho, viII be included in the record 

as Exhibit 775 . 

We ' ll move to commentor order 1 8 ,  Edward C.  

Shokal . 

EDWARD C. SHOKAL, 

appearing as a witness, test i f ied as fol lows : 

MR. SHOKAL : Mr.  Heaing Off ice r ,  ladies and 

gentl emen. Th i s  is my revised copy. 

My name i s  Edward C.  Shokal , and I l ive in 

Hagerman, Idaho. I ' m  a member of the Ame r i can Chemical 

SOCiety, 5 0  years, American Geological Society of America 

and was made an honorary member of the University of 

Cal i f ornia Chapte r  of the Sigma Xi in 1 9 5 2 .  

I want t o  g o  o n  record that the S I S  plant 

should not be bu i l t  i n  Idaho or anywhe re else at thi s  

time --

(Applause. ) 

MR. SHOKAL : for ,the fol l ow ing reasons : 
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1 .  The need for the SIS is not urgent but 

de-si rabl e. While a marvelous scie'nti f ic project, it is 

experimental and expensive with a cost of about a bill ion 

dol l ars.  

2 .  The military budget , as set,  has urgent 

projects that need attention for our national defense. 

These projects should receive attention. They need the 

funding that the SIS Project woul d use. It is to our 

national interest to sel ect urgent projects over desirable 

project s .  Further,  regardless of other mil itary needs, we 

cannot afford to take on proj ect s that have a low pr ior i ty 

on the need l i st , when United Statep Government is bankr upt 

and heavily in debt . 

3 .  The sugge�ted l ocation of INEL has not 

been properly analyzed as evident on reading report DOE, et 

cetera. INEL is al ready contaminated with radioactive 

elements and i s  a candidate for SuperFund clean-funds. 

4 .  It makes "0 long-term common sense to 

bui!d projects l i ke S IS over Idaho ' s  largest aquifer,  

creating a possible env ironmental hazard that could not be 

cor r ected with all the SuperFund money av ailab�e. Thi s  

could practically destroy southern Idaho forever. 

(Applause. ) 

HR. SHOKAL : 5 .  I cannot reconcil� the 

conflict between contam inating our atmosphere with lethal 
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plutonium and urani um and technological progress. 

Specifically I ' m  referr ing to the burning up of satel l ites 

as they fall back to earth. The enri ched urani um and 

plutonium and other radio-isotopes make up the power 

suppl ies , nuclear reactors and fuel cores in the various 

satell ites that are used for photography, communications, 

mil itary and civil agencies. 

When these reactors bu r n  up, the uranium and 

plutonium is burned and converted to dustl i ke pa rticles that 

float around the world until they come to rest, pe rhaps i n  

your l ungs, hai r ,  water suppl ies or lettuce leaves. 

As of 1986 there are about 50 potential ly 

hazardous radio-i sotope satel l i tes orbiting the earth 

car rying over one ton of highly enri ched urani um and 

plutonium. 

Since 1987 the Sov iets have launched 30 

nuclear powered surveill ance spacecraft i n  l ow  orbi t .  While 

these spacecraft have been moved to the 6 0 0  mile orbi t for 

storage for safety, they are subj ect to col l ision. 

Estimates indicate a hype rvelocity pa rticle col l i sion with a 

Soviet reactor could produce a mill ion pa rticles with a 

diameter of 1 milimeter or mor e .  These pa r ticles, ej ected 

into lower orbits, would be a haz ard to low orbit satell ites 

or enter the earth ' s  the atmosphere.  

S i x  nuclear powered soviet satel l i tes have 
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fallen back to earth, and a u . s. spacecraft SNAP-lOA 

launched in 1965 which was expected to last hundreds of 

years started break up. I n  1977 Soviet Cosmos No. 954 fell 

and spread radioactive debr i s  over Canada. Since that 

accident, the atomic reactor pa r t s  of spacecraft have been 

redesigned so that everything bu rn up in the atmosphere. So 

Cosmos No. 1402 fell out of orbit in 1 9 82 , it burned up in 

the atmosphe re.  

In 1986 we had 2 , 8 6 0  pounds of nuclear fuel, 

plus highly radioactive spacecr aft mate rial in orbit. If 

the various space programs proceed as expected, we will add 

at least 3 3 0  pounds of nuclear fuel in orbit every yea r .  

The Soviets send up 100 rockets a s  compa red to 

five or six of the United States. 

Today there are at least six countries that 

have developed nuclear capabi l i t i e s  and are compound ing the 

probl em .  

W e  must become mo re active t o  resolve the 

radioactive contamination regionally and worldwide, before 

the radioactive contam ination, man-made , overtakes us and 

insidiously gets all of us. 

Credits to NASA, Tel edyne Brown and nuclear 

Aviation Week and space Technology. 

Sorry, I have a bad throat. 

(Applause. ) 
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HEARING OFFICER : The written comments of 

2 Edward Shokol will be Exhibit No. 767 in the record.  

Witness orde r 19 , Tom Siemen, Mr.  Tom Siemen. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Order 2 0 ,  Catherine Haynes, 

Catherine Haynes. 

(No response . )  

8 BEARING OFFICER : Order 21 , Phy l l i s  Faye 

Jalette, Phyl l i s  Faye Jalette. 

10 ( No response . )  

11 HEARING OFFICER : O rder 2 2 ,  Sheryl Me r r itt, 

12 Sheryl Me r r itt. 

13 ( No response . )  

1 4  BEARING OFFICER : Orde r 23 , Cheryl Machacek, 

1 5  Cheryl Machace k .  

1 6  ( No response . )  

17 HEARING OFFICER: O rder 2 4 ,  Dr . Peter 

1 8  Richards, Dr.  Peter Richards. 

19 ( No response . )  

20 HEAING OFFICER: Order 2 5  i s  Susan Qual ls,  

21  Susan Qual l s .  

2 2  ( No response . )  

23 HEARING OFFICER: Order 26 i s  Charles J .  

2 4  Chapman. 

2 5  I have gone through both o f  o u r  registration 
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l ists for this afternoon ' s  session once. I ' d  ask at this 

po i nt ,  i s  ther e anyone who registe red to speak who has not 

had the opportunity to do so? 

I s  there anyone who has not registered who 

would l i ke to do so? Okay, this lady in the gray. 

evening. 

MS . FAIRCHILD: I was regi stered for thi s  

BEARING OFFICER : Fine. You may step forward 

and speak nov, if you would l i ke .  

DORIS FAIRCHILD, 

appearing as a witness, testif ied as follow s :  

MS .  FAIRCHILD: My name i s  Do ris Fa i rchi l d  

f r om Buh l ,  Idaho. I ' m representing the Prai rie Falcon 

Audubon Society, which i s  a local chapter of the National 

Audubon Society. 

Before any of you are tempted to close your 

minds to the comments of one of those ·so-called 

envi ronmental i st s , · let me hasten to add that I am a fourth 

generation Idaho cattle rancher. 

Speaking for the Pra i r i e  Falcon Audubon 

Society and for myse l f ,  I wish to go on record as being 

opposed to the building of the S IS anywhere, much less over 

the Snake Plain Aq uifer. 
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In 1 9 80 several groups organized to f o r m  the 

Magic Val l ey Aq uifer Coal ition. As one of the founders of 

that coal ition ,  I can assure you that it was formed to 

attempt to put a stop to the injection of radioactive wastes 

and toxic chemica l s  into the Snake Pl a i n  Aq uifer and, 

hopefully, to protect the aquifer from future insul ts.  

Mainly through our ef forts, the injections were stopped. It  

took four years , but then no one expects the democratic 

process to be speedy. 

I relate thi s  bi t of history to inform you 

that I am not an imported obstructionist with no stake in 

Idaho ' s  past , present or future.  I was born and rai se d  on a 

ranch near Buhl , Idaho, attended school there for 11 years 

and three more years i n  Nampa, Idaho, training to be a 

nurse. For several years I traveled and worked i n  other 

states, but I came back to Idaho because it i s  one of the 

last f rontie r s .  Its scenic beauty, pristine wilderness, 

wildl ife habitat and qual ity of life are unsurpassed 

anywhere. 

I support a strong defense, but we have enough 

bombs now to bl ow up this planet. We have plenty of 

weapons-grade plutonium on the shel f .  I d o  not support 

ove r k i l l .  

I a m  concerned about Idaho ' s  economy and j obs, 

but the SIS i s  not the answer .  A s  a concerned human being, 
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I shudder when I hear anyone try ing to j ustify the bu ilding 

of the SIS on the basis of j obs and dol lars.  In the f i rst 

place, it does not make econom ic sense. And secondly, the 

cost to the envi ronment and all l iv ing beings is 

mindboggling. 

The transporting of hazardous waste is very 

r i sky . There have been several wrecks on our highways 

involving such material in Idaho. One j ust a few months ago 

2 

4 

7 

near Burley ,  Idaho. 9 

There are problems with the existing settl i ng 

ponds at INEL . There is al r eady far too much poll utant in 

the aquifer that cannot be cleaned up. 

There i s  no safe place to store the existing 

waste here in Idaho, anywhere in th i s  country or anywhere in 

the world. keep hearing people saying we needn ' t  worry 

about any radiation exposure from the SIS because we are 

getting radiation f rom the sun, frum medical x-rays and from 

the very rocks around us, and because we have water and a i r  

pollution already. Am I missing something here? If we get 

the S IS with its attendant radiation pollution, wil l we no 

longer have these other pollut i on problems and radiation 

exposures? In real ity, won ' t  we be compounding our 

problems? invite you to think about this. 

As for having conf idence in the Department of 

Energy to safeguard us, I am sorry, fol ks,  I have none. In 
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the 1950s I worked at the Atom ic Bomb Test Site at Mercury, 

Nevada. The Atom i c  Energy Commission assured us it waS safe 

to work there and that there was no danger to residents of 

the surrounding areas. Since then several of my co-workers 

at Mercury have d i ed of cancer or blood diseases. don ' t  

need t o  tell you what happened t o  hundreds of others in 

Nevada and Utah . 

We have been assured that these deaths, birth 

defects and suf fering are unrelated to the radiation 

exposure. For those of us who were there, it i s  not very 

comforting or even believable to hear these assurances .  In 

those days it was the AEC tel l ing us not to wor ry. Today we 

have the DOE assu r i ng us this proj ect is safe. Do changed 

initials give us a more trustworthy agency? I think not. 

Let me repeat, we do not want the SIS in 

Idaho. We do not bel ieve there i s  a need for it to be bu ilt 

anywhere. We would respectfully suggest that you di rect 

your energy and our dol l ars toward peacefu l ,  econom ica l ,  

env ironmentally safe pur suits.  

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER:  Exhibit 776 will be the 

written comments of Do r i s  Fai rch i l d  of Buhl . 

Are there others who w i sh to testify? Step 

forward, please. 
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We need your name and address for the record,  

sir.  

JOCK BELL, 

appearing as a witness, testif ied as fol l ow s :  

MR. BELL : Okay. My name is Jock Bel l ,  born 

and raised in Idaho all my l i f e .  I l i v e  in Hailey ,  Idaho. 

I am here today to tell you that the 

manufacturing of all nuclear weaponry at thi s  moment in our 

time has become obsolete and outdated. There the new 

technol ogies now known to only a few orthodox and 

non-orthodox physicists that can dispel the myth that we 

need future nuclear weapons. I am speaking to you, the 

Energy Department especially. 

And now you are probably asking yourself how 

i s  this so. What I am speak i ng of here i s  Nikolas Telsa ' s  

secrets. What he env i sioned and but what a handful of these 

physicist s  have di scovered is that his scalar theory of the 

creation of Scalar Potential Interferometry Technol ogy has 

created a new physics that has yet to be exempl if ied in the 

mainstream of physics today, and it goes well beyond 

cl assical phy sics and even the newer and most recent quantum 

physics. It i s  called Scalar Physics. It i s  a 

supe r relativity of sense beyond Ei nstein ' s  theory. Thi s  
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physics puts all pa r ticles and energy and mass and gravity 

into one single unif ied f ield theory which can be di rectly 

engineerabl e ,  engineerably, put together in the most 

electronically simpl i f ied fashion that we could ever dream 

of. 

I am not here to expound upon how a vector EM 

wave is two coupled Tel sa Scalar waves, or how zero vectors 

have the abi l i t y  to create incomprehensible amounts of 

electromagneti c  primordial ene r gy fields ; and that is even 

out of zero vacuums. But I am here to say that Scalar 

Physics, the new physics of our future, has within its 

potential the abi l ity and has always had, since its 

concept ion, since this concept ion of th i s  theory by Telsa in 

the early 1900s.  By the way, he was put down because of 

what his theories would have done to a large segment of the 

energy field, what would have been, what would have 

happened, he was compl etely di spe l l ed ,  he was a non-pe rson. 

By the 1920s,  he was a non-person. 

What th i s  does to nuclear physics i s  to make 

this simply, thi s  seemingly advanced technology totally 

obsol ete. So why are we putting our hard earned tax dollars 

into nuclear warheads and weapons when they can be vaporized 

by Howitzer particle beam blaste r s  before they ever reach 

the i r  targets. The Sov iets now have thi s  technology, and 

sense that the Star Wars project now underway in the United 
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States is j ust not a laser beam proj ect , and I hope it is 

not, but a counter-defense system that we must take to this 

threat, and that i s  where OUI defense tax dol lars should be 

spent . In the long-run the benef its of thi s  technology are 

far , far outweigh any di sadvantages. There will never be 

any more need for nuclear weapons because both sides will be 

able to create Telsa shields over any area of thei r 

count r i es to protect them . And by the way , they can create 

different layers, using no radiation, all the radiation can 

be simulated because of the dif ferent forms of x-ray 

radiation and beta radiation, i t  can compl etely be 

di ssemi nated • 

On closing, I have a l i st of the future 

benefits this technol ogy can give to all the races on Mother 

Earth. We can hav e an increase in l ife span. We can wipe 

out al l di seases, and I am tal k i ng about AIDS. We can have 

super luminal communication with other races. Transmutation 

of matter in all forms. Free energy, oh, for a floating 

free seed of energy out there. Teleportation. We can 

create antigravity machines you have never even hea r d  of . 

Compl ete cont rol of telepathy. We can have mind l i nkages 

between one another in this room. 

And f inally, I will close, f inally, we will be 

be able to evolve beyond real ity, which is the f i rst order 

of reality which is we l ive in r i ght now, the three 
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dimensi onal wor l d .  This takes us into 1 1  dimensions, one of 

them being time. It must be used to evolve mankind f rom OUr 

limited consciousness to an unlimited consciousness, which 

is the next stage of our evolution which will vanquish al l 

war s .  We will be able to cur e  man, not kill  him. 

Good-bye. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: The written comments of Jock 

Bell will be included in the record as Exhibit 777 . Mr. 

Bell i s  from Hai l ey .  

Are there others who wish t o  comment? 

Thi s lady r i ght here, please. 

MS . BEASLEY : I j ust wanted to comment that __ 

HEARING OFFICER: Please, I need to have you 

come up to the podium and give us your name and address. 

MARLESE BEASLEY, 

appearing as a Witness, testi f ied as fol l ow s :  

MS. BEASLEY : I ' m  Marl ese Beasl ey o f  Tw i n  

Fal l s ,  a l i fel ong educator and a grandmother.  And l t d j ust 

l ike to say I ' d  l i ke to see my grandchildren grow up. That 

other l ady wanted to be a grandmother, I have al ready 

reached that plane. 

And the main emphaSis of the l etter that I 
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turned i n  al ong with my friend was about the aqu i f e r .  We 

are very concerned about that. That ' s  the lifeblood of our 

state, and we feel like that hasn ' t  been given enough 

concern. 

And the eloquence of the other speake r s  puts 

me i l l  at ease. 

Thank you . 

( Appl ause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : This l ady right her e .  

JANE FRITZ , 

appe a r i ng as a witness, testif ied as fol low s :  

MS.  FRITZ : My name i s  Jane Fritz , and 1 1 m  

from Sandpoint, Idaho, and appreciate the opportunity to 

testify here today in Tw i n  Fal l s .  

I ' m  the editor and publisher o f  the Idaho Arts 

Journa l ,  which is a statewide publ ication on the arts, and 

it puts me in touch with hundreds of people around the state 

who are innovative and creative and dedicated to l i f e .  And 

although I cannot speak in an of f i cial capacity on behalf of 

all those peopl e ,  I would say that f rom what I have found, 

that the people in thi s  State of Idaho are concerned about 

qua l i ty of life and not at j ust any cost. I do believe that 

we are talking about l if e  here and the pu rpose is toward 
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peace, and for that reason pe r sonally, I speak against the 

SIS Project here i n  Idaho or anywhere else i n  the country. 

Living very close to the Richl and alternative 

at Banford, the site up there, I believe the people in north 

Idaho and the Spokane area are also very concerned about any 

k i nd of alternative in that area. 

7 I also think it ' s  j ust a really appropriate 

day to be having these hea ri ngs i n  Idaho. Being a religious 

pe r son and having i t  be Holy Thursday; and if I could j ust 

10 say this for a moment , I think the challenge we were given 
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by Chr i st was to serve one anothe r ,  not to destroy one 

another. And I appreciate this opportunity .  

Thank you. 

PH IL BROWER, 

appear i ng as a witness, testi f ied as follows: 

MR. BROWER : My name i s  Bill Brower. I ' m  a 

t ransplanted Californian. I came here because I thought 

th is would be a safe place to l ive. 

have very little to say about this. I ' m  not 

a scient i st ,  I ' m  an accountant, and my background is i n  

account i ng .  My training i n  technol ogy and science i s  rather 

l imited, but I do feel that if a project l i ke thi s  is 

rejected by the community, i t  w i l l  make a contribution to 
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world peace. 

And that ' s  about all I have to say. 

(Applause. ) 

RAY TILLEY, 

appearing as a witness, testified as fol l ows : 

MR. TILLEY: My name is Ray Tilley ,  and I am 

And I don ' t  have a prepared speech, but I do 

have a little humor to put with th i s .  Ther e ' s  a story of a 

fellow, a grandpa was stand ing up and his l i ttle grandkids 

was coming up to him and says, -G randpa can you croak l ike a 

frog?- And he said, -Hey, you guys, why do you want me to 

croak like a frog?- Be says, -Wel l ,  Grandma says as soon as 

you croak, we are headed for Disneyland . -

And I think we a r e  not going to swallow this 

any more than G randpa did, you know, th i s  project. We don ' t  

need another bomb. Any intel l igent pe r son today would 

real i z e  that, we don ' t  need any more bombs . 

You know, they are looking for j obs , 

naturally, those people want j obs up there. Wel l ,  you know, 

if I took off my shoe, it didn ' t  come f r om America. It come 

from Spain, I checked before I come in here. About 

everything I pick up is coming f rom another count ry . Can ' t  
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w e  build anything b u t  a bomb any more f o r  o u r  people? 

(Applause. ) 

MR. TILLEY: Don ' t  you think we can? Really, 

don ' t  you think the ingenuity of the American people can 

build something f or us again? used to pride myself when 

went to LOB Angeles, but I don ' t  now because I r emember __ 

my brother-in-law j ust moved out here .  ( unintel l igibl e )  So 

we went downtown, and his l ittle daughter had to cover her 

nose with a handkerchief i n  order to stand to breath, to go 

downtown. 

You know, I hear that the Department of Energy 

was supposed to put a lot of money into research and putting 

something into our cars besides this stinking gasoline. 

They didn ' t  do that, di d they? No. 

(Applause. ) 

MR. TILLEY: think we can do better.  But we 

are going to have to get the i n
.
genuity of the __ the 

American people can do it, bui l d  us something. When I go 

buy someth ing, it ' s  usually for eign .  

I remember my nephew in Twin, h e  was showing 

me last Ch r i stmas, this beaut i f ul thing he bought for his 

k ids,  it would play beaut i f ul music.  You could program it • 

And as he was show i ng me this, I said,  -Gary, - I sa id,  - I  

bet you this wasn ' t  made in America . - W e  got down o n  our 

knees and read the f i ne print on i t ,  -Made i n  Japan. -
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I think folks a r e  st i l l  bombing u s .  I think 

we can do bette r .  

(Applause . )  

ANNE McNEVIN, 

appea r i ng as a witness, test i f ied as follows: 

Jerome, Idaho. 

MS. McNEV IN : My name i s  Anne McNev in f rom 

I ' m  a fourth generation Idahoan. I have a lot 

of pride in our state, and I ca r e  for it. And because of my 

concerns about our f raqi l e  dese rt,  ecosystem and the welfare 

of our people here in Idaho, both those who are here now and 

the future gene rations, I signed up to testify, though it 

makes me do thi s .  

Because I ' m  s o  l ate in t h e  l i st of people 

testifying, most everything that I had on my contribution 

here have been sa i d  before, but I feel called upon to offer 

you my brand of redundancy, flexibil ity and diver sity. 

support the No Action Alternative. I have 

read the Env i r onmental Impact Statement, and I found it 

seriously flawed in a lot of ways that have been mentioned 

many times. 

find it real interesting that we can ' t  

comment on need or at least that won ' t  be into the official 
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record of these hearings. My scient!f ic tra ining has taught 

me time and aga i n  to start with the def inition of a problem 

and the need. And I can ' t  see how we can even begin to be 

e l iminating that from the publ ic hearing process. 

The Environmental Impact Statement didn ' t  

begin to address the many questions that I had about the 

effect of the SIS Proj ect . I am well aware that the INEL 

8 has used inj ection wel l s  to di spose of the i r  wastes in the 

past . They d i d  stop i t .  wonder if they don ' t  have memory 

10 of that, and would expect us to tr ust that the answers they 

11 give us are always good ones .  

1 2  Our Governor w a s  governor previously, and 

13 during that adm inistr ation he was tol d that the INEL would 

14 remove the wastes that were the r e .  Be ' s  back again,  and 

15 they st i l l  aren ' t removed. think they think that 

16 politicians turn ove r ,  people of power turn ove r ,  and you 

17 don ' t  have to be accountable and responsible. 

1 8  self- regulated agencies make me real nervous. 

19 I don ' t  know why we would begin to feel that they would act 

20 in a more responsible way in the future. 

21 And even if they did truck the waste away , 

22 which they say they might do, who wants those t r ucks with 

23 that waste on our highways? This i s  not the kind of an 

24 accident where you can say, I ' m  sorry, and then it j ust goes 

25 away . 
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The ethi cal iss4es �bound. As an Ameri can, 

am ashamed that our thi rd highest export i s  arms and 

ammun i t i on .  

(Applause. ) 

MS. McNEVIN : To think that we, in Idaho, 

contribute to that is j ust unspeakable. As a state where we 

are populated with farmers and ranchers and timber and mine 

workers,  we are used to cont ributing to society, not helping 

its demise .  think that the maj o rity o f  Idahoans would say 

no to SIS, and I hope they have that opportunity . 

The economic gains that are purported have 

j ust been greatly over-represented. The hi ghly technical 

j obs that would be avai l able i n  this kind of an industriy 

would go to out-of-stater s ,  not in-staters, and the 
, 

low-level paying j obs would probably go to Idahoans. 

Once our land was contaminated, the highest 

paid people would leave, and the l owest paid people would 

probably have to leave too if they knew what was good for 

them. 

The small short-term gain i s  j ust not a good 

reason to bor r ow on our child ren ' s  future. The indust r i es 

we do have, if there was an �ccident, would be totally 

destroyed. 

I can ' t  imagine visiting Chernobyl, nor eating 

potatoes or drinking wine or milk that came from that a rea. 
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I think that we would find i t  very difficul t to f i nd ma rkets 

for any of the other things that we do . 

I Agree with others who have said that th i s  i s  

a pork ba r rel operat i on, and I t h i n k  that Senator Symms 

would l i k e  to take credi t for that, he has publicly.  

think if he wants to bring money to Idaho, that surely even 

he could f i nd some decent way to do that. Or maybe he can ' t  

and should be dealt with at the polls.  I think this i s  a 

very pol i t i cal i ssue . 

I have heard it sa i d  that some pe r son who i s  

high u p  i n  t h e  Department o f  Ene rgy said that, if n o t  Idaho, 

where can we put S IS .  Wel l ,  I would l i ke to answer that 

question from my point of view. I don ' t  know where you can 

put i t .  I hope you can ' t  put i t  anywher e ,  but def i nitely 

not Idaho, not now , and never.  

(Applause . ) 

H EARING OFFICER : The wr itten comments of Anne 

McNev i n  will be i ncl uded in the record as Exhibit 7 7 8 .  

Were you pre r eg i st e r ed ?  

M S .  DAV IS : No. 

HEARING OFFICER : Okay. Fine . Could we have 

your name and address for the record, please. 
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DONNA DAV IS, 

appearing. as a witness,  testif ied as fol l ow s :  

M S .  DAV IS : My name is Donna Dav is,  and I ' m  

from Hansen, Idaho. 

Don ' t  throw rocks at me righ t  away ; my father 

works for the INEL. And I l earned a while back that even 

though I come f rom the same nest, I have a totally different 

fl ight patte rn. And I fly for peace, for l ife,  and for all 

those wonderful th i ngs that I have somehow been blessed to 

have in my lifetime . 

I have five chi l d r en .  And when I h o l d  them in 

my arms and talk to them about war and about some of the 

tragedies that people suffer , you know, I hurt badly. am 

very much against SIS. And j ust hope that they don ' t  have 

to see it in the i r  l ifetime in th i s  beaut i f ul state, or 

don ' t  want it anywhere, pe r iod . I don ' t  think i t ' s  

necessa ry .  

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Any other commentors? Yes, 

s i r ,  if you would step forwar d ,  please, and state your name 

and address for the record.  Were you pr eregistered? 

KR. BERNTHAL : No. 

REARING OFFICER : Okay. Thank you. 
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ERW IN BERNTHAL, 

appea r i ng as a witness, testi f ied as follows: 

KR. BERNTHAL : Mr. Chairman, distinguished 

members of the staf f ,  I am Mr. Bernthal , Erwin Be rnthal , a 

resident of Twin Fal l s  here. As my lack of hai r  will tell 

you, I am reti red. I am a reti red ministe r .  speak not 

for the congregation that I am af f il iated with, much less 

for my church body , but j ust as a private citizen. 

This might be a l i ttle disjointed, because I ' m  

going t o  sk ip some things that have been said over and over 

and over again. 

Herewith I am recording my strong and 

calculated objection to the construction and operation of 

the proposed Special Isotope Separation plant at Idaho 

Nuclear Energy Labo ratory located near Idaho Fal l s  for the 

fol l ow ing reasons : 

There is no appa r ent need for continued 

production of pl utoni um-23 9 ,  commonly known as weapon-grade 

plutonium. The Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

prepa r ed by the U . S. Department of Energy, in all its 

approximately 200 pages, i s  st r i k i ngly devoid of 

substantiating a need for thi s  plant and its intended 

production. The nearest approach to such substant iation is 

found i n  the vague, ambiguous reference to a DOE allegation 
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that it i s  needed to provide 'flexibi l ity, redundancy and 

technol ogical diversity . - Note the amazing admission, 

- r edundancy . -

It ' s  common knowledge that there al ready 

exi sts some 2 5 , 00 0  nuclear weapons in the arsenal of the 

United States Government. Each of which is estimated to 

have firepower 100 times that of the H i roshima bomb of 

1 94 5 .  A sufficient number to devastate every sizeable city 

throughout the world and render the rest of our planet quite 

uni nhabitabl e. 

It i s  morally equiv ocal and a travesty upon 

responsible statesmanship to proclaim publ icly that the 

United States Government is for nuclear disarmament, whil e 

at the same time most of the count ry ' s  technological and 

economic reSOUrces continue to be expended on more and more 

armaments, plus prohibitively costly new inventions of mass 

destruction. When i s  enough enough? 

According to the publ ic press, the DOE 

admitted that the government ' s  plutonium stockpil e  is 

suffi cient to meet foreseeable demands for new weapons. 

Moreover, in the event of the INF t r eaty being 

Signed, which cal l s  for a 50 pe r cent cutback on strategic 

weapons, an enormous amount of plutonium, estimated at eight 

times the proposed production of the SIS plant, would be 

made available. 
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Wher eas t h e  Draft Env i ronmental Impact 

Statement is purportedly intended to address the impact upon 

the env i ronment of the proposed SIS plant, this important 

consideration is not sufficiently expl ored. 

To be sure, it is stated that Gontaminated 
waste materials are to be di sposed of in a New Mexico 
approved dump. Such di sposed, di sposal allocation, however, 
is not in existence, and the pilot plant project ther eof is 
beset with serious problems. 

It is patently impossible to minimize an 
env ironmental impact from the operation of the proposed SIS 
site at th is time since the exper imental pilot plant at 
Livermor e ,  Cal ifornia, has not yet been tested, to say 
nothing of a rel iable eval uation of the env i ronmental impact 
of such SIS plant when in ope ration. 

I t  i s  well known that the INEL plant is 
located on a sei smic faul t .  It hasn ' t  occurred to date, but 
Who will predict a damaging quake wi l l  not take place at 
some future time? 

A l i fe preserving aquifer underl ies the area 

of the proposed site of the SIS upon which thousands of 

inhabitants rely.  Please don ' t  risk contaminating this 

aqui fer . Even now there are l egi timate conCe rns about 

Possible contamination of th i s  aquifer from the existing 

INEL plant and its waste material . 
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To be sure, it is stated that contaminated
waste materials are to be disposed of in a New Mexico

approved dump. Such disposed, disposal allocation, however,
is not in existence, and the pilot plant project thereof is
beset with serious problems.

It is patently impossible to minimize an

environmental impact from the operation of the proposed SIS
site at this time since the experimental pilot plant at

Livermore, California, has not yet been tested, to say

nothing of a reliable evaluation of the environmental impact
of such SIS plant when in operation.

It is well known that the INEL plant is

located on a seiamic fault. It hasn't occurred to date, but
who will predict a damaging quake will not take place at
some future time?

5.24.18
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It is a myopic assumption that construction 

and operation of the proposed SIS plant will materially 

benefit the economy of Idaho Fal l s  and Pocatello. Ask 

citizens of Hanford, Washi ngton, or Augusta, Barnwell and 

Wil l i ston, South Carolina. 

Regrettably, regr ettably • • •  

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: The written comments of 

E.  J. Bernthal will be included in the record as Exhibit 

7 80 .  

Would 'anyone else like to comment? Yes, 

ma ' am ,  step forward. Give your name and address for the 

record. 

MS. McALL ISTER: I was preregiste red for thi s  

evening. 

BEARING OFFICER : All right. Fine. 

JUDY McALLISTER, 

appearing as a witness, test i f i ed as fol l ows:  

MS.  McALL ISTER: My name is Judy McAl l i ste r .  

My address i s  6 1 5  Fil lmore, Tw i n  Fal l s .  

HEARING OFFICER: Thank you. 

MS. McALL ISTER: I am a cl inical social worker 
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in Twin Fall s  and a psychotherapist in private pract i ce .  

support the N o  Action Alternative on the 

Special Isotope Separation Proj ect for many reasons. And 

I ' m  going to get free of my notes here, which I ' l l turn in, 

but I want to say, to begin with, don ' t  you see that the 

tide has turned? We are no longer a nation of people who 

support war . That i s  abundantly clear al ready in the kinds 

of polls that have been taken and the issues that have come 

up, and even Congress is al ready not l i stening. Please 

l i sten to us. 

Fi rst, my fi rst concern i s  that of safety 

regarding accidents that have forced al ready all but one of 

the DOE ' S  plutonium processing reactors to shut dow n .  Until 

the Department of Energy has devel oped storage and safety 

procedures which w i l l  work w ithout except i on ,  I do not want 

plutonium to be produced or separated in th i s  state or any 

other. 

Responsibility lies with the DOE to prove 

safety before production. The Draft EIS does not incl ude 

prudent safety procedures, but rat� rel ies on past methods 

21 which are clearly ineffective. 

22 Between the DOE ' s  errors and miscalculations 

23 i n  the EIS and its past safety reco rd, the DOE gets a no 

24 confidence vote from me, and st rongly oppose operation of 

25 the SIS i n  Idaho or anywhere else. 

70 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 
P . O. Box 57 8 ,  Boi se ,  ID 83701 

1 . 1  

5 . 2 4 . 1 4 

5 . 2 4 . 2 5 

5 . 24 . 1 3 

3 . 2 . 2  

2

3

4

13

15

1

2

3

4

5

6

8

9



'-l 
....... 
(..T1 

5 . 1 2 . 1  

6 

1 0  

11 

12 

1 3  

1 4  

15 

6 . 5 . 5  
16 

17 

1 8  

5 . 2 4 . 2 5 1 9  

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

5 . 4 . 1  25 

(Applause. ) 

MS . McALL ISTER: Secondly ,  the environmental 

issues are of great concern to me, as discussed in the SIS, 

in the DE IS. Because the Snake River Plain Aq uifer is a 

closed system aq uifer and, theref ore, whatever toxins are 

introduced here stay here, degradation of th is aquifer is a 

very serious problem. Many people have spoken about th i s ,  

but I ' m  not sure that w e  a l l  understand what a closed system 

aqUifer i s .  Essentially it is a basin for which there i s  

that act a s  a collector. T h e  Snake River i s  the only issue 

out of thi s  baSin,  and whatever sinks to the bottom of the 

basin is sti l l  not car r ied out by the Snake River system and 

its tributa r i e s .  Only t h e  surface water, u p  towards the 

surface, gets into the Snake Rive r .  

S o  I want a s  healthy a s  possible an 

env i ronment for my ch ildren and grandchild ren and for all 

Idaho residents. 

I have read the Draft EIS, and the DOE has 

fail ed to provide positive proof that the S IS Project at the 

INEL not harm the environment. For example, the DEIS 

proposes the use of stand-alone storage vaUlts for storing 

by-product mate r i al for up to 3 0  years. That ' s  how long the 

storage vault has to be good for . Unfortunately, storage 

storage units used by the DOE so far have fai l ed to last 

th rough thei r deSigned l ifetimes without leakage, and we are 
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dealing here with by-products with a hal f-life of 2 , 0 0 0  

years or m o r e .  W i l l  someone transfer the by-products f rom 

storage vault to storage vaul t for the next 2 , 000 years 

without fail and check them regul arly for leakage? The EIS 

does not propose that th i s  be done. 
5 . 3 0 . 3 . 1  

6 
Also, the proposed percolation ponds and 

inf iltration beds are not work i ng well at Savannah River , 5 . 2 1 . 3  
and there i s  concern about seepage into the Savannah River 

Aquifer.  The possible inadequacies of th i s  plant are not 

10 addressed effectively by the EIS.  It does say that the 
5 . 3 0 . 4 . 9  

11 depth of contami nation may be up to 230 feet. The Snake 

12 River Aq uifer goes f rom 200 to a thousand feet . 

13 
Waste produced is 440 tons a yea r ,  20 tons of 

14 which are freon. Freon i s  now illegal to be used as a 
5 . 9 . 3  

15 propellant i n  spray cans. The 20 tons rel eased would be 

16 nothing l ess than a gigantic spray can, releaSing f reon to 

17 interact with hydrocarbons and create a chain reaction which 

1 8  w i l l  further destroy the protective ozone layer o f  the earth 

19 in a progressive manner, 4 0  pe r cent greater each year 

20 cur rently, and the destruction of the ozone has been 

21 
determined to be one cause of our riSing sk i n  cancer rate. 

22 
Many more things conce rn me, but let me 

23 finally just say that as John Gl enn has said, -It will do 

24 precious l ittle to protect ourselves form the Sov i ets, if in 

25 the process we poi son or i r radiate our own peopl e . -
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(Appl ause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: The wr itten comments of 

Judith McAllister will be incl uded in the record as Exhibit 

7 81 .  

Are there other commentors? Yes , si r .  

CHRIS WEST, 

appearing as a witness, testified as follow s :  

MR .  WEST; M y  name i s  Chris west. was j ust 

think ing about a mov ie I saw j ust about a year ago called 

Sil kwood. The woman in that story was supposedly 

contaminated f rom j ust as little plutonium as possible 

because its takes less plutonium than you can see to kill 

one human being. 

And if what -- you know , why should we build 

more, as everybody else has said , to build more than we need 

to totally eliminate the earth. And ther e ' s  absol utely no 

way we can dispose of the waste or clean up the env i ronment 

after they are polluted and take bill ions of dollars or 

more. But the defense budget can do more than cover enough, 

as much as w e ' ve spent, and we don ' t  need that much . 

And we have been sending all this help all 

over the world to Iran and I raq and the Contras, when we 

really need to work  on our own count ry, and trying to get 
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economically ahead, because everybody talks about America 

and what a good l ife it is and our -- especially our moral 

standa rds with the drugs , we export -- I mean, we import 

millions of dollars  of drugs, and the deaths are devastating 

with cancer and drugs too. 

And the ozone layer is getting so thin that 

the rates of skin cancer have gone up in several hundred 

thousand deaths pe r  year,  this yea r .  And i n  the North pole, 

especial ly, ther e ' s  absolutely no coverage up there, and the 

reason is unknown as to why the pollutants go up north, but 

perhaps wind pattern,  or I don ' t  know. 

And I really don ' t  feel that we should make 

anything that would destroy something as beautiful and 

sacred as life that ' s  been given to us through, you know , it 

might be religion , most people believe in a religion, but it 

might be nature that causes it, a certain mixture in the 

cosmos, a certain mixture of el ements created the earth, and 

we have that power to destroy or to rectify the earth� 

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Ar.y further commentors? 

We need to have your name and address for the 

record, si r .  

MR .  McCARTHY:  Mi chael McCarthy . 

HEARING OFFICER : Michael McCarthy . Were you 
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preregistered? 

MR. McCARTH Y :  I was. 

MICHAEL McCARTHY, 

appearing as a witness, test i f ied as follows: 

MR .  McCARTHY :  I ' m  Mi chael McCar thy . My 

address i s  in Boise . I drove down thi s afternoon 

specif i cally for thi s  hearing. I missed my appointed time 

up there. think i t ' s  an important enough issue for 

peopl e,  anyone to take the time . Obv iously, peopl e here 

have done that. I guess I would encourage you all to 

follow-up with it because this  is  the last rally ing force , 

but it ' s  not going to be the final solution. 

I ' m  a real estate developer in Boise and all 

over Idaho, and the impact that th i s  is going to have 

economically in Idaho Fal l s ,  to be honest, in my opinion, is 

going to be very short-lived and very shor t-term. It will 

be a boom or bUst type of a scena rio or it has that 

potent ial . 

The short-term economic gains that would be 

gained f rom th is plant, this facil ity, are relatively minor 

compared to the long-term def i c i t  that we could, as a state , 

be impacted with. 

I am opposed to the facil i ty due to most of 
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the major i ssues most other people have.  Fi rst and foremost 

is the moral reason behind it al l .  But there a r e  questions 

about safety, safety in transportation, safety in 

production. Ther e ' s  also questions about whether or not 

there has been a demonstrated need for the product once it ' s  

been produced. 

Potential boom and bust,  long-term and 

short-term j obs for bu ilding the faci l i ty and long-term and 

short-term jobs at the continued operations. I think __ I 

don ' t  think i t  should be bu i l t .  I think i t ' s  also somewhat 

questionable that the facility could be linked with INEL 

that has a wonde rful history of production and some of the 

major things that they have been able to accompl ish there, 

Couple that with a facil ity like the SIS, seems to me it ' s  

ei ther job security or else they are l inking two things that 

ought not be l i nked together.  

With that in mind, as  I did say, I am opposed 

to i t .  think that in Idaho Fal l s  w e  a r e  not - - Idaho 

Falls has a tendency in Boise at least to be considered the 

other side of the world. Yet ,  we are impacted by what goes 

on there.  The shor t-term/long-term costs to  the  Boise 

economy are going to be felt as well as being felt in Idaho 

Falls  or Twin f'alls. By not hav ing that, we are going to 

lose some dol lars.  And I ' m  will ing -- my business reqUi res 

you people coming into the state for me to make a liv ing, it 
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requi r e s  things to grow and progress. I don ' t  want those 

k i nd of dol l a r s .  Thank you. 

( App1 ause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Thank you. 

Anyone further? Any further commentors7 

( No response . )  

HEAR ING OFFICER: With that, then, we ' ll be in 

recess until 7 : 00 this evening f or the cont i nuation of th i s  

hearing. 

Thank you. 

(The hearing was recessed at 3 : 55 p.m. ) 
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HEARING OFFICER : Ladies and gentlemen, I will 

now formally commence th i s  publ ic hearing conce rni ng the 

6 review of the Environmental Impact Statement relative to the 

United States Depa rtment of Energy ' s  proposed special 

Isotope Sepa r ation Proj ect . Thi s  proceedi ng is designated 

as the Twin Fal l s ,  Idaho, public hearing on Department of 

10 Energy document DOE/EIS-013 6 ,  held on the 28th day of March. 

11 1 9 8 8 ,  commencing at 7 : 0 4 in the ev ening. 

12 My name is ROY Eiguren. I'm the hearings 

13 of f i cer for th is and subsequent publ ic heari ngs held to 

14 receive comment on the Draf t  Env i ronmental Impact Statement 

15 for the proposed siti ng ,  construction and operation by the 

16 Depa rtment of Energy of a speci al Isotope Sepa ration Proj ect 

17 ut i l iz ing the Atom i c  Vapor Laser Isotope Sepa ration process 

1 8  technology. I will refer to th is, as well as subsequent 

19 proceed i ngs, as DOE ' s  DEIS publ ic hearings on the SIS 

20 Proj ect . 

21 I am an attorney engaged in private practi ce 

22 in Boise. have been retai ned by the Department of Energy 

23 to conduct th i s  se ries of publ ic heari ngs as an independent 

24 and unbiased pa r ty to assure the opportunity for al l 

25 interested organizations and i ndividuals to comment on the 
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Draft Envi ronmental Impact Statement . Accordingly, I a m  not 

serving as an advocate for or against the proposed position 

taken by the Depa r tment of Energy in this matter. Rath e r ,  I 

am a neutral thi rd party who has coordi nated the development 

of the procedures to be followed, as wel l as co nducting the 

heari ngs themselves. 

The i ssue that is th e subj ect of th i s  

proceeding i s  t h e  Department ' s  proposal t o  si te, const ruct 

and operate an SIS facil ity in one of th ree locations in the 

United Stat es ; the DOE ' s  Idaho National Engineering 

Laboratory near Idaho Fal l s ;  DOE ' s  Hanford Reservation 

Richland, Washi ngton ; or the DOE ' s  Savannah River plant near 

Aiken, South Carol ina. Each of these th ree sites is 

deSi gnated as an alternative that i s  considered i n  the Draft 

Env i ronmental Impact Statement. 

The fourth and final alternative under 

consideration of the DE IS i s  the No Act i on Alternative, 

which would be a depa r tmental decision not to site, 

construct and operate an SIS faci l ity. As stated i n  th e 

20 Draft Envi ronmental Impac
·
t Statement i t sel f ,  the 

21 Department ' s  preferred alternative is to site, co nstruct and 

22 operate the SIS plant at th e Idaho Engineering Laboratory. 

23 To put th i s  hearing in pe r spective, I think it 

24 is important that all of you fi rst understand the key 

25 elements of the federal laws that requi res that the 
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Department ' s  f i nal decision in th i s  matter be preceded by a 

compr ehensive review of the env i ronmental factors associated 

with each of the alternatives that I have mentioned. The 

Nati onal Environmental Pol icy Act of 1 96 9 ,  Publ ic Law 

5 91-91 0 ,  generally known as NEPA, reqUi res -That al l federal 

6 agencies develop procedures that i nsure that env i ronmental 

ameni ties or values are given appropr iate consi deration in 

all federal government decisionmaking. - This law also 

reqUires that recommendations for -major federal act i ons 

1 0  significantly affecting t h e  quality o f  human envi ronment - be 

11 fi rst preceded by the devel opment and compl etion of an 

12 Env i ronmental Impact Statement, or EIS,  that fully and 

13 carefully examines the potential env i ronmental impacts of 

1 4  the proposed fede r al action. 

15 The Depa r tment of Ene r gy has determined that 

16 its proposal to site, const r uct and operate an SIS plant is 

17 a maj or federal action that, under NEPA, requi res the 

1 8  development and completion o f  a n  E I S .  Accordingly, by the 

1 9  publ ication o n  October 3 1 ,  1 9 86 ,  of a Notice of Intent to 

20 Prepare an EIS in the Federal Regi ste r ,  the Department of 

21 Energy commenced a process that has led to the development 

22 and publication of the Draft Envi ronmental Impact Statement 

23 that is the subject of th is hearing. 

24 The DEIS was prepared by the De pa r tment, with 

25 the assistance of an i ndepe ndent cont ractor , NUS 
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Corporation, after a n  extensive process of receiving public 

comment through seoping or initial input on the EIS itse l f .  

Dur i ng seoping, public comment o n  the scope o r  magnitude of 

issues to be addressed in the EIS was received, as well as 

speci f i c  comment on parti cular issues themselves. Seoping 

included the rece i pt of extensive written comment from the 

publ ic,  as well as oral comment , in two l engthy publ ic 

hea r i ngs ; one was held i n  Idaho Fal l s ,  Idaho, on February 

24th , 1987 , and one held in Boise , Idaho, on February 26th,  

1987 . 

As a result of the input received du r i ng 

seoping, the following i ssues were analyzed in the Draft 

Env i ronmental Impact Statement relative to each of the four 

alternatives that I mentioned earl ier.  In other words , 

these are the 11 issues that are cu rr ently bei ng reviewed in 

the DE I S :  

I ssue No. 1 .  Off-site general population of 

radiological and non- radiological effects resulting f rom 

potential accidents at an SIS facil ity . 

Issue No. 2 .  Effects on the general 

population f rom emi ssions of radiological and 

non- radiological releases caused by normal operations of an 

SIS faci l i ty.  

Issue No. 3 .  Exposure of operating pe r sonnel 

to radiological sources and non- radiological releases during 
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normal ope rations of an SIS facil ity . 

Issue No. 4 .  Incremental differences and 

env i ronmental impacts between operating of the exi st i ng 

chem i cal processing facil ities and the proposed act i on and 

al ternatives. 

Issue No. 5 .  Effects on ai r and wat e r  quality 

and other env i ronmental consequences du r i ng const r uct i on and 

ope ration of an SIS facil ity. 

Issue No. 6 .  Cumulative effects of operations 

of such a facil ity, including changes in support ope rati ons 

related to i t .  

Issue No. 7 .  The on- site and off-site 

transpor tation impacts of nuclear mate r i al s .  

Issue 8 .  An analy si s of appl icable feder al , 

state and local regulati ons applying to the const ruct ion and 

operation of an SIS plant . 

Issue No. 9 .  The decontam ination and 

decommissioning issues. 

Issue No. 10. I r r etrievabl e and i r rev e rsible 

comm itment of resources in the use of land and materials.  

And Issue No. 11.  Mitigation measures 

necessary to respond to the env i r onmental consequences 

associated with each of the alternatives. 

The EIS prepa ration and rev iew process is 

governed by federal regulations establ ished by the Council 
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on Envi ronmental Qual ity, or CEO, which is an age ncy with in 

the Executive Office of the Pr esident of the Uni ted States. 

I n  additi on to that, th e Depa rtment of Ene r gy has its own 

guide l i nes for the preparation of ElSs. The Council on 

Env i ronmental Quality regulati ons are found at 40 Federal 

Regul ations, Parts 1500 th rough 1 508 . The DOE gU idel ine s  

a r e  found a t  4 5  Federal Register 20694 . 

These regulations and gu i del i nes have been 

previously marked by me as Exhibit 1 and has been included 

.10 in the formal hea ring reco r d .  

11 The relevant CEQ regulations r equ i re that, 

12 after prepar ing a Draft Env i ronmental Impact Statement and 

13 before prepa r i ng a Fi nal Env i ronmental Impact Stateme nt , a 

14 federal agency must f i rst obtain the comment s of , No. 1 ,  any 

15 other federal agency which has j u r i sd i ction by law or 

16 special expe r t i se with respect to any env i ronmental impact ; 

17 2, request the comments of appropr iate state and l ocal 

18 agencies which develop and enforce e nv i r onmental standa rds ; 

19 3 ,  Indian tribes ; and, 4 ,  the publ i c ,  with a pa rticular 

20 obligation to aff i rmatively sol icit comme nts f r om persons or 

21 organizations who may be interested or affected by the 

22 proposed fede ral action .  

2 3  Publ ic meetings or hearings are to be hel d 

24 where the Depa rtment determines that, ·substantial 

25 env ironmental controversy conce rning proposed action "  
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exi sts. Acco r d i ngly , these hearings are being held pursuant 

to these regulations to receive publ ic,  any tr ibe and 

governmental comment on the various i ssues ide ntif ied in the 

Dr af t Env i ronmental Impact Statement . Noti ce of these 

publ i c  heari ngs was provided in the Federal Register Notices 

dated February 1 9 th, 1 9 8 8 ,  and March the 4 th ,  1 9 8 8 .  

Additional publ i c  notice was provided f o r  publ ication i n  

numerous newspape r s  throughout the state of Idaho. Federal 

Register Notices, th e text of the newspaper not i ces and the 

publ i cation dates of each have been marked as Exhibit in 

this proceeding and have been previously entered into the 

record by me. 

Publ i c  comment on the Draft Envi ronmental 

Impact Statement is being r eceived through th i s  and other 

hearings held throughout the state. Hear ings have been held 

previously in Boi se , as wel l as Idaho Fal ls, and will 

continue on in those two cities as wel l as here later in the 

wee k .  

Written comment must receive the same weight 

and consideration by the Depa r tment i n  th i s  proceeding and 

may be subm i tted by the publ ic to me today, as the hea r i ng 

off ice r ,  or you may mail them to the Department of Energy, 

and an address will be prov ided at the registration tabl e .  

The close o f  reco r d  i n  th i s  proceeding i s  April 21 , 1 9 8 8 .  

T o  the extent that you d o  want t o  provide additional written 
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comment , if y o u  a re going to subm it written comment, you 

must do so by that date. Oral and w r itten comment will be 

compiled in a compreh ensive record that will be considered 

by the Depa rtment, thus the purpose of hav ing a court 

reporter here. 

The CEQ regulations a l so provide that comments 

on the Envi ronmental Impact Statement or on the proposed 

acti on shall be as speci f i c  as possibl e  and may add ress the 

accuracy of the Statement or the me rits of the al te rnatives 

or both . Although the Department has determined that 

certain issues, such as the need for an SIS project, are 

beyond the scope of th i s  B IS proceeding, I will al low 

comment on that issue as well as oth e r  i ssues but related to 

the proj ect that individual commentors feel are rel evant. 

How ever ,  as the Hearings Of f ice r ,  I do reserve the right to 

ask commentors to keep your comments relevant to th e subject 

matter of th i s  proceeding and, when necessary, I ' ll ask you 

to do so. 

After reviewing the record in th is proceeding, 

the Department of Energy may choose to modify, suppl ement or 

rei ssue the DE IS pr ior to issuing a Final Env i ronmental 

Impact Statement. It may also choose to rei ssue the DEIS as 

the Final EIS without mod i f i cation. A Record of Decision 

will identify the envi ronmentally pr ef e r r ed alternative 

chosen by the Depa rtment, along with any practicable means 
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to avoid or minimize env i ronmental harm from the alternative 

selected will be prepared. 

The Department, as a matter of federal 

regulation, howev e r ,  cannot proceed with its proposed action 

which i s  to contain the Record of Dec i sion until a minimum 

of 3 0  days has passed from the date of i ssuance of the f inal 

EIS.  Under current schedul es the Department of Energy 

intends to issue a Final EIS and the Record of Decision i n  

August o f  th i s  yea r .  

T O  govern the conduct o f  th i s  and other public 

hearings in th i s  proceeding, I have developed several 

procedures in consultation with the Depa rtment of Energy as 

well as representatives of publ ic inter est groups who have 

e i ther pa r ti cipated in th e scoping meetings or who have 

indicated an interest to parti cipate i n  these hearings. 

These procedures were final i z ed on Ma rch 24th and were 

distributed to interested pa r ties as well as to 

organizati onal representatives and individuals who have 

preregist e r ed to comment, those individuals who had 

prer egist e r ed by March 18th, 1 9 8 8 ,  the deadline for 

preregist r ation. The procedures that I have mentioned have 

already been entered in record as Exhibit 3 .  I have al so 

submitted as Exhibit No. 4 a l ist of all DOE publ ic 

involvement activ ities associated with the dev el opment of 

this Draft Env i ronmental Impact Stateme nt. 
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At thi s  time I will now tu r n  to the procedural 

rules we ' l l  fol l ow  at thi s  hearing which has been the same 

at all the other hearings. 

Other than my opening statement which I am 

making now and previously received comments of Troy Wade, 

who is the Assistant Secretary of Energy for Defense 

Programs, there will not be any other remarks by Department 

of Energy or its contractors.  Howev e r ,  senior departmental 

staff is here, Bitting in f ront, and they are l i stening to 

all the comments that are being received. 

Comments are going to be received i n  the 

follOWing orde r :  Any elected or appOinted fede ral , state or 

governmental offi cial s will be given f i rst chance to 

comment . I bel iev e  we have two individual s in that category 

thi s  eveni ng . Following that we will hear presentations by 

representatives of nati onal , state and l ocal organizati ons 

who are partiCi pati ng in these proceedings. 

Fol l ow i ng that we will hear f rom membe r s  of 

the publ i c  who preregistered to speak pr ior to the end of 

business on March 1 8 th, 1 9 8 8 ,  which was the close of 

preregistration. I would stress that the order of 

commentors i n  thi s  regard has been done by random 

selection. We simply entered names into a compute r ,  and it 

came out with a l i st of commentors. 

Finally, the members of the public who 
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registered at the door of this hearing will be accommodated 

as time al lows.  

Organizati onal representative will be al lowed 

ten minutes for comment . Individuals will be al lowed f ive 

minutes. Because of the l arge numbe r of commentors i n  these 

proceedings, I think ther e ' s  been 8 3 2  individual s who have 

signed up, not only he re but throughout the state, we are 

asking people to keep within the timef rame al l owed. So if 

you are speaking for an organization or a publ ic of f i Ci al ,  

you have got ten mintues. And i f  you are an individua l ,  you 

have five minutes. 

To assist you i n  organizing your time, we have 

a signaling device up here. There ' s  a green l i ght that goes 

on at four minutes, and you can see you have a minute to go. 

And when the red l i ght goes on, you are out of time. When 

your time i s  up, do not go past the point i n  time the red 

l ight goes on, or you ' l l be i n  very se rious trouble if you 

do. 

The speaker l ist is posted at the back of the 

room, actually at the f ront door as you come in. We have 

been fol l OWing the order of speakers that are l i sted on 

those l i st s .  And so to give you some idea of thi s  

afternoon, we found that generally w e  were able t o  go 

through about ten commentors, ten to fifteen commentors pe r  

hou r .  W e  do not have any ca r ry-over commentors f rom this 
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afternoon. So after we hear f rom our four organizati onal 

representatives at the beginning of our program, we will  go 

d i rectly to publ i c  commentors. 

We are prepared to go to at least 1 1  o ' clock 

tonight to accommoda te people. To the extent that we st i l l  

hav e people who have not been accommodated by 1 1  0 '  cl oc k ,  

which i s  pr obabl e ,  w e  are going to hav e a continuation of 

thi s hearing sta rting Thursday, the 3 1 s t  of March, that ' s  

two days f rom now , Thursday, the 31st  of March, back here in 

this facil ity starting at two in the af ternoon and at seven. 

So if you have al ready pr eregistered to comment and have 

not been accommodated by 1 1 ,  or you signed up at the door 

and you don ' t  hav e  a chance to speak tonight, we will al low 

you to do so without any further action on your pa r t  next 

Thursday. 

If you do have questi on s ,  and we do sol i c i t  

questions, there are forms provided by t h e  Department of 

Energy at the registration desk as you come in. A written 

answer to every question will be prov ided , and the answers 

will be i ncluded in this hearing record. 

Fina l l y ,  l i d  l i ke to indicate that in terms of 

the decorum tnat we are cal l i ng for in these hearings, you 

people have been ext r aor dina r ily pati ent and very civ il and 

courteous to all the commentors,  and we greatly appr eciate 

that. Th i s  i s  a somewhat emoti onal issue ,  and the fact that 
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t h e  people a r e  l i stening to both sides of the v iew, i s  

greatly appreciated by t h e  Cha i r . 

We are not going to allow any combining of 

speake rtime. The f ive minutes you have al lotted to you is 

yours alone. Howev e r ,  if you represent a family and want to 

bring your family members up and comment together, that i s  

fine . 

Charts and other v i sual aids can be allowed or 

are allowed, if you want . Howev e r ,  if you do have something 

that you want included in the record,  you must have 

something that l s  of appr opr iate size that we can incl ude i n  

t h e  hearing record. 

Finally,  as I menti oned, this i s  a record 

proceeding. As I mentioned earl i e r ,  everything that is 

bei ng sa i d  is being recorded by the co u r t  reporter in the 

front of the room. Accord ingl y ,  in order to accurately and 

fully capture your comments, we are going to ask you to 

speak f rom the podium up here. When you come to the 

microphone , please give us your name and your address for 

the record. Once you do that, we i l l start timing you for 

the f iv e  minutes.  

If you have questions about procedures or any 

of the i ssues in this  proceeding, feel free to ask me dur i ng 

the breaks, we i l l hav e a number of those throughout the 

meeting. In add i t i on to that, there are departmental fol ks , 
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DOE folks i n  the back of the room and a t  the registration 

table that are able to help you if you do have any 

questions. 

With that, we ' l l go ahead and begin with our 

l i st of commentors tonight. The f i rst scheduled camrnentor 

is Senator John Peavey. I don ' t  bel ieve Senator Peavey is 

here, so we ' l l have to go to our next commentor who I will 

find out . Our next scheduled commentor . i s Mr.  Clarence 

Bil l em ,  County Commissione r .  

CLARENCE BILL EM, 

appea r i ng as a witness, testified as fol l ow s :  

MR. BILLEM : My name i s  Cl a rence B il l em. 

( Unintel l i gible. ) My address is Route 1 ,  Rupe rt, Idaho. 

I ' ll try to not to make any mistakes, I ' ll 

read this presenta tion. Fi rst of al l ,  I ' d  li ke to thank you 

for lett i ng me make th i s  presentation here today. 

My name is Clarence B illem ,  and I will give 

you a brief background of my self so you can understand the 

pe rsonal interest I have in the SIS. attended the 

University of Idaho, School of Mine s ;  enl isted i n  the U . S.  

Ai r Force during World War II;  Pilot Of f i cer with 2 , 0 0 0  

fl ight hou rs,  medium bombers,  transport plane s ;  honorable 

di scharge in 1945 . 
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I started farming by purchasing 40 a c r e  farms 

which were badly eroded via wind and water.  I leveled them, 

making it a highly productive farm. am married and have 

raised eight ch ildren. Currently I am a Minidoka County 

Commiss ione r .  I ca re for the quality of the a i r ,  water and 

land, and l i ke all the farmers, we are the or iginal 

envi ronmental i sts. 

Idaho ' s  tax base is being eroded by federal 

land purchases, increased wilde rness and other services 

costs. Yet, we have to try to maintain status quo with 

these entities ' erosions. With th i s  i n  mind, the additional 

payroll and other expenditures at INEL would be a welcome 

booster to the State of Idaho ' s  eroded economy _ Idaho is 

approximately 85 pe r cent f�derally and state owned. The 

federal government pays 10 �ents an acre for some land and 

7 5  cents per acre for other land. The State of Idaho pays 

nothing to counties that contain these lands, including 

maintaining their roads, giving fire protection and a long 

l i st of other serv i ces.  

The radioactive material in various forms i s  

going to b e  transported through Idaho ; ei ther t o  Col orado, 

New Mexico , South Carolina or Arco. We i n  Idaho have a lot 

to gain f rom th i s  facil ity and its technology. The proposal 

of technol ogy transfer would have far- reaching advancements 

for Idaho ' S  educational system . Our students and 
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inst r ucto r s  will gain from the lase r and advanced computer 

technol ogy out of SIS procedur es .  Usually, advanced 

break-throughs are made during such procedures which can 

further benef it Idaho and its peopl e .  Furthermore, our 

risks of receiving overdoses of radioactivity are far 

greater f rom fallouts that occur f rom poor nuclear device 

testing procedures that are ongoing both west of us , l i ne of 

our prevailing winds, and all over the world,  than could 

happen from SIS if located at Areo. 

Our state being seated atop the Columbia Lava 

Fl ow ,  which sta rts in Canada and ends i n  Oregon, is another 

reason for alarm -- water pollut i on. Anywhere along that 

route water pollut i on of any kind can occur ; yet, nowhere is 

it monitored for pollut i on as closely as at the INEL 

facil ity. 

Here in Idaho we have we have to do al l we can 

to keep the state financially sound. We have large populous 

areas areas dictating the pol icy for OUr resource 

management . These entities are mandating pol i cy with no 

financial assistance and at the same time eroding our tax 

base. Yet, Idaho has to maintain roads, services, and 

school s at l evels commensurate with the rest of the nation. 

SIS would be a source of status quo maintenance for Idaho. 

INEL has been around a long time. Thei r 

safety record impeccable. With the addition of SIS to the 
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INEL, I cannot foresee any dete r ioration of safety or 

gegradation of the env i ronment. The employees of INEL have 

been citiz ens of Idaho for a long time . I cannot see them 

putt ing f e l l ow Idahoans in a greater r i sk mode by the 

addi ti on of SIS. 

We incessantly get opposition f rom resort reas 

of changes that may occu r ,  such as wilderness extensions or 

SIS-type pr oj ects. Espe c i al ly in regard to nuclear 

const r uction, hydropower dams or coal- f i red facilities.  

Yet,  from the same areas come massive structures with five 

or six f urnaces, heated SWimming pools, saunas, hot tubs and 

waterbeds. Multitudes of demands f rom the systems they 

conti nuously fight against . Where must this increaSing 

demand for el ect r i cal energy come f rom? Someone else ' s  

backyard. In l ight of more wilderness, we sustain losses in 

mining, lumber and industry;  therefore,  we definitely need 

SIS to help maintain our eroding tax base. 

SIS will promote j obs , new const ruction, new 

technol ogy advances, constant moni tor ing of our resources 

and a general upl ift in Idaho ' S  economy . undoubtedly 

support the SIS proj ect to be an idaho advancement. 

Respectfully submitted, Clarence F.  Bellem. 

HEARING OFFICER: Thank you Commissi one r .  

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Commi ssioner Billem ' s  

192 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 
P . O .  Box 57 8 ,  Boi se, ID 83701 

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 1 

1 . 1  

1

2

3

6

7

9

17

2

3

5

7



-....j 
N 
-....j 

1 . 1  

2 . 1 .  6 

1 0  

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

14 

15 

16 

17 

1 8  

1 9  

2 0  

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

T502  

comments will be entered i n  the record a s  Exhibit No. 3 5 4  as 

received by the Chai r .  

Next scheduled commentor i s  L iz Paul o n  behalf 

of Snake River Alliance. 

( Appl ause. ) 

LIZ PAUL, 

appear i ng as a witness, testif ied as fol l ows : 

MS. PAUL ; The Snake River Al l i ance is a 

pol icy publ i c  citi zens group based in Boise, Idaho. The 

Snake River All iance is a membe rship. of 600 peopl e. The 

Alliance is supported by membe rship fees , cont r ibutions and 

foundation grants. 95 pe rcent of the indiv idual s who 

support the Snake River Al l i ance l iv e  in Idaho. 50 percent 

of the Life-Guard Idaho campaign i ncome i s  received f rom 

Idaho. 

The Snake River Al liance i s  opposed to the 

const ruction and operation of the Special Isotope Sepa ration 

plutonium processing facil ity. The Draft Envi ronmental 

Impact Statement is inadequate and unacceptabl e. The 

document omits critical data, including the fact that the 

mission of the SIS will only last seven to eight years, and 

that includes nume rous inadequacies -- excuse me, 

inaccu racies . 
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The inclusion of a discl aimer on the inside 

front cover which states that the United States Government 

i s  not l i able or responsible for the accuracy or 

compl eteness of information contained within the document is 

alarming. Thi s  i s  not a one time mistake on the part of the 

Depa r tment of Ene r gy .  The Env i ronmental Assessment on the 

Fuel Processing Restoration proj ect out at the INEL which 

was released l ast year al so includes such a disclaime r .  

I n  view of these facts, t h e  Snake River 

Al l i ance requests that the Depa rtment of Energy reissue the 

Draf t  Envi ronmental Impact Statement. 

I ' m  submitting a l i st of gr ievances in regards 

to the hearing procedu res,  but before I get into the 

compl aints I would l i ke to give my sincere thanks to Roy and 

to Jani ne and the other staff that have made these hearings 

run as well as they have considering the things which I will 

get into now. 

Our gr ievances incl ude, but are not l imited to 

the fol l owing : The DOE ignored numerous requests f rom 

citizens groups and and elected of f i cians and refused to 

schedule hearings i n  Pocatel lo or Lewiston, Idaho. These 

requests had been made for good reason. Hundreds of people 

had expressed i nterest in presenting comment s .  The 

additi onal hearings would have accommodated many mo r e  people 

and l essened the burden on the three hearings that were 
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scheduled. 

Having refused to schedule additi onal hea r i ngs 

or act in any way to accommodate the hundreds of pe ople who 

were signi ng up, the DOE was faced with hav ing 70 hours of 

testimony and only 24 hours in which to hear i t .  The 

situation was clear at least two weeks before the hearings, 

but the Department of Energy waited unt i l  the morni ng of 

heari ngs to do anything about it. 

What they did was ask peopl e to come back 

another time. There are three additi onal hea r i ngs 

scheduled; �omorrow in Boise, Wednesday in Idaho Fal l s  and 

then back aga i n  here on Thursday. Many of these people had 

traveled many mil es and took time off of work in order to 

come to the hea ri ngs and speak their pi ece. There ' s  no 

excuse for th i s  lack of planning on the part of the 

Department of Energy. I can ' t  think of a better way to 

d i scourage publ i c  pa rt i ci pation and l imit public input. 

Ope ration of the SIS plant cal l s  for a 

considerable amount of plannin� and foresight, as wel l as 

the abi l ity to respond qui ckly when necessary. The DOE ' s  

handl i ng of these hearings should a warni ng t o  us . If thi s  

i s  any ind i cation o f  the way in which they w i l l  operate the 

SIS plant , I ' m  truly fearful . 

The Snake River Al l i ance would l i ke to go on 

reco r d  now requesti ng that the DOE schedule 1 40 hours of 
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hearings o n  the Final Env i ronmental Impact Statement . At 

the rate the opposition to the SIS has grown, Snake River 

Al l i ance expects to at least double the number of people who 

want to testify at the next set of hea r i ngs.  

(Appl ause. ) 

MS . PAUL : The Snake River Al l i ance has argued 

for the l ast 1 8  months that there is no need for additi onal 

weapon-grade plutoni um and, theref ore, no need for the SIS 

faCi l ity. The United States al ready possesses an enormous 

stockp i l e  of weapon-grade plutonium, and that stockpile has 

a shel f- l ife of 2 0 ,000  yea r s .  

O n  Friday, March 25th ,  DO E  off icial,  Troy 

Wade, admitted that the Snake River Al l i ance was co r r ect . 

Be sa i d  that the r e  is no known need for additional sources 

of plutonium in the near-term or i n  the future. But l i ke a 

chameleon, the DOE has now changed its co l o r .  The DOE has 

developed another way to j ustify th i s  bill ion dollar laser 

toy. The DOE says we need the SIS to provide redundancy and 

technological diversity. Redundancy co provide something 

there i s  no need for? 

The compa r i son that came to my mind is buying 

d i a pe r s  for ch il dren who are al ready toi l et trained. The 

SIS makes as much sense as buying 1 , 0 0 0  Buggies a year for 

ch il dren who are into make-up and fast ca r s .  O r  maybe you 

just want the di apers around to provide your household some 
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technological diversity. I suggest that the DOE buy the 

Huggies ; they hav e something to put in them. 

(Applause. ) 

MS. PAUL : Seriously, what kind of line are 

they feeding us and what kind of people do they think we are 

that we are going to  swallow it? There is a finite supply 

of legally available feed material for the proposed SIS 

plant. Any ability that the SIS has to provide redundancy 

or technological diversity will diminish as the feed supply 

dwindles and will vanish entirely after seven to eight 

years.  

hear rumors that the DOE i s ,  once again, 

suggesting that the SIS be used for what ' s  called weapons 

return. That wil l mean the eventual processing of over 1 00 

metric  tons of plutonium in the SIS and the transportation 

of that plutoni um into and out of Idaho. 

Or maybe the DOE hopes that the Hart-Simpson 

amendment will be repealed and they will gain access to all 

of the plutonium now locked within commercial nuclear 

reactor spent fuel . 

The Department of Energy has repeatedly 

refused to inform the publ ic of its long-term plans for the 

SIS. The Snake River All iance demands that the Depa r tment 

of Energy discl ose its plans for this facility and evaluate 

the consequences of all possible missions for the SIS in the 
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reissued Draft Environmental Impact Statement. Idaho has 

the right to know. 

(Applause. ) 

MS. PAUL : The SIS has been linked to national 

security_ Some think that the SIS would increase our 

national security. The Snake River Alliance believes just 

the opposite. The SIS is estimated to cost close to 

$1 bil l ion, and I want to emphasize estimated. Where is 

this money coming f rom? It ' s  coming f rom other government 

program s ;  programs needed to educate, house and feed 

Americans. Programs needed to fix our highways and clean up 

toxic wastes . Programs needed for basic research and 

industrial redevelopment. 

The SIS will not solve this fundamental 

probl em ,  no more than a few more life savers -- life 

preservers would have saved the pe ople on the Titani c.  The 

answer to America ' s  problems will not be found in the 

production of more weapon-grade plutonium. 

This country needs j obs . Idaho needs j obs. 

The union wor kers need j obs . To some, a j ob refining 

plutonium for nuclear weapons may be better than no j ob at 

all .  But what kind of choice is that? Americans deserve 

jobs that they Can be proud of. 

Senators McCl Ure and Symms, Stallings and 

Crai g,  and Governor Andrus all say they want to provide j obs 
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for Idahoans. If they can ' t  th ink of any better way than 

the SIS to provide j obs , I suggest we replace them with 

someone who can. 

(Applause. ) 

MS. PAUL : I suggest we replace them with 

someone who i s  will ing to speak out on the behalf of both 

the unions and the scientists and bring the real jobs to 

Idaho, jobs with a f uture and j obs for the future. 

The INEL is a vital part of Idaho ' s  economy . 

Let ' s  put our pol iticians to work to secure funding for 

peaceful research and development. Let ' s  put Idaho and the 

INEL to wor k on solving America ' s  energy problems and 

Ameri ca ' s  problems with hazardous and nuclear waste. Let ' s  

put Idaho and the INEL to work bui l ding a stronger Ame rica .  

T h e  S I S  can b e  stopped and it will be 

stopped. A DOE official was quoted in the New York Times 

yesterday saying, - If we can ' t  get a facil ity like th i s  

b u i l t  here, you wonder if w e  can bui l d  anything anywhere. -
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I f  it has to do with nuclear weapons, I would 1 9  

contend that the DO E  will not be able t o  bui l d  i t  anywhere. 20 

(Applause. ) 2 1  

MS. PAUL : The American taxpayer knows when 22 

enough i s  enough. 23 

The overwhelming maj or i ty of speakers at these 24 

hearings these last few days have opposed the SIS i n  Idaho 2 5  

1 9 9  
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o r  anywhe re. Our el ect ted of f icial s must now speak out 

against th i s  hor rendous waste of taxpayers' dollars, th i s  

plutonium factory, if they a r e  to represent Idaho ' s  peopl e .  

I want t o  extend my sincere thanks t o  ev eryone 

who has shown the courage and the responsibility to look 

past the facade of short-term promises and hold forth a 

vi sion for the futUre which does not include nuclear 

weapons. Together, we will stop the SIS and build a 

stronger Amer i ca. 

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING ' OFFICER: It ' s  hard to get that much 

applause in the record. 

The next scheduled commentor i s  Judith Hawkes, 

representing the Global Env i ronmental Proj ect Institute. 

JUDITH HAWKES, 

appearing as a witness, testi fied as fol l ow s :  

M S .  HAWKES : G ood evening. My name is Judith 

Hawkes, and I represent the G lobal Envi ronment Project 

Institute, Box 1 11 1 ,  Ketchum, Idaho. Thank you for giving 

me the opportunity to testify th i s  evening. 

The purpose of the Global Env ironment Project 

Insti tute i s  to educate citiz ens and students regarding the 
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local connection to gl obal conCe rns of population 

env i ronment and development. We show how people right here 

in Idaho can make the world a better place for present and 

future generations to live. 

The Gl obal Env i ronment ' s  position on the DEIS 

suggests that the environmental ly prefe r r ed alternative is 

no action. The SIS should not be bu i l t  i n  Idaho. 

think that few here tonight could disagree 

that the world would be a better place if there was not a 

need to construct the nuclear weapons facil ity such as the 

SIS proj ect, yet our elected officials tell us that we need 

more weapons-grade plutonium. I pe r sonally have been told 

that this proj ect i s  al r eady a given. They claim that the 

SIS is going to be bu i l t  somewhere,  why not in Idaho. We 

need the j obs and I al so have been told the r e ' s  been some 

politi cal trade-offs.  

I thought our pur pose i n  exam ining a draft 

envi ronmental statement was to determine whether or not it 

can be bui l t  safely? Then, is it a given that the DEIS wil l 

be approved in spite of the serious reservations to its 

accuracy that have been raised by expe rts and conce rned 

citizens al ike? I s  this hearing for real ? Do the concerns 

of the av erage citizen of Idaho real ly matt e r ?  

Yes, I believe that y o u  and I do have a voice 

in this process and that we can stop this project f rom being 
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bu i l t  in Idaho or anywhe r e  e l s e .  Just l o o k  around t h e  room 

to see that most of the concerns expressed here tonight is 

not ove r  a few hundred short-term j obs, it is the concern 

for the long-term health and well-being of the residents of 

th i s  state, of th i s  country and of the wor l d .  

One o f  the biggest concerns that the institute 

has with the DEIS i s  the disclaimer at the front of the 

document. It states that, I quote : -Neither the United 

States government or any age ncy th e r eof , nor any of th ei r 

employees makes any warranty, express or impl ied, or assumes 

any legal liabil ity or responsi bil ity for the accuracy, 

compl eteness, or usefulness of any information, appa ratus, 

product or process disclosed. -

Does this di sclaimer mean that all the claims 

of environmental safety, then, are to be discounted? With 

this kind of di sclaime r ,  the DOE is taking the coward ' s  way 

out . After al l ,  what happens if that inevitable big 

earthquake rocks the foundation of the INEL and the 

plutonium l eaks into the Snake River Aqui f e r ?  Or the ground 

opens up l ike it did on Double Springs Pass f iv e  years ago 

and swal l ows a truck transporting the waste from Banford. 

Plutonium has to be handled in a vacuum at all times. It 

ignites instantly when exposed to a i r ,  and a piece the size 

of pinhead can cause cancer in whole populations. 

I ' m  conce rned about our responsibility to the 
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rest of the world if such an accident happens. The 

repu[cllssions of Chernobyl have touched many lives outside 

the Soviet Union. Today there are ch ildren dying of cancer 

in Sweden because of a simple human e r ror in a country far 

away . If we haven ' t  learned to control our own mistakes, 

how can the DOE hope to control what Mother Natur e  can do? 

Say we ' re lucky and no mistakes happen and 

that no earthquakes or highway accidents occur . What about 

the radioactive freon that will be routinely released into 

the atmosphere through the operation of the facility? Our 

precious ozone layer is being depleted at an alarming rate 

causing skin cancer and immune def iciency probl ems 

worldwide . Freon is known to have an adverse effect on the 

ozone layer . 

What about proper storage of the waste? If 

the WIPP plant in New Mexico continues to have leakage 

problems, it may not be a suitable sit e ;  and yet, the ooE 

has no alternative plans for waste di sposal of the substance 

that is lethally dangerous for 2 4 , 0 00 yea r s .  

The proposed S I S  plant i s  not a good bet for 

Idaho. The DEIS does not adequately addr ess health and 

envi ronmental safety for th-e people or the planet. It ' s  not 

a good bet for the earth, and it ' s  not a given. Peopl e j ust 

like you and me can stop this pr oj ect . Peopl e like you and 

me can find better j obs, long-term j obs for those who want 

2 0 3  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 
P.O.  Box 57 8 ,  Boi se, 10 8 3 7 0 1  

1 0  

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2 5  

them . Idaho doesn ' t  need to get into the bomb-making 

business. Even a five star general , DWight D. Eisenhower,  

could see  the writing on  the wal l ,  and I quote :  

-Every gun that i s  made, every warship 

launched, every rocket fired signi fies,  in a final sense , a 

theft from those who hunger and are not fed, and those who 

are cold and not clothed. The world at arms is not spending 

money alone. It is spending the sweat of its labor ers,  the 

genius of its scientists, and the hope of its children. R 

And those who do not learn f r om history are 

doomed to repeat it. Idahoans, we can do better at the INEL 

than the SIS project. The world will thank us for our 

vision. 

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEAR ING OFFICER : The written comments of 

Judith Hawkes made on behalf of the Global Envi ronment 

Proj ect Institute will be marked as Exhibit 356 for the 

record. And the Chair neglected to note that the written 

comments of Liz Paul on behal f of the Snake River Alliance 

will be admitted as Exhibit 355 . 

Next scheduled is Tom Pomeroy with the Wood 

River Chapter  of the Idaho Conservation League. 

MR. POMEROY ; Hello. My name is Tom Pomery. 

I am not at this point going to r epresent the Wood River,  
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Idaho, Conservation League . Do you want me to keep my place 

in line or proceed ahead of the 

HEARING OFFICER : Let me make sure I have 

this.  We had two -- I was informed there wer.e two 

individuals speaking on behal f of organizations, Mr.  Pornery 

on behalf of the Wood River Chapter and Janet O ' Crowley, 

representing the Commi ttee for Idaho ' s  High Desert.  

Are  yOll ready to spea k ?  

HS .  0 '  CROWLEY : am. 

HEARING OFFICER : Okay . Perhaps w e ' ll let her 

speak fi rst. Thank you. 

JANET O ' CROWLEY, 

appea ring as a witness, testif ied as follow s :  

MS . O ' CROWLEY : Friends and fellow citizens of 

Idaho, I am Janet O ' Crowley of Picabo, Idaho. No more 

address needed. 

have the honor to be known as the Chai rman 

of the Commi ttee for Idaho ' s  8igh Dese r t .  It ' s  the only 

environmental organization in Idaho dealing exclusively with 

the dese r t  publ ic lands of this state. We have a record of 

having scrutinized every maj or land use action in the last 

seven years. We have analyzed its effect upon the soi l ,  

waters,  the ai r , the wil dlife, vegetation, the scenic 
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characteristics and the esthetic quality. We have made our 

recommendations to the land agencies involved. Our constant 

concern is  for the preservation of the essential 

characteristics that make the high dese rt  what it is. It is 

a reservoi r of natUral ecosystems, operating as a 

counterbalance to the extreme manipul ation which takes place 

everywhere else in the state, the occupied portion where 

nature is a visitor and does not reman. That ' s  a pun. 

Okay. Just shortly, we as a people in the 

last few year s  in the United States of America have begun to 

appreciate the high degree of artistry that na ture showed in 

her ar rangement of mountains, rivers, valleys, vegetation. 

We have grown more cautious about interfering with the 

artistry of na ture, damming valleys, destroying vegetation, 

and we have lea rned thi s the hard way because each time that 

we violate a basic law of na ture, it comes around and we pay 

the price .  

I n  the world o f  technol ogy , no less than in 

ecology , grizzly bears,  whatever,  nature reigns supreme, and 

we all need to learn the nature, the laws of nature and live 

within them because if we don' t,  we may the price. 

Now , I ' ll skip over pOints that have been 

mentioned very frequently to the pOint of not needing to be 

mentioned any more. 

The question of need has not been addressed in 
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the larger context. The effects on the human env i ronment 

hav e ce rtainly not been addressed beyond radiation, [ems 

that would be encountered by a wor kman in the INEL plant 

itse l f .  Those th i ngs are obv ious to everyone who reads it.  

5 And the DOE ' s  of our government can be excused 
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if they have not had a great deal of expe rience in 

accounting for the effects on human environment or hav ing to 

abide within a f i xed cost or nav ing to explain what thei r 

action will do to the resources. But you might reasonably 

expect them to have a proven di sposal for the effl uent that 

they are about to create. They don ' t . Sinking it in a salt 

cavern i s  not neut ral i z ing it. And you would not al l ow a 

city gover nment to bu ild a sewage plant without know ing 

where the effluent was going to go. 

We have not been told any compell ing reasons 

why we should have this thing . They have not addressed the 

human ef fects, and very, very lightly has it been touched on 

here in these hea r i ngs. 

The insanity of asking us to buy this package 

when there i s  no known means that we can pay for it.  If you 

went to a banker and asked for a loan to buy a house, would 

he loan it to you if he knew that your income was not going 

to be sufficient to make the payments? And we can l i st all 

the things that DOE i s  responsible for i n  the next few 

years; cleaning up the city in Ohio,  the place in South 
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Carol i na and the famous place on the banks of the Columbia 

Riv e r .  Pl us, we know about the po�lut i on at INEL. They 

have not even budgeted funds to sta rt cleaning these up, and 

there are 200 , at least 200 weapons plants where the 

pollut i on is extreme, and they need to address how they are 

going to clean th i s  up. And I would suggest that if they 

ask for a bill ion dol lars,  they apply it where it will do 

the most good. 

But to deal with the desert.  For  the desert 

there are no benef its. Each time the Committee for Idaho ' s  

High Desert goes to the Bureau of Land Management to ask for 

one mile of fence to protect a str eam, and the banks and the 

r i pa r ian vegetation, we are tol d ,  that would cost $3 , 0 0 0  

j ust t o  bui l d  it and maybe $ 9 0  a year t o  maintain it,  and 

you know that your government doesn ' t  have that kind of 

money. 

All  the BLM districts in I�aho are ask i ng for 

volunteers th i s  year to take over small chores normal ly 

perf ormed by BLM pe r sonnel . For instance, they are asking 

for volunteers to patrol campg rounds because the land 

management funds have been cut again th i s  year. 

Now, who i s  going to stand up and tell these 

peopl e here that al l these nickel s and dimes should be 

th rown into a big pot for DOE ' S  use when they can ' t  even 

show us any good we will receive from it? 
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T h e  Committee for Idaho ' s  H i g h  Desert will 

compl ain to BLM because they have not reseeded a burntover 

area where the dee r ,  the mule deer spent the winte r .  And we 

are told, and thi s  i s  a l iteral quotation, that only the 

Di rector in Washington can approve reseeding the Kimama 

burn, thi s  is a couple of years ago, because the f i r e  wasn ' t  

i n  the budge t .  

W e  a r e  not j ust ti red and angry that the money 

is continually drained away from the basic needs to keep the 

range surviving, even in its present degraded state. We 

want a bill ion dollars now for BLM to restore the na tive 

grasses, maintain the roads, bu ild visitor centers, keep the 

fences up, protect the ar chaeological sites. We want them 

to restore the degraded streams and provide for the wildl ife 

to return and stop soil erosion now. 

The people of Idaho were nev e r  given a choice 

on what we are going to buy with a bill ion dol l ars. We were 

just offered a pig i n  a poke, it i s  a l ot l i ke a protection 

racket. They tell us, give us a bi l l ion dollars and we ' l l 

see that you get one-thousandth of it back in wages. 

(Applause. ) 

MS. O ' CROWLEY: Now , let me tel l you 

something; only the poorest nations, and think of the 

poorest nation that you can, does n ' t  have a sh i r t  on its 

back. Only the poorest nations spend thei r sUbstance in 
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day-to-day living and keep nothing back for t h e  futUre. 

There ' s  no way the United States can keep paying a bil l ion 

dollars to clean up th is and a bill ion dollars to clean up 

that. And I ' d  ask you, let ' s  not tal k  about building any 

new one s .  

Now, t h e  spi n-offs that w e  are told w i l l  offer 

us this great advantage will be one , an unpayable debt that 

OUr children wil l ,  to compa r e  them to Ci nderella.  They have 

an ugly stepmother that ' s  going to snatch the bread of f the 

tabl e ,  and there will be scattered all over thi s  land 

numerous sites wher e ,  to step on and to wal k through wil l be 

either fast or sl ow death. And our basic heritage of green 

lands, pure water,  clear ai r are all going to be sold f or a 

mess of plutonium and the ugly stepsi ste r s  got it al l .  

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : The written comments of 

Janet D ' Crowley of Picabo will  be included in the record as 

Exhibit No. 357 . 

She ' s  also handed me written comments of Bolly 

Riviera, al so f rom Pi cabo . We ' ll also include that in the 

record as Exhibit No. 3 5 8 .  

At t h i s  time, ladies and gentlemen, that 

concludes our l i st of organizational representatives who 

were speaking this eveni ng. As I mentioned earl ier,  they 
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all had ten mi nutes within which to make thei r comments. 

We ' l l  now go to the l i st of publ ic commentors, 

and each of them will have f ive m i nutes with in which to 

speak .  

For planning purpose s ,  let m e  suggest t o  you 

that, as I mentioned earl i e r ,  it is our intent to go to 1 1  

o ' clock thi s eveningw W e  have found that o n  t h e  average 

this afternoon we were able to do somewhere between ten to 

fifteen commentors pe r  hou r .  S o  assuming that w e  a r e  going 

to hav e about three hours to receive comment , we should be 

somewhere down into the late 4 0 5  or the 5 0 s  in th i s  

particular matter.  

In the event that,  as I mentioned, you are not 

going to be able to testify tonight, we are going to have a 

continuation of these hearings next Thursday, the 31st of 

March, at 2 in the afternoon and at 7 in the ev ening, once 

again here. To the extent that your name i s  already on the 

l i st or you si gned in at the door, and we do not accommodate 

you today, you ' l l  have the oppo rtuni ty to comment next 

Thursday. 

In addition to that, if you have brought 

wri tten comments with you, and would l i ke to leave them with 

me and not testify on Thursday, you may do so. We ' ll be 

taking breaks pe r iodically throughout the evening, and I ' d  

suggest that you bring them forward at that time. 
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At this po i nt we ' l l go ahead and begin with 

our regular publ i c  commentors, and the f i rst order or f i rst 

individual is Tony E.  McNev in. 

TONY E.  McNEV IN, 

appearing as a witness, testi f i ed as fol l ow s :  

MR. McNE.VIN : I don ' t  know if you are aw are of 

i t ,  but today is k i nd of the atom i c  age anniversary; it ' s  

the bi rthday of the Three Mil e  Isl and near melt-down, 

another nuclear acci dent that could have happened. 

I ' m  Tony McNev in f rom Jerome, Idaho, by the 

way . 

As is the case with all such phenomena arising 

f rom our internati onally war l i ke and domesti cally violent 

society, the SIS controversy i s  rooted more deeply in the 

soil s of pol iti cal int r i gue and economic greed than in those 

of pure science and rati onal national interest . 

Thi s  nation has attained, I would say 

degenerated to, if the re had been any real effort to prevent 

it, a stagnant trade situs v i s-a-vis the world community. 

Our greatest export from the harbor of New Yor k  i s  strap 

meta l ,  and that f rom the large west Coast harbor is waste 

pape r .  Both of these exports are molded into proj ects by 

other nations and sold back to us.  
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But there i s  one sphere in which the United 

States reigns supreme, and that is i n  the manuf acture and 

worldwide sell i ng of dest ruction. We are gunrunners to the 

world, sell ing to any regime prom i s i ng continued 

subs c r i pt i on to our recipes for human misery. And if these 

machi nes of war cannot be sold with the collaboration of 

Congress, they can, as recently demonst rated, be 

surrept i t i ously peddled by heroes of the mil itary 

indust r i al .  

( Appl ause . ) 

MS. McNEV IN : My point here is,  you don ' t  know 

where th i s  plutonium is going to go . Maybe Oll i e  does. 

Presi dent Ei senhower, as was mentioned before, 

an authentic mil itary hero, maybe as time goes on a fairly 

decent Republ ican, warned against the perils of a society 

dominated by the manuf act urers of weapons operating through 

the i r  pol itical lackeys. We have, as a result of 

shortSighted greed, fai l ed to heed his warning. 

And now Senator Symms, a shameless prostitute 

to the arms industry --

(Appl ause . ) 

MR. McNEVIN : -- a man who actually drank the 

wastewater at INEL to demonstrate his subordination, you 

know -- It was interest i ng ,  at a l ater meeting in Idaho 

Fal l s  that a phYSi cist told him what was actually in that 
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wate r ,  and he has never -- I mean ,  he couldn ' t  work there 

in a white coat, he might clean up later. But when they 

asked him, ·Woul d you do it aga i n ? ·  He sa id,  ·You think I ' m  

c r azy?R A man who has publ icly del ighted i n  the tr agedy at 

Chernoby l ,  is magnanimously cutting Idahoans in on 

international cr ime. 

Our farme rs,  builders,  mine r s ,  logge r s  and 5 . 2 7 . 7 . 1 
ranchers may someday send thei r chil dren to the S IS Project 

where they ' l l earn cool ie wages for wiping sweat from the 

10 brows of white-coated scientists who have traded 

11 professional and pe r sonal morality for the opportunity to 

12 pursue knowledge. 

13 We, the citi zens of Idaho, must r i se against 

1 4  t h e  perversion o f  our moral and ethical traditions. W e  must 2 . 7 . 2  
15 refuse poSitions at the foot of the tabl e set by the arms 

16 merchants. We must, whi l e  ther e ' s  still time, set l imits to 

17 the extent we ' l l stretch our mor al ity for the j ingle of a 

1 8  l ittle s i l V e r  i n  o u r  pockets. 

1 9  Just as I - - si nce t h e  red l i ght i sn ' t  o n  yet, 

20 I ' d  l ike to say that l ' d  l i ke to see this k i nd of enthusiasm 

1 . 1  21 carried through agai nst proj ects such as this in the 

22 pol i tical arena , and the next time sombody l i ke Symms, and 

23 especially Symms, comes up for reelection, send him back to 

24 his daddy ' s  apple orchards or let him go to INEL and get a 

25 job up there.  
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(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: The written comment of Tony 

McNev i n  will  be incl uded in the record as Exhibit 3 5 9 .  

Next commentor i s  J ul i e  Rodman. 

JULIE RODMAN, 

appea ring as a witness, testi f ied as follow s :  

MS .  RODMAN : M y  name i s  J ul i e  Rodman, Box 3 8 3 ,  

Bellevue, Idaho. 

I ' d  l i ke to keep i t  short so everyone gets a 

chance to spea k. 

Name i s  Julie Rodman. I ' m  16 years old ,  and 

I ' m opposed to the SIS on the grounds that the politi cians 

who are proposing thi s  SIS and th e scientists that are 

developing it, and, i n  fact, the SIS itsel f may not be here 

i n  ten yea r s .  But I wil l ,  and so will the weapons, and so 

will the nuclear waste that they c r eate. Isn ' t  that a lot 

to leave for f uture generations? I sn ' t  that a lot to leave 

for people who haven ' t  even been born yet? 

So I ' m  requesting that you guys don ' t  l et this 

happen .  Come u p  h e r e  and speak o u t  and don ' t  l e t  them put 

the SIS anywhere. 

Thank you. 

(Applause . )  
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BEAR ING OFFICER: Next scheduled commentor i s  

Ian VOnL i ndern fol lowed by Quay Ha rshal l .  

IAN VonL INDERN, 

appea r i ng as a witness, testif ied as fol low s :  

MR .  VonLINDERN : My name i s  I a n  VonL i ndern.  

My address i s  4250 Snow Road i n  Moscow, Idaho. 

I testify here tonight as a local citi z en 

whose fami ly,  heal th , home and prope r ty can be affected by 

thi s  proj ect . I was born and rai se d  on a fourth generation 

family farm not 20 miles f rom her e .  I sti l l  maintain a home 

the re. 

I ' m  also an expe r t  i n  the field of hazardous 

wastes,  who is an Idahoan and who does not have an 

outside r ' s  agenda testifying_ 

hold a PhD. degree in envi ronmental 

engine e ring ,  17 years of expe r i ence in this state i n  

hazardous waste di sposal and po l l ution cont rol . Four of 

those years were with di r ect j ur i sd i ct i on over the Snake 

River Pl ain Aqui f e r .  

have reviewed th i s  document f rom the 

hazardous waste pe r spective and f ind i t  inadequate. The 

only reference that ' s  provided for waste di sposal are about 

33 di ffer ent versions of the fol l ow i ng sentence : "Wastes 
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will be handled i n  accordance with DOE Order 5480 . l B  and 

RCRA as implemented by 4 0  CFR 26 0-280 . "  

With that kind of information, I think the 

only thi ng we can rely on in ev al uating this proposal is 

DOE ' s  record.  And that i s  universally acknowledged as 

deplorabl e. 

(Applause. ) 

MR. VonL INDERN : Two numbe r s  put it in 

per spective for me; total cost of cleaning up all the 

nation ' s  domestic waste dumps, all f rom cities and states 

and local government s, and al l the commercial industry is 

right now pegged at about $10 . 5 b i l l ion. The estimated 

costs to the u . s .  taxpay ers to clean up DOE ' s  wastes alone 

are f rom 1 0 0- to the $250 bill ion dollars, ten to 25 times 

as much as the rest of industry in this count ry. And each 

of those projects that created that mess was j ust i f ied by 

the same generic sentence, al l wastes will be di sposed of in 

accordance with DOE pol icy order 1 2345 . DOE should spend 

its money on cleaning up its past messes, not creating new 

ones. 

(Applause. ) 

MR. VonL INDERN : And where are the wastes from 

SIS going to go? H igh-level wastes are supposed to go to 

WIPP in New Mexico. 

Let me draw your attention to that inch thick 
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document I j ust gave Mr.  Eiguren. That is a consent order 

between the State of New Mexico and the Department of 

Energy. And in that consent order are over $700 mill ion in 

concessions given by DOE to the State of New Mexico to 

alleviate New Mexico ' s  conce rns with wet waste. They 

include such item s as state indemnif ication for accidents 

nearly, $200 mill ion i n  road improvements, funding for 

health studies, emergency prepa redness, monitoring forces. 

Now, nearly one-third of the shipments 

scheduled to go to WIPP are com ing f rom INEL . If these 

wastes are so dangerous, which DOE has to award almost 

three-quarters of a bill ion dollars for New Mexico to take 

them, why are they of no conce rn i n  Idaho? If they are so 

dangerous for New Mexico, where they are processed, where 

they are containe r i z ed and packaged for WIPP ' s disposa l ,  why 

are they not of concern in Idaho where they are produced, 

processed, hel d i n  indef inite storage, t r ansported over our 

hi ghways. You know what cond i tion they are in. And all of 

this takes place on top of our most precious water supply.  

The answer is simpl e .  If these types of 

concessions and costs were admitted to, it would pr ice this 

project r ight out of Idaho and right back to Banford where, 

if it ' s  going to be bu ilt,  that ' s  where it should be. 

One more thing about WIPP. Just last week DOE 

announced it was reducing the amount of material to be 
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accepted at WIPP by 7 5  pe r cent. One-th i rd of that waste was 

to come from INEL. Where is it going now? Nowhe re. It 

will stay on the Snake River Pl ain. Where will the SIS 

waste go? Same place. If SIS is buil t at INEL, those 

wastes are probably going to be there for the rest of ou rs 

lives. Why is there no mention of that in this document ? 

Same reason. Tell the truth about the perspe ctive for waste 

di sposal and provide concessi ons to Idaho that other states 

demand to hand l e  these wastes would pr i ce this proj ect right 

out of Idaho. INEL is will ing to forgo those concessions 

and not provide the safety and considerations that other 

states demand , al l for 700 j obs . I ' m  one Idahoan that ' s  

against i t .  INEL has a vested interest i n  not objectively 

evaluating the pr o j ect. The DOE should reject this EIS and 

reexam i ne INEL status as a favored al ternative. 

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEAR ING OFFICER ; The written comments of 

Dr.  Ian H. VOnLindern, as well as the suppor t i ng documents 

he was refer enced during his comments, have been admitted 

into the record as Exhibit Number 3 6 0 .  

Next scheduled comment o r  is order 4 ,  Quay 

Mar shal l .  
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QUAY MARSHALL, 

appea r i ng as a Witness, testi f ied as fol l ow s :  

MR .  MARSHALL : My name is Quay Marshall , 

Hai l ey ,  Idaho, Post Office Box 694 . 

I would l i ke to address Cong ress, as well as 

the Depa rtment of Energy. Since we know from past actions 

the DOE doe sn ' t  l i sten to publ i c  when there are differing 

Views, I hope that publicly elected off i cials wil l .  

To some, Idaho has always been a quiet state 

that didn ' t  speak out . That is rapidly changing. There are 

a growing number of people i n  Idaho who are speaking out 

against the SIS and what it stands for . 

The thi ngs we have here are being threatened. 

The antel ope herds of the Arco dese r t ,  and aqUifer which is 

the l if e  blood of the dese r t ,  and our farms, and the very 

ai r we breath will have the potential to come to an 

i r replaceable end . These are not crazy thoughts. The DOE 

wants to transport and and manufact ure one of the most 

lethal SUbstances we know in our backyard.  They are will ing 

to address our env i ronment and our l ives so that they can do 

something even craz ier,  build more nUclear bombs . 

In a time when we should be tryi ng to create 

peace, how can making bombs possibly help? 

The facts are th ere for anybody to see. 
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Amer i ca has outrageous stockp i l es of weapons-grade 

plutonium. There is simply no need for this facil ity. Some 

people talk of future needs. Wake up ! We are dealing with 

a substance that will remain radioactive for over 2 4 , 0 0 0  

years. O u r  descendants w i l l  b e  trying t o  deal w i t h  our 

garbage I f i nd it insane to keep producing somethi ng we 

can ' t  even properly deal with now. There is no such thing 

as a foolproof containment system . All we really have are 

hazardous temporary storage facil ities sitting over our 

water supply which the DOE has done nothing about. 

I sincerely hope that our publ ic of f i c i al s  

w i l l  start treating t h i s  a s  the threat at th i s  time i s .  We 

won ' t  get a second chance. 

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : The wri tten comment of Quay 

Marshall will be incl uded in the record as Exhibit No. 3 6 1 .  

H e  has al so provided for the record a wri tten comment f rom 

Faye Kuhn of Hailey ,  Idaho. We ' ll mark that are as Exhibit 

No. 3 6 2 .  

Next scheduled commentor is Richard Curzon, 

Mr. Richard Curzon. 

( No response . ) .  

HEARING OFFICER : He ' s  not here, we ' ll pass 

him over for the moment. 
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Barb Hel l e r .  understand that Barb Heller 

has traded pos i t i ons with M r .  Mike sul l ivan. 

MIKE SULLIVAN, 

appearing as a witness, test i f i ed as follows: 

MR. SULLIVAN : My name is Mike Sul l ivan, and I 

l iv e  in Hailey ,  Idaho. 

It ' s  unfortunate the SIS Project has gone th i s  

far.  It must be stopped before another dollar is spent on 

it.  I oppose it not only on envi ronmental grounds, but 

economi c  and health grounds. 

We are told the purpose of th is hearing i s  to 

consider the envi ronmental impacts, but that ' s  a sham. 

The EIS boldly states there ' s  nothing to be 

concerned about . That ' s  nonsense. Accidents happen. And 

consequences of an accident involv ing material s  as deadly as 

plutonium are monumental . The nuclear establ ishment has 

been tell ing us for years there ' s  nothing to be conce r ned 

about ; they have it under control . Meanwhile, we f ind that 

thousands of unsuspecting ci ti zens have been exposed to 

radiation f rom nuclear bomb testing in Nevada. We ' ve 

experienced the accidents at Chernobyl and Three Mile 

Isl and, and w e ' ve learned of the accidental di scharges of 

radiati on at Hanford and Rocky Flats. 

222 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 
P.O.  Box 57 8 ,  Boi se ,  ID 8 3 7 0 1  

1 . 1  

2 . 8 . 2  

5 . 1 .  3 6  

5 . 24 . 2 7 

3 . 2 . 2 3 

5 . 3 0 . 4 . 1 4 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

17

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

13

17



2 . 7 . 9  

7 

1 0  

11 

-.....j 12 � 
N 

1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

5 . 2 7 . 6 . 6  1 7  

1 8  

1 9  

20 

21 

22 

5 . 2 7  . 6 . 1 1  
23 

24 

25 

I ' m  not reassured by thi s  E 15 .  

There ' s  a n  aspect of envi ronmental impact that 

can ' t  be assessed in a document such as this. That ' s  the 

impact on our global envi ronment by the production of more 

plutonium for nuclear than weapons. 

Everything we do has an impact, but the 

effects are not always immediately visible. Our global 

envi ronment is sick because too many decisions have been 

made on the bas i s  of greed, expediency, ar rogance and 

cynicism. All these elements come into play on the SIS 

Proj ect. 

We see greed and desi re to push ahead with 

th i s  unneeded proj ect so that it will create j obs and the 

cash flow of federal dollars,  my dol lars. object to them 

being spent th i s  way. How will Idaho ' s  economy benef it f rom 

the introduction of nuclear weapons production if our 

government ' s  stated goal is to reduce the number of these 

weapons ?  Who benef its? And for how long? I sn ' t  it 

hypoc r i sy for our representative in Congress to say they ' re 

trying to cut unnecessary federal spending and then endorse 

th is? 

We see expediency in the belief the SIS will 

be developed somewhere, so why not Idaho? It ' s  a take the 

money and run attitud e .  

W e  s e e  ar rogance in t h e  attitude that the 
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economi c  and social benef its to a handful of people outweigh 

to ri sks thousands of people that the SIS poses. 

And we see cyni cism in the attitude that the 

only way the United States can continue to compete in the 

world of today and tomorrow is through the possession of 

more nuclear weapons. These attitudes and bel iefs impact 

the total global envi ronment negatively and do nothing to 

improve either our collective safety or our quality of 

l if e .  

M y  family came t o  Idaho because o f  what w e  saw 

as a clean environment. We continue to l ive here because of 

i t .  I won ' t  compromise o n  this. 

I s  thi s  state so morally bankrupt that it ' s  

will i ng to sell off its integrity in order to attract a few 

jobs? 

I believe the SIS Project should be totally 

abandoned. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Exhibi t No. 3 6 3  will be the 

written comments of Mike Sul l ivan. 

The next scheduled commentor is Tina Cole. 
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TINA COL E, 

appea r i ng as a witness, test i f ied as follow s :  

MS. COLE :  My name i s  Tina Col e ,  Box 80 2 ,  

Hailey, Idaho. 

oppose the proposal to construct, fund and 

operate the Special Isotope Sepa ration Project slated for 

the INEL site. I feel that the cost of the production and 

refi nement of plutonium is an unnecessary waste in a country 

whose arsenals are al ready full of nuclear warheads . 

Mil i tary spending has a created terr i ble 

deficit,  whi l e  neglecting val uabl e educational , social and 

env i ronmental programs within the United States. see very 

little ga i n  for the the State of Idaho economically with the 

proposed seven year cycle of the SIS Project while the short 

and long-range envi ronmental r i sks are grea t .  I would much 

rather see the $1 bill ion for th i s  facil ity go to the sorely 

lacking educati onal , envi ronmental and social programs of 

the state. 

At thi s time I would l ike to submit for the 

record letters from Matthew Wel l s ,  Daphne Cole and Thomas 

Teitge who all oppose the SIS Proj ect . 

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Exhibit 364 will be the 
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written comments of Matthew B. Wel l s , P. O. Box 80 2 ,  Hailey .  

The next exhibit, 3 6 5 ,  will be the written comme nts of 

Daphne Cole, Star Route Triumph, Hailey, Idaho. Exhibit 366 

will be the written comments of Thomas Teitge of Box 1780 , 

Hailey, Idaho. And Exhibit No. 367 will be the written 

Chri sti ne N .  Col e ,  P.O.  Box 150 8 ,  Bailey .  

Our next scheduled commentor i s  Patsy 

Batchel der . 

PATSY BATCHELDER, 

appea r i ng as a witness, testi f ied as fol l ow s :  

MS. BATCHELDER : H i .  I ' m  testifying against 

the need to bu ild the SIS in Arco or anywhere else on this  

precious earth of  ours. My f i rst concern i s  that of the 

need for plutonium. The U . S . has adequate stockpiles of 

plutonium to meet nati onal defense needs, and that 120 tons 

of plutonium i s  not wore out . We al r eady have 2 5 , 0 0 0  

nuclear weapons, that ' s  plenty t o  destroy the Sov iet Union 

or anyone else anywhere, lots of time s .  Even one Trident 

missil e could destroy every major city in the northern 

hemi spher e .  Even t h e  DO E  in Washington, I read, made a 

comment recently that, -The government stockpile i s  

suff icient to meet t h e  foreseeabl e demand f o r  nuclear 

weapons. -
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Next o f  al l ,  1 1 m  concerned about t h e  effect of 

the SIS on our envi ronment . moved to Idaho about nine 

yea r s  ago f rom Ca l ifornia because it was really getting 

crowded there,  and I would go up in the foothills and would 

look down and the sky was j ust muggy and gray. told my 

fri end, L i z ,  about it,  and I thought that I had discovered a 

place for us to l iv e  where it was clean and unspoiled. 

Well , 10 and behold, only 5 0  air miles away a nuke plant. 

figu red that also would really give us a chance to focus our 

socially motivated energies, and it made me rea l i z e  though 

that the nucl ea r weapons industry is something that we can ' t  

escape anywhere w e  go. 

Idaho has really become a pr eciouS place to 

me, and i t  makes me real ize that it ' s  one of the few states 

left where there ' s  wilderness and clean wate r .  That ' s  what 

I thought. Wel l ,  I found that at the INEL the water i s  on 

top of the Snake River Pl a i n  Aq uife r ,  southern Idaho ' s  ma i n  

source o f  f r esh wate r ,  a n d  it ' s  a l s o  a place that ' s  

geologi cally very active. 

What comes to m i nd r i ght now is standing i n  

that hol e in Chal l i s  th is summer where t h e  earthquake had 

spl i t  the earth i n  hal f .  

Beyond these local conce rns,  locally what i f  

the plutonium cr eated a t  t h e  S I S  plant w e r e  used t o  explode 

the nuclear warheads that they create? The DEIS makes no 
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mention of the catastrophi c env i ronmental effects that would 

occur if these warheads were ever used. 

Lastly my concern is econom ic.  I work for a 

publ ication that promotes the j oys of Sun Val l ey l iv ing and 

the numerous recreational opportunities that go on there. 

do not see any analy s i s  in the DEIS of the economi c  impact 

of the SIS.  What happe ns to business next to a nuclear 

weapons plant? Are we also asked to ski in Nuke Val ley, 

Idaho? That ' s  not the image we need to create in our 

tou r i st based economy. 

Finally,  I understand that once you have 

compl eted this process, you will choose one of four opti ons ; 

those being to construct the SIS at the INEL , Savannah Riv e r  

or Hanford. T h e  l a s t  i s  n o  action. Please consider all the 

facts and look at all the people that have come here and do 

not bu ild the SIS anywhe r e .  

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Cornmentor No. 9 ,  Dick 

Meyers,  Dick Meyer s .  

RICHARD MEYER, 

appe a r i ng as a witness, testi f ied as follow s :  

MR .  MEYER : I ' m  Richard Meyer a r chitect, 
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Ketchum, Idaho, lifel ong r e s ident of Idaho. 

Over a month ago I called Gov ernor Andrus '  

office and asked him what was the need of more nuclear 

bombs. cal l ed again, since I got no answer I aga i n  last 

week, and his only answer , and he really didn ' t  answer me , 

he sa id that he would take action according to what the 

peopl e want , ref e r r i ng to this hea r i ng. 

I called Cong r essman Stal l i ngs over a month 

ago and requested a written answe r ,  why do we need more 

nuclear bombs . I received no answ e r .  I called again t o  his 

office last week, I was told that I would have my answer 

tonight . did not get it.  I got a written statement from 

H r .  Stal l i ngs which is not really worth th row i ng i nto the 

garbage can. 

I called Senator McCl u r e ' s  of f ice ov e r  a month 

ago r equest i ng the same, an answer to my question, why do we 

need more nuclear bombs . After wait i ng ove r  a month, I 

called aga in,  and his secretary or whoever answered the 

phone wrote the question down aga i n ,  and I sa id I wanted a 

written answ e r .  She sa id, RWel l ,  j ust a minute. R I sa id 

that I wanted a written answer . Wel l ,  she sa id, RJust a 

minute. R 

Then she went away from the phone , and about 

two or three minutes later she came back with an answer ; 

from whom she got it , I don ' t  know. She sa id, Senator 

2 2 9  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 
P . O .  Box 57 8 ,  Boi se,  ID 8 3 7 0 1  

t o  

II 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2 0  

21 

2 2  

23 

24 

25 

McCl ure was in committee, he seems to be always i n  

comm ittee. Anyway, the answer she gave me was a very, very 

thr i l l i ng one : RWe are not going to make any more bombs . 

We are only going to stockpi l e  material . ft  She didn ' t  answer 

my quest ion.  

So I ' d  l i ke to -- if you want to come up_  I n  

this l ittle basket I have enough nuclear weapons t o  blow u p  

the w o r l d  5 0 ,  67 times. 

If you can hear that ( d ropping BB in ca n ) , 

that was all the f i repower of Wor l d  War I I .  ( Dropping B B  in 

can) Can you hear her e  that? 

HEARING OFFICER : Yes.  

MR .  MEYER: Then one Poseidon subma r i ne 

ca r r ies enough to destroy 2 0 0  c i t i e s  in the world or it can 

destroy all the towns i n  the State of Idaho and probably 

have a little left ove r ,  about th at much ( d r opping BB ' S  i n  

can . )  Think o f  i t .  Destroying a l l  the towns in Idaho. 

And those SUbmarines are out in the ocean 

right now, and we have about 41 of them, as I understand, 

wonde r i ng around . The Trident subma rine carries enough 

f i repower to dest roy all the ma jor  cities in the nor th e r n  

hemi sphere,  a n d  this is what it would sound about l i k e .  

( D ropping BB ' s  in can . )  And t h e  r e s t  o f  t h i s  fi repower,  

about half of it is America ' s ,  and half of it , the other 

half is in Russia, it would amount to something l i ke that 
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( Pouring BB ' s  in can) . 

(Applause. ) 

MR. MEYER: That ' s  destroying the world about 

67 times. Yes, I guess we need some more plutonium. 

Thi s  country is on a wagon. We the peopl e 

l iv i ng now and those in future generations are on a run-away 

wagon, pulled by two horses that are running, really a 

run-away. It t 5 the military industrial complex. I think 

i t ' s  high time that we pull in the reins of those peopl e ,  

and nobody denies that w e  don ' t  need a strong defense, but 

we need to pull the reins in so that we control them instead 

of being taken to our destruction by them. I only can hope 

that Governor Andrus will stand by what he says and l i sten 

to the people and act acco rdingly , and I can only hope that 

McCl ure, Symms, Craig and Stallings will humbl e themselves 

to become one of us and l i sten, to l i sten to what the people 

are saying and volt accordingly before they continue with 

their are arrogance and high mindedness. 

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: As required by the rules, 

there i s  a graphic description of what we j ust heard 

presented at the podium. We ' l l include that in the record 

as Exhibit No. 3 6 8 .  

Ladies and gentlemen, w e  a r e  a t  the tenth 
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order o f  spea kers, w e  have been going for approximately 90 

minutes. We ' d  l i ke to take a 'f ive-minute recess and return 

with speaker number ten, Ken Lage r gren. 

(Recess. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: If everybody would f ind your 

seats , and w e ' ll come back to orde r .  

During the brea k,  t h e  Cha i r  received a number 

of written comments from individuals who have chosen not to 

provide oral comment this evening. What w e ' ll be doing 

throughout the course of the evening, I ' l l read their names 

for the record and assign an exhibit number so their wri tten 

comments are i ncluded as a part of the record. 

Exhibit 3 17 will be the wri tten comments of 

Fay L. Kochuf f .  Exhibit 3 1 8 ,  George Hosk ins.  Exhibit 3 1 9 ,  

Bridgette Hosk i ns ,  Exhibit 3 2 0 , Cheryl Machacek, that ' s  

spelled M-a-c-h-a-c-e- k .  Exhibit 3 2 1 , Nadene Machacek ,  

spelled t h e  same way. Exhibit No. 3 27 ,  Darrell G .  Long_ 

Exhibit 3 2 8 , Gene Bergstrom. Exhibit 3 2 9 ,  Albert E. 

Wilson. Exhibit 3 3 0 ,  Dav id Lev i nskas, spe l l ed 

L-e-v-i-n-s- k-a-s.  Exhibit 3 4 8 ;  Jtl�Y Widene r ,  spelled 

W-i-d-e-n-e- r.  Exhibit 349,  Kay Phill ips. Exhibit 3 5 0 ,  

Jackie E. Vor k ,  V-o- r-k .  Exhibit 3 5 1 ,  M .  Dell Miller . 

Exhibit 3 5 2 ,  Julie Randel l ,  R-a-n-d-e- 1- 1 .  Exhibit 353 

Glenn Phi l l i ps .  

At this point w e  a r e  ready t o  resume our 
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commentors, our l i st of commentors thi s evening. Commentor 

number ten, Ken Lagergren. 

KEN LAGERGREN, 

appearing as a witness, testif ied as follow s :  

MR. LAGERGREN : Hello. My name is Ken 

Lage rgren. have been a resident of Idaho for over ten 

years. I am employed as a structural engineer in Hailey, 

Idaho, and have been a homeowner there for over six years. 

am opposed to the SIS plant proposed for the 

INEL facil ity . I feel the long-range effects of the SIS 

plant would be negative and perhaps the tragic. I would 

strongly urge its rejection for many reasons, several of 

which I have l i sted briefly below. 

Number 1 .  Leakage of waste has always been 

reported in Idaho and other nuclear faci l ities. A major 

leakage would be a disaster to Idaho, permanently ruining 

the Snake River drainage. Leakage into the i r rigation 

system would change our famous potatoes into nuclear 

potatoes. Any leakage will have a negative effect on both 

the tourist i ndustry and the sale of contaminated produce. 

My fri ends and I di d use the Snake River as a source of 

recreati onal boati ng. River runners prsently come from all 

over the world to go down the Snake River . Nuclear leakage 
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would destroy thi s .  

Point No. 2 .  Storage o f  nuclear waste i s  

getting o u t  o f  hand. It i s  not fai r to leave our children 

with an inheritance of non-di scardable nuclear waste to deal 

with. I ' m  opposed to the production and storage of nuclear 

waste in Idaho. 

No. 3 .  Transporting nuclear waste is 

dangerous. All it would take i s  one accident to create a 

major disaster for Idaho. I ' m  opposed to t ransporting 

nuclear wastes into Idaho. 

No. 4 .  I ' m  opposed to INEL becoming a 

military production center. Thi s  recl assif ies Idaho as a 

mil i tary. There i s  no need for Idaho to help escalate the 

potential dest r uction of the world. 

No. 5 .  Bigger i s  not necessa r i ly better. 

Idaho should look for its growth and economic stability in 

constructive, non-pollut i ng i ndustries such as the 

electronics and the computer indust r ies instead of 

temporary, destructive industries such as the SIS 

facil ities. 

Please do not destroy Idaho and rej ect the SIS 

proposa l .  

I would also l i ke t o  submit at this time into 

the record the report of Ginna Lage r g ren. 

HEARING OFFICER : Thank you. 
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(Applause. ) that the doctor is not responsibl e ,  that they have to take 

HEARING OFFICER : Exhibit 369 will be the responsibility. 

written comments of Ken Lagergren of Hailey, Idaho. And 3 The other statement that I have seen and heard 

Exhibit No. 3 7 4  will be the wri tten comments of G i nna 4 is,  it ' s  going to be bui l t  somewhere so why not here .. 

Lager gren of Hailey, Idaho. 

Next scheduled commentor is l rv Houston. 

IRV HOUSTON, 

�ppea ring as a witness, testified as follow s :  

MS. HUSTON : My name i s  I r v  HOllston. I reside 

at 252 Fil er Avenue West here in Twin Fal l s .  

I ' d  l i ke to stand i n  OPPOSition to this 

program for a reason that hasn ' t  been yet mentioned. I n  

fact, I didn ' t  real ize it until th i s  afternoon. When I was 

hearing people speak both for and against and those were 

speaking for made statements tnat really bothered me. Such 

statements as, smarter people than I know that we need this 

proj ect, or,  those who know best know we need this proj ect . 

As I reflected upon these statements, I real ized that those 

are the same type of statements I hear as an alcohol and 

d rug counselor at Canyon View Hospital here in Tw i n  Fa lls. 

Every prescription pill addict that has come 

in got hooked because they thought the doctor new best. We 

hav e to convince them that they know what ' s  good for them, 
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Sounds very similar to a teenager I treated, several 

teenager s, in fact , who said, it ' 5 being done by everyone, 

so why not me . Addiction. And the need for more and more.  

The Env i ronmental Impact Statement fai l s  to 

address the moral and psychological impa ct , especially on 

children and youth of living i n  a state or a community which 

is economically rel iant , on producing weapons capable of 

destroying modern civil ization and the gl obal environment. 

There is increasing evidence f rom psychol ogical studies that 

the arms r�ce, the threat of nuclear war is cont ribut i ng to 

the futurelessness anxiety and fear of young people and 

ther eby contributing to suicides, drug and alcohol abuse and 

other psychol ogical problems among youthS. 

Can we j ustify th i s  cost for a project that is 

not even necessary? Are we not robbing our children of 

the i r  dreams, their future, the i r  financial and 

envi ronmental resources and perhaps even their psychol ogical 

and physical health by insisting that projects l i ke SIS be 

built at any cost? 

Al so , I want to ask the designe r s  of the Draft 

E nvi ronmental Impact Statement and the Final Environmental 

2 3 6  
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Impact Statement ; if there i s  an accident, just if there i s ,  

may we, the people o f  Idaho, sue t h e  Department o f  Energy 

and its employees for damages? No. 

If I would build a structure i'n my backyard 

and a hi ghway would come along and blow it over on my 5 

neighbor ' s  house, would be held f inancially liabl e .  

Why i s  not the Department o f  Ene rgy will ing to 

take this same risk that everyone here has to take when you 

build something on your own property? Why? 

(Applause . )  10 

HR. HOUSTON : Because they know, they know 

the i r  own track record.  

Really jobs i sn ' t  the question because we are 

being told there ' s  j ust no more money for jobs i n  

education. Need i sn ' t  the i ssue . There ' s  no further 

funding for wider health care coverage. 

Safety is important , but there ' s  no more money 

for road improvement . 

The homeless have a real problem but there ' s  

no more money for them. 

We really should do more rehabilitation work 

in our prisons as it relates to alcohol and drug addiction. 

But we don ' t  have the money to hire people to design those 

programs. 

It ' s  too bad people are starving, but we can ' t  
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get emot i onal about i t .  There ' s  no money for them or for 

our hurting farme r s .  

Why is there money f o r  SIS? Who says there ' s  

money for not needed plutonium production? Certainly not 

the people I have been l i stening to at these hearings. 

Certainly not the taxpayers who eat sleep and study and 

travel. Who says there ' s  money for SIS? 

Who i s  i t  that wants this plant? I believe 

i t ' s  basically those who are addicted to nuclear product i on ,  

and that ' s  the reality. 

Thank you. 

(Applause . )  

HEARING OFFICER: Comment or number 1 2 ,  Lewis 

Persons. 

LEW PERSONS, 

appea ring as a witness, testified as follows; 

MR .  PERSONS : Hi. I ' m  Lew Persons. I ' m  from 

Ketchum, Idaho. And I ' m  opposed to the production of any 

additional nuclear weapons and, therefore, I certainly 

oppose the const r uction of the SIS faci l i ty .  

W e  have enough weapons-grade plutonium. We 

have got more than enough weapons-grade plutonium to do 

anything you can think of , incl uding killing the world 
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several times. 

TO me it ' s  a simple question. My opposi tion 

i s  based on morality. We are being offered a bribe, a very 

big bribe, where you are usually offered money for 

5 someth ing, something that i sn ' t  good for them .  I think we 
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are being offered money for our conscience. We are being 

offered dollars for death. 

Weapons-grade plutoni um has j ust one purpose, 

it ' s  a weapon, it k i l l s  people, it k i l l s  a lot of people. 

It kills people you ' 1 1  never see. It kills the world. It 

kills on a scale of a holocaust. 

Whoev er helps create such a weapon will be 

responsible for more than j ust spending a paycheck .  

Plutonium has but one purpose and that ' s  

death, and that ' s  what you ' ll be responsible for. You ' d  

only get money for six years. This stuff i s  going t o  kill 

for 20 , 0 0 0  yea r s  if it ' s  ever released. 

the SIS. 

I vote for l i fe not for l ife. I vote against 

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: The wri tten comments of Lew 

Persons of Ketchum will be included in the r�cord as Exhibit 

NO. 3 84 .  

The next scheduled commentor i s  Willy 
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McCarty. 

WILL Y McCARTY, 

appearing as a witness, testified as follow s :  

MR. McCARTY: My name i s  Willy McCa rty. I ' m  

from Ketchum, Idaho. 

say. 

what 

And it ' s  I don ' t  know what 1 ' m  going to 

changed about six times sitti ng out there wondering 

was going to say to you a l l .  I thought about the 

people coming here that were coming here for j obs and wanted 

to wor k .  I thought about the people and who deserve t o  work 

and i t ' s  important. 

I think the fi rst thing we want to think about 

is Idaho and what Idaho is, and its wilderness and i t ' s  a 

very, very special place on this ea rth. And there ' s  not 

very many places like that, certainly in the United States 

that are so precious. Its recreation i s  one of the fastest 

growing things we have goi ng on in this world,  it ' s  real 

exci ti ng that i t ' s  growing. People are learning to 

appreciate what ' s  going i n  the world, appreciate the 

anima l s ,  appreCiate wildl ife, appreciate the blUe sk ies.  

I ' m  a fitness consultant. I bring clients 

from all over the United States, and they come here with 

glee at how beauti f ul it i s  and exci tement with how 
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wonderful the f resh ai r smel ls. Let ' s  save it. Let I s keep 

it. It ' s  real important. Let ' s  have some confidence that 

th is is what ' s  going to happen here. That the world is 

going to start respecting more and more of the wilderness 

and pay ing more and more attention to it and wanting to come 

to places l i ke Idaho, and we are going to reap the benefits 

that, and I think it ' s  very important to understand. Let ' s  

be more confident l i ke that. 

The second part I want to tal k about is 

gee, I ' m  shaking. SIS is not going to happen. It ' s  not 

going to happen here, i t ' s  not going to happen at Hanf ord. 

I t ' s  not going to happen anyplace el se . It ' s  not going to 

happen. If it takes four more years or f ive more years for 

it to be defeated, it ' s  going to be defeated. The stuff is 

not going to happen for any of us, and that ' s  for all of us 

to understand. 

Whether we are going to f ight it and spend our 

time now working against it or we are going to go on five 

years down the road, it ' s  still not going to the happe n. We 

are wasting ou r energy. All of us could be out there 

playing and having a good time tonight instead of in th i s  

silly room, and that ' s  what did i t ' s  a l  about. W e  could be 

doing things that are much more productive for us. So 

that ' s  what i t ' s  about. 

And there ' s  not going to be a nuclear war, 
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it ' s  not going to happen. We don ' t  need th i s  stuff to do it 

with . It ' s  not going to happen. There is not going to be 

another world war, it ' s  not going to happen. know, I need 

a disclaimer also to say that gee, he said some things that 

he can ' t  prove. INEL can ' t  eithe r ,  or DOE can ' t  either .  

6 (Applause . )  
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HR. McCARTY: Thank you for your time. 

(Appl ause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Can we go off the record for 

j ust a second? 

(Discussion off the record. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: We ' l l go back on the 

record. 

Our next scheduled commentor i s  Oea Chand l e r .  

OSA CHANDLER, 

appearing as a witness, testified as follows: 

MS. CHANDLER : H i .  My name is Osa Chand l e r ,  

I ' m  a n  O e a  from Ketchum, Idaho. 

Instead of reading my testimony, I will read 

off people who can ' t  be here tonight, and they all object to 

the S IS .  S o  I ' l l start with my own name; Osa Chand l e r ,  Jan 

Higgi nbotham from Ketchum, Mr. Isham from Ketchum, Milburn 

Hawkes, Jr. , Deanne Baxter,  Dick Edwards, Eudora Edwards, 
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Me r l i n  McCrary, Jean McCrary, Lois Hawker, Warren Mitchel l ,  

Tom Blanchard,  Mark Tunno, Bar somebody, h e  didn ' t  print his 2 

name. Tom Branch, Pat B ranch, Leslie Maniokian, Johnathan 

Gore, Carla Shockey from Burley ,  El izabeth Conrod from 

5 Ketchum, Liza Paschall from Ketchum, Charles Larkey from 

Ketchum, Pat 8an99i, also from Ketchum, James and Lea Reed 

from Hailey, Mary Ann Chubb f r om Ketchum, Al ison Beechert 

from Ketchum, Bruce Manheim from Ketchum, Dennis Donnelly 8 

9 f rom Pocatello, Suzanne Schwake f rom Ketchum, Janet Augustus 9 

1 0  from Bailey, Lynne Stone from Ketchum, and Ann Vanderbilt 10 

11 from Ketchum, Lyn Stal lard f rom Ketchum, Wanda Tierney f rom 1 1  

-./ 1 2  (J1 Hai ley, John Vladimiroff f rom Halley, Jack Stallard f r om 1 2  
N 

1 3  Ketchum, J a n  Tu[z ian from Ketchum, Candice Ande rson f r om 1 3  

1 4  Ketchum, Jeanne Flowers f rom Ketchum, Virginia Glasscock and 1 4  

1 5  Daniel Glasscock, Robe rt Burns, Diane Gibson from Ketchum, 15 

16 William Cook f rom Ketchum, Phil Carney from Ketchum, Bob Day 16 

1 7  f rom Ketchum, Judy Heath from Buh l ,  and Dr.  Bruce Leim from 17 

1 8  Bai ley, Helen Newman from Burley ,  and Carolyn Hondo from 1 8  

1 9  Burley. 1 9  

20 can ' t  believe I got through them all .  20 

2 1  (Applause. ) 2 1  

22 HEARING OFFICER: The Cha i r  will mark these as 22 

23 exhibits at the appr opriate point in the program and read 2 3  

24 those into the record. 2 4  

2 5  Next scheduled comment o r  is Katie Flood. 25 
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KATIE FLOOD, 

appearing as a witness, testified as fol l ow s :  

MS. FLOOD : H i .  Katie Flood, Picabo, Idaho. 

My husband and I are in the ranching business. 

We l ive between Carey and Picabo on H i ghway 2 0 .  

We are both deeply concerned with the 

env i ronment, ecol ogy and pollution and are vehemently 

opposed to the SIS Project in Idaho or anywher e, on the 

grounds that production of more weapons-grade plutonium is 

unnecessa ry. 

Expensive and hazardous as the project is,  why 

jeopardize our immediate environment or anywhere, for that 

matter, with such a plant? 

The argument that the plant will provide j obs 

is spurious, in l ight of the fact that employment will be 

temporary, lasting l ess than one decade, unless the nuclear 

non-prol iferation treaty is v iolated, a short time in 

industrial l i f e .  

I personally believe t h e  ent i r e  nuclear 

question to be the most important in our time, for the 

dangerous nature of the substances ,  the plant s ,  the wastes 

and the weapons themselves may be the cause of bringing the 

last day of history, Armageddon, a possibility within our 

own lifetime, let alone that of our children. Please, no 
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SIS. 

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

BEARING OFFICER : Exhibit 3 9 1  for the record 

will be the written comments of Katie Flood. And she ' s  also 

handed me an additional document signed by ten different 

individuals from the picabo area. We ' l l incl ude that 

Exhibit 392 . 

Next scheduled commentor is Al ison Barnes. 

AL ISON BARNES, 

appearing as a witness, testif ied as follow s :  

MS. BARNES : I ' m  Al ison B a rnes form Hailey, 

Idaho. I ' m  against the proposed SIS Project and support the 

No Action Alternative. 

have a story which i l l ustrates the point I ' m  

trying to make, and it ' s  about a family who went into the 

far northern reaches of Canada to escape whatever they were 

trying to escape. And one day the gentleman was removing 

his boot and his bone broke. The possible chain of events 

which CQuld have occurred here were that thei r main staple 

was the caribou, and the caribou had eaten l i chen, and the 

lichen contained nuclear fal l out. 

There ' s  a couple of po i nt s  to the story. One 

2 4 5  
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o f  them being that you should have a diverse diet. The 

other one is that there ' s  no place that you can sit on earth 

where you can escape this problem. And my point is why add 

to it.  

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: We ' re at order 17 on the 

conunentors l i st , Jerry Ahlbe rg. 

JERRY AHLBERG, 

appearing as a witness, testified as fol l ow s :  

M R .  AHLBERG : I ' m  Jerry Ahlberg, and I ' m  very 

proud to be able to stand up here in f ront of everybody and 

speak tonight because one thing gives me the right to do 

that is freedom, freedom here in the United States of 

America, which is very , very impo rtant . It is to me. 

I ' m  not much of a speechmaker or anything, but 

I have written this here and I believe it . I am proud to be 

an American and l ive in the State of Idaho. I have l ived in 

Idaho Fal l s  for the past 2 1  years, and I have worked on and 

around the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory. While 

working there I have seen antel ope , dee r ,  elk, rabbits mice , 

insects, a lot of other animal wil d l i fe around there, and 

they all seem to be quite healthy. 
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I have seen for myself the safety on the 

INEL. People and the environment are of top priority, and 

they wil l always remai n  to be the top pr iority with or 

without this S IS .  

The S I S ,  there seems t o  b e  a lot of 

misconception here, I do believe, at least f rom what 

hearing f rom other people making comments. This is a 

am 

separation facility, it is not a production facil ity. They 

do not make plutonium there. They ' re not speaking of 

plutonium that is being made, it ' s  j ust a separation 

process. 

The Congress has stated the need for the 

project. Might I remind you that these representatives are 

put i n  office by you to represent you . They have gone over 

information on the SIS and the need for the purification of 

plutonium from eXisting supplies is of national importance. 

I believe that the long-term benef it f rom thi s  

here faci l i ty could have great benef its f o r  t h e  State of 

Idaho. I bel ieve some people are being shortsighted on what 

the ent i r e  program is as a whole and what it could mean. 

Anyone can see that we have an unemployment 

problem in the State of Idaho. Any jobs , regardless of how 

many , are better gained than l ost . 

This her e reminds me a lot of -- I teach a 

hunter safety class , and one reason I teach that is that 
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bel i ev e  that these kids need to l earn all they can about 

that parti cular subj ect . One thing that I tell these kids 

or thi s reminds me see of a story that I tell them, I ' l l 

change it a little bit. Fear -- this here reminds me of a 

little kid Sitting in the da rk. Be sits there and he gets 

scared. And out there in the dark there isn ' t  nothing 

that ' s  going to hurt that little kid. If that kid will 

educate himse l f ,  he will not be scared of the dar k .  

Our forefathers fought and died f o r  the 

f reedoms we have today, and I believe our rights and 

f reedoms are sti l l  worth protect ing, i f  not for ourselves, 

then for our chil d r en .  We may be tal king about plutonium 

here ,  but keep in m�nd your f r eedom and how you got i t ,  and 

it is worth fighting for. 

( Appl ause. ) 

BEARING OFFICER: Exhibi t 3 9 9  for the record 

wil l be the written comments of Jerry Ahlberg of Idaho 

Fal l s ,  Idaho. 

The next scheduled comment or is and Andrew 

Blunt. 

ANDREW BLUNT, 

appearing as a witness, testif ied as follows : 

MR. BLUNT : I ' m Andrew Blunt from Hailey ,  
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Idaho. I ' m against the S I S  Project f o r  the fol lowing 

reasons : 

The purpose of the SIS proj ect is to produce 

weapons-grade plutonium. Plutonium ' s  maj or use is as a key 

element in nuclear weapons. AS has been established, we 

have plenty of them to destroy the world 1 0 ,  1 5 ,  20 times 

over. Why make more? 

Secondly, the reason I ' m  against it, j obs that 

are going to be provided by thi s  project are not l ong-term 

jobs. These jobs are not going to do Idaho any good in the 

long-run. work const r uction, know what happens. A 

project goes for awhil e, it end s ,  then what do you do? You 

have got to go find a new j ob. What are you going to do 

after that? 

The people that are going to be used to run 

the proj ect, it ' s  going to be a small crew of technicians, 

six to eight years, and then what ? The supply of available 

raw material will be all used up, unless there ' s  a change in 

the Bart-Simpson act. We have to -- we ' d  be out of goods to 

build thi s SIS stuff, and then what would happen? We ' d  have 

to start trUCking it in f r om Hanford or whatever, and then 

you know what happens when a truck tips over on Idaho roads, 

you ' ve got a bi g mess going on. That kind of stuff happens 

all the time. There ' s  no guarantee that -- who is going to 

clean all that stuff up? 
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And then what about the waste? The INEL is 

located on top of the Snake River Aq uifer. Are we going to 

store the stuf f ,  the extra that ' s  l ef t  over right on top of 

all our drinking water? And what happens when it starts 

leaking? And it always l eaks. 

And what about those roads? Who ' s  gOing to 

pay to make them safer? Where i s  a l l  thi s  money coming 

from, a bi l l ion dol lars to build a plant. It ' s  probably 

gOing to take a lot more than that. 

And f inal ly, tour i sm i s  a growth industry, 

there ' s  where the jobs are, non-pol l uting, al ready 

established. Peopl e are saying we have got to have this 

thing for the j obs are l ooking at the short-term picture. 

What they should do is try to get something to last a long 

time. I mean, how many people go on vacation to Three Mile 

Isl and, Chernobyl or even to a pesticide plant? Plutonium 

is the ultimate pesti cide . 

( Appl ause. ) 

MR. BLUNT , The SIS plant would be detrimental 

to one of the healthy, growing industries in Idaho, 

tourism. 

So I ' m in favor of taking no action on this 

plant. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER, Exhibit 4 0 3  will be the 
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written comments of And rew Blunt. 

The next scheduled commentor i s  B rent Moore, 

Mr. Brent Moore. 

( No response . ) 

BEARING OFFICER : Mr.  Moore is not here. 

Commentor number 20, Jan Landon. 

JAN LANDON, 

appearing as a witness, testified as follow s :  

MS. LANDON : I am J a n  Landon. I live at 535 

Peopl e ' s  Drive in Idaho Fall s,  Idaho. 

I have read the Draft Envi ronmental Impact 

Statement . believe that I unde rstand the basics of the 

Atomic Vapor Laser Isotope Sepa r ation Process and DOE ' s  

rationale for selecting INEL as the preferred site for 

construction and operation of the SIS Project. A lot of 

time, effort and money has been spent by local businessmen, 

chambers of commerce and const ruction unions to show their 

support for the economic benef its that this proj ect would 

bring to the State of Idaho. think DOE has been impressed 

with thi s unusual outpouring of support f rom the usually 

sil ent maj or ity. 

I do not see these hearings a s  the forum to 

openly di scuss the need for the product of SIS. Congress, 
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t h e  President a n d  elected offici a l s  are privy to t h e  reports 

that emphasize the national defense need for additional 

plutonium and have determined that there is a need for 

redundancy, diversity and f lexibi l i ty in DOE ' s  production of 

nuclear mater ial s .  

I also d o  not see t h e  purpose o f  these 

hearings as a debate over the morality of nuclear war. I f  

o f  course, would prefer that w e  d o  not have a nuclear war 

and that we would have no futUre need for stockpil ing 

nuclear weapons. The issues of war and peace have raged for 

centuries,  and our protectors will use every opportunity to 

warn us of our impending doom. 

(Voices. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Quiet, please. 

MS. LANDON : I see these hearings, however,  or 

these issues, however,  separate f rom the content of these 

hearings. 

I do see the purpose of these discussions to 

review and critique the adequacy of the Draft Env i ronmental 

Impact Statement and the me rits of the alternatives 

presented. The need and purpose section is clear, concise 

and succi nct . The proposed action and alternatives section 

describes in detail the const ruction and operation of the 

proj ect at INEL, Hanford, Savannah River and taking no 

action. Other alternatives that were considered but not 
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analyzed i n  detail are also described. 

Section 3 addresses the affected environment. 

I n  the anti-SIS commer cial made by a mov ie sta r shows 

beaut i f ul mounta i ns in the background, and R�e appears to 

ask if we want to destroy all th i s .  INEL i s  located i n  a 

remote desert and sagebrush climate, and al though it i s  

�eautiful to u s  Idahoans, i t  i s  a pe rfect na tural ba r r ier 

for the minor amounts of atmosphe r i c  releases. 

(Voices. ) 

BEARING OFFICER: Quiet, please, please. 

MS. LANDON : Rout i ne env i ronmental moni toring 

at the site i s  comprehensive and thorough. Ai r ,  water, 

animals and plants are all checked on a continual bas i s  to 

assure compl iance with the strictest of regulations. 

Section 4 ,  envi ronmental consequences, is 

probably the most controversial area for discussion. 

Impacts of constr uction, operation, transportation and 

postulated accidents are out l i ned, tough issue s ,  l ike 

cumulativ e effects and i r reversible and ir retrievable 

commitment of resources are cov ered. 

Although I believe there are r i sks associated 

with thi s  proj ect , I think the Draft Envi ronmental Impact 

Statement has considered each and every one of them and has 

adequately addressed them . 

I am confident the Department of Energy will 
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continue t o  emphasize the health and safety of the INEL 

employees and subcont ractors and will protect thei r 

investment at the INEL . I support the construction and 

operation of the SIS Project at the INEL in Idaho. 

(Applause. ) 

BEAR ING OFFICER : The wri tten comments of 

Janice Landon will be included in the record as Exhibit No. 

4 0 9 . 

Next scheduled comment or is Kent Laverty. 

KENT LAVERTY, 

appearing as a witness, testif ied as follows: 

MR. LAVERTY : My name i s  Kent Laverty, and 

was born and raised i n  Idaho less than 80 miles f rom the 

INEL site. 

As a ci ti zen of our state, I have driven 

through the INEL without unde rstanding exactly what occurs 

there.  I always thought it was research, research into 

nuclear energy to learn how to make i t  safer for us . 

If thi s  was the case , construction of the S IS 

Project would change that charter. With the SIS the INEL 

will be part of the mil itary industrial complex producing 

plutonium fuel for bombs . INEL no longer would be working 

toward making the world a safer, peaceful place . 
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But this is only one of my concerns with the 

SIS. Most of my concerns revolve around the hazards the SIS 

could create and the potential threats to the quality of 

life and the environment, the kinds of things the DEIS is 

addressing. 

I ' m  concerned about the potential of accidents 

on our hi ghways involved with the transport of plutoni um 

oxide powder from Banford. I ' m  concerned that our state 

government does not have the abi l i ty ,  nor the funds, to deal 

with a major accident that could occur i n  transport. No one 

can deny that the l i kel ihood of an accident on Idaho 

hi ghways increases as the number of shipments increase . 

Simple probabi l ity statistics tell us that. I ask , is i t  

worth t h e  r i s k ?  

1 1 m  concerned over the increases o f  ongoing 

radiation exposure at the site, and the cumulative effects 

of background radiation. 1 ' m  concerned about the 

transllranic waste, and I understand that the SIS will 

generate 220 tons of transuranic waste, waste that remains 

toxic in the env ironment for tens of thousands of years. 

And we do not have a hi gh-level waste 

repository yet .  INEL al ready receives shipments from Three 

Mile Isl and as a temporary repository. Do we know enough 

about th i s  waste? What i f ,  what if political events prevent 

the const ruction of a high-level waste repository? Is it 
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worth the r i sk to keep the SIS waste in Idaho ' s  backyard? 

What if New Mexico ' s  WIPP site proves inadequate? These are 

questions we all must think about. 

I ' m  concerned that scientists and geologists 

say that the DEIS has underestimated the earthquake hazard 

of the area. One would think that a 7 . 3  magnitude 

earthquake i s  a major earthquake, and the zone of impact 

should be considered maj or , not mino r ,  as the DEIS 

contends. The Lost River range and the 1983 earthquake 

fault i s  j ust mil es away from the SIS construction site. 

Again, is the S IS worth the risk? 

Proponents of the SIS say that the economic 

development and jobs are the issue . Is the debate between 

bank accounts and l ife versus death in an untested 

technology? Why do we have to r i sk it? 

I advocate the No Action Alternative of DE IS . 

There are better ways of developing the economy of our 

state. 

(Applause. ) 

HEAR ING OFFICER : The wr itten comments of Kent 

Laverty of Hail ey will be included as Exhibit 4 1 2 .  He also 

presented to the Chair comments, written comments of Anne 

Pembe r ton of Hailey ,  Idaho, that will be Exhibit 41 3 .  

Next scheduled comme ntor is Kelly Murphey. 
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KELLY MURPHEY, 

appearing as a witness, testified as fol low s :  

MR. MURPHEY: My name is Kelly Murphey, Route 

1 ,  metropol is Cast leford, Idaho. 

I ' m  a l ifet ime resident of the great State of 

Idaho. I ' m  a high school teacher. Next year I will be the 

principal at Castleford 8igh School . I ' m  an advocate of 

kids and the futUre of kids. 

I have a varied background , including the 

Fullbright Schol arship to Israel , a great deal of experience 

in southern Idaho ar chaeol ogy ' in histor i cal resea rch, 

involvement with kids as a father ,  teacher, coach, Boy Scout 

leader. But perhaps most importantly ,  I ' m  a graduate of the 

u . s. Army ' s  Chem i cal , Biol ogical and Radiological Warfare 

School at Fort Lewis, Washington. 

I am an open-minded pe r son, and I l ike to 

18 weigh out issues before I make up my mind. Hey, I can ' t  

1 9  believe thi s  thing has got t h i s  far,  it ' s  nuts. 

20 (Applause. ) 

21 MR. MURPHEY: Pi rst of al l ,  even if pI utoni um 

22 arrives at the Arco site saf ely, given the record of 

23 transport we are seeing for other hazardous material s ,  this 

24 may be a pretty shakey given, that we are going to move this 

25 material working on a geologically active vicinity seems 
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if it does? 

We now spend thousands attracting tourists. 

Conv ince me the SIS related future workers j obs won ' t  cost 

thousands upon thousands in our tou r i st dol lars. If 

something goes wrong and thi s stuff hits our Thousand 

Springs Aqui f e r ,  it will easily be the one, single greatest 

tragedy in northwest history or pr ehistory and it has the 

potent ial to damage the enti re Snake-Columbia system. Thi s  

damage would rank a s  tragedy worldwide and certainly of 

nationwide magnitude. Is the project worth the risk? 

Th ird,  in a recent poll of our senior 

Castleford B i gh School student s ;  by the way, they created 

the questi ons for the po l l ,  did you know that these kids, 88 

percent of them believed that there would be a terror i st use 

of plutonium within thei r l ifetime. Did you know that these 

same kids said it was more important to cure AIDS than to 

develop better nuclear technology, especially 

weapons- related technology. 

(Applause. ) 

MR. MURPHEY: Are we adults going to j uggl e 

the values of our life and times making critical decisions 

that our kids are going to have to l ive with ? You bet. 
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However , do we have the right to shove proj ects such as SIS 

down thei r throats? I really don ' t  think so. After al l ,  if 

it goes wrong, they wil l  most l i kely be the ones that will 

pay the pr i ce ,  not us. 

And how can it go right? Are there posi tive 

medical appl ications? Are there po sitiv e  environmental 

appl ications? Will the product clean our a i r ,  make our kids 

emarter, stronger, healthier in 100 yea r s  or even 5 0  years 

or even 3 0  years? Will Idaho be a better place for having 

had SIS? don ' t  think so. Conv i nce me it wil l .  

Finally,  can w e  a s  Americans and more 

specifically, can we as citizens of the State of Idaho share 

the funds related to S IS? Wouldn ' t  they be better spen� in 

other ways? Let ' s  take the money we in Idaho are trying to 

spend attracting this proj ect and do something that would 

affect the rel ated area of southeastern Idaho on a broade r ,  

longer term basis.  

One, I repeat, one industry which processed 

agricultural goods could easily have a greater quality of 

impact on the area than the total SIS Project. Let ' s  spend 

our money helping our fri ends sell southeastern Idaho over 

the long-run. Don ' t  give them the illusion of good times 

and then jerk  it away when the proj ect ends. Use any 

related recruiting money to l u r e  a new farm related industry 

or two into the area. Imagine the impact of j ust one 
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potato, chil ies, corn,  onion pr oject . Now ,  that would 

affect a lot of folks in southeastern Idaho, and now that 

makes Idaho sense. 

In summary the SIS Proj ect seems to shakey in 

terms of risk. This may well be a proj ect that our kids 

don ' t  want. 

And f inally, the related recruitment and/or 

other related money would be better spent to improve the 

economy of southeastern Idaho over the long haul ; we ' d  

actually get something better for a better price. 

Please do not support the proposed SIS 

Proj ect. I t  isn ' t  worth the r i sk .  I t  doesn ' t  make Idaho 

13 sense .. 

1 4  Thank you. 

15 (Applause. ) 

16 HEARING OFFICER: The next scheduled commentor 

11 is Ron Fowler . 

1 8  ( Off the record. ) 

1 9  HEARING OFFICER: I under stand M r .  Fowler i s  

2 0  not here. This gentleman w i l i  present the testimony 

21 instead. 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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ED HUNTER, 

appe a r i ng as a witness, testif ied as follows: 

Ron Fow ler l ives i n  Pocatello" Idaho. 

Ron states that the SIS Proj ect i s  a very safe 

process. The facil ity will not involve nuclear reaction. 

I t  will not have an adverse envi ronmental 

impact on the INEL or the state. In 1980 the population 

withina 50-mile radius of the SIS site was 110 , 0 0 0 .  By the 

2 

5 

year 2 0 1 0  it is forecasted to be 2 3 0 , 0 0 0 . 1 0  

DO E  wil l oper ate the SIS Project in a 

concerned manner for the safety of all ci tizens of Idaho. 

The laser technology will cont r i bute to 

medical break-throughs. The lase r and f iber opti cs ' research 

will be of great benefit to Idaho State University .  

O n  DEIS Decembe r 2 0 ,  1 9 5 1 , t h e  National 

Reactor Testing Station produced the f i rst l i ght of atom i c  

power . Now 3 6  yea r s  later, light may again play a v ital 

role in the development of technology and opportunity in 

Idaho. 

The SIS Proj ect will provide employment for 

440 construction workers and 750 permanent jobs, which Idaho 

desper ately needs . 

The SIS will provide oppor tunities for many 

large and small businesses in Idaho. 
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I t  will bring back some of our hard ea rned tax 

money back to Idaho. 

SIS will cont r i bute strongly to the growth of 

regi onal and state economics.  

SIS prov ide our chi l d r en the opportunity to 

stay and work and l ive in Idaho. 

I also have testimonies f rom Terry Beemer ,  who 

is on the schedule tonight but couldn ' t  be here. And since 

the ground r ules do not allow for emot i onal testimony, and I 

do not sing or have a tomato costume, I will simply turn in 

my wri tten testimony, as the rules request. 

(Applause . ) 

HEARING OFFICER: The written comments of 

Ed M. Hunter of Idaho Fal l s  will be included in the record 

as Exhibit No. 425 . The wri tten comments of Ron Fowler f rom 

Pocatello will be included as Exhibit No. 426 . And the 

wri tten comments of Terry L.  Beemer of Idaho Fal l s  will be 

Exhibit No. 427 in the record.  

Next scheduled speaker i s  Suz anne Murphey. 

SUZANNE MURPHEY, 

appea r i ng a s  a witness, test if ied as follows: 

MS. MURPHEY: My name fs Suzanne Murphey, and 

I l ive in Castleford, Idaho. 
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I am a regi ste r ed nurse ,  wife and mother of 

two young chi ld ren, and nev er have I felt greater threat to 

my family ' s  security than the SIS Project presents. More, 

may I add, than the USSR. 

There are numerous reasons for my only 

objections. Plutonium, the most highly toxic B ubstance 

known to man. I am a nurse, and I have seen and held the 

hands of cancer victims as they d i e .  Can we increase that 

r i sk even by one life? 

Now is the time to take the initi ative to 

sta rt sh ifting capital from the production of redundant 

defense weapons to productive industries.  It i s  time we 

sta rt converting the milita ry economy to the service of 

human needs, l i ke housing and j obs , where we produce 

something that we dare consume. 

If this project is bui l t ,  who will guarantee 

that plutonium cannot fall into the hands of te rrorist s  for 

1 0  

1 1  

1 2  

13 

14 

1 5  

16 

1 7  

basement A-bombs? I sn ' t  increasing the supply o f  plutonium 1 8  

increasing t h i s  risk? 1 9  

And f inally, my regard f o r  my fam ily and for 20 

all creation demands that I speak up and not sit silently by 21 

while the world i s  made more f r i ghtening and more lethal . 22 

Remembe r ,  these are the same people who 25 years ago were 2 3  

telling t h e  people of southern Utah and Nevada that they had 2 4  

nothing to fear from the atomic bomb testing i n  that a r ea .  2 5  
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Many of these people are now dead, and the United States 

Government will make no claim of responsibil ity even now. 

(Appl ause . ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Exhibit 428 for the written 

record will be the written comments of Suzanne Murphey of 

Castleford, Idaho. 

Next scheduled commentor is Tina Goff, Tina 

Gof f ,  numbe r 2 5 .  

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Number 26 , John T .  Borton, 

John T. Borton. 

(N9 response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Number 2 7 ,  Preston Bills, 

Mr.  Preston B i l l s .  

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Comment or 2 8 ,  Robert Combe . 

Your name and address for the record, s i r .  

ROBERT COMBE, 

appearing as a witness, testif ied as follows : 

MR. COMB E :  My name is Robert Combe . I l ive 

in Idaho Falls, 333 East 13th Street. 

I ' m a sheet metal j ourneyman out of Local 60 

out of Pocatel l o .  worked o n  t h e  site f o r  a number of 
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yea rs,  and I can Bay that thei r safety record i s  probably 

one of the highest in the state for construction or if not 

the country_ 

Got to get my notes together here. 

I was born in Chal l i s ,  Idaho. My mother was 

born in Chal l i s .  My dad were born i n  Areo. B i s  mother was 

born in Chal l i s  -- no, his mother was born in Areo, so r ry .  

Her mother was born i n  Menan. I ' m  a fourth generation 

Idahoan. My great-grandfather was one of the original 

pioneers in the L ittle Lost River or the Lost River Valley, 

the whol e thing out there. He was running cattle out there 

on Big Butte before it was a site. We hav e a vested 

interest of generations i n  Idaho. Of course,  some of our 

families had to move out because of no j obs. 

The SIS is not a factory. It ' s  been said a 

lot tonight, that -- that plutoni um ,  probably radiation 

sickness --

(Appl aus e .  ) 

MR. COMBE :  I have nev e r  been hurt out there. 

I weld out there. I ' m  rad-con trained, I ' m  face-masked 

trained when I shav e ,  and it ' s  very saf e .  

They keep tal king about t h e  plutonium being 

shipped across Idaho, it ' s  a ter ribl e  thing to do. got 

bad news for you, they are al ready doing it. They ' l l  be 

doing it in the future, it makes no difference. They say as 
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a v iable alternative maybe, if they ' re not going to build i t  

in Idaho, bu ild i t  in Banford. Wel l ,  they still got to ship 

it to Rocky Flats. They sh i p  it rega rdless. They say bu ild 

it in Savannah, wel l ,  they st ill got to ship it,  it will go 

across Idaho. After all , they call Pocatello the gateway to 

the west and it i s ,  that ' s  why the rail road i s  there.  

If we don ' t  need j obs in Idaho, why did the 

Post Regi ster report on a study that for every three people 

mov ing into Idaho -- yeah, into Idaho last yea r ,  ten people 

moved out ? People ca n ' t  f i nd wor k .  I f  you can ' t  f ind wor k ,  

you got t o  g o  whe r e  it ' s  at.  

The farmer s ,  they hi r e  migrant wor kers.  They 

say it ' s  hard to pay what it takes for a family to l iv e  on 

whi ch, incidentally, is not minimum wage , it ' s  a lot 

higher . Wel l ,  I can see that. I suppose we could all run 

around each othe r ' s  cities doing tourism .  Lord know s ,  

love t o  f i s h ,  and t h e  bi gger they a r e ,  t h e  better I l i ke 

them. I l i k e  to hunt too. I do a lot of that. 

Unfortunately, I got to have a job to pay for gas, buy 

bul l et s .  dig m y  own worms, ther e ' s n o  problem the r e .  

don ' t  know , tou r i sm ,  it ' s  g r e a t ,  I a g r e e ,  but I don ' t  think 

we can do it by each of us chaSing each other ' s  cities, 

taking snapshots of each oth e r ' s  houses. 

I think Idaho i s  wonde rful .  think America 

is wonde rful , the greatest land on earth. defy anybody to 
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say that different or to disagree with it.  I 'm  sure the 

Russians would l i ke to, but I don ' t  think they can get it 

done. 

I wonder how many of you are voters. It seems 

that you got a representative up there that you vote into 

office or you don ' t ,  and you don ' t  necessa rily agree with 

what they have to say, a lot of you are vocal minor ities, as 

they call them in the newspaper s .  think you j ust seem to 

not really under stand what it ' s  l i k e  to have to go out and 

fish for a l iv ing to eat than it is to get a j ob. I know 

I ' m  not one to tal k  about starv ing, I don ' t  look l i ke i t ,  

but I happen to b e  a heck o f  a good f isherman. 

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : The written comment of 

Robert Combe of Idaho Fal l s ,  Idaho, will be entered in the 

record as Exhibit 437 . 

Next scheduled comment or is B r uce Lium, 

L-i-u-m, Mr . Lium. Is he here? 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER: Next scheduled commentor is 

Ross Jensen, Ross Jensen. 

( No response . )  

BEARING OFFICER: Dan Kinghorn, Mr. Dan 

Kinghorn. 
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( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER: Mr . Mike Breen. 

MIKE BREEN, 

appearing as a witness, testified a s  follow s :  

Hailey. 

MR. BREEN : My name is Mike Breen. I l ive in 

1 1 m  here tonight to voice my conce rns about 

the proposed S IS Proj ect . I feel the potential risks to our 

health, the ecosystem and our way of life far outweigh any 

benefits that might be derived from the six to eight year 

project. 

I don ' t  believe the Depa r tment of Energy has 

done an adequate and responsible j ob with projects similar 

to this one, and they have left us with more problems than 

sol utions. 

Senator Symms wrote in a letter to me, and I 

quote, -The SIS project will create 4 0 0  construction j obs 

within the f i r st two to three years and 750 permanent j obs 

when it goes into product ion in the early 1 9 90 s . -

This may be true if th i s  project is approved 

at a l l ,  but what kind of j obs are we creating for our 

wor kers,  scientists and engineers? Jobs that they can feel 

good about? 
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The only usable by-product of the SIS plant 

will be plutonium-2 3 9 , the expl osive used for nuclear 

weapons. I think most of us want to feel good, spiritually 

and morally, that the work we are performing will enhance 

and better the world for ourselves and our children. 

Production of more pl utonium based weapons and the huge 

ri sks involved do not j ustify the creation of any more 

j obs. 

We do create this world we l ive in. The 

Department of Energy i sn ' t  the only one who i s  responsible 

for the S IS Proj ect . You know, we all are.  There are many 

of us who want and are working for peace throughout the 

world.  feel that we can make it happen, but it has to 

begin with each of us. Peace will begin to happen i f  we say 

no to projects l ike SIS. We all need to raise our 

consciousness and begin to create a world in which we feel 

good about where we treat each other and the earth with 

love, dignity and respect. 

Our world has so many preSSing problems to 
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deal with . The creation and consequences o f  more plutonium 20 

based weapons will only hurt the earth and its peopl e .  2 1  

T h e  defense indust ries of a l l  t h e  world ' s  22 

nations place a great and unjust st rain on all the peoples 23 

of the world and thei r peaceful development. Real security 

begins with seeing that people have enough food to eat and 
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t h e  proper tools to h e l p  themselves ; t h a t  w e  are responsible 

and sensitive stewards of the worl d ' s  resources in l ife 

instead of greedy and selfish exploite r s ;  that we share, 

conserve and recycle our reSOUrces and move away from 

f i nite , cent r alized and often toxic solutions to our energy 

problem s ;  and that we treat others l ike we would l ike to be 

treated. 

We need to work for solutions, and not the 

creation of additional probl ems and hazards to ourselves and 

oUr children. We need to think in long-range ways instead 

of the short-term, and we can do that by saying no to SIS.  1. 1 
(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Exhibi t 442 in the record 

will be the wri tten comments of Mike Breen of Bailey, 

Idaho. 

The next scheduled comment or i s  Judi Green, 

Judi Green. 

( No response . )  

BEARING OFFICER: Janice Belson. 

JANICE BELSON, 

appear i ng as a witness, test i f ied a s  follows: 

MS. BELSON : My name is Janice Belson. 

To whom it may concer n ;  to all of us that are 
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concerned. 

have l ived i n  and l oved Idaho for 20 yea r s .  

I came t o  Idaho a s  a young bride in 1 9 6 8 .  My husband was 

second generation Idahoan. His father had come west in th e 

early ' 3 0 B to farm the land in Idaho Fal l s .  Through hard 

work and determination his crops of baker potatoes became 

konwn throughout the east as Belson Bake rs.  You know , the 

extr a large bakers that only grew in Idaho in the ' 3 05 and 

' 4 0 5 .  

In t h e  ' 5 0s Pop Belson w a s  given - - In the 

' 5 0 s  Pop Belson was even more determined to tap the water 

resources of the Snake River Aq uifer . He was one of the 

f i rst farme r s  to bring water to the dese rt.  

When I arrived in Idaho Falls i n  the summer of 

1 9 6 8 ,  I v isited the great AEC site, the INEL. I have always 

been curious why they changed the name ; perhaps Atom i c  

Energy S i t e  w a s  too threatening. My husband had been one of 

the hundreds that worked at the site with the ·perfect 

summer j ob, · back i n  the early 6 0s ,  a few hours of labor for 

a full day ' s  wage. He had the honor of cleaning up after 

one of the maj or nuclear accidents. Thi s  allowed him even 

more f ree time as he was allowed only a few minutes of labor 

for a full day ' s  wage . Perhaps they were wor ried that if he 

had more than a few minutes, he could have burned. 

As the years have progressed, I have been 
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aware of the important work being done at the site, the 

INEL. Something has changed my respect and has kindled 

deep-rooted fear for all of us i n  our beautiful state, 

country and plane t .  That fear i s  the economi c  compromise 

our pol iti cians are will ing to make in order to turn INEL 

into a nuclear weapons factory. 

When my inqui ring, bright thi rd generation 

Idaho child asked me what I was going to speak about, sa id 

that I could only recall the pride of the people that 

fi rst met i n  Idaho Fal l s  and south eastern Idaho. There i s  

now a n  economic cr unch all over the country, and t h e  peopl e 

that live in and around southeast ern Idaho feel that j obs 

are the most important issue and not the moral ity of those 

j obs which will make nuclear material for bombs. Without 

showing my complete negative attitude about the need for 

more plutonium, and I ' m  sure that has been proved by much 

wiser people than are at the Department of Energy, that i s  

t h e  lack o f  real proof that w e  need more o f  the stuff . 

would only like to address the j obs i ssue. 

would like to ask the country of Idaho 

would l i k e  to ask the people of Id.ho a question after 

spend a few minutes reading the PAC ; that is, the politi cal 

action l i st of cont r i buto r s  to Senator James McCl ure ' s  

campaign i n  1 983-84 . 

How much time do I have? 
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HEAR ING OFFICER: You have about two minutes. 

MS. BELSON : I would l ike to begin reading. 

Boise Cascade $1 , 0 0 0 ,  Potlatch Employees 

S l , O O O ,  Champion International Sl , O O O , Homestake Sl , O O O ,  

Mountai n  Bell S3 , 0 0 0 , Chev ron PAC Sl , O OO , Union O i l  Sl , O O O ,  

Phill ips Petroleum S50 0 ,  Atlantic Richf ield Sl , O O O ,  Amoco 

S4 , 5 00 , Mobil Oil Sl , O O O , Pacific Gas and Light Sl , O O O , 

Carol ina Light and Power Sl , O O O , Pennzoil S750 , SOHIO 

Sl ,OOO , HOUPAC Sl , O O O , Transpac ( Houston) Sl , O O O ,  Conoco 

S l , O O O ,  Shell Sl , O O O ,  Puget Power Sl , O OO ; San Diego Gas and 

Electric $300 , Louisiana Power and Light $50 0 ,  Minnesota 

Power S25 0 ,  Texas Gas Transmission S500 . 

The l i st goes on and on and on and on. The 

l i st , by the way, and for the most part are people not i n  

Idaho. 

would l ike to also read some of the pe r sonal 

cont ributo r s  to McCl ure ' s  campaign. Mr. Parrott of Parrott 

Oil Company, Dal las, $ 1 , 0 0 0 ;  Maxey Grossenbecke r ,  

Grossenbecker Oil , $ 1 , 000 ; Richard Smith , Ranse Oil Company , 

S l , O O O .  

The l i sting goes o n .  And I ' m  sur e that thi s  

l ist I have i s  only partially compl ete. 

The question I would l ike to pose to the 

people of Idaho i s :  I f  jobs a r e  such a necessity that we 

have to bring j obs of the war machine to our land, then why, 
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why, with all of Senator McCl ure ' s  brains, resources and 

very rich f r i ends, can ' t  he figure out a way to bring other 

jobs that do not r i sk the future of our ch ildren, your 

children and thei r future generations. 

Greed and power have a sick way of working its 

way into the fabr i c  of our society. Idahoans are so gentle 

and bel ieving of the i r  politicians.  It i s  time that they 

real ize that it is Idaho ' s  and that we must search out other 

avenues of econom ic soundness. To depend on the next 

generation of the arms race and to turn the INEL into a bomb 

factory should be unacceptable for all of us. 

I also have a letter f rom Joann and Phi l i p  and 

Gerhart of Ketchum, Idaho. 

Thank you. 

(Appl auae. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: The written comments and 

supporting mate r i a l s  of Janice Belson are entered in the 

record as Exhibit 447 . 

Exhibit 4 4 8  are the written comments of Joann 

and Phi l i p  Gerhart of Ketchum, Idaho. 

I have been asked to announce that the bus is 

leaving to Idaho Fal l s  and Pocatel l o  for those of you who 

want to leave. 

(Appl ause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Our next scheduled commentor 
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is Cheryl Wel ch. KATHLEEN SURSEL Y, 

appearing as a witness, testified as follow s :  

CHERYL WELCH, 

appea ring as a witness, testi f ied as follows: MS. SURSLEY : My name is Kathleen Sursely. 

5 l iv e  at Route 3 ,  Buhl . 

MS . WELCH : I ' m  Cheryl Welch, and I ' m  a 

resident of Hai l ey ,  Idaho. I was born and raised in 

Pocatello. 8 

And I want to say that I object to the 

construction of the SIS.  1 0  

a l s o  have wri tten comment from Lynn Zweifel 11 

of Ketchum and Gail Freund of Ketchum. 12 

(Applause . )  13 

HEARING OFFICER : Exhibit No. 449 i s  the 1 4  

written comments of Cheryl Welch o f  Pocatel l o  -- excuse m e ,  15 

from Hai l ey ,  I'm sorry. 16 

Exhibit 4 5 0  will be the written comments of 17 

Lynn Zweifel,  P . O .  Box 1027 , Ketchum, Idaho. 1 8  

And Exhibit 4 5 1  the written comments o f  Gail 19 

Freund, F-r-u-e-n-d, P.O.  Box 1 7 3 ,  Ketchum, Idaho. 20 

Next scheduled comment or i s  Kathleen Sursely. 21 

According to Webster ' s  Dictionary, envi ronment 

means all the conditi ons, circumstances and influences 

surrounding and affecti ng the development of an organism. 

am a human organism, that i s  to say that I am a mental, 

physical and spi ritual being. 

I assume that my government acknowledges that 

I am a spi r i tual being, as we are given religious freedom 

and it is upheld in this country. Also on the green pieces 

of paper they give us that says �In God we trust . w  

I also assume that my gov ernment acknowledges 

that I ' m  a mental being; they have establi shed a national 

education system . We are not j ust amoebae to be manipulated 

and then di sregarded. 

Nowhere i n  your EIS do I f ind mention of the 

psychol ogical effects of the arms race or of the effects of 

partiCipating i n  the making of bombs that kill men, women, 

22 children, plants and animal s, all of l i f e .  

2 3  suggest Dr. Margaret B renman Gibson of 

2 4  Harvard Medical School, who has been doing a study on the 

25 psychol ogical effects of the nuclear arms race, as a 
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consultant o n  your Final EIS. 

Our ill ustrious governor, Cecil Andrus, 

evidently does not feel that we are spi r i tual beings, for he 

has told us that he will not let moral considerations get i n  

t h e  way o f  economic development. I can only assume you 

agree, as I f i nd no mention of the morality of thi s  project 

i n  the EIS aB it relates to all of us who are involved. It 

i s  a Godless mentality that seeks only material gain. 

I also notice that you are not l iable for the 

accuracy of your document . Who, I ask, i s  responsible? If 

there i s  an accident, who do we turn to? Who will give us 

back our water and our ai r? Who will give us back our 

l ives? You do not address this i n  your EIS. 

Finally and most f r i ghtening of all is that 

this project is a perpetuation of a total itarian cont rolled 

economy, that of the mil i tary industrial complex. The 

United States mil itary industrial compl ex is the second 

largest controlled economy in the world, second only to the 

USSR. A democracy cannot function within the confines of a 

controlled economy. People cannot vote thei r conscience , 

they can only vote the i r  paychecks . 

I ,  as an American citizen, strongly object to 

your destruction of our f ree enterprise system ; that is f ree 

as i n  f reedom. This and all your projects of doom are 

designed to destroy our f r eedoms by cont rol l ing the 
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d i stribution of wealth in this country. I do not care to 

l ive under communist or capitalist totalitarianism. 

The very thing we are supposedly fighting, a 

Godl ess government controlled society, is what you are 

perpetuating. It is treason and I ,  as a sound-thinking 

citizen, question your authority. 

(Appl ause . ) 

BEARING OFFICER : No. 37 on the commentors 

l ist i s  Dell Mil l e r ,  Dell Miller. 

( NO response . ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Ma rk Deagle, Mark Deagle. 

( No response . ) 

BEARING OFFICER: Michele Dav is. 

MICHELE DAV IS, 

appearing as a witness, testif ied as follows: 

MS .  DAV IS :  I ' m  deeply opposed t o  the SIS and 

see no valid reason for its instal l ation at the INEL or 

anywhere else , for that matter. 

With one nuclear arms reduction treaty signed 

and negoti ations underway on further reductions, the 

development of a new pl uton i um processing plant makes no 

sense, especially if light of the fact the U . S . arsenal 

al ready contains 2 5 , 0 0 0  nuclear warheads. 

2 7 8  
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Economically I feel that the SIS could be 

5 . 2 7 . 2  
d i sastrous for Idaho in the event of a plant or 

transportation accident. We must think about the economic 

effects of a serious accident which CQuld contaminate soi l ,  

5 water or hi ghways. The impact that even a minor accident 

could have on publ ic relations and marketing of Idaho 

7 agricultural products and the recreati onal industry could be 

8 very severe. 

I ' ve chosen to l ive and raise my children in 

1 0  Idaho because I found i t  t o  be one of the cleanest, most 

1 1  beautiful places in t h e  world; a very healthy env i ronment 

'"-..J 1 2  f o r  the growing of healthy minds and bodies. don ' t  want 
'"-..J 
0 1 3  them l iving i n  fear o f  being s o  close t o  such a lethal 

2 . 7 . 2  1 4  env i ronment , and 1 1 m  very concerned about the moral and 

1 5  psychological impact on my children f r om  l iv ing in a state 

16 which is econom i cally reliant on producing weapons capable 

17 of destroying modern civil ization and global env i ronment. 

1 8  Speaking a s  a citizen and a parent , I hope you 

1 9  will carefully consider the long-range welfare o f  Idaho and 

20 its people in making a about decis ion the SIS,  and I pray 

21 that your decision be no. 

22 (Applause. ) 

23 HEARING OFFICER : Exh ibit 452 in the hearing 

24 record will be the written comments of Michele Dav i s ,  Box 

25 1 1 3 5 ,  Ketchum, Idaho. 
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Next scheduled commentor i s  Glen Hal l ,  

commentor number 4 0 ,  Glen Hal l .  

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER: Commentor 4 1 ,  Kiko 

Shatterly , Kiko Shatterly. 

FRANCES SHATTERLY, 

appea ring as a witness, testi f ied as follows: 

MR. SHATTERL Y: For the record, I think that 

should be Frances Shatterly. 

Everything that I want to say has al ready been 

sai d ,  so I ' d  l i ke to allow my time to anybody who can use it 

Wisely. 

Thank you. 

I ' m  strongly opposed to it, by the way. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Order 42 , Karl Piotter. 

MR .  PIOTTER : Very good. People can make a 

real mess of that. 

HEARING OFFICER: Try Eiguren. 

MR .  PIOTTER : I have been all night and 

haven ' t  f igured it out. 
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KARL PIOTTER, 

appea ring as a witness, testified as follows : 

MR. PIOTTER : My name is Karl Piotte r .  

represent my wife, Ginge r ;  m y  son, Tony ; and my daughter, 

Jennifer , and we are all residents of Hailey ,  Idaho. 

I ' m  here before you today because I oppose the 

const ruction of the Special Isotope Separator.  

My reaGons for oPPosing SIS i s  that I don ' t  

believe any more funds should be spent for our nuclear 

arsena l .  I n  fact, I support any and a l l  moves t o  reduce 

that force of arms. It is time to turn our swords into 

plowshares or, more appropriately for our area, to spend ou r 

money on tou rism and broad based f unding for education. 

As our f r iend, the Reverend Jesse Jackson 

would say, we the people, take no action on SIS. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Mr. Piotter ' s  written 

comments will be entered in the record as Exhibit No. 453 . 

Next scheduled commentor is Betty Schnei der. 

BETTY SCHNEIDER, 

appearing as a witness, testif ied as fol l ow s :  

M S .  SCHNEIDER : My name i s  Betty Schneider, 

2 81 
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1 and I l ive at Box 1584 , Ketchum, Idaho. 

2 I come here as a pe r son who moved to Idaho 

over ten years ago 8S a lover of the wilderness and stayed 

because of its unique pr i st i ne nature. 

5 I am the owner of a residential deSign and 

6 construction company , which has taken me the last ten years 

7 of my life to develop. And my livel ihood depends on a 

8 healthy recreati onal economy _ 

9 In my expe r ience, people who come to this 

10 state, whether to vacation or start a new life here, choose 

1 1  Idaho because o f  i t s  truly whol esome image. We ' re l ucky now 

1 2  that people around the country associate Idaho with things 

13 l ike wilderness, pure water, clean ai r ,  ferti l e  soil and 

1 4  potatoes. W e  would b e  trading our association with these 

1 5  positive, pristine images for those o f  a plutonium factory 

16 producing toxic gasses and leaving a trail of toxic waste. 

17 It ' s  not just an immediate problem but one we' re handing 

1 8  down to future generations. We ' d  be prodUCing a 

1 9  contaminated radioactive waste product for which we have no 

20 means of di sposa l .  

2 1  It ' s  a l i ttle hard f o r  m e  t o  speak about this 

22 f rom an economic point of view when I feel strongly that 

23 i t ' s  a moral issue . But an economic i ssue i s  what the 

24 pol iticians have made it.  So as a business person with an 

2 5  econom i c  interest, it seems to m e  that f o r  the short-term 
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econom i c  gain o f  th i s  project, we are risking every other 

economy in the state. Will people buy potatoes from the 

plutonium state? Will people come here to build thei r new 

homes near a facil ity located so close to a major faul t? 

The potential for an accident i s  too great . I think they ' ll 

choose another place to go. 

The SIS is a direct threat to our l iveli hoods 

and our l ives here in Idaho. Please don ' t  let thi s  happen. 

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Exhibit 4 5 4  for the hearing 

record viII be the written comment s of Betty Schneider of 

Ketchum. 

Next scheduled commentor is John Griff ith , 

John G riffith.  

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER: Commentor number 4 5 ,  Donna 

Billa. 

DONNA BILLA, 

appea ring as a witness, test i fied as fol l ow s ;  

MS. BILLA: My name i s  Donna Billa.  I live in 

Bellevue, Idaho. 

I ' m  proud to be an Ame rican citizen, and I ' m  
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proud t o  have the opportunity to pa rticipate i n  this very 

important hearing. America i s  a f ree country and we do have 

a choice. 

We hav e trad i t i onally trusted and given away 

our power to others,  specif ically elected of f i cials. But 

now we do question autho rity. There i s  change in the ai r ,  

and we are trying to t a k e  responsi bil ity f o r  what l s  

happening t o  our planet. 

It seems to me that those who l iv e  in Idaho 

Falls and those i n  favor of the SIS are thinking in the 

short-term. They don ' t  seem to see, in my opinion, the 

world v i ews, the big picture. 

1 1 m  not going to do a lot of knee- jerk 

emotional bleeding, although I would think that the 

destruction of the env i ronment i s  an emotional issue, war is 

an emot ional issue , but we can l t  l eg i slate morality. 

However,  it ' s  kind of unusual that now Harvard and all the 

major business schools in the nation are teaching ethics 

19 classes in business. And I do believe that the SIS is an 

20 ethical issue. 

21 There are winds of change i n  America .  We are 

22 beginning to do some introspective thinking. We are 

23 

24 

2 5  

beginning to question authority and beginning t o  real ize 

that we must take responsibil ity for the fut Ure. 

Yes, I hav e a vested i nterest i n  this. I l iv e  

2 8 4  
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in Bellevue, maybe 1 1 m  6 0  miles as the crow flies . It will 

affect me, the SIS plant. Yes, the people who l ive in Idaho 

Fal l s  have a vested interest ; they want j obs . But there are 

others who don ' t  have a vested interest but for whom this is 

an important issue ,  those who have a world v iew. Such as 

Richard Baskin who is against this,  who is also involved 

with Barbra Streisand who i s  against thi s .  They have a 

world v iew. They are not trying to protect thei r own little 

area of the wor ld. It ' s  been sai d  that we don ' t  care until 

they are doing something in our backyard, but thi s  issue is 

so much bigger than any of us here in our own smal l ,  little 

ideas of what could happen to us pe rsonally. 

I ' m  a very fortunate pe r son. organi z e  

safar i s  in Kenya, and s o  g e t  to g o  on these wonde rful 

bus i ness t r i ps to Af rica. Isn ' t  that great, to be able to 

go on business to Af rica ?  So I ' m  lucky because I get to see 

5 

6 

7 

1 0  

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

16 

that env i ronment there, and I know how te r r ibly important i t  17 

is that we protect that very special place. 

Idaho i s  one of a k i nd .  Af r i ca i s  one of a 

k i nd. don ' t  have to l ive i n  Kenya to know that saving the 

rhinoceros is a very important th ing. People don ' t  have to 

live in Idaho to know that this is a worldwide issue and 

that it ' s  much more important than all of us here. And I 

hope that we can continue to speak up for conscious choice 

and taking responsibil ity into our own hands, and I hope 
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that we will oppose the SIS Proj ect . 

(Appl ause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : The written comments of 

Donna Billa will be included in the record as Exhibit 4 5 5 .  

W e  a r e  now a t  order 4 6  o n  the commento[ s '  

l ist, M r .  Bruce Jones. 

I ' m  so r ry .  

Jones. 

HR .  JONES : I pass my position. 

MS. JONES : I ' m  number 29 on the l i st -- 1 2 9 ,  

HEARING OFFICER : Mrs.  Bruce Jones. 

MS. JONES : More commonly known as Mary 

HEARING OFFI CE R :  Mary Jones. 

MARY JONES, 

appea r i ng as a witness, testi f ied as follows: 

MS .  JONES : I ' m  a native of southern Idaho. 

And I have work with hand icapped children for the past 14 

yea rs. 

I believe that nuclear war i s  immoral . Are we 

in Idaho gOing to stand by and add to the insanity of 

prepa r i ng for i t ?  I, for one, wish to state my opposition 

to the const ruct ion of the Special Isotope Separator. Moral 

i ssues, envi ronmental conce rns, potential negative impacts 
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o n  Idaho ' s  tourism, agr i culture, aquaCU l ture and safety 

concerns are all reasons why thi s  project should be 

declined. 

And I hav e yet another concer n .  I t  i s  that 

the potential for contamination of the atmosphere or water 

exists. It i s  this potential that leaves the possibility 

for exposure to radioactive materials which is known to 

cause mutations, including bi rth defects. 

I would l i ke to question wheth er there is any 

clear evidence that can di sprove a speculation that there 

may be a higher incidence of speci f i c  birth defects in 

regions of exi sting nuclear production faci l i ties. Can i t  

be proven that even mini scule amounts o f  radiation are never 

responsibile for causing the occur r ence of congenital 

anomalies or chromosome abnormalities in the unborn fetus. 

Sound research must be compl eted regarding inci dence rates 

of both genetic abnormal ities and spontaneous aborti ons i n  

t h e  impact zones of a l l  nuclear faci l it i e s .  A comparative 

analys i s  with the overall national inci dence rates of 

congenital abnormal ities should also be done. 

The seriousness of thi s  potential r i sk must 

not be overlooked. Thi s  subject should be adequately 

researched, and the Department of Energy should address this 

i n  the Env i ronmental Impact Statement. Let ' s  not allow the 

insanity of prepa r i ng for nuclear war cause us to accept . 
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6 . 5 . 5  
ri sks with which we, as a society, are unprepared to cope .  

Let ' s  protect o u r  futUre generatiQns. The mental ity that 

people adhere to that this will never happen, this will 

never affect me, somehow parallels the sentiments that I 

hear from pa rents of handicapped infant s ,  I never thought i t  

would happen to me. 

7 (Applause .  ) 

HEARING OFFICER: The written comments of Mary 

Jones of Route 1 , Filer,  will be included in the record as 

10 Exhibit No. 456 . 

11 Next scheduled comment or i s  Steven J .  Mor r i s ,  

1 2  Steve Mor r i s. 

1 3  ( No response . )  

14 HEARING OFFICER: Number 48,  Larry Hansen, 

15 Larry Hanse n .  

16 ( No response . )  

17 HEARING OFFICER: Comme ntor number 4 9 ,  

1 8  Penel ope Street. 

19 

20 C .  W. POMEROY, 

21 appearing as a witness, testif ied as follows: 

22 

23 MR. POMEROY : I ' m  not Penelope St reet . I ' m  

2 4  C .  W .  Pomeroy, and good eveni ng. Thanks for the opportunity 

25 to spea k .  

2 8 8  
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What I would really l i ke to know, have a lot 

of comments, but I ' d  l i ke to see, if it ' s  okay , mi ssed 

some of the ea rlier stuff,  the guys that are representing 

the DOE, would you guys hold up your hands? I want to know 

who I am speaking to. 

HEARING OFFICER: You are speaking to the 

Chair here. This is the Department of Energy staff down 

her e .  

HR. POMEROY : A l l  right. Great. Y o u  guys, 

I ' m  going to get a little closer --

BEARING OFFICER: S i r ,  can ' t  l e t  y o u  do 

that. You need to stay at the podium , I ' m  sor ry .  

HR .  POMEROY : Okay. Wel l ,  I adm i re y o u  in a 

way . You have a lot of intestinal fortitude to come here, 

but really don ' t  want you at all to try to shove thi s  down 

our throats. We are not stupid peopl e in Idaho. I know 

we' re the last state you thought or that peopl e think that 

we are not going to raise an oppOSition, I think that you 

are fighting the tide here, you are against i t .  Please 

don ' t  do it here. Every time you try to do something on 

this, the tide is going to be against you. The war against 

you i s  going to be unpl easant. People don ' t  want i t ,  for 

every bl oody reason. I am against the SIS vehemently. And 

please take thi s  message back f rom all the people in Idaho, 

we don ' t  want it, gent s .  I t ' s ,  you know , i t ' s  o l d  hi story. 
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No, good, stupid, bad, any adjective you want to use. 

Thanks .  

(Appl ause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : The written comments of 

c. w. Pornery of Ketchum, Idaho, will be incl uded in the 

record as received by the Cha i r  as Exhibit No. 457 . 

I ' m  not sure what happened to Penel ope 

St reet. 

Our next scheduled commentor i s  Mary Ann 

Scott . 

MR. SIEMON : 8 i ,  I ' m  substituting for Mary Ann 

Scott. 

HEARING OFFICER: Your name is? 

MARK SIEMON, 

appearing as a witness , test i f ied as fol l ows : 

MR. SIEMON : 8 i .  My name is Ma r k  Siemon, I ' m  

f rom Ketchum, Idaho. My family has l ived i n  Ketchum, Idaho, 

for the past 22 yea r s .  

I ' m  opposed to t h e  Depa rtment o f  Energy ' s  

proposal to locate the Special Isotope Sepa rator Project in 

Idaho. I ' m  opposed to DOE ' s  manufact ure of plutonium 

al together. 

I do not believe the DOE ' s  Draft Env i ronmental 
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Impact Statement h a s  demonstrated a need for further 

plutonium production in the United States. The recent INF 

agr eement calling for a reduction in nuclear weapons and the 

upcoming Moscow summit show the United States Government may 

finally real ize there ' s  no future in the nuclear arms race . 

You talk of our need for continued plutonium 

production to insure our na ti onal security ; yet, the bill ion 

dol l ar s  the DOE would l ike to spend on plutonium, which can 

never be used, will do l ittle to enhance our nati onal 

security .  What would your bill ion dollars do for na tional 

security needs if spent on our real war against drugs 

curr ently being l ost by our government? Would your bil l ion 

dol lars spent on the education of our chi l dren, would that 

make th i s  nation more secure? I believe so. 

The off icial handbook of the federal 

government , the 1 9 86/87 United States Government Manual , 

states that, -The Department of Energy provides the 

f ramework for a comprehensive and balanced national energy 

pl an • •  see no place for the S IS in this plan. Frankly, 

see no balance or comprehensive national energy plan at all .  

I f  Idaho ' s  shortsighted pol iticians and the 

DOE want jobs for Idaho, I say great. How about a plant to 

design and manufacture a more fuel effici ent automobile 

engine, or a bill ion dollar research center on solar energy? 

Bow would a compr ehensive national energy plan based on an 
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energy independent United States enhance o u r  nation ' s  

se curity for the future? 

Our government fills us with f i rst st r i ke 

survivability and retaliatory capabil ity . The fact is the 

United States and the Soviet Union share the f i re power of 

6 , 0 0 0  World War l Is .  One Trident submarine has the 

fi repower of eight World War l I s ,  enough to destroy every 

major city in the northern hemisphere. I say no to SIS, no 

more bombs. 

(Applause . ) 

MR. SIEMON : I ' d  also l i ke to submit the 

written testimony in opposition of the S IS of Glenda Gibson 

of Burley ,  Idaho, and Nancy Norton of Grandview Lane, 

Burley, Idaho. 

BEARING OFFICER : All right. The written 

comments of Mark S i emon of Ketchum, Idaho, will be included 

i n  the record as Exhibit No. 4 5 8 .  The written comments of 

did Glenda Gibson, Burley, Idaho, will be included as 

Exhibit No. 45 9 .  And the wr itten comments of Nancy L. 

Norton of Burley ,  Idaho, will be Exhibit No. 4 6 0 .  

We have now come t o  witness order numbe r 5 0 .  

I t  would be the intent of the Cha i r ,  we are a t  1 0 : 05 ,  what 

would l ike to do i s  we ' ll take a brief recess here, but I 

would encourage anybody who has written comments that does 

not antici pate returning on Thursday to bring those comments 
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forward as w e  take t h e  break a n d  we ' l l include those in the 

recor d. 

In addition to that, it would be the Chai r ' s  

intent to try to get to witness order 6 0 ,  between 6 0  to 65 

this evening, at which point we would cut it off .  

Finally, i t ' s  been my practice in the other 

heari ngs to give the opportuni ty to those individuals who 

categorically, unequivocally, without reservation, beyond a 

shadow of a doubt , cannot return to a subsequent hearing, be 

accommodated at th i s  hea r ing, if we can. I real ize that a 

lot of you have come long distances, and those are the ones 

we would particularly l i ke to accommodate, setting aside for 

the moment that apparently most of the residents of Blaine 

County are here. So we will be happy to try to accommodate 

you, if we can. 

Yes ma ' am ?  

A VOICE : Could ask you a question? 

HEARING OFFICER : Could you come up here, 

please, so we can hear it al l ?  

FEMALE SPEAKER : I have noticed that a number 

of people have come her e f r om eastern Idaho, and I ' m  

wonder i ng ,  are they going t o  be allowed to testify again 

over there? 

HEARING OFFICER : No no, no. The rules of the 

game are very clea r .  Everybody who has preregistered o r  
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reg i stered a t  t h e  door a t  any of t h e  hearings w i l l  be 

entitled to the opportunity to comment at the continuation 

of these hearings. You cannot Sign up at the door, so folks 

aren ' t  going to have that opportunity to testify ; everyone 

gets one shot on the reco r d ,  pe r i od. 

FEMALE SPEAKER : That ' s  all I wanted to know. 

Thank you. 

HEARING OFFICER : Thank you. 

Is there anybody in the audi ence who has a 

wri tten comment you would l i ke to submit for the record at 

this time? If so, I would j ust ask that you step forward, 

and why don ' t  you j ust come to the podi um and give us your 

name, and we ' l l give you an exhibit numbe r .  

Exhibit 4 6 1  will be t h e  written comments o f  

Carrie Beezley of Twin Fal l s ,  Idaho. 

Exhibit 462 will be the written comments of 

Thomas R. Beezley of Twin Fal l s ,  Idaho. 

(Voices . ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Excuse us j ust a moment. 

Could we have the podium mike on, please? 

MS. THOMPSON : My name i s  Becky Thompson of 

Twin Fal l s ,  and I ' m  against this. 

HEARING OFFICER : That will be Exhibit 463 . 

Please give us your name and I ' ll assign a 

number .  
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MS . WOODS : I ' m  Cynthia Lou Woods of Twin 

Fal l s  and 1 1 m  against it.  

HEARING OFFICER : That will be Exhibit 4 6 4 .  

MR. BRAY : I ' m  Rich Bray from Sun Valley, and 

1 1 m  very much against i t .  

HEARING OFFICER : That ' s  Exhibit 4 6 5 .  

MR. GREEN : I ' m  Ron G reen from Pocatello. 

(Voices . )  

BEARING OFFICER : Quiet, please. Ladies and 

'gentlemen, could we have it quiet, please? We are trying to 

get testimony entered into the record. I appreciate your 

forbearance. 

Could I have your name aga i n ,  please? 

MR .  GREEN : Yeah. I ' m  Ron Green, 829 Tanager, 

Pocatello. have three written testimoni e s ;  one f rom 

Mer l i n  Burwell from Pocatel l o  and Scott Christensen from 

Pocatel lo,  and we are all for the SIS. 

HEARING OFFICER : The written comments of Ron 

Green will be entered in the record as Exhibit 4 6 6 .  The 

written comments of Merlin Burwell will be entered, of 

Pocatel lo, will be entered into the record as Exhibit No . 

467 . The written comments of Scott A. Christensen of 

Pocatello will be entered in the record as Exhibit No. 4 6 8 .  

(Voi ces. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Quiet, please. 

295 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 
P . O .  Box 57 8 ,  Boise, 10 83701 

2 

1 0  

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

14 

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  

1 8  

1 9  

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

HR .  JONES : am Mary Jones f rom Ketchum and 

Garden Valley, Idaho, and am oppo sed. 

HEARING OFFICER: Your comments will be 4 6 9 .  

MR .  SMALL : W i l l  Small from Picabo, Idaho, 

very much against. 

HEARING O�FICER: The comments of Mr. Small 

will be entered in the record as Exhibit No. 470 . 

HR. QUINN: My name is B illy Quinn from 

Hai l ey ,  Idaho, and I ' d  l i ke for you to j ust say no to the 

SIS.  

BEARING OFFICER: The written comments of 

Billy Qui nn of Sun Valley, Idaho, will be entered into the 

record as Exhibit No. 4 7 1 .  

MS . CHUPA :  I ' m  Marge Chupa, 1 8 6 0  Falls Avenue 

East , Tw i n  Fal l s .  I ' m  very much against th i s .  Please say 

no to SIS.  

HEARING OFFICER : Your comments will be 

entered in the record as Exhibit No. 4 7 2 .  

MR. TERRA : My name is Michael Terra, and I ' m  

very much against the SIS and bu i l ding bombs. 

HEARING OFFICER : The written comments of 

Michael Terra of Ketchum, Idaho, will be entered in the 

record as Exhibit No. 4 7 3 .  

M S .  WAHL : I ' m  Jack i e  Wahl of Tw i n  Fal l s ,  

Idaho. I was wondering how big those f i sh that man that 
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fi shed for liv ing are going to be or how many heads they 

would have or 

HEARING OFFICER : I ' m  sorry --

MS. WAHL : And is DOA a slip of the tongue on 

previous testimony or a sl i p  of subconscious of what might 

happen. 

HEARING OFFICER: Ma ' am , thank you . The 

written comments of Jackie Wahl of Tw i n  Fal l s ,  Idaho, will 

be entered into the record as Exhibit No. 4 7 4 .  

A r e  there further wri tten comments f o r  the 

record? If not, we ' ll be in recess for five minutes. 

(Recess. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: I ' d  l ike to come back to 

order, if we could, and go back on the record. It ' s  now 

1 0 : 17 ,  and we will begin this part of the hearing by read i ng 

into the record those exhibit numbe rs and names of 

individuals who have provided written comment for the 

record. 

Exhibit 370 , Maggie Blai r ;  Exhibit 3 7 1 ,  Cara 

Wilson ; Exhibit 3 7 2 ,  John Wil son ; Exhibit 3 7 3 ,  Harry 

Massoth ; Exhibit 3 7 5 ,  K .  J .  O' Connor ; Exhibit 3 7 6 ,  John C. 

O ' Conno r ;  Exhibit 317 , Martha Woodwell Neilson, 

N-e- i-l-s-o-n; Exhibi t 3 7 8 ,  w. B. and Bolly Hoppl e, 

H-o-p-p-l-e;  Exhibit 379,  Carolyn G raham ; Exhibit 3 8 0 , 

Dianne Schroede r ,  S-c-h- r-o-e-d-e- r ;  Exhibi t 381 , Bonnie 
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Vincent ; Exhibit 3 82 ,  Steven P .  Garman ; Exhibit 3 83 ,  Teresa 

Drown; Exhibi t 385 , Jul ie Rodman; Exhibi t 3 8 6 ,  John Nycum, 

N-y-c-u-m; Exhibit 3 8 7 ,  Edward C. Shokal , S-h-o-k-a- l ;  

Exhibi t 3 8 8 , Jul ie and Robert Rande l l ,  R-a-n-d-e-l-l.  

Exhibit 3 89 are a series of petitions received f rom 

residents of Blaine County submitted by Jul ie Rande l l .  

Exhibit 3 9 0  a r e  t h e  written comments o f  Dsa Chandle r ;  

Exhibi t 3 93 , Jan Higginbotham, H-i-g-g-i-n-b-o-t-h-a-m. 

Exhibit 394 are petitions from the nine concerned citizens 

f rom mud Lack Lake. Exhibit 3 95 ,  Tom Blanchard ; Exhibit 

3 9 6 , Mark Tunno, T-u-n-n- o ;  Exhibit 3 9 7 ,  Tom Branch; Exhibit 

3 9 8 ,  Mary Pat Branch ; Exhibit 4 0 0 ,  Leslie J. Mani okian; 

Johnathan Gor e ;  Exhibit 4 0 2 ,  Carla Schockey, S-h-o-c-k-e-y; 

Exhibit 404,  Elizabeth Conrod, C-o-n-r-o-d; Exhibit 4 0 5 ,  

L i z a  Paschal l ,  p-a-s-c-h-a- l- l ;  Exhibit 4 0 6 , Charles Larkey ; 

four Exhibit 407 , Pat Bangg i ,  H-a-n-g-g- i ;  Exhibit 4 0 8 ,  

Vi rginia Hansen; Exhibit 4 1 0 ,  Curti s Nei l son, N-e-i-l-s-o-n; 

Exhibit 4 1 1 , James and Lea Reed; Exhibit 4 1 4 ,  Mary Ann 

Chubb, C-h-u-b-b ; Exhibi t 415 , Alison Beeche rt, 

B-e-e-c-h-e- r-t ;  Exhibit 416  Bruce S .  Manheim, 

M-a-n-n-h-e-i-m; Exhibit 4 1 7 ,  Dennis O.  Donnelly, 

D-o-n-n-e-l-l-y; Exhibi t 4 1 8 ,  Suzanne Simon Schwake, 

S-c-h-w-a-k -e ; Exhibit 4 1 9 ,  Janet Augustus;  Exhibit 4 2 0 ,  

Lynne Stone; Exhibit 4 2 1 ,  Ann 5 .  Vande rbil t ;  Exhibi t 4 2 2 ,  

Bruce Augustus ; Exhibi t 423 , Lyn L .  Stallard; 
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S-t-a-l-l-a- r-d i Exhibit 4 2 4 ,  Wanda Tierney, T-i-e- r-n-e-Yi 

Exhibit 4 2 9 ,  John Vladimi roff ,  V-l-a-d-i-m-i-o- r-f- f ;  

Exhibit 4 3 0 ,  Jack Stallard, S-t-a-l-l-a- r-d ; Exhibit �, 
Jan and Michael Tu[z ian, T-u-r-z-i-a-n; Exhibit 4 3 2 ,  Candice 

Anderso n ;  Exhibit 43 3 ,  Jeanne Flowe r s ;  Exhibit 434 Virginia 

and Daniel Glasscock, G-l-a-s-s-c-o-c-k ; Exhibit 435 , Robe rt 

Burns : Exhibit 43 6 ,  Diane P.  Gibson: Exhibi t 43 8 ,  Wi lliam v. 

Cook; Exhi bit 439 Phil Carney, C-a-r-n-e-Yi Exhibit 4 4 0 ,  Bob 

Day : Exhibit 441 , Judy Heath, 8-e-a-t-h: Exh ibit 443 , Dr. 

B r uce Leim, L-e- i-m: Exhibit 4 4 4 , Mr.  Isham, I-s-h�a-m; 

Exhi bi t 4 4 5 ,  Belen Newman ; Exh ibit 446 , Carolyn Bondo, 

8-o-n-d-o. 

We will now return to our witness order for 

the evening and call witness number 51, Ken Ashcom. 

KEN ASHCOM, 

appea ring as a witness, testi f ied as fol low s :  

MS . ASHCOM : Fi rst o f  al l ,  I ' d  l i ke the DO E  to 

volunteer to give us that bill ion dollars for our children ' s  

education, not thei r potential deaths and so on. 

(Applause. ) 

MR. ASHCOM: wasn ' t  going to talk about 

thi s ,  but I think I wil l .  worked for the Department of 

Energy years ago, and I ' m  real sad to say I did.  I worked 
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at the Bennett ' s  Atomic Engineering Laboratory, and I have 

seen tons of waste that has no place to go, and it ' s  been 

there since the ' 5 0 s .  And it will stay there because it has 

no place to go. They want to sh ip i t  out here to u s  to get 

rid of it and down in New Mexico, and they can have it,  

don ' t  want it here. 

I have seen photog raphs of the burial sites at 

INEL, and i t ' s  gOing to stay there, it ' s  not going 

anywhere. These guys are creating a boondoggle that ' s  j ust 

going to ruin us a l l .  I ' m  going to read my paper now . 

I t ' s  really a very Simple question. 

Env i ronmental contam ination and more nuclear weapons for 

jobs. I believe Idaho ' s  future i s  in its pristine 

env i ronment, a rapidly d i sappe a ring commod ity. And if you 

15 think about it,  it is a commod i ty ,  and we can use it to our 
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best advantage and protect it. It must be protected at all 

costs. It is i n  pest long-term interests. 

Bow many nuclear weapons do we need? We 

already have the capabil ity to destroy the worl d several 

times ove r .  Enough is enough. It ' s  time the people of 

Idaho take a stand to stop this madnes s .  

The price i s  too h i g h ,  too high f o r  a few j obs 

that will last only a few years. Therefore, I say no to 

SIS. 

One other thing 

3 0 0  
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(Appl ause . ) 

MR. ASBCOM : ( I naudible) -- the disclaimer in 

this document is important, get real , guys. Somebody has 

got to be responsibl e .  

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Thank you . The written 

comment of were Ken Ashcom, Ketchum Ida,ho, will be marked as 

Exhibit No. 475 and included in the order and received. 

He ' s  also submitted the written comment of Angie Smith of 

Box 413 1 ,  Ketchum, that will be admitted as Exhibit 476 for 

the record. 

The next scheduled commentor i s  Tracy Bar r ,  

Tracy Bar r .  

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Commentor 53 , Thayne D. 

Kunz , K-u-n- z .  

( No response .. ) 

BEARING OFFICER : Commentor number 5 4 ,  Linda 

Bergerson .. 

L INDA B ERGERSON, 

appea ring as a witness, testi f ied as follow s :  

M S .  BERGERSON : My name is Linda Bergerson of 

Ketchum, Idaho. 

3 0 1  
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My premise i s  that the Special Isotope 

Separation plant i s  unneeded, unwanted and detr imental to 

Idaho. 

First ,  the United States has more than enough 

plutonium available for present needs and a lessening 

demand. We have 120 tons of plutonium stockpiled. 

Plutonium from outdated weapons can be endlessly recycled 

and the INF treaty will free up two tons of plutonium for 

for reuse . If necessary, there are other ways of obtaining 

weapon-grade plutonium without building a new installation. 

We now have enough nuclear weapons to destroy 

any adv e r sary as well as ourselves . There is no need for 

more weapon-grade plutonium .. 

Secondly, this plant would not be of long-term 

economic advantage to Idaho.. The installation is deSigned 

to process a seven year supply of fue l ,  only about six tons 

of raw material are available .. 

The presence of a nuclear weapons plant will 

detract from Idaho ' s  image as a vaction land. Threats of 

air and water are what tourists want to leave behind. 

Southern Idaho i s  an agr icultural cent e r ;  what would be the 

cost of even a minor accident and lost sal es? 

Transportation and site accidents are assumed 
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by the DOE to never occur , but they do, and even a minor one I 5 .  2 7  . 2 

with related publ icity could damage the maj or industries of 
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our state I Agriculture and tour i sm ,  causing more economic 

loss than the seven years of employment would provide. 

Thi rdly, the INEL i s  now respected as a 

research center . Research on the SIS process is being 

conducted at Lawrence Livermore Laborator ies, leaving the 

INEL with the production. Accident potential in production 

i s  higher than in research. Three minor accidents have 

al ready occurred at INEL ' s Idaho chemical processing plant . 

Will th i s  emphasis on weapons production 

replace non-military research at IREL? 

Lastly, great potential for environmental 

degradation has not been given enough emphasi s. Using the 

word ·potential · haa given DO! too much credit if you look 

at its past record. The env i ronment has been contaminated 

i n  DOB planta at Banford, Rocky Plats, Fernald, Los Alamos, 

Oak Ridge and Livermore .  A r e  they now abandoning these 

sites with of all thei r thei r problems and coming to Idaho? 

Wastes al ready stored at INEL have been 

detected 230 feet below the storage areas. These wastes 
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Wastes from the SIS operation are to be sh i pped to a Rew 21 

Mexico di sposal aite now under construction, but they have 22 

leaks developing, and that waate facil ity there may never be 23 

used. 24 

Bow can we allow the Department of Energy, 25 
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with the i r  poor track record, t o  sta r t  product i on above the 

Snake River Aq uifer ? We are inviting disast e r .  

Let ' s  tell t h e  t h e  Department o f  Energy that 

we know what they want to send to Idaho, and we want no part 

of it.  

W e  l i ke the quality of life here in Idaho. 

What will more nuclear weapons do to change that? 

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

BEARING OFFICER : The written comments of 

Linda Bergerson are Exhibit No . 477 . 

The written comments of Mr.  Michael Brown are 

Exhibit No. 4 7 8 .  

sound. 

The next scheduled commentor is Tom Pomeroy. 

(Off the recor d . ) 

HEARING OFFICER : We apparently lost the 

MR. POMEROY : Okay. Can you hear me? 

VOICES : Yes. 

TOM POMEROY, 

appearing as a witness, test i f ied as follows : 

MR. POMEROY : Okay. Not a lot of new 

evidence. 
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H i .  My name i s  Tom Pomeroy, and I ' m  here 

tonight to state my opposition, guess what? Against the SIS 

being built anywhere i n  the United States. Therefore, I 

support the No Action Alternative. 

The SIS i s  vulnerable on a number of gr ounds ; 

so , therefore, Idaho is vulnerable if this facility is 

buil t .  

The need i s  seriously questioned. The 

secretary of Energy stated in February that the United 

States i s  awash in plutonium. What more needs to be said? 

Plutonium is not a product I want on this earth; so , 

theref ore, I certainly don ' t  want any more produced. 

The need for this facil ity is a deep concern 

and problem facing America. We are destroying this country 

and world with the conventional thinking that we can wi n  in 

a nuclear war. Precious natural resources, human resour ces 

and precious time are all going to waste in Amer i ca because 

of this kind of thinking. We must reverse this trend and 

stopping the SIS is an absolute must . There is no 

comprom i se here.  

The env i ronmental ri sks of this f acility are 

enormous. OVer 2 0  tons of f reon will be released each year 

into the earth ' s  atmosphere, fUrther reducing the 

st ratospher i c  ozone layer. What assurances are there that 

this amount of freon is safe? With the increasing major 
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health threats o f  cancer and immune deficiencies al l being 

tied to depletion of the earth ' s  ozpne laye r ,  I want to see 

how releasing mor e ozone ( s i c )  can be considered. 

The transportation of plutonium needed for the 

SIS i s  al so a serious conce rn. I don ' t  want a to pass, look 

at or even think about t r ucks ente r i ng and l eaving Idaho 

with thi s poi son, knowing that a serious accident is a 

possibi l i ty. 

How will you evacuate Boise in case of a 

ser i ous accident? Will there be psychological effects on 

Idaho ' s  population because of the increased risk of highway 

shipments? How ' will trucks ca r rying toxic and nuclear 

materials deal with winter white-outs? 

The Env i ronmental Impact Statement seriously 

underestimates the impacts of earthquakes and volcanic 

activity. I ' ll never forget Mount Borah earthquake, and the 

thought of the S IS being bu i l t  near thi s  seismic active area 

i s  stupid. The half-life of pl utoni um is 2 4 , 0 0 0  yea r s ,  and 

it remains dange rous for that enti re time. What assurances 

can you make that we won ' t  have a major earthquake in, let ' s  

say, over the next 500 years? 

The waste handl ing i s  also a major conce r n  of 

mine. How will radioactive and hazardous wastes be 

handled? Do you today now have a proven and safe method to 

store and render these mate r i al s  100 percent guaranteed that 
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storage methods are safe? T h e  EIS doesn ' t  Bay you d o .  

T h e  biggest reason a n d  push f o r  construction 

of the SIS is the jobs argument. Senator McCl ure, Senator 

Symms, Governor And r us ,  Representative Stallings should be 

ashamed of themselves for prostituting Idaho for these 

dead-end j obs. Leaders are expected to think, but 

unfortunately, these pea-brain pol iticians only think of 

being reelected. Thi s  project i s  the cl assic pork barrel 

def i c i t  spend i ng that the United States can ' t  afford. Have 

you studied the ri sks of increased mil itary spending ver sus 

the decl i ne of social programs that benef it many more 

citizens? 

I f  jobs i s  really the i ssue , it ' s  not fai r 

that labor unions and the general public have been misled by 

our Idaho leaders offer i ng this proj ect as the only way for 

economic expansion in Idaho. Senator McCl ure has whipped up 

the j obs issue to only confuse Idaho ' s  publ ic, in the hopes 

that the publ ic won ' t  question the need, the env i r onmental 

risks,  the financial costs or the moral issue of the S I S .  

O u r  leaders need replacing. 

The main question i s  do we really want Idaho 

to be further dependent on a one issue industry. Once this 
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project i s  bui l t  and its seven year life cycl e i s  compl ete, 23 

then what do we do? Will the gov er nment continue to 24 

subsidize these dead-end j obs with f urther dead-end j obs? 25 
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I s  the SIS committing Idaho to the monstrous mil itary 

industrial compl ex and away f rom our decent r al i z ed agar ian 

agriCUltural base? 

The citizens of Idaho who believe that this i s  

a j ob i ssue need to remember that saying n o  t o  the SIS 

doesn ' t  mean you are turning your back on Idaho ' s  futUre.  

Agri cul ture and tour i sm are Idaho ' s  best and healthiest 

i ndustries.  Non-extractive, non-polluting and outdoor 

oriented. The SIS could destroy signif icant parts of each 

of these growing, decent ral i z ed and healthy indust r i e s .  The 

SIS could destroy Idaho. I say no to the SIS.  

(App1 ause.  ) 

HEARING OFFICER : The written comments of Tom 

Pomeroy of Ketchum will be incl uded in the record as Exhibit 

No. 4 7 9 . 

Next scheduled comment or is Matt Wel l s .  

MR. WELLS : Mr . Eiguren, 1 1 m  Matt Wel ls,  and 

my test imony was presented by my wife, Tina Cole, she was 

the seventh speaker this evening, but ther e ' s  something 

rather satisfying about giving pe r sonal test imony before a 

gover nment hearing, so I ' d  l ike to present mine . 

HEARING OFFICER : You may do so. 

3 0 8  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 
P . O. Box 57 8 ,  Boi se ,  ID 83701 

3 . 3 . 3  

5 . 27 . 3 . 4 

1

3

4

5

6

7

14

1

2

3

4

6

7

8

19

3.3.3



2 

1 . 1  7 

1 0  

1 1  

-.j 1 2  
CO 
(J1 4 . 1 5 . 1  1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

16 

17 

1 8  

1 9  

2 0  

2 1  

6 . 2  2 2  

2 3  

2 4  

25 

T543  

MATTHEW WELLS, 

appearing as a witness, testi f ied as follows: 

MR. WELLS :  I am Matthew Wells.  I make my 

home i n  Haily I Idaho. I I m the son of a pioneer family that 

came to the northwest terr itory in 1847 , and I ' d  l ike to 

state for the record that I am opposed to the construction 

and operation of the Special Isotope Separation Project at 

the Department of Energy has slated for the Idaho National 

Engineering Laboratory. 

I see no reason, economic, scient i f i c ,  

strategic or pat riot i c ,  to develop and operate a project 

with the stated goal of refinement for weapons-grade 

plutonium. My study and reading indicates that the United 
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1 4  

States has more than adequate stockpiles o f  nuclear material 15 

and that the S IS INEL proj ect be used, among other things, 16 

to purify a plutonium stockpi l e  from the crippled Hanford, 17 

Washington, nuclear proj ect . 1 8  

cannot hel p but b e  reminded o f  the 1 9  

insincerity and the short-lived v i sions o f  the Department of 20 

Energy and our national government when I consider the 21 

building and the ope ration of such a proj ect . The small 22 

econom ic gain that Idaho would receive from the SIS i s  23 

shadowed by the greate r enviornmental threat to our citizens 24 

and the area. 25 
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Thank you . 

BEARING OFFICER : M r .  Wel l s '  written statement 

was subm itted previously for the record and has been l i sted 

as an exhibit. 

Next scheduled commentor i s  Buzz Short, 

Mr. Buzz Short. 

his place? 

Yes ,  ma ' am .. 

MS. STEWART: Could I be allowed to speak i n  

BEARING OFFICER : You may. Did you make 

a r rangements to do that? 

MS. STEWART: No, but he isn ' t  here. 1 ' m  

leaving with Mat t .  

HEARING OFFICER : A l l  right. 

IlARGARET MACDONALD-STEWART, 

appearing as a witness, testi f ied as follows: 

MS . STEWART: My name i s  Margaret 

Macdonald-Stewart, and I am a 1 4  year old -- year resident 

of Ketchum, Idaho. Not qUite 14 yea r s  old. 

could have chosen to speak tonight against 

the creation of the SIS anywhere in our country for a my riad 

of reasons, but the reason I f inally did choose was that of 

history and all of the lessons we have failed to learn as 

3 1 0  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 
P . O. Box 57 8 ,  Boi se,  ID 8 3 7 0 1  

1 . 1  

1

2

3

4

5

6

8

9

14

States has more than adequate stockpiles of nuclear material

19

1



2 

7 

8 

1 0  

1 1  

"'"-J 12 
CO 
0'\ 1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

17 

1 8  

1 9  

5 . 22 . 3  20 

21 

2 . 2 . 1 7 
22 

23 

24 

25 

one of the worl d ' s  most advanced and sophi sticated nations. 

In my lifetime I have been witness to our 

nation fully supporting ,  both f inancially and militarily, 

Borne of the cruelest, harshest and most cor rupt dictators 

moder n  history has ever seen. Our suppor t  was not based on 

human need or compassion, it was not based on better health 

and education for those i n  need. When all of the reasons 

were reduced to thei r lowest fact o r ,  our support was based 

solely on greed. And in our greedy wake we have lef t 

economies shattered and enti re societies in shambles and 

millions of lives destroyed. 

And now, without even leaving our own borders, 

there are highly intel l igent, advanced and sophisticated 

minds that are trying to create by far the most cruel , 

harsh, corr upt and evil dictator thi s  world could ever 

imagine. Thei r support i s  not based on human need and 

compassion, nor is it based on better health and education. 

Agai n, i t  i s  based solely on greed. 

don ' t  for a moment believe that the proposed 

buildi ng of the SIS facility her e  in Idaho or anywhere else 

would stop j ust at the building and the seven year needless 

life span of plutonium pur i f ication. It is easy to read 

between the l ines to see that thi s  facil ity would become a 

cance r ,  becom ing large r  and more deadly as more classified 

programs are found for it and for its product s .  It would 
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become a dictator of mont rous proportions, one that would 

f i nd i n  its wake economies shattered, societies i n  shambles 

and, very likely, mill ions of l ives destroyed, right here in 

our own beautiful count ry. 

happen. 

But this will happen only if we allow it to 

say we have learned enough lessons. There is no 

j ustifiable need to create thi s  facil ity , and I strongly 

oppose any further action in planning, bu ilding or operating 

the SIS anywhere. 

(Appl ause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: The written comments of 

Margaret Macdonald-Stew� r t  of P . O. Box 2044 , Ketchum, wil l 

be included in the record as Exhibit No. 480 . 

We i ll go of f the record for a moment . 

(Di scussion off the reco rd . )  

HEARING OFFICER: Going back on the record, we 

are at witness order number 5 8 ,  Kurt Aaron Dav is.  Is Kurt 

Dav i s  here? 

( No response . ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Witness number 5 9 ,  Billy 

Quinn. 

A VOICE : He spoke al ready. 

HEARING OFFICER: Thank you . 

And witness number 6 0 ,  Randy Ch r i stensen. 

( No response . )  
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HEARING OFFICER : At this point I would ask 

how many of those remaining are preregistered to comment? 

Okay. think we ' l l go ahead, since you have waited 50 

long, we ' ll go ahead and accommodate yOll at th i s  time . 

We ' ll start right here with the lady in the 

Levi coat, you. 

I ' d  j ust ask that you step forward and state 

your name and address for the record. 

DANA MIKESELL, 

appearing as a witness, testif ied as follow s :  

MS. MIKESELL : My name i s  Dana Mikese l l .  

l ive a t  Route 2 ,  Box 5 9 3 4  in Twin Fal l s ,  Idaho. And may 

get a l ittle emotional when I talk about th i s ,  and I don ' t  

apologize for that a t  all.  

When I thought about what I wanted to say, 

knew there would be a lot of talk about waste, and the 

aq uifer and all the facts and stati sti cs,  and I thought, 

wel l ,  maybe I ' l l j ust talk about me and how the whole 

nuclear i ssue has affected my life,  my ent i r e  l i f e .  

And I w a s  real sm a l l  when my awareness of 

nuclear bombs kind of came into my consciousness, and that 

was via the media. grew up on television, sitting in 

front of the TV .  And my pa rents had Life and Time and 
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newspape r s  i n  our home with al l the graphic i l l ustrations. 

And I have told people before that my family ate dinner in 

Viet Nam every night of my life via the six o ' cl ock news, 

very appetiz ing. 

But anyway , as I sa i d ,  I was real young. And 

that wasn ' t  positive, it wasn ' t  positive at all .  But a s  a 

child,  in order to survive, I employed a technique that kids 

often do , i t ' s  called magical th inking. And I had a qui l t  

that my grandmother made m e ,  and i t  was pink and had roses 

on i t ,  and I loved i t  because it was special , because she 

made i t  and she loved me. And at night I would put the 

qui l t  on me and believed, I pretended that as long as 

had that quil t on me, no bombs could fall on me. Bombs 

could fall all around, but they wouldn ' t  penetrate my qUi l t .  

And I believed that, it got m e  through a l o t  o f  scary 

nights. 

I al so did things l i ke ,  oh , I had rituals 

where I would make myself say a hundred times before I would 

fall asleep, no bombs can fall on me. And i t ' s  funny, 

magical thinking is usually something children do , but the 

school board of the school that I went to indulged in 

magical th inking. They used to have us practice for when 

the bombs came. And my teacher ,  this was in kindergarten, 

was five, my teacher sai d ,  -All the l ittle bUnnies run and 

hide under your desks . - And we woul d .  And , you know, if 
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that ai n ' t  magical thinking, tell me what i s .  

B u t  t h e  fear and terror has carried over into 

my adulthood, and magical thinking doesn ' t  work any more for 

me. So now I allow my se l f  to think about what it would be 

l i ke if it happened, if the bombs came. And I ' m  proud of 

that. I ' m  proud that I don ' t  stick my head in the sand and 

turn away and hide and pretend i t  won ' t  happen, that it 

can ' t  happen to me. 

And I guess I want to f inish by say ing I ' m  a 

mother of three ch i ldren, and I don ' t  want my ch i l dren or 

anybody ' s  children to go through that kind of terror and 

agony. And don ' t  you, any of you even think about putting 

this here or anywhere else, don ' t  you even think about it.  

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : We hav e j ust received the 

oral comment of speaker number 86 , Dana Mikese l l .  

Could we move forward through the group here, 

who else had their hand up and wanted to testify? Th i s  lady 

right here, please. 

I ' d  ask for your name and address for the 

record. 
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ULAllWTI,  

appearing as a witness, testif ied as fol l ow s :  

M S .  ULAllWTI :  My name i s  Ulahwti . I l ive at 

437 Jackson in Twin Fal l s ,  Idaho. 

I have been sitting off and on all day 

l istening to people tal k about th i s ,  and there hav e been a 

lot of people who tal k about not getting emot ional , and I ' m  

glad t o  see somebody fina l ly did.  

I 'm glad to see that there have been a lot of 

people here off and on all day. mean, this room has been 

packed several times today, and that gives me a lot of faith 

in the people of Idaho. And I need that faith . 

I ' m  opposed to the SIS,  and I think one of the 

reasons why is because I j ust don ' t  trust enough any more. 

I was decided that I ' m  going to get a l ittle emotional 

tonight too. 

I am a v ictim of the A. H. Robbins and the 

Dalcon shield, a sel f  regulatory business. And I am ti red 

of me and other citizens of th i s  country who have trusted 

too much, letting the i r  tr ust be tromped on by the 

22 gover nment and the business and others who think that they 

23 have the right to take away our l ives bit-by-bit-by-bit.  As 

2 4  a result o f  t h e  Dalcon shield, I h a d  major surgery, and I 

25 feel l ike a v ictim because of th at. 
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I look around and I see other victims. Karen 

Silkwood was a v ictim. The people of Love Canal were 

victims. 

Now, sev eral , a l i ttle whi l e, several years 

after Three Mile Island, a lot of other v i ctims are starting 

to turn up. And I hav e read about some of them. have 

read about people with 25 pound tumors remov ed. have read 

about peopl e that are afraid to grow vege�ables in that area 

any more because they don ' t  know what they are going to look 

l i ke when it ' s  harvest time. I have read about people who 

don ' t  go sport f ishing around there any more because they 

are af raid of what the f i sh they pull out of the water will 

look l ike.  And don ' t  tell me that all those peopl e are not 

v ictims one way or anoth er. The Navajo uranium miners are 

v ictims. The peopl e affected by Agent Orange are v i ctims. 

And ev ery single taxpayer i n  this country has 

been a v ictim of the mil itary industrial complex that has 

charged us $1 0 , 0 0 0  for 25 dollar wrenches and has charged us 

hundreds of dol l ar s  for toilet seats, and et cetera, 

et cetera. There ' s  a whole booklet that you can look at 

that l i sts the v ictim syndrome that the taxpayers have 

suffered at the hands of the m i l i ta ry industrial complex. 

Because I ' m  ti red of being v ictimized by 

anyone, I decided to speak up. One of the things that 

upsets me about this mil itary industrial complex i s  that 
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less than 8 per cent o f  o u r  mil itary budget i s  spent on the 

def ense of North America. We are busy being pol i ce off i cers 

of the wor l d  and it i s  making our nation bank rupt. It is 

making me bankrupt. It is what makes the people in the 

Idaho Fal l s  area feel that they need j obs so badly. It is 

that bankr uptcy which i s  caused by those that are power 

hungry and greedy and belong to this bureaucrati c and 

bus i ness system which we, as taxpayers,  and voters have 

allowed to evol ve. 

We have to stop i t  now. We are almost almost 

over the edge if we aren ' t ,  in fact,  al ready over the edge, 

and we have to stop now. It ' s  time for us to take our power 

into our own hands and stop being v ictims of anyone. 

The Department of Energy doesn ' t  want to talk 

about mistakes or accidents that they might make, but thei r 

Env ironmental Impact Statement is r iddled with them. The 

most noticeable one, and pe r haps the most laughabl e, is the 

fact that the di sclaimer on the cover page i s  an accident. 

If this i s  any indication of what we can expect from them, 

if we d i d  allow them to put an SIS in thi s  state, I j ust 

I j ust don ' t  know what to say. I mean, you know, what can 

we do with you people? mean, it ' s  like,  wel l ,  there won ' t  

be any accidents and we don ' t  want t o  talk about accidents, 

but your EIS has plenty of them. 

Another one of the real good accidents in 
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there i s  the one where a geological study i s  quoted, and 

instead of saying that the incidence of volcanic activity in 

the area at the INEL is every 3 , 0 0 0  years, ooh, a typo was 

made, and it says it ' s  every 3 0 , 0 0 0  years. And don ' t  know 

how many other mistakes are in your Envi ronmental Impact 

Statement ; but if you can ' t  even get your statement right , 

don ' t  think you should be planning on doing any kind of 

plutonium production anywhere. 

(Applause. ) 

BEARING OFFICER: Who remains as a 

preregistered commentor? S i r ,  in the back, far back .  

Gentleman i n  the green hat, we ' ll take you 

next after him, si r .  

CAL SALONYA, 

appearing as a witness, testified as follow s :  

MR. SALONYA : My name is Cal Salonya, and 

l iv e  in Bailey, Idaho. I didn ' t  come here very well 

prepared for thi s .  have heard a lot 

BEARING OFFICER: Excuse me, we didn ' t  get 

your name for the record. 

MR. SALONYA : Oh, Cal Sal onya, S-a-l-o-n-y-a. 

It was misspelled on the paper. 

BEARING OFFICER: Thank you . 
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MR .  SALONYA : I ' m against the S IS for numerous 

reasons. We don ' t  need any more nuclear weapons. I think 

everybody here knows that . And I also bel ieve the federal 

government and the Department of Energy have deceived the 

Ameri can publ ic deceived for yea rs about the nuclear energy 

and the production of nuclear power throughout the United 

States. Many people have been hurt physically. And I 

believe they are in no position now or ever to change that 

pol icy because of the mil itary industr ial compl ex . If not 

now , at some time in the future we will have an 

env i ronmental problem with the SIS in Idaho or anywhere in 

the count ry. It should be tabled, it should not be bu ilt.  

(Applause. ) 

(Off the record. ) 

HEARING OFF ICER: The written comment of Cal 

Sal onya will be included in the record as Exhibit 4 8 1  • 

MR. PAUL : It ' s  very nice of you to save all 

us tough guys for l ast. 

TAUL PAUL, 

appearing as a witness, testified as follow s :  

MR .  PAUL : My name is Taul Paul . 

HEARING OFFICER : Could we get the spelling of 

the last name? 
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MR. PAUL : My name is Taul Paul . 

HEARING OFFICER : Taul Paul ? 

MR. PAUL : Pe riod. Spelled T-a-u-l P-a-u-l . 

When I was in the service, I had a surname. I don ' t  use 

that any more.  

For the record, I strongly, vehemently oppose 

this project in Idaho or any fuck i n '  where you want to put 

i t .  Thank you . Sorry for the language, but it ' s  that 

strong. 

I am a veteran of the United States Armed 

Forces. received the Purple Heart and other decorations 

for my actions in my tour of duty in Southeast As ia. I am a 

patriot . I have seen fi rsthand the awful effects of 

chemical and conventional warfare.  It makes me sick, makes 

me sick to think about i t .  Wa rfare is a tragic waste of 

natural resources and human ene r gy .  

17 Most of us have seen photographic evidence of 

1 8  what happened at Hi roshima, Nagasaki , more recently Three 

1 9  

2 0  

2 1  

22 

23 

24 

25 

Isl and and Chernoby l .  Nuclear w a r  i s  a n  unacceptable means 

to settle any argument or disagreement on religiOUS, 

pol itical or economi c  philosoph i e s .  

W e  m u s t ,  each o f  us, strive to achieve peace . 

Peace will just not appear by itse l f .  We have got to work 

for it. It will not come easily. Few things wor thwhi l e  

do. W e  must nurture it in our hearts and show by ou r 
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actions that peace i s  what we truly want. 

A l ittle aside here. If that means passing up 

some easy to come by j obs, that ' s  what we need to do . 

Our leaders are working towards peace , they 

are wor king towards reduction in nuclear arms. Let us show 

support for peace and oppose the production of weapons-grade 

plutonium. 

The DOE DEIS for  the S IS Project does not show 

a real need for any additi onal weapons-grade plutonium. It 

doesn ' t  even have an appendi x  that ' s  cl ass i f ie d .  

The N-teactor a t  t h e  Hanford, Washington, 

plant was shut down. It produced plutonium. One reason 

stated by DOE staff was that we didn ' t  need any more 

plutonium, in fact , we were awash with i t .  

A s  a taxpayer ,  I cannot support spending a 

bill ion dol l a r s  or any amount of money, for that matter, on 

a project to produce a toxic substance, plutonium, the 

ultimate pesticide, that we don ' t  need any more of . 

The disclaimer on the cover of the DEIS shows 

DOE ' s  lack of responsi bil ity for the i r  actions. I don ' t  

want any part of the DOE ' s  plans he re i n  Idaho o r  anywhe re. 

(Appl ause . ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Exhibit No . 4 82 for the 

record w i l l  be the written comments of Taul Paul of Ketchum, 

Idaho. 
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Who else remains as a preregistered comment or, 

anyone? 

( No response . )  

BEARING OFFICER : That being the case, then, I 

will once aga i n  state for the record that any individual who 

was preregistered to testify in the Tw i n  Fal l s  evening or 

afternoon session that was scheduled for today or who 

registered at the door, will be accorded the opportunity to 

testify th i s  coming Thur sday, March the 31st,  here at th i s  

faci l ity which i s  t h e  -- the Canyon Spri ngs Best Western. 

It ' s  Tuesday -- or Monday, I must be in Twin Fal l s .  We will 

begin the hearing at 2 p . m. and at 7 p . m . , and we i ll use the 

same l i sts that we have posted earl i e r .  Pl us,  we ' ll add to 

that any other indiv idua l s  who register to testify . 

So with that, we thank those of you who are 

here,  for your patience and your courtesy and attention, 

it ' s  much appreciated. 

With that, we wil l formally cl ose th i s  evening 

session and continue the hearings over until next Thursday. 

Thank you and good night. 

(The hearing was recessed at 1 1 : 00 p . m. ) 
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HEARING OFFICER : Ladies and gentl eme n, we 

will once again commence this publ ic hearing conce rning the 

review of the Dr aft Env ironmental Impact Statement relative 

to the United States Depa rtment of Energy proposed Special 

Isotope Separation Project . Thi s  proceeding is of f i ci al ly 

deSignated as the Twin Fal l s ,  Idaho, publ ic hearing on 

Department of Energy document DOE/E IS-01 3 6 ,  which commenced 

on the 28th day of March, and has been continued over to 

today, the 3 1st . 

My name is Roy Ei guren. I ' m  the hearings 

officer for th i s  as well as the other publ ic hearings held 

in this parti cular se r i es held to receive comment on the 

Draft Envi ronmental Impact Statement for the proposed 

siting, const r ucti on and operation by the Depa rtment of 

Energy of a Special Isotope Separation Proj ect that will 

util ize the Atom i c  Vapor Laser Isotope Separation process. 

I will refer to th i s  and the 5ubs{:�.iuent meetings or prior 

proceedi ngs as DOE l s  DEIS publ i c  heari ngs on the S IS 

Project. 

I am an attorney engaged in private pract i ce 

in Boise . have been retained by the Depa r tment of Energy 

to conduct thi s  se r i es of publ i c  heari ngs as an independent 
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and unbiased pa r ty to assure the opportunity for all 

interested organi zations and individua l s  the opportunity to 

comment on the DEIS. Accordingl y ,  1 1 m  not an advocate for 

or against the proposed act i on taken by the Depa rtment of 

Ener gy in thi s  matter . Rather,  I am a ne ut ral th i rd pa r ty 

who has coordinated the development of the procedures that 

will be followed i n  the hea rings, as well as conduct th e 

heari ngs themselves. 

The i ssue that i s  the subject of this hearing 

i s  the Depa rtment ' s  proposal to site, construct and operate 

an SIS facil ity at one of three l ocations in the United 

States ; at the Department of Energy ' s  Idaho National 

Engi neering Laboratory near Idaho Fal l s ;  the DOE ' S  Hanford 

Rese rvation near Richland, Wash i ngton; or the DOE ' s  Savannah 

River plant near Aiken, South Ca r ol i na .  Each of these three 

sites i s  deSignated as an alternative and are considered in 

the DE IS. 

The fourth and final alternative under 

consideration in the DEIS is the No Act i on Alternative which 

would be a decision by the Depa rtment not to site, construct 

and operate an SIS facil ity . As stated in the DEIS, the 

Depa r tment ' s  preferred alterna tive i s  to site, const ruct and 

operate such facil ity at the Idaho Nati onal Engineering 

Labor atory. 

To put thi s  hearing in perspective, it ' s  
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important that w e  understand t h e  basis of the federal law 

that gov erns these hearings. The National Env i ronmental 

Pol i cy Act or NEPA, as i t ' s  generally known, is the l aw that 

mandates that these hearings be hel d.  NEPA requi res that 

all federal agencies develop procedures that i nsure that 

env ironmental ament i ti es are given equal consi deration as 

other matters in federal government decisions. This l aw 

also reqUi res that recommendati ons for major federal actions 

signif icantly affecting the qual ity of human env i ronment be 

first preceded by the dev elopment and compl etion of an 

Envi ronmental Impact Statement , or EIS, that fully and 

carefully exam ines the (X)tential impacts of any proposed 

federal action. 

The Depa rtment of Energy has determined that 

th i s  proposed action in si t i ng ,  constructing and operating 

an SIS plant i s  a maj or federal action that, under NEPA, 

reqUires development and compl eti on of an E IS .  Accordingly, 

by the publication on October 3 1 ,  1 9 86 , a Notice of Intent 

to Prepare an EIS in the Fede ral Regi st e r ,  the Department of 

Energy commenced a process th at has led to the development 

and publ ication of the Draft Envi ronmental Impact Statement 

that i s  the subject of th i s  hearing. 

The DEIS was prepared by the Depa rtment of 

Energy, with the assi stance of an independent cont ractor , 

the NUS Corporation, after an extensive process of receiving 
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publ i c  comment through the Beoping or initial input phase of 

the DElS pcoceeding_ Dur ing seoping, publ ic comment on the 

scope or magnitude of issues to be addressed i n  the ErS was 

received, as wel l as spe c i f i c  comment on pa rticular i ssues 

themselves. Seoping did include the receipt of extensive 

written comment from the publ ic,  as well as oral comment 

from two lengthy publ ic meetings that were held in Idaho. 

One was held in Idaho Fal l s ,  Idaho, on February 24th, 1 9 87 ; 

and a subsequent one was held in Boise on February 26th, 

1987 . 

As a result of the publ ic input received 

d u r i ng seoping, the fol l owing i ssues were decided to be 

included in the DElS and have been analyzed as diffe rent 

alternatives or as different i ssue s ,  excuse me, related to 

each of the alternatives that I mentioned. The issues that 

are the subject of th i s  E IS are as f ol l ow s :  

Issue No. 1 .  T h e  off-site general population 

and radiological and non-rad i ological effects resulting f rom 

potential accidents at an SIS facil ity. 

Issue No. 2 .  The effects on the general 

population f rom em i ssions of radiol ogi cal and 

non- radiological releases caused by normal operations of an 

SIS facility. 

Issue No. 3 .  Exposure of operating pe r sonnel 

to radiological sources and non- radiological releases dur i ng 
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normal operations of an SIS facil ity. 

Issue No. 4 .  Incremental differences in 

env i ronmental impacts between the operation of the exist i ng 

chem i cal processing faci l ities and the proposed action.  

Issue No. 5 .  Effects on ai r and water quality 

and other env i ronmental consequences during construction and 

operation of an SIS facility. 

Issue No. 6 .  Cumulative effects of operations 

of such a facil ity, including changes in support operations 

related to it. 

Issue 7 .  The on- site and off-site 

tr ansportation impacts of nucl ear material s.  

Issue No. 8 .  An analysis of appl icable 

federal , state and l ocal regulations applying to the 

construction and operation of an SIS plant. 

Issue No. 9 .  The decontamination and 

decommi ssi oni ng of such a pI ant . 

Issue No. 1 0 .  I r retr ievable and i r reversible 

commitment of resources in the use of land, mate r i al s ,  

scarce and st rategic material s, fuels and other resources 

related both to the construct i on and operation of the plant . 

And I ssue No. 1 1 . Mitigation measures 

necessary to respond to the envi ronmental consequences 

aSSOCi ated with each of the alte rnatives. 

The EIS preparation and rev iew process i n  the 
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United States i s  gov erned by federal regulati ons establ ished 

by the Council on Envi ronmental Quality, or CEO, an age ncy 

within the Executive .Off ice of the President of the United 

States. In addi t i on to that board, the Depa rtment of Ene r gy 

has its own guidelines that it follo�5 in addition to the 

CEQ regulations. These regulations were previously marked 

by me as an exhibit to the reco r d  and i ncl uded in the formal 

hearing record as Exhibit No. 1 .  

The relevant CEQ regulations requi r� that 

after prepar ing a Draft Env i r onmental Impact Statement and 

bef ore preparing a f i nal one, a federal agency must f i rst 

obtain the comment s of , No. 1 ,  any federal agency which has 

j u r i sd i ct i on by law or spe cial expe r t i se with respect to any 

env i r onmental impact contained in the document . 2 .  Req uest 

the comments of the appropr iate state and local agencies 

which develop and enforce env i r onmental standa rds. No. 3 .  

Sol i ci t  comment f rom Indian t r i bes.  And 4 .  Sol icit comment 

from the publ ic,  with a pa r ticular obl igation to 

af f i rmatively sol icit comme nt s f rom persons or organizations 

who may be interested or affected by the proposed federal 

action. 

Publ i c  meetings or hearings are to be held 

where the De pa rtment determines that a substantial 

env i r onmental cont r oversy exists conce rning the proposed 

act i on .  Accordingly, th is hearing, as well as the other 
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heari ngs in th i s  proceeding, are being hel d pursuant to 

these regulations for the purpose of receiving publ ic,  

Indian tr ibe and governmental input on the various i ssues 

ident if ied in the DE IS. 

Notice of these publ i c  hearings was provided 

in a Federal Register Notice dated February 1 9 ,  1 9 8 8 ,  and 

March 4 th ,  1 9 8 8 .  I n  addition to that, publ ic notice was 

provided for publ i cat ion in numerous newspapers throughout 

the state. The Federal Regi ster Notices, the text of these, 

and the newspaper notices and publication dates of each have 

been marked as Exhibit No. 2 and are incl uded i n  the formal 

record.  

Publ i c  comment on this Draft Envi ronmental 

Impact Statement will be received tonight at th i s  

continuation o f  t h e  Tw i n  Fal l s  hearing, as well a s  a t  

previous hearings t h a t  w e r e  hel d both in Boise and Idaho 

Fal l s .  

Writ ten comment must receive the same weight 

and consi deration by the Depa r tment in this proceeding. It 

may be submitted to me tonight as the hearings of f i ce r ,  or , 

if you would l i ke, you may mail your written coments to the 

Depar tment of Energy at an address that we can provide to 

you at the registrat ion table by the f ront doo r .  

Oral and wri tten comment w i l l  b e  compiled into 

a comprehensive record and will be consi dered by the 
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Department when it makes a f inal decision on the EIS. 

The CEQ regulati ons that I previously 

ment ioned also provide that comments on Environmental Impact 

Statements f rom the publ ic or others on a proposed action 

shall be as specif ic as possibl e  and may address the 

adequacy of the proposed Env i ronmental Impact Statement or 

the me rits of the alternatives conta ined therein or both. 

Although the Department has determined that 

certain issues,  such as the need for the SIS Project itself,  

are beyond the scope of thi s  E I S  proceeding, we hav e and 

will conti nue to allow comment f rom those of you that wish 

to comment on that issue or other issues you feel relevant . 

After the reco r d  is compiled in this 

proceeding, which will include not only the written comments 

that we receive but al so the t r anscript of these hearings, 

the Department will review the record and, after doing that, 

may ch00se form one of the f ol l ow i ng options: It may choose 

to modify,  suppl ement or reissue the Draft Envi ronmental 

Impact Statement pr ior to issuing a Final EIS . It may also 

choose to issue the Draft Env i rorunental Impact Statement as 

the Final Env i ronmental Impact Statement without 

modification. A Record of Dec i s i on which will identify the 

envi ronmentally prefe r red alternative chosen by the 

Department, along with any practi cable means to avoid or 

minimize enviornmental harm f rom the alternative sel ected, 
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will also be prepa red. So out of these hearings will come 

two document s ,  the Envi ronmental Impact Statement and the 

Record of Deci sion. 

The Department, as a matter of federal 

regulation, can ' t  proceed with its proposed action which 

will be contained i n  the Record of Decision until a minimum 

of 30 days has passed f rom the date of issuance of the Final 

EIS. Under current schedul es,  the Depar tment of Ene rgy 

intends to issue both a Final E IS and a Reco rd of Decision 

sometime later thi s  yea r.  

Now , to govern the conduct of this and the 

other publ i c  hearings in this proceeding, I have developed, 

with the assi stance of both the Depa rtment of Energy staff 

as well as representatives of publ i c  interest groups who are 

participating i n  these proceed i ngs,  a set of guidel ines or 

procedures that we have been f ol l ow ing. These procedures 

were f inalized on the 24th of Ma rch and distributed to 

interested membe rs of the publ ic as well as pUbl i c  interest 

groups. They are incl uded i n  the record as Exhibit 3 .  Al so 

incl uded in the record as Exhibit No. 4 is a compl ete l ist 

of all Department of Energy publ i c  i nvolvement activ ities 

associated with the development of the Draft Envi rorunental 

Impact Statement. 

Now, the guidel ines that we are fol low ing, 

which I mentioned were included i n  the written record as 
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Exhibit No. 3 ,  are a s  fol l ow s :  Fi rst, other than my opening 

statement, which I am now del ivering, the Department of 

Energy itse l f  wil l not be mak i ng remarks i n  this hearing. 

Howev er ,  senior membe r s  of the Depa rtment of Energy staff 

are here in the f ront row, and they are l i stening to 

test imony as it is given. 

Comments have been received and will conti nue 

to be received in the fol l owing order tonight. Any comment 

we may have f r om elected and aPPOinted federal , state and 

local governmental off i c i al s ;  follow ing that we will have 

representatives of national , state and local organizati ons 

who have been pa r ti cipating in these proceedings; f ol l ow ing 

that we ' l l receive comments f rom member s  of the publ ic who 

preregi stered to speak prior to the close of preregistration 

on March 1 8th, 1 9 8 8 ;  and f i nally, we ' l l receive comment from 

members of the publ i c  who registe red at the door at the 

beginning of thi s  hearing, which was on Monday. 

In order to give you some idea as to where you 

are at i n  your allowed time, we do have these signa l i ng 

devices here at the podium in the f ront. Those membe rs of 

the publ i c  who are going to comment will have f ive minutes 

within which to del iver the i r  comment. At the end of four 

minutes, we will give you th e green l ight which signi f ies 

you have a minute remaining, and then at the end of the f ive 

minutes or the close of your time, we ' l l give you a red 
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l ight. We ask that you st r i ctly adhere to the timeframes. 

We do have speak.e r s '  l i sts posted in the back 

of the room , at the front doo r .  We w i l l  be follow ing that 

l i st as we go through the order of commentors this ev ening. 

We actively sol icit the receipt of wri tten 

questions from you. We do have forms in the back of the 

room that you can f ill out if you do have questions. A 

written answer will be provided at a later date to all the 

wri tten questions that you m i ght submit to us. We will 

include all the answers and questions i n  the hearing 

record. 

Finally,  I would mention that this is a record 

proceeding. Everything that i s  being sa id i s  being recorded 

by the court reporter here. So when it comes your turn to 

testify or to comment , we would ask that you would come 

forward to the podium, f i rst give your name and address, 

speak v ery clearly in the microphone so that we can pick up 

your comment s .  

With that, ladies a n d  gentlemen, what we w i l l  

do is g o  ahead a n d  begin o u r  receipt of oral comment th i s  

evening. I will sta rt with the l i st , I think some of you 

may have al ready picked up, which is entitled March 3 1 ,  

1 9 8 8 ,  Continuation Hear ings , Tw i n  Fal ls,  Idaho, Evening 

Session. 

Our f i rst schedu l ed commentor i s  State Senator 
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T549 

John Peavey. Senator Peavey spoke day before yesterday i n  

Boise, s o  hi s comments a r e  already in t h e  reco rd. 

We ' ll go to commento[ number 2 ,  Mr . Richard 

CUIzon, Richardson Cu[zon. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : have been informed that we 

do have a commento[ that ' s  scheduled later on that has a 

scheduling conf l i c t ,  he ' s  a medical doctor here on cal l ,  so 

in order to accommodate his needs to per haps l eave early, 

I ' d  l i ke to calI on Dr . A. C .  Emery. 

DR. A. C. EMERY, 

appearing as a witness, test i f i ed as fol l ows : 

DR� EMERY : Thank you very much. I appreciate 

being allowed to talk out of turn.  

My name i s  Ace Emery, and 1 1 m a pract i ci ng 

physician in Tw i n  Fal l s .  have lived here 1 4  yea r s .  was 

born in Rexburg,  Idaho, and I have relatives that work at 

the INEL. 

grew up in Sal t Lake City . And while I was 

in high school , it was a time when they were performing 

above-ground nuclear bomb test i ng in Nevada. I remembe r the 

assurances that were given to the citi zens of southern Utah 

and Nevada that these tests were per fectly safe and that 
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they could g o  outside and bask i n  the harmless nuclear 

fal l out . They were also given dosage meters to wea r .  

O u r  high school phy sics teacher i n  Salt Lake 

City would b r i ng his Geiger counter to the high school and 

he would show us the difference i n  the readings before and 

after these test s .  And then he would say to us, -Do you 

think this i s  saf e ? - didn ' t  think much o f  that a t  the 

time. Eight years later I did st a r t  to think about i t .  

At t h a t  time I w a s  wor king m y  way through the 

University of Utah Medical School � and it became very 

11 obv ious that there were numerous chi l dren that were being 

1 2  

1 3  

brought i n  di rectly from southern Utah with leukemia and 

thyroid cancer .  The leukemic chil dren weren I t as 

14 noti ceabl e .  The University of Utah treated a lot of 

1 5  

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

children with leukemia, and they sort of al l 'looked the 

same;  no hai r, puffy faces. 

The children with thyroid cancers couldn l t  

were different . These children had deformed, grotesque 

necks, tw ice the si z e  of normal , and because of this they 

were extremely obv ious. They were sl owly and painfully 

bei ng str angled to death. You j ust don ' t  see a large amount 

of thyroid cancer in children in normal ci rcumstances. And 

they were being car-pooled up f rom sout hern Utah. 

After persistent questioning, we f inally get 

the answer ; don ' t  tel l anybody , but these are the victims of 
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the radioactive fallout. 

These young v i ctims sacrificed thei r l ives for 

OUI nati onal defense . They are every bit the Amer i can 

heroes as those men who died on the assault of Normandy 

Beach. Where are thei r monuments? Where are thei r medal s? 

To this very day the Depa rtment of Energy and 

the Depa rtment of Defense denies they exist .  Even though 

the medi cal ev idence is j ust as compelling that the 

radioactivity caused these cance r s  as the ev idence that 

smoking causes l ung cance r ,  the atti tude of the Depa rtment 

of Ene rgy and Department of Defense is the same as the 

American tobacco industry_ It is important to real ize what 

type of people we are dealing with at these hearings. 

And now to the envi ronmental repo r t .  It i s  a 

joke, both for its di screpancies and, worst of al l ,  for what 

i t ' s  l eft out . We could go on for hours about the questions 

it does and does not raise. know it, teachers know it, 

farmers know it, housewives know it. It i s  insulting to me 

that the Department of Energy thinks the people of Idaho are 

so stupid. 

(Appl ause . ) 

DR. E"ERY: Some say we should j ust tr ust the 

Department of Energy. Bel ieve me,  we should not. 

If this i s  the best report that the top minds 

of thei r Depa rtment can come up with, thei r stupidity and 
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ignorance are chill i ng.  

If, on the other hand, and I ' m af raid th i s  is 

the case, this report is an organized sham to make the 

people of Idaho th i nk this i s  a safe project, then the 

powers that be in the Depa rtment of Energy are immor al , 

uneth i cal and criminal . 

(Appl ause . ) 

DR. EMERY: They whould be put in j ail much 

longer than someone robbing a 7-El even Store to support 

their drug habi t .  

And t h i s  i s  t h e  reason for th ei r disclaime r ;  

that they are i n  no way responsibl e  legally o r  otherwise for 

the i ncompl eteness and inaccuracies of thei r report.  

My father is an attorney, and he taught me at 

a very young age that I couldn ' t  put a sign on my back 

stati ng that I ' m  not responsibl e  for rape and then proceed 

to rape at wil l .  What makes the Department of Energy think 

they can rape us because of thi s  disclaimer? If they want 

us to sell our souls to the dev i l , we deserve to know what 

hell would be l i k e .  

I ' d  l i ke t o  make o n e  f inal plea since w e  have 

membe r s  of the Department of Ene rgy here tonight. If there 

is one ounce, one mill icurie of conscience left in someone 

in your department, please give some recognition to the 

people of southern Utah and Nevada who have died f rom and 
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are sti l l  developing cancer from the radioactive fal lout. HEARING OFFICER : N i nth orde r ,  Ross Jensen, 

2 You don ' t  have to pay them any money ; you can continue to 2 Ross Jensen. 

3 . 2 . 23 give the bill ions of dollars to Westi nghouse and other ( NO response . )  

cont ractors for your needl ess, dangerous projects l i ke the HEARING OFFICER : Tenth orde r ,  Dan Kinghorn, 

SIS. Just tell them that we feel for the i r  loss and we Dan Kinghorn. 

appreciate the sac r i f ices they have made. ( No response . )  

Thank you. HEARING OFFICER:  Our 1 1 th commentor, Judi 

(Appl ause. ) Green, test if ied this afternoon. 

9 HEARING OFFICER : Our next comment or is 9 Number 1 2 ,  Dell Mil l e r ,  Dell Mil l e r .  

10 Mr.  Brent Moore, Brent Moore .  10 ( No response . )  

1 1  ( No response . )  11 HEARING OFFICER : Commentor number 1 3 ,  Mark 

CO 1 2  HEARING OFFICER : Comment o r  number 4 ,  Ron 12 Deagl e ,  Ma r k  Deagl e .  
C> 
C> 1 3  Fowl e r ,  Ron Fowler.  13 ( No response . )  

14 ( No response . )  14 BEARING OFFICER:  Commentor 14,  Glen Hal l ,  

1 5  BEARING OFFICER : Tina Gof f ,  Tina Gof f .  15 Glen Bal l .  

16 ( No response . )  16 ( No response . )  

17 HEARING OFFICER:  John T.  Borton, John T .  1 7  BEAR ING OFFICER : Commentor numbe r 1 5 ,  John 

1 8  Borton. 18 Griffith. 

19 ( No response . )  19 MR. MacMURRAN : My name i s  Donald MacMurran, 

20 HEARING OFFICER : Preston B i l l s ,  Preston 20 and I ' m  subst itut i ng for him. 

21 B il l s .  2 1  BEARING OFFICER : You may. Give your name and 

22 ( No response . )  22 address for the record,  si r .  

2 3  HEARING OFFICER:  Ei ghth orde r ,  Bruce L ium, 23 

24 Bruce L ium. 24 

25 ( No response . )  25 
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DONALD MacMURRAN, 

appearing as a witness, test i f ied as fol lows : -

MR. Ma cMURRAN : Ladies and gent l emen, my name 

is Donal d  MacMu rran. I l ive at 5 2 5  washington North here in 

Tw i n  Fal l s .  

1 1 m  not a publ i c  speake r ,  but I feel thi s  

issue i s  real important, a n d  I ' d  l i ke to speak about how 

think this will affect me and my family. 

About ten years ago I moved up here because 

Idaho has a way of l ife that I l ov e .  We go hunt i ng, we go 

fishing, we go camping, and we can enj oy ourselves. But 

most of you have been reading in the paper lately about 

these trucks overturning, spi l l i ng and fall i ng in the r iver,  

kill i ng our f i sh out ; and when you start messing with my 

fishing, ladies and gentlemen, you are making me damn mad. 

(Applause. ) 

MR. MacMURRAN : Now, I don ' t  know about lot of 

you, but I would hate to dr ive down the road with my fam ily 

i n  my camper or my car and past these signs on the road that 

says, please do not stop here; your help may health may be 

i n  hazardous because ther e ' s  been a chemi cal spell here and 

can ' t  get out . Now, how many wants that? 

Now, it ' s  been sa id at these hearings that it 

was a foregone conclusion that we was going to have the SIS,  
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that these hearings i s  a farce. And l et me state again, if 

this i s  true ,  this damn wel l makes mad because the people 

needs to be heard f rom, ladies and gentlemen. We are ti red 

of thi s .  Let ' s  not have these hearings and not get no good 

out of i t .  You know, w e  can sit around and we can t a l k  --

(Appl ause . ) 

MR. MacMURRAN : -- but until we actually do 

something about i t ,  and it may call for demonst rations , 

ladies and gentl emen, but we are going to have to do 

something about it because your health, my heal th, my 

chi l d ren ' s  health, and everyone ' s  health it ' s  going to 

affect here, and besides that, l i ke I sa i d ,  it ' s  going to 

spoil the way of l i fe here in Idaho, and I ' m  sure we don ' t  

want that . 

Thank you, ladies and gentl emen .  

(Appl ause . ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Our next scheduled commentor 

is Steven J .  Mor r i s, Steven Mor r i s .  

( No response . ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Commentor 17 , Larry F.  

Hansen, Larry F .  Hansen. 

Tracy Harr.  

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Commentor 1 8 ,  Tracy Harr,  

( No response . )  
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HEAR ING OFFICER: Commentor 1 9 ,  Thayne D. 

Kun z ,  Thayne D.  Kunz . 

( No response . )  

HEAR ING OFFICER : Commentor 2 0 ,  Kurt Aaron 

Dav is. 

( NO response . )  

HEAR ING OFFICER : Commentor 2 1 ,  Randy 

Chri stensen, Randy Christensen. 

( NO response . )  

HEAR ING OFFICER : Comment or 2 2 ,  Rich B ray. 

MR .  SMALL : I ' m  going to take his place. 

HEARING OFFICER : Fine. 

WILL SMALL, 

appearing as a wi tness, testif ied as fol low s :  

MR. SMALL : Hello. I am W i l l  smal l ,  a 

photographer and thinking pe r son f rom Picabo, Idaho. I have 

attended both hearings here Monday , and it was very 

encouraging, and as a resul t, I have compl etely revamped 

what I want to say_ 

Dearly beloved, we are gathered here to mourn 

ou deceased control over our representatives and SOme woeful 

actions that they have taken because of thi s .  

(Applause. ) 

9 7  
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MR. SMALL : Bow often, if ev e r ,  have your 

representatives sent you a bal l ot, asking you how they 

should vote on various bil l s  before them? They don ' t  do 

that? How do they determine what most of the people want? 

5 Late at Monday ' s  hearing, well dressed SIS 

supporters were ov eheard saying, the decision has been 

made. Wel l ,  I say, oh real ly? I wonder if the citi zens 

have been heard or if they have had thei r say in this or if 

they will assert the i r  right to be heard in this decision. 

10 Will you? 

11 (Appl ause. ) 

12 MR. SMAL L :  Some seem to think that all are 

13 created to squat and that they are endowed by thei r  

1 4  government with ce rtain alienable privileges, such a s  l i fe, 

15 l iber ty and the pu rsuing of happi ness and that to secure 

16 these gov ernments these privil eges and fat military 

1 7  

1 8  

1 9  

2 0  

2 1  

22 

23 

24 

25 

contracts are granted and not to be questioned by mere 

citizens. Phew l Sorry to twist some fine words that way. 

Thi s  i s  how they are supposed to read : We 

hold these truths to being sel f-evident that al l are created 

equal with rights and that to secure these rights 

governments are instituted and that whenev er any form of 

government becomes destructive of these, it i s  right of the 

people to alter it and organi z e  powers in such form as to 

them shall seem most l i kely to effect to safety and 
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happiness .  

In addition, t h e  Idaho State Constitution 

say s :  The people shall have the r i ght to instr uct the 

representativ es . Oh real ly? So we have the right to 

instruct them on thei r deci si ons? So now what do we need? 

We need a way to determine what the will of the maj ority is 

so that they may be then instr ucted to our representatives. 

have a proposal , something I was wor king on 

before thi s  S IS issue came al ong_ Let ' s  poll the citi zens 

of Idaho, via the newspa pe r s ,  on how they feel about the 

SIS,  on how is they feel about Borne other topi cs of interest 

to a l l ,  and on if they would l i ke to have a regular and 

certified peopl e ' s  po l l ,  obed ience to which, if not 

mandatory, would be highly advisable to our 

representatives. What do you say, Idaho? Shall we do it? 

(Appl ause. ) 

MR. SMALL : I need your suggestions, help and 

support to make this happe n .  There a r e  some forms going 

around and out i n  the hall that I would l i ke your feedback 

on too and some way to make this happen. 

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Thank you. We ' l l mark as 

Exhibit No. 7 85 and incl ude in the record the written 

comments of Will Small from Picabo, Idaho. 
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Moving on down our l i st , we are now at order 

number 22 , Rich Bray ,  Mr. Rich B ray. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : J im Ford, Jim Ford. 

(No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : 24 , Mr. Wal ter Boward, 

Mr . Walter Howard. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Order 25 , John Flood, 

Mr . John Flood. 

Potts. 

for? 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER: Order number 26 , Nicola 

MR .  DUSL ; I ' l l substitute, I ' m  Herb Deuel . 

HEARING OFFICER: For who, si r ?  

MR .  DEUEL : I ' m  from Buh! . 

HEARING OFFICER : No, who are you substituting 

didn ' t  hear you. 

MR. DEUEL : Miss Potts. 

HEARING OFFICER : Okay, fine. Nicola Potts. 

If you would step forward. 

MR .  DEUEL : Pardon me for be i ng i n  my work 

clothes. 

BEARING OFFICER : We need your name and 

address for the record, s i r .  

1 0 0  
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HERB DEUEL ,  

appearing as a w i t ness, testif ied as f ol l ow s :  

MR. DEUEL : Deuel , Buhl ; Buhl ; Buh l ,  Idaho. 

HEARING OFFICER:  Your name for the record. 

MR. DEU EL :  Oh, Deuel . 

HEARING OFFICER:  Okay. Fi rst name? 

MR. DEUEL : Herb. 

HEARING OFFICER : Herb Deue l ,  all right , from 

Buh l .  It ' s  all you r s .  

MR .  DEU� : Pardon? 

HEARING OFFICER: I t ' s  all yours, go ahead. 

MR. DEUEL : can ' t  hear too good because 

have been driving a cat all day, and my ears are st i l l  

ringing. 

HEARING OFFICER:  Okay. 

MR. DEUEL : Wel l ,  we got a lot of hippies here 

tonight, don ' t  we? 

(Applause. ) 

MR. DEUEL : I ' m  a red neck John B i rche r .  

A VOICE : You a r e  st i l l  important. 

MR. DEUEL : Do we have anybody from the 

Department of Energy here? 

HEARING OFFICER : The Department of Energy 

1 0 1  
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staff is i n  the f ront , si r .  

MR. DEUEL : Well , could those people - -

HEARING OFFICER : Those people are in the 

front row. 

MR. DEUEL : In the f ront rOw. Are they hired 

full -time or j ust consultants or what type of pe r son do we 

have that are l i stening to what these folks have to say? 

HEARING OFFICER: S i r ,  this is the time for 

your comments, why don ' t  you go ahead and give us your 

comment s .  

MR .  DEUEL : Wel l ,  j ust want t o  know who --

HEARING OFFICER : tol d you, the Depa rtment 

of Energy staff is here. I al ready made that clea r .  Okay? 

MR. DEUEL : Oh . Wel l ,  seems l i ke the 

Republican hierarchy and maybe some of the Democratic 

hierarchy has al r eady decided what we are going to have 

here. 

We have a hot spr i ngs, it ' s  a hot mineral 

springs resort r i ght at the tailend of the waterflow that 

comes out from underneath the INEL. And 1 1 m  a l ittle 

concerned about contam ination of water because worked in 

it for 24 yea rs as a plumber, and we had to deal with 

contami nated water and people getting s i ck and all that good 

stuf f .  

I would l i ke t o  l o g  my fam i ly ' s  feeling about 

1 0 2  
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i t  and that is w e  don ' t  want i t .  

( Appl ause. ) 

MR. DEUEL : When President Kennedy was i n  

off i ce, h e  made a statement , I ' m  not endorsing i t ,  h e  made a 

statement when I was involved w ith the plumbing and heating 

business back in Pennsylvania, in fact, I worked at John ' s  

ol d naval station as a volunteer f i reman and took the 

decontamination course that we had to know, being i n  the 

f i re serv ice, in order to deal with a highly toxic or 

radioactive spi l l .  

I t  never dawned o n  me t i l l  about two o r  three 

yea r s  ago, tal king with a hippie fr iend of mine who j ust 

kept on bea t i n '  on me al l the time , what ' s  going to happen 

to that radioactivity and contamination when the water i s  

totally saturated w i t h  i t .  We ' re told that that ' s  how we 

decontaminate, they wash it down, and it ' l l run right off,  

you know , go away f rom you. Wel l ,  where ' s  the water go? 

Who made the water ? Is he going to make us any more when it 

all gets poll uted or are we j ust going to be diSintegrated 

by fire? If that ' s  the deal , it says it in the book, 

( unintell igibl e )  d i S i ntegrated by fire;  wel l ,  what are you 

worried about? The planners have got it all mapped out for 

us, and I ' m  not going to take any more time. Thank s .  

(Appl ause. ) 

BEARING OFFICER : We are at order number 27 , 
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Claudine Martin, Claudine Mar t i n .  

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Ca rrie Beezley. 

CARRIE BEEZLEY, 

appearing as a witness, test i f ied as fol l ow s :  

MS. BEEZLEY : Hello, there. My name is Ca rrie 

Beezley. live in Twin Fal l s ,  Idaho. 

And I ' d  j ust l i ke to go on the record and say 

that I oppose the SIS being bu i l t  at south eastern Idaho or , 

for that matte r ,  anywhere else in the wor l d .  

And that ' s  all I really had to say except for 

on many of Idaho ' s  highways ther e ' s  the words pa i nted wKeep 

Idaho Greenw so I say let ' s  keep I had green but not green 

with plutonium. Thank you. 

( Appl ause. ) 

HEARING OFFI CER : Order number 2 9 ,  Fernando 

Hal l ,  Mr. Fernando H al l .  

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Order 3 0 ,  Ron Reynoso. 

MR. GABRINETTI :  Substituting. 

HEARING OFFICER : You may. Give your name and 

address for the record when you come up, please. 
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TOM GABRINETTI ,  

appear ing a s  a witness, testif ied a s  fol low s :  

HR. GABRINETTI : My name is Tom Gabrinetti . 

l ive in Ketchum, Idaho, Box 690 . 

I ' m  opposed to the project, the SIS Project . 

I suppo rt the fourth alternative, the no action. 

I feel that th is action, that if the SIS was 

to be put together,  I think it would j eopardize a lot of ou r 

work that ' s  gone on in government to reduce arms. I think 

if we go on and build more nuclear weapons, we are going to 

have more trouble trying to el iminate them . think at this 

point we should be thinking about that more than building 

them . 

I think the money that we .have al so should be 

probably going to our def icit,  and in that di rection. 

Living i n  Cal ifornia for 2 0  yea r s ,  I have been i n  about 

three or four diff erent earthquakes and I felt what it ' s  

done, I have seen houses destroyed, I have seen the earth 

open up. I have seen massive destruction. I have a hard 

time believing that you can make a nuclear power plant safe, 

let alone go on and make another one that we al ready oppose 

here. 

I think what we should be thinking about is 

how to take care of the problems that we have al ready caused 
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and created instead o f  trying t o  go out and cr eate more. 

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFI CER : Order 31 on the l ist, Ron 

Green, Ron Green. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER :  Order 3 2 ,  Terry L.  Beemer, 

Terry Beemer .  

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Order 3 3 ,  Barge Levy . 

MR. TILLEY: I ' m  substi tut i ng .  

HEARING OFFICER : Fine. 

HARTIN TILLEY, 

appearing as a witness, test i f ied as fol lows : 

MR. TILLEY; Ma rtin Tilley ,  Route 1 ,  Hansen. 

It seems redundant to stand up her e and repeat 

the same facts about how is fool i sh and dangerous this SIS 

proposal is; however , we all know how important the DOE 

considers redundancy. 

(Appl ause. ) 

MR. TILLEY: I do not have a wife or chi l dren, 

but I do have a dog named Kl i nger.  Klinger is a beaut i f ul 

dog. He ' s  part Col l i e ,  part Shelty. Unfortunately, Kl inger 
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is not too smart. For exampl e ,  he l i kes to chase bi rds. He 

chases small bi rds i n  bushe s ,  he chases ducks and geese 

flying far overhead. l i ve even witnessed Klinger trying to 

catch spray planes on numerous ocaasions. 

Although Kl inge r i s  dumb enough to chase 

ai rplanes, he is smart enough to see SIS for what it really 

is, an immor al , l i fe-threatening government waste program 

that would be detrimental to our economy from start to 

f i ni sh. Kl inger concludes that the No Action Alternative i s  

t h �  only al ternativ e .  

Here i s  Kl inge r ' s  writ,  paw print . 

Through active pu rsut , Tw i n  Fal l s  has managed 

to bring a sizeabl e company named Trus Joist to community. 

With clean air and wate r ,  along with inexpensive electrical 

powe r ,  there is no reason why we can ' t  attract many more 

companies l i ke Trus Joist to our community and other 

commun ities i n  Idaho. Trus J oi st will empl oy more Idahoans 

within the com ing year than the SIS Project will,  since most 

of the SIS j obs will be filled by technicians from 

out-of-state. 

If th is insidious S IS proposal is implemented, 

our chances of attracting mor e companes like Trus Joist to 

the region will be greatly fr ustrated. There is another 

means in which Idaho ' s  economy would suffer from the word 

go. Mill ions of enl ightened people will look at Idaho as 
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yet another state whose people w e r e  will ing t o  commi t  global 

treason for a chance to lick the out side of a billion dol lar 

pork ba rrel . So much for Idaho ' s  image. Even i f  

plutonium-239 was a s  safe to process, shi p  and store a s  

vitamins, thousands o f  people will stop doing business with 

Idaho due to a moral conv iction alone. 

(Appl ause . ) 

MR. TILLEY : Incidentally, plutoni urn-239 is 

dangerous for up to ten hal f-liv e s  or a quarter of a mill ion 

years.  

When you bui l d  an artificial economy , you 

decrease your ability to build a true, steady growth 

economy. Once they get that hook in your mouth, it ' s  there 

to stay. And once dependent on this financial hook, people 

will be reluctant to vote for peace for fear that a pol icy 

change would threaten the i r  l iv e l i hood. Moral j udgment 

takes a back seat to j ob security time after time. 

The reason Idaho has not real i z ed slow, steady 

economic growth in recent years and why even that would seem 

inadequate is because we, the working class, are being 

robbed by defense contractors that, incidentally, do 

business with Eastern Block count ries as well as terrorist 

regimes. 

As for SIS, I vote for the No Action 

Al ternative. 
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Now the good pa rt.  I have come up with a few 

of the many possible proposal s 'which could be drawn up by a 

committe of Idaho citizens and submitted to the DOE for 

serious consideration as an alte rnative to SIS.  Si nce 

don ' t  turn in shoddy wor k ,  l i ke the DOE ' s  EIS,  I won ' t  

elaborate o n  any o f  my ideas at th is time. I woul dn ' t  want 

to have to put a di scl aimer on them. 

If implemented, a proposal such as mine would 

have an immedi ate and long-term positive impact on Idaho ' s  

image and economy and the hundreds of spin-off s  would 

benef it planet earth and her f ragile ecological balances as 

well as benefit all mank ind .  

The DO E  has grossly insul ted the intell igence 

of every Idaho citizen. They have even insulted my dog ' s  

intelligence. Besides that, they have trampled on the 

sacred tr ust of every American, if not all living things. 

There i s  only one way that the people of Idaho are going to 

forgive and forget. First,  the DOE ' s  office of Civ il ian 

Radioactive Waste Management needs to guarantee Idaho that 

every ounce of radioactive waste that is now stored at INEL 

will be removed f rom our state and stored properly in a 

saf e, stable place, Mars would do nicely. 

Second, the DOE must consider and act on a 

proposal drafted by Idaho ' s  most bril l i ant minds as an 

alternative to S I S .  Since t h e  DOE has demonstrated they 
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have nearly $1 bi l l ion they don ' t  know what t o  d o  with, I 

suggest the alternative program be implemented bef ore the 

year is out and at an over all budget of no less than 9 0 0  

mill ion the next t e n  years. The program should also be 

designed in such a way that l i ttle work force i s  needed from 

outside the state. Thi s  program, unlike most government 

funded programs, could be set up in such a way that it could 

continue operation after ten years as a self- funded 

insti tution. Boy , that would be rare. 

1 0  Let 1 s put Idaho ' s  best minds together and 
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draft a viable proposal to serve as an alternative to DOE ' s  

proposed S I S  facility. After a l l ,  SIS i s  dead. 

vote for no action. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: The written comments of 

Ma rtin Til ley from Hansen, Idaho, will be received i n  the 

record as Exhibit 786 . 

On to order 3 4 ,  Al i son Levin, Aliosn Lev i n .  

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Order 3 5 ,  Shirley Held. 

MR .  JOHNSON : Substi tute. 

HEARING OFFICER : All right. Substitut i ng for 

Shirley Hel d ,  s i r ?  

MR. JOHNSON : Yes ,  Johnson, Buh l ,  Idaho. 

Thank you, Mr. Chai rman. 
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AL B .  JOHNSON, 

appea r i ng as a witness, test i f ied as fol l ow s :  

MR. JOHNSON : I ' m  AI B. Johnson. 1 ive at 

Buhl , Idaho. have l ived at Buhl for 30 years. I am 

totally against this SIS. 

have been a farmer al l my l i fe .  We have a 

good, clean state, we have got clean ai r ,  clean water . 

would l ike to see it stay that way. 

In my opi nion, I believe that thi s  CQuld be 

detrimental to us.  And I believe that we, as people, should 

protect our state, our resource s ,  our aquifer f i rst , and 

then go f rom there. 

I appreciate your time. thank you. I tm not 

a speake r ,  but by the time get through with thi s  thi ng ,  I 

might be as I am running for State Representative. 

( Appl ause. ) 

MR. JOHNSON : from Twin Fal l s  County here, 

Seat D. So bear with me, we ' ll see what we can get done. 

If I get in Boise, you ' ll just have an old farmer there 

that -- I don ' t  have any degree i n  anything except 

agr i culture and j ust good common sense. 

Thank you. 

(Appl ause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Order number 3 6 ,  Michael 
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Ter r a ,  Michael Ter ra.  

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Barb Hel ler.  

MR .  ROWE :  Subst i t ute. 

HEARING OFFI CER: We ' l l have Mr.  Substi tute. 

CARL ROWE, 

appearing as a witness, test i f ied as fol l ow s :  

MR. RCWE: My name i s  Carl Rowe f rom Ketchum. 

HEAR ING OFFICER: Rowe? 

MR. ROWE: Rowe. 

HEARING OFFICER : Thank you . 

MR. ROWE :  What if a pound of dynamite were 

strapped to your back and the fuse was remotely connected to 

my car. If I have an accident, you bl ow up. Would you 

personally agree to be so intimately tied to my ski l l s  as a 

driver, however spotless my record? If you did so agree, 

I ' d  think you were crazy because it ' s  a crazy proposal . 

think that ' s  what you are ask i ng us to do here in Idaho with 

SIS. 

Why should I turn over to you my pe rsonal 

well-being and safety? Why would I ever wil l ingly give you 

that much power over me? I ' d  be crazy to do so . 

What if you offered to us toni ght, instead of 
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the S I S ,  a proposal t o  give 4 , 0 0 0  fam i l ies i n  Idaho a 

quarter of a mill ion dollars for their youngest child who 

would be Bold to wealthy Arabs. For your bill ion dol l ars 

4 , 0 0 0  famil ies would receive a l i fetime of wages and would 

contribute greatly to the state ' s  economy . 

I guess you ' d  agree that anyone who would even 

consider accept i ng such an offer was crazy. It ' s  a crazy 

proposa l .  It ' s  a nightma rish idea, appealing to human greed 

in a hideous way. 

The present idea to spend a bi l l ion dol l ars on 

the SIS which cont r i butes and di rectly -- which continues 

and di rectly contributes to the nightmarish idea of nuclear 

war and which threatens the l ivability of one of the most 

naturally blessed states in th i s  country, is,  to my mind, 

even more hideous than the child swap. This idea threatens 

not only the youngest child of 4 , 0 00 famil ies but every 

child of every family and thei r children in turn. If the 

risk of disaster does not come from the SIS plant itsel f,  

and I think it does carry such a risk ,  then it comes f rom 

what this plant produces, the very stuff of the nuclear 

nightmare. 

Why should we consent to such a deal ? We all 

should j eopardize our exist ence for 400 jobs? For 

technology? There is nothing that you can offer us that can 

make nuclear weapons less insane. There is nothing you can 

1 1 3  
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offer us that w e  need that w e  don ' t  al ready have i n  

abundance. 

thank you. 

We are offered j obs, money and death. No 

(Applause. ) 

MR. ROWE : If accept an insa ne idea, then 

I ' m  insane. Nucl ear war is insane and the SIS i s  part of 

i t .  I ' m  here tonight t o  say publ icly that I am not insane. 

Thi s  plant should not be bu i l t  anywhe re. It ' 5 crazy. Let 

Idaho send a message to the rest of our countrymen that we 

will not pa r t i ci pate. 

(Appl ause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Exhibi t 787 will be the 

written coments of Carl Rowe. 

We are now at order 3 8 ,  John A. Qual l s, J r . , 

John Qual l s .  

( No response . ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Order 3 9 ,  Connie Weiamul ler,  

Weismuller, Connie Weismull er.  

( No response . )  

BEARING OFFICER : Order 3 0 ,  Matt Hal l ,  Matt 

Ball . 

Order 4 1 ,  Scott Ch ristensen, Scott 

Ch ristensen. 

( No response . )  
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HEARING OFFICER : Order 4 2 ,  Lanny Simmons, 

J r . , Lanny Simmons, J r .  

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Order 43 , Donald G .  DePew, 

Donald DePew. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER:  Order 4 4 ,  Bruce McMurtrey, 

Bruce McMu rtrey. 

Putnam. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Order 4 5 ,  Ken Putnam, Ken 

( No response .. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Order 46 , Suresh Shiv--

MS. BROWN : Subst itute. 

HEARING OFFICER : All right . Thank you. 

CAROLYN BROWN, 

appe a r i ng as a witness, test i f ied as follows: 

MS. BROWN : My name i s  Carolyn Brown. I ' m  a 

resident of Ketchum, Box 344 . I have l ived in Ketchum for 

ten years, and I am opposed to the SIS because I feel that 

the r i sks far outweigh the benef its.  I am for the No Action 

Alternative. And I ' d  l i ke to tal k about some of these 

ri sks. 
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W e  know accidents can and d o  happen, w e  have 

heard about them. There are probably some that we haven ' t  

heard about. We are ri sking possible exposure t o  radiation 

if we allow this project to be compl eted. I have heard that 

these 7 0 0  jobs for seven years or so are j usti f i cation for 

the risks involved. I have also heard that we need more 

weapons-grade plutonium and that thi s  need also j ustif ies 

the risk.  What i s  the risk? 

By the way, I ' m  a mother. I work as a 9 1 1  

emergency di spatcher for the City o f  Ketchum and also the 

City of Sun Valley. I ' m  a volunteer fi refighter i n  the 

Ketchum Fire Depa r tment, and I ' m  an emergency technician 

with the Sun Valley Search and Rescue Uni t .  

I would l i ke t o  read a few pa rag raphs from a 

book here that is Prehospital Emerge ncy Care and C r i s i s  

16 Intervention, this is a book that the Emergency Medical 

17 Service uses to train emergency medical technicians i n  the 

1 8  State of Idaho. And I ' l l be reading out o f  the sect ion 

1 9  Radiation Emergencies. 

20 

2 1  

22 

23 

24 

25 

-None of your five senses can detect 

radiation. And exposure to large amounts of radiation is a 

relatively new danger as people are exposed to x-rays or to 

accidental contam ination from nuclear power plants and from 

radioactive transport vehicles. Radiation can have the 

fol l owing effects upon the body : Redness and swell ing of 
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the skin, itching, flaking ,  weeping, bl istering, ulceration 

of the sk i n, temporary or pe rmanent ' steril i zation, 

suppression of menust ration, reduction in sperm count, 

swelling and i nf l ammation of the lungs, obstruction of ' the 

ai rways, damage to the blood vessels and ai r sacks of the 

lungs , damage to the blood vessels throughout the body, 

cataracts, cance r ,  and geneti c damage. Immediate effects 

can incl ude na usea, vomiting, lowered plasma content, shock, 

dehyd ration, tremors, convulsions, drowsiness, l i stl essness 

and a high concentration of death. Cell damage to the body 

occurs with all kinds and amounts of radiation exposur e� . 

Th i s  is a di rect quote, 1 1 1 1 read this one again. ·Cell 

damage to the body occurs with all kinds and amounts of 

radiation exposure. During the f i rst: two days fol lowing 

exposure a sharp i ncrease in th e number of white blood cells 

Occurs.  The number of white blood cel l s  then decreases, 

reaching a below normal level.  As the number of white blood 

cel l s  decrease s ,  the body becomes extremely suscepti bl e  to 

infection. At the same time the white blood cell number is 

diminishing, the amount of platelets, the cel ls responsible 

for clotting the blood also decreases, introducing the 

possibil i ty for uncont roll ed bl eedi ng. Simul taneously the 

number of red blood cel l s  drops, leading to anemia.  

Long-range exposure to rad i ation or to l arge doses can 

result in leukemia. All cel l s  in the body are subject to 
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damage, depending upon the amount of radiation absorbed, the 

type of radiation and the body ( u nintel l igibl e )  -- causes 

d i sruption of the normal cell functions, scientists are now 

convinced that the cancer-causing abi l i ty of 

( unintel l igible) radiation i s  second only to death itsel f . -

These ri sks are not acceptable for me and for 

my children. 

I think we need to stop and ask a few 

questions. Does more of th i s  substance increase our 

national security? Do we need mor e  of thi s  substance? Does 

the refining and use of th i s  substance increase our quality 

of life? Are there alternatives? And for the 7 0 0  

short-term j obs, you a r e  risking thousands of tour i st and 

agriculture related j obs . It does n ' t  make sense to me. I ' m  

very much against i t .  

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

BEARING OFFICER : We are now at order number 

4 7 ,  Nancy Crossen. 

MS. DONART: Substi tuting. 

HEARING OFFICER : Okay. 

1 1 8  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 
P. O. Box 5 7 8 ,  Boise, ID 83701  

5 . 1 3 . 1 4 

4 . 1 5 . 1 

5 . 2 7 . 2 

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

13

15

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

14

24

25



co 
........ 
w 

5 

6 

1 . 1  

10 

1 1  

1 2  

5 . 2 7 . 6 .  1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

16 

1 7  

1 8  

6 . 3  1 9  

2 0  

2 1  

22 

23 

24 

2 5  

T 5 59 

SALL Y DONART , 

appea ring as a witness, testi f ied as fol l ow s :  

MS. DONART: My name is Sally Dona rt, and and 

I reside at 2 1 4  Cottonwood Lane in Ketchum. have been a 

resident in Idaho nearly 40 yea rs, 15 yea rs in Blaine 

county. I speak in opposition to the proposed Special 

Isotope Separator and suppo rt the no action option. 

I wish to thank the representatives of the 

Depar tment of Energy for extending the hearings so that we 

here tonight may be heard. 

Some propone nt s say this is an economic 

issue. I say yes, it is an economic issue, an example of 

bad economi cs.  Any Economics I class in college teaches 

that a healthy expa nding economy is fostered when products 

are produed whi ch, in turn, stimulate the production of 

additi onal goods and serv i ces. However ,  during the past 

seven years our na tional debt has skyrocketed, and much of 

that money has gone to develop frightfully expensive, yet 

unreliable weapon systems, weapons which when made then j ust 

sit, perhaps rust, certainly become obsolete, and then we 

are told we need an even more expensive system. 

Economically, each is a dead-ed proj ect . 

Some who were looking for votes from eastern 

Idaho to suppo rt this project say this SIS Project will 
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benefit the economy there. Wrong again. It only wil l  

create a nightma re o f  boom and bust, a strain o n  the 

infrastructure, at a time when new jobseekers will not only 

compete for j obs which the project may contract for locally, 

but for the jobs now held by residents in the area. New 

school s ,  roads, mass housing, social services will be 

needed, and for how long? Only seven years? And who will 

pay for these schools? Not the Department of Energy. Who 

wil l  pay for additional city and county services? Not the 

Depar tment of Energy. No wonder that, according to 

newspaper account s ,  nearly one- hal f of those testifying i n  

Idaho Fal l s  fel t compelled t o  chall enge th is project , even 

in their own backyard. 

5 . 2 7 . 1 0 

5 . 2 7 . 1 1 .  5 

And what benef it to the state ' s  revenue? None 

of the past practice is exampl e, for f i rms doing business 

with INEL currently pay no Idaho sales tax on that 

business. It would behoove the Governor and the legislature 

to repeal that exemption before tel l i ng us that the SIS 

would help Idaho revenues. 

If SIS is bad economics, it ' s  even worse when 

viewed f rom mi l i tary need. Those of you who may have been 

here Monday night heard Richard Meyer ' s  excellent 

demonstration of this poi nt. Al ready we have enough nuclear 

bombs to wipe out all l ife on earth over and over and over 

again. In fact , we al ready have enough bombs to wipe out 
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all l i f e  on Monday, and then again o n  Tuesday, and on 

Wednesday, and again on Thursday, and once more on Friday. 

And then, as you know, it wouldn ' t  matter really if we had 

to send out more missiles, we even could send out more 

missiles because after Monday , there wouldn ' t  be anyone 

alive to launch them. 

become very angry when I think of all the 

potential housing ,  education, nutrition programs, 

env i ronmental clean-up, job training ,  support for new 

bus i nesses locked up in those bombs al ready Sitting there. 

(Applause. ) 

MS . DONART: And j ust when missile reducti ons 

are planned, we are asked to th row a bi l l ion dol l ars at a 

dead horse or,  should I say, a po r k  barrel . 

When in the Bay area recently I heard a 

d i scussion on the radio on how this nation might warn future 

generations away from existing atomic dumps during the 

lifetime of the radioactive mate r i al ; that is, 25 ,000  

years. At Easter time we can barely think 2 , 000 yea rs 

back. 

Bow do we face the responsibi l i ty of 

protecting people from inadvertent contamination and deaths, 

the contamination we j us t  heard about, for a period i n  the 

future that i s  far longer than we have known and recorded 

history? There i s  no fence, no sign that lasts that long. 
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There i s  not a singl e government that exists that long to 

make protective loss to send out guards to enforce those 

law s .  

Perhaps, a s  the di scussion on t h e  radio which 

I heard, the only way to protect these future l ives i s  to 

start a publ ic legend, a myth to be told by pa rents to thei r 

chil dren through the generations and generations about 

staying away from that part of the earth. And we are being 

asked to support,  adding to the mass and adding to the 

intenSity of thi s  death producing waste? Incredible. 

In manufacturing, it i s  wise to produce your 

product either near the source of your raw materials or near 

the point of ut i l i zation. In regard to the SIS,  Idaho is 

neither close to Banford, Washington, the source of our ,  

quote, raw materials o r  close t o  Rocky Flats, Colorado, 

where the pl utonium i s  ask scheduled to be made into bombs. 

So I ask the Depa rtment of Energy, is this SIS 

proposal the f i rst step i n  t r ansferring the aging Rocky 

Flats operation to the INEL site, away from a metropolitan 

from w,hich vocal protests repeatedly come? 

My husband , who would love to have been here 

tonight but can ' t  because of i l l ness, and I j o i n  OUr voices 

with those who say no to SIS here in Idaho or anywhere el se. 

( Appl ause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : The written comments of 
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Sally Donart will be marked a s  Exhibit No. 7 8 8  for the 

record. 

Mov ing on to order 4 8 ,  Anne Pemberton, Anne 

Pemberton. 

(No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER :  49 , Doyle Wood, Doyle Wood. 

(No response. )  

HEARING OFFICER : Ginna Lagergren. 

MR. ANTHONY: Subst itute. 

GEORGE ANTHONY, 

appearing as a witness, testified as follows :  

MR. ANTHONY: My  name is George Anthony , I 

l ive at Route 2 ,  Filer , Idaho. 

And I was going to wear what I call my 

Gorbachev suit tonight, but I thought nobody would recognize 

me. 

When I was over in Moscow, one of the things 

that I was informed was that the Soviet scientists and 

engineers had undergone a toughening expe rience as a result 

of the Chernobyl incident. And to the extent that they 

actually had expressed, somewhat plaintively, for world 

assistance, world experience in handling the situation and 

in follow-ups, I would hope perhaps that thi s  experience is 
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have a master ' s  degree in physics, and I 

wrote my thesi s on uranium graphite critical ity 

measurements, various versions of certain type of reactors. 

I worked at the Hanford Atomic  Products Operation, and among 

the things was the area of physicists at the F-reactor which 

was the newest plutonium and tritium product ion reactor at 

the time. Among the numerous things that I did, I 

calculated, for example, the various conf igurations and, 

more specifically, highly ideal ized calculations of 

plutonium mixed with various moderators, including hydrogen, 

and I ' ll get back to that. 

Another phycicist and I prepared the 

determination on the product ion of neptunium-238 in the 

production reactors there, which I ' m  sure the Department of 

Energy representatives recognize as the basis for the only 

truly successful nuclear space power that has been developed 

by the United States. 

We also went through the process of 

i r radiating tagum pellets. I doubt that anybody here has 

ever even heard of that. But the tagum pellet was for the 

purpose of setting up a, believe it or not, a cor r idor 

across the 38th Parallel in Korea so that if the communi sts 

dared cross the l ine, they would get themselves burned ·to 

death . That ' s  a fact . They never tried it, never got that 
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far. 

Subsequent to that, I spent three years 

developing the system preliminary design for the SNAP-8 

nuclear space power system . The reason I bring that up i s  

because the nuclear reactOr for that was a metallic, i t  had 

a metallic core, a hydrited tritium core, one with real 

small size and relatively small weight and a small amount of 

uranium-235 for cri ticality, and I ' ll come back to that 

again.  As I vaguely recal l ,  it was along the order of a 

cubic foot or 60 in size, maybe a l ittle larger than that. 

So when I read in thi s  Envi ronmental Impact 

Statement of the glove box deSign, if we want to loosely 

call it that, in which plutoni um that is collected, is  

reacted with hydrogen, forming hydrited plutonium, which 

later is spilled off into a container  and collected. And 

then I recall from my calculations of several decades ago, 

that under idealized calculations, admittedly, hydrogen and 

plutonium, in the right concentration, that it only takes 

7 46 grams of plutonium to achieve a criti cal mass .  And here 

in this operation they are claiming they are going to have 

three kilograms at risk at any one time in the processing. 

Then I begin to question the deSign in the fi rst place. 

So anyway , I looked fUrther through, gleaning 

some of aspects of the deSign, and thei r equipment is what 

they call criti cality grade, that means that there ' s  going 
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to be loose water in there, that ' s  more hydrogen, right? 

When I said the 7 46 grams of plutonium was SUfficient for 

criticality, that ' s  what ' s  called an untamped sphere, all 

that means is  a neutron escapes f rom the surface, it never 

gets back to it. If you have got water around, you are 

gOing to reflect neutrons back i nto whatever , in all 

di rections, of Course. 

The plutonium proceSSing building itself has a 

cool ing water system for heat removal from the glove box. 

And for shielding against the spontaneous emission of 

neutrons f rom thi s  conglomeration of plutonium isotopes, 

they are using hydrogenous material .  So when you look at 

the basi s  of the calculations, here is what I f ind :  It ' s  

designed i n  accordance with the DOE Order 5480 .395 and 

DOE-Idaho Order 5480 . 1 ;  i n  other words, it ' s  a handbook 

calculation, and you can ' t  use handbook calculations on this 

kind of deSign and -- woops, red light, so -_ 

A VOICE : Keep talking. 

(Voices. ) 

MR. ANTHONY: Thank you. 

HEARING OFFICER : Quiet from the audience, 

please, let him finish .  

MR. ANTHONY : So I suggest that the -- to  wrap 

this thing up -- that the Env i ronmental Impact Statement is  

grossly incomplete and no  facil ity should be based on such 
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elementary notions of how you handle critical material . 

Thank you. 

( Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Order number � l ,  Thomas R.  

Beez ley .  

MR .  CHISHOLM: Substitute. I ' m  Bill Chisholm, 

but I ' m  representing Walt Coiner. 

HEARING OFFICER : All right. Go ahead. 

BILL CHISHOLM, 

appearing as a witness, testif ied as follows: 

MR .  CHISBOLM: Okay. Walt  Coiner ' s  address is 

Route 1 ,  Kimberly, Idaho. 

This is a letter from him to Clay Nichols. 

·Please reject the DEIS document on the SIS 

Project at the INEL near Idaho Falls,  Idaho. I request this 

from you on the grounds that the site itself lies upon an 

area that is too envi ronmental ly fragile and geologically 

unstable for the handl ing, separating and transporting of 

DOE-owned plutonium. 

-As a sixth generation southern Idaho farmer, 

I ' m  quite concerned about the precautions that are to be 

taken at the SIS project to insure that my underground water 

and the ecosystem above remain clean and pure for the next 
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s i x  generations. 

-As a member of the millions of people who 

support the eventual el imination of nuclear weapons, I hope 

yOll will support the fourth alternative from your abstract, 

no action, or not constructing and operating the SIS 

project. -

( Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Exhibit No. 789 in the 

record will be the w ritten comments of Walt Coiner of Route 

1, Kimberly, Idaho. 

We ' ll move to orde r 52 on the commentors list 

this evening, Joann Levy, Joann Levy. 

( No response . )  

BEARING OFFICER: Order 53 , Victor B.  

Braegger ,  Victor Braegger .  

( No response . )  

HEARING" OFFICER: Number 5 4 ,  Charles Pace. 

CHARLES PACE , 

appearing as a witness, testi f ied as follows : 

MR. PACE : want to thank the DOE for 

providing this opportunity to testify. I would have 

preferred to have been able to attend a hearing in the 

Pocatel lo area, but that ' s  -- I do want to express my 
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gratitude. 

My name is Cha rles Pace . I ' m  the Di rector of 

Economic Analysis for the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, and am 

representing the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes here tonight. 

I talked briefly with the Chai rman of the Fort 

Hall Business Council , Marvin Osborn, and I would like to 

summarize his con�erns and the concerns of the T:ibes and at 

the same time 

HEARING OFFICER: Mr. Pace, if you are 

representing the Tribe, we ' ll go ahead -- our rules allow 

you ten minutes to comment. 

MR. PACE : That ' s  fine .  I think my summary 

may take less than that. 

HEARING OFFICER : Thank you. 

MR .  PACE : But am -- do want to point out 

that I am going to summarize here the Tribes ' concerns, and 

a letter will be forthcoming to Mr . Nichols f rom 

Mr.  Osborn. 

The Tribes ' basic poSition is that they feel 

they should be involved on a government-to-government 

relationship with the Department of Energy in consideration 

of this  project. And I would l ike to state for the record 

that the Department of Energy has initiated a dialogue with 

the Tribes, and the Tr ibes do appreCiate that and hope that 

that effort will continue. 
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Ther e ' s  two areas of concern that Mr. Osborn 

asked me to express. One is the safety and protection of 

the Tribes '  homeland. As you may know, the Fort Bridger 

Treaty, if you ' d  look at the legal status of the Tribes, the 

Fort Bridger Treaty of 1868 secured the Fort Ball Indian 

Reservation in southeastern Idaho as a permanent tribal 

homeland. In addition, Article IV of the Treaty guaranteed 

the continuation of a broad array of use .rights on lands 

outside the Fort Ball Indian Reservation, including all of 

the Lost River country and i ndeed all the unoccupied l ands 

in the United States. 

The Shoshone-Bannock Tribes collectively 

compri se a single federally recognized Indian tribe. The 

governing body of the Fort Ball Business Council is duly 

recognized by the Secretary of the Interior and obligated to 

protect the individual and communal interests of tribal 

members,  the successes and interests of the Indian 

signatories to the Treaty that I mentioned before, the Fort 

Bridger Treaty of July 3, 1868 . 

By vi rtue of Article IV the Tribes expressly 

reserve the right to hunt, f ish ,  gather natural resources, 

for subsistence and cultural purposes, and for purposes of 

engaging in commerce on unoccupied lands in the United 

States. The Tribes are concerned that the extreme danger of 

contamination of ai r, land and water posed by the transport 
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of plutonium in  and out of INEL and the SIS Proj ect in 

particular, but the Department of Energy activities at INEL 

in general do pose a substantial risk to the continuation of 

the Tribes '  existence. 

And when you are looking at the creation and 

protection of a pe rmanent homeland, you have to take what 

Professor Wilkenson at the University of Colorado has coined 

a deep time approach, looking far into the futUre hundreds 

of years and attempting to analyze and assert how tribal 

interests will be affected. 

So an interest in a formal framework is 

required with a formal and expl icit treatment of associated 

uncertainties and risks. And of the various concerns that 

the Tribes have, my impression is that the protection of the 

permanent homeland comes f i rst. 

(Applause . ) 

MR. PACE : I would l i ke to point out the 

Tribes have not yet taken a poSition for or against the SIS, 

so your applause may be premature. They believe that more 

information is requi red. 

But on the second area of vital concern  to the 

Tribes is the issue of economic development. And we believe 

there are two keys there, two key concerns. The fi rst one 

is the notion of technology tr ansfer ,  and there are two 

basic linkages there. The fi rst one is from Lawrence 
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Livermore to  INEL, and then from INEL to  Idaho ' s  world. And 

the Tribes are somewhat disturbed by the asymmetry in the 

allocation of resources to effect the transfer f rom Lawrence 

Livermore to INEL as opposed to the transfer from INEL to 

Idaho. Our understanding is that there are roughly two 

dozen individuals trained at Lawrence Livermore to effect 

the fi rst leg of the transfer and that the effort to effect 

the second part of the transfer is conf ined to an individual 

working part time at Idaho State University . 

The second conce rn that we have in terms of 

economic development is the revenue services. The 

production exemption was mentioned before, but Idaho is a 

very poor state and the potential for j obs associated with 

thi s project shOUld be carefully looked at, taking into 

consideration things such as the exemption on cont racting 

and research. 

The Tribes also would be very interested in 

partiCipating i n  the services that would be provided i f  the 

INEL is actually selected as the preferred site and the SIS 

goes forward. At the same time, Mr. Osborn asked me to 

question and state for the record that the Tribes are very 

concerned about what kind of assurances they have in the 

area of protection of private homeland and, should the SIS 

Proj ect go forward, the participation of the Tribes in Idaho 

and the region and the economic -- and the economic impacts 
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that are beneficial . 

In terms of the D�aft Envi ronmental Impact 

Statement, as I said before, the Tribes feel that DOE is  

compelled to take a hard look at the  potential for  impacts 

on the Tribes '  permanent homeland and the potential for 

economic development. We believe that the Draft 

Envi ronmental Impact Statement fails in a number of areas to 

comply with the National Env i ronmental Policy Act of 196 9 ,  

NEPA. 

The linch pi n of NEPA is the preparation of an 

adequate EIS evidencing that the affected federal agency has 

taken, quote, a hard ' l ook at the envi ronmental consequences 

of the proposed action.  Acco rdingly, the EIS must attempt 

to identify and discuss all foreseeable envi ronmental 

consequences .  This principle  was establ ished in Warm 

Springs Dam Force -- Warm Spr ings Dam Task Force versus 

Grittle. And that identif ication and discussion of all 

foreseeable env i ronmental impacts, consequences ,  must be 

sufficient so that federal agencies are fully aware of 

present and future environmental impacts of thei r decision. 

It also must be sufficiently comprehensive in detail so that 

other off icials, Congress and the publ ic can evaluate the 

env ironmental consequences independently. 

We do not feel that the Draft Envi ronmental 

Impact Statement embodies a hard look at probable impacts on 
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the 1868  Treaty rights; rather,  it overlooks such rights 

entirely. So we believe that there ' s  a need to clar ify, 

amend, revise and augment the Draft Envi ronmental Impact 

Statement and that this is a Treaty imposed duty upon the 

Department of Energy, buttressed and supported by NEPA and 

other env i ronmental laws. 

As I said before, the Tribes do not oppose or 

support, at th is  time, the project. It has received a 

cautious reception at Fort Hal l ,  and think a consensus is  

emerging that we need more  information and that we  should 

move very carefully. The Tr ibes ' intent here is not to 

delay the project but that DOE must understand that this  is 

the Tribes ' permanent homeland ; and whereas, other people 

can move, even move away, the Tribes cannot do that . 

So the permanent homeland, protection of the 

safety of the permanent homeland, promotion of tr ibal 

interests, requi res the continuing government-to-government 

relationship between the Tribes  and DOE. This  is  

particularly important in  monitoring and evaluation. There 

must be a sustained commitment on the part of DOE to include 

the Tribes on a government-to-government basis in monitoring 

and evaluating this project. 

That ' s  the extent of my comments.  Thank you. 

HEARING OFFICER : Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 
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HEARING OFFICER: We  are now a t  order number 

55,  Marge Chupa . 

MARGE CHUPA, 

appearing as a witness, testif ied as follows: 

MS. CHUPA : I appreciate the opportunity to 

present my testimony. 

understood this afternoon, when I was told 

by somebody who has gone through these kinds of things 

before, that any emotional testimony will simply be set 

aside and not considered ; the only thing that l s  of interest 

to the decisionmakers will be that testimony which indicates 

that there might possibly be some liability involved. 

Something that somebody can sue somebody for . Of course, 

that ' s  the ways we operate, so I guess there may be 

something to that. 

I ' m  actually feel ing a little sorry for the 

people whose l ives are involved with death and destruction, 

whose mortgages are involved, whose children ' s  careers and 

colleges are involved, whose bi lls  are involved, and they 

are more or less between a rock and a hard place if they 

have any conscience at all about what they are doing. Many 

of us are able to deny what ' s  going on and continue on that 

way, but we pay a price for that emotionally, physically, 
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mentally, at some l evel , and i t ' s  a very, very serious place 

to be, and I speak f rom experience. 

I ' m  a reti red R . N. left the medical 

profession when I found that what was doing was 

destructive to women and thei r babies, so I walked away from 

that profeSSion, when I tried for many years to mediate, 

moderate, educate and nothing worked, so I left. The women 

themselves have taken over and changed that themselves. 

They are taking ca re of thei r bodies and they are taking 

care of thei r babies. 

Being between a rock and a hard place i s  not 

as dangerous as you think it is .  It  is possible to  walk 

away, and it doesn ' t  destroy your life.  It didn ' t  destroy 

mine . We took an economic plunge in our family, and my poor 

kids had to work thei r way through college, and three of 

them have done that. And I have thei r admiration and 

respect and love, and I don ' t  think that any amount of money 

I could have earned could have bought that. 

I don ' t  think any of us should j ust vent here 

at these hearings. Venting sometimes lets off the pressure 

and you can go home and feel good about yoursel f ,  you have 

done your deed and now you can go take a rest . think what 

we need to do is just get started here, and I think the 

mothers need to get together .  I n  my time the mothers fought 

against the Korean War and we got our guys home. And we 
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fought, with our guys, against the Viet Nam War. And it 

looks l ike the boys are out of order again. 

(Applause. ) 

MS. CHUPA : I was told not to use motherhood 

as an argument against the SIS.  I am using motherhood 

against the SIS.  I suggest that we all get together with 

the guys that have a conscience about this  and we go for it 

and we take care of those boys in Boise and the ones in 

Washington, D.C. 

(Applause . )  

MS. CHUPA: Representative Bustamonte of 

Texas, who is a member of the Bouse Armed Services 

Committee, wants the one bill ion dollar laser driven 

facility killed. He plans to int roduce a bill in the House 

Armed Services Committee thi s  week, there ' s  a place we can 

get our word out to. He wants that money for Texas for the 

Air  Force, let him have it .  

Mr. Stallings, who I understand is  a bright, 

shining star,  a political star ,  I understand, he states he 

bel ieves the majority of Idaho citizens support the SIS and 

want it built  in Idaho. -During my testimony at the Idaho 

Falls hearing, I stressed that the INEL has a good publ ic 

safety and env i ronmental protection record. have been 

convinced that there are no signif icant publ ic health risks, 

env ironmental impacts, transportation problems or safety 
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concerns associated with the project . -

Let ' s  go, mothers, we have wor k  to do. 

Thank you. 

(Applause . )  

5 HEARING OFFICER: We need to get your name and 

6 address for the record. 

MS. CBUPA : Marge Chupa, 1 860 Falls Avenue 

8 East. 

(Applause . ) 

10 HEARING OFFICER : Next is witness number 56 , 

11  Lar ry Connor ,  Mr . Larry Connor .  

12 ( No response . )  

13 HEARING OFFICER : Order number 57 , John A. 

14 Wodskow, John A. Wodskow. 

15 ( No response . )  

16 HEARING OFFICER : Order 58, Steve Luber, Mr. 

17 Steve Luber .  

1 8  DR. RICKARDS : Substituting.  

19  BEARING OFFICER : I ' m  sor ry? 

20 DR. RICKARDS : S ubstituting.  

21 HEARING OFFICER : All right. 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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DR. PETER RICKARDS , 

appearing as a witness, testi f ied as follows :  

DR. RICKARDS : Hi  everybody . My name is  

Dr.  Peter Rickards, and I run  the  Twin Falls Foot Cl inic, 

and this is my son, Tysun, and he ' s  three years old. 

As a health practitioner ,  I'm j ust stunned 

that we are still tal king about this, after Chernobyl and 

Three Mile  Island, the question has got to be how much 

stupid are we, and I guess the answer has got to be pretty 

stupid. And it ' s  not that I am against nuclear weapons, I 

think they have done a lot, at least since they are present, 

we are still fighting l ike mad, but we haven ' t  blown off the 

surface of the earth, so I ' m  not for the elimination of 

nuclear weapons. But when we can blow up the surface of the 

earth ten times over ,  I th ink we can consider the job 

covered. 

As I see it, politicians are a lot like 

prostitutes. Sure, prostitutes charge less. 

(Applause . ) 

DR. RICKARDS : But they do both have di seases 

that can kill ' ya .  

(Applause. ) 

DR. RICKARDS : I t ' s  j ust pol iticians can kill 

more people.  
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It ' s  pol iticians that are political 

prostitutes in the sense they seek economic pleasure as 

their  greatest source of pleasure, and they are willing to 

do anything for a little economic spurt. 

So we are here today to talk about Senator 

McClure ' s  love child, the SIS Proj ect. (unintelligible )  

When they ask you  to  bend over on  this, they don ' t  have a 

condom big enough to make SIS safe.  

(Applause. ) 

DR. RICKARDS : would like to tal k di rectly 

to the folks here who are going to be part of the 

decisionmaking process in DOE. It really occurs to me that 

when it ' s  come down to this point ,  there ' s  going to be a few 

people in the DOE that may have veto power ,  and we are all 

going to try and shout loud enough to get him use it, but 

cal I on Governor Andrus to make an all-out assault on the 

SIS Project by offering a job to anybody in the DOE who ' s  

going to stand up with the moral fortitude to say no. 

(Applause. ) 

DR. RICKARDS : Because for sure, when the 

whitewash comes down, anybody who stands up and says no in 

the DOE will lose thei r job and, like most people, we have 

famil ies to look after. And that ' s  why I am serious when 

calI on Goveror Andrus to do that because we have to do 

something for someone who is going to save Idaho for us. We 
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have the best state in the union but every state and every 

country must stand up and say no. And I ' m  asking you, don ' t  

bend over on this .  Enough i s  enough. 

We j ust want to say we love ' yaw Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Order number 5 9 ,  Tommy V. 

Race, Tommy V. Race. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER: Order 50 ,  Jerry B .  Goodwin, 

Jerry B.  Goodwin. 

( No response. )  

HEARING OFFICER : Order 6 1 ,  Anne E. McNevin, 

testif ied be earlier  today. 

Order 6 2 .  Karen Jean Simpson, Karen Jean 

�impson. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Order 6 3 ,  Margaret Blai r,  

Margaret Blai r .  

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER: Order 6 4 ,  Charles Putnam, 

Charles Putnam. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : John Heinr ich, John 

Heinr ich. 

( No response . )  
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HEARING OFFICER: Order 6 6 ,  Charon 

Vanderateen. 

( No response. )  

HEARING OFFICER : Dr . Peter Rickards ' written 

comments will be submitted for the record as Exhibit No. 

7 90 .  

Order 6 6 ,  Charon Vandersteen. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER: Order 6 7 ,  Linda Anderson. 

10 ( No response . )  

11 HEARING OFFICER : Order 6 8 ,  Marc Oliver ,  Marc 

12 01 iver . 

13 ( No response . )  

14 BEARING OFFICER : Order 6 9 ,  Michael N. Lott, 

15 Michael Lott. 

16 ( No response . )  

17 HEAR ING OFFICER : Order 7 0 ,  Pam Reynoso, Pam 

18 Reynoso. 

19 ( No response. )  

20 HEARING OFFICER: 0 �der  7 1 ,  Ralph Litzsinger, 

21 L-i-t-z-s-i-n-g-e- r .  

22 ( No response. )  

23 HEAR ING OFFICER : Order 72 ,  Darrel Brown. 

24 ( No response. )  

25 HEARING OFFICER : Order 7 3 ,  Ruth Maxwell ,  Ruth 
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Maxwell .  

( No response. )  

HEARING OFFICER : Order 7 4 ,  Cl ifford M. 

H&mmond, Cl ifford M. Hammond. 

Dorian Crow. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Order 75 , Dor ian Crow, 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Buzz Short, Buzz Short.  

( No response. )  

BEARING OFFICER : Order 77 , Jock Bell,  

testif ied earl ier today. 

Order 7 8 ,  Craig Caz ier, Craig Caz ier.  

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Order 7 9  Steve Bezdeka, 

Bezdeka, Steve Bezdeka. 

( No response. ) 

BEARING OFFICER : Order 80 , AI Chr istensen, Al 

Chri stensen. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Order 8 1 ,  Richard Boward, 

Richard Boward. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Order 82,  Brian Barber, 

Brian Barber. 
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( No response. )  

HEARING OFFICER : Tom Gabrinetti spoke ea rlier 

evening. 

Orde r 8 4 ,  Will Small .  

MR .  SMALL : I testified earl ier.  

HEARING OFFICER : Oh, r 'm sorry, Will,  excuse 

me . Do you have anything else to say? 

Darrell Long, Da r rell Long. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Order 86 , Phil Hoene. 

PBIL BOENE, 

appearing as a witness, testi fied as follows :  

Hail  ey, Idaho. 

MR. HOENE : My name is Phil Hoene. I l ive i n  

I ' m  against the const ruction o f  the Special 

Isotope Sepa rator Proj ect in Idaho or anywhere else. The 

Department of Energy ' s  Draft Env i ronmental Impact Statement 

20 does not adequately portray the need for more weapon-grade 

21 plutonium. Many high-ranking government off icials are now 

22 saying we have too many warheads and too much weapon-grade 

plutonium. President Reagan, a president that has prided 

24 himself i n  rebu ilding ou r mil itary strength, has recently 

23 

25 negotiated the INF treaty and is presently planning a treaty 
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Many high-ranking government officials are now

saying we have too many warheads and too much weapon-grade

President Reagan, a president that has prided

himself in rebuilding our military strength, has recently
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that would reduce our strategic forces by 50 percent. The 

result of these treaties would be the availability of many 

tons of weapon-grade plutonium. 

You will pardon me if I am a bit confused. 

But in one ear I hear a Republ ican president admitting there 

are too many warheads and too much weapon-grade pl utonium, 

and in the other ear I hear Idaho ' s  two ranking Democrats, 

Governor Cecil Andrus and Representative Richard Stal l ings, 

vOicing support for the SIS Proj ect because of OUr nation ' s  

desperate need for more weapon-grade plutonium. Thi s  is 

quite a turn-around. So much so that it begins to sound a 

little fishy or, more accurately, a lot like pork. 

With 25 ,000  nuclear warheads at our di sposal, 

we could more than adequately dest roy any conceivable enemy ; 

unfortunately, destroying ourselves in the process. In my 

opinion, the greatest nuclear threat to the United States 

today is  an accident at a nuclear factory or a nuclear spill 

on our highways. 

I respectfully suggest to Mr. Andrus, 

Mr. Stall ings and the DOE that what this country desperately 

needs is for someone to find the lid to this  pork barrel and 

slam it down tightly . 

I f eel the real threat to Idahoans, thei r 

children and thei r children ' s  children is not a shortage of 

weapon-grade plutonium and not a declining economy because 
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of the lack of governmental proj ects, but a failing economy 

due to Our political leader s '  casual disregard are for 

deficit  spending. The use it or lose it philosophy of 

government spend ing, which is what the SIS Proj ect 

represents, in my opinion, is the greatest threat to Idaho 

and the United States today. 

I respectfully implore you to turn down this 

wasteful ,  unneeded and dangerous proj ect for Idaho or 

anywhere else. 

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Exhibit 791 for the record 

will Phil Hoene of Hailey, Idaho. 

We' ll more to order 87 ,  Michael L .  Stapleman, 

Michael Stapleman. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER: GArry M. Nielsen. 

GARRY M. NIELSEN, 

appearing as a witness, testif ied as follows :  

MR .  NIELSEN : I ' d  l ike to  present my testimony 

to the Department of Energy concerning the placement of the 

Special Isotope Separator plant at the Idaho Nuclear 

Engineering Laboratory located in Idaho. 
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First, I ' d  l ike to thank the DOE for holding 

these hearings and for allowing me to present my testimony. 

I would l ike to make it known that I am a resident of the 

State of Idaho, l iv ing south of Hansen, Idaho. 

When we talk about the enviornmental impact of 

thi s proposed plutonium processing plant, we need to look 

further than j ust the local impact. I refer to the product 

and its ultimate purpose and use. Envi ronment is  the 

immediate life sustaining requi rements and any far-reaching 

effects on the life support requi rements of life in  general 

or specific.  Therefore, the effect of the end product must 

be considered when looking at the env i ronmental impact . The 

end product of this  plant is nuclear incinerary devices or 

simply put, bombs. 

Now, a nuclear bomb has but one purpose and 

that is to destroy life. Not j ust human or enemy life, but 

all forms of life.  When the true envi ronmental impact is  

considered, then any one of  any reasonable intell igence can 

only say that thi s  proj ect is  env i ronmentally unsafe and 

should not be continued. 

I believe that it is  prudent to look at the 

nature and attitude of the div ision of government that will 

be the guilding force behind this proj ect . In this case the 

cont rolling force is the Armed Forces of the United States 

of America.  
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It is  sad but true that the mil itary does not 

have a very good track reco rd when it comes to projects of 

this nature. In the early 1950s above-ground nuclear tests 

were conducted in Nevada. The result was radiation 

poisoning of civilians in southern Utah. 

Now, mistakes can be made ; but when an error 

is  made, it should be corrected as best as possible. The 

mil itary did not cor rect thei r mistake i n  Utah, i nstead they 

openly denied it,  and it took years of i nvestigationas and 

countless lawsuits to make the military tell us the truth 

about this .  Only recently through the court system the 

people of southern Utah were told to go to hell because the 

Army doesn ' t  have to pay you a thing for killing you and 

your loved ones. One can only wonder if we will ever get 

the full story on this incident. 

If thi s  was the only breach of honesty from 

our defense department, we might overlook it,  but it is not. 

In Skull Valley, Utah, in  the 1970s the Army released deadly 

nerve gas and told no one. It may have been only luck that 

a flock of sheep were killed, but the point is that it took 

years of investigations and more lawsuits to get to the 

truth. Once more, the milita ry has been proven to lie .  

JUst recently declassified documents revealed 

that the mil itary released highly radioactive gases form 

thei r plant in Hanford, Washington. This was not an 

148  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 
P .O. Box 57 8 ,  Boi se ,  10 83701 

3 . 2 . 1 1 

3 . 2 . 23 

3 . 2 . 1 1  

3 . 2 . 8  

1

2

3

4

6

7

8

9

1

2

4

5

7

8

9



co 
N 
CO 

1 

3 . 2 . 1 1  5 

1 0  

11 

12 

13 

1 4  

1 5  

16 

17 

18 

1 9  

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4  

2 5  

accident but a deliberate release to  study the effects o f  

such a gas release. Even in the face of needed research, 

human life must be considered. This  is  but another example 

of the mil itary not telling anyone of the danger that they 

are being placed in .  

The United States, while under the leadership 

of Presidents Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, Ford and Ca rter was 

revered and respected as not only the world leader in space 

exploration but as the leader in safety. This held true 

until Ronald Reagan. Then the mil itary became heavily 

involved in our space program. Under the pressure and 

careless leadership of t.he mil itary, the space program 

became a war tool . We all know too well the despicable 

results of the Challenger shuttle and its crew when the 

mil itary push was on. Now thanks to our military, we 

virtually have no space program. 

The point that I am getting to is tpat the 

milita ry will lie, if necessa ry, to cover up its activities. 

When t�e military becomes involved with the scientitic 

community, it only leads to ruination of scientific  

research. It will also conduct deadly and highly illegal 

activities and not tell anyone. Now, I ask you this, can we 

even trust our own government when the consequences are 

death? 

Let me get back to the plant itself.  The 
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worst atrocity man haa ever imposed upon his fellow man was 

the gas chambers of Naz i Germany . This is looked upon by 

historians as so hor r ible  that it cannot even be 

comprehended by some people. It has been vowed that this 

type of atrocity will never be allowed to ever exist again 

anywhere in the world.  Well ,  folks, hold onto your hats 

because all the Jews killed in Germany, added to all the men 

killed in World War II ,  added to all the people ever ki l led 

in all the wars of mankind, added to all the murders of 

peopl e will not equal the number of people that one of these 

bombs can kill .  Now , I ask you,  is this  what you want built 

anywhere? 

The combined nuclear destruction capabi lity of 

the nuclear bombs now in the world is  enough to destroy all 

forms of life on not j ust the planet earth but 140 such 

planets. Why do we even think of making more? 

When we think of the environmental impact, we 

must consider the waste products. Can we go on forever 

producing more radioactive waste? We have no safe place to 

store any of thi s  waste now, let alone create more. 

Remember, these products will be with this  planet for 

hundreds of years.  

I ask you, what will your children or 

great-grandchildren read in thei r history books about the 

nuclear war called World War I I I ?  Well ,  you don ' t  need to 
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wonder because there will be no history books to read. 

There will be no one to read them, if there were any, and 

there will be no one to write the history of nuclear 

insanity. There will be only a charred, blackened globe 

dr ifting endlessly in space for time and eternity, so 

poisonous and radiactive that no form of life known to uS 

could possibly surv ive.. Is this what you want? 

If you can but imagine for j ust a moment this 

cinder devoid of life, then you can picture the monument to 

the Reagan administ ration and its i nsane nuclear arms 

build-up. 

If we are to look at the impact of this  plant, 

then we must look at the need for it. At the present time, 

we are looking at removing 500 nuclear missiles from Europe . 

What are we going to do with the plutonium in these? If we 

are to continue the course of nuclear di sa rmament in future 

treaties, then why do we need to spend a bill ion dollars to 

build a plant we are trying to tal k ourselves out of? 

A more sane and humane project would be to 

build a plant that might dispose of these nuclear warheads. 

If we were to do that, then in our treaties we could bring 

Russia ' s  bombs here and jOintly di spose of them, then there 

could be no cheating on treaties by either side. 

We are being told of the multitude of safety 

factors being planned into this plant. We are being told of 
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the simpl icity of its operation. I ask you, why can ' t  it be 

put into downtown Boston or Los Angeles? The answer is  

simple. It is  deadly and dangerous and would be a prime 

target in case of a nuclear attack. This, I Bubmit, is the 

real reason they want to put it in the middle of a desert 

somewhere out in Idaho. 

This  plant, if constructed, would only produce 

death ; therefore, it must be cal led a death plant. 

st rongly feel that we must improve the economy of Idaho, but 

I am not ready to sell my soul to the dev il for a few 

dollars. Must we resort to the death of other people i n  

order to  bring us  weal th? Where  will that thought put u s  i n  

the books o f  hi story? Bow can you sell industries on  the 

quality of life when they know we manufactUre death here? 

Please don ' t  lower the standa rds of Idaho to this despicable 

level. 

In summary, would l ike to say that th is  is 

an insane proj ect, run by a lying, insane mil itary, and 

being sold to the people of an economically depressed state 

as a money promoter only. It makes one wonder if the 

economy of Idaho has been purposely set up so the people 

would consider such a horr ify ing proj ect. Please stop the 

nuclear madness. 

In  closing I would l ike to make two quotes. 

These are found in the Holy B ible. They were spoke by Jesus 
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during his sermon on the mountain. Fi rst, there is St. 

Matthew, Chapter 7, Verse 1 5 :  -Beware o f  false prophets 

which come to you in sheep ' s  clothing, but inwardly they are 

ravening wolves. -

Second I will quote St. Matthew, Chapter 5 ,  

Verse 9 :  -Blessed a r e  the peacemakers, for they shall be 

called the children of God. " 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Exhibit 792 will be the 

written comments of Garry M. Nielsen for the record. 

The next order ,  number 89, Diane Romano. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : Glen Phillips, Glen 

Phillips. 

( No response. )  

HEARING OFFICER : Order 9 1 ,  Richard Hawkes, 

Richard Hawkes. 

92 , Carolyn G raham, Carolyn Graham. 

( No response. )  

HEARING OFFICER : Order 93 , Tara Bell ,  Tara 

Bell .  

( No response. )  

HEARING OFFICER: Order 94 , Lita Welch . 

( No response. )  

HEARING OFFICER : That includes the entire 
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list of preregistered speakers for this  hearing. Is there 

anybody on the evening preregistration list that is here 

that hasn ' t  spoken? Are you on the evening list ?  

A VOICE : I was on the afternoon list .  

HEARING OFFICER : Okay. I ' m  j ust calling for 

the evening l ist, and then I ' ll go to the afternoon list.  

Anyone on the evening preregistration list 

that hasn ' t  had a chance to comment? Okay. What we ' re 

going to do i s  take a brief recess. When we Come back, 

will call anyone who was on the afternoon preregistered l ist 

fi rst, then we' ll go into the walk-in registrations. 

Thank you. 

(Recess . )  

HEARING OFFICER : We are coming back to order,  

ladies and gentlemen. 

At thi s  point in time, what I would l ike to do 

i s  any individuals who were registered to speak this 

afternoon but Couldn ' t  come but are here this  evening, allow 

you to present your comments at this point. 

If you would please step forward. 

CATHERINE HAYNES, 

appearing as a witness, testified as follows: 

MS. HAYNES : My name is Catherine Haynes, and 
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for the record, 157 Wasman Avenue in Tvin Falls. 

am strongly opopsed to construction and 

operation of the SIS facility aeven in Idaho or anywhere. 

The Snake River Aquifer is the INEL ' s  only source of water. 

Since 1952 the Department of Energy has been discharging 

l iquid low-level radioactive chemical wastes into the 

subsurface from the ICPP. Until February of 1984 , they used 

inj ection wells  to do this. Now they are uSing percolation 

ponds . Now recent monitor ing of groundwater has detected 

carbon tetrachloride and in cor e  samples have detected 

plutonium, as far down as 230  feet. Chromium has also been 

detected in the INEL perched groundwater. 

The DOE says in  thei r  Environmental Impact 

Statement, in here, that they haven ' t  determined, quote, the 

extent of contamination at this  point, and they haven ' t  

decided yet whether remedial action i s  requi red. That means 

whether they should clean it up yet or not. 

The INEL safety record is also in serious 

quest ion. Just this past month they had another minor 

accident when three workers were inj ured. 

And then there ' s also the j ob factor. 750 

jobs sound great, but in  the Statement that they put out it 

says these j obs are primarily what they call in-migrating 

jobs. That means these are not jobs that go to out of work 

Idahoans, these are jobs that go to out-of-state workers. 
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They even addressed the problem of 

overcrowding the schools down in that area. 

There ' s  also the issue of Idaho ' s  tour i st 

industry. The w ilderness bill is up now in Washington. 

There ' S  a move to have the Ca rters of the Moon declared a 

national park .  think that would be  a great boon to  

tourism, but not with  the SIS 19 miles away from the Craters 

of the Moon. When was the last time you planned a vacation 

at Love Canal or at Hanford? 

There are too many major concerns to allow the 

SIS to be built anywhere. The j obs go to in-migrating 

people, ri sks of accident are too great, the DOE has not 

even cleaned up the mess they have al ready made at Hanford 

and the INEL , our health is in danger .  bel ieve that. 

am scared. The hazardous waste issue has not been resolved 

to anybody ' s  satisfaction. The INEL ' s  safety record is in 

serious question, and ther e ' s  the inescapable fact that even 

the Department of Energy admits begrudgingly, but they do 

admit that we have enough nuclear weapons to blow the entire 

world up a couple times over .  It  only takes one. 

I also take exception to the accuracy of the 

DEIS as it now stands, and I would ask the Department of 

Energy and our government to take responsibil ity for the 

accuracy and the content of their  own env i ronmental draft 

impact statement . 
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strongly urge the Depa r tment o f  Energy to 

choose Option which i s  no SIS at al l .  Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : We will now begin -- or i s  

there anyone else who was scheduled t o  testify th i s  

afternoon and h a s  not had a chance? Yes, si r .  

MR .  CHAPIIAN : CharI e s  Chapman. 

HEARING OFFICER : Okay. Step forward. 

CHARL ES CHAPIIAN , 

appea r i ng as a witness, testif ied as fol l ow s :  

H R .  CHAPIIAN : MY name is Charles Chapman. 

l iv e  in Twin Pal l s ,  Idaho. 

Due to my st rong feelings about th is,  I have a 

l i st of words here am not supposed to use, so I ' l l keep 

thi s real brief. 

My bi ggest concern with th i s  is,  everybody has 

gone over everything else , is the safety factors. In the 

crit ical analysis of the DEIS on Page 9 is the following 

statement : -The clustering of large heat sources with 

large, flammable ethanol SOurces adj acent to a facility in 

which large quant i t ies of pl utonium are del iberately 

vaporized has obv ious safety implications . -

Very good. 1 1 m  really impressed with that. 
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The other thing that bothers me i s  the 

evacuation measures. On the DE IS, Seeion A . 2 . S  you f i nd 

thi s :  - I n  this assessment no evacuation o r  special 

shel tering measures were assumed . -

Wel l ,  we all know what happens when we 

assume. 

I have some letters here from three or friends 

of mine that l iv e  in the area, and we all oppose the SIS.  

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : We will take these 

individual letters and mark them as exhibits for the 

12 record. There are fou r .  Exhibit 793 is the wri tten comment 
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of Richard E .  Mitchel l ,  Twin Fal l s .  The second i s  a letter 

from Hel en B .  Sohman of Twin Fal l s ,  Exhibit 794 . The 

written comments of Jerry Thompson of Twin Fal l s  will be 

Exhibit 795 . And Exhibit 796 will be the written comments 

of Charles J .  Chapman of Twin Fal l s .  

Any·one else that was registered t o  testify 

th i s  afternoon that would l ike to testify now? 

( No respon se. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : There being no f u rther 

people in that category, we i l l  begin at the top of our 

evening session of at-the-door registrations. 

We i l l start fi rst with order 1 ,  Regina 

Richardson. 

1 5 8  
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REGINA RICHARDSON, 

appearing as a witness, testif ied as foll ow s :  

Richardson. 

years old, and 

MS. RICHARDSON : My name is RegIna 

l ive at 6 1 5  Fil lmor e, Twin Fal l s .  I ' m  1 7  

have been a resi dent of Idaho all my life, 

I l ive in Twin. 

And I ' m  here on behalf of my self and my 

family, and I ' d  l i ke to start off by saying that I watched 

my aunt die f rom cancer and I watched as it slowly ate her 

away until the only thing they coul d do was hospi tal i z e  

her .  And as I look o u t  across this Audience, I know that 

I ' m  not the only one here who has watched a family member or 

a friend die. As we Bat by her bed, there was nothing we 

could do. 

Wel l ,  there i s  something w� can do now. We 

can f i ght and get this SIS proj ect stopped f rom being put in 

Idaho or anywhere el se . We don ' t  have to sit back and feel 

helpless as we have bef or e. We don ' t  have to let them 

destroy our homes or our families . We have the right to 

l ive in a bomb-free, chemically- f ree wor l d ,  without being 

af raid of the water and the food. We have the right to 

rai se children without being af raid of what they would l ook 

l i ke if they are born with bi rth defects from the water and 

the food that is poi soned . Our small children have the 
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r i ght t o  live and t o  b e  happy and not af raid o f  the i r  ow n  

world.  

Let me ask  you a question. Why, when we don ' t  

even have a cure for cancer and birth defects, do you people 

want to cause more? 

(Applause. ) 

MS. RICHARDSON: I want a chance to l ive and 

grow and experience l ife, the very things you people are 

trying to take away from me and everyone el se. Don ' t  do 

this to us and don ' t  do thi s  to yoursel f .  feel sor r y  for 

you people because you are closing your eyes and your ears 

to the t r uth and hearing and seeing only what you want to. 

Please, I ask you for my sake, my family ' s  

sake and my futUre famil y ,  no S IS anywhere.  

90 percent of the trout on the world market 

comes from the Snake River, and 10 percent of the f ish that 

my mom and I catch we are af raid to keep because of the way 

they loo k ;  they are deformed, they have tumor s .  

vote no. It ' s  Idaho ' s  choice. You people 

are asking us to sit by and watch you destroy our homes and 

our l ives. But j ust because I ' m  not old enough to vote, I ' m  

sure not just going t o  sit back and watch you put th i s  i n  

and destroy our homes and our l ives and our families.  

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER:  Speaker number 2 ,  Sherry 
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Dillard, Sherry Di l l ard.  

Order 3,  Teresa Drown. 

SHERRY DILLARD, 

appear i ng as a witness, testif ied as fol l ow s :  

MS. DILLARD: Hello. My name i s  Sherry 

Dillard, and reside at Route 5 ,  Box 50 6 8 ,  Buhl , Idaho. 

I ' m  addressing th i s  meeting because strongly oppose the 

SIS facil ity being bu ilt anywhere. 

I am a photographer,  and nature and wildl ife 

are my special ties. It ' s  the one thing that I do that 

love more than anyth ing. I have always dr eamed, since was 

a child, to go to Af r i ca and photogr aph l i ons and the other 

inhabitants of the country. I ' m  quite worried as to whether 

or not there ' s  going to be anything l eft by the time I can 

afford to go over there. I ' m  not married, and it ' s  

extremely expensive to l ive. The government takes more and 

more away all the time, only so they can have thei r little 

war games and shuffle around funds the way they want to. 

( Appl ause. ) 

MS. DILLARD: You may ask what Africa and 

Idaho Falls have in common. In most cases, they don ' t  have 

hardly anything in common, but they are both on the same 

planet, and we are destroying this planet every day in every 
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way that we can think of . 

There ' s  deterioration of our ozone layer, 

pol l ut i on of our waters and our lands, dest ruction of 

wildlife inhabi tati on ; they al l equal extinction, and i t  

will happen t o  u s  t o o  if w e  let it.  

It ' s  extremely alarming to me,  as i t  should be 

to anyone who reads the disclaimer on the inside cover of 

the Draft that was given to me ; the government holds no 

warranty, express or impl ied, or assumes any legal l iability 

for accuracy, completeness or the usefulness of any of the 

information with i n .  

Why should w e  b e  asked to pa y  the price of 

destruction of our state when the government won ' t  take 

responsi bi l i ty for what it produces and its own actions? 

You can ' t  j ust clean up the waste from a nuclear mishap l i ke 

you woul d with a grain or or hay truck overturning. 

Once plutonium i s  i n  our ba ckyard, it ' s  here 

to stay for every and ever and ever. We don ' t  need it, no 

one needs it.  There i s  plenty enough to go around for 

everybody, and I ' m  sure that everyone who could get their 

share doesn ' t  want it.  It only takes one mishap and then 

it ' s  too late. 

recently made a trip from Atlanta to here, 

and I was showing some people there where I was from, and on 

the map it has poi nted out, Clear Springs Trout, that ' s  the 
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largest trout producing company around. So anyway, you 

know ,  if that was to spill into the aquifer, sooner or later 

it would reach it, you know. don ' t  think that a thousand 

j obs , I don ' t  think that 1 0 , 0 0 0  j obs is worth the risk to 

lOBe our water and everyth ing that ' s  in it.  

President Reagan had the audacity to veto the 

c l ean water act . suppose he thought it ' s  not necessary to 

have clean water or perhaps it j u st COBt too much. There ' s  

never enough money for our government agencies to care for 

the homeless, to clean up our lands or our waters, to 

educate our ch ildren, support social services, keep our 

farmers on thei r lands. Ther e ' s  never enough money for the 

minor events in our l ives, so they think . Yet, there are 

bill ions and bill ions of our tax dollars that are being 

spent on weapons and nuclear plants. I think it ' s  time we 

get our priorities straight. I know what the government ' s  

p r iorities are. think i t ' s  time that the peopl e ' s  

prior ities be heard once again. 

(Applause. ) 

MS. DILLARD : W hy not spend the bill ions of 

dollars to build space stations because the day will come 

that this planet will be too polluted and too dangerous to 

l iv e  on, and then we will have extinction of our species. 

This i s  also a federal agency ; i t  pays no 

taxes. They tell us that it ' s  going to bring i ncome into 
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the state. Yet, they don ' t  have to pay no taxes on it and 

everyone who works at the plant and helps dig it and pour 

the cement and work in it af ter it ' s  bui l t ,  they all have to 

pay taxes. I really don ' t  think it ' s  very fai r  that the 

government , with the shape that it ' s  i n  f inancially, to 

all ow the i r  own agencies to be f ree and exempt from taxes 

when we are being taxed to death. 

I read this i n  the Draft that was given to us , 

that during operations of the S I S  facil ities, accidents 

could occur that might result i n  atmospheric em i ssions of 

radioactiv ity. In yesterday ' s  newspaper I also read that 

the ozone shield over the Antarctic has already greatly 

reduced in the springtime, with the depl etion reaching a 

record 50 percent this last yea r .  Scientists attr ibute the 

destr uction of the ozone to man-made chem icals called 

chlorofl uorocarbons or CPCs. The Northwestern Hemisphe r e  

has greatly reduced i t s  ozone layer now, and skin cancers 

are up 7 0  percent. 

In yesterday ' s  paper they had an incident from 

Richland, Washi ngton, a deSign flaw that is causing erosion 

in about 1 percent of the steam condensers in the Washington 

Publ ic Power Supply System ' s  No. 2 nuclear plant at the 

Hanford Nuclear Reservation. 106 tubes i n  the plant ' s  

cool ing system are wearing out because steam is st riking 

them too hard on its way out of the generators. Of those 
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about f i v e  tubes are leaking. It i s  t h e  thi rd time since 

January that the plant has had to be shut down to repa i r  

this. 

Greg Cook, spokesman for the Federal Nucl ear 

Regulatory Commission, said, condenser tube leaks are common 

to leaks in nuclear plants. -It I s v i rtually impossible to 

design a condenser that will never leak . "  

That should tel l us enough. We don ' t  need 

this stuff in our yard or anyone else ' s . 

The DOE is tel l ing us that we are below the 

safety standards Bet by these guidel i nes.  That ' s  l ike 

tel l i ng the fox to watch the hen house. 

There are no safe l imits. It I S labeled as 

hazardous, and that i s  exactly what it is.  

I hope that the action taken will be not to 

bui ld at al l .  I don ' t  believe that the number of j obs that 

they are saying that will come from thi s  project will amount 

to what the outcome of d i sa ster could be. 

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : The written comments of 

Shelly Di l l ard -- Sherry Di l l ar d ,  excuse me , wil l be 

included in the record as Exhibit 797 . 

Order number 3 ,  Teresa Drown. 
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TERESA DROW'N, 

appearing as a witness, testi f i ed as fol l ow s :  

M S .  DROWN : My name i s  Ter esa Drown. I ' m  from 

Box 4486 Ketchum, Idaho. 

In a country which has the military capacities 

to devastate the earth a dozen times over, I simply fail to 

find any possi bl e reason why the S IS Proj ect i s  necessary, 

especially given the amount of nuclear defense that the U . S. 

al ready has. Nuclear destruction is not a responsibi l i ty 

that I, as an Idahoan, as an Amer i can, as a member of the 

human race, am will ing to ca r r y .  I oppose it i n  every 

form. 

It is my belief that we, as human beings, 

should be channel ing our ene rgies into protecting l i fe 

rather than bui l d i ng weapons to deplete i t .  

There a r e  those who argue that th i s  proj ect 

18 will provide new s ·  jobs for Idahoans; however,  we would be 

19 extremely foo l i sh to believe that some 6- to 800 job 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4  

2 5  

openings are going to solve o u r  stagnant economy. Surely we 

can provide better and signif icantly more ethical employment 

alternatives for our ci tizens that will benef it more than 

one small section of the state. Planning for a nuclear 

holocaust cannot even save the ea rth, much less the economy, 

and we will eventually pay the price with our l ives and 
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those o f  o u r  chil dren. It ' s  a heavy responsibil ity_ 

It i s  so imperative that we, as cohabi tors of 

th i s  earth, work together to insure a healthy, nucl ear-free 

future for our ch ildren and their offspring. Once the 

envi ronment i s  poi soned and def iled, it i s  absolutely 

i r replaceable. At th i s  point �n time we must cease to be 

divided in the face of real i z ation that we all share this 

planet in order to avoid anni hilation. 

urge you to choose l if e ;  opt against the SIS 

Proj ect . It may very well be the most important decision 

you can make on behalf of a ch i l d ,  and certainly the most 

important choice on behalf of our planet. 

Thank you. 

(Applause . )  

MS. DROWN : I also submit the wri tten comments 

of John G ibson, Box 141 5 ,  Ketchum, Idaho; Thomas G. 

Hein�ich, J r . , Box 4 5 9 ,  Hailey ,  Idaho; and Dav id Hutchinson, 

Box 2216 , Sun Val l ey .  

( Appl ause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Exhibit 798 will be the 

written comment of Dav id Hutchinson, Sun Val l ey ,  Idaho; 799 

will be the written comments of Thomas G .  Heinrich, Jr. of 

H ai l ey ,  Idaho. Exhibit 800 will be the w r itten comment of 

Teresa Drown of Ketchum, Idaho. Finally, 801 will be the 

written comment of John E.  Gibson of Ketchum, Idaho. 
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Order number 4 ,  Charles A .  Lenkner,  Lenkne r ,  

Charles A. Lenkne r .  

( No response . )  

HEAR ING OFFICER : Commentor No. 5 ,  Glenda 

Gibson, Glenda Gibson. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFI CER : Ca rla Shockey. 

CARLA SHOCKEY, 

appearing as a witness, test if ied as follow s :  

M S .  SHOCKEY: My name is Ca r l a  Shockey. I ' m  

f rom Burley, Idaho. I have l ived in this state for 32 

years.  

Your Draft Env i ronmental Impact Sta tement 

alludes to, but does not expl ore, the economi c  effects of an 

accident while plutonium is being tr ansported to or f rom the 

SIS, or an acci dent at the INEL, or radioactive releases 

f r om the S IS, or j ust a rumor f rom any of these. These are 

all likely to have adverse effects on Idaho ' s  economy 

whether or not they really happen. 

The Northern Eu ropean and Scandinavian 

farmers, after the Chernobyl accident, suffered heavy 

financial losses, even though many of them had no 

radioactive fallout on the i r  crops. 
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Suppose a rumor of an accident was responsible 

for j us't 1 percent of the sale of agr icul tural goods in the 

three-county region around the INEL. This would cost the 

farmers i n  that area alone $669 , 0 0 0 .  Or if a rumor of an 

accident at the SIS was responsibl e for lowering the real 

estate values in Idaho Falls by j ust 1 percent, it would be 

a loss of $11 mill ion. These estimates were taken f rom 

Wil l iam Weida ' s  Review of the Economic Impl ications of the 

Draft Envi ronmental Impact Sta tement on the Supe r ( s i c )  

Isotope Sepa rato r .  H e  i s  a professor o f  economics and 

business at the College of Colorado. 

The effects of construction of the SIS on the 

wildl ife population are stated on Page 5-5 of the DEIS, and 

I quote : -Construction of the SIS would di rectly affect 3 7  

acres o f  t h e  sagebrush commun ity which supports a diverse 

wildlife population including endangered species such as the 

bald eagle and peregr ine fal con. - And I ' m  sti l l  

quot ing :  -During construction, plant and animal associated 

with a sagebrush vegetation community would either be lost 

or displaced, - and then it goes on to say, -but would 

eventually revert back . - I don ' t  know where you got your 

information on this statement, but endangered species, once 

lost , do not eventually revert back. 

(Applause. ) 

MS. SHOCKEY: The j obs created by the SIS 
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Proj ect a n d  benef iting t h e  people and community in that 

surrounding area do not outweigh or even bal ance the overall 

negative effect on Idaho ' s  two strongest indust ries, tou r i sm 

and agriculture, employing people not only in thi s  one 

community but people statewide. And please tell me, after 

SIS is gone and al l the paychecks have been cashed and the 

money has rippled down through the economy , what ' s  left? A 

glowing Idaho economy? And w i l l  the price we pay be worth 

i t  to us then? O r  will we want our Idaho back? 

In summary, I ' m  against the S I S .  I ' m  

concerned about the adverse economic effects i t  would have 

on Idaho ' s  greater indust ries.  I ' m  deeply concerned about 

the effects it would have on w i l dl ife, human l i fe and al l of 

Mother Earth. And I ' m concerned that YES SIS people may 

only see the money and not the long-term effects of the SIS 

Proj ect . 

The Department of Energy keeps saying they are 

looking for a new home for the SIS Project. When the 

Supe r conducting Super Col l ider was looking for a new home, 

there were 35 states competing for it. So if this i s  such a 

good deal , if thi s  project wil l create new j obs and improve 

the region ' s  economy, if this project poses no signif i cant 

publ i c  health r i sks,  env i ronmental impacts, transpor tation 

problems or safety concerns associ ated with the proj ect, 

then tel l me one thing; why aren ' t  there 35 states compet i ng 
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for this proj ect? 

(Applause. ) 

MS. SHOCKEY :  Thank you. 

HEARING OFFICER : Exhibit 802 wil l be the 

written comments of Carla Shockey_ 

We will now go to Order number 7, Carolyn 

Hondo. 

Thi s is a very special moment, ladies and 

gentlemen, we need to take a pause here, and I should 

indi cate for the purposes of thi s hearing record, th i s  is 

the SOOth commentor in thi s  se ries.  

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : I ' m pleased to tell you that 

you get absolutely nothing for being the SOOth commentor, 

other than the psychic reward. 

You may proceed. 

CAROL YN HONDO, 

appearing as a witness , testi f ied as follow s :  

M S .  HONDO: My name i s  Carolyn Hondo . I l ive 

in Burley ,  Idaho, 412 Hil l crest Road, and I teach f i rst 

grade , and have three children. 

In my opi nion, it i s  ventures like  the SIS 

that have put the U . S . A. tril l i ons of dollars in debt. In 
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your own EIS under the N o  Act i on sta tement it states that 

-The No Action Alternative would not result in changes to 

continuing ope rations at the Banford site, SRP or any other 

DOE site. Blending f uel-grade plutonium of with newly 

produced plutonium of higher than weapon-grade purity will 

conti nue to provide an opt i on for the production of 

weapon-grade plutoni um i r respective of whether the SIS 

Project i s  constructed and operated . -

If it ' s  not going to make a difference, why do 

i t ?  

(Appl ause. ) 

MS. HONDO: To me , the taxpayer, th i s  is j ust 

another exampl e of how our government is being l ed down the 

path of f i nancial ruin by those whose spendi ng knows no 

l imits , as long as the money being spent belongs to the 

Ameri can people. It is so easy to spend someone el5e ' s  

money. To me, thi s  hi-tech b i l l ion dollar toy i s  a waste of 

my hard earned money . 

If th i s  project is so great, if it will  do 50 

much for l aser technology, why not run it as a business? If 

you l et thi s  out to private enterprise, the venture will 

never get off the ground. Why ? You ' ll never f ind anyone 

wil l i ng to put up a bill ion dol l ars for i t .  They ' d  never 

get a return on thei r investment. And if you did get 

someone to do i t ,  I guarantee that even Lloyd ' s  of London 
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woul dn ' t  insure it.  

2 (Applause. ) 

MS . BONDO: Th i s  is a bad move, and I say no 

1 . 1  
S IS anywhere.  

So one more th ing i n  the interest of fairness, 

I ' d  l i ke to use the remai ning amount of time outl ining the 

advantages of the S IS .  

8 ( Silence. ) 

(Appl ause. ) 

10 BEARING OFFICER : For the record, she has 

1 1  three minutes remaining .  

CO 1 2  
.:>-

We ' ll move on to the eighth order, Liene 

0 1 3  Bergstrom. 

14 ( No response . )  

15 BEARING OFFICER: Order number 9,  Thomas B.  

16 Branch, Thomas Branch. 

1 7  ( No response . ) 

1 8  HEARING OFFICER: Order 1 0 ,  Ma ry Pat Branch. 

1 9  ( No response . )  

20 BEARING OFFICER : Order 11 , Sally Dona rt, 

2 1  spoke ea rl ier ; o r d e r  1 2 ,  George Anthony, spoke earl i e r ;  and 

2 2  order 1 3 , Martin Tilley, spoke eal ier. 

23 Kevin Kraal , Kev i n  Kraal . 

2 4  ( No response . )  

25 BEARING OFFICER : Commentors 1 5  and 16 , Judy 
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McAl l i ster and Dor i s  Fai rch i l d ,  also spoke earl ier today_ 

Order 1 7 ,  Jeff Jarv i s .  

JEFF JARVIS, 

appearing as a Witness, test i f ied as follow s :  

MR .  JARVIS : 1 4 0 7  Eleventh Avenue East, Twin. 

HEARING OFFICER : Thank you . 

MR. JARVIS : I ' m  opposed to SIS, like 

everybody else I think tonight, and I urge DOE to adopt the 

No Action Alternative. 

Before we decide yes or no on the project, we 

must look beyond our short-term needs and think about the 

future. What will they say about our decision 100 years 

from now, if you allow this? Will the future forgive us for 

mak i ng the area inhospitable? If there is an accident, will 

they say, it ' s  okay to get j obs? We don ' t  think so . 

Idaho needs j obs, but we don ' t  need them bad 

enough to accept plutonium. There i s  no di rtier 

manufacturing j ob than the production of plutonium. 

I was discussing the proposal with a few 

friends the other day, and we started fanticizing about 

projects that were as bad, wasted as much money and created 

as few j obs as SIS.  And you guys beat us, we couldn ' t  come 

up with anything close. 
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(Applause. ) 

MR. JARV IS :  We don ' t  want DOE to take that as 

a chall enge because we know you probably have worse. 

I would rather see Idaho ' s  farmers rai se 

heroin poppies and our businessmen pedal pornography than 

our factories produce plutonium. 

We don ' t  need S I S .  It ' s  bad economics, i t ' ll 

d r ive away tourist s  and buyers of our produce, i t  will cause 

unacceptabl e pol l uti on, you have al ready created tremendous 

probl ems in the past, you have a ter ribl e  record, and you ' l l 

only get worse with additi onal plutonium. We don ' t  need i t  

f o r  o u r  defense, and we can ' t  afford to waste t a x  dol lars.  

There ' s  no good reason to support the project. 

The E rS has er rors i n  the calculation of j obs . 

My family and I moved to Idaho for the quality of life.  

Plutonium doesn ' t  f i t  i n  our equation of quality. We won ' t  

live i n  the shadow o f  SIS. 

The Final EIS should reflect that our j obs 

will be available if the plant is bu i l t .  So add two more. 

And others l i ke us that will leave or, worse, never come to 

Idaho if thi s  plant is approved. And , by the way, we have 

no intention of moving_ 

(Applause. ) 

MR. JARV I S :  There have been numerous good 

ideas at these hearings for solving the problems of Idaho. 
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One o f  the best was for DO E  t o  clean u p  i t s  existing 

hazardous sites_ You ' d  create plenty of work al ready j ust 

to clean up what you have created. To put up and clean up 

your sites would put us on the edge of technology because, 

as far as I know, you have not cl eaned up any of the sites 

you have al ready created. So i f  Idaho would be one of the 

f i rst to clean up hazardous waste, we would be really in the 

forefront. 

why 

(Applause. ) 

MR. JARV IS : And f i nally, I want to explain 

am really af raid of pl utoni um .  Thi s  i s  d i f f i cult.  

But have had three operations for taking out tumors.  And 

have had the -- I can ' t  tal k  about the symptoms, and 

have watched my mother do th i s  too, and I ' m  real af raid.  

It ' s  unacceptabl e. We don ' t  need this. I practiced this so 

I could talk to you guys about i t ,  but can ' t . But we 

don ' t  -- There ' s  no reason, ther e ' s  no acceptable reason for 

i t .  

(Applause. ) 

MR. JARV IS : Ron VanDeusen wanted me Bay he 

doesn ' t  l i ke it either, and I have his statement, but I 

can ' t  read it to you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER:  Exhibit 803 will be the 

written comment of Ron VanDeusen, V-a-n-D-e-u-s-e-n, of Twin 
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Falls,  Idaho. 

Now moving to order number 1 8 ,  George Knaup. 

GEORGE KNAU P, 

appea ring as a witness, testi fied sa follows: 

MR .  KNAU P :  My name i s  G�orge Knaup. I live 

i n  Jerome, 530 Yellowstone Drive. I ' m  a l ineman by trade, 

and I work th roughout the Magic Val l eY .  

I got t o  s i t  h e r e  f o r  a minute - - I ' d  l i ke 

to -- I ' m  thankful for the Nati onal Env i ronmental Protection 

Act and the opportunity to speak. I believe that i t ' s  not 

only part of our Amer i can way but part of our American 

duty. Ther e ' s  a roomful of diehards tonight, incl uding you, 

ma ' am .  

I ' m  not a member o f  any all iance, coal i t i on, 

chambe r of commerce or commissi on. represent only mysel f 

and my family, and I ' d  l i k e  to speak for any others l i ke 

mysel f .  But I got a l i ttle note h�re that says I ' ll keep it 

shor t .  

I ' m  opposed t o  t h e  S I S  being bui l t  a t  al l .  

Our nation ' s  nuclear deterrent t o  me i s  clearly requi red , 

and I may di ffer on benefit.  ( unintel l igible) i s  

defini tely adeq uate. Instead of a bil l i on plus dollars 

wasted on the SIS and all the other things that have been 
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menti oned tonight, it l s  redUndant, and they are all 

accurate, l i d  rather see the money spent on the SDI , a 

proj ect truly worth funding, and it would have the potential 

of making nuclear weapons obsolete, which i s  a dream maybe, 

but I hold onto i t .  And I ' d l ike to see it at least tried .  

(Applause. ) 

MR. KNAUP :  have env i ronmental conCerns of 

the SIS,  while there may be a tr umped up need for this 

project , a conce r n  stated many times over, I don ' t  need to 

repeat them, but I will continue to oppose the SIS, speak to 

my fel l ow  Citizens, my family, my children, my co-workers 

and the diehards who are here tonight. 

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER: Order number 1 9 ,  Edward 

Seller s .  

ED SELLERS, 

appearing as a witness, testif ied as follows: 

MR. SELL ERS : My name i s  Ed Sellers. I ' m  from 

Ketchum. And the fi rst thing I ' d  l ike to say is that of all 

the 502 people --

HEARING OFFICER : 503 . 

MR. SELLERS: 503 who have stated things i n  
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opposi t i o n  t o  the SIS,  I say yea h .  

(Applause . )  2 

forums such as th is,  and I ' m  happy to be able to do thi s ,  

and I ' m  g l a d  everyone has done th i s  t o  stand u p  and speak 

out i n  opposition to the S IS .  MR .  SELLERS : I couldn ' t  have put i t  better 

myself in a year. 

I ' m  standing on a platform of education, 

have a as degree in a natural resources related f iel d ,  and 

can see from thi s  platform that this makes no sense, it ' s  

against all common sense. It ' s  i n  the env i ronmental 

sites sense, economic sense. In a political sense, it makes 

pretty good sense, I guess, because that goes to say that --

doesn ' t  make much sense real ly.  

So going -- it COmes down to the base l ine 

fact that it ' s  kind of , with the escalation and the arms 

race and everything, it reminds me of two kids playing. 

Well ,  I ' l l call them Little Russell and L ittle Sammy . And 

Russell accuses Sammy of throwing some sand in his face, and 

he picks up a st i ck and shakes it at Little Sammy , and Sammy 

says, ·Oh, I don ' t  like th i s , · and picks up a bigger st ick 

and shakes it at Russel l ,  and Russell picks up a rock . And 

pretty soon they are picking up stones and rocks, and they 

are not doing anyth ing, j ust threatening each other with 

them . And , well , who i s  it that ' s  responsible for these 

l ittle turds? They are pretty dangerous. Russell and 

Sammy , you know, Russia and the United States. 

And i t ' s  where we take this opportunity in 
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Thank you. 

(Appl ause. ) 

HEARING OFF ICER : Commentor number 2 0 ,  Cu rtis 

Nielson, Cu rtis Niel son. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER: Commenter 21 , Dr.  A. C.  

Emery was our f i rst commentor this evening. 

Number 22, Ed Hunter, Ed Hunter. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER: Commentor 22 , Brian Hammond , 

Brian Hammond . 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER : And finally, commentor 

number 2 3 ,  Ed Bamberry, Ed Bambe rry. 

( No response . )  

HEARING OFFICER: It has been my custom 

throughout the course of these hearings, these continuation 

hea rings, to allow anybody who didn ' t  have a chance to 

preregister that ' s  here that wants to comment, to have that 

23 opportunity. Is there anybody who would l ike to do that? 

2 4  Thi s  young l ady WOUl d .  Go ahead and come up. 

25 

180 

HEDRICK COURT REPORT ING 
P. O. Box 57 8 ,  Boise, 10 83701 

1

2

3

4

5

6

8

9

1

179

1

3

4

5

6

7

8



2 

4 

1 . 1  

1 0  

1 1  

CO 1 2  
� 
-Po 1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  

1 8  

1 9  

2 0  

21 

22 

23 

2 4  

2 5  

T577  T578 

KORRINE KREILKAMP, 

appearing as a witness, test i f ied as follows: 

MS. KREILKAMP : Karr ine Kreil kamp, Route 3 ,  

Buhl . 

I l ike to play outside, but in order to do it,  

we got to get all th i s  po i son out . 

Thank you. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : How old are you, Korrine? 

MS. KREILKAMP : Six.  

HEARING OFFICER : Six.  You ' re the same age as 

my little gi r l .  You write a l ittle better though. 

The written comment of Karrine Krei l kamp will 

be included in the record as Exh ibit No.  8 0 4 .  

If there a r e  any b i g  people out there who want 

to comment , you ' re going to have to pay me $100 bucks at 

this point.  

Please step forward. 

( Off the record . )  

KATHYRN ANN GARDNER, 

appea r i ng as a witness, test i f ied as follows: 

MS. GARDNER : felt bad enough being the only 
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p roponent here, but then when I have t o  follow someone as 

well spoken as that, I really am getting scared. 

I am Kathyrn Ann Gardner. I l ive at 806 North 

Elm Street in Twin Fal l .  I am here as a representative of 

the Idaho College Republ icans, also probably not a highly 

popular group with a lot of you . 

In the past several weeks, we have l istened to 

impassi oned pleas 

( Voices. ) 

HEARING OFFICER : Quiet, please. 

MS. GARDNER: -- from those who desire that 

the Special Isotope Separation Project, SIS, be bui l t  

el sewhere o r  not a t  al l .  While I respect their feelings, 

I j ust cannot agree with their rationale. The overriding 

concern appears to be that the plutonium will be hazardous 

to Idaho ' s  environment, and that the production of nuclear 

weapons will make Idaho a f i rst st rike in event of nuclear 

war . Am I right? 

VOICE S :  No. 

HEARING OFFICER : Just go ahead and give your 

21 comment s .  

22 MS. GARDNER: All right. 

23 Should this country become embroiled in a 

24 nuclear conf rontation, I cannot believe that Idaho will 

25 remai n  unscathed j ust because we have no part in the 

1 8 2  

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 
P . O. Box 57 8 ,  Boise, ID 8 3 7 0 1  

3

5

6

7

8

9

1

1

2

3

5

6

7

8

9

14

24 nuclear confrontation, I cannot believe that Idaho will



co 
*'" 
(J1 

1 

4 

2 . 7 . 8  

7 

1 0  

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

14 

15 

16 

5 . 2 4 . 2 3 
17 

1 8  

1 9  

20 

21 

22 
2 3  

5 . 2 7 . 7 . 1 6 24 

25 

manufacture o f  weapons. The aq uifers of the ent i r e  na tion 

will be contaminated, as wil l our air  and ground. In a 

worst-case scena r i o ,  Idaho would really come out behind 

because we weren ' t  a f i rst st r i k e  site, because all of the 

di splaced persons in the country would make their way out 

here. For those who wish Idaho to remain unchanged , I hope 

they will consider that. 

Accidents. Every year one hears about farmers 

who have have accidentally spil l ed pesti cides into the 

gr oundwater and contaminated an area. I have not yet heard 

an outcry to make Idaho a farm-free zone. Personally, 

have a great deal more faith i n  the federal government than 

I do in amateurs who use chemi cal s in thei r everyday wor k .  

It i s  a proven fact that t h e  federal government has much 

higher safety specificati ons than any of the states. 

INEL has been i n  Idaho for qUite some time, 

and I have yet to hear of a really haz ardous accident 

emanating f rom the si te. Some would charge that accidents 

have been repressed. I think not . 

The curr ent empl oyment situation in Idaho i s  

a l s o  a concern which i s  SIS opponents would have us ignore 

or del ineate quite a bi t .  They casually dismiss the 750 

jobs which would be created as a resul t of the SIS. I can 

d i smiss 750 jobs, al though with much misgiving; but what I 

cannot dismiss is the jobs which would materialize 

1 83 

HEDRICK COURT REPORTING 
P. O. Box 57 8 ,  Boise, ID 83701 

7 

9 

1 0  

11 

12 

13 

1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  

1 8  

1 9  

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2 5  

indirectly a s  a result o f  the proj ect. Jobs serv ice i n  the 

service sector. The pe r sons work ing on the S IS will have 

automobi l es to be repai red, plumbing to be fixed, children 

to educate. They will purchase food and clothes. They will 

take vacations. 

For years Idahoans have commiserated about the 

di smal shape of our economy and have wi shed that some 

m i racl e might occur which woul d provided the needed capital 

to get the economy back i n  good f i scal health. It i s  

tr i ckl e-down economics econom ics probably at its best. 

Money aside, the needs of the wor kers would force us to 

elevate our current standards of workmanship and would even 

provide the needed money with which to do this. 

Finally, I would beg you to consider the 

opinions of people that are most d i r ectly affected by thi s  

proj ect, t h e  average pe r son. You have heard a lot of those 

tonight. You have also heard quite a few in commer cials 

that are not . For exampl e, Mariel Bemmingway does a 

beaut i f ul j ob but is not really a tr ue representative of our 

population. Most of us are not actresses who own 

restaurants in New York City. She can afford to 

magnanimously give away an opportunity which the rest of us 

desperately need . 

Please, use Idaho as the site for the S IS. 

speak on behalf of 3 0  peopl e ;  can get depositions, i f  you 
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Thank you very much for your time. I real ize 

I ' m  not taking the popular side. 

(Applause. ) 

HEARING OFFICE R :  The written comments of 

Xathyrn Ann Gardner are included i n  the record as Exhibit 

7 84 .  

Anyone else wish to testify? Way in the 

back. 

MS .  McGINNIS : Can I ad-lib it? 

BEARING OFFICER: You can ad-lib i t ,  but you 

need to do it from the podi um ,  please • 

MARY McGINNIS, 

appearing as a witness, testif ied as fol l ow s :  

M S .  McGINNIS : I ' m  Mary McGinnis. I ,live i n  

Twin Fal l s ,  4 2 2  Polk Street. And I got late on the 

bandwagon, I didn ' t  even know about registration and all 

that . I ' m  glad that I have this opportunity, thank you. 

I ' m  also glad for the opportunity for all the people to 

speak l ike th i s .  

When read about th i s  i n  the pape r ,  which is 

where I got the main information, and haven ' t  got all the 

facts, I thought surely there must be something 1 1 m  
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overlooking. And i n  d i scussing i t  with the people around, 

2 you know , what do you think about this, one of the main 

things that come up, well ,  you know, we need j obs. And 

heard somebody mention something about manufacturing heroi n 

or something. I sort of sa i d ,  wel l ,  you know, we could make 

d r ugs l egal and that could provide a lot of j obs for 

7 everybody. And they sai d ,  oh , you know , come on and get 

r eal , don ' t  you know what drugs do to people? They k i l l  

peopl e. And I thought, wel l ,  you know, what do you think 

10 this st uff, you know , can do to people. 

11 And I have even talked to my 11 year old son 

12 about this. And there has been a lot of arti culate people 

13 here with lots of degrees and education, and they said some 

1 4  

1 5  

thi ngs that I don ' t  f rankly understand. But I said to my 

son, okay, here is the stuff they want to bUi l d ,  and here i s  

16 the potential hazard of it.  And we don ' t  really need th i s  

17 stuf f .  And he sai d ,  wel l ,  why , and he ' s  1 1 .  

1 8  And j ust t o  get a l ittle more critical about 

1 9  i t ,  everybody has something that they can say about the 

20 government and how the money is spent and where it could be 

2 1  better spent. But this i s  a s o n  who has a severe learning 

22 d i sabil ity, which I need to get outside tutoring for because 

23 in the school system the teachers aren 1 t  trained i n  the 

24 spe cific way that he needs for education, and you know why 

25 i s  because they say there ' s  not enough money . And I thi nk 
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the potential hazard of it. And we don't really need thie
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what a billion dol lars could d o  f o r  all t h e  k i d s  that have 

special needs, let alone j ust educate all our kids anyway. 

Ther e ' s  where our money should go, ther e ' s  where our future 

is.  That ' s  where all the j obs, economics, everything we are 

gOing to leave our kids and --

(Applause . ) 

MS . McG INNIS : Our Governor j ust made a plea 

on telev ision a week or so ago saying more money and he was 

ignored, and I can ' t  f igure that out . I don ' t  know what i s  

o u r  priorities there.  

To people whose j obs are vested in this 

proj ect , I know that it takes cour age sometimes to go 

2 

6 

1 0  

1 1  

12 

against the tide, but you have to live your conscience, you 1 3  

can ' t  ever get away from your self, ever, ever ,  ever. You 1 4  

c a n  move away from in-laws you don ' t  l i ke o r  divorce your 15 

spouses, but you can ' t  ever get away from yourse l f ,  and you 1 6  

have got to g o  deep inside your sel f  for the answer t o  this. 

And it ' s  totally crazy, immor al . I ' m  against it.  

(Applause. ) 

BEARING OFFICER : Is there anyone else who 

would l ike to testify? Th is lady --

MS .  WALKER : Wel l ,  I was 

HEARING OFFICER: Ma ' am , we can ' t  hear you. 

You ' ll have to come to the microphone. 

MS .  WALKER: I was waiting for you to read my 
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name and y o u  never d i d .  

HEARING OFFICER:  Okay. Wel l ,  what I said 

ea r l i e r ,  if we have gone over your name if you are 

prer egistered or signed up to speak, you may do so at th i s  

pOint. 

I ' ll note for the record that Exhibit 805 is 

gOing to be the written comment of Mary McGinni s of Twin 

Fal l s ,  Idaho. 

on Monday. 

MS. WALKER : I was preregistered at 2 o ' clock 

HEARING OFFICER: Give your name and address 

for the record • 

AMY WALKER, 

appearing as a witness, test i f ied as follow s :  

MS . WALKER: My name i s  Amy Wal ker, and I l iv e  

at 1 Clover Creek Road, B l i s s ,  Idaho. The address we had to 

make up for UPS because it was j ust Star Route. 

My husband and I are pure-bred red Angus 

breeders, and I ' m  about two- thi rds of the way through with a 

wonde r f ul crop this yea r .  We ranch and grow grain and hay. 

I want to thank you, Mr. Eiguren, for hearing 

me and all the rest of us, and I hope that you aren ' t  

totally numb f rom more than 500 . But I hope that you can 
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really l i sten to us as well as your fellows, l i sten to the 

people from Banford and Savannah. They have been l iving 

with plutonium separation for a long time, and I respect 

thei r position and honor thei r po i nt .  

W e  a r e  a small and truly powerless group as 

far as the entire nation is concerned, and I feel when 

read this thing that it isn ' t  even real to me . The 

cont r i bution of exposure modes to the bone surface doses and 

cancer fatal ities per mill ion pe r son, rems, these are things 

that are just -- they are about as hard for me to grasp as 

the tril l ion dollar national debt, but it ' s  one of the 

things that I do not want to l eave to my children and 

gr andchi l dren. 

(Applause. ) 

MS. WALKER : And I ' m  te r r ibly f r ightened by 

the potential economically for the farmers and ranchers. We 

have had enough, we don ' t  need the threat of the injection 

of the issues that can come f rom these chimnies that are 

cumulative. I guess our cattle can maybe eat the grass the 

f i r st yea r ,  but it builds year af ter year in the ti ssue. 

It ' s  ter rifying, and it bu i l ds in our ti ssue. don ' t  see 

the value of it.  

Thanks .  

HEARING OFFICER: D o  w e  have any other 

commentors at th i s  point? 
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I see Liz Paul rai sing her hand, she knows the 

rul es, you can only comment once. 

MS. PAUL : I have some comments. 

BEARING OFFICER : All right. To read i n  the 

record? Very good. 

This i s  Liz Paul presenting comments on behalf 

of a fair  number of folks. 

LIZ  PAUL , 

appea r i ng as a witness, test i f ied as fol l ow s : 

MS. PAUL : Just l i k e  he sai d ,  other fol ks.  

-Under no cir cumstances do I suppo rt nuclear 

weapon production in Idaho. As I l iv e  in Idaho, pay taxes 

in Idaho, vote in Idaho, I feel it i s  my right and duty to 

not support this industry and to give my strongest objection 

to its presence i n" our state. - Linda Te r r a ,  Sun Valley, 

Idaho. 

- I  would like to go on record as being opposed 

to the Special Isotope Separation Proj ect be i ng bu i l t  in 

Idaho or any other state. 

-Technol ogy always promises us to help us l ive 

a simpl er and mor e contented l if e ;  however , that rarely 

happens. Invent ions we have forsaken because they were too 

labor intensive or which requi r e  a sl ower pace of l i f e ,  by 
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and l arge, created fewer environmental compl ications. The 

hand loom, for example, has been replaced by huge textil e 

mills spinning artif icial fabrics out of a complex ar ray of 

coal and petrol eum based chemica l s .  Many of these chemical s 

po l l ute our air  and end up po i soni ng our groundwater when 

they leak out of supposedly safe waste dumps. 

-It might seem silly to suggest going back to 

the hand looms to weave cloth or catapults to protect our 

country from attack, but when you see where scientific 

advances have gotten us, the possibility makes more sense. 

·Stop the SIS i ndefinitely . - Florence 

Blanchard, Bellevue, Idaho. 

WI am writing in opposition to the 

establ ishment of the Special Isotope Separator at INEL . It 

appears there is inadequate documentation to support the 

need for more plutonium. If there is a need for more 

plutoni um ,  the need for the S IS appear s  to be uncertain. It 

is my understanding that it would only be operati onal for 

about eight years if it were created. If that is the case, 

one has to really question whether or not it is really 

needed at al l .  

·While there appears to be much publ ic support 

in southeastern Idaho for the S IS ,  as there is a need for 

addi tional j obs, I feel that the average citizen supporting 

the SIS really does not understand what th i s  means. This 
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potential gain that could be noted by the development o f  SIS 

at INEL i s  far outweighed by the risks associated with this 

project. 

·We can no longer think only of our day-by-day 

needs ; we must real ize that our current actions can and will 

have a major and often devastating effect on the future 

env i ronment and mankind . · Dr . June Heilman, Pocatello, 

Idaho. 

I am opposed t� the SIS Project in Idaho. I,  

too, question the credibility of mov ie stars and 

out-of-state people. Ther e ' s  one in pa r ticular that 

seriously question, Ronald Reagan. Liz Paul . 

HEARING OFFICER : For the record, we ' l l read 

these exhibits into the record. Exhibit No .  808 will be 

D r .  June Heilman. Exhibit 807 seven i s  Florence Blanchard. 

Exhibit 806 is Linda Ter r a .  These ar e all written 

comment s .  809 will be the written comment of Cinda 

Anderson. Exhibit 810 will be the written comment of Paul 

Caput o .  

A VOICE : ( Unintel l igible. ) 

HEAR ING OFFICER: And f i nally,  from El iz abeth 

Paul , from the Snake River All iance, an addendum to her 

prior submitted comment s .  Ther e ' s  a written comment that 

will be attached to it.  

For  purposes of keeping the record, let me 
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j ust quickly indicate that w e  have received a number of 

written comments at the tabl e .  They started at order 

Exhibit No. 7 57 ,  Kel l i e  Rhoads ; 7 5 8 ,  Rita Bybee; 7 5 9 ,  Cathy 

She r I  7 6 0 ,  Judy Cant r i l l ;  7 6 1 ,  Bobbi Rahder , Exhibit 76 2 ,  

Charles E .  Naf tzger i Exhibit 763 , Raylene A .  Naf tzger, 

N-a-f-t-z-g-e- r ;  76 4 ,  Dante Cant r i l l ,  spelled 

C-a-n-t- r- i- l - l ;  Exhibit 7 6 5 ,  Kathleen Carney; Exhibit 766 , 

Marlese, M-a-r-l-e-s-e, Breasl ey -- Beasley, excuse me, 

B-e-a -- Teasley? T-e-a-s- l-e-y. Exhibit 7 7 9 ,  Anita C.  

Henna, 8-e-n-n-a; Exhibit 782 , Charles A. Lenker,  

L-e-n-k-e- r ;  Exhibit 783 , Barbara Tilley, T-i-l-l-e-Y;'; 

Exhibit 784 , Kathyrn Ann Gardne r .  And w e  j ust received 

another one we will leave in the record as Exhibit 8 1 1 ,  

Regina Richardson. 

We ' ll also note for the record that the 

Department has received a number of written comments for 

inclusion i n  the record,  we started those at Exhibit 4 83 

with written comments from Richard B. Knighton, and they go 

through Exhibit 716 with wri tten comments of Brandy Aul d .  

And we will submit those t o  t h e  Court Reporter a s  additional 

exhibits for inclusion in the record. , 
l i d  l ike to note the following stati stics. 

These are a l l  subject to verif ication and conf irmation, but 

it appears at th is po i nt that we have had 508 commentors in 

total in the public hearings that we have had over the 
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course o f  t h e  past week in t h i s  proceeding. W e  have taken 

testimony for a total of approximately 53 hours. We have 

logged into the record 811 exhibits. I ,  on behalf of both 

the Department of Energy as well as myself -- Yes, ma ' am. 

A VOICE : Can I tal k? 

HEARING OFFICER: No, I ' m  going to cut i t  off 

at this pOint. 1 1 m  sor ry . 

would l ike to indicate that I appreciate the 

help and assi stance that I have received f r om everybody in 

this endeavor.  I n  particular would thank the various 

special interest groups whose representatives worked with us 

i n  advance to wor k out the procedures to conduct these 

hearings. And I particularly appreciate the fact that we 

did have a very diff icu l t  problem trying to accommodate 

large numbers of people. But with the forbearance and 

assi stance of a lot of people, we got it done and I think we 

did it adequately, so I thank you very much for that. 

With that, I w i l l  formally close th is, the 

Twin Fa
l
l I s ,  Idaho, publ ic hearing on the DEIS for the S IS ,  

and I will formally close th i s  se ries of publ ic hearings on 

the document itse l f .  

Thank you. 

(The hearing was adjourned at 9 : 55 p . m. ) 
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proceedings held in the matter of the Draft Envi ronmental 

Impact Statement Regarding The Special Isotope Sepa ration 
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correct transcr i pt of said proceedings and the original 
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